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‘The purpose c¢f this puper is to study the relationship
between tho Bhoouen Yajna (Lad-Gifv) movemsnt of Vinoba Bhave

and the Gandhisn idecl of nen-violent sucinl order for ludid.

viz., qsrvods.ya.
The plan of the paper is briefly as followa.

Ihe firat chagter gives the bacgyround infomat.ion

Abo‘.xt Vinoba Shave wnd the Bhoodan Igina ..xav«amnt.. It‘. is

indiceted how tidis movam,mt. begannin, on upril. 15, 1951 in
Hydurabad {D2ccan), 8ieedily ueveloped im:.o @ com,reheuai.va

all-lndia program during the last asout fivo years.
The second chepter expluins the mesnirg of uarvouaya

(literally, uplift ol all) &y &lso ,;a.ves the auwi.l.a of the

aOCi.al, econo: de and politdcul order ia a sarvo.iya sotlectye
The third chapter unalyses in uenuil t.he ‘varicus compe

onents of the shocdan Ya;na movenerk, This ch..-pter further ex-

minaslszwz;;udace the sords ‘Yajna' and Yuan?! traditionally

had in 1.1uia anc whav revolutionary interpretaiion to theélr me&n~

ing hsa been given by Ganahd 'zad viscba, GanChi's views on Ldia's

14 a noneviolent soludd on thereol are oxaninta,

land provlien a
uncerlyiuy Choodan Igjna are

and it is seen thet tae prh.clyleu

also the sa.ue. The reaction of ;ndia's m...Jox‘ pulit.ica.; partios

to Bhoodar Ir’*ua is malyﬂed L5 itr. particular roxemco to the
role of tre r“jc. ~.oclelist ledcer ;apr&:z 5h i‘t rag'ar.. zinally,
the vibal &1f¢erersce bet.wwn t.} e non-violent. rr-*vnlut.ion re'wrcnnud.
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by Bhoodan, !ﬁn& md the revolution inspired by the Communist

. wid o et s e

ideology is pointed Qe . . e

o

c~.as v Jhe feurth chapber is .devcted to the st.ud; of the rela=
;tionship between ?Bhgodmanb Yajna md Sarvodaya. The particular
aig,nificance. _df "ph_e popular synonym of Sarvodaya, ViZe 'namra;j
is studied as also Vrinoba Bhavé's'ideology of Sauya-yoga (ycga
or way of equallt} }o The latest development of the Bhocdan
Yajna movement » Yige Gram-dan (gift of the whole village) and
its importance for the establishment of Grame-raj as @ interme-
diary sta_e for Hamraj is also examined,

Tha results of the study are su.marised in the conclude
ing che.pter {lice 5). | | -
_ _ There are five appendices \mlch, ai.on; other things,
give mfomation regarding le_islaticn in Indlan Jtates concern=
ing Bhoodan Yajna, procedure followed for distribution of
_Bhoodan land, &nd figures of land collected upto August 1955.

- Since a large nunber of amskrit end other Indian terms
are used throughout the paper, a glossary of these with their

English :eq.uivalent.s is given, following the appendices.

" Finally, a bibliography of books, magazines and papers

uaed in the preparation of this paper is given.

I would like to take this oaportunity or expressing my

warnest t.hanks to Frofessors Alan wW. Watts anu Haridas Chaudhuri

- for their constant help an

and t_o Dr. J

érat-iozi of this paper. Thanke are also due hr. William Swartly

d guidance in my st.udies at the Acadenmy,

oan V, Bondurant for her advice and help in the prep=-
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for meveral helpful discussions and encourasement in various
forms, my husband, Shri satya Frakaesh sgarwal, for frequent
consultation and icproveuent in'lan;uak.,e,‘ wrd r.iss vatherine

Marshall for her expert typing.
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CHAPTER 1

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

(a) Vinoba Bhave's Role in India's Independence Struzele

Vinoba Bhave, the originator of the Bhoodan Yajna

(Land-Gift) movement was not much known to the world till only

five years ago, He was by nature more devoted to silent conse

tructive work on Gandhian lines and he did not like any pub-
liéity whatsoever, Of course, amongst the close associates of
Gandhi who ran his Ashrams, Vinoba Bhave had a very high place,
and now and then in that capacity people saw glinpses of this
great personality,

Vinoba Bhave's real name is Vinayak Bhave. The name
Vinoba was given by Gandhi when the former became an intimate
member of his (i.e. Gandhi's) Ashram,

Vinocba was born in the village of Gagode in the Pen
Tehsil (sub-division) of Kolaba district of Bombay Presidency
on September 11, 1895. His mother, Rukmini Devi, was a very

b
pilous woman, His father, Narhar (Shambhurac) Bhave, was a

textile technologist serving in Baroda State.
Vinoba had his early education in the natural surround-

ings of Gagode., The Marathi newspaper "Kesari™ of B,G.Tilak was

one of his favorites and had a good deal of influence on hiﬁ. Hore

1. Shambhurao is Vinoba's grand-father's name. A Mahe

arashtrian's middle name 1s his or her father'!s name, Thus Vin
oba’s full name as & Maharashtrian would be Vinayak Narhar Bhave,

-1-
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than anyone elss, however, Vinoba?s pilous mother contributed to
his development, From her he devélopad his wonderful asceticism
and taste for dedication and self-effacement,

_ Vinoba passed the matriculation (Hizh School) examination
from Baroda in 1913. He then joined the college, but the type
of life that an average college student led in his days did not
satisfy him, From an early age he wished to be a sanyasin who
would give up everything to do something higher., He spent a good
deal of his time studying the religious literature in the Marathi
language., He also took a vow of life-long Brahmacharya (chastity).
Walking for 3ever§1 hours svery day was his favorite hobby, even
in those dayéo

' The year 1916, when Vinoba was about 21, was a highly

significant yéar in Vinoba's life, It was during this year that

the entire course of his 1ife was determined.
Ekriy in i916, when he was Sugposed to go to Bombay to
appear in the Intermediate examination s Vinoba took the train

for Banaras instead, He had already burnt his school and college

certificates. To Study Sanskrit and to take part in the anti-

British torforistﬁ'moremﬁnt were uppermost in his mind. However,
he was very soon disillusioned with the latter. Just at this

peint in hia'life, he came into contact with Gandhi.

