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In the daye of great wocnders - .no matter when-

RBut: when lenguage was commoen tc beasts, birds: and: men,

The birds of the air held & mammoth convention,

The cause and the outcome are Wworthy of menbtion.

It happened in this wise: One bright summer day,

when. &all of the worl d was uncommonly gay,

Sore blackbérds, while happily PNt cingarocunay,

A nest of strange share and construetion had found.

It wes hung on two 1limbs of a low-growing tree
And wes cosy and snug &as & nest well could beld
It hed an sarched cover, constructed no doubt

To keepr the: birds in and to keep the rsain out

‘Now blackbirds are chatlterers, every one KINOWS,

nd en seeing this* . nest, as you may Suprose
They raised & great hue-&and-cry, celiing together
Wild birds ofiall sizes, conditions. and feather.
The nest was examined from low &nd from:high
And the beautiful arch ettracted each eye;
It seemed to be useful ., in every: way fitting

To shelter the mother-bird while she Wa&s sitting.

Then they cried 1in one voice, with infinite: zest,

"We must learn how TO tuild for otr ycung such & nest.”

A Committee was raised toc seek out the: bird
. Whecse .nest such a hullebalcc had testirred.

A comrmxittee instructed toc beg and to! pPray

Thet the builder would come and teach them sthe way

Mot budiddiaen arched-nest, l1ike +het on the bough;

Every bird in the meeting weas crazed tc know how.

‘Now:whille the comxrmitiee was gone on its: quest
An informel meeting was held by the rest:
In this,: &8s is ususal, contentions: arose,
For each hed & rlen: of his own TO TrCLpOSe.
A majcrity there: were fully agreed
That &an aerch: on e .nest was & Very great.need

ARd protect tThe young pirdlings from wind: end: from

storm,
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And, besides, guch a nest “tul ¢A Cotzae lee ?mijgféwnv
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Per contrea:- There came from the:!:Burrowing Cwl,
. Whose foreheed towers over his eyes like & cowl,
These words, in a voice discordant and rough,
»7 think thet hole in the ground: is encugh.”

When any one starts: there: are rlenty toi folilow,

And the same sage remark came from the Bank Swallow.

The .Woodrecker said, "The trunx of & tree
'With & hcle I can dig, will eanswer Tor mes™
The Barn Cwl and SwalloWw cried,”Raftera and eaves

Meke far tetter shelter than arches and lesaves."”

Seid the Cuckoo,”0, rshawl theil may do for the rest
‘But the fact is I dcn't have to:build: any .nest:
T watch for some bird that is willing to make it,
And when it is ready, I gquietly take itl
S0 8tupid: theiblirdi —«so wondrously civil
- That she hatches my yYOung, giving back good for evil.
The Night Hawk created a visible shock

By saying,”I hatch my yOung ocut on & roch."”

Thus the chatter went omn, rut suddenly: ended
.When from cut: the b;ﬁe'sky there quicxkxly descended
The seeking-cammittee,vand'with ther a guest-

The Oriole, he -who had nelped build that:.nest.
'fWhat: a flutter of rwings! The very &air trembledl

In & jiffy the whole feathered tribe hed assembled;
'While at once the committee, the happy posSsessor

of the bright Ooriole, introduced the Professor.

His appearance created a striking sensatiocn
‘Which Trought to his heart no end of elsgtion.
‘"His dress Wa; a dreexr, brighft orange eand black,
And he fiirted his head with a gqueer 1ittle kxnack
As if he would say,”I em IT, don’t you see,
I;.you-wish to: leaern wisdom, cpme listen é% me."”
He made & low bow, adjusted his eocllar,

And his vecice had the ring OF e new-minted dollar.
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"My friends,”he exclaimed,”X amx glad of this meeting
And extend to you ell: a brotherly greeting.
I am told that you:all want to: leern: how to' buiild
A . nest:1l1ike the one that is: used by our Guild.
"But before I begin on the great work of teeaching
Phis motto: I give, it is yvery: far reaching;
t¥oikeprBrbevwahe @Ca&nthéRér¥ebird ¥l BB8TtBPodEh-it,
Itiis:.simrlieiend' rlain, every bird can see through it-

