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AN INVESTIGATION OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF A SATURDAY SCHOOL 
PROGRAM IN REDUCING THE RATE OF TRUANCY AMONG NINTH AND 

TENTH GRADE HABITUALLY TRUANT STUDENTS

A bs t r ac t  of  D i s s e r t a t i o n  

This study was undertaken as an e m p i r i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  to 

determine whether the r a t e  of  t ruancy,  grade po int  averages and 

a t t i t u d e s  toward school of  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n inth and t en th  

grade students were a f f e c t e d  a f t e r  the s t u d e n t ’ s p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in 

a mandatory Saturday School Program.

Subjects were h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i n th  and t ent h grade  

students chosen from two se lec ted schools w i t h i n  the W h i t t i e r  

Union High School D i s t r i c t  in W h i t t i e r ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  Of the t o t a l  

sample of  130 s tudent s ,  a t o t a l  of  55 students p a r t i c i p a t e d  in a 

t r a d i t i o n a l  ( c o n t r o l )  Saturday School Program and 75 students  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  in an exper imenta l  Saturday School Program. Compar

isons were drawn between the t r a d i t i o n a l  and exper imental  groups 

and between the two grade l e v e l s  and genders.  Analysis  of  

Var iance (ANOVA) was the s t a t i s t i c a l  technique used to assess the 

e f f e c t  o f  the Saturday School Program on the v a r i a b l e s  

i d e n t i f i e d .  A r ese ar ch er  designed student  o p i n i o n n a i r e  was used 

to assess student  a t t i t u d e  toward school .

The main f i n d i n gs  were: (1)  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i nt h and

t ent h grade students reduce t h e i r  r a t e  o f  t ruancy  f o l l o w i n g  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in Saturday School .  Ninth grade students showed a
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g r e a t e r  re duc t i on  in r a t e  of  t ruancy than did t e nt h  grade 

students .  (2)  The grade po in t  averages of  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  

ni n t h  and t ent h grade students d e c l i n e d ,  as much as o n e - h a l f  a 

grade po int  in some cases,  f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in Saturday  

School .  (3)  The a t t i t u d e  toward school of  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  

ni nt h and t e nt h  grade students was not n o t i c e a b l y  a f f e c t e d  

f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in Saturday School.  ( 4 )  For the three  

v a r i a b l e s  s t u d i e d ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in Saturday School was found to 

have a g r e a t e r  e f f e c t  on h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  male students than on 

h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  female s t udent s .  (5)  For the t h r ee  v a r i a b l e s  

s tud i ed ,  th e re  was no appr ec ia bl e  d i f f e r e n c e  between the students  

who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School Program as 

compared wi th the students who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the exper imental  

Saturday School Program.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The author  is indebted to a gr ea t  many people f o r  t h e i r  

ass i stance  wi th  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  Appr ec ia t i on  is  extended to 

Drs.  D. Anema, J.  Kobayashi ,  R. Reimer and S. T r o t t e r  f o r  t h e i r  

i n s i g h t f u l  and c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  and suggest ions.  Special  

a p p r e c i a t i o n  is extended to Dr.  D. Brennan f o r  his advice and 

support  throughout  the e n t i r e  process of  the w r i t i n g  of  the 

d i s s e r t a t i o n  and to Dr.  B. Hopkins f o r  his advice and assistance  

wi th  the research and the methodology f o r  the study.

Gr a t i t u d e  is  extended to the many s tudents ,  f a c u l t y  and 

s t a f f  in the W h i t t i e r  Union High School D i s t r i c t  f o r  t h e i r  

pat ience  and cooperat ion wi thout  which the research would have 

been i m p o ss i b l e .

The author  is  e s p e c i a l l y  and deeply indebted to his wi fe  and 

daughter  whose s a c r i f i c e s ,  support  and encouragement made t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  po s s i b l e .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

LIST OF TABLES...............................................................................................................i l l

Chapter
I .  BACKGROUND OF THE P R O B L E M .........................................................  1

I n t r o d u c t i o n  ...................................................................................... 1
Extent  of  the P r o b l e m ..............................................................  2
I m p l i c a t i o n s  of  the Problem ...........................................  7
Purpose of  the S t u d y ................................................................... 9
Statement of  the P r o b l e m .........................................................  10
S i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  the Problem . . ......................................  12
D e f i n i t i o n  of  T e r m s ............................  14
Scope of  the S t u d y .......................................................................  16
L i m i t a t i o n s ...................................................................................... 16
Or gani za t i on  of  the S t u d y ..................................................... 18

I I .  REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE..............................................................  20

I n t r o d u c t i o n  ......................................................................................  20
Truancy/Absenteeism ................................................................... 21
Saturday School ............................................................................  30
A l t e r n a t i v e  Attendance Programs ......................................  32
A t t i t u d e s  Toward School /Academic Achievement . . .  37
Truancy and Dropping Out of  S c h o o l .................................. 40
C o n c l u s i o n ........................................................................................... 42

I I I .  METHODOLOGY........................................................................................... 45

I n t r o d u c t i o n  ......................................................................................  45
Saturday School Programs I n v e s t i g a t e d  ........................  45
S e le c t i on  of  Schools ................................................................... 47
S e le c t i on  of  Subjects ..............................................................  51
I n s t r u m e n t s ...................................................................................... 53
Data G a t h e r i n g .................................................................................  54
Data A n a l y s i s .................................................................................  55

IV.  DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS OF THE D A T A .................................. 57

I n t r o d u c t i o n  ......................................................................................  57
D es c r i p t i on  o f  Truancy D a t a ..............................................  57
D es cr ip t i on  of  Grade Point  Average Data .......................  62
D es c r i p t i on  of  Data f o r  A t t i t u d e  Toward School . . 66
D e sc r i p t i on  of  Data f o r  Saturday School Programs

I n v e s t i g a t e d  .................................................................................  72
A t t i t u d e  Toward School ..............................................................  79

i

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



V. ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF THE HYPOTHESES,
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS . . . . 84

Acceptance or Re j ect ion  of  the Hypotheses . . . .  84
H y p o t h e s e s ...................................................................................... 84

Summary and Conclusions .........................................................  88
Truancy R a t e .................................................................................  89
Grade Point  A v e r a g e ..............................................................  90
A t t i t u d e  Toward School .........................................................  90

S u m m a r y ...............................................................................................  91
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ....................................................  92

BIBLIOGRAPHY .............................................................................................................. 96

APPENDIX
Student Op in i onna i re  ...................................................................  102

i i

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



L IS T  OF TABLES

1. Tota l  Enrol lment  at  The Comprehensive High Schools . . 48

2. Ninth and Tenth Grade Enrol lments at  The Comprehensive
High S c h o o l s .................................................................................................49

3. C a l i f o r n i a  Assessment Test  Scores For Each Of The
Comprehensive High Schools .......................................................... 51

4. P a r t i c i p a n t s  in T r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School Program
( C a l i f o r n i a  High School)  ..............................................................  52

5. P a r t i c i p a n t s  in Exper imental  Saturday School Program
( W h i t t i e r  High School)  ...................................................................  52

5. Mean D i f f e r e n c e  For Truancy Rate For The Total
S a m p l e ............................................................................................................... 58

7. ANOVA For Truancy Rate For The Tota l  S a m p l e .......................... 59

8.  Mean D i f f e r e n c e  For Truancy Rate For the Tota l  Sample
By Grade Level and G e n d e r ................................................................60

9. ANOVA For Truancy Rate By Grade Level and Gender . . .  61

10. Mean D i f f e r e n c e  For Grade Point  Average For The
Tota l  S a m p l e ................................................................................................. 62

11. ANOVA For Grade Point  Average For The Tota l  Sample . . 63

12. Mean D i f f e r e n c e  For Grade Point  Average For Total
Sample By Grade Level And Gender ...........................................  64

13. ANOVA For Grade Point  Average For The Tota l  Sample . . 65

14. Mean D i f f e r e n c e  For A t t i t u d e  Toward School For The
Tota l  S a m p l e ................................................................................................. 67

15. ANOVA For A t t i t u d e  Toward School For The Total
S a m p l e ............................................................................................................... 68

i i i

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



16. Mean D i f f e r e n c e  For A t t i t u d e  Toward School For The
Tota l  Sample By Grade Level and G e n d e r ...................................70

17. Mean D i f f e r e n c e  For Truancy Rate For The Exper imental
Saturday School Program ..............................................................  73

18. Mean D i f f e r e n c e  For Truancy Rate For The T r a d i t i o n a l
Saturday School Program ......................................    73

19. ANOVA For Truancy Rate For The T r a d i t i o n a l  and The
Exper imental  Saturday School Programs .............................  75

20.  Mean D i f f e r e n c e  For Grade Point  Average For The
Exper imental  Saturday School Program .................................. 76

21. Mean D i f f e r e n c e  For Grade Point  Average For The
T r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School Program .................................. 77

22.  ANOVA For Grade Point  Average For The T r a d i t i o n a l  and
The Exper imental  Saturday School ...........................................  79

23.  Mean D i f f e r e n c e  For A t t i t u d e  Toward School For The
Exper imental  Saturday School Program .................................. 80

24.  Mean D i f f e r e n c e  For A t t i t u d e  Toward School For The
The T r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School Program ........................  81

i v

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



CHAPTER I 

BACKGROUND OF THE PROBLEM

I n t r o d u c t i  on

Incr ea s i ng  l ack  of  at tendance among students in secondary  

schools causes f r u s t r a t i o n  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  tea cher s ,  coun

se lor s  and par ents .  Whi le t he re  are d i s t i n c t i o n s  which may be 

drawn between the pr imary measures of  a t tendance,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

t ruancy and t a r d i n e s s ,  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  caused by e i t h e r  or both 

of  these occurrences can be s i g n i f i c a n t .  Habi tua l  and p e r s i s t e n t  

pa t t e r ns  o f  poor at tendance equate to a s u b s t a n t i a l  loss of  class  

t ime and i n s t r u c t i o n .  Success in the educat iona l  s e t t i n g  r e 

qui res  c o n t i n u i t y  of  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  classroom p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  guided 

study and other  l e a r n i n g  exper i ences .  S t ud e n t s ’ i n t e r a c t i o n  wi th  

each other  and wi th competent and t a l e n t e d  teachers is v i t a l .  

Without ques t i on ,  the e f f e c t s  of  i n c r e a s i n g l y  high r a te s  of  non- 

at tendance among s tudents ,  due to t ruancy ,  d i s r u p t  the educa

t i o n a l  process on the secondary school campus.

When t h i s  l ack  of  at tendance is extended to the secondary  

school ’ s n i n t h  and t ent h grade students ,  the e f f e c t s  of  poor  

at tendance behavior  can be p a r t i c u l a r l y  damaging. I t  is dur ing  

t h i s  per iod t h a t  students develop the p a t t e r n s  of  p u n c t u a l i t y  in 

at tendance impor tant  to success in school .

1
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The n i nt h and t ent h grade students,  o f t e n t i m e s ,  appear  

locked in a t ime warp from t h e i r  older  school peers.  This  

d i f f e r e n c e  is due in p ar t  to lower academic s k i l l  l e v e l s  as wel l  

as low l e v e l s  of  m a t u r i t y  and se l f - es t ee m among ninth and t ent h  

grade s t ude nt s .  Reid (1983)  reported t h a t  "among the c r i t i c a l  

periods in the onset of  school absenteeism, . . . the f i r s t  years  

of  secondary educat ion are p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t . "  The author  

went on to r e p o r t  t h a t  t he re  was a lowering of  morale among 

c e r t a i n  a t - r i s k  pupi1s caused by segregat ion o f  students i n t o  

academic and non-academic groups.  The combinat ion of  low l e v e l s  

of  s e l f - e s t e e m  and m a t u r i t y  can p o t e n t i a l l y  cause the younger  

students to f e e l  uncomfortable at  school and, in t u r n ,  may cause 

them to want to avoid school .

Extent  of  the Problem 

Much of  the funding f o r  school d i s t r i c t  operat ions is based 

on student  a t tendance.  Secondary school d i s t r i c t s  f ee l  the 

impact of  high r a tes  of  absenteeism and t ruancy through the loss  

of  funding as a r e s u l t  of  decreased Average D a i l y  Attendance  

(ADA). According to the C a l i f o r n i a  Educat ional  Code, Sect ion  

46330,  " the average d a i l y  at tendance in the high schools of  a 

d i s t r i c t  . . .  is the q u o t i e n t  a r i s i n g  from d i v i d i n g  the t o t a l  

number of  days of  pupi l  at tendance . . . dur ing the f i s c a l  year  

by the number of  days school was a c t u a l l y  taught  . . ."
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While the computat ion of  ADA is important  to the funding of  

secondary schools,  Jacobson (1984)  suggested t h a t  at tendance  

accounting procedures encourage the documentation of  absences in 

order  to r e ce i v e  funding r a t h e r  than the remediat ion of  a t t e n 

dance problems.

Students whose absences are not excused, and can be con

sidered t r u a n c i e s ,  pose a mounting concern f o r  secondary 

educators.  Under sect ion 48260 of  the C a l i f o r n i a  Educat ion Code, 

t ruancy or a t r u a n t  is def ined as:

Any pupi l  . . . who is absent from school w i thout  v a l i d  
excuse f o r  more than t hr ee  days or t ardy  in excess of  30 
minutes on each of  more than t hree days in a school  
year  . . .

Compulsory school at tendance laws are in force in a l l  50 states  

and the D i s t r i c t  of  Columbia,  y e t  r a t es  of  absenteeism in 

secondary schools are up nat ionwi de .

Bet ty W. Nyangoni ( 19 80 ) ,  C hi e f  Attendance O f f i c e r  f o r  the 

D i s t r i c t  of  Columbia Publ ic Schools,  in d i ca te d t h a t  f o r  each of  

the previous f i v e  years ,  school absenteeism ( i n c l u d i n g  t ruancy)  

ranked e i t h e r  f i r s t  or among the top f i v e  concerns of  the 

Nat ional  Associ at ion  of  Secondary School P r i n c i p a l s .  In a d d i 

t i o n ,  the author  i n d i ca t ed  t h a t  dur ing the same p e r i od ,  the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Associ at ion of  Pupi l  Personnel Workers refocused  

the goals and o b j e c t i v e s  of  t h a t  body s p e c i f i c a l l y  on school  

attendance r a t h e r  than on the broader  expanse of  pupi l  personnel  

serv i  ces .
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An in-house study from a f o u r - y e a r  suburban high school wi th

a l a r ge  student  enro l l ment  i n v e s t i g a t e d  the connect ion between

poor at tendance and t r ua nc y ,  and the i n c l i n a t i o n  f o r  students to 

drop out of  school .  During the summer of  1984, the records of  

the freshman class of  the 1983-84 school year  ( graduat ing class  

of  1987) were examined in order  to generate a l i s t  of  students  

who, by v i r t u e  of  the d e f i c i e n c y  of  the t o t a l  number of  earned 

c r e d i t s ,  were in danger of  not graduat ing wi th  t h e i r  c l a s s .  The 

hope was t h a t  these " p o t e n t i a l  dropouts" would be i d e n t i f i e d  

e a r l y  and i n t e r v e n t i o n s  i n i t i a t e d  in order  t h a t  they would remain 

in school and achieve gr adua t i on .  This in-house study noted t h a t  

48.7  percent  of  the number o f  students who were freshmen during  

the 1981-82 academic year  did not graduate in 1985. The r a t e  of  

dropouts f o r  the class o f  1986 was pr o j ec t ed  to be above 40 

percent  ( c la ss  s ize  of  467 students when e n r o l l e d  as freshmen in 

1982) .  The dropout r a t e  was pro j ect ed to remain at  l e a s t  as high 

f o r  the classes of  1987 and 1988 (c lass  s i z e  of  493 and 548

students r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  when e n r o l l e d  as f reshmen) .

Evidence e x i s t s  to suggest t h a t  secondary students who f a i l  

to at tend school wi th r e g u l a r i t y  are l i k e l y  to s u f f e r  academ

i c a l l y .  Di Scul lo  (1981)  repor ted t h a t  students whose at tendance  

pa t t e r ns  are acceptable  have s i g n i f i c a n t l y  higher  s a t i s f a c t i o n
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wi th t h e i r  school environment ,  and t h e i r  performance on ach ieve

ment and a p t i t u d e  t e s t s  is at  a h igher  l ev e l  as w e l l .  Ramos 

(1980)  s tudied student  percept ions  of  absenteeism and found t ha t  

low absentee students tend to achieve higher  grades than do t h e i r  

high absentee c o u n t e r p a r t s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  Ramos found t h a t  i f  a 

high school as a whole has a high r a t e  of  absenteeism,  those  

students who are f r e q u e n t l y  absent have a lower degree of  

achievement than do t h e i r  high absentee c ount er pa r t s  in high 

schools said to have low absenteeism.

Truancy among secondary students is mani fested in student  

a t t i t u d e s  as we l l  as student  achievement .  Robinson (1975)  

in d i c a t e d  t h a t  t ruancy from school occurred f r e q u e n t l y  among 

bored students who also showed a general  h o s t i l i t y  toward school ,  

f e l t  t h e i r  teacher s  did not take a gr e a t  deal of  i n t e r e s t  in 

them, and r e j e c t e d  the a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  t e a ch er s .  Brown (1976)  

found t h a t  more than 50 percent  o f  "at t enders"  in Washington D.C.  

high schools held more p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  toward school than did 

n o n - a t t e n d e r s . The Carnegie Counci l  on Pol icy  Studies  (1979)  

repor t ed " n e a r l y  o n e - h a l f  of  former high school s tudents  . . . 

consider  t h e i r  high school exper ience to have been of  no v a lu e . "

An i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t ruancy and subsequent behavior  

problems has been e s t a b l i s h e d .  Fox (1976)  s t ated  t h a t  t ruancy
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is one of  the y o un g st er ’ s e a r l i e s t  de l i nquent  acts and a p r e 

cursor  of  l a t e r  cour t  appearances.  Fox also found t h a t  f o r  many 

of  these d e l i n q u e n t s ,  f a i l u r e  to at tend school and v i o l a t i o n  of  

parenta l  a u t h o r i t y  may be the only "crimes" r e s u l t i n g  in legal  

a d j u d i c a t i o n .

M i n i c u c c i ,  Acosta,  DeLapp, Hernandez and Margol is  (1985)  in 

t h e i r  study i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  dropouts demonstrate c e r t a i n  charac

t e r i s t i c s  which included the tendency to be overaged f o r  t h e i r  

grade l e v e l ,  f e e l i n g  a l i e n a t e d  from school and f a i l i n g  d i s t r i c t  

p r o f i c i e n c y  t e s t s  and graduat ion requi rements.  The authors also  

found t h a t  in 1983,  f o r  example,  of  100,000 high school dropouts,  

41,000 l e f t  school in the t w e l f t h  grade because of  f a i l e d  

p r o f i c i e n c y  t e s t s .

I t  has been revea led t h a t  d i s c i p l i n a r y  measures such as 

suspensions are not e f f e c t i v e  in reducing t ruancy or dropout  

r a t e s .  L i t t  (1977)  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  students who are f r e q u e n t l y  

t r u a n t  are o f t e n  suspended f o r  a s p e c i f i c  number o f  days as 

punishment f o r  c u t t i n g  school .  Whi le a 15 percent  decrease in 

c u t t i n g  school r e s u l t e d  from formal  suspensions,  the author  noted 

t h a t  the e f f e c t s  f e l t  were maintained only on a shor t  term basis .