2. The examination held at the end of two years of college.

© " ' '3, For a detafied account of Vinoba's early life, refer-
ence may be made to bocks by Hallam Tennyson and Suresh Ramabhal
included 4in the bibliography at the end of this paper,




-3‘

On Feb, 4, 1916 Gandhi gave his historic speech before
a promirient audience in the newly founded Banaras Hindu University.

He aaid:

Let ug not forget that the India of today in

her impatience has produced an army of anarchists.

I am myself an anarchist, but of another typs.

Their anarchism,..is a aign of fear, If we trust
- and fear God, we shall have to fear no on€....

Ko amount of speeches will ever make us fit for

self-government. IE is only our conduct that

will fit us for it,
" Vinoba got a repdrt of this speech from thc.nowspapers
&nd was very much attracted by its contents., Imtediately he

bégan to correspond with Gandhi about the points which the latter

had mentioned in his speech, Gandhi advised him that to discuss

those issues fully, he (Vinobaj should come o0 the Sabarmati
Ashram, thén'recently'started by Gandhi. ©On Wednesday June 7,
1916, Vinoba had his epoch-making meeting with Candhi,

| Vinoba joined the Ashram of Gandhi and very soomn, by
his sincefity and calmness, won the admiration and love of all.
Gandhi wrote about Vinoba to the latter's father in the follow-
ing terms, "our son Vinoba is with me, Young as he is, he has
reached spiritual heights which have taken me years of patient
labor to attain.'5

Shortly after this, Vinoba tock one year's leave frou

thé Ashram to continue his Sanskrit studies and to walk around

the countryside to talk to common people. He returned punctually

4. Louis Fischer: The Life of }Mahatma Gandhi, 1950.pp.135=6

5.. Hallam Tennyson: India's walking Saint, 1955, p.20k.
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in & year and besides participating in the usual activities of
the Ashram, aleo taught in the Rashtriyashala {National School)
and the Gujarat Vidya Pith, Wwhen Vinoba asked Gandhi to adopt

him &s hils spiritual son, the latter replied:

Your love and character overwhelm me and I accept
the rele. A truthful father should produce a more
truthful son than himself, In your case, through
no effort of mine, I see that this has aiready

:happened.é
In 1918 Vinoba auffered & deep loss in the form of the

death of his dear and reversd mother, Vinoba expressed a desire

that the funeral hymns should be chanted by him and not by the
prafessional priest ; and since thia could not be agreed to, due
to orthodox customs, he did not participate in the funeral

ceremony and spent the day reciting the Gita and the Upanishads
at home,
In 1921 Vinoba was sent from Sabarmeti to Maganvadi

(near wWardha) to take charge of the Satyagraha Ashram started by

After sometime this Ashram was shifted to

Seth Jamnalal Bajaj.
Curing

the new and permanent spot, now called Mahila Ashram,
this period Vinoba brought out a Marathi Monthly "™Maharashtra

Dharma®,
Vinoba's part in the independence struggle of the country

was mostly unpublicised because 4t was through silent constructive

work, Only four times was he included in large-scale popular

movements, The first of these was in 1923 when he tock part in

6. Ibid. p» 205.




e ————

-~ 5=

the Nagpur Flag Satyagraha alonz with Jamnalal Bajaj, Bhagvan
Din and others. Vinoba was arrested and sentenced to imprison-

In 1924 Vinoba was sent to Vaikom (Travancore) to gulde
He was ime

ment,
end supervise the Harijan Temple-entry Satyagraha,

priscned again durding the 1932 Civil Disobedience Movement,

Howsver, it was in 1940 that Vinoba's naze appeared on the front

page of newspapers all over the country as Indiats first Satya-

graphl of the second Vorld Var, We shall return to this below.

As a Candhian constructive worker, Vinoba mastered the
art of apinning and went deep into the various aspects of Khadi

craft, For sometime in 1932-33 he resolved to support himself

by spinning work alone and span for hours on end. His health did

not keep pace with his work and he was advised to go to some hill

station for rest. The hill station chosen by Vinoba was & desolate

hillock-like piece of land by the slde of Paunar River, about

five miles from wardha., Vinoba shifted to this place in 1937

and gave it the name of "Paramadham Ashram®™ which became his

headquarters from then on.
Vinoba's devotion to silent constructive work had a

profound influence in the chain of Ashrams around wWardha, He
spread a network of gram-seva (village service) centers in this
area, allotting different villages to his students and co-workers,
Vinoba was connected with this program in many c¢apacities--as
a farmer, spinner, weaver, teacher and even scavenger.

As mentioned above, Vinoba was chosen by Tandhi to be

the first Satyagrahi in 1940 when the Indian National Congress

launched a campaign of individual Satyagraha. Through this

Satyagraha, Gandhi sought to protest against the decrees forbidding
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political assexblies of more than three persons and restricting
freedoa of speech, decrees which had been introduced when Brit:in

declared war on bghalf of an unwilliag snd dependent India,

Introducing Vinoba to the country, Gandhi wrote the following

sbout him in "Harijanm:

(Vinoba 3have)...is a 3anskrit 3cholar,...He has
tcken part in every menlal activity of the Ashram
from scavenzing to cooking....lHe has been of the
utmost &aszlstance to Asha Devl in her development
of the achewne of educaticn through handicrafts,...
Ee bellevas in cowzunal unity with the szmne passion
that I have..../ie beliovas that the Charkha is the
most suitable outward symbol of non-violence which
has becoze an inte; ral part of his 1ife, Hs has
taken an active part in the previous satyagraha
campaizns. He has never been in the limelight on
the political platform, uith many co-workers he
belisves that silent constructiva work with civil
disobedience in the background is far more effect-
ive that the already heavily crowded political
platform. And he thoroughly believes that none
violent resiztenca 1s impossible without & heart
belief in and practice of constructive work....This
will perhaps be the laat civil discobedience stru_.le
which I shell hava conducted, Naturally, I would
want iz to be as flawless as it con be. idoreover,
the Conzress has declared that it will avoid all

avoidable exbarrassment3 to the Governzent conaist-
For that reason too,

ently with its own existenca.
I had to strive to produ%e the hizhest quality,
irrespective of guamdvy.

