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. CHAPTER I 

I. INTRODUCTION 

"In 1966 Walt Disney Productions estimated that around 

the world 240,000,000 people saw a Disney movie."! "By the 

spring of 1966 the Disney film collection amounted to twenty-

one full-length animated features •.•• forty-seven live-action 

features ••• and 280 filmed TV shows."2 Even with the impact 

of television Walt Disney Productions has never failed to grow 

and show an increase in profits year to year. According to 

Jarvie, "Walt Disney has been Hollywood's most consistently 

successful showman---perhaps because he knew what audience and 

subculture he was aiming at. Disney showed a 345% growth in 

gross income between 1955---1965."3 

The above figures are indeed impressive, especially in 

the light of children's film viewing habits. It is reported 

by Jarvie that "It is generally agreed that youngsters now 

constitute a much bigger percentage of the audience than pre-

viously. Perhaps more significant, they are the basic regular 

cinemagoers."4 Averson and White have studied the amount of 

film viewing done by youth. Their findings are informative: 

!Richard Schickel, The Disney Version (New York: Simon 
Schuster, 1968), p. 19. 

2Ibid., 1'1· 20. 

3r. C. Jarvie, Movies and Society (New York: Basic 
Books, Inc., P·ublishers, 1970), p. 105. 

4Ibid., p. 106. 
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By the time the average American student graduates 
from high school today, he has watched more than 
15,000 hours of television and seen more than 500 
films. During this same period, this average student 
has attended school five hours a day, 160 days a year, 
for twelve years, to produce a total of 10,000 hours 
of school time.5 

Given this large involvement that children have with 

2 

mot ion pic tuxE-s-, -an-educ-a-~er-:i.s-msved-to-inquir_e~""· n._._.,t,.,o___.t.._h'-'e'----------'--

· possible effects that movies might have upon them. It, 

therefore, seems appropriate that an educational disserta-

tion be undertaken concentrating on Disney Production films, 

since as indicated by the foregoing, they are so universally 

viewed by American children. 

There appear to be mixed evaluations of the Disney 

film product. The former Superintendent of Public Instruction 

in California, Max Rafferty, extolled Disney as "the greatest 

educator of this century---greater than John Dewey or James 

Conant or all th~ rest of us put together. 11 6 Also citing 

the positive aspects of Disney's work, I. C. Jarvie of the 

University of Southern California has said, "Who is prepared 

to say that the lives of millions of peoples of the world 

have not been influenced---helpfully influenced---by the cap­

tivating capers of Mickey Mouse or Donald Duck. 11 7 Not 

5Richard Averson and David Manning White, Sight. Sound, 
and Society (Boston: Beacon Press, 1966), p. 365. 

6schickel, op. cit., p. 349. 

7 Jarvia, op. cit., p. 19. 



everyone holds this view. Francis Clarke Sayers, a lecturer 

in library science at U,C,L.A. summarized the case against 

Disney as follows: 

Mr. Disney has his own special genius. It has 
little to do with education, or with the cultivation 
of sensitivity, taste or perception in the minds of 
children. 

3 

--------~-------------___ .l_c~ll him to account for his debasement of the 

; 
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traditional literature of childnooa, irr-fYlms arrd-±n,---------------­
the books he publishes. 

He made a young tough of Peter Pan, and transformed 
Pinocchio into a slap-stick, sadistic revel! Every 
prince looks like a badly drawn portrait of Cary Grant, 
every princess a sex symbol, 
· The mystical Fairy with the Blue Hair of the 
Pinocchio film turns out to be Marilyn Monroe, blond 
hair and all, Look at that wretched sprite with the 
wand and the over-sized buttocks which announces every 
Disney program on TV. She is a vulgar liatle thing, 
who has been too long at the sugar bowls. 

II every princess a sex symbol ••• mystical Fairy . . . 
with the Blue Hair • . . turns out to be Marilyn Monroe • 

wretched sprite with the . . . over-sized buttocks." Are 

these, indeed, the stereotypes of females that children per-

ceive in the Disney Productions feature films? Sayers' caustic 

criticism of the Disney treatment of females deserves further 

consideration. The possibility that the Walt Disney films may 

stereotype the role of the American female of all ages is a 

charge that warrants a penetrating investigation. E. Paul 

Torrance expresses the serious nature of such stereotyping 

when he asserts that: 

Bschickel, op. cit., p. 350. 



It seems apparent that we make taboo entire areas 
of experiencing for.the female. In so doing, we reduce 
their potential as human beings. We reduce their 
openness to experience and their contacts with their 
environments.9 

4 

So severe is this problem of female role identification 

that modern suffragettes are organizing to assert more of 

stereotyping of the female role which are causing women to 

J 
~ demand their liberty with militancy and aggressiveness? "The 
: 

I outcry of the new feminists is that they are an oppressed 
j i minority, excluded from positions of power, exploited by male 

i : dominance, sexually, economically, and in almost every other 
I 

1 way."lO This criticism of the treatment of females in Disney 
j 

j 

l 
1 
1 
j 

\ 

feature.films and in the American society leads to the intra-

duction of the problem explored in this investigation. 

II. THE PROBLEM 

Statement of the Problem 

This study attempted to (1) analyze the five screen­

plays listed on page b , (2) show two Disney films based on 

the screenplays analyzed to groups of children and administer 

a questionnaire to them. The investigator used the obtained 

9E. Paul Torrance, Rewarding Creative Behayior 
(Englewood Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice-Hall, 1965), p. 104. 

lDWilliam J. Krutza, Facing the Issues (Grand Rapids: 
Baker Book House Company, 1970), p. 12. 
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data to determine (1) whether or not Walt Disney screenplays 

do stereotype the role of females* and (2) if children and 

adults discern this stereotyping of the role of females when 

they see the films based on the screenplays analyzed. 

Significance of the Study 

This study is one of importance for the following 

reasons: 

1. A study of the stereotyping of the role of 
females in \val t Disney films has never been 
done. Therefore, this study will add unique 
information to the body of knowledge dealing 
with the effects of films on children. 

2. This study, investigating stereotyping of the 

5 

role of the American female in five of the screen­
plays of the world's best-known children's , 
motion picture production company, will be 
of value to media specialists, educators, 
parents, women's organizations and producers 
of children's cinema. 