Teacher r e c o g n i t i o n  of  students has proved to have a 

p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  on t r u a n t  beha v i or .  Combs (1978)  found t ha t  

"at tendance r a t e s  of  students working wi th t eachers  who make 

f requent  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  contacts wi th  students are s i g n i f i c a n t l y

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



hi gher  . . . than at tendance r a t es  of  students working wi th Mow

c o n t a c t ’ t e a c h e r s . "

The u l t i m a t e  consequences of  p a t t e r ns  of  t ruancy and

dropping out of  school among secondary students impact l a r ge

numbers of  i n d i v i d u a l s  both d i r e c t l y  and i n d i r e c t l y .  Hul ing

(1980)  o f f e r e d  the f o l l o w i n g :

Dropouts pay a high p r ic e  f o r  the premature t e r m i n a t i o n  
of  t h e i r  formal  educat ion;  and . . . s oc ie ty  pays a pr ice  
f o r  the d r o p ou t ’ s d e c is io n .  Low educat ional  a t t a i nme nt  
and the f u n c t i o n a l  i l l i t e r a c y  . . . endangers . . . the 
long- term economic growth and increases the p u b l i c  cost  
of  w e l f a r e  dependency.

Adams (1976)  suggested t h a t  the out look may not be b r i g h t  f o r  the

high school dropout  s uc c es s fu l ly  secur ing and m a in t a in i ng

employment a f t e r  l e a v i ng  school .  In a study of  the r e l a t i o n s h i p

of  at tendance in school and employee at tendance in i n d u s t r y ,

Adams found t h a t  employees who tended to be absent on the job and

were dismissed as a r e s u l t ,  had a h i s t o r y  of  school absenteeism.

The importance of  educat ion has strong roots in our soc ie ty ,

and the e f f e c t s  of  t ruancy can be seen in long term,  damaging

consequences f o r  the i n d i v i d u a l  student  and s o c i e t y .  These

consequences c ar ry  wi th  them a t h r e a t  to the o v e r a l l  q u a l i t y  of

educat ion.

I m p l i c a t i o n s  of  the Problem 

The sense of  the importance o f  educat ion is founded on the
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phi losophy of  the need f o r  an e nl ight ene d,  l i t e r a t e  and produc

t i v e  c i t i z e n r y  in t h i s  s o c i e t y .  In his 10th Annual Report to the 

Massachusetts Board of  Educat ion in 1864, Horace Mann, an e a r l y  

advocate o f  pu b l i c  educat ion ,  i nd ica ted  his b e l i e f  in "the  

absolute r i g h t  of  every human being t h a t  comes i n t o  the world to 

an educat ion . . . which,  of  course,  proves the c o r r e l a t i v e  duty 

of  every government to see t h a t  the means o f  t h a t  educat ion are 

provided f o r  a l l . "

This basic  ph i lo so ph i ca l  asser t ion of  Mann has p r e v a i l e d  and 

i n f luenced the enactment of  many of  the present  day compulsory 

school at tendance laws.  Yet ,  as prev ious ly  i n d i c a t e d ,  the number 

of  students who are "non- at tenders"  cont inues to increase across 

the n a t i o n .  The problems o f  absenteeism and t ruancy and t h e i r  

l i n k  to the problem of  dropouts in secondary schools are of  

immense f i n a n c i a l  and soc ia l  importance to a l l  concerned wi th  

secondary educat ion.

Absenteeism has become the focus of  a n a t i o na l  p r i o r i t y  in 

educat ion.  Absenteeism, p a r t i c u l a r  t ruancy ,  has led to the 

p o s i t io n s  of  "Attendance Coor di na tor " ,  "Supervisor"  and "Coun

se lor"  becoming i n t e g r a l  pa r t s  of  the secondary school s t a f f i n g  

p a t t e r n .

One approach i d e n t i f i e d  by secondary school a d m in i s t r a t o r s  

f o r  working wi th  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students is  to r e q ui re  these  

students to make up t ime missed during the r e g u l a r  week through
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at tendance in a program of  Saturday School .  Under the provis ions  

of  C a l i f o r n i a  Assembly B i l l  1615, in conjunct ion wi th other  

e x i s t i n g  law,  the governing board of  a secondary school d i s t r i c t  

may claim up to a maximum of  f i v e  days at tendance f o r  students in 

Saturday c lasses .  Students requi red to a t tend Saturday School 

are those students who have been t r u a n t  during the previous week 

and t h i s  assignment e n t a i l s  mandatory at tendance on the par t  of  

these s tudents .  Students in Saturday sessions must be involved  

in cur r iculum comparable to t h a t  o f f e r e d  during the week and must 

be supervised by c e r t i f i c a t e d  school personnel  in order  f o r  the 

ADA c r e d i t  to be c la imed.  Whi le b e n e f i t s  can p o t e n t i a l l y  be 

der ived through the generat ion of  increased revenue from a 

Saturday School Program, the adoption of  such a program r equi res  

the need to determine i t s  e f f e c t  on the students i n vo lv ed .

As the e f f o r t  to e s t a b l i s h  and expand programs aimed at  

impact ing t ruancy in secondary schools gains increased momentum, 

a t t e n t i o n  must be paid to the issue of  r e i n t e g r a t i n g  the habi tual  

t r u a n t  back i n t o  school .  Success in t h i s  endeavor may wel l  

depend on the approach taken by the school toward the t r u a n t .

When the ha bi tua l  t r u a n t  r e turns  to school ,  he/she may not be 

school o r ie n t e d  and may be more d i s r u p t i v e  as a r e s u l t .  An 

e f f o r t  must be made to reprogram the ha bi t ua l  t r u a n t  to at tend  

school on a r e g u l a r  basis .
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Purpose of  the Study 

Programs of  Saturday School are a t t r a c t i v e  to secondary 

school a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  because of  the p o t e n t i a l  b e n e f i t s  to be 

der ived from increased revenues through the r ec l amat ion  of  ADA 

c r e d i t .  However, no e mpi r i ca l  evidence e x i s t  to suggest whether  

pl ac i ng h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  secondary students in a program of  

Saturday School a f f e c t s  the r a t e  of  t ruancy f o r  those s t udent s .  

The phi losophy under ly ing the establ ishment  o f  a Saturday School 

Program is o f  l i t t l e  importance i f  t here  is a cont inued p a t t e r n  

of  t ruancy among i t s  p a r t i c i p a n t s .

The purpose of  t h i s  study was to determine whether the r a t e  

of  t ru an cy ,  grade po int  averages and a t t i t u d e s  toward school of  

h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students were a f f e c t e d  a f t e r  the s t u d e n t ’ s 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in a program of  mandatory Saturday School .

Statement  of  the Problem 

In view of  the i n f or ma t io n  presented,  the problem to be 

studied was s t a te d :  Does at tendance in a program of  mandatory

Saturday School by h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n inth and t en t h  grade 

students a f f e c t  the r a t e  o f  t r ua nc y ,  grade p o i n t  averages and 

a t t i t u d e s  toward school o f  these students?

The problem was i n v e s t i g a t e d  wi th emphasis given to the 

i d e n t i f i e d  areas of  concern:
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1) Rate of  t ruancy  of  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i nt h and t enth  

grade students as measured by school q u a r t e r l y  a t t e n 

dance records .

2) Recorded grade po in t  averages of  h a b i t u a l l y  n i n t h  and 

t ent h grade students as measured by the grade po in t  

average f o r  the previous semester.

3) A t t i t u d e  of  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i n t h and t e nt h  grade 

students toward school as measured by student  survey.

The f a c t o r s  of  the gender and grade l e v e l  of  the h a b i t u a l l y  

t r u a n t  students also were given c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

The f o l l o w i n g  n u l l  hypotheses were t e s t ed  f o r  s i g n i f i 

cance :

Hypothesis 1 - At tendance in a mandatory Saturday School 

Program by h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n inth and t en t h  grade students  

and the q u a r t e r l y  at tendance r a t e  of  these students is  

u n r e l a t e d .

Hypothesis 2 - At tendance in a mandatory Saturday School  

Program by h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i nth and te nt h  grade students  

and the q u a r t e r l y  grade po in t  averages o f  these students is 

u n r e l a t e d .

Hypothesis 3 - At tendance in a mandatory Saturday School 

Program by h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n inth and t e nt h  grade students  

and the a t t i t u d e  toward school of  these students is 

u n r e l a t e d .
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Hypothesis 4 - Attendance in a mandatory Saturday School  

Program by h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n inth and t ent h grade students  

and the gender of  these students is u n r e l a t e d .

Hypothesis 5 - Attendance in a mandatory Saturday School 

Program by h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i nt h and t en th  grade students and 

the grade l e v e l  of  these students is u n r e l a t e d .

S i g n i f i c a n c e  of  the Problem

The research data compiled through i n v e s t i g a t i v e  s tudies  

have r evea led  t h a t  the dimensions of  the t ruancy problem are  

enormous. The dropout f i g u r e s  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a  and the n a t i o n ’ s 

secondary schools are c l e a r  evidence of  the e xt en t  of  the  

problem. I t  has been suggested t h a t  some at tendance account ing  

procedures employed by secondary schools may be focused p r i m a r i l y  

on f i n a n c i a l  c ons id er at io ns  r a t h e r  than on the e r a d i c a t i o n  of  

t ruancy .  The l i t e r a t u r e  also r evea ls  t h a t  p u n i t i v e  and/or  

d i s c i p l i n a r y  measures, in and of  themselves,  have no l a s t i n g  

e f f e c t  in he lp ing to reduce the incidence of  t ruancy among 

ha bi t ua l  o f f e nd e rs .

Research has r evea led  t h a t  the h a b i t u a l  t r u a n t  in secondary 

schools runs increased r i s k s  of  l i m i t e d  academic achievement and 

u l t i m a t e l y ,  dropping out of  school .  The consequences of  the  

decis ion to drop out of  school have been revea led to be f a r  

reaching f o r  the i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i e t y .  Despi te the presence of
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the i n d i c a t e d  f a c ts  and consequences s p e c i f i c  to t ruancy and 

dropouts,  the number of  secondary students who cont inue to e l e c t  

to make the choice to drop out of  school remains high.

Studies concerned wi th  programs of  Saturday School and 

secondary students are present  in the l i t e r a t u r e ;  however, they  

focus p r i m a r i l y  on a d e s c r i p t i o n  of  the design o f  the Saturday  

School Program. As such, the present  study was unique as an 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  the e f f e c t s  of  Saturday School as an a l t e r n a t i v e  

program f o r  working wi th h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  secondary s tudents .

I t  would seem t h a t  an a l t e r n a t i v e  program such as Saturday School  

which addresses a major area of  concern among secondary educators  

is due an e mp i r ic a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

The focus of  t h i s  study was to determine what,  i f  any,

e f f e c t  a program of  Saturday School had on changing the q u a r t e r l y

at tendance r a t e ,  grade p o in t  average and a t t i t u d e  toward school  

of  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i nt h and tenth grade s t udent s .  For 

Saturday School or any educat iona l  program to m e r i t  cont inued

use, an understanding of  i t s  e f f e c t  on the students who p a r t i c i 

pate in the program is e s s e n t i a l .  This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  should 

provide i n f o rm at i o n  wi th which secondary school a d m in i s t r a t o r s  

can p o t e n t i a l l y  improve one important  approach of  working wi th  

h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  s tudents .  Educators need to be aware of  the 

ways in which programs, cur r ic u l um and p r a c t i c e s  used in the
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schools a f f e c t  s tudent s .  The h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  s tudent  r e p r e 

sents,  perhaps,  t h a t  segment of  the student  popula t ion which can 

best  be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as being "high r i s k . "

The school acts as an agency f o r  both the educat ion and 

s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  i t s  students and works to r e i n f o r c e  how students  

f e e l  about the environment in which they must f un c t i o n  on a d a i l y  

bas is .  Students cannot f unc t i on  at  t h e i r  best in t h i s  e n v i r o n 

ment i f  they are h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  from school .

I t  would seem t h a t  an improved understanding o f  an a l t e r n a 

t i v e  program such as Saturday School ,  which is d i r e c t e d  at  

impact ing the l a c k  of  student  at tendance r e s u l t i n g  from t ruancy,  

should a s s i s t  secondary school a dm i n i s t r a t o r s  in making necessary  

adjustments in t h e i r  schools which w i l l  promote p o s i t i v e  and 

product ive  changes in the behaviors of  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  s t u 

dents.

D e f i n i t i o n  of  Terms 

For purposes of  t h i s  study,  the f o l l o w i n g  d e f i n i t i o n s  were

used:

Absence (excused) - Any absence f o r  which the school and 

school d i s t r i c t  may cla im ADA as e n t i t l e d  by law.

Absence (unexcused) - Any absence f o r  which the school and 

school d i s t r i c t  may not claim ADA as e n t i t l e d  by law.
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Absenteei  sm - Any per iod of  t ime spent by a student  away from 

school and classes when in session;  whether excused or not .  

A l t e r n a t i v e  Program - A program designed to meet the needs of  

students outside of  the t r a d i t i o n a l  program o f f e r i n g s .

Dropout - A high school student  who leaves school p r i o r  to 

ob ta i n i n g  a diploma.

Experimental  Saturday School - A Saturday School Program i n c o r 

po ra t i ng  guided study,  a u d i o -v is u a l  techniques of  i n s t r u c t i o n  and 

group discussion as i t s  design.

Freshman - A high school student  i d e n t i f i e d  as being in the 

ni n t h  grade.

Grade Level - A c lass placement determined by the school and 

not n e c e s s a r i l y  a product  of  the number of  graduat ion  

c r e d i t s  earned by a high school s t udent .

Grade Point  Average - A numerical  f i g u r e  computed a r i t h 

m e t i c a l l y  at the end of  an academic per iod by adding 

t o g e t h e r  the q u a l i t y  points  assigned to a course,  which are 

i n d i c a t i v e  of  the degree of  academic achievement a t t a i n e d ,  

f o r  each taken by a student  and d i v i d i n g  the sum by the t o t a l  

number of  courses taken.

Habi t ua l  Truant  - Any student  found to be t r u a n t  from school f or  

at  l e a s t  four  class per iods a day on each of  s ix  or more 

separate  days.
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High School - A school comprised of  grades 9-12 or grades  

10- 12 .  Throughout the study the terms "high school" and 

"secondary school" w i l l  be used i n t er c ha nge a bl y .

Sophomore - A high school student  i d e n t i f i e d  as being in the  

t e nt h  grade.

T r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School - A Saturday School Program i n c o r 

p o r a t i n g  a "study h a l l "  environment as i t s  design.

Truancy - Any absence from school which a f t e r  t hree  days 

remains unexcused.

Truancy Rate - The number of  days a student  is determined to be 

t r u a n t  from school d i v i d e d  by the number o f  days in an academic 

per iod or school y e ar .

Scope of  the Study 

The samples f o r  the study were h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i n t h  and 

t e nt h  grade students drawn from the schools in the W h i t t i e r  Union 

High School D i s t r i c t  in W h i t t i e r ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  The d i s t r i c t  is 

comprised of  f i v e  comprehensive high schools,  e n r o l l i n g  grades 

9 - 1 2 ,  and one c o n t i n u a t i o n  high school .  Enrol lment  in the con

t i n u a t i o n  high school is  l i m i t e d  to students who have reached the 

age o f  16 years or o l d e r .

A l l  subjects  chosen f o r  i nc l us ion  in the study were e n r o l l e d  

at  one o f  the comprehensive high schools.  The r a t i o n a l e  and 

methodology f o r  s e l e c t i o n  of  the sample popula t ion w i l l  be 

discussed f u l l y  in Chapter  I I I .
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Limi t a t i  ons

This study focused e x c l u s i v e l y  on n i nth  and tent h grade 

students who had been i d e n t i f i e d  as ha bi t ua l  t r u a n t s .  I t  is  

g e n e r a l l y  recognized by secondary school a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  t h a t  once 

a student  reaches the j u n i o r  year  in high school ,  he/she should 

have progressed approximate ly  o n e - h a l f  the way towards complet ion  

of  high school graduat ion requi rements.  I t  is also recognized  

t h a t  p a t t e rn s  of  ha bi t ua l  t ruancy w i l l  s e r i o u s l y  i n h i b i t  t h i s  

academic progress.  T h e re f or e ,  secondary schools provide a l t e r n a 

t i v e  programs such as c o nt i n u a t i o n  high schools,  expanded 

vocat iona l  courses,  career  educat ion and the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  

courses through loca l  community col l eges  and a d u l t  schools f o r  

those students who have reached the age of  16. No such a l t e r 

n a t i v e  or o p po r t u n i t y  programs e x i s t  f o r  the 14 and 15 year  old 

ni n t h  and t e nt h  grade student  who may exper ience academic 

d e f i c i e n c y  due to habi tua l  t ruancy .

This study was t h e r e f o r e  l i m i t e d  to c on s id e r a t i o n  of  

h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n inth and t enth  grade s tudent s .  Upperclass  

j u n i o r  ( e l e v e n t h  grade)  and senior  ( t w e l f t h  grade)  students were 

d e l i m i t e d  from c ons id er a t io n  due to the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  a d d i 

t i o n a l  educat iona l  programs worthwhi le  to these s t udents .  The 

f a c t o r s  of  f a m i l y  demographics,  race,  c lass t a r d i n e s s ,  methods of  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to school and number of  d i s c i p l i n a r y  r e f e r r a l s  

received by h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n inth and t e nt h  grade students also
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were d e l i m i t e d  from t h i s  s tudy.  The p o t e n t i a l  importance of  each 

of  these v a r i a b l e s  was recognized and considered;  however, t h e i r  

i n c l us ion  would serve to expand the scope of  the study beyond i t s  

p r a c t i c a l  and reasonable l i m i t s .

Recogni t ion also was a f f or de d  the p o t e n t i a l  i n f l ue n ce  of  

t eacher  a t t i t u d e  towards the ha bi tua l  t r u a n t  behavior  of  ninth  

and tenth grade s tudents .  However, t h i s  v a r i a b l e  warrants  

separate c o ns id e r a t i o n  and, a l s o ,  was beyond the scope of  t h i s  

s t ud y .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  r e c o g n i t i o n  was given to the f o l l o w i n g  f a c t o r s  

because of  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  i n f l u e n c e  on the study being con

ducted:

1) The a c c e s s i b i l i t y  to the r esearcher  o f  the requi red  

student  data from school f i l e s  and records f o r  the sample 

p o p u l a t i  on.

2) The w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  the d i s t r i c t  

and the comprehensive high schools,  the f a c u l t y ,  parents  

and students to p a r t i c i p a t e  in a study of  t h i s  na t ur e .