It may be mentioned that Jawsharlal Nehru was chosen as

the second Satyagrahi for the campalgn of 1940.
Vincba was acain imprisoned in the historic "Juit India"®

movement of August 1942, He was finally released onm 9th July, 1945.

7 P.D.Tandon (ed.): Vinoba Bhave, The Man and His

Mission, pp. 3-5.
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India won her political independence on August 15,
However, the country was purtitioned and comnmunal strife

fahatna Gandhl w.s trying

1947,

prevailed in the Punjab and Bengal,

to pacify the situation by his non-violent methods, On January 30,

1948 a Hindu fanatic assassinated Gandhi in New Dlelhi., The

sudden removal, from the scene, of Indiats architcet of freedon,
wnity and strength came as a severe shock to the whole notion,
The country needed the services of all his followers nct only
for the establizhurent of cowzunal fellow-fecling and order but
also for the Euilding-up of the country on sound lines. Vinoba

Bhave who had'so for mostly confired himself to silent constructive

work near Wardha nouw felt called upon to undertake higsher and

more sericus responsibilities. As he said in an appeal to the

people in fpril 1952:

If Gandhi were alive today, I would never have
appeared before the public as I do today, but would
have concentrated a2ll my attention on scavenging
village otreets and on conducting my experiments
of Kanchan-mukti (elirination of money economy)
through agriculture., Circumstances have corpelled
me to come out and be audacioug enou_h to be an

initiator of this great Yajna,

8. Harijzn. 17 May, 1952.
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(b} The Origzin of the Dhoodan Yajna l.ovement

_ In March 1948, about two months after Gandhi's death,
most of the constructive workers of India assembled aﬁ Sevagram
to devise ways and means to carry on the work that he had started.

Among‘other things, they decided to start, at Virnbba's ine

: p 1
itiative, & "Sarvodaya Samaj® a *samaj' (brotherhood) for

the fudaya' (uplift) of 'sarva' (all), It was also arranged

that a conference or sammelan of the Sarvodaya Samaj should be

held annually.

~ The story of'the orisin of the Bhoodan Yajnza move-
ment i3 connected with the third annual session of the Sar-
vodayﬁ-Samaj that was held at Shivarampalli, about four miles

from Hyderabad City (Deccan), on April 8-11, 1951. Although

reluctant in the bezinning, Vincba was persuaded to agree to

attend this session. MHe dscided to cover the distance of 315

miles, fromz Sevagram to Shivarampalli, on foot. He started

walking on March 8, 1951 in the early hours of the morning. He

passed throuzh a large number of villages and saw first~hand

their conditions. He finally reached Shivarampalll on April 7,

1951 and attended the SarvodayB Semmelan.
After the Sammelan was over, Vinoba resumed his walk,

this tize througzh the heart of ‘the Telangana part of Hyderabad

State whare the communists had been very active for some time,

1. For details sbout the Sarvedaya Samaj ses appendix 4.




,.-"-‘I'ﬂ"""_’ 4 -

-9 -
relengena ic the noere given to the couth-eustern,east-
ern &énd nerthecastern part of Hyderabad State vhiich irncludes
the districts of ¥ahbubnager, hilzemebud, Xeriwnagar, Nalgonds
and-ﬁarangal énd vhere Telugu is the commwen languege of the people,
The generzl public of Telangana are ewong the poorest and the

! most afflicted in India. The gulf between the rich and the poor

is devastating. [0 attespts were made by the feudal adcinistration

of the State to recedy the situation,
gome youths inspired by cormunism became active in this area.

4 few years ageo, however,

} They dealt with the land-owners very severely, even rescried
to purder at tizes and recklessly divested them of their land,

‘ “ Lher: the situation created by the corzunists becuare
very serious, the central as well as the State Government began

to t ke &ctione. The police forced the residents of Telangana,

on the pcint of arme, to glve informaticn about the whereabouts
; of the co:punists, Lnraged at this, the comaunists began to tort-

ure these people at night, Thus frightened by the police in

the day end by the comrzunists at night, the inhablitants of
Télangana underwent terrible suffering.

It was towards these upfortunate people that Vinoba
set his face when he started walking from Shivarampalli on

The real problem of Telangena, as Vinoba understood 1t,

was that & handful of people possessed thousends of acres of

land while the large majority did not own any, For exasple, in

the village of Balapalle the total cultivalie land of three thousand
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acres was owned by cnly ninety facilics, whille 600 foxiles were
landless. Vinoba rcualiscd iamediately that the police would
not ke very helpful in fighting the cosuunist menacej the znly

way to rect it cut waos to rencve the uncqual distribution of

land :I.nfa peaceful wuay.
KEow Vinocba struck upcen the icdez of Bhooden Yelna is

& fzcinating sterye (o Zpril 18, 1951 he was in the village

of Fochawpalli, in the Kalgcuda district., Ee went round ths
village to lewrn of the pecple’s difficulties and troubles.