3. This study is significant due to the assistance 
provided by Mr. Ronald Miller, husband of 
Diane Disney Miller and Mr. William B. Dover, 
Executive Story Editor of Walt Disney Pro­
ductions. These men made it possible for the 
author to obtain the Disney screenplays for 
study. This was an exception to studio policy. 
A listing of the five Disney productions which 
shall be included in this investigation follows:ll 

*The stereotyping being investigated is defined by the set 
of hypotheses found on page 7 and B. 

llletter from William Dover to investigator, 
September 16, 1971, Appendix A. 
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Title of Film Date of Production 

Old Yeller 1956 

Pollyanna 1959 

We Belong Together 1960 

Bon Voyage 1961 

The Newcomers 1969 

III. PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 

It was the purpose of this study to (1) perform a 

content analysis of the five Walt Disney screenplays listed 

above, {2) show two Disney films based on these Disney screen-

plays analyzed to groups of children and administer a ques-

tionnaire to them, and (3) show a Disney film based on one of 

the screenplays analyzed to a group of undergraduate college 

students and administer a questionnaire to them. The investi-

gator used the obtained data to determine (1) whether or not 

the selected Walt Disney screenplays did stereotype the role 

of the American fe~ale and (2) if children and college stu-

dents discerned this stereotyping of the role of the American 

female when they saw the films based on the screenplays 

analyzed. 

IV. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Content Analysi~ Method 

The content analysis method of reseaich appeared to 

be the best methodology by which the present investigator 
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could obtain and classify the data relating to the stereo-

typing of females in Walt Disney Productions s.creenplays. 

Thi~ method is defined by Kerlinger as "a method of studying 

7 

and analyzing communications in a systematic, objective, and 

quantitative manner for the purpose of measuring ~ariables."12 

Further, according to Kerlinger, the content analysis method 

is appropriate for the measuring of stereotypes. He states 

that "a large number and variety of psychological variables 

can be measured through content analysis: needs, values, 

attitudes, stereotypes ••• 1 and so on.••l3 

Hypotheses 

Using the content analysis methodology enabled the 

researcher to study the following hypotheses which related. 

to the measurement of the stereotyping of females in Walt 

Disney Screenplays and films reviewed: 

1. Walt Disney screenplays and films portray the 
females as the disciplinarians of the children. 

2. Walt Disney screenplays and films picture the 
females as passive. 

3. Walt Disney screenplays and films show the . 
females as dependent upon others for support, 
care, help or direction. 

4. Walt Disney s~reenplays and films depict the 
females as artistic. 

5. Walt Disney screenplays and films portray the 
females as being inferior to the males in 
performing mechanical repairs. 

12Fred N. Kerlinger, Foundations of Behavioral Research 
(New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1964), p. 544. 

13Ibid., p. 551. 
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6, Walt Disney screenplays and films portray the 
female as being excessively talkative. 

7. Welt Disney screenplays and films picture the 
female as a sex symbol, 

8, ~elt Disney screenplays and films depict the 
female in business and the professions in sub­
ordinate roles. 

Cross-Validation Study 

The .researcher cross-validated the content analysis 

measurement by showing two of the Disney films based on 

screenplays he had analyzed to groups of children and one 

film to adults and then administering a questionnaire to 

8 

these subjects. The results of the measurement of the stereo-

typing as determined by the content analysis was then compared 

to the results of the measurement as determined by the ques-

tionnaire. The fundamental difference between the act of 

reading a written communication---screenplay---and the pic-

torial experience---viewing a film---made this an essential 

procedure, Fritz discussed the distinction between written 

and pictorial communication at some length: 

No two individuals emerge from mediated experience 
with what ostensibly appears as the same event with 
exactly similar understandings. As a consequence 
written symbols as abstractions from these concrete 
situations will reflect these variations in the sig­
nificance that they have for the particular individuals. 
Pictorial communication, in comparison, is not removed 
from the concrete situations to the same degree. They 
are more 'iconic' more representative in form and 
structure of the real thing to which they refer than 
are written symbols. 



Fritz goes on to explain how the nature of films are 

controlled by cue selection and organizatiori. 

Perhaps the most prominent nature of film mediated 
experience is its controlled character. Though the 
portrayed situations are composed of cues visually 
and aurally perceived, they are not of a primary nature 
but are the resultant of a process of cue selection 
and organization engineered by the communicator and 

9 

------:----------:;d~e~s~igned to accomplish a given quality of recipient 
~nvoivement~.--~~---~--~~--~---~-------~---

1 
i 

l 
I 

He discusses in depth how elements are fused into a 

forced interpretation of the subject. 

Furthermore, the situations have been pieced together 
through the editing process in such a manner as to pro­
duce a given interpretation of the matter under discus­
sion. The viewer does not receive a series of selected 
percepts which in real experience he would need to place 
into some organized frame of reference, but receives 
them already meaningfully related within a framework 
predetermined by the communicator. It is in this sense 
that the experience undergone by the viewer is controlled. 
The variety of ways in which he may structure the per-

14 cepts into a meaningful pattern are markedly reduced. 

Thus, the cross-validation procedures were employed to 

determine if the subjects' perceptions of the stereotyping of 

the females in the films, as measured by the questionnaire, 

differed from the investigator's perceptions of the stereo-

typing, as measured by the content analysis. 

Validity of the Measuring Instruments. 

The validity of the hypotheses, content analysis form 

l4John Fritz, Film Persuasion in Education and Social 
Controversies---A Theoretical Analysis of the Comaonents Mani­
fest in Viewer-Film Involvement as They Affect the Viewer's 
Uroe to Further Inquiry into Social Controversies (unpublished 
Doctor's dissertation, Indiana University, 1957), p. 67. 
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and questionnaire was judged ~o be adequate by a panel of 

experts. The panel was composed of three sociology professors 

from San Joaquin Delta College, Fresno State College, and the 

University of the Pacific.* 

Reliability of the Measuring Instruments 

--------~----------------'Tne content analysi~form was trial tested by three 

I 
1 
I 

l 
I 
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graduate students at the University of the Pacific. It proved 

reliable as no significant differences were found between 

results obtained by these judges, The questionnaire was pilot 

tested on a group of twenty elementary students. The reli­

ability of the questionnaire was measured by the split-half 

method, It was determined to be .81. More specific validity 

and reliability data is detailed in Chapter III of the present 

study, 

V. ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITATIONS 

The assumptions upon which this study were based 

include: 

Assumptions 

l, That knowledge of the stereotyping of the role of 
females in Walt Disney screenplays and films will 
contribute to a broader understanding of !§e 
stereotyping process in American society. 

