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Febs 13, 1912
The Secretarg of the Interior,
Vaghington,

_ Hy dear Sir:-
Replying to your letter of February 1 1912, regerding &

—

Ilupplementary hearing to be held in San Franoisoo £t the requent of the
04ty Attorney, I beg to soy that I consider the holding of such a hoar-

ing most inedvisable for the follcewing reesons!
1. The polioy of the Sen Fraonolsco papers, inspired by local

prejudices, has been to cartoon and ridioule any one who publioly

attempts tu represent the interests of the larger public mmd the nation. °

The papers have never given truthfully the faote of the aifvntion. énd

rs

AL
Be
large numbers of uninformed rasidinta of San Franciece have been led
%0 think that they will need to pay nothing or next $o nothing for
waber i the Nation gives thenm Hﬁtch Hetohy. _The S3an Franoisoo
euthorities Jmow thet they cen get up & local demonstration which will
make up in feeling what it laocks in imowledge, end that 1t will be eﬁsy

ﬁka:tn goore off or intimidate opponunts.

2., On ncoount of the lcoecl faaling end the local prons
m@ny of our bept informed opponents of the City's scheme will be pré-
vented from appearing on our-aide'beoauao they would jeoperdize their
business interests. .

Se Certain of the City officinls, foremoast emong them the
Iﬂity Engineer, in espite of botter knowledge, give 1t out that men ike
Oolby, Parsons, Muir, smd myself ere renlly aabratly working in the in-
terest of the Spring Valley Vater Company, in order to be eble to direct
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3. \
against uslthe 1005l ‘prejudicd which hes been- aroused egainat that
eorporation.

: é. On all the points mentioned all importent evidence has
elready been set forth in previous hoarings in Vashington; vhere 1t vead
offset by contrrry evidences The purpose epperently is to get their
gide of the case restated and printed where Q minimum of oppoeing

. evidence %11l bo presented beecruse of intimidation on the cne hand, nnd
because of the inahility of some of our strongest helpers, vho reside in
¥ew York, Boston, and Chioago, to be present.

S. Ve ghould have to0 go to the expense of employing exports
to present some of the evidence on our sides This ve ere hardly in a
position to do hecousn we are men of smell mesns., Ve have olready
gpent more time nmd money than we can -afford becsuse we are convinced .

06376

;l

thet the project of San Freroisoo is solfish, unnecessary, end pre-

Judicial to tho beat intereste of the‘nation. We 7ill do our hest

ggein if it seems necessaryy but we hﬁpe the hesring will not be held.

6« For some time peet the City Engineer end City Attorney

bhave quiotly held little dinner perties in the small towné nround the
"Bay at which porsons with pnlitidal embitions and known to be in eympathy

with the City Fngincor's scheme have been persueded to paes resoluticns

whioch meen ncthing as far sa looal sentiment is ooncernod, but vhich it

is spparently intended to megnify into a specious demonstration of publie

gontiment, By holding a hearing here the lcoal preoss would he Turnished

. with an occasion for exploiting politicelly the ambitions of these per-

song unfder the guise of publio aspirit,
Respectfully yours,

WFB/¥
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