He began with the Harijan arce. ke ectered their hute, affection-

ately took their children in hiz arms and spoke woras of en~

couragement zné cheer to nen and wuen, hds attrocted 2 large

nuwuber of people &round hiue They narrated to bla thelr tales

of oppression and scorrowe. Vinoba listened to these with patience

and requested thew to see hlu in the afterncou.
By about 1 pels a large nucber of Uarijuns asseuzbled at

Vinoba's place. Cut of curiosity scue ncn=;larijans alzo case,
Vinoba asked the ELarijans what in their opinion would help them

n‘m‘st}.fm the removal of their suffarings. The latter replied that

if they got land for cultivaticn they would be able to face many

of their problems thezselves. VYinoba acked how rmuch land was

requlired. Aifter soue consultaticn they told hin that eighty acres

would be sufficient.

he would try to obtain land for them.
seered engrossed in deep meditation.

with eyes bent, Vinoba assured them that

For a ninute there was

'ut't'.er calzmess, Vinobz2
sShertly after, he ralsed his head and asked whether soue land-
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holders were present in that gathering., He was told that they

were, 4s 1f thinking aloud, he sald, ™If land is not provided
by the Government or if it takes time, cannot something be done
by the village-people themselves? Will some land-holder donate
a part of his land for the Hatijans?®

For a moment there was complete silence, Then a land-
holder got up and said, "I will mske a gift of 100 acres from
oy land.® |

This was Shri V.R.Heddy, the firat donor in the Bhoodan
Iajna, His declaration ¢ame to all as a pleasant surpriss. At
Vinoba's request he repeated hiz offer to convince all the people
that hé- meant what he said,

Vinoba thought that he must talk about the offer with
the donor privately. So he sald to others, "Let us disperse
now for a few hours, I hope all of you will attend the prayer-
meeting in the evening." The donor assured Vinoba that he really
was willing to give land. Vinoba requested him to come to the

prayer-mgeting too,.
The atmosphere in the prayer-meeting that day was charged

with serene smotion, After the prayer, Vinoba presented Shri V.
R. Reddy to the gathering and told the people that slnce Shri V.
R. Reddy had confirmed the offer both in private and in public,
bhe was sure he would stand by it. |

Vinoba passed & sleepless night. He thought over the
day's incident again and again, He prayed and prayed. He felt
convinced that there was God's hand behind all this and that He
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wanted to use him as His instrument in that work,
Next morning when Vinoba wes leaving for the next village
he saw Shri V. R. Reddy egain. Shri Reddy gave him a written
! declaration of his offer,
: Thus the first Bhoodan (land-gift) was offered by Shri
.‘ V. R, Reddy of Pochampalli (Hyderabad Deccan) or April 18, 1951,
| Vinoba cslled it a Yajna, & trus vision of Ahimsa:

; - ® T saw there (i.e. in Telangana) the vision 2
of Ahimsa~-Non~viclence in the form of Bhoodan Yajna.

2, Harijan, 17 May, 1952.

.~ kB e -l e
Sy avia

amr——
* o w —————

M

BBep i oxn it
T I s o 1

b i L Sy S M g B e

v ve—
o




-13&

{c) The Progress of the Bhoodan Yajna Movement,

and its Development into Sazpattidan, Gramdan

and other Dans,

The first Bhoodan, as mentioned above, was of fered
on April 18, 1951 by Shri V. R. Reddy at Pochampallli in the
Nalgonda District of the Telangana bart of Hyderabad., In
the villége vhere Vinoba went next, he spoke about what he had
received in Pochampalli and exhorted the peopls to donate their
land like Shri V. R. Reddy. As Providence would have 1it, a
dohor cane forward and.offered a land-gift.  Encouraged by

this, Vinoba went round the districts of Nalgonda and Warangal

and spoke of his new message. He impressed upon the people

the divinity in giving away their possessions for the sake of
thoss who did not have anything, He created & stir in the air,
and for a while it was hard to believe what was actually taking

pliace in Telangana.
Vinoba conciuded his Telangana tour in Juns, 1951.

.During this historic tour of about two months Vinoba encamped
at about 50 villages and passed through about 200 more. He
received 12,201 acres of land for distribution emong the land-

less. Abecut two lakhs of people attended the meetings and heard

his message. BHis endeavor was, as he sald in a mass meeting at

Warangal, to

bring adout a silent ideological ravolution in ocur
social outlook by asking the rich to donate lands

to the poor. This Bheodan Yajna 18 an application
of non-vioclence, an experiment in transformation

of 1ife itself, I am only an instrument in the hands
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of Him who is the Lord of all Ages, like even
those who will receive tge gifts, It is a Phen-

owenon inspired by God.,*
liany persouns attributed Vinota's success in Telangana

to the fact that it was a Communist-ridden and terror-stricken

area, They sald that his appeal could not have any general

response. Why should the haves of ncn-terrorised areas part

with their land simply on Vinobat's asking, they curmured.
Vinoba quietly listened to this type of criticlsm, but gave
no reply. |

Happily, the opportunity to experiment with his new

message came Lo Vinoba within 2 few months, One day, on August 10,

| 195%, Shri R. K. Patil, his old friend and a member of the Nate

| ional Planning Commission, called on him to gather his im-

pressions on the Draft Report of the First Five Year Plan.
The

J Vinoba was deeply hurt by what he had seen in Telangana,
| fast deteriorating social and economic condition of the country
as a whole pained him, BPEut wvhat pained him most was the fact
that, in his opinion, the First Five Year Plﬁ had evaded some
( of the'kbasic problems of the country, He criticised in part-

icular the provision in the plan for an import of three million
He also felt very unhappy at

tons of food=-grains every year.
the disregard shown by the Planning Commission towards khadi

and other village industries.