*Appendix B. 

l5William Wall and W. A. Simson, "The Effect of Cinema 
Attendance on the Behavior of Adolescents as Seen by Their 
Contemporaries," British Journal of Educational Psychology, 
XI, (February, 1949), 53-61. 



i 

\ 
1 
i 

I 

2. That Walt Disney films are extensively viewed by 
American children b!~ween the ages of six and 
thirteen years old. · 

3. That films have a strong potential to affect the 
values, a17itudes and behavior orientations of 
children. 

ll 

4. That information of this kind may be of value to 
media specialists, educators, parents, women's 18 organizations and producers of children's films. 

5. That the films and screenplays analyzed are pri­
marily intended for children between ages six and 
thirteen, but in act~~l practice may encompass 
viewers of all ages. 

The investigation was also based upon certain limita-

tions which follow: 

Limitations 

1. Those established by the stated scope of the study. 
The investigator is concerned only with the live­
action feature-length screenplays and films of the 
Walt Disney Productions. This study, therefore, 
will not include any information pertaining to 
their television films, .animated-feature films or· 
books. 

2. Those established by the fact that the conclusions 
reached during the course of this investigation 
will be applicable only to the two films and five 
screenplays of the Walt Disney Productions. This 
study, therefore, will not include any information 
pertaining to their television films, animated­
feature films or books. 

16schickel, ibid., p. 19. 

l7L. L. Thurstone and Ruth C. Peterson, Motion Pictures 
and the Social Attitudes of Children (New York: The Macmillan 
Company, 1933), pp. 5-37. 

18 James W. Rinehart, The Meaninq of Stereotypes 
(Columbus: The Ohio State University Press, 1963), pp. 1-8. 

19Letter from William Dover to the investigator, January 
3, 1972, Appendix t: '· . 
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3, Those set by the investigator's .lack of concern 
for the literary quality or photographic value of 
the five screenplays and two films. The focus will 
be entirely on the stereotyping of the role of the 
females within these works, 

4, Those set by the concern for the reported presence 
of values, attitudes and behaviors and not for the 
internalization of these traits. 

5, Those established by the Walt Disney Productions' 
stated age range for the films and screenplays 
analyzed, ages six through thirteen. 

-------"--------6-,-'T-hase-a-f-~es-ted-by-the-un~n-ten-t-ional-b~as-in-the------­
analysis of the screenplays by the researcher. 

I 

I 
l 

l 
1 

7. Those created by the design of an artibrary in­
strument by which to measure the judged presence 
and frequency of the criterion categories in the 
screenplays analyzed, 

8, Those set by analyzing only the five screenplays 
and films selected by the Disney officials. 

9. Those created by employing an adult sample limited 
to University of the Pacific students. 

10. Those created by limiting the sex roles to 
America between 1930 and 1973. 

11. Those set by perception of roles of charac­
ters in screenplays and films and not sex roles 
in actuality. 

12. Those affected by the differences due to undivid­
ual differences between the researcher and the 
subjects studie~ 

VI. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED 

The following definitions of terms have been used 

throughout this study: 

1, 

2. 

Ability. artistic: a combination of traits 
involving capacity for judgments of design and 
form, often indicated by special aptitude or 
native talent and acquired skill in creative 
arts, suc~ 0as drawing, painting, design and 
modeling. 

Ability. mechanical: the individual's ability 21 
to deal with mechanisms and mechanical problems~ 

20Carter V. Good, Dictionary of Education (New York: 
McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1959), p. 1. 

21 rbid .. o. 2. 
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3. Aggressiveness: a tendency to forceful, outgoing 
action, characterized by taking the initiative, 
defending vigorously, and losing few opportunities 
to exhibit the self or that with which the self 
is identifie~; the opposite of the tendency to 22 
avoid danger or the disagreeable by withdrawal. 

4. Analysis. content: the critical appraisal of 
su~jec~ m~~ter and materials based upon determined 
crJ.terJ.a. 

5. Closed-form guestionnaires: closed-form or struc­
tured questionnaires usually consist of a prepared 
list of concrete questions and a choice of possible 
answers. To indicate his reply, a respondent marks 
'yes' or 'no'; checks, circles, or un2~rscores one 
or more items from a list of answers. 

6. Dependence: a state of leaning or reliance u~gn 
others for help, support, care or directions. 

7. Disciplinarian: one who administers discipline or 
---------enj"orces-order_, __ who_demands_an2_0secures a high 

degree of conformity to rules. 

B. Female: an individual that bears young or produces 
eggs as distinguished from one that begets young; 27 woman or girl as distinguished from a man or boy. 

9. Film. feature: a film program over one hour long.
28 

10. Halo Effect: the tendency to rate an object in the 
constan2

9
direction of a general impression of the 

object. 

22 Ibid., p. 21. 23 Ibid., p. 28. 

24neobolcl B. Viln Dalen and William J. Meyer, Understand­
ing Educational Research (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company 
1966), p. 302. ' 

25Good, op. cit., P• 102. 
26

Ibid., p.l76. 

27William Allan Neilson, Webster's New International 
Dictionary of the English Language, Second Edition (Springfield, 
Mass.: G, & C, Merriam Company, Pub~ishers, 1956), p. 836. 

2 8 Neilson, op. cit., p. 837. 

29 K 1· •t 516 er J.nger, op. CJ. ., p. • 
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11, Hawthorne Effect (reactive effects of experimental 
procedures): effects produced by the experimental 
procedures that limit the generalizability of the 
experimental findings. The presence of observers 
and experimental equipment may make subjects aware 
of the fact that they are participating in an 30 experiment. This may alter their normal behavior. 

12. Historv: specific events occurring between the pre~ 
test and ~£sttest in addition to the treatment 
variable. 

13. Independence: absence of reliancs
2

on others for 
help, support, care or direction. 

14. Matched Group Design: individuals in both experi­
mental and control groups are matched on some 
variable knuwn to be correlated to the criterion 
variable. It is an attempt to ensure that the 
experime~~al groups are "equivalent" in initial 
ability. 

15. Maturation Processes: psychological or physical 
processes within the subjects operating as a func­
tion of the passage of time. Their age, fatigue, 
or interest would confound the interpretaj£on of 
the affect of the experimental treatment. 