' To lesrn how to do a thing well - you must daorAms

And here it is fitting to make & remark
Throwing light on some things hepetofore in the darH.
The records have &all been examined with care
And from ther it seems very safe to declare
Thaet the first great Industrisl School was held there
.While the Oriole sat in the FPresidenti's cheiri
The truth he procilaimed is as vital to-deay
As it wes in those years so far, far awey,
For knowing and doing should walk hand: in hand,
And those who can do shall inherit the land.

the

But now to resume - te learned Professor
proceeded, as still does his worthy: successor,
To give 111ustra£ions. He started tlhe WOrK
In a weay that was sure to detect any shirx.
He claimed but one thing, in that wes persistant,
That little Tom Titmouse should be his asssistent, -
A bright little chep With' a sheida SEpdipdng veolee,

.Who buiids an arched-nest, this accounts for theichoiee.

He said to the Pigecons, »"Some twigs,if you:plesase,
Younwiil Pind! them abundant beneath the dry treed.”
To the Blue J&ays end Blackrirds,”Scme lichens and moss

To work into the twigs as WwWe lay them criss-cross.”

To the Robins ans Waxwings,”Some vVery softiciay
‘With any fine rootlets you find in the way:"”

To the Thrushes &and Ccatbirds,”Some strirps of soft gress

Apd any thing #% fibrocus you harren to:pass.,”
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Po “the i Biuceblrds iend G
| oldfinches,”Fine
‘gith the long strings of cotton you seexrlggiigéedggwn
From the Cottenwood trees; it's aburdant vyou know =
You caen gether easily, not far to go.” i :
To, the Sparrows and wrens,”Some hairs,

lon
To weave throcugh the nest, S eog e

a8 though they were twine.”

Thus he ## set them to work in a mast

And most of the birds seemed to! think itGZizl e
He hed other -workers constructing the nest
And all were quite ready to héed his behest.
@ir Oriole stood there as Cock of the Walk,
‘But soon they otbtserved he did nothing but talk.

PR,

‘Now this method of his attracted attention
Sowing deerly the seeds of future dissensicn,
As the birds came and went, Tulifiiling their task
Each one of the other was ready to ask,
"Why don't he do something, -not stend there and gabdle
Ag though he considered us only the rabble?”

The mutterings deerened, defying restraint,
Every worker WwW&as eanxious: to enter cecxrlaint.
The Pigeons seaid, "GCoo, wWe'll stand none of his rigs!
We have known all our 1ives how to geather Uup twigs;
‘We wiil work here no lenger, *then flitted 8&8aWwW8aY.
And their nests:are rede up of mere twigs to thisg day.

But the nest grew apsace, it was natty and tLrim
And soon was completed well up o' the brim.
Then & "Delegate” ceame and sowed more dissension,
The uwaual result, I vehture to mention.
At lest the storm burst! The birds ceme together,
Ail shapes and all siges, ofievery festher,
And surrocunding Sir orioie, each felt incli@ed'
To give with much vigor "a pilece of his mimd.”

The Blue Jays complained thet bhelr toe~neils were sore
The robins declared,”"We knew a3l thisibefore; "
And all eried with one voice,"We will jabor no more."”

Tt 1is now:guite in rlace that I should declare
That the first Striker's Meeting Was held them and therd.

Sir Oriocle bowed hig imperial head
And unto the strikers ne guietly said,
»Znew &1l this peforel Then Why send for me?
But since with my methods you do not agree
et us “eell the thing ot ta, oL tid you good dey."”
Then he turned on his heel and fluttered away.

Then the tirds, oREe end 11, started ofif cnie hike:
You wiil recognize this: esi @& genuine‘strike.
And sor the thing ended: and since thet: sed: . day
Birds have builded their nests sLisls ieielie old-fashioned wWay.
They Struck, end so doing fell out of the march;
But the Titmousse end Oriole know how to arch.

014 Aesor, the father of febles,I'm sure
From & Story 1ike this would & lesson '‘secure.
So now fcr & woral: Be never s shirk, -
‘No thing worth the doing is learned without work;
"Noi s3Il wilil: be gained DY idly stand viewing,
To ‘leaprn how 1O do you must FJoin 13:333‘d9133¢

Fine festhers don'®t make & fine bird, et truc,
putie) bird with fine feathers mey know more tha§iyou.
Pespise notv instruction £r O gresat nor fzcm small,

ri M At 21l
emember ou never will guite knowW 2% i o
ind last,ythough your paRty &n the WwWork you don't 1ike,
You®ll not learn & nDew trade DY joitning: & strike.
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