O rga ni z a t ion  o f  the Study

This study of  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  a Saturday School Program 

on the r a t e  o f  t ruancy ,  grade po in t  average and a t t i t u d e  toward 

school of  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i n t h  and tenth grade students was 

organized in the f o l l o w i n g  manner. Chapter I consisted of  an
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i n t r o d u c t i o n  to the problem and a p re s en t a t i on  of  the scope and 

l i m i t a t i o n s  of  the study.  Chapter I I  concentrated on a review of  

the c ur r en t  l i t e r a t u r e  r e l a t e d  to the top i cs  of  t ruancy ,  

absenteeism and at tendance among secondary s tudents .  A ddi t i ona l  

r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  addressing the top i cs  of  dropouts,  academic 

achievement and a t t i t u d e s  toward school among secondary students  

was reviewed to the e xt en t  t h a t  such l i t e r a t u r e  was r e l e v a n t  and 

supported the hypotheses.  Chapter I I I  expla ined the methodoloy 

of  the study i n c l ud i ng  explanat ions  of  the sample s e l e c t i o n ,  data 

c o l l e c t i o n  processes,  i ns t r ument at ion  used and the s t a t i s t i c a l  

procedures employed f o r  analyz ing the da ta .  Chapter IV presented  

the a na ly s i s  and e xp l ana t i on  of  the data as revea led through 

s t a t i s t i c a l  t r e a t m e n t .  Chapter V presented conclusions as 

supported by data a n a l ys is  and included acceptance or r e j e c t i o n  

o f  the nu l l  hypotheses.  Chapter V concluded wi th recommendations 

which included suggest ions f o r  f u t u r e  study.
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CHAPTER I I  

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

I n t r o d u c t i  on

The educat ional  l i t e r a t u r e  r epor ts  on several  remedial  

programs, inc l ud i ng  Saturday School ,  which have been employed to 

improve the non-at tendance behavior  o f  students as p a r t  of  

discussions of  t ruancy and absenteeism. S p e c i f i c  to students in 

secondary schools,  Saturday School Programs have been given only 

l i m i t e d  mention in the l i t e r a t u r e .  The top i cs  of  t ru an cy ,  absen

teeism and dropouts appear in the l i t e r a t u r e  to a f a r  g r e a t e r  

e x t e n t .

A review o f  p e r t i n e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  to include s t ud i es  and 

a r t i c l e s  concerned wi th  a discussion of  programs of  Saturday  

School w i l l  be t r e a t e d  in t h i s  chapt er .  Because of  the pauci ty  

of  l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l i ng  s p e c i f i c a l l y  wi th Saturday School and 

secondary students ,  t h i s  chapter  also w i l l  serve as a review of  

the l i t e r a t u r e  generated by other  v a r i a b l e s  chosen f o r  study,  

namely academic achievement and a t t i t u d e s  toward school as they 

tend to support  the hypotheses presented in Chapter I .  The topic  

of  dropouts w i l l  be reviewed wi th emphasis given to i t s  r e l a t i o n 

ship to t ruancy and absenteeism among secondary s tudents .

20
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Truancv/Absenteeism 

Thomas (1985)  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  school absenteeism is a 

c r i t i c a l  issue f ac ing school a d m in i s t r a t o r s  and added t h a t ,  in 

recent  y e a r s ,  student  t ruancy has been ranked as the most ser ious  

of  a l l  educat iona l  problems by secondary school p r i n c i p a l s .  Duke 

and Jones (1983)  in a study o f  dev iant  behavior  issues,  

i d e n t i f i e d  t ruancy as the number one behaviora l  problem in the 

decade of  the e i g h t i e s .  The problem of  t ruancy is f a r  reaching  

and d i f f i c u l t  to overcome due to the many f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  

to i t s  i nc r e a s e .

Indeed the l i t e r a t u r e  i d e n t i f i e s  the need f o r  the adopt ion  

of  a comprehensive approach by a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  parents and 

t eachers when addressing the problem of  t ruancy  in secondary 

schools.  F u r t h e r ,  the l i t e r a t u r e  concent rates  on e f f o r t s  to 

expand knowledge of  the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and 

causes of  h ab i tu a l  t ruancy as a means of  b e t t e r  understanding and 

t r e a t i n g  the problem. To t h i s  end, Reid and Kendal l  (1982)  

concluded:

Though p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  have emerged which seem 
to be common among t r u a n t s  and p e r s i s t e n t  absentees,  the  
t y p i c a l  absentee has not yet  been i d e n t i f i e d .  Indeed,  
such an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  is in some ways impossible . . . 
because of  the many f a c t o r s  involved.

Despi t e  the r e c o g n i t i o n  and acceptance t h a t  t ruancy is a 

pervas ive  problem in secondary schools,  no c l e a r  d e f i n i t i o n  or  

e xp l ana t i on  of  t ruancy is present  in the l i t e r a t u r e .  Wi l l i ams
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(1974)  i n d i c a t e d ,  " t ruancy is a phenomenon d i f f i c u l t  to de f i ne  

and even more d i f f i c u l t  to measure wi th any degree of  accuracy."  

Hersov (1980)  o f f e r e d  t h a t  t ruancy is "an u n j u s t i f i a b l e  absence 

from school wi thout  the parents knowledge or per miss i on . "

Robbins and R a t c l i f f  (1980)  presented an expanded d e f i n i t i o n  

which i n d i ca t ed  t ruancy  to be "an absence from school wi thout  an 

acceptable  reason,  whether or not the parents know and approve."

Whi le c i t i n g  the need f o r  the estab l ishment  o f  a na t iona l  

p r i o r i t y  f o r  the e r a d i c a t i o n  of  t r ua nc y ,  Nyangoni (1985)  

suggested t h a t  the causes of  t ruancy among students can be 

c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  two broad headings: e x te rn a l  based causes and 

school r e l a t e d  causes.  The e x te r n a l  based causes were those 

associ ated wi th f i n a n c i a l  and economic pressures,  f a m i l y  o b l i g a 

t i o n s ,  peer group pressures and environmental  i n f l u e n c e s .  School 

r e l a t e d  causes were i d e n t i f i e d  as i n f l e x i b l e  school schedules,  

i n s e n s i t i v e  and uncar ing t ea cher s ,  poor academic and/or  socia l  

s k i l l s  and l i s t l e s s n e s s  or d i s i n t e r e s t  in school .

S i m i l a r l y ,  Thomas (1985)  i d e n t i f i e d  socio-economic f a c to r s  

as causes and/or  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  chronic  t r u a n t s .  Among the 

f a c t o r s  c i t e d  were undetected he a l th  problems, substance abuse,  

school phobia,  pathology of  f a i l u r e  and an increase in s ing le  

parent  f a m i l i e s .  Thomas suggested the need f o r  the development  

of  a "master plan" o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and i n t e r v e n t i o n  wi th school 

t r u a n t s  as e a r l y  as k in d e r g a r t e n .  In an e a r l i e r  study dea l i ng  

wi th student  absenteeism,  Levanto (1976)  found students in
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s i n g l e - p a r e n t  f a m i l i e s  to have higher  r a t e s  of  absenteeism.

Reid (1983)  r epor ted  the percept ions o f  128 " p e r s i s t e n t "  

school t r u a n t s  f o r  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  and cont inued t ruancy from 

school .  The students s tudied were from depr ived backgrounds.

Reid i d e n t i f i e d  f a m i l y  composit ion as the major c r i t e r i a  in the 

s e l e c t i o n  of  the students in the study.  Reid repor ted t h a t  over  

t w o - f i f t h s ,  or 43 .8  p e rc en t ,  of  the students in the study came 

from domestic backgrounds "which had known d i s r u p t i o n  o f  one sor t  

or another  such as p ar ent a l  d i vo r ce ,  s e p a r a t i o n ,  death or a 

s i n g l e  parent  household."  Reid f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  a l l  

students in the study had missed s i x t y - f i v e  percent  of  school  

t ime dur ing the preceding academic p e r i od .

Among the f i n d i n g s ,  Reid pointed out t h a t  de s pi te  the  

g e n e r a l l y  unfavorable  soc ia l  and educat iona l  backgrounds of  the 

t r u a n t s ,  a g r e a t e r  number of  the students were i n c l i n e d  to blame 

t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r a t h e r  than psychological  or o ther  soc ia l  

f a c t o r s  f o r  t h e i r  t r u a n t  behavior .

R e i d ’ s f i n d i n g s  in the aforement ioned study suggest a 

marginal  l i nk age  of  s o c i a l l y  based f a c t o r s  to t ruancy as 

perceived by s t udent s .  A dd i t i o na l  research also has reve a l ed  the 

i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  between socio-economic/personal  f a c t o r s ,  school  

t ruancy and r e s u l t i n g  behaviora l  problems.  Walberg (1979)  

studied del inquency among adolescents .  In the study,  a wide 

v a r i e t y  of  psychosocial  f a c t o r s  were considered as p o ss ib le
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e x p l i n a t i o n s  f o r  the dev iant  behavior  of  430 students in three  

Chicago high schools.  Truancy was found to have the highest  

c o r r e l a t i o n  to del inquency among the students s t ud i ed .  Nielson  

and Gerber (1979)  found t h a t  f o r  the 33 chronic t r u a n t s  they 

i n t e r v i e w e d ,  a l l  the students were involved in some form of  

d i s r u p t i v e  behavior  on a c o n s i s t e n t  basis wh i l e  in school .  Among 

these d i s r u p t i v e  acts were s t e a l i n g ,  f i g h t i n g ,  use of  alcohol  and 

drugs and vandal ism.

Fox (1976)  found t ruancy to be one of  the e a r l i e s t  d e l i n 

quent acts o f  youngsters .  Sta lden (1976)  re por te d  an i n t e r r e l a 

t i o n s h i p  among t ruancy ,  de l i nquency,  f a mi l y  problems and economic 

hardship,  and Vedder and Thomas (1979)  found t h a t  89 percent  of

the inmates in a s t a t e  p e n i t e n t i a r y  had a h i s t o r y  of  t ruancy when

in school .  Gal loway (1985)  found a r e l a t i o n s h i p  between social  

class and school non-at tendance,  wi th higher  r a te s  of  n o n - a t t e n 

dance found among lower soc ia l  c lass groups.

Birman and N a t r i e l l o  (1978)  repor ted t h a t  the parents of

t r ua nt s  are i n t e r e s t e d  in the educat ion of  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,

regardless o f  soc ia l  class a f f i l i a t i o n .  These authors warned

against  reaching f a u l t y  assumptions about t r u a n t s  merely on

c ons id er at io n  of  socia l  c l a s s .  However, R i s t  (1977)  in d i ca te d

t h a t  " lower soc ia l  class youth are more l i k e l y  to be . . .

a l i e n a t e d  from school processes."  Rist  c i t e s  the s t r u c t u r e  of
>

schools r a t h e r  than f ami l y  background as the cause of  t h i s
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a l i  e nat i  on.

Robinson (1979)  repor ted t h a t  the community in which a 

student  l i v e s  has a major impact on school at tendance.  The 

author  found t h a t  students l i v i n g  in urban s e t t i n g s  had lower  

at tendance r a te s  than students r e s i d i n g  in r u r a l  or suburban 

areas.  Robinson found,  as did R i s t ,  t h a t  students from low 

income and working c lass backgrounds were to a s i g n i f i c a n t  degree 

more l i k e l y  to e x h i b i t  poor at tendance behavior  than students  

from high income f a m i l i e s .

Reid and Kendal l  (1982)  viewed t ruancy as a problem r e 

s u l t i n g  from " inadequate chi ldhood s o c i a l i z a t i o n . "  The authors  

suggest t h a t  t ruancy is  a behavior  which is i n d i v i d u a l  in nature  

and, as such, can be t r e a t e d  on an i n d i v i d u a l  basis working  

d i r e c t l y  wi th the t r u a n t  s tudent .  Methods c i t e d  by the authors  

f o r  working wi th t r u a n t s  included such s t r a t e g i e s  as i n d i v i d u a 

l i z e d  programs of  study and an on-going program of  increased  

home/parental  c ont act .  Birman and N a t r i e l l o  ( 1 9 7 8 ) ,  on the other  

hand, suggested t h a t  the causes f o r  t ruancy are r e l a t e d  more to 

the immediate environment of  the student .  Scherer  and Bidmeade 

(1982)  have suggested t h a t  school c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  such as 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and cur r icu lum are l i nk e d  to t ruancy.  

Robins and R a t c l i f f  (1980)  repor ted t h a t  men who were t r u a n t  in 

elementary school tended to marry women who also were t r u a n t  in 

elementary school .  Truancy in e i t h e r  parent  was associated wi th
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an excessive r a t e  of  t ruancy f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  both sons and 

daughters,  a l though t ruancy f o r  sons was more p r e v a l e n t .  Such 

research suggest t h a t  the nega t i ve  a t t i t u d e  toward school l eading  

to ha bi t ua l  t rua nc y ,  in some students ,  is a l ear ned behavior  

i n f luenced by parent a l  exper i ences .  In a d i scussion of  the r o l e  

of  the f a m i l y ,  Robinson i n d i c a t e d  t ha t  the la c k  of  parental  

cooperat ion is  of ten repor ted by school a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  as a major  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r  in the increase  of  student  t r ua nc y .

As i n d i c a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  Thomas suggested the need f o r  e a r l y  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and i n t e r v e n t i o n  wi th school t r u a n t s .  Research 

i n d i ca t e s  t h a t  f o r  those students who are not i d e n t i f i e d  as 

p o t e n t i a l  t r u a n t s  at  an e a r l y  age, and who l a t e r  engage in t r u a n t  

behaviora l  p a t t e r n s  as secondary students,  placement in c o nt i n ua 

t i o n / a l t e r n a t i v e  high schools has the e f f e c t  o f  improving t h e i r  

at tendance.  Duke and Mazio (1978)  found t h a t  students improve in 

two areas w h i l e  a t t end i ng  a l t e r n a t i v e  programs. F i r s t ,  t here  is  

a marked improvement in t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  toward school leading to 

an improvement in at tendance,  and secondly,  t h e i r  s e l f  image is  

heightened.  These authors concluded t h a t  the decrease in 

absenteeism f o r  these students was a t t r i b u t e d  to the a l t e r n a t i v e  

program.

Secondary school a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  cont inue to impose coercive  

measures or p u n i t i v e  consequences on t r u a n t  s t ude nt s .  Often 

t imes t h i s  takes the form of  r e f e r r a l s  to a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
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hear ings ,  such as School Attendance Review Boards (SARB),  

r e f e r r a l s  f o r  cour t  a c t i o n ,  de t ent ions  or suspensions.  Kaeser  

(1984)  r e p o r t e d ,  " . . .  in 1979-80,  5.5 m i l l i o n  American 

students were suspended f o r  t r u a n c y . "  Despi te  the strong  

i n c l i n a t i o n  f o r  secondary a dm i n i s t r a t o r s  to u t i l i z e  suspensions,  

c e r t a i n  evidence present  in the l i t e r a t u r e  would suggest t h a t  

p u n i t i v e  at tempts to t r e a t  the problem of  t ruancy  have proved 

i n e f f e c t i v e .  L i t t  ( 1 9 7 7 ) ,  f o r  example, i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

suspensions decreased t ruancy only on a shor t  term bas is .  De 

Jung and Duckworth (1986)  suggested p e n a l t i e s ,  such as 

suspensions,  f o r  unexcused school absences appear to have l i m i t e d  

e f f e c t  in reducing absences. The authors suggested t h a t  

p e n a l t i e s  serve to r eenfor ce  the s t u d e n t ’ s sense of  school being 

an unrewarding,  i n va l u ab l e  p l ac e .  Some

r e s e a r c h e r s ,  most notably  Duke (1978)  and Birman and N a t r i e l l o  

(1978)  have asserted t h a t  the e f f e c t s  of  t ruancy  can be 

r e l a t i v e l y  p o s i t i v e .  Higher  r a te s  of  t ruancy may work to r e l i e v e  

overcrowding in some schools and students who are otherwise  

d i s r u p t i v e  when in school ,  no longer  pose a problem. These 

authors suggest t ha t  t h i s  sense of  the " p o s i t i v e "  aspect of  

t ruancy may be a possib le  e xp l an a t io n  f o r  the cont inued use of  

suspensions and other  p u n i t i v e  measures wi t h  t r u a n t s  by secondary 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  despi te  the research evidence.

A d mi n i s t r a t o r s  appear i l l - p r e p a r e d  to adequate ly  address
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the problem of  t r u anc y .  In a study conducted in two secondary

schools in Los Angeles,  Duke and Mechel (1980)  found t h a t  25

percent  of  the students e n r o l l e d  in these schools were chronic

t r u a n t s .  Duke and Mechel concluded t h a t ,  "schools are not

s u f f i c i e n t l y  prepared in e i t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  or knowledge about

o f f endi ng  students and c o r r e c t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s  to e f f e c t i v e l y  deal

wi th  the problem."  Washington (1973)  concluded t h a t  a s chool ’ s

response to deviancy of ten  serves as a st imulus to more dev iant

behavior  on the p a r t  of  s tudents .  H af fez  (1980)  o f f e r e d  the

f o l l o w i n g  comments r egarding the manner in which some secondary

school a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  respond to t r u a n t  students:

I t  is an un fo r tu n at e  f a c t  t h a t  . . .  an a d m i n i s t r a t o r ’ s 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  is  of t ent imes  measured, not by the long 
term success r a t e  and at tendance of  the s tudent s ,  but by 
the quietness o f  the h a l l s  and the s choo l ’ s average  
reading l e v e l .  Sadly,  i t  is  these s u p e r f i c i a l  standards  
of  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  which compel a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  to t ur n t h e i r  
backs on those students who need t h e i r  help the most;  
those who are f a i l i n g  and those who never come to school .

The suggest ion was o f f e r e d  in Chapter I t h a t  the school

assumes the r o l e  o f  both an educat iona l  and s o c i a l i z a t i o n  agency

f o r  i t s  s t udent s .  Reid (1982)  e la bor a te d  on the p o t e n t i a l i t i e s

of  t h i s  r o l e  f o r  the school when he i n d i c a t e d :

Absentee pu p i l s  w i l l  at tempt  and/or  r e t u rn  to school  
when they see i t  as being r e l e v a n t  to t h e i r  needs.  When 
absentees regard i n s t i t u t i o n s  as i r r e l e v a n t  or as r e i n 
f o r c i n g  outdated concepts and exacer bat ing  t h e i r  f a i l u r e s ,  
then the i n s t i t u t i o n  may act  as an agent which compounds 
the abs ent ee ’ s deviance r a t h e r  than overcoming t h e i r  
unique d i f f i c u l t i e s .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



29

Reid concluded,  "we know too l i t t l e  about how to create

f a v o r ab l e  ci rcumstances under which absentees can r e t u rn  and

r e i n t e g r a t e  w i t h i n  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s . "  Brown (1983)  s i m i l a r i l y

i n d i c a t e d :  "recent  t rends in . . . educat ion have i n d i ca t ed  t h a t

we need to know a l o t  more about what goes on i n s i d e  schools."