16. Motion picture. theatrical: .any motion picture 
designed primarily for use in commercial motion-3 ~ picture theaters or on entertainment broadcasts. 

17. Movie: motion pictures considered especiall~6as a source of entertainment or as an art form. 

18. Multiple-Treatment Interference: when the same 
subjects are exposed repeatedly to two or more treat­
ments, the effects of the previous treatments are not 
usually erasable; hence, the findings may be gener­
alized only to person3

7
who experience the same se­

quence of treatments. 

30van Dalen, op. cit., p. 253; 

32Good, op. cit., p. 282. 

31 Ibid., p. 249. 

33Audrey Haber and Richard P. Runyon, General Statistics 
(Reading, Mass.: Addison-We~ley Company, 1971), p. 213. 

34van Dalen, op. cit., p.250. 

36Neilson, op. cit., p. 1480, 

35 Good, op. cit., p. 354. 

37 Van Dalen, op. cit., p. 253. 
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19. Nonreactive Measure (unobtrusive measure): A mea­
surement is nonreactive when it does not change 
that which is being measured. It is a passive or 
unobtrusive measure of behavior and does not intro­
duce stimulus fa3aors to which the subject might 
otherwise react. 

20. Partition (crossbreaks): A numerical tabular pre­
sentation of data, usually in frequency or percen­
tage form, in which variables are juxtapos3~ in 
order to study the relations between .them. 

21. Passive: not acting but acted upon; receptive to 
outside impressions or influences; not active or 
ope~ating; s~iescent; receiving or enduring without 
res2stance, 

22. Profession: an occupation usually involving rela­
tively long and .specialized preparation on the 
level of higher4Iducation and governed by its own 
code of ethics. 

23. Questionnaire: a term used for almost any kind of 
instrument that has questions or items to which 
individuals respond. Although the term is used 
interchangeably with 'schedule,' it seems to be 
associated more with self-administered instruments 
that ~~ve items of the closed or fixed alternative 
type. 

24. Reactive Effect of Pretesting: giving a pretest 

38 

may limit the generalizability of the experimental 
findings. A pretest may increase or decrease the 
subjects' sensitiveness to a variable: it may alert 
them to issues, problems, or events that they might 
not ordinarily notice. Consequently, these subjects 
may be no ·longer representative ~3 the unpretested 
population from which they came. 

E. J. Webb, D. T. Campbell, R. D. Schwartz and L. 
Sechrest, Unobtrusive Measures (Chicago: Rand McNally, 1966), 
p. 120. 

39 K 1· "t er 2nger, op. c2 ., p. 625, 40Ne'lson, op. c<t p 1651 .. .. . , . . 
41 Good, op. cit., p. 415. 42 Ker1inger, op. cit., P• 475. 

43van Dalen, op. cit., p. 252. 



16 

25. Reactive Measure: a measurement is reactive when­
ever the subject is directly involved in the data 
collection, and4~e is reacting to the measurement 
process itself. 

26. Reliability: the relative absence of errors of 
measurement in a measuring instrument; 4§e accuracy 
or precision of a measuring instrument. 

27. Reliability. split-half: a method used in obtain-
--------~-------------------~i~n~g~t~e~st reliability. When the split-half method 

is use~ne test ~s given only once, 5ut--~tems i•nr-------~ 

I 

1 
l 

I 

it are divided randomly into halves, ang 6the scores 
tabulated for each half are correlated. 

28. Replicate: the systematic repetition of experi­
ments in order to redu~' errors due to variation 
in research variables. 

29. Role: a socially prescribed pattern of behavior 
corresponding 4§ an individual's status in a parti­
cular society. 

30. Screenplay. motion pictures: the written form of 

31. 

32. 

the story prepared for motion-picture production, . 
including description of characters, details of 49 scenes and settings, dialogue, and stage directions. 

Selection: biases resulting from the differential 
selection of subjects from the comparison groups. 
Subjects that are not selected at random and/or pre­
tested for equivalence may possess initial differ­
ences on the criterion measure th§~ could be mis­
taken for a treatment difference. 

Sex Symbol: 
sexually; 5 ~ are sexy. 

a female who is extremely attractive 
female whose appearance and personality 

33. Sexy: exciting or intended to excite sexual g2sire; 
erotic, concerned to a large extent with sex. 

44Webb, op. cit., p. 120. 45 Kerlinger, op. cit., p. 431. 

46 47 Van Dalen, op. cit., p. 316. Haber, op. cit., p. 178. 

48 Neilson, op. cit., p. 1968. 49 Ibid., p. 2247. 

50van Dalen, op. ·cit., p. 251. 

51Harold Wentworth, Dictionary of American Slang, (New 
York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1967), p. 459. · 

52David E. Guralnck, Webster's New World Dictionary 
(New York: The World Publishing Company, 1970), p. 1305. 



• 

17 

34. Significance level. 0.05: when an event occurs 
five percent of the time or less, by chance, some 
researchers are willing to ass3rt that the results 
are due to nonchance factors. · 

35. Statistical Regression: a phenomenon occurring when 
groups have been selected on the basis of extreme 
scores. It subjects who do exceptionally well or 
exceptionally poor on one test are selected into 
either a 'gifted' or ~amedial 1 ~rogram, respectively, 

--------~-------------------~t~h~e~~a~v~e~r~age score of either of these groups will move 
toward the mean of the parent population on the 
second test whethe!4 or not the special treatment pro­
grams are applied •. · 

I 
l I . 
~ 

36. Stereotvoe: a fixed standardized conception of the 
attributes of a class of persons or social values 
that is ggt readily modified by evidence of its 
falsity. 

37. Subordinate: placed in a lower order, class, or 
rank, holding a lower or inferior position, submis~ 
sian to or55alling under the control of a higher 
authority. . 

38. Supervisor: one that supervises a perso 
department, organization, or operation; such a 
person having authority delegated by an employer 
to hire, transfer, suspend, recall, promote, assign,. 
or ~iscg1rge another employee or to recommend such 
act~on. 

39. Talkative: given to or filled with talking; one 
given to talking; unusual talkativeness; an unchecked, 
r~mbling, 5gften foolish, sometimes tedious talka­
t~venass. 

40. Validity: the extant to which a test or other mea­
suring inst5~ment fulfills the purpose for which 
it is used. 

41. Validity. content: the representativeness or samp­
ling adequacy of the content---the substance, ~Be 
matter, the topics--of a measuring instrument. 