1. Harijan, 29 Septexmber, 1951,
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Shri R, K. Patil conveyed Vinoba's impreasions to
Jawaharlsl Nehru, Chalrman of the National Planning Commission

and Prime Finister of India, Never before had the Draft Report

been more severely and more sincerely criticised, Pendit Nehru

thereupon wrote to Vinoba that he wanted to see him in order to

discuss the Plan,
The invitation from Nehru worked as an incentive for

Vinoba., He resolved to start for Dalhi on foot on Sent, 12,
1951. Addressing a large gathering at Paunar in his post-prayer
meeting on the previous eveninz (i.e., Sept. 11, 195l-~his birth-

day) he said:

If it 1s regarded that land could be obtainod in
Telangana because it was a cormunist-infected area,

we must abandon all hope of a nom-violent revolu-
tion in India....If we grasp the fundemental idea
behind this Yajna, I hope the rich will honor the
poor and donate lands to me. In case this hope

49 realised it will leng a mighty support to the

non-violent revolution.
Then and there he was presented with 75 acres of land.

Next morning he commenced his march to Delhi,
Vinoba covered 2bout twelve to sixteen miles every day.

His party included & dogen companicns, men, women, and younzsters,

as also a builockecart, His first halt was at Seldoh at the
Pannal Ashram of Dr, J., C. Kumarappa, the well-known Gandhian

economist and authority on village industries. Reaching Nagpur

Vinoba and His Niission (1954)

2. JSuresh Ramabhal:
p. 49. ,
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on September 15, Vinoba put his life-mission in these few words:

Ti1l God keeps strength in me I shall tour_the
country and beg for land for the landless,)

At a meeting of constructive workers at Nagpur, he
said that he wanted to create an atmosphere to bring about a
changs in the structure of the present society through a non-
violent revolution., Without such a revolution, they could not
solve the grave problems facing thaﬁ. ‘He &ppealed to all who
bhad land to voluntarily part with some of it, According to
him; land like air and water was the Corimon property of the
people and theré should be an equitable distributicn of it.
vhat he wanted was to generate the power of the people and
wake them develop their own strength and capacity to sclve the
prohlem without waiting for the Governmant to do 1it,
During the seven days from September 11 to Septexber 17,
Vinoba walked 111 miles and obtained about 2,000 acres of land,
an average of a little less than 300 acres per day. The daily
average in Telangana being about 200 acres, it showed that for
its fulfillment Bhoodan Yajna movement did not require the
background of lcocot and terror.
Vinoba asked for land as a right of the people; in fact
he wanted to restore it to its real owner, He asked for it from
ell, the rich as well as the poor. It was the latter who re=-

sponded more easily and quickly. The response in unsophisticated

3, Ibid. p. 49.
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villages was far more than that in towns or citles., In villa.es
too, the comparatively poor people swpassed their richer brethren
in the act of donation. Of course, in due course of tiua, the
rich alao were moved by the moral force generated by the moveuent,
ad they caze forward with their generocus contribution.

Vinoba's last halt in Madhya Pradesh was on October 7,
1951, at Kalthaun, The toftal land denated in a trip of 2) days
amounted to 6,700 acres from 562 donors of whom 541 danated less
than 25 acres each, nine between 25 and 50 acres each and thirteen
abeve 100 acres each,

On October 8, Vinoba entered the Jhansi District of Uttar

Pradesh., Before reaching Delhi he paid short wvisits to the neigh-

boring States of Vindhya Pradesh, lMadhya Bharat aand Rajsathan
also. Many famous Hirdi writers, poets and journallsts, 9.g.,
Shri Maithili Sharan Gupta, Shri Ramdheri Singh Dinkar, Shrirati

Mshadevi Varma, Shri Banarsi Das Chaturvedi, etc., offered Vinoba

their whole-hearted co-operation. Vinoba took thelr hzlp in

finalising a Hindi version of the last eightcen verses of the
second.discourse of the Gita which formed part of Bapu's evening

prayer, It is significant that in his prayer-nmeetings in Telan-

gana Vinoba was reciting the Telugu version of these verses--a

the second discourse of the Bhagwad-

he Verses 55-72 of taS B¢ a stnitaprajna or a man of

Gita describe the characterist
secure understanding,
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practice vhich enceurcd him &1l the mcre to the pevple thers,
In ¥achya Prudesh he cazrried on the Lurathi version frowm his
Civa!., = For the Hindi-speckirg areus of Korthern India, ohri
Slyaram Sheren Gupta's Eindl versicn, as finalised at this
tire, conetituted & regular part cf Vincba's evening prayere
ﬁeetings,

At Jhansi the c¢city of the Yawous Kani Lakshuibai,
Vinoba ‘appealed to the pecple to donate land in the nawe of the
brave woman-warrior., &t G'.valiar, Yinoba addressed a aeeting
of Jagirdars also in which he appualed to thew to ponder over
the absurdity of individuz=l ovmer:zhip of land vwhich has bgen
called as lio‘cher}}i‘ the Vedas. Le was, he gaid, as much their
friend as also of the pcor. The Joglrdars, woved by Vinoba's
appeal; agsured him of their help. |

Vinoba pacesed through the districts of Aszra and Kathura
bsfore arriving Iin Aligarh City where he addressed the students
Frou there he walked on to
He

of the Alfgarh Muslim University,
Celhi throuzh the districts of Bulandshahar and Meerut,
entered Delhi on November 13, 1951 after having covered a dis=

tance of 792 miles frox his Paunar Ashra: in slxty-two days®

march, 5
Vinoba stayed in Delhi in a little thatdhed hut at

Rajghat near Gandhiji's Samadhi. All sorts of pecple, from the

President and Prime Minister of India to common scavengers,

5. Gitai i3 Vinoba's translation fn Marathi couplets
of the Bhagwad-~(Gita,
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called upon hic--z touchirng sfight illustrating the power of

soul-force,
Vinoba introduced himself to Lelhi's gopulace as the

Puranic Vaman and 'ez'cplained his three steps in the following

mannerx:

What I want the people to do is, first, to part
with scme of their land. OSecondly, they should
enzage themsslves in the services of othsrs.
Finally, in their service they should give up &ll
&nd voluntarily sacrifice everything., This is

the path into vhich I want to initizte the people.?