T i n t o  (1978)  held t h a t  t ruancy is due to i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  of

commonly held goals o f  educat iona l  success and the l e g i t i m a t e

means of  a t t a i n i n g  those go a l s .  The suggest ion was made, " . . .

wh i le  o f f i c i a l  wi thdrawal  from school may be a response a v a i l a b l e

to o l d er  s t ude nt s ,  those of  compulsory school age may regard

truancy ( or  u n o f f i c i a l  school w i thdr awal )  as a r a t i o n a l  o p t i o n . "

Duckworth and de Jung (1986)  r e f e r r e d  to L a w l e r ’ s (1976)

expectancy t heor y  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in an o r g a i n z a t i o n  in t h e i r

d iscussion o f  student  t r u anc y .  The authors noted:

According to the expectancy t heor y ,  a t tendance should . . . 
be a f u n c t i o n  of  the s t u d e n t ’ s f e e l i n g s  o f  e f f i c a c y ,  or 
b e l i e f  t h a t  at tendance w i l l  in f a c t  lead to rewards . . . 
the school rewards of  high schools inc lude both rewards 
r e ce iv ed  whi le  a t t en d in g  school ,  such as grades,  and 
rewards rece ived a f t e r  g r ad ua t io n ,  such as h i gher  educat ion  
or f u r t h e r  t r a i n i n g .  This theory impl ies  t h a t  the 
d i f f e r e n c e s  among students in s o c i a l i z a t i o n  to the value of  
school ( s t u d e n t ’ s educat ion ambi t ion)  should p r e d i c t  d i f 
f erences in the r e g u l a r i t y  of  at tendance.

H ab i tua l  t ruancy on the p a r t  of  secondary students may be an 

expression o f  boredom or ,  as Duckworth and de Jung suggested,  

t ruancy may be "an expression o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  to the value of  

the q u a n t a t i v e ,  loss of  at tendance revenue,  and the q u a l i t a t i v e ,
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loss of  classroom i n s t r u c t i o n ,  impact o f  t r u a n c y . "  One approach 

undertaken to begin to address these areas of  impact is through 

the implementat ion o f  programs of  Saturday School.

Saturday School

In a 1983 p u b l i c a t i o n ,  the C a l i f o r n i a  St at e  Department of  

Educat ion repor ted r e s u l t s  of  a study designed to improve school  

at tendance.  T h i r i t y - t w o  d i f f e r e n t  schools in 28 d i s t r i c t s  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  in a p i l o t  study from 1981 through 1983. The r epor t  

o u t l i n e d  four  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  improving at tendance:  (1)  school -

to-home cont ac ts ,  ( 2 )  rewards f o r  good at tendance,  (3 )  preven

t i v e  measures such as counsel ing,  t u t o r i n g  and independent study,  

and (4)  negat ive  consequences f o r  poor at tendance such as i n -  

house suspension,  t ruancy  reduct ion programs and Saturday School 

programs. The Department of  Education r e p o r t  suggested t h a t  

"when consequences f o r  unexcused absence or t ruancy are 

e s t a b l i s h e d  and c o n s i s t e n t l y  app l i ed ,  students improve t h e i r  

at ten da nc e. "

The aforement ioned C a l i f o r n i a  Department of  Educat ion r epor t  

i d e n t i f i e d  Saturday School as "a s t u r c t u r e d ,  superv ised,  minimum 

day program t h a t  includes t u t o r i a l  assi stance  in complet ing  

classroom assignments missed because o f  excessive absences . . ." 

Since the assignment to Saturday School i n f r i n g e s  on the t r u a n t  

s t u d e n t ’ s f r e e  t ime,  the b e l i e f  is t h a t  the behaviors which led  

to the assignment w i l l  be modi f ied a f t e r  Saturday School
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a t t e n da nc e .

Gooding and F i tsko  (1978)  presented a comprehensive proposal  

f o r  a Saturday School program to be used wi th  students in l i e u  of  

suspensions.  The pr ov is ions  of  the program provided f o r  any 

student  who had committed a "suspendable" o f fense  to be given the 

opt ion to s e l e c t  Saturday School as an a l t e r n a t i v e  to an o u t - o f 

school suspension.  Students were r equi r ed  to at tend a f ou r  hour 

Saturday morning session f o r  the same number of  days as c a r r i e d  

with the suspension.  The authors noted several  advantages to the 

Saturday School program they descr ibed.  Among these advantages  

were,  encouraging t e a c h e r / s t u d e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  encouraging  

cooperat ion between school and parents ,  pr ov id ing  the op po r t un i ty  

f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  a ss i s tance  to students and minimiz ing the legal  

r i s k  e n t a i l e d  in o u t - o f - s c h o o l  suspensions.  Truancy was 

i n d ic a te d  to be a key student  behavior  t a r g e t e d  f o r  improvement  

under the program.

I t  was pr ev io us l y  s t a t ed  t h a t  a comprehensive approach must 

be undertaken to address the problems of  t ru an cy .  Saturday  

School is an important  p a r t  of  t h a t  approach,  however o t her  

a l t e r n a t i v e  programs aimed at  the e r a d i c a t i o n  of  t ruancy have 

been employed by secondary schools.
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A l t e r n a t i v e  Attendance Programs

Brokowski and Dempsey (1979)  noted t h a t  many seconday school  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  have developed at tendance p o l i c i e s  which impose 

the holding back of  c r e d i t s  or grades as p e n a l i t i e s  f o r  absen

teeism.  The authors c i t e d  the r e s u l t s  of  a survey of  a d m i n i s t r a 

t o r s  in secondary schools in Connect icut .  Eighty percent  of  the 

p r i n c i p a l s  responding to the survey r epor t ed the development of  a 

formal  at tendance p o l i c y  in t h e i r  schools,  and 85 percent  of  

these p o l i c i e s  were repor ted as being r e s t r i c t i v e  or p u n i t i v e  in 

some manner.

Suprina (1979)  discussed an at tendance p o l i c y  where a f t e r  

the second unexcu.sed absence from a c l a s s ,  a parent  conference  

was scheduled.  A discussion was held dur ing the conference  

r egarding the s t u d e n t ’ s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  remaining e n r o l l e d  in 

the c la ss ,  and an agreement was signed between the s t ude nt ,  

parent  and the school .  The student  was withdrawn from the class  

i f  subsequent unexcused absences occurred.  Suprina noted t h a t  

t ruancy under t h i s  p o l i c y  decreased by t w o - t h i r d s .

Carruthers  (1980)  repor ted on an at tendance p o l i c y  which 

also involved w i t h ho l d in g  c r e d i t  as the r e s u l t  of  t r u anc y .  

Students were wi thdrawn from classes a f t e r  seven absences and 

were requi red to appeal to a school at tendance board f o r  course 

c r e d i t  a f t e r  t h a t  p o i n t .  Car ruthers  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i f  

students were wi thdrawn from 50 percent  of  t h e i r  c lasses  under
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t h i s  p o l i c y ,  they were wi thdrawn from school f o r  the academic 

q u a r t e r .  The emphasis of  such a p o l i c y ,  as noted by the author ,  

was to s h i f t  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f o r  unexcused absences to students  

and away from school a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

Bryne (1981)  reviewed another  p o l i c y  under which students  

were al lowed s ix  absences in semester c lasses and twelve  absences 

in f u l l - y e a r  c la ss es .  Any number of  unexcused absences which 

exceeded the t o t a l  number a l l owa bl e  caused the student  to be 

withdrawn from the c l a s s .  Students were e n t i t l e d  to request  a 

hear ing before  a board of  review to argue extreme ci rcumstances.  

Average d a i l y  at tendance increased to 95 percent  and, aga in ,  the 

r e s p o n s i b l i t y  f o r  at tendance was placed on the s t ude nt .  Stacy  

(1986)  expressed r e s e r v a t i o n  regarding the phi losophy of  the  

wi t hh o l d in g  of  c r e d i t  as a d e t e r r e n t  to t r u anc y ,  ".  . . in my 

opin i on,  t h a t  . . . program is doomed to f a i l u r e  from the s t a r t ,  

because i t  t o t a l l y  d isr egar ds  the f a c t  t h a t  most t r u a n t s  are 

a l ready f a i l i n g . "

Teachman (1979)  conducted a study of  t ruancy in the D e t r o i t  

School D i s t r i c t .  As a r e s u l t  of  the study,  Teachman recommended 

t h a t  the secondary school adopt at tendance p o l i c i e s  which caused 

students to accept "personal  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y "  f o r  t h e i r  a t t e n 

dance. The author  suggested t h a t  to achieve t h i s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  

"must design and enforce an at tendance p o l i c y  which e s t a b l i s h e s  

s t r i c t  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  students who decide to skip school . "

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



34

The adopt ion of  h i g h l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  at tendance p o l i c i e s  by 

secondary schools br ings wi th  i t  an important  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  

e . g .  the l e g a l i t y  of  such p o l i c i e s .  Z i r k e l  and Gluckman (1982)  

i n d i ca t ed  t h a t  one s t udent ,  who had c r e d i t  w i t hh e l d  due to 

missing e i g h t  days of  c l a s s ,  brought a c lass a ct ion  s u i t  aga inst  

the school .  The s t a t u t o r y  c la im was based compulsory at tendance  

laws.  The c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c la im was based on the due process 

and equal p r o t e c t i o n  clauses o f  the C o n s t i t u t i o n .

McKnight and Hines (1980)  noted t h a t  the cour ts  have given  

secondary schools the r i g h t  to " e s t a b l i s h  reasonable c r i t e r i a  f o r  

gr a dua t io n ,  and . . . a l lowed schools to inc l ude  e f f o r t  and 

conduct as p a r t  of  a s t u d e n t ’ s grade."  These r u l i n g s  by the  

courts a l l ow f o r  the es t ab l ishment  of  r e s t r i c t i v e  or p u n i t i v e  

at tendance p o l i c i e s .  However, the courts have warned t h a t  the  

punishment must not be unduly harsh or a r b i t r a r y .  Duckworth and 

de Jung (1986)  suggested t h a t  l e ga l  issues are compounded by 

"pragmat ic c ons id e ra t io n s  r egard ing the balance of  the workload  

between teacher s  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  in apply ing p e n a l i t i e s  to 

students and the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  p e n a l i t i e s  in d e t e r r i n g  or  

e l i m i n a t i n g  absenteeism."

Browski (1978)  conducted a study wi th 66 secondary school  

students in Connect icut  to measure the e f f e c t s  o f  a r e s t r i c t i v e  

or p u n i t i v e  at tendance p o l i c y  on at tendance,  achievement and 

behavior .  Fol lowing a two ye ar  study p e r i od ,  Browski found t h a t

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



o l d e r  students ( j u n i o r s  and seniors )  wi th  lower I . Q .  scores 

showed the most improvement.  The at tendance f o r  t h i s  group 

improved to 166 days out of  180 days in at tendance from 161 days 

out of  180 days. Concur rent ly ,  Browski found t h a t  the o l der  

group of  students showed an increase in academic achievement .

The number of  courses f a i l e d  by t h i s  o l d er  group o f  students  

decreased from .94 to .34 percent .  The author  i n d i c a t e d ,  "in no 

group of  students did academic achievement s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

decrease ."  The i m p l i c a t i o n  is drawn from the f i n d i n g s  by the 

author  t h a t  the p o l i c y  may have served as an e f f e c t i v e  d e t e r r e n t  

by i n t i m i d a t i n g  s t udent s .  Browski concluded t h a t  "most students  

did not push the l i m i t  and t h e r e f o r e  did not s u f f e r  the p e na l t i e s  

of  the syst em."

Stacy (1986)  repor ted on a program undertaken in the high 

schools in Newport News, V i r g i n i a .  Those students who were 

f r e q u e n t l y  absent from class or c o n s i s t e n t l y  d i s r u p t i v e  of  school 

programs, were t r a n s f e r r e d  from the r e g u l a r  program to an 

a l t e r n a t i v e  a f t e r s ch oo l  program. The intended purpose was to 

deny the t r u a n t  students the socia l  aspects of  school u n t i l  t h e i r  

behavior  showed improvement.  Stacy repor t ed a 1.9 percent  

increase  in a t tendance,  a 49 percent  decrease in in-school  

suspensions,  a d e c l i n e  in the dropout r a t e  from 5 .9  percent  to 

3 . 7  percent  and a d e c l i n e  of  41 percent  in o u t - o f - s c h o o l  suspen

sions as a r e s u l t  of  the a l t e r n a t i v e  at tendance program.
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Grice (1986)  summarized the r e s u l t s  of  the p o s i t i v e  A l t e r n a 

t i v e  to School Suspensions ( P . A . S . S . )  program in operat ion in the 

secondary schools in P or t la nd ,  Oregon. This program incorporated  

the use o f  i s o l a t i o n  from the r e g ul a r  c lass f o r  vary ing per iods  

of  t ime,  p r e v e n t a t i v e  counsel ing and pa re nt a l  contact  as 

a l t e r n a t i v e s  to out of  school suspensions.  An improvement / reduc

t i o n  in suspension r a te s  and a reduct ion in " v i o l e n t "  behavior ,  

such as f i g h t s  and a s s a u l t s ,  were a t t r i b u t e d  to the P . A.S . S.  

program.

A r e c u r r i n g  theme in the l i t e r a t u r e  concerned wi th i n t e r 

vent ions to decrease t ruancy among secondary students is f o r  

schools to invo lve  parents in the educat ional  process to a 

g r e a t e r  e x t e n t .  Gr ice ( 1 9 8 6 ) ,  R i les  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  Suprina ( 1 9 7 9 ) ,  

Duckworth and de Jung ( 1 9 8 6 ) ,  Brodow ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  and Di Prete (1981)  

have a l l  echoed t h i s  b e l i e f .  Increased pa re nt a l  s uperv is ion of  

student  behaviors combined wi th s t r i c t  enforcement  of  at tendance  

p o l i c i e s  by schools have been shown to be r e l a t e d  to decreases in 

student  t ruancy .

In t h e i r  study,  Duckworth and de Jung (1980)  revea led t h a t  

ninth grade students i n d ic a t e d  "parents would f i n d  out" as the  

biggest  reason f o r  the not to skip school .  Tenth grade students  

i n d i c a t e d  they would "miss too much work" most of ten as the  

reason not to skip school ,  but they also were concerned about  

t h e i r  parents becoming aware of  t h e i r  t r u anc y .  From these and
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other  s i m i l a r  da t a ,  the authors found t h a t  p a r en ta l  superv is ion  

proved to have a st ronger  nega t i ve  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to skipping  

school than school r u l e  enforcement .  The authors concluded " i t  

is plausable  t h a t  t h i s  f i n d i n g  means t h a t  parent - imposed p en a l 

t i e s  are more s a l i e n t  to students than school i m p o s e d - p e n a l t i e s ."

Attendance programs which impose p e n a l t i e s  as consequences 

f o r  t r u a n t  behavior  have been shown to act  as a d e t e r r e n t .  As 

was p r e v i o us l y  i n d i c a t e d ,  Browski found t h a t  students were 

i n t i m i d a t e d  by these p e n a l t i e s .  I t  would seem t h a t  t h i s  sense of  

i n t i m i d a t i o n  could a f f e c t  the a t t i t u d e  of  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a nt  

students and the manner in which they respond to school .

A t t i t u d e s  Toward School /Academic Achievement

There are discussions in the educat ional  l i t e r a t u r e  of  

several  v a r i e d  approaches and programs designed to reduce the 

incidence o f  t ruancy among secondary s tudents .  An important  

concern to secondary a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  is wi th the damaging e f f e c t  

t h a t  prolong per iods of  t ruancy have on the academic pr epar at ion  

of  s tudents.

De Jung and Duckworth (1986)  i d e n t i f i e d  the impact of  

t ruancy on academic achievement in a study they conducted on 

secondary a t tendance.  The authors reached the f o l l o w i n g  c onc lu

sion:
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. . . the r e l a t i o n s h i p  between absences and grades was
e s p i c a l l y  s t r i k i n g .......................Students wi th the fewest
absences c l e a r l y  have the h ighest  grade averages.  
Furthermore,  high-absence students rece ived n e a r l y  a l l  
the low G . P . A . ’ s and very few low-absence students have 
G. P. A . ’ s be!ow 1 . 5 .

In a study o f  10,378 students in school d i s t r i c t s  across the 

Uni ted S t a te s ,  Frymier ,  B i l l s ,  Russel and Finch (1975)  found t ha t  

a t t i t u d e s  of  students toward t he re  schools were b a s i c a l l y  

p o s i t i v e .  However, many students f e l t  t h a t  the schools had an 

oppressive atmosphere.  These f e e l i n g s  of  oppressiveness were 

centered among males,  non-whi tes and high school sophomores. The 

authors were of  the opinion t h a t  school programs and p o l i c i e s  

tend to become i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  as the grade l ev e l  

i ncr eas es .

Cooper (1984)  c i t e d  a study conducted by Morse i n v o lv i ng  

elementary and secondary students .  Morse found t h a t  12 percent  

of  t h i r d  grade students f e l t  un ce r t a i n  of  themselves,  but by the 

t ime students reached the e leventh  grade t h i s  l e v e l  of  uncer 

t a i n t y  increased to 34 percent  o f  the s tudents .  In the t h i r d  

grade,  84 percent  of  the students f e l t  proud of  t h i e r  work whi le  

only 53 percent  o f  the students in the e leventh grade f e l t  the 

same. In the lower grades,  93 percent  of  the students in d i ca te d  

they were doing the best they could.  Among high school seniors ,  

a mere 37 percent  repor t ed per forming at  peak l e v e l s .  More than 

40 percent  of  a l l  the students in the Morse study repor t ed
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becoming discouraged in school and the r a t e  of  discouragement  

increased wi th the age of  the s tudent .  Morse concluded t h a t  the 

"school s e l f "  appears to grow g r a d u a l l y  l ess p o s i t i v e  as the  

student  progresses to higher  grades.

Reid (1982)  re por te d  the f i n d i n g s  o f  a study of  s e l f - c o n c e p t  

and p e r s i s t e n t  absenteeism,  in which he suggests t h a t  a c o n f l i c t  

e x i s t s  f o r  the school when at tempt i ng to work wi th the p e r s i s t e n t  

t r u a n t .  The c o n f l i c t  Reid i d e n t i f i e s  r e s u l t s  from the need of  

the absentee to "have his s e l f - c o n c e p t  r a i sed  de sp i te  the f a c t  

t h a t  he is  involved in an i l l e g a l  a c t i o n .  Moreover,  the respons

i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  process r es t s  wi th  the agents of  the i n s t i t u t i o n  

which the absentee has a l r eady  r e j e c t e d . "  Reid suggested,

I f  we wish to change school a bsent ees ’ a t t i t u d e s  towards  
school and t h e i r  educat ion,  then we w i l l  f i r s t  have to  
r a i s e  t h e i r  s e l f - c o n c e p t s .  A l t e r n a t e l y ,  i f  we wish to  
r a i s e  t h e i r  s e l f - c o n c e p t s ,  then we w i l l  f i r s t  have to 
change t h e i r  a t t i u t d e s  toward schools and t h e i r  educat ion .
I f  we are able to accomplish t h i s ,  then fewer students  
w i l l  . . . become p e r s i s t e n t  absentees.

The l i t e r a t u r e  suggests the students who are unsuccessful

a cademi ca l l y  may cont inue to exper ience f a i l u r e  throughout  the

years o f  secondary educat ion due to the preconcept ions held by

t e a c h e r s .  Pink (1982)  suggested t h a t  teachers  teach f a i l i n g

students  less compared to other  more successful  s t ude nt s ,  and

both teachers  and schools f a i l  to mot iv at e  the unsuccessful

s t u d e n t .

R i s t  (1977)  addressed the l a b e l i n g  of  students who s u f f e r
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f a i l u r e  by teachers  and schools as being academi ca l l y  d e f i c i e n t .