53 
Haber, op. cit., p. 173. 

55 
Van Dalen, op. cit., p. 

57 rbid,op. cit., P• 2296. 

59Good, op. cit., p. 593. 

54 Good, op. cit., p. 526. 

250 56 N "l "t 2277 • e~ son, op. c~ ., p. • 

58 Good, op. cit., p. 593. 

6
°Kerlinger, op. cit., P• 445. 
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VII. SUMMARY 

The first chapter of this report has given an intra-

duction to the dissertation, stated the problem, specified 

the significance of the study, outlined the methodology of 

the research, pointed out the assumptions and limitations 

---- ----UpGn-wlol~Gh-the-s-tud-y-~s-8a-sed-,--and-de-f-~ned-the-impo~tan-t-te-~ms-----

1 
1 

used in the report. 

Four additional chapters complete the remainder of the 

study. They are as follows: (1) Chapter II: Review of the 

Literature Related to this Study, (2) Chapter III: Description 

of the Design and Procedure of the Study, (3) Chapter IV: 

Presentation of the Collected Data as Revealed by the 

Investigation, and (4) Chapter V: Summary of the Investigation 

and Recommendations for Further Study. 
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CHAPTER II 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The literature pertinent to the stereotyping of the 

role of the female in Walt Disney Productions' screenplays 

------------------~a~n"a-f~Ims has been reviewed in nine categories: (1) the 

1 

l 

l 
1 

j 
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effects of films on children and adults; (2) the female as 

portrayed as a disciplinarian or not a disciplinarian; (3) 

the female as depicted as passive or aggressive; (4) the 

female as pictured as dependent or independent; (5) the fe­

male as represented as artistic or not artistic; (6) the 

female portrayed as mechanical or not mechanical; (7) the 

female depicted as talkative or. not talkative; (B) the fe-

male portrayed as a sex symbol or not as a sex symbol and 

(9) the female in business and the professions pictureJ as 

a supervisor or as a subordinate. 

I I • THE EFFECT OF FILMS ON CHILDREN 
AND ADULTS 

INTRODUCTION 

The research related to the effect of films upon chil-

dren and adults and presented herein falls into three sub-

divisions. First, a review of the investigations pertinent 

to the power of films to influence attitude is presented. 

Second, research associated with the ability of films to 
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promote cognitive learning is surveyed. Finally, the experi-

ments germane to the effect of motion pictures on psycho-

physiological.and social behavior are examined. 

A. THE EFFECT OF FILMS UPON 
ATTITUDE 

In 1933, The Committee on Educational Research of The 

Payne Fund, at the request of the Motion Picture Research 

Council, made a series of studies concerning the influence of 

motion pictures upon children and youth. Thurstone and his 

associates conducted studies designed to change children's 

attitudes in a given direction by showing them a single motion 

picture. At the same time Shuttleworth and his colleagues 

performed studies to determine the influence of the child's 

total motion picture experience on a wide range of attitudes. 

Thurstone studies. This research was conducted in 

several small towns in Illinois. Attitude scales ware admin-

istered to the subjects in a pretest-posttest condition. 

Table 1 on page provides a graphic summary of the research 

data. An inspection of the table reveals that in half the 

cases the findings indicated that the films produced an atti-

tude change in the subjects. 

The conclusion drawn by Thurstone that single films do 

influence attitude changes must be viewed in the perspective 

of his research procedures. The subjects ware volunteer rural 

students. No inferential statistical tests of significance 
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ware applied to the data •. He did not randomly assign subjects 

or employ control groups. However, his sample size seamed 

adequata.61 

Tabla 1. Summary Data of Thurstona's 
Film Research 

Town N Fil . Vlean 
G ra da--A-t-t-~-tude--D:tf-Te 

~ ranee 

Genoa 133 Four Sons 7-12 Race .38 

i~endota 240 Street of Chance 9-12 Gambling .DO 

Princeton 254 Hide Out 9-12 Prohibition -.01 

Geneva 230 Son of the Gods 9-12 Race 1.22* 

lti.Chicago 235 Welcome Danger 9-12 Race .17 

Genesco 501 Valiant 4-12 Capital .05 
Punishment 

Batavia 301 Journey's End 7-12 War .04 

Paxton 214 All Quiet on 9-12 War .68* 
Western Front 

ltlatseka 276 Criminal Coda 7-12 Punishment of .50* 
Crime 

Galesburg 522 Criminal Coda Collage Punishment of .49* 
Crime 

Aledo 314 Alibi 7-12 Punishment of .07 
Crime 

Crystal 434 Birth of a Nation 6-12 Race 1.48* 
Lake 

*Attitude change due to the film claimed by researcher 

Thurstone's work is of importance to the present 

research on Walt Disney Productions films since his experi-

mentation was conducted in theaters. It thus raises the 

6il. L. Thurstone and Ruth C. Peterson, Motion Pictures 
and The Social Attitudes of Children (New York: The Macmillan 
Company, 1933), pp. 5-37. 
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possibility that a single commercial motion' picture may in-

fluence attitude change in children. 

Shuttleworth studies. In these studies, the researchers 

adopted a survey me~hod, and reviewed a wide range of conducts 

and attitudes in order to determine the differences between 

chilaren ~c1no att-en-ded-the-msv-ie-s-v-ez_y_-Er_e_qu_e_nlly and children 

who attended films only infrequently. Shuttleworth studied 

1400 children in grades five to nine. The subjects were from 

Walden, New York; Dayton, Ohio; and New Haven, Bridgeport and 

Norwalk, Connecticut. The two groups, one attending the movies 

two or more times a week and the other attending the moves ones 

a month or less, were equate~ with respect to sex, age, intel-

ligence, school grade, home background, nationality and com-

munity. Table 2 summarizes the Shuttleworth findings. 

Shuttleworth concluded that the 10 per cent of comparisons 

which indicated significant differences ware caused directly 

by the . all 
mav~es. 

However, when one objectively examines the foregoing 

research, two points must be mentioned. First, although can-

tral of variables by matching was an accepted technique at the 

time of this study, it is now generally held that it creates 

mare problems than it salves--particularly the problem of 

. Ell h . 
regress~an. Second, the reliability of t a questianna~re 

62 Frank K. Shuttleworth and Mark A. May, The Social 
Conduct and Attitudes of Movie Fans (New York: The Macmillan 
Company, 1933), pp. 1-93. 

