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SIERRA CLUB
Mills Buildin
San Francisco, Cal

To The President 'of the United States
and the Governors of the States assembled
in Conference, Greeting:

We, the undersigned, Direotors and
Officers of the Sierra Club, have been gratified to learn of the Confer—
ence of Governors called at the White House for the purpose of oconsiderimg
the Conservation of ¥atural Resouroces. Aot ing upon the conviotion that
this is a matter of utmost public concern. we wish to record, in conneo-

tion with this Conference, our strong sense of the paramount value of

scenioc beauty among our natural reapuroea.' The moral and_physiogl I@%ﬁ i,

of . a nation ig not dependent alone.unon hread. and mate fomp
hending these primary necessities is the deeper need for reoreation and
that whioh satisfies also the esthetio sense. The establishment of gar-
dens and parks is the immemorial expression of an ever present human
desire. Our oountry has a wealth of natural beauty whioh is far beyond
the power of human hands to create or restore, but not beyond their power
to destroy. It is an untaxed heritage that may be had for the lifting
one's eyes; whose influenoce upon the life of the nation, physically,
morally, mentally, is inestimable, and whose preservation is the greatest
service that one generation can render to another. Nor are we unmindful

of the inoaloulable economic value of our scenic resouwmoces. Consular

reports indicate that the stream of tourists attracted to Europe by its
‘scenio, no less than its mural, beauty is worth $560,000,000 annually.

__America affords the newest, and in many respects the finest, of the L
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worlds natural pleasure-grounds. Tourists of wealth and fashion, as’
well as mountain olimbers and lovers of out-door life from all over the
world are flooking in oonstantly inoreasing numbers to the Cordilleran
system of mountains on our Western coast. Even from a purely economio
point of view it would be extremely unwise to administer our soenlo
resources in suoh a way that oomparatively private gain results in uni-

versal public loss. In taking this stand we express the sentiment of

our mémberbhip of more than a thousand persons, who have subsoribed not

only to the purposes of the Sierra Club, "to explore, enjoy, and render
L s

accessible the mountain regions of the Pacific Coast; to publish authen-
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o informatlon oonoerning them; $o0 eniist the support and 00O-Operation

of the people and the government in preserving the forests and other
natural features of the Blerra Nava&a Mountains, " but who follow with
intelligent and appreciative interest every effort to seocure to our
and ooming generations the benefit of our scenic resources.

Respeot fully yours,

hesy 1308 . JOHN MUIR.
A. GOHOADIE.
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Board of Directors.
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