A strong l i n k  between the e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  l a b e l i n g  and t ruancy was

shown. R i s t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t ruancy may reduce the chances f o r

l e a rn i ng  o r ,  as the r e s u l t  of  negat ive  l a b e l i n g ,  r e i n f o r c e  the

l i k e l i h o o d  o f  a student  not being successful  a cademi ca l l y .

Cul len and Sreberny (1976)  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  l a b e l i n g  students as

"dumb"’ or a " t roublemaker"  can n e g a t i v e l y  impact t h e i r  s e l f -

concept and lead to f u r t h e r  t ru an cy .  Pink (1982)  concluded:

Students s u c c e s s f u l l y  l ab e l e d  i n f e r i o r ,  t r e a t e d  as i n f e r i o r ,  
and i n t e r n a l i z i n g  the concepts of  i n f e r i o r s  w i l l ,  in f a c t ,  
perform in an i n f e r i o r  f a sh i o n .

Lack of  success academical ly  coupled wi th a low s e l f - c o n c e p t  can

i n t e n s i f y  the cycle  of  f a i l u r e  f o r  the t r u a n t  s t ude nt .  This

cycle  can be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the ha bi t ua l  t r u a n t  to break and can

cause s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  the secondary student  and the

s chool .

Truancy and Dropping Out of  School  

I r r e g u l a r  at tendance has of tent imes  been c i t e d  as a p r e 

cursor  to dropping out of  school .  Bisman and N a t r i e l l o  (1978)  

noted t h a t  the s tudent ,  school and s oc ie t y  a l l  s u f f e r  as the 

r e s u l t  of  e s c a l a t i n g  absenteeism.

"A major r e s u l t  of  school absenteeism can be academic 

f a i l u r e ;  and t h i s  c yc l e ,  once s t a r t e d ,  may produce f e e l i n g s  of  

i n f e r i o r i t y ,  f r u s t r a t i o n  and d i s i n t e r e s t  in p u p i l s ,  and in turn
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lead to t h e i r  e v e n t u a l l y  dropping out of  school . "  This was a 

major f i n d i n g  of  a specia l  task force  on at tendance,  absenteeism,  

t ruancy and dropouts e s ta b l is he d  by the C a l i f o r n i a  School Boards 

Associ at i on  during the 1980-81 academic y ear .

Upon survey of  5 ,799 secondary students over a two-year  

p er io d ,  de Jung and Duckworth (1986)  s t a t e d ,  "Most of  our 

c h r o n i c a l l y  absent students said t h a t  they expected to graduate .  

Probably t h e i r  parents also be l ieved t h i s . "  The authors recom

mended t h a t  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  between cont inued poor at tendance  

and non-graduat ion needs to be b e t t e r  a dv e r t i se d  by secondary 

schools.

Chronic t r u a n t s  have been c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as having low

academic performance,  poor s e l f - c o nc e pt s  and low s e l f - e s t e e m .

Var ious s t u d i e s ,  Schr ieber  ( 1 9 7 9 ) ,  Rumberg ( 1 9 81 ) ,  and Sewel l ,

Palmo and Manni ( 1 9 8 1 ) ,  have a l l  shown t h a t  these are s i m i l a r

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  high school dropouts.  These s tudies  po int  to

the l ac k  of  re levancy of  school as perceived by students who

engage in t r u a n t  behavior  l eadi ng to dropping out of  school .

The e f f e c t s  of  the f a i l u r e  of  students to remain in school and

achieve graduat ion due, in p a r t ,  to t ruancy f o l lows these

students i n t o  adu l t  l i f e .  Robins and R a t c l i f f  (1980)  suggested:

Since high school graduat ion . . . has s u b s t a n t i a l  e f f e c t s  
on job o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  not only in terms o f  p r e s t i g e  and 
s a l a r y ,  but also in terms of  job s e c u r i t y ,  any e f f e c t  of  
t ruancy on occupat ional  success can be expected to be 
mediated to some e xt en t  through i t s  e f f e c t  on high school  
gr aduat i  on.
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The l i t e r a t u r e  suggests t h a t  low academic achievement and f u t u r e  

career  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  are c l o s e l y  associated wi th t ruancy.

Conclusion

Truancy and i t s  e f f e c t  on secondary school ing is wel l  

documented in the educat ional  l i t e r a t u r e .  Research in to t h i s  

area i d e n t i f i e s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and causes lea di ng  to t ruancy  

among s tudent s ,  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  f ami l y  and s oc i e t y  to 

t ruancy,  the responses of  secondary schools to t r ua nc y ,  the 

s ho r t - t e r m and long- term e f f e c t s  of  t ruancy and the psycho

l o g i c a l  impact of  t ruancy on the students i n v o l v e d .  Much of  the  

s a l i e n t  educat iona l  l i t e r a t u r e  descr ibes the causat ion of  these  

s o c i e t a l ,  school and pe rs ona l /psychol og i ca l  f a c t o r s  due to the  

incidence of  t ruancy.

Despi te  these many and v a r i ed  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and the broad 

r a m i f i c a t i o n s  on schools and s o c i e t y ,  t ruancy remains a misunder

stood phenomenon. Evidence o f  t h i s  misunderstanding is i l l u s 

t r a t e d  by the f a c t  t h a t  t he r e  is no c on s i s t e nt  d e f i n i t i o n  of  

t ruancy in the l i t e r a t u r e .  F u r th er ,  the problem of  t ruancy  

cont inues to be on the increase  as is evidenced by the  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  t ruancy as the s ing le  most impor tant  concern of  

secondary school a d mi n i s t r a t o r s  over the past  two decades.
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The l i t e r a t u r e  c l e a r l y  points out the complex and f r u s t r a 

t i n g  nature  of  t ruancy .  Numerous s t r a t e g i e s  of  i n t e r v e n t i o n  and 

reduct ion  have been designed and undertaken wi th t r u a n t  students  

wi th some measures of  success.  Saturday School is one approach 

which has been u t i l i z e d  wi th  t r u a n t  students in secondary 

schools.  Programs of  Saturday School r e q u i r e  a higher  l e v e l  of  

p ar ent /schoo l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and cooperat ion in the non-at tendance  

behavior  o f  s tudents .  When used as an a l t e r n a t i v e  program to 

o u t - o f - s c h o o l  suspensions,  p l ac i ng students who would otherwise  

be suspended in Saturday School al lows the students to remain in 

the r e g u l a r  school session dur ing the week.

The d i f f i c u l t i e s  associated with t ruancy  remain unresolved,  

suggest ing the need f o r  f u r t h e r  research which should lead to an 

enhanced understanding o f  the problem. An a ppr a i sa l  of  the  

prominent l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l i n g  wi th t ruancy tends to support  the 

purpose s ta te d f o r  t h i s  study:  f u r t h e r  e m pi r i ca l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is 

needed to determine the e f f e c t  of  a l t e r n a t i v e  programs, such as 

Saturday School ,  on the r a t e  of  t ruancy,  academic achievement and 

school a t t i t u d e s  of  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  s tudents .  The r e s u l t s  of  

such i n v e s t i g a t i o n  should prove a worthwhi le  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the 

present  educat ional  l i t e r a t u r e  concerned wi th  t ruancy .

The nature  of  t h i s  study was to provide an empi r ica l  review  

of  the e f f e c t s  of  Saturday School on h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  secondary
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students .  The methodology used in t h i s  study is expla ined in 

chapter  I I I .
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CHAPTER I I I  

METHODOLOGY 

I n t r o d u c t i o n

The purpose of  t h i s  study was to determine what e f f e c t  

at tendance in Saturday School Programs had on h a b i t u a l l y  

t r u a n t  secondary students s p e c i f i c  to t h e i r  r a t e  of  t ruancy,  

grade p o i n t  average and a t t i t u d e  toward school .  Measurement  

of  the r a t e  o f  t ruancy and grade point  averages was gathered  

from examinat ion of  school r ecords.  Data f o r  the measurement 

of  a t t i t u d e  toward school were obtained from the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

of  a student  o p i n i o n n a i r e .

Chapter  I I I  w i l l  discuss the Saturday School Programs 

i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  the s e l e c t i o n  o f  school samples,  the s e l e c t i o n  

of  student  samples drawn from these schools,  and the instrument  

used to measure a t t i t u d e  toward school .  The chapter  w i l l  

conclude wi th  a discussion o f  the method of  data  ga ther ing  and 

the s t a t i s t i c a l  procedures employed to analyze these data .

Saturday School Programs I n v e s t i g a t e d

In order  to b e t t e r  determine the p o t e n t i a l  e f f e c t  of  a 

Saturday School Program on the v a r i a b l e s  chosen f o r  study,  two

45
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methods o f  conducting Saturday School Programs were i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

The f i r s t  method involved assigning h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students to 

a f our  hour "study h a l l "  environment where they were expected to 

remain seated,  q u i e t  and on t ask  f o r  the e n t i r e  per iod of  the 

Saturday session.  The students were supervised by a c e r t i f i c a t e d  

member of  the school s t a f f  and were i n s t r u c t e d  to br ing m a t e r i a l s  

with them s u f f i c i e n t  to insure  t h a t  they were c o n t i n u a l l y  

working.  A l l  m a t e r i a l s  brought in to  Saturday School by students  

were to be r e l a t e d  to school and any other  m a t e r i a l s ,  such as 

newspapers or magazines,  were not a l lowed.  No a d d i t i o n a l  school  

m a t e r i a l s  o ther  than those brought by the students were made 

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  use in Saturday School .  This method of  conducting  

Saturday School was i d e n t i f i e d  as being t r a d i t i o n a l .

The second method i n v e s t i g a t e d  d i f f e r e d  from the t r a d i t i o n a l  

Saturday School in several  ways. Among these d i f f e r e n c e s  were:

1) the u t i l i z a t i o n  of  guided study p r a c t i c e  f o r  the students in 

Saturday School wi th cur r icu lum which was p a r a l l e l  in scope and 

content  to the cur r icu lum in the r e g u l a r  school program; 2) the 

p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  f i l ms  and video tapes to students which addressed 

the t op i cs  of  t ruancy ,  del inquency and high school dropouts;  3) 

group discussions wi th students during the Saturday School 

sessions s t re s s i n g  dec is ion  making s k i l l s  and value c l a r i f i c a t i o n  

e x er c i s e s ;  and 4) advance n o t i f i c a t i o n  given to parents advis ing  

them of  the Saturday School assignment f o r  t h e i r  son/daughter .
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The students were assigned to a f our  hour session and were 

supervised by c e r t i f i c a t e d  school personnel  as in the t r a d i t i o n a l  

Saturday School .  This method of  conduct ing a Saturday School  

Program was i d e n t i f i e d  as e xpe r i menta l .

As p r e v i o us l y  s t a t e d ,  the cur r icu lum u t i l i z e d  in the  

exper imental  Saturday School was p a r a l l e l  to the cur r icu lum in 

the r e g u l a r  program. This was accomplished through the use of  

s e l f - p a c e d  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  packets f o r  var ious subjects  from the 

" a l t e r n a t i v e  study" program. A l t e r n a t i v e  study was a separate  

program in use in the W h i t t i e r  Union High School D i s t r i c t  

designed to a s s i s t  students who were exper ienc ing academic 

d i f f i c u l t i e s  due to p e r s o n a l / f a m i l y  reasons.  Since the  

curr icu lum from the a l t e r n a t i v e  study program had rece iv ed  p r i o r  

f a c u l t y  approva l ,  the hope was t h a t  through i t s  use wi th  the  

h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students in the exper imental  Saturday School 

these students could perhaps "br idge" the gap in academics 

created by t h e i r  absenteeism when they re turned to r e g u l a r  

cl as ses .

S e le c t i on  of  Schools 

The subjects  were chosen from s e l ec ted  schools in the  

W h i t t i e r  Union High School D i s t r i c t .  The d i s t r i c t  is comprised 

of  f i v e  comprehensive high schools and one c o n t i n u a t i o n / a l t e r n a 

t i v e  high school .  The at tendance area served by the schools
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spanned a range of  socio-economic and e t hn i c  groups.  Anglo and 

Hispanic students comprised the percentage m a j o r i t y  of  the 

student  enro l l ments  wi th Hispanic students comprising the numeric 

major i  t y .

The study was explained to both the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  the 

d i s t r i c t  and to the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  the comprehensive high 

schools to assure t h e i r  understanding and cooperat ion. .  Le t te rs  

were sent to the Super intendent  of  Schools,  the D i r e c t o r  of  Pupil  

Personnel S e r v i c e s ,  and the f i v e  p r i n c i p a l s  of  the comprehensive 

high schools r equest ing  permission f o r  the research to be ca r r ie d  

o u t .

Table 1 shows the enrol lment  f i g u r e s  f o r  the comprehensive 

high schools at  the beginning o f  the 1986-87 school year :

TABLE 1

TOTAL ENROLLMENT AT THE COMPREHENSIVE HIGH SCHOOLS

C a l i f o r n i a  High School 1,960
La Serna High School 1,621
Pioneer  High School 1,901
Santa Fe High School 1,804
W h i t t i e r  High School 2,041

Tota l  student  enr o l l me nt  f o r  the d i s t r i c t ,  i n c l ud i ng  the c o n t i n 

uat ion high school ,  at  the beginning of  the 1986-87 school year
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was 9 , 2 89 .  Table 2 shows the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  enro l l ment  f o r  

ninth and t en t h  grade students at  the comprehensive high 

schools.

TABLE 2

NINTH AND TENTH GRADE ENROLLMENTS AT THE COMPREHENSIVE

HIGH SCHOOLS

Ninth Grade Tenth Grade

C a l i f o r n i a  High School 477 523
La Serna High School 389 433
Pioneer High School 520 515
Santa Fe High School 441 494
W h i t t i e r  High School 488 555

The e f f o r t  was made to s e l e c t  from among the comprehensive  

high schools the two schools which were the most a l i k e  to 

e f f e c t i v e l y  compare the two Saturday School Programs i n v e s t i 

gated.  S p e c i f i c  c r i t e r i a  were appl ied in reaching the f i n a l  

s e l e c t i o n s .  One c o ns i d er a t i o n  was school s i z e .  There was the  

need to s e l e c t  two schools whose enrol lments  of  n i n t h and tenth  

grade students were l a r ge  enough to a l low f o r  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  of  

the s t ud y ’ s f i n d i n g s .  Whi le student  enr ol l ment  was a pr imary  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  i t  also was important  t h a t  the schools be as

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



50

s i m i l a r  as p o ss ib le  in other  ways.

Each of  the schools was s tudied in terms of  the f o l l o w i n g  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  1) the number o f  repor ted days o f  t ruancy among

ni nt h and te n th  grade students dur ing the previous school year  

and 2) the s p e c i f i c  demographics f o r  each school .  As seen in 

t a b l e s  1 and 2, the comprehensive high schools in the d i s t r i c t  

compare f a v o r a b l y  to each other  in terms of  e n r o l l m e n t .  How

ever ,  the i n t e n t  of  the s e l e c t i o n  process was to i d e n t i f y  the two 

schools which were the most s i m i l a r .

A f t e r  rev i ewi ng  student  enr o l l me nt  f i g u r e s ,  both f o r  t o t a l  

e nrol lment  and enr ol l ment  in the n i nt h and t e nt h  grade c lasses ,  a 

comparison was made of  the recorded scores f o r  each school on the 

C a l i f o r n i a  Assessment Test  (CAT).  This comparison was made to 

narrow the s e l e c t i o n  to the f i n a l  two schools to be used in the 

study.  Table 3 shows the CAT scores f o r  each o f  the comprehen

s ive high schools.
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TABLE 3

CALIFORNIA ASSESSMENT TEST SCORES FOR EACH OF THE COMPREHENSIVE

HIGH SCHOOLS

School
C a l i f o r n i a  High School  
La Serna High School 
Pioneer  High School 
Santa Fe High School  
W h i t t i e r  High School

Readi no W r i t t e n Soe l1 i na Math

65 .9 64.3 68.3 68.2
60 .4 62.1 70.3 68 .0
58.1 57. 5 67.0 64.6
60.0 62 .4 69.2 67.1
62 .4 63.2 68.7 68 .6

Upon review of  the recorded CAT scores as shown in t a b l e  3,  

C a l i f o r n i a  High School and W h i t t i e r  High School were s e l ec te d as 

the f i n a l  two schools f o r  i n c l u s i on  in the study.  C a l i f o r n i a  

High School was se lec ted as the l o c a t i o n  o f  the t r a d i t i o n a l  

Saturday School Program and whi le  the exper imenta l  Saturday  

School Program was conducted at  W h i t t i e r  High School .

S e l e c t i o n  of  Subjects  

The subjects  s e l ec te d  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the study were n inth  

and t en th  grade students chosen on the basis  of  t h e i r  record of  

t ruancy f o r  the second academic qu ar t er  of  the 1986-87 school  

y e a r .  S e l e c t i o n  was l i m i t e d  to those n i n t h  and t ent h grade 

students who demonstrated a " h a b i t u a l "  p a t t e r n  of  t ruancy .

A l l  s tudents who f i t  the i d e n t i f i e d  c r i t e r i a  were included  

in the study f o r  a t o t a l  sample of  130 s t ude nt s .  Of t h i s
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number, 28 were n inth grade male students ,  37 were n inth grade 

female s t udent s ,  32 were t ent h grade male students and 33 were 

t ent h grade female s t udents .  Tables 4 and 5 d i s p l a y  the p e r 

centages of  the popula t i on t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in each of  the  

Saturday School Programs involved in the study.

TABLE 4

PARTICIPANTS IN THE TRADITIONAL SATURDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM 

(CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOL)

9th 9th 10th 10th
Mai e Female Mai e Female TOTAL

Populat ion by Grade 333 144 370 153 1,000
Number of  Students

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  in Study 13 17 11 14 55
Percentage of  Class

Populat i  on 3 . 9 11.8 2.9 9.1 5 .5

TABLE 5

PARTICIPANTS IN THE EXPERIMENTAL SATURDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM 

(WHITTIER HIGH SCHOOL)

9th 9th 10th 10th
Mai e Female Mai e Female TOTAL

Populat ion by Grade 249 239 277 278 1,043
Number of  Students

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  in Study 15 20 21 19 75
Percentage of  Class

Populat i  on 6 .0 8.3 7 .5 6 .8 7.1
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The t o t a l  sample of  130 students represented approximate ly  

6 . 4  percent  of  the t o t a l  number of  students e n r o l l e d  in the ninth  

and t en th  grades at the two comprehensive high school involved in 

the study.  Each subj ec t  was assigned an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  number to 

a l low f o r  the matching of  q u a n t i t a t i v e  da t a .  No other  i d e n 

t i f y i n g  in f or mat ion  was used and c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of  in f or ma t i on  

was assured to a l l  s tudents in the study.