63 van Dalen, op. cit., p. 259. 
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which was reported as .34, seems questionable. Nevertheless, 

the Shuttleworth studies did raise the question of the cumu-

lative impact of movie viewing. Certainly, this could be an 

essential issue concerning the Walt Disney films due to their 

special attraction for children.
64 

a l:ne-2-;----Somma-ry-Da~a-of'-Shu±_tle~vJ~o~r~t.,h_._' "'s--------'-----­
Film.Research 

Hypothesis 

Movie and non-movie children express 
different attitudes towards heroes 
and boobs of the movies. 

Conclusion 

Partially verified 

Movie and non-movie children have dif- Partially verified 
ferent attitudes toward national groups. 

Movie and non-movie children have dif- Partially verified 
ferent attitudes toward prohibition. 

Movie and non-movie children have dif- Partially verified 
ferent attitudes toward crime. 

Movie and non-movie children have dif- Partially verified 
ferent attitudes toward sex. 

Movie and non-movie children have dif- Partially verified 
ferent attitudes toward school. 

Movie and non-movie children have dif- Verified 
ferences in attitudes toward clothing 
and the role of clothing in becoming 
popular. 

Movie and non-movie children 
ferences in attitudes toward 
benefits of war, etc. 

have dif- Not verified 

Movie and non-movie children 
ferences in attitudes toward 
parents. 

'Nar, 

have 
home 

the 

dif- Partially 
and 

Movie and non-movie children have dif- Verified 
ferences in attitudes concerning the 
probability of the hero's escape from 
threatening danger. 

·64shuttleworth, op. cit., p. 85. 

verified 
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Wiese study. Wiese, studying the impact of a militaris-

tic commercial motion picture, Tommorow the World, on the 

attitudes of 1500 subjects in Pasadena, Los Angeles, Beverly 

Hills and Salt Lake City, employed a pretest-posttest design, 

The attitude changes obtained were statistically significant 

on four of the twelve topics studied. The experimenter con-

eluded that the film changed the high school students' atti-

tudes about treatment of Jews, the place of women and girls 

in the family, military training for children and purposes and 

activities of the Nazi youth orgsnization. 65 

However, the researcher used volunteer subjects which 

might limit the application of the results. Further, intel~ 

ligence, sex, or so6i~economic atatus were not controlled, 

This lack of a thoroughly controlled group may have led to 

a "testing effect," Finally, although a large sample was 

utilized, test validity and reliability were not established. 

In spite of the foregoing areas of weakness in the 

Wiese study, one facet of the research seems particularly per-

tinent as it relates to the current study of the stereotyping 

of females in films. It was demonstrated that a film may 

influence children's attitudes about women and girls. 

Rosen study, In this study, the film Gentleman's 

Agreement was shown to an experimental group of fifty Uni-

varsity of Massachusetts students in an attempt to change 

65Mildred J. Wiese and Stewart G. Cole, "A Study of 
Children's Attitudes and The Influence of a Commer.cial tf;otion 
Picture,'' The Journal of Psychology, XXI (January, 1946), p. 151. 
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their attitude tov1ard Jews. A control group of ninety students 

participated in the investigation. Both groups were pretested 

with the Levison-Stanford Questionnaire on Anti-Semitism~ On 

a posttest of the experimental group, 72 per cent showed a 

favorable change in attitude toward Jews, 26 per cent became 

more prejudiced and 2 per cent remained unchanged. Of the con-

trol group, 47 per cent had a more favorable att~e-tn~aiTO----~----~-

before, 52 per cent a less-favorable one, and 1 per cent showed 

66 
no change. 

This carefully designed study employed randomization of 

subjects, a control group and a standardized questionnaire. 

Thus, major variables were controlled, test ''practice effects'' 

were handled and test validity and reliability were estab-

lis he d. 

This study is important to the present research. It 

points to the fact that a film effected some change in the 

attitude of nearly every viewer. 

Rathe stud~es. The ability of the film Crossfire to 

change the attitudes of high school students and adults about 

racial and religious prejudice was studied by Rathe and Trager. 

An Ohio high school sample of 114 tenth, eleventh and twelfth 

grade students was tested in a pretest-posttest design. The 

results indicated that no change in attitude occurred as a 

result of seeing the film. 

66 r. C. Rosen, "The Effect of the Motion Picture 
'Gentleman's Agreement' on Attitudes Tm·JSrds Jews," ..JQ.!d£.nal 
of Social Ps\lcholooy, XXVI (August, 1948), p. 523. 
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Adult reactions were obtained from a questionnaire 

filled out in the lobby of theaters in Boston and Denver, or 

taken home and returned by mail. In Denver, 334 subjects 

completed the questionnaire in the lobby. One hundred seventy 

mailed it back. Four hundred sixty-seven answered the survey 

in the Boston theater lobby, while 3l0 returned it by mail. 

This study also yielded no signi-fl.cant--at-t·±tude-changes-.-T-he----

researchers concluded that-Crossfire did not change anyone's 

basi~ attitudes. 67 

Again, however, if one examines the research, one dis-

covers that no control group was used in either study. In 

addition, the adult portion of the research may have utilized 

a selective sample, since those who at~end theaters and mail 

back questionnaires may be a biased group. Finally, the adults 

~Jere not pretested. 

This research does suggest, however, that a single film 

may not change attitudes. We must therefore consider the pas-

sibility that a single Disney film as well may not sway atti-

tudes. 

Kishlar stu~. This experiment was conducted to study 

the effect that the film Keys of the Kingdom had upon the view-

point of the audience. The subjects were 815 students in an 

introductory psychology cla~s at Pennsylvania State University. 

Before seeing the film, subjects filled out an attitude scale 

61L. E. Raths and F. Trager, ''Public Opinion and 'Cross­
fire,'" Journal of Educational Sociology, XXI (February, 1948), 
p. 34 5. 
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measuring religious tolerance. After seeing the film sub-

jects filled out the scale again. ·Results showed that the 

differences found ware in the direction predicted by tha·hypo-

theses, that attitude toward religion, doctrine and church 

le~ders would be more favorable. 

were statistically significant. ~68 
Only 5 out of 12 of them 

Lack of a control group in the foregoing researcn.--rmnca..-vy------

have caused "practice effe~ts'' in the testing, as well as 

incorporating the possibility that specific events occurring 

between the pretest and posttest may have acted in addition 

to the treatment variable to produce the results. Kishler's 

sample group was large enough and varied sufficiently to allow 

application of results to many college students. 

