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| San Prancisco, Cal.; Desv 21, 19085 "
70 ALL LOVERS OF NATURE AND SCENFRY:-

7 The Yosemite Hational Park wae greated in 1890 ‘in ordey
t?mt- the unrivaled aggreration of scenic features of this 'g‘re:.% }' e
natural wonderland should be preserved in pure wildness for al} time
for the benefit ef the entire nation! The Yosemite Valley was - . '
already 'preserved in a State Park, and the National Park was oreated
primarily to protect the Fetch-~Hetchy Valley and TuclUmne VMeadows

fronm invasion., The Hetch-Hetchy Valley is a wonderfully éxact '~
counterpart of the great Yosemite, not only in its orystal river, '
sublime cliffs and exquisite waterfalls, but in the gardens, mag-.
nificent groves, and meadows of its flowery park-like floor. As a
scenic feature of the Park, it is next to Yosemite in besuty, gran-
deur and importance. The Fetch-Hetchy floor ie specially-adapted

for pleasure camping, and is the focus of all the trails from both
the.-nerth-and -the south which lead into and -through -this magnificdent :
camp ground. .The Yosérmite floor is already oveércrowded with ‘camp-

ers and tourists, and ‘the overflow will naturally 'eeek the IHetch-

Hetehy, and in the course of a few years it will be visited by
countless thousands,’ - Y R st e SR e '

‘.. . 1f damned, as proposed by the'City of San Freweipco, and
converted into a reservolr, 1ts entire £loor would te ‘pubmerged and
the water backed up for nearly seven miles and into-the lower end
of the Grand Canron 5f the Tuolumrie. A fluctudting water-level and
consequent exposure of unsightly nargins and flats, covered with
decaying vegetable rdtter, would tend to destroy its beauty, hut
mors Berious results’would follow. Camping on the floor would be
rendered impossible and its use for storing the drinking waler of a .
great city;, with danger of typhoid oontamination; would lead to an
attempt on the port 6f the city to exclude visitors{and campers from
not only the immediate valley but from the entire: itérsheéd, ! ccm- "
nriping ‘over 500 square miles, or nearly one-half of the area of
the entire Yosemite Naticngl Park, and including nahy of its grandest
scenic features, among them being the wunderful Tuolumne Neadow

region, situated on the main river, a few miles apove: the Hetch-

Hetchy. '~ ' -3 e AL YIT o .

X hy If San Trdncisco could not obtain a satisfactory suprly
of water elsewhere, this great national sacrifice micht be Justified,
but most eminent hydraulic engineers have reported on fourteen dis-
tinoct sources of water pupply available for ite upe. There is no
city of its size in the world that 1s more favorably situvated as
far as number of aveilable water supplies is concefned. ;

" We do not believe that a great naticnal property pre-
served for the enjoyment of the people of the sntire pation should
be thus unnecessarily saorificed and diverted from its dedicated
purposes fcr the nmerc vecuniary benefit of a local interest. Fad it
not been for the creaticn of the Park, this water pystem would have
been mcquired years ago by power and irrigation interests, and it
would not now be available for Ban Francisco. Wnat right has thie
city to profit by our work and undo the labor of years? :

_ " We urge you %o assist in preventing this incalculable
1088 to the entire nation hy writing, and getting ©ll your friends
to write at once to HON. 8, C, SMITH, Hon. W. F. Englebright, and
Hon. Frank Mondell (Chairman of Committee on Public Lends), House
of Representatives, Washington, 3. C. protesting in your °own lan-
e against this dececration. The letters should be written
irmediately 8o as to reach Washington not later than January 4th
1609, Now is the critical time. We urge you to write ot wire, ie
only a few words. Read article and editorial in coming January
Century Magazine. R R TS e = i :

John #Fulre >°
J.: X. Le Conte.
E. 2. Pardens .
'ﬂd:,ll Wh‘."r

Sincerely yours, y WA

Original located at The Bancroft Library, University of California at Berkeley
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