Instruments

A resear cher  designed o p in i onna i r e  was employed to assess 

the a t t i t u d e s  toward school of  the students who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in 

the study.  The o p i n i o n n a i r e  was pa t t erned a f t e r  the " L i k e r t "  

a t t i t u d i n a l  sca l e .  Students were asked to respond to 30 s p e c i f i c  

statements by i n d i c a t i n g :  strong agreement,  agreement,  d i s a g r e e 

ment or strong disagreement  wi th each s t atement .  Point  values of  

4-1 were assigned to each statement  f o r  scor ing purposes.  The 

o p i n i o n n a i r e  was f ormat ted to gather  i n f or ma t io n  in t h r ee  general  

areas:  1) student  a t t i t u d e  toward c lasses;  2) student  a t t i t u d e

toward t eacher s;  and 3) student  a t t i t u d e  toward the environment  

of  the school ,  i n c l u d i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  student  l e a de r s ,  

a c t i v i t i e s  and the physica l  appearance of  the school .  The 

Student Opin i onnai re  was f i e l d  tested dur ing the f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of  

the 1986-87 school year  wi th a group o f  students assigned to a 

t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School Program in a l a r g e  comprehensive
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high school outs i de  of  the W h i t t i e r  Union High School D i s t r i c t ,  

but comparable in terms of  s i ze  and demographics.  The students  

were asked to i n d i c a t e  any areas o f  vagueness, inaccuracy and/or  

misunderstanding of  the statements.  On the basis of  t h e i r  

responses,  the o p in i o n n a i r e  was re v i se d and used in the study in 

i t s  present  form (see Appendix) .  The o p i n i o nn a i r e  was admin

i s t e r e d  to a l l  s tudents in the sample in both the t r a d i t i o n a l  and 

the exper imental  Saturday School Programs dur ing the i n i t i a l  and 

concluding sessions of  Saturday School dur ing the s ix  week period  

of  the study.

Data Gather ing

Data f o r  the study were gathered dur ing the second and t h i r d  

academic quar ter s  o f  the 1986-87 school y e ar ,  encompassing the  

months of  mid-November to m i d - A p r i l .  The p r i n c i p a l s  of  each of  

the sample comprehensive high schools involved in the study were 

contacted immediate ly  p r i o r  to the s t a r t  of  the data gather ing  

p er io d .  Basel ine  data f o r  the study were gathered at  the end of  

the second q u a r t e r  in January,  and compiled in the f o l l o w i n g  

manner:

1) Truancy Rate - was the record of  a l l  unexcused absences 

which c o n t r i b u t e d  to the t ruancy r a t e  f o r  each student  in 

the sample and was obtained from school at tendance  

r e c o r d s .
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2) Grade Point  Average - was t h a t  which was recorded in the  

s t u d e n t ’ s f i l e  at  the conclusion of  the second q u a r t e r .

Students in the sample were assigned at tendance in s ix  

consecut ive  Saturday sessions of  the r e s p e c t i v e  Saturday School  

Programs at  the beginning o f  the t h i r d  q u a r t e r  in February of  

1987. A l l  subjects were administered the student  o p i n i o nn a i r e  

and a 100 percent  r e t u r n  on the instrument  was obta i ned.  Data 

f o r  t ruancy r a t e  and grade po in t  average f o r  a l l  students in the 

study were again drawn from the student  records at  the conclusion  

of  the t h i r d  qu ar t e r  in m id -A pr i l  of  1987.

The o p in i o n n a i r e  was hand scored f o r  the t hr e e  areas and the  

r e s u l t s ,  along wi th data  f o r  t ruancy r a t e  and grade po int  average  

r e t r i e v e d  from the student  f i l e s ,  were prepared f o r  computer  

a n a l y s i s .  The S t a t i s t i c a l  Package f o r  the Socia l  Sciences (SPSS) 

was the computer program used f o r  the data analyses.

Data Analyses

Data c o l l e c t e d  dur ing the second and t h i r d  quar ter s  were 

subjected to computer a n a l y s i s .  Since the study sought to 

determine what,  i f  any, e f f e c t  the Saturday School Program(s)  had 

on the v a r i a b l e s  of  t ruancy r a t e ,  grade p o in t  average and 

a t t i t u d e  toward school ,  Analys is  of  Var iance (ANOVA) was chosen 

as the s t a t i s t i c a l  technique to be used. ANOVA assesses the  

e f f e c t s  o f  one or more c a t e g o r i c a l l y  independent  v a r i a b l e s ,
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measured at  any l e v e l ,  upon a continuous dependent v a r i a b l e .  

The l e v e l  of  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  acceptance or r e j e c t i o n  of  the  

n u l l  hypotheses was set  at  .05 .  The d e s c r i p t i o n  of  the data  

and the discussion o f  the analyses of  the data  f i n d in g s  w i l l  

be presented in chapt er  IV.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



CHAPTER IV 

DESCRIPTION AND ANAYLSIS OF THE DATA

I n t r o d u c t i o n

The f i n d i n g s  f o r  t ruancy r a t e ,  grade po int  averages and 

a t t i t u d e  toward school w i l l  be analyzed and presented in t h i s  

c hapt er .  Comparisions w i l l  be drawn between grade l e v e l s  and 

genders f o r  both the t o t a l  student  sample and sub-popul at i ons  of  

the sample. Data f i n d i n g s  f o r  the exper imental  and t r a d i t i o n a l  

Saturday School Programs also w i l l  be presented wi th  comparsions 

drawn between grade l e v e l s  and genders.

D e s c r i p t i o n  of  Truancy Data 

The t ruancy r a t e  ( ITR) among the student  sample v ar ied  f o r  

both grade l e v e l  and gender a f t e r  the s t u d e n t ’ s p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in 

Saturday School . The tiruancy r a t e  f o r  each student  was d e t e r -  

mined by d i v i d i n g  the niimber of  days each student  had been t r u a n t  

dur ing the academic q u a r t e r  by the number of  days o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  

dur ing t h a t  q u a r t e r .  For example,  a student  t r u a n t  from school  

f o r  14 days dur ing a 48 day academic q u a r t e r  would have a 

computed TR of  . 2916.

The mean f o r  t ruancy r a t e  f o r  the t o t a l  sample of  130 students  

was .2938,  or approx imat e ly  14.1 days of  t ruancy based

57
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on the 48 day academic qu ar te r  used in the study.  Table 6 shows 

the means f o r  t ruancy r a t e  f o r  the sample popu l a t i on .

TABLE 6

MEAN DIFFERENCE FOR TRUANCY RATE FOR THE TOTAL SAMPLE

n

P r i o r  to 
Saturday  
School

F o l 1owi ng
Saturday
School

Mean
Di f f e r e n c e

9th Grade 65 .2920 . 2258 - . 0 6 6 2
10th Grade 65 .2957 .2626 - . 03 31
Tota l 130 .2938 .2442 - . 0 4 9 6

Mai e 60 .2643 .2452 - . 0 1 91
Female 70 .3191 .2434 - . 0 7 5 7
Tota l 130 .2938 . 2442 - . 0 4 9 6

Note:  Means r epr esent the combined t o t a l s  of  both Saturday School
Programs

When data f o r  the t o t a l  sample were examined, a s i m i l a r  

p a t t e r n  of  t ruancy emerged a f t e r  Saturday School p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

f o r  both grade l e v e l s  and gender as revea led by the means f o r  

t r u anc y .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  the data i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the r a t e  of  

t ruancy de c l i n e d .  These dec l i nes  f o r  TR were sharpest  among

1) female students and 2) ninth grade students.
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When the s t a t i s t i c a l  technique of  Analysis of  Var iance (ANOVA) 

was appl ied to the dat a ,  the r e s u l t s  were P values as shown in 

t a b l e  7.

TABLE 7

ANNOVA FOR TRUANCY RATE FOR THE TOTAL SAMPLE

n

Mai e 60

Female 70

9th Grade 65

10th Grade 65

*  P < .05

N = 130

M SD SE

- .0 19 2 . 165 .021

- . 0 75 7 .153 .018

- .0 66 2 . 148 .018

- .0331 .171 .021

d f  P ( 2  T a i l e d !  

128 .046*

128 .241

Table 8 shows the data comparsion f o r  TR means across 

i n d i v i d u a l  grade l e v e l s  and genders.
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TABLE 8

MEAN DIFFERENCE 

BY

FOR TRUANCY 

GRADE LEVEL

RATE FOR THE TOTAL SAMPLE 

AND GENDER

N = 130

P r i o r  to F o l 1owi ng
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e re nc e
Mai es
9th Grade 28 .1975 .1921 - . 0 0 54
10th Grade 32 .3228 .2916 - . 03 13
Females
9th Grade 37 .3635 .2514 - . 1 1 22
10th Grade 33 .2694 .2345 - . 0 3 4 8

Note: Means repr esent the combined t o t a l s  of  both Saturday School
Programs

Again,  the TR means dec l i ned f o r  a l l  groups in the sample.  The 

mean d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  n inth grade female students was more than 

t h r e e  t imes as l a r g e  as the TR mean de cl i ne  f o r  any other  

grade/gender  sub-popul at i on among the sample and more than 

o n e - t h i r d  the TR mean de c l i ne  f o r  a l l  female s t udents .  ANOVA f or  

t h i s  t ruancy data revea led the comparat ive P values f o r  TR mean 

d i f f e r e n c e s  shown in t a b l e  9.
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TABLE 9

ANNOVA FOR TRUANCY RATE FOR BY GRADE LEVEL AND GENDER

n

N =

M

130

SD SE

Males 
9th Grade 28 - . 0 0 5 4 .124 .021

10th Grade 32 - . 0 3 1 3 .195 .035
Females 
9th Grade 37 - . 1 1 2 2 .150 .025

10th Grade 33 - . 0 3 4 8 .147 .026

9th Grade 
Male 28 - . 0 0 5 4 .124 .023

Female 37 - . 1 1 2 2 .150 .025
10th Grade 
Male 32 - . 0 3 1 3 .195 .035

Female 33 - . 0 3 4 8 .147 .026

df

58

68

63

63

P ( 2  T a i l e d )

.538

033*

.003*

.934

P < .05

The P values of  .033 and .003 f o r  the TR mean d i f f e r e n c e s  

between n i n t h  grade females vs.  tenth grade females and n inth  

grade females vs.  n inth grade males r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  were s t a t i s 

t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  at  . 05 .  The t ruancy data suggest t h a t  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in Saturday School e f f e c t s  the t ruancy  r a t e  of  

h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n inth grade female students as evidenced by the  

sharp d e c l i n e  in TR mean d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  these students a f t e r  

t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in e i t h e r  of  the exper imenta l  or t r a d i t i o n a l
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Saturday School .

D e s c r i p t i o n  of  Grade Point  Average Data 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  in Saturday School was shown to be r e l a t e d  to 

a d e c l i n e  in the t ruancy  r a t e  of  the t o t a l  student  sample.  A 

s i m i l a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in Saturday School and 

the grade po int  averages of  the student  sample was shown. Table  

10 shows the means f o r  grade point  averages f o r  the student  

sample.  Grade po in t  average (GPA) was based on a scale  ranging  

from a low value o f  0 .0 0  to a high value of  4 . 0 0 .

TABLE 10

MEAN DIFFERENCE FOR GRADE POINT AVERAGE FOR THE TOTAL SAMPLE

N = 130

P r i o r  to 
Saturday

F o l 1owi ng 
Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e r e n c e

9th Grade 65 .6178 .5708 - . 0 47 1
10th Grade 65 .8531 .5574 - .2957
Tota l 130 .7355 .5641 - . 0 7 1 4

Mai e 60 .7882 .4750 - .3312
Female 70 .6903 .6559 - . 0 3 4 4
Tota l 130 .7355 .5641 - .0714

Note:  Means repr esent the combined t o t a l s  of  both Saturday School
Programs
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The grade po int  averages f o r  the students in the sample were 

s eve r e l y  depressed.  The grade point  averages shown f o r  the 

student  sample in t a b l e  10 were those recorded in the s t u d e n t s ’ 

school f i l e  at  the conclusion of  the f i r s t  academic q u a r t e r ,  and 

are the actual  grade p o in t  averages earned by the h a b i t u a l l y  

t r u a n t  students in the sample.

6PA dec l i ned  the sharpest  f o r  1) 10 t en t h  grade students and

2) male s t udents .  Table 11 shows the r e s u l t s  of  ANOVA t reatment  

of  the data f o r  grade po in t  averages o f  the sample across grade 

l e v e l s  and genders.

TABLE 11

ANOVA FOR GRADE POINT AVERAGE FOR THE TOTAL SAMPLE

n

Mai e 60

Female 70

9th Grade 65

10th Grade 65

*  P < .05

N = 130 

M SD SE

- . 3 3 1 2  .632 .080

- . 0 3 4 4  .589 .070

- .0 47 1  .587 .073

- . 0 2 9 5  .633 .079

df  P (2 T a i l e d l

128 .006*

128 .022*

ANOVA f o r  grade po in t  average r evea led a P value of  .022 

between the d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  the GPA means of  n inth grade students
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vs.  tenth grade students and a P value of  .006 between the 

d i f f e r e n c e  o f  the GPA means f o r  males vs.  female students .  These 

values f o r  P proved to be s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  at  the .05 

1 e v e ! .

Such data as was revealed f o r  GPA f o r  the student  sample 

would suggest t h a t  t here  is no improvement in the academic 

achievement of  the h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students in the sample f o l 

lowing t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in Saturday School .  In f a c t ,  these 

data would suggest a r e s u l t i n g  r educt ion in the academic 

achievement of  the h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students in the sample 

f o l l o w i n g  Saturday School p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

Table 12 shows the data f o r  the four  student  sample sub

populat ions wi th  respect  to grade po int  average.

TABLE 12

MEAN DIFFERENCE FOR GRADE POINT AVERAGE FOR TOTAL SAMPLE BY

GRADE LEVEL AND GENDER

N = 130

P r i o r  to Fo l 1owi ng
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e re nc e
Males
9th Grade 28 .6732 .5618 - . 11 14
10th Grade 32 .8888 .3653 - . 52 34
Females
9th Grade 37 .5769 .5776 .0007
10th Grade 33 ;8185 .7436 .0748

Note: Means repr esent combined t o t a l s  of  both Saturday School
Programs
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Greater  extremes among the mean d i f f e r e n c e s  were present  f or  

grade po in t  averages as compared wi th the mean d i f f e r e n c e s  f or  

t ruancy r a t e  among the student  sample. Sharp dec l i ne s  were found 

in the mean d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  male s t udents ,  most n o t i c a b l y  tenth  

grade males.  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  one sub-populat ion among the student  

sample,  n inth grade females,  showed a s l i g h t  increase in GPA 

f o l l o w i n g  Saturday School p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  ANOVA f o r  the data f or  

GPA r evea led the P values between the mean d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  the 

student  sample as shown in t a b l e  13.

TABLE 13

ANOVA FOR GRADE POINT AVERAGE FOR THE TOTAL SAMPLE

n

N =

M

130

SD SE
Mai es 
9th Grade 28 - . 11 14 .619 .117

10th Grade 32 - . 5 2 34 .569 . 101
Females 
9th Grade 37 .0016 .565 .093

10th Grade 33 - . 0 7 48 .621 . 108

9th Grade 
Males 28 - . 11 14 .619 .117

Females 37 .0016 .565 .093
10th Grade 
Males 32 - . 5 2 3 4 .569 . 101

Females 33 - . 0 7 4 8 .621 . 108

df

58

68

63

63

P ( 2  T a i l e d l  

.010

.593

.065

.003*

*  P < .05
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The P values o f  .010 and .003 were s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

at  the .05 l ev e l  and involved comparsions of  GPA mean de c l i ne s  of  

the o t her  sub-popula t ions  wi th the GPA mean de c l i ne  o f  t enth  

grade male students .  This data suggest t h a t  whi le  the academic 

performance of  a l l  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students in the sample was 

low, t ent h grade male students among the sample performed at  a 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  lower l e v e l  of  academic achievement .

With the except ion of  n inth grade female s t udent s ,  a 

decrease in academic achievement occurred f o r  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  

students in the sample f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in Saturday  

School ,  e i t h e r  exper imenta l  or t r a d i t i o n a l .  This f i n d i n g  

suggests t h a t  academic achievement,  as measured by grade po int  

average,  is n e g a t i v e l y  a f f e c t e d  f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in 

Saturday School by h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  s tudent s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  ninth  

and t en t h  grade male s tudents .

D e sc r i p t i on  o f  Data f o r  A t t i t u d e  Toward School

Data f o r  a t t i t u d e  toward school f o r  the student  sample were 

gathered from the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  the student  o p i n i o n n a i r e . 

Student a t t i t u d e s  were measured in t hr e e  s p e c i f i c  areas:  1) 

c l as ses ,  2) teachers and 3) school environment  and the data  f or  

each of  these areas are shown in t a b l e  14.
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TABLE 14

MEAN DIFFERENCE FOR ATTITUDE TOWARD SCHOOL FOR THE TOTAL SAMPLE

N = 130

CLASSES
P r i o r  to F o l 1owi ng
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e r e n c e

9th Grade 65 2.7615 2.6200 - . 1 4 1 5
10th Grade 65 2.6815 2.6154 - . 06 62
Mai e 60 2 .7300 2.5800 - . 1 5 0 0
Female 70 2.7143 2.6500 - . 06 43

TEACHERS

P r i o r  to F o l1owi ng
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e r e n c e

9th Grade 65 2.6092 2.6215 .0123
10th Grade 65 2.5169 2.4892 - .0277
Mai e 60 2.6800 2.5667 - . 11 33
Female 70 2.4629 2.5457 .0829

ENVIRONMENT

P r i o r  to Foi lowi  ng
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e r e n c e

9th Grade 65 2.5905 2.6169 .0254
10th Grade 65 2.2985 2.7183 .1215
Mai e 60 2.5467 2.7183 .1717
Female 70 2 .5412 2.5329 - .0118

Note: Means r epresent combined t o t a l s of  both Saturday School
Programs
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S p e c i f i c  po int  values ranging from 4 to 1 were assigned tp 

each statement  comprising the student  o p i n i o n n a i r e .  Higher  point  

values i n d i c a t e d  strong agreement (4)  or agreement (3)  wi th  a 

statement .  Lower values i n d ic a t e d  e i t h e r  disagreement  (2 )  or 

strong disagreement  (1)  wi th  a statement  choice.

Resul ts of  the o p i n i o n n a i r e  showed t h a t  the student  sample 

i n d i c a t e d  a change towards the negat ive  in t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  toward 

classes f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in Saturday School .  Students in 

both grade l e v e l s  and genders showed a reduct ion  in the mean 

d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  a t t i t u d e  toward c lasses .  ANOVA revea led the 

values f o r  P f o r  the data f o r  a t t i t u d e  toward school as shown in 

t a b l e  15.

TABLE 15

ANOVA FOR ATTITUDE TOWARD SCHOOL FOR THE TOTAL SAMPLE

N = 130

CLASSES
n M SD SE df P (2 T a i l e d !

Mai es 

Female

60

70

- . 1 5 00  

- . 0 0 43

.418

.451

.054

.054
128 .264

9th Grade 

10th Grade

65

65

- .1415  

- . 0 6 6 2

.475

.395

.059

.049
128 . 032*

*  P < .05

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



TEACHERS
n

TABLE 15 

M SD

(Con’ t )  

SE df

69

P (2 T a i l e d !

Males 60 - . 1 1 33 .389 .050
128 .019*

Females 70 .0829 .551 .066

9th Grade 65 .0123 .497 .062
128 .644

10th Grade 65 - . 0 2 7 7 .488 .061

*  P < .05

ENVIRONMENT
n M SD SD df P (2 T a i l e d !