Since this research investigated the attitude change 

related to a strong main character in the film, it has per-

tinence to the present study. We must remember that Disney 

films have strong central characters, all of whom may be 

influencing the attitudes of children. 

fhtnick stu.£ilL.. Here the film High \·lall was shovm to 

subjects in en attempt to produce changes in feelings of 

ethnocentrism. One hundred sixty-two students in two high 

schools in Prince George County, Maryland, participated in 

the investigation. The treatments utilized were control 

6~John P. Kishler, ''The Effects of Prestige end Identi­
fication Factors on Attitude Restructuring and Learning from 
Sound Films,'' Technical Report, Pennsylvania State University, 
Harch, 1950. 
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group, film only group, end film with discussion group. 

Within each level fifty-four subjects were a~signed at ran-

dam to one of the three conditions of the experiment. All 

subjects were pretested and posttested with a modified form 

of the California Ethnocentrism Scale. One month after the 

treatment, the subjects were retested on the I scele to deter-

--------~-------=m~i~n~e~r~e~t~e~n~t~i~o~n--o~fo-a~tl7t~i't~u~d'e--c~h~a~n~g~e-.--~I~tc-w~a-s~f~o~u~n-d.-=tnat ~n~----~----
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experimental treatments prrrduced significant changes in ethno-

centrism. The film-discussion group did not regress signifi-

cantly fr~m its post-treatment measure when tested one month 

after treatment, whereas the film-only group did show a 

69 change. 

This study appears well-designed. A control group 

along with a pretest-posttest design and random assignment 

gave rigorous control of most factors that might jeopardize 

the validity of an experiment. Although the sample group was 

rather small and selective, thus hindering wide generalization 

of results, a standardized test of established.reliability was 

employed. 

Mitnick's study relates to the present work in that it 

corroborated the hypothesis that a single showing of a film 

did affect subject attitude. It was also established that 

without a discussion of a film's content, subjects may regress 

to formerly held opinions in a short time. 

69 Leonard L. Mitnick, Influencing Ethnocentrism in Small 
Discussion Grouos Through a Film Communication (unpublished 
Doctor's dissertation, University of Maryland, 1956), p. 181. 
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Sizemore study. This study investigated the use of 

selected educational films to modify attitudes of prospective 

teachers toward teacher-pupil interpersonal relationship~. 

Subjects for the study were students enrolled in four sections 

of the introductory education class and two sections of the 

introductory psychology class at Northeastern State College. 

Experimental and control groups were stratified according to 

sex and intelligence scores. Positions toward teacher-pupil 

relationships were measured before and after the film showings 

by the administration of the Minnesota Teacher Attitude Inven-

tory. The females of the experimental group manifested a sig-

nificant attitude change. No comparisons in the intelligence 

stratification were significant. The comparison of the total 

control group results with that of the entire experimental 

group was not significant. :T.D 

Sizemore's sample may not have been representative of 

all college students. Most major variables could have been 

controlled if he would have used randomization of subjects. 

The control of sex and intelligence variables by matching was 

certainly an improvement when compared to the research 

designs of some of the foregoing studies. He did use a control 

group design to handle testing ''practice effects'' and the 

confounding of his treatment by specific events. In addition, 

he utilized a test of established reliability. Sizemore's 

70 oral Glen Sizemore, An Investigation of the Effects 
of Selected Films on Attitudes of Prospective Teachers Toward 
Teacher-?uoil Relationships (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, 
Oklahoma State University, 1961), pp. 1-137. 
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investigation is significant to the study at hand, for it 

suggests that films may be selective in their ability to 

change the attitude of females. 

Edling study. Two films on the advantages of college 

attendance were shown to 3,431 high school students from 

students not planning to attend college. Questionnaires were 

administered to the subjects following the film showings. 

Edling concluded that the films employed in the study had 

little impact on large numbers of the subjects. On the other 

30 

hand, one exposure to a single motion picture appeared to pro­

duce significant changes in viewpoint in some individuals. 71 

Although lack of a control group, pretesting and random 

assignment may limit the study, the sample size seems adequate 

and the population diverse enough to allow for generalization 

of the results. 

One aspect of the work is especially relevant to the 

present investigation. We may assume from this research that 

some individuals obser~ing a Disney film may be swayed in 

attitudes while others are not. 

\-lickline studv. In an experiment designed to change 

opinions about science and scientists, Wickline chose an 

experimental group of 113 and a control group of 131, both of 

which were ~retested and posttested with the Allen Attitude 

71Jack V. Edling, A Study of the Effectiveness of Audio-· 
Visual Teaching Haterials When Preoarod According to the Prin­
ciple of Hotivationol Research (unpublished Doctor's disserta­
tion, Oregon State University, 1963), pp. 1-117. 
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Scale. Prior to the posttast the experimental group was shown 

one film per week until ten films in the Horizons of Science 

Series had been viewed. The students were in the tenth,­

eleventh and twelfth grades at a Philadelphia high school. 

Results indicated there was not a significant difference in 

change in outlook between the film and non-film groups. 

Furthermore, none of the six variables of grade level, course 

content, age, total SCAT score, sex, or elective science 

courses was found to be significantly related to changes in 

. . . 72 
op~n~on. · 

One might suggest that the prolonged period of testing 

may have set the "Hawthorne Effect" into motion in the Wickline 

study. Nevertheless, this investigator successfully controlled 

the major variables that operate to confound an experimental 

study and chose a sample population which affords generali-

zation to similar students in most major urban areas. He 

employed a standardized measure to provide test validity and 

reliability. 

This study is of consequence to an investigation of 

Disney films for it indicates that a series of films over a 

period of time may not significantly alter the attitudes of 

film v ieltJBrs. 

7 2Lew Edwin Wickline, The Effect of Motivational Films 
on the Attitudes and Understandings of High School Students 
Concornina Science and Scientists (unpublished Doctor's dis­
sertation, Pennsylvania State University, 1964), pp. 1-337. 
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Scharf study. To determine whether or not a series of 

mental hygiene films could be utilized to effect changes in 

sentiment, Scharf employed a sample composed of 150 secondary 

school low achievers from Phoe~ix, Atizona. The subjects 

were randomly drawn from an original population of 1000 low 

achievers. The principles of randomization were used in 

assigning the 150 subjects to two experimental groups of fifty 

each and one group of fifty control subjects. Experimental 

group A viewed the films and were randomly assigned to groups 

of ten for discussion of the films. Experimental group B saw 

the films but did not participate in any discussions. Students 

comprising control group C did not view the films nor did they 

take part in any of the discussions. Bills' Index of Attitudes 

and Values was administered as both pretest and postte~t. 