It way be mentioned that Viaoba diacuésad the.Draft
| Report of the Five Year Plsn with the Planning Comuissior enmd
J also 4ts chairman, the Prime Kinister, 'rl;e two major di££érencea
| in their approaches remained uni'osolvad. .‘l‘he first was about
food imports, Vinoba wanted no food imports, while acbofﬂing
to the Plamming Cowmissicn's Leport there were to be i‘oéd i~
ports for an indefinite period, The secand wajor difference
was about ecployment. Vinoba wanted a policy of full ezploy-
ment for all. The Flanning Comidssion agreed thet it was théii'

duty, but they said that they could nct, under the exlsting ¢

cumstances, undertake it.
After having cpent eleven diys in Delhi s Vinoba ree
sumed his walking tour of Uttar Fradesh in the early hours of

the mornin'g of Novezber 24, 1951. Since he demandeg about ong- |

- 6. The puranas descridbe how the incarmation of g
the form of Vaman j..e., Dwarf covered the whole earth in tﬁﬁ,ﬁ““epa

7. The pindustan Times, New Pelhi, 15 Nov;", 1951,
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fifth or oue-zixth of the entire cultivable land in the couatry,
hs wanted onc crore {(i.c. %en willica) acres of land froa Utbar
Pradesh. 4s a first insbalment, however, the caustructive workers
of this State, meetinz at lathura on Noveuber I wnd duriang Vinoba's
presence (when hie was on his way to Delhi), resclved to collect .
five lakhs (i.e. 500,000) of aeres within one year. This decision
marks & twrning point in tie history of the hoodlan Yajna move~
ment, for 1t was the first occasion wlen workers of my part of
the country decided to work for this movezsnt with a definite
target before then,

The main burden of Bhcoodan work in Uttar Pradesh was
shouldered by Baba Raghav Das and Shri Xaran Bhai. The movement _
gathered nomentums day by day. Ther_e were saveral touch-ing sceness
when some poor and unsophisticatedlpeop'le cane Lo Vinoba at late
hours of night to offer their contributions, Vinoba walked
through 35 districts of the State before enterinys the ancient

city of {ashi (Banaras). OCn April 12, he reached the village

€. 4t the villzge of Chaudalpur in Moradabad district,
a blind man, Kam Charan by naco, accompanied by a friend, reached
Vinobats camp after midnight at 1 a.x, 4ll1 were aslsep. Lerchance
cne worker in the camp got up and inculred of the blind nan what
brought him there, He said, "l am told that here is 2 Baba whe
accepts landegifts for the poor. I have got but twelve bighas of
land whick I want to donate to hix.,™ The giftedeed (Dan Fatra)
was filled in by the worker and Ram Charan's finper«print taken
on it. Thereafter, the great denor walked back to his village six
miles off. Vinoba came to know of 1t next morning, Referrinz to

this incident in his evening 2ddress he remirked:
"They suy that ham Charan was blind., 5ut in fact it
is we who are blind, We should know that in Ram
Charan’s form, the feet (Lharan) of God (Ram) himgelf
Lad come to bless the Phoodan Iajra, " Y
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colony of OsSevapuri, soze fourteen miles from Banaras City and

also the hearquortersz of the U. P. Provincial Ehoodan Yajna

Comnittee,

Ab Sevepuri, om April 13«16, 1952, was held the fourth
annual Samcelan {or session} of Sarvodaya Samazj. Total lend -
collected in the country by that time smounted to 102,361 acres
chtained from 4,936 dorors, oShri Shankar Leo Dev, secrctary of
Sarvodayé samai and Sarva Seva Saﬁgh, placed a resolution before
the Sammelan, calling for a collection of twenty-five lakhs of
acreg of land for EBhoodan Yajna within two years a&s a fiyst ine-
stalment to fulfil Vinoba's derand of flve crorss, in order to
establish a classless and exploltation free soclety on the bzsis
of truth and non-violence, This resolution as well as the addresses

of Vinoba, icharya J. B. Kripalani, Shri Purushottam Das Tandoﬁ
and others, fillsd the lurge gathering of constructive workers
that caice fron différent perts of the country with a new;messagé
end hope.

The Sevapuri Sammelan registered & landmark in the growth
and development of the Bhoodan movement, It assuned en all-India
character, and Bhoodan message thereafter began to be conveyed
to every nook and corner of the country,

As mentioned above, Vinoba had already covered 35 gist -
ricts of Uttar Pradesh. He now started for the rezaining 15,
Leaving Sevapuri on April 20, 1952 and passing through the diste
ricts of Jaunpur, Faizabed, Lucknow and Unnao, he reached Kenpur
on May 13, 1952, Kanpur was the first place where the full quota
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£ land fixed for bthe district was dozated cen tha very first
day of Vinoba's arrival, Vinoba then ralsed the danpur quota
d the guota

AT

to ene laih acres, In frct, from aow on he raise

of all the othsr U, P. districta which fell on his way.
Yinoba distributed

oy 1

Pukhrayan in Zsnpur district, on May 17, 1952,
land to the landless--the firat event of its iklad in U. 2,

A netahle event dwrin. Vinoba's mareh in the districts

that he covered next was ab lMangroth in Hemirpur District,

Vinoba was on his w2y to Italia (District Haulrpur] when on May

23, 1952, at breakfast hour, he was presented with 101 acres of

land by the residents of Mangroth that lay twe ailes away from

the spot. Accepting the gift and saying that "3abai Bhumi Oopal

Ki? {211 land belongs te Cepal), Vinoba rarched on. These words
seized the hesrts of residents of Mangroth, One of thexn, viz,.,
Diwan Shatrughan Singh, sugcested that all the 6 landowing
faizilies of the village should offer thelr entire land in Bhoodan