Males 60 .1717 .497 .064
128 .047*

Females 70 - . 0 1 1 8 .540 .065

9th Grade 65 .0254 .500 .063
128 .302

10th Grade 65 . 1215 .550 .068

*  P < .05

None of  the values f o r  P shown in t a b l e  14 were proven to be

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f c a n t  at  the .05 l e v e l .

Among the data f o r  a t t i t u d e  toward school r e s p e c t i v e  to 

c la ss es ,  the mean d i f f e r e n c e  between n i n t h  and tenth grade 

students of  .032 was s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  at  the .05 l e v e l .  

The P va lue revealed through ANOVA f or  the mean d i f f e r e n c e  

between male students and female students was .019,  which was 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  at  the .05 l e v e l .
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Only female students among the sample showed a d e c l i n e  in 

the mean d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  a t t i t u d e  toward environment f o l l o w i n g  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in Saturday School .  The P value of  .047 f o r  the 

mean d i f f e r e n c e  between male and female students s p e c i f i c  to 

a t t i t u d e  toward environment proved s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  at  

. 05 .  Among the remaining sub-populat ions of  the t o t a l  sample,  

male students were shown to have the l a r g e s t  increase in the mean 

d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  a t t i t u d e  toward school envi ronment .  I n t e r 

e s t i n g l y ,  these data f i n d i n g s  are in exact  opposi t ion  to the  

f i n d i ng s  f o r  male and female students s p e c i f i c  to a t t i t u d e  toward 

teacher s ,  as revealed in t a b l e  15.

The data f o r  the means f o r  a t t i t u d e  toward school across 

grade l e v e l s  and gender sets f o r  the t h r ee  areas of  concern are 

shown in t a b l e  16.

TABLE 16

MEAN DIFFERENCE FOR ATTITUDE TOWARD SCHOOL FOR THE TOTAL SAMPLE

BY GRADE LEVEL AND GENDER

CLASSES

n

N = 130

P r i o r  to 
Saturday  
School

F o l 1owi ng
Saturday
School

Mean
Di f f e r e n c e

Mai es 
9th Grade 28 2.7643 2.5821 - . 18 21
10th Grade 32 2.7000 2.5781 - . 1 1 0 8
Females 
9th Grade 37 2.7595 2.6486 - . 1 2 1 9
10th Grade 33 2.6636 2.6515 - . 01 21
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TABLE 16 (Con’ t )
71

1 tHLHtKo

Mai es 
9th Grade 
10th Grade 
Females 
9th Grade 
10th Grade

n

28
32

37
33

Pr i o r  to 
Saturday  
School

2.7000
2.6625

2.5404
2.3785

F o l 1 owing
Saturday
School

2.6464
2.4969

2.6027
2.4818

Mean
Di f f e r e n c e

- . 0 5 3 6  
- . 1 6 5 6

.0622 

. 1061

ENVIRONMENT

P r i o r  to F o l 1owi ng
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e r e n c e
Mai es
9th Grade 28 2.6036 2.7393 . 1357
10th Grade 32 2.4964 2.7000 .2031
Females
9th Grade 37 2.5800 2.5243 - . 0 6 2 9
10th Grade 33 2.5000 2.5424 .0424

Note: Means repr esent  combined t o t a l s  of  both Saturday School 
Programs

Among these sets of  data f o r  a t t i t u d e  toward school f o r  the 

var ious sub-popula t ions  of  the student  sample, only the value for  

P f o r  the d i f f e r e n c e  between the means r e sp ec t i ve  to teachers for  

t ent h grade females vs.  tenth grade males of  .023 was shown to be 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  at  the .05 l e v e l .  No sub-popul at i on of  

the student  sample showed a decrease in the d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  the
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means f o r  a t t i t u d e  toward school in a l l  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i c a l  areas 

i n v e s t i g a t e d .  Student a t t i t u d e  toward the school environment  

showed the g r e a t e s t  i ncrease  o v e r a l l .

The data f o r  the student  sample suggest t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

in Saturday School is r e l a t e d  to an o v e r a l l  decrease in the  

s t u d e n t s ’ a t t i t u d e  toward t h e i r  c lasses .  With the s i n g u l a r  

except ion found f o r  the value f o r  P of  .023 f o r  a t t i t u d e  toward 

teachers f o r  t ent h grade female students vs.  t ent h grade male 

students noted p r e v i o u s l y ,  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the a t t i t u d e  

toward school of  the student  sample and t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in 

Saturday School proved to be negat ive in na t u r e .

D e s c r i p t i o n  of  Data f o r  Saturday School Programs I n v e s t i g a t e d  

Tables 17 and 18 show the data f o r  the i n d i v i d u a l  sub

popula t i ons  f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in both the exper imental  and 

t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School Programs.
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TABLE 17

MEAN DIFFERENCE FOR TRUANCY RATE FOR THE EXPERIMENTAL 

SATURDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM

N = 75

P r i o r  to F o l 1owi ng
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e r e n c e
Males
9th Grade 15 .1875 .1900 .0025
10th Grade 21 .3243 .3038 - . 0 2 0 5
Females
9th Grade 20 .3400 .2320 - . 1 08 0
10th Grade 19 .3242 .2674 - . 0 5 6 8
Total 75 .3011 .2527 - . 0 4 8 4

MEAN DIFFERENCE

TABLE 18 

FOR TRUANCY RATE FOR THE TRADITIONAL

SATURDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM

N = 55

P r i o r  to
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e r e n c e
Mai es
9th Grade 13 .2092 .1946 - . 0 1 4 6
10th Grade 11 .3200 .2682 - .0518
Females
9th Grade 17 .3912 .2741 - .1171
10th Grade 14 .1950 .1900 - . 0 0 5 0
Tota l 55 .2840 .2327 - . 05 13
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Rates of  t ruancy f o r  the student  sample dec l i ned  o v e r a l l  

f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in both the exper imenta l  and t r a d i t i o n a l  

Saturday School Programs. Data f o r  i n d i v i d a u l  sub-populat ions  

i n d i ca t ed  t h a t  the t ruancy r a t e  f o r  n i nth grade male students in 

the exper imenta l  Saturday School increased by a s l i g h t  margin 

f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h a t  program. This was the only  

grade/gender  grouping t h a t  showed an increase in r a t e  of  t ruancy  

in e i t h e r  the exper imental  or t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School .

Comparsions of  ANOVA values f o r  P f o r  TR meam d i f f e r e n c e s  

f o r  the student  sample in both Saturday School Programs showed no 

s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  wi th  one e xce pt ion .  The value f o r  P 

f o r  the TR mean d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  n inth grade males vs.  n i nt h grade 

females in the exper imental  Saturday School was shown to be .016 

which was s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  at  . 05 .  The data suggest  

t h a t  the s t re ngt h  of  t h i s  va lue f o r  P was l i k e l y  r e s u l t a n t  from 

the increase  in TR f o r  n i n t h  grade males in the exper imental  

Saturday Sc hoo l .

Comparsions of  the data  f o r  the v a r i a b l e s  s tudied showed 

t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in both Saturday School Programs r e s u l t e d  in a 

de cl i ne  in the t ruancy r a t e  f o r  the student  sample o v e r a l l .

Those students in the t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School Program showed 

a TR mean d e c l i n e  of  .0513 which was e q u i v a l e n t  to 2.56 increased  

days of  school at tendance.  Tenth grade female students showed 

the g r e a t e s t  improvement in at tendance wi th a gain of  2 .59
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increased days school at tendance r e s u l t i n g  from a .0518 TR mean 

d ec l i n e  f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday  

School .

Those students who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the exper imenta l  Saturday  

School Program r e a l i z e d  an increase  of  2 .42 days o f  school a t t e n 

dance as the r e s u l t  of  a TR mean de c l i ne  of  . 0484 .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

t ent h grade female students increased t h e i r  school at tendance by 

2.84  days f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the exper imenta l  Saturday  

School .

Table 19 shows the cross comparsion data f o r  t ruancy r a t e  

between the t r a d i t i o n a l  and the exper imental  Saturday School 

Programs.

TABLE 19

ANOVA FOR TRUANCY RATE FOR THE TRADITIONAL AND THE EXPERIMENTAL

SATURDAY SCHOOL PROGRAMS

N M SD SE df P 12  T a i 1ed

Tradi  t i  onal  

Experi  mental

55

75

- .0 51 3

- .0 48 4

.161

.161

.022

.019
128 .920

While a d e c l i n e in t ruancy r a t e was r e a l i z e d by the student

samples in both Saturday School Programs, the data  as revealed in 

t a b l e  19 show t h a t  t here  is no s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  present .
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These data f o r  t ruancy suggest t h a t  no one of  the Saturday School  

Programs proved to have a g r e a t e r  e f f e c t  on the r a t e  of  t ruancy  

of  the student  sample versus the ot her .

Tables 20 and 21 show the data f o r  the means f o r  grade point  

average f o r  the student  sample p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in the exper imental  

and t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School Programs.

TABLE 20

MEAN DIFFERENCE FOR GRADE POINT AVERAGE FOR THE EXPERIMENTAL 

SATURDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM

N = 75

P r i o r  to F o l 1owi ng
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e r e n c e
Males
9th Grade 15 .5953 .5933 - . 0 0 2 0
10th Grade 21 .7910 .2576 - .5333
Females
9th Grade 20 .5495 .6536 .1040
10th Grade 19 . 7679 .6832 - . 08 47
Total 75 .6816 .5381 - . 1 4 35
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TABLE 21

MEAN DIFFERENCE FOR GRADE POINT AVERAGE FOR THE TRADITIONAL

SATURDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM

n

N = 55

P r i o r  to 
Saturday  
School

F o l 1owi ng
Saturday
School

Mean
Di f f e r e n c e

Mai es 
9th Grade 13 .7631 .5254 - . 2 3 7 7
10th Grade 11 1.0755 .5709 - . 5 0 4 5
Females 
9th Grade 17 .6071 .4882 - . 11 89
10th Grade 14 .8871 .8257 - . 0 61 4
Total 55 .8089 .5995 - . 2 0 9 5

Academic achievement,  as measured by grade po int  average,  wi th  

the except ion of  n inth grade female students dec l i ned f o r  the  

e n t i r e  s tudent  sample who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the t r a d i t i o n a l  

Saturday School Program. For the student  sample who p a r t i c i p a t e d  

in the exper imenta l  Saturday School Program, grade po int  averages  

decl ined f o r  a l l  groups, again wi th the except ion of  n i n t h  grade 

female s t ude nt s .  Tenth grade male students experienced s i g n i f i 

cant drops in grade po i nt  average in both Saturday School  

Programs.

Values f o r  P revea led through ANOVA f o r  GPA mean d i f f e r e n c e s  

f o r  the exper imenta l  Saturday School Program were as f o l l o w s :  

ninth grade females vs. t e nt h  grade females ( . 3 4 9 ) ;  n inth grade 

females vs.  n i nt h grade males ( . 6 5 2 ) ;  n i n t h  grade males vs.  tenth
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grade males ( . 0 2 5 ) ;  and t e nt h  grade males vs.  t en t h  grade females  

( . 0 2 2 ) .  The values of  .025 and .022 f o r  P were proven to be 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .05 .  In both incidences where 

s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  was revea led f o r  GPA mean d i f f e r e n c e s ,  

the mean comparsions were drawn between t e n t h  grade male students  

and other  sub- popul a t ions ,  suggest ing t h a t  the s t rength  of  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  is  l i k e l y  due to the s u b s t a n t i a l  GPA l o s t  f o r  tenth  

grade male students .

Data f o r  students who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the t r a d i t i o n a l  

Saturday School Program showed a l ev e l  of  d e c l i n e  in the mean 

d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  GPA which was g r e a t e r  than the o v e r a l l  d e c l i n e  in 

the mean f o r  GPA of  students in the exper imenta l  Saturday School  

Program. Values f o r  P f o r  GPA mean d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  the t r a d i 

t i o n a l  Saturday School were revea led to be: n i n t h  grade females  

vs t ent h grade females ( . 7 8 3 ) ;  n i nt h grade females vs. n i nt h  

grade males ( . 5 0 4 ) ;  n i nt h grade males vs.  t e nt h  grade males 

( . 2 8 1 ) ;  and t en t h  grade males vs.  tenth grade females ( . 1 0 7 ) .

Table 22 shows the cross-comparison data  f o r  grade po in t  

average between the t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School and the  

exper imenta l  Saturday School .
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TABLE 22

ANOVA FOR GRADE POINT AVERAGE FOR THE TRADITIONAL AND THE 

EXPERIMENTAL SATURDAY SCHOOL

N M SD SE df P ( 2  T a i l e d

T r a d i t i o n a l 55 - .2095 .657 .076
128 .543

Experi  mental 75 - .1435 .571 .077

As p r e v i o u s l y  i n d i c a t e d ,  grade po int  averages dec l i ned f o r  

the student  sample in both the t r a d i t i o n a l  and exper imental  

Saturday School Programs. However,  no s t rength  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  was shown f o r  the comparison of  the data  between the  

two Saturday School Programs.

A t t i t u d e  Toward School 

Tables 23 and 24 show the data f o r  the a t t i t u d e s  toward 

school among the student  sample.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



TABLE 23

MEAN DIFFERENCE FOR ATTITUDE TOWARD SCHOOL FOR THE EXPERIMENTAL

SATURDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM

N = 75

CLASSES
P r i o r  to Foi lowi  ng
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e r e n c e
Mai es
9th Grade 13 2.7846 2 .5932 - . 1 9 2 3
10th Grade 11 2.7545 2 .5182 - . 2 3 6 4
Females
9th Grade 17 2.8176 2 .5588 - . 2 5 8 8
10th Grade 14 2.5925 2 .4529 - . 0 5 0 0

TEACHERS
P r i o r  to F o l 1owi ng
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e r e n c e
Mai es
9th Grade 13 2.7769 2 .6692 - . 1 0 7 7
10th Grade 11 2.6455 2 .5364 - . 1 0 1 9
Females
9th Grade 17 2.5294 2.6235 .0941
10th Grade 14 2.3571 2 .5500 . 1929

ENVIRONMENT
P r i o r  to F o l 1owi ng
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e r e n c e
Mai es
9th Grade 13 2.5692 2 .8615 .2923
10th Grade 11 2.4091 2 .8818 .4727
Females
9th Grade 17 2.5250 2 .4824 - .0375
10th Grade 14 2.5286 2 .5786 .0500
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TABLE 24

MEAN DIFFERENCE FOR ATTITUDE TOWARD SCHOOL FOR THE TRADITIONAL

SATURDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM

N = 55

CLASSES
P r i o r  to F o l 1owi ng
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e re nc e
Males
9th Grade 15 2.7467 2.5733 - . 17 34
10th Grade 21 2.6714 2.6095 - .0619
Females
9th Grade 20 2.7100 2.7250 .0150
10th Grade 19 2.7158 2.7316 .0158

TEACHERS
P r i o r  to F o l 1owi ng
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e re nc e
Males
9th Grade 15 2.6333 2.6267 - .0 06 7
10th Grade 21 2.6714 2.4762 - .1 95 2
Females
9th Grade 20 2.5500 2.5850 .0350
10th Grade 19 2.3895 2.3416 .0421

ENVIRONMENT
P r i o r  to F o l 1owi ng
Saturday Saturday Mean

n School School Di f f e re nc e
Males
9th Grade 15 2.6333 2.6333 .0000
10th Grade 21 2.5429 2.6048 .0619
Females
9th Grade 20 2.6263 2.5600 - . 08 42
10th Grade 19 2.4789 2.5158 .0368
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Tenth grade female students who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the e x p e r i 

mental  Saturday School Program showed an increase in the mean for  

a t t i t u d e  toward school in a l l  areas i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  wi th  the  

except ion of  a t t i t u d e  toward c lasses .  These mean increases were 

small  in va lue ,  however t h i s  t rend of  an increase in the measures 

of  a t t i t u d e  toward school was present  only among t ent h grade  

females students from the sample.

The a t t i t u d e  o f  male students in the t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday  

School toward c lasses proved to be more negat ive  than the  

a t t i t u d e  toward c lasses of  male students in the exper imental  

Saturday School .  Female students who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the  

exper imental  Saturday School Program also showed a d e c l i n e  in the 

mean f o r  a t t i t u d e  toward classes however, t h e i r  coun ter pa r t s  in 

the t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School showed an increase in t h i s  

a t t i t u d e  mean.

Fol lowing p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in e i t h e r  the exper imental  or t r a d i 

t i o n a l  Saturday School Program, male students showed a d e c l i n e  in 

means r e sp ec t iv e  to a t t i t u d e  toward teachers  whi le  the mean f or  

female students in t h i s  area of  measure increased.  Ninth grade 

females were the only sub-populat ion o f  the student  sample to 

show a decrease in the measure of  a t t i t u d e  toward school  

environment .  A d e c l i n e  in a t t i t u d e  toward environment f o r  ninth
r

grade females was present  f o l l ow i ng  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in both the 

exper imental  and t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School Programs.
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The data  gathered f o r  a t t i t u d e  toward school f o r  the  

student  sample suggest t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in e i t h e r  the 

exper imental  or t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School Program has l i t t l e  

e f f e c t  on the a t t i u t d e  toward school of  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i nt h  

and te nt h  g r a d e ' s t u d e n t s . A l l  changes in the mean values f o r  the 

t hree  measures o f  a t t i t u d e ,  whether p o s i t i v e  or negat ive  in 

d i r e c t i o n ,  were small in s i ze  and t rea t ment  o f  the data through  

ANOVA r e ve a l ed  no values f o r  P which were s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  at  the .05 l e v e l .

Analyses of  the data f o r  the student  sample have revea led  

t h a t  the t ruancy r a t e  and grade point  averages of  h a b i t u a l l y  

t r u a n t  students dec l ined f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  a t tendance in e i t h e r  the 

t r a d i t i o n a l  or exper imental  Saturday School .  I t  was also shown 

t ha t  f o l l o w i n g  at tendance in Saturday School th er e  was l i t t l e  

change in a t t i t u d e s  toward school of  the h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  

students in the sample. The conclusions and recommendations 

drawn from these data w i l l  be presented in chapt er  v.
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CHAPTER V

ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF THE HYPOTHESES, 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Acceptance or Re j ec t ion  of  the Hypotheses 

The v a r i a b l e s  of  r a t e  o f  t ruancy ,  grade po i nt  average and 

a t t i t u d e  toward school which were proposed as p r e d i c t o r s  of  the  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  the exper imenta l  and t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday  

School Programs have been observed,  descr ibed and analyzed.  For 

purposes of  t h i s  study,  these v a r i a b l e s  were examined across two 

grade l e v e l s  and gender sets f o r  the t o t a l  student  sample and 

var ious sub-popul at i ons  w i t h i n  the sample f o r  each of  the  

Saturday School Programs i n v e s t i g a t e d .  Conclusions of  the  

analyses o f  the data were r e l a t e d  through comparisons drawn 

w i t h i n  and across grade l e v e l s  and genders.  Acceptance or  

r e j e c t i o n  o f  the hypotheses at  the .05 l e v e l  f o l l o w .

Hypothesis 1: At tendance in a mandatory Saturday School Program

bv h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i nt h and tenth grade students and the 

q u a r t e r l y  at tendance r a t e  o f  these students is u n r e l a t e d .

The hypothesis  was accepted f o r  the t o t a l  sample, f o r  a l l  

male n i nt h and tenth grade students and f o r  a l l  t ent h grade

84
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female students in both the t r a d i t i o n a l  and exper imenta l  Saturday  

School Programs.

