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. EDITORIAL-DEPARTMENT September 22, 190
/'\ E\’/\ Lo THE CENTURY-MAGAZINE Psmber ’ ’
! M UNION-SQUARE-NEW-YOR|

R. W.GILOER, EDITOR.
R. U HNS
SOCIATE EDITOR.
.ASSISTANT.EH!TUR‘

My dear Muir:

I have your interesting letter of the
14th of September, Hurrah for the Taft-Muir excursion
to the Yosemitel

It was at the President's instance that I asked
Ballinger to lunch with me at the Century Club to -
talk matters over, If he is sincere then we have
found a sympathetic Secretary, When I showed him the
photographs of the Hetch-Hetchy he was astonished at
the beauty of the place and said that on the scenic
argument he was with me, He told me that our oppo-
nents are quarreling among themselves; that one of
the Interior Department men— a friend of Senator
Flint— told the Secretary that there was a great deal
of politics in this scheme,

I sounded him on the revocation of the grant
and he said he did not think that could be done but
that possibly he might suspend its operation until
Congresshad done something definite on the general
subject,

He gave me to understand that he would not go an
an inch beyond the terms of the Garfield grant, He
said he had refused to allow the supervisers to do
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anything in the Hetch=Hetchy; that h: lmd declined
their permit to make a road up to Lake Elsanor be=-
cause it would involve the cutting a big swath in the
forest,

When I proposed that you should go up with him
he said he thought it would be better for him to
take nobody from either side but to take some Wash-
ington officials who knew the region, two or thres,
After he had left the Club Alden Sampson told me that,
all the same, Ballinger wished you to go with him; so
perhaps you can have an excuse for another trip,

When at Beverly I told thes Presidenf,,with-
out naming the persons, that a distinguished consti-
tutional lawyer and a Judge of the United States Dis-
trict Court had both confirmed my idea that an Act
of Congress providing for doing something with a
specific purpose could not be nullified by a subse-
quent Act of Congress of anadministrative character,
and the President said: "On your statement of the mat-
ter I agreewith you," Now I am sure that the subse-
quent Act which Garfield invoked did not by any word
change the purpose of the.Act of 1890 establishing
the National Park, When I told this to Ballinger he

seemed to agree, and I gathered from him that it would

not be displeasing to him to have a friendly suit, so
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to speak, instituted in the District of Columbia

court enjoining him on this very basis from action

%‘under the Ga:f‘lield g{f.riz“’{ff“‘uwﬂ fo g

Now I have already proposed for your oonaidera-
tion and that of Colby, without getting any response,
that such a suilt should be instituted by you alone
or by other members of ths Club, I should gladly
join in, though I have no financial resources this
year,

I belkve that Joseph H, Choate could bs got to
argue that question, and as it is one of public in-
terest he perhaps would no% charge a large fee; pere-
haps none at all, But others pes rhaps could be got %o
do it in the public interest, Perhaps you and Colby
may think that we would not gain much sv long as the
bill of the last Congressis to be reintroduced, but
it seems to me that it would be a great gain all around
for the various reserves if we could succeed, Of
course Congress may do anything with the reserves—
even to abolishing them all,

I was very sorry about Harriman's death, for I
know that hesaved the day for us on ths recession

bill, I remember writing to him on that subject and

invoking his aid and getting a nice note in return

saying he would help,
Don't forget that I think it indispensable
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that you, and if possible Colby, should be in Vash=
ington early in December to go before the Committee
on Public Lands, I was told that our opponents
are using money with correspondents in Washington;
but the right will prevail,

b raithfullv yours, f?

AL

AB iate Editor.

Mr. John MNuir,
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