Yajna gso that they and the forty landless fomilies may live

anéd own land like one blg joint faxlly, Diwanjits
ey 2k, 1952 the entire lmd of

together
gfforts were successful &nd on

the villaze of Maengroth was offered to Vinoba who was at that

tixne at Rath nearby.
vhole villaze) which was later to becozme so popular in Orissa,

This was the Mirst Gramdan (the gift of

Ainother noteworthy event of Vinoba's tour in the Bundelke
hand area of U.P. tock place in the district of Banda, On Kay 33,
1952, at Banda town, ckrd Jayaprekash Narayan, the well-known

docialist leader, fresh from the Pachmarhi convention of the
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Socialist Party of India, saw Vinoba., In Vinoba's prayer

meeting Jayaprakash Norayan daclared:

After 30th January, 1948, one felt that the

inspiration which enthused us to sacriiice and
suffering had sone for good, Bus it is azain
being now felt that we can solve. our problems
by non-violence, I trust thot through this i
instrusent of Bhoodan Yajna, the two currents ¥
of Gandhism end Socialism would meet 1like Ganga 5
and Jamuna and contribute to India's yroaperity %

and betternent.9

=
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This waes a prelude %o the converzion which was to follow

Gt i

a few months later, culminating in Shri Jayaprakash's turning

into a gellant and eloguent champion of Virobats mission.

Towards the end of June 1952, the city end the district >1
of Allahabad gave Vinoba a rousing reception., The land donations h. |
in Allahabad district totalled 27,561 scres, the highest siven L

by any district in Vinoba's tour s=o far,

The ten weeks of.heavy rain, fron early July to Sept.l2,
1952, Vincba spent at Kashi Vidyapith in Bensres City. The
amownt of land donzted to kim in his tour after the Sevapuri
Sammelan was far avove the previcus figures, 4in idea ef the
growing pace of the movement can be had from the following table
which shows the daily averaze of gifts obtained by Vinoba 1in

f the course of his travels through Telangana and then on to

Kashi Vidyapith.

| 9. Suresh ramabhal: Vinoba and }His Missionde.(1Qs«
- +{ on,é_ (1954)
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Ho. Hegiou Days Land Obtuined Jaily ave-
taken {in Acres) rage({in Acres)
1 Telanzana - £0 12,201 203
- 2 On to Zelht ., 64 19,436 303

3 Mearut to .
Sitapur - 91 28,308 311

4 Bahreaich to
Sevapuri - 49 46,088 L90

5 Sevapuri to g o
Vidyapith or 76 1,68,643 2,219

Septcmber 11, 1952, the 57th birthday of Vinoba was his

lasy day at Kachi Vidyapith, about 500 Bhoodan workers frem all

over the State assexbled there to receive Vinoba's wmessage on thé

: eve of his departure for Bihar. It was on this day that Vinoba

I made the resolve not to zo bxk o his Paramdbam Ashram uniil the
land problem of the country was solved. le appealsed to the workers
to intensify the Tapas so that the Yajna and the Uén nuy be fulfiiled.

e said,

Yajna and
is for us
ccasgtimte

During his ten-month-stay in U. P,, Vinoba weut round

Dan are e¢xpected from the people, but it
to intengify the Tapas....the three tozether
ong indivisible whole,ll

every district except Almora. In all, he encamped at 257 places

10. Harijan. 8 Nov., 1952.
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in U, P., coversd 3,759 miles «ad obtalued 295,028 acres, oeaides,
¢ was glven 231 welle, one tubeg-wzll, 34 pairs of bullocks, six

housee, one bungulow, one daaraashala, sleven ploughs, a thousand-

rupee=-worth of a_ricultural tools, four Persizn whesls, 130,000
bricks, 15 bass of cesment, four poads, 531 trees as al@o trees
’ > s g 3

worth Rs. 15,500 and geveral maunds of seeds, Ir eddition, he

was given Shraedan {ift of labor) also.
The Shoodan lovenent entered ancther decisive staze during
Vincbal's long svay 2n Sibar, Biber is & lend of e yoor, There
are 17 dis ts in the State with a population of about 4O million,
Vinoba paszed throuk the districts of Jhahabad, Petna and saran
16

before avriving in rutnz City on 23 Cctuber, 1952, The TSEL ONSe

that Bihar pave te Shoodern dwring these five or six wetks wos not

very encouragluig. However, as evident fiom his uttercnces ever
since he ertered iihar, Virobe was ewrnestly thiuking of tackling
Eibar's land problem con & perwanent basis, The idea was.constantly
Ccllnb tc his mind tlat if he mercly ccntinued to tour the country
the way he was doing, he would get at wmost oune to two uiilion
ecree in a pgeriocd of five or six yeers. Times were woving fost
end if the greblem wis aol solved within a specifiad oerlod the
kopes of ushering in a non—viol°vt socizl order would remain une
fulfilled, '

Thirking alonz these lines, Vincba made the great resolve

not to 1eave_81har until its land problem was so0lved, KHe declared

this in Petna City on Ostober 23, 1952,

!-__1.«
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lext dey, i.e. on Cote 2%, 1354, Vinoba placsd befors

the poople tiwe ddew of Swpatiidan Yajne {(,ift of wsalth)s 48
il
¢vldent froz. the Sapattideanm Yajnu pled.e , the charuacteristics

¢f this yajna axe:
(1) ikt ceaor haz to wnate & certals percentaze
of his income or expenditure throughout his life, or
at least for five yeers (o begln with; - ;
{(1l) l.oaey would reacin with the donor hinself;

(1il) e would spend it in such & meprer ac Vineoba
nay desire him to doj _
| {1V) Fe would meintain an account of the money

cpent aud swbndt the seane regulorly te Vinoba or
his nominee,

Cn Qct. 25, 1952, the EBihar State Congrass Lomittee
unanimously adopted & resolution supporiing the Bhoodan'Yajna
movement and b aking definite steps for its success. Such sﬁpporc
fron the State Congress was the £irst of ios kind in the country,
A slmilar resoluilion was adogted the saue day by the varvodaya
workers of pihar--a group which included the louders of the Bihér
rraja socialist Party, the vongress and tie other parties.