The hypothesis was r e j e c t e d  at  the .05 l e v e l  f o r  ninth grade 

female s t udent s .  H a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n inth grade female students  

experienced a s i g n i f i c a n t  increase  in q u a r t e r l y  at tendance r a t e  

f o l l o w i n g  at tendance in e i t h e r  mandatory Saturday School Program.  

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between q u a r t e r l y  at tendance r a t e  and at tendance  

in Saturday School was found to be p o s i t i v e  f o r  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  

ni nt h grade female students.  The nature of  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was 

c ons is te nt  r e g a r d l es s  of  the method of  Saturday School at tended  

by the s tudent s ,  e . g .  t r a d i t i o n a l  or e xpe r i me nta l .

Hypothesis 2: Attendance in a mandatory Saturday School Program

bv h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n inth and t e nt h  grade students and the 

q u a r t e r l y  grade po in t  average o f  these students is  u n re l a t e d .

The hypothesis  was accepted f o r  a l l  n i nth grade students and 

a l l  female students f o r  the t o t a l  sample, and f o r  the sub

popula t ions  o f  n i n t h  grade male students and n i n th  and tenth  

grade female s t udent s .

The hypothesis was r e j e c t e d  f o r  tenth grade students and 

male students f o r  the t o t a l  sample at  .05 .  Across grade l e v e l s  

and genders,  the hypothesis was r e j e c t e d  f o r  t e nt h  grade male 

students at  the .05 l e v e l  in both the Saturday School Programs 

i n v e s t i g a t e d .  The d i r e c t i o n  movement of  the grade p o in t  averages 

f o r  tenth grade male s tudents ,  and the t o t a l  sample,  was nega

t i v e .  Whi le the s t rengt h of  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  was not
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shown f o r  other  comparisons among the sample as i t  was f o r  the 

comparisons f o r  t ent h grade male s tudents ,  these negat ive  

f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e  an inverse r e l a t i o n s h i p  between at tendance in 

mandatory Saturday School ,  whether exper imental  or t r a d i 

t i o n a l ,  and the q u a r t e r l y  grade po int  average of  h a b i t u a l l y  

t r u a n t  s tudents .

Hypothesis 3: Attendance in a mandatory Saturday School Program 

bv h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i n t h  and tenth grade students and the 

a t t i t u d e  toward school of  these students is u n r e l a t e d .

Data f o r  the v a r i a b l e  of  a t t i t u d e  toward school were 

gathered and analyzed in t hree  s p e c i f i c  c a t eg o r i es :  c l as ses ,  

teacher s  and envi ronment .

The hypothesis was accepted,  s p e c i f i c  to c la ss es ,  f o r  a l l  

students  f o r  the t o t a l  sample and f o r  a l l  students across grade 

l e v e l s  and genders.  S p e c i f i c  to t ea ch er s ,  the hypothesis was 

accepted f o r  a l l  female students f o r  the t o t a l  sample,  f o r  a l l  

ni n t h  and t ent h grade female students and a l l  n i nth  grade male 

students across grade l e v e l s  and genders.  The hypothesis was 

accepted f o r  a l l  n i n t h  grade students f o r  the t o t a l  sample and 

f o r  a l l  students across grade l e v e l s  and genders s p e c i f i c  to 

environment .  The hypothesis was r e j e c t e d  f o r  t ent h grade male 

students s p e c i f i c  to teachers  at the .05 l e v e l .  The hypothesis  

also was r e j e c t e d  f o r  male students s p e c i f i c  to teachers  and 

school environment at  the .05 l e v e l .
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A t t i t u d e s  of  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  male students toward t h e i r  

classes dec l i ned f o l l o w i n g  at tendance in both the mandatory 

Saturday School Programs. A s i m i l a r  t rend was shown to e x i s t  

between at tendance in mandatory Saturday School and the a t t i t u d e  

toward school environment among h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  male students.  

Hypothesis 4: At tendance in a mandatory Saturday School Program

bv h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i nth  and t ent h grade students and the 

gender of  these students is u n re l a te d .

S p e c i f i c  to female students,  the hypothesis was accepted for  

the v a r i a b l e s  of  t ruancy r a t e ,  grade po in t  average and a l l  three  

c at eg o r i es  of  a t t i t u d e  toward school .  The hypothesis was accepted 

f o r  the v a r i a b l e  o f  t ruancy r a t e  and the s ing le  category  of  

a t t i t u d e  toward c lasses s p e c i f i c  to male students.

The hypothesis was r e j e c t e d  f o r  the v a r i a b l e  o f  grade point  

average at  the .05 l e v e l  and f o r  the c a t eg or ie s  of  a t t i t u d e  

toward teachers and school environment at  the .05 l e v e l  f o r  

h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  male students .

Hypothesis 5: At tendance in a mandatory Saturday School Program

bv h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i n t h  and t en th  grade students and the grade 

l e v e l  of  these students is u n re l a te d .

The hypothesis was accepted f o r  a l l  n inth grade students for  

a l l  v a r i a b l e s .  The hypothesis was accepted f o r  t en t h  grade 

students f o r  the v a r i a b l e s  of  t ruancy r a t e  and a l l  t h r ee  c a t 

egor ies  of  a t t i t u d e  toward school .
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The hypothesis was r e j e c t e d  f or  tenth grade students f o r  the  

v a r i a b l e  o f  grade point  average at the .05 l e v e l .

Summary and Conclusions

Resul ts  of  the analyses o f  the data f o r  the v a r i ab l e s  

studied have revealed t h a t  at tendance in a mandatory Saturday  

School Program does e f f e c t  the h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i nth and t ent h  

grade s t ude nt s .  Because the sample se lec ted f o r  t h i s  study 

included only  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students,  care should be taken  

before the f i n d i n g s  are g e n e r a l i z e d  to extend to those students  

who are o c c a s i o n a l l y  t r u a n t  or miss school i n f r e q u e n t l y .

Whi le c e r t a i n  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  has been demonstrated 

f o r  the comparisons of  the f i n d i n g s  among the t o t a l  sample and 

across grade l e v e l s  and genders,  the comparison of  the f i n d in g s  

between the two Saturday School Programs s t u d i e d ,  i . e .  e x p e r i 

mental vs.  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  f a i l e d  to demonstrate any s i g n i f i c a n t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  The i m p l i c a t i o n  of  t h i s  f a c t  is t h a t  i t  is of  

l e s s e r  importance which approach is emphasized in Saturday  

School,  r a t h e r  t h a t  the h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a nt  n i n t h  and tenth grade 

student  a t te nd  a mandatory Saturday School Program.

Analyses of  the data f o r  the t o t a l  s tudent  sample and the  

var ious sub-popul at i ons  lead to the f o l l o w i n g  conclusions  

r egarding the e f f e c t s  of  a mandatory Saturday School Program on
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h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i nt h and tenth grade s t udents .

Truancy Rate

H a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i nt h and t ent h grade students reduce 

t h e i r  r a t e  of  t ruancy f o l l o w i n g  at tendance in a mandatory 

Saturday School Program. This f a c t  remains constant  f o r  these  

students when c on s i d er a t io n  is extended across grade l e v e l s  and 

genders.  Only in the exper imental  Saturday School Program did  

any s i n g l e  s ub -p opul a t ion ,  n i nt h grade male s tudents ,  show an 

incr ease  in t h e i r  r a t e  of  t ruancy a f t e r  at tendance in Saturday  

School .  The t o t a l  increase in r a t e  o f  t ruancy f o r  t h i s  sub

popul a t i on  was so small  in s i ze  t h a t  i t  can be considered  

inconsequent ia l  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposes.  The i ncrease  in the 

r a t e  of  t ruancy f o r  n i n t h  grade male students in the exper imental  

Saturday School was r evea led  to be .0025 which equates to less  

than one class per iod of  t ruancy over an e n t i r e  48 day academic 

q u a r t e r .

The o v e r a l l  conclusion is t h a t  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i n t h  and 

t e n t h  grade students w i l l  a t tend school dur ing the week wi th  

g r e a t e r  r e g u l a r i t y  f o l l o w i n g  at tendance in mandatory Saturday  

School ,  wi th  n i nth grade students demonstrat ing the g r e a t e s t  

l e v e l  of  improvement in the at tendance.

Grade Point  Average

I t  has been shown t h a t  improved school at tendance by
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h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  at tendance in manda

t o r y  Saturday School does not r e s u l t  in improved academic 

achievement ,  as measured by grade po in t  average.  The d i r e c t i o n  

movement of  the r a t e  of  t ruancy and the grade po int  average f or  

the students in the sample was r evea led  to be in opposi te  d i r e c 

t i o n s .  In g e n e r a l ,  when h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students a t t end school 

more r e g u l a r l y ,  as was the case f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  at tendance in 

mandatory Saturday School ,  t h e i r  academic performance,  as 

measured by grade po in t  averages,  d e c l i n e d .  A l l  students in the 

t o t a l  sample exper ienced a d e c l i n e  in grade po int  average  

f o l l o w i n g  at tendance in Saturday School .  For some students in 

the sample, t h i s  de c l i n e  in grade p o in t  average was as much as 

o n e - h a l f  a grade p o i n t .

A t t i t u d e  Toward School

O v e r a l l ,  the way in which h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n i n t h  and tenth  

grade students view school was not n o t i c e a b l y  a f f e c t e d  by t h e i r  

at tendance in mandatory Saturday School .  The general  t rend was 

f o r  most students to view classes more n e g a t i v e l y  and the school  

environment more p o s i t i v e l y .  A t t i t u d e s  toward t eachers  v a r i ed  

only s l i g h t l y  among these students wi th  no s p e c i f i c  d i r e c t i o n  of  

movement.

G e n e r a l l y ,  i t  can be concluded t h a t  at tendance in a manda

t o r y  Saturday School Program and the r e s u l t i n g  i ncrease  in
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attendance dur ing r e g u l a r  class sessions by h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  

ni nt h and t en t h  grade students is  not r e l a t e d  to st rong a t t i t u d e s  

toward school ,  e i t h e r  p o s i t i v e  or n eg at iv e .

Summary

The f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  study i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Saturday School 

Programs can be e f f e c t i v e  in reducing the r a t e  of  t ruancy  among 

ni nt h and te n th  grade h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students .  An increase in 

the number o f  days of  at tendance dur ing r e g u l a r  c lass sessions 

c a r r i e s  wi th i t  an increase in classroom i n s t r u c t i o n .  I t  is 

reasonable to suspect  t h a t  many secondary educators b e l i e v e  t ha t  

the h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  student  w i l l  b e n e f i t  from t h i s  increased  

i n s t r u c t i o n  and l i k e l y  show improvement a cademi ca l l y .

The f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  study c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  academic 

achievement ,  e . g .  grade point  average,  of  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t . n i n t h  

and tenth  grade students dec l i ne s  upon t h e i r  r e t u r n i n g  to school  

wi th increased r e g u l a r i t y .  Correspondingly ,  these students  

demonstrated a d e c l i n e  in t h e i r  o v e r a l l  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e i r  

classes dur ing t h i s  per iod as w e l l .  Although not proven to be 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  the t o t a l  sample, the d i r e c t  r e l a 

t i o n s h i p  between the d e c l i n e  in the a t t i t u d e  toward c lasses and 

the de c l i n e  in academic achievement of  the h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  

ni n t h  and t en t h  grade students is  impor tant .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



92

The t rends of  the de c l i ne s  in t ruancy r a t e  and grade po int  

average f o r  the h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students in the study sample 

were comparable and revealed no c l e a r  t rend in e i t h e r  the 

exper imental  or t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School Programs. The actual  

amounts o f  the de cl i nes  f o r  each of  these v a r i a b l e s  were g r e a t e r  

among the students who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday  

School as compared wi th the exper imental  Saturday School.  Given 

t h a t  the d i f f e r e n c e s  in the means f o r  the t hr e e  v a r i a b l e s  studied  

in the exper imenta l  vs.  the t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School Programs 

were so small  in s i z e ,  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  to suggest the advantages 

of  one mandatory Saturday School Program over the o t he r .

Recommendati ons

This study was undertaken as e x p l o r a t o r y  research designed 

to determine i f  at tendance in a mandatory Saturday School Program 

had an e f f e c t  on h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n inth and t ent h grade 

students .  The study has provided f i n d i n gs  which show t h a t  

at tendance in an exper imental  or t r a d i t i o n a l  Saturday School 

Program does e f f e c t  the r a t e  of  t ruancy,  academic achievement  

and, to a l i m i t e d  e x t e n t ,  the a t t i t u d e  toward school of  h a b i t 

u a l l y  t r u a n t  s tudents .

Since the t o p i c  of  t h i s  study had not been given empi r ica l  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r e v i o u s l y ,  the obvious recommendation is to 

suggest t h a t  f u r t h e r  research in t h i s  area be conducted.
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1. Since s i g n i f i c a n t  f i n d i n g s  r e s u l t e d  from t h i s  study  

i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students lower t h e i r  r a t e  of  

t ruancy f o l l o w i n g  at tendance in e i t h e r  the exper imental  or 

t r a d i t i o n a l  mandatory Saturday School ,  f u r t h e r  research should be 

undertaken to determine why t h i s  improvement in at tendance is 

r e a l i z e d .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  the research should seek to determine  

how the h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  student  views at tendance in these  

mandatory Saturday School Programs and whether t h e i r  improved 

at tendance in r e g u l a r  classes is a r e s u l t  of  t h e i r  v iews.

2. Since i t  was shown t h a t  the increased at tendance in 

r e g u l a r  c lasses r e s u l t e d  in a subsequent decrease in grade point  

averages earned by h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  

at tendance in Saturday School ,  f u r t h e r  research needs to be 

conducted to determine why t h i s  is t r u e .  Such research might  

wel l  i n v e s t i g a t e  the l e v e l  of  acceptance and the a t t i t u d e s  of  

classroom teachers and other  students towards h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  

students when these students r e t u rn  to r e g u l a r  c lasses .

3. An examinat ion of  the a t t i t u d e s  of  classroom teachers  

toward h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students needs to be conducted to 

determine 1) what the a t t i t u d e s  of  classroom teachers are and 

2) whether the i d e n t i f i e d  teacher  a t t i t u d e s  have any e f f e c t  on 

the academic performance,  i . e .  grade po in t  average,  o f  h a b i t u a l l y  

t r u a n t  students when they r e tu rn  to r e g u l a r  c lasses .
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4. Lo ngi tud i na l  studies would be v a luabl e  to determine i f  

h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  n inth and t en t h  grade students who have 

attended sessions in a mandatory Saturday School Program

1) cont inue to a t tend school wi th  increased p a t t e r n s  of  

r e g u l a r i t y  dur ing the e leventh and t w e l f t h  grade years and 2) 

achieve high school graduat ion or i t s  e q u i v a l e n t .

5. Since t ruancy is i d e n t i f i e d  as one measure of  punctu

a l i t y  f o r  secondary students ,  research to determine the incidence  

of  t a rd i ne s s  f o r  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  students when they r e t u rn  to 

r e g u l a r  c lasses would prove v a l u a b l e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  research to 

determine the number of  d i s c i p l i n a r y  r e f e r r a l s  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  

students r e c e i v e  f o r  t ruancy and/or  t a rd ine ss  upon t h e i r  r e turn  

to r e g u l a r  c lasses  also would be of  va lue .

Secondary a d m in i s t r a t o r s  are concerned and i n t e r e s t e d  in 

h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  s tudents.  These students r e pr es ent  an 

important  segment of  the student  populat ion in secondary schools 

which c l e a r l y  is  at  r i s k .  Habi tua l  t ruancy may be i n d i c a t i v e  of  

something t h a t  is wrong in the s t u d e n t ’ s l i f e  outs ide  of  school .  

Depressed academic performance and negat ive  a t t i t u d e s  toward 

classes on the p a r t  of  the h a b i t u a l  t r u a n t  upon r e t u r n i n g  to 

school may, in t u r n ,  be i n d i c a t i v e  of  something wrong in the 

s t u d e n t ’ s l i f e  i n s i d e  school .

Simply opening school doors and pr ov id ing textbooks and 

competent t eachers  might not be s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  secondary schools
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to i ncrease  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  wi th the ha bi tua l  t r u a n t .  Secon

dary a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  must become b e t t e r  aware of  the f a c t o r s  which 

c o n t r i b u t e  to the growing number of  students who choose to deal  

wi th school through p a t t e r ns  of  avoidance.

This study has shown t h a t  programs of  mandatory Saturday  

School ,  whether exper imental  or t r a d i t i o n a l  in design,  have an 

e f f e c t  when employed as approaches to r e t u r n  h a b i t u a l l y  t r u a n t  

ni n th  and t ent h grade students to school .  A d d i t i o n a l  and 

expanded e f f o r t s  must be made to cont inue to c o r r e c t  problems in 

secondary schools which lead to h ab i t u a l  t ruancy among c e r t a i n  

students and, in t u r n ,  encourage these students to a t tend school ,  

not avoid i t .
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STUDENT OPINIONNAIRE

This is not a test and there are no right or wrong answers. I 
only want to know what your opinion is about your school. All  
your answers wi l l  be kept confidential and no one at your school 
wi l l  know what you say. Please be as f a i r  and honest as 
possible!

DIRECTIONS: Read each statement and indicate what your true
feel ing is for each one by circl ing one of the following choices: 

SA = You strongly agree with what is said
A = You agree with what is said
D = You disagree with what is said
SD = You strongly disagree with what is said

1. I am learning things that wi l l  help me now SA A D SD

2. I t  is easy to get to know people at school SA A D SD

3. I l ike the way the school is run SA A D SD

4. My teachers usually make me feel important SA A D SD

5. My teachers are f a i r  in how they grade my work SA A D SD

6. I get a " fa i r  deal" at school SA A D SD

7. My teachers are interested in me SA A D SD

8. The amount of homework assigned in my classes 
is unreasonable SA A D SD

9. Some of my teachers are lazy SA A D SD

10. Some teachers want students to be afraid 
of them SA A D SD

11. Some of my classes are extremely boring SA A D SD

12. There are too many rules at school SA A D SD

13. I l ike most of the classes I have taken SA A D SD

14. The work in my classes is interesting SA A D SD

15. I know who the principal of the school is and 
I can go and ta lk  to him/her i f  I need to SA A D SD
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16. I know what is happening at school SA A D SD

17. I l ike the school act iv i t ies and think they 
are interesting SA A D SD

18. Some of my classes are so uninteresting that  
i t  is d i f f i c u l t  for me to do my best work SA A D SD

19. Teachers pay attention to what I am 
interested in SA A D SD

20. Most teachers l i ke what they do SA A D SD

21. I am not given enough freedom in choosing my 
classes SA A D SD

22. I wouldn’ t  be going to school i f  I didn’ t  
have to SA A D SD

23. My teachers t ry  to understand me SA A D SD

24. I think the student body off icers do a 
good job SA A D SD

25. I am learning things that wi l l  help me in 
the future SA A D SD

26. My teachers are honest with me SA A D SD

27. There are too many graduation requirements for  
this school SA A D SD

28. I l ike the way my teachers t reat  me SA A D SD

29. My textbooks are up to date SA A D SD

30. I think the school looks good SA A D SD

THANK YOU !
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