Vinoba next thoupht of Couceatracing his sfforus in cne
particular district of usihar. The district of Gaya, with the
eternal mewories of tae Buddha, was selected for sils iuteusive
worg, Vinobals svcxeharv sard damgdar U¢Jl‘undaaa was sent o

speed up Lhe work thore. In the weantdue, Vinoba walked on to

1., Jee Appendix [,
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Chandwa (Listidiel Falamaw) weich 1s inbeuited by wieri incle.
There un Luvewbedr <ep, lH,4, Vinobd leCeivew v 1080 Uiwa 400
vanmpetras (giltl-deeds), lhe Lignwot nu.ber on eny oiu.le du)

thus far. Un vecwauber 10, 1G5<, wWen Viweba was in oinghinaw

District, he fell ill, Ne grew 00 weal: Tubt Le could Lot wilk,

but he insistea on wmeintainiug nis pregruue oo he Lock to Lhe

bullockecart. However, by ihe Lime Lo arrdived in Chaudil (Lis-

trict hianbhua), bhis conuitivn bDecCale §o bad tuat tuerc wis no
question of going saywhere, on foot or btullocs-cart or otherwile.
he thereiore stiyed on at Chawdil until tihe Sth sessicn f L&rve
oGaya Samaj that wes later hela tleire on Mexch 7-9, 1523,

A very important eveat in ths history of bBheodan IZsjia
was Shri J&yapfaksh herayan's declaraticn, towards the eud of
the year 195%, to devote his tiwe &nd energy to thds zovenaat,

The Chandil Sarvodaya coaferonce mur<ed aanother decisive
thooden fajna movezcut. Two of Thc tnrse resclutions
Coufersuce were in connccticn with lhoodan and

Nov only did the

stage for e

passed by Che
Cram¥en, the third one being about prohibiticn.
confarence reiteraie their decisiou taxen the grevivia jyear as
sSevapuri, vis., to collect 27 lakhs acres of land by April 1354,
but it also resclvad the establishmsut of &n exploitaticn-free

and equality=-full society by the aqulsition of five crores of
acres before 1357,

The addresses ol ?inoba and Jayaprakash harayan at the
Chandil Sammelan were very iudpiring. Vinoba put forth & four-

fold program:
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(1) Integration of constructive work institutions
into one homogeneous unit,

{11) collection of five crore acres of land in Bhoodan
Yajna by 1957; .

(111) Sampattidan Yajna; and

(V) yarn offering.

This meant that the constructive workers were "to wind up &as
many of their present activities as possible and to plunge
thexselves in the Bhoodan work, The Bhoodan work does not mean
Just one mare addition to their activities but something which
comprehends all of them and izgich is, therefore, entitled to
claim their sole attention.® -

The Chandil Conference gave a new inspiration to the
workers who then spread out in their respective areas.  Vinoba
resumed Yhis trek through Bihar on 12 March, 1953--after about
three months! fateful stay at Chandil,

The effect of the growing Bhoodan Yajna movement on
the richer land-owning section of Bihar was very rewarkahble,
The Raja of Ramgarh donated one lakh and one acres, the Raja of
Ranka donated 115,501 acres, and the Kaharajadhiraj of Sarbhanga
donated 118,800 acres. The Raja of Ramgardh accompanied Vinoba
throughout his sojourn in the Hazaribagh District, The RKaja of

Palkot worked as convener of the Ranchi Districy Bhoodan Comumittes

pp——- RS et

12. From Vinoba's letter to a ¢
published in Harijan dated 11 Apg‘fgffgggijn worker
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A complete story of Vincbha's R7=-month-stay in Lihar would
be extremely fascinating, Because of lack of space, however, only
a few of its maln hi h-lizhts are given here.

In all, Vinoba visited about 5,000 villagces of Bihar
and spoke out his message directly to more than five million
peasants aof the State, His ™"melodious syuyhony moved the chiords

of the heart of Bihar's loving anc intelligent populace™ in a
13

very "subtle and silent™ manner. As mentioned eariier, Gaya

District was particularly chosen by Vinoba for intensive work.

He walked on from one place to the other, passing through Caya

District whenever it was on his way. On January 30, 1954, the

sixth death-anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, he entered Gaya
Dletrict for the fourth time and amnounced his pled;e not to

go out of it until the entire quota of three lekhs of acres for

the Gaya District was realised. It nay be added here that the

quota for the State of Bihar as a whole was
Vinoba was still in Gaya District when the

3,2 million acres,.
sixth Annual

session of the Jarvodaya Samaj was held on April 18-20, 13954

The session was attencded by

at Sarvodayapuri near ZSodh-Gaya.
sons from all over the country, inc-

more than five thousand per
it Nehru and Dre. nadhacrishn&t.

luding Dr. Hajendra Prasad, Pand .
The highlizht of the Bodh-Gaya Sanselan was Jayupraxash

s dediction and call for Jivandan (gift of 1ife). Azong

Harayan'
resolve at the sai8 time, mention may be

others viho took this

13. Sarvodaya, February 1955, Pe 235.
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made of the names of Shrimati Asha Devi Aryanaykam and Shri
Dhirendra Majumdar,

The resolution adopted at the Conference expressed joy
at the collection of 2,615,101 acres of land from 237,022 donors
within the last two years--an achievement of the target fixed
in the Sevapuri resolution--aad reaffirmed that the underlying
idea was not merely to collect or distribute land but to buildup
an gxploitation-free and classless society. In the words of
Shri Shankarac Deo, the message of thils Sammelan was that "life
itzelf is a yajna",

shile leaving Gaya for North Bihar, Vinoba Saild:

The quota (fur Gaya District) could be fulfilled in

any of the three ways. First, by coll<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>