Analysis of the data revealed that the scores of students in 

group B (film-only) were significantly different from the 

scores T3 of all students in either group A or c.· 

The sample employed was highly selective--low achievers. 

Thus, the significant differences obtained may be due to the 

''regression effect.'' Other aspects of the study are well 

designed. 

The value of this experiment to the study at hand is 

that it points to the attitude-changing potential of a series 

}JAlbert Scharf, The Effect of 1-'iental Hygiene Films 
on tl1e Self Conccnts and Characteristic Beh2viors of Secondary 
School low AchieCers (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, 
Arizona State University, 1966), pp. 1-401. · 
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of films, Disney Productions have produced several series 

of movies. 

Teahan study, A venture to alter student reaction to-

ward their own and another's race was made by Teahan, He 

employed an.experimental group of 238 subjects and a control 

----c----~greu!'l-e-f-:H34-.------~REJ--S~uderd:s-were_nin:tlJ_j;_hr_oJ,J_gh t1-1el fth graders. 
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They were from a sm2ll Wisconsin city and a large eastern 

metropolis. Twelve short films repres~nting twelve successful 

black and white men were shown to the experimental group. 

Pretesting and posttesting attitude scales were administered 

to both groups. Significant attitude changes resulted for 

white but not for black subjects.14 

Because random assignment was neglected, several impor-

tant variables may not have been controlled, i.e., intelligence, 

socioeconomit status, and sex. Teahan, however, did handle 

the racial and rural-urban factors, thus increasing the gen-

eralizability of his results to those populations. 

By demonstrating the possible impact a film may have 

on the feelings of specific racial groups, this study is of 

value to the present work. It suggests that Disney films may 

change the beliefs of specific racial groups.but not others. 

Peri study. The purpose of this study was to deter-

mine the effects of a film on the viewpoints toward law of 

74 
-'John E. Teahan, Same Effects of Audio-Visual Tcch-

nigues on Aspirations! Level and Ethnocentric Shift (unpublished 
Doctor's dissertation, University of Wisconsin, 1967), pp. 1-425, 



1 

1 
1 
! 

34 

junior high school students. Tw.o hundred thirty-seven Los 

Angeles eighth graders participated in the study with the sub-

jects assigned randomly to five treatment groups. Treatment 

one consisted of a single showing of the film; treatment two 

was made up of two consecutive showings of the same film. 

The use of a programmed booklet preceding. the showing of the 

film marked treatment three, while treatment four was distin-

guished by the use of a programmed booklet following the 

showing of the film. A control group receiving no instruction 

comprised treatment five. Sex, intelligence, and socio-

economic status were controlled by an analysis of variance 

design. A fifteen item Likert-type attitudinal inventory was 

administered to all groups on a pretest-posttest basis. 

Alternate forms of the test were employed. Statistical tests 

on the means for the attitudinal inventory indicated that the 

differences between T3 and T2, T3 and T5, T3 and Tl were all 

significant. No significant differences were found between 

75 
T3 and T4 or between T4 and the other treatments.· 

Peri provided several important factors relevant to 

the study at hand. He disclosed that a single viewing of a 

film may produce a change in outlook and that film repetition 

contributes to the reaction, He revealed that discussion 

before or after a film is not necessary to alter viewpoints. 

All of these conditions apply to the review of Disney films. 

75 Joseph Peri, The Effects of Film Repetition, Program­
med Discussion and Audience Set on the Changing of Verbally Pro­
fessed Attitudes Towards Law (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, 
University of California, Los Angeles, 1968), pp. 1-312. . 
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Darbyshire study. To ascertain if the viewing of filn:s 

was associated with measurable attitude shift in reading, 

Derbyshire investigated the reactions of 305 persons. He 

showed the films at seven Parent-Teacher meetings in Utah. 

Two forms of a Likert-type attitude. scale were administered. 

to the subj acts in a pretest-post test design .1·6· In three of 

the tsn cases where the films were tested, the post-viewing 

mean scores significantly ~xceeded the pre-viewing mean 

scores. 

A critique of this study must include the following 

weaknesses: (1) Use of the Parent-Teacher groups was a selec-

tive sample. (2) Important variables such as intelligence, 

sex, and socio-economic status were not handled, (3) The 

reliability of the tests was not determined. A strength was 

that the use of the alternate forms of the attitude scale may 

have helped avoid test ''practice effects." 

Does this research, however, suggest that Disney Pro-

ductions films may be affecting audiences in a similar 

manner? Indeed, it does indicate that attitudes toward some 

variables may be modified while others remain unchanged. It 

seems particularly crucial if one remembers that in this 

study, the transfer from films to reading attitudes is indica-

ted. 

l6, ~Iaurice A, Derbyshire, The Effects of Two Documen­
tary Films Upon Parents' Attitudes Toward the Value of Phonics 
in Teaching Reading (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Utah 
State University, 1966), pp. 1-287. 
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Price study. Price explored the effects that the ex-

posura of black successful models and the combination of 

black and white models would have on the attitudes of black 

children. The experimental testing was performed by pre-

senting a combination of six films of black models and six 

films of white models on a weakly basis to one group of black 

Indiana children (grades five through eight). Ninety-nine 

experimental subjects received the film experience and ninety-

four control subjects did not view the films. A pretest 

attitude scale was administered one month prior to the pre-

sentetion of the first film. Posttesting was done one month 

after the last film was presented. Alternate scales were 

used for pretest and posttest measures. No. significant dif­

ferences were found between any of the design conditions.~7 

The prolonged periods of time between pretesting and 

treatment and posttesting and treatment may have caused a 

historical confounding of treatment results. Test reliability 

was low. No attempt was made to control the major variables 

through randomization or matching. 

In spite of the foregoing weakness, the study is per-

tinent to the preSent study since it cites the possibility 

that film$ may not alter attitudes about race. 

71F rank Turner Price, Some Effects of F ilm-~1edia ted 
Professional Models on the Self-Perceptions of Black School 
Children (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Wayne State 
University, 1970), pp. 1-295. 



Mealy study. A series of films intended to influence 

feelings toward mathematics were administered once a week for 

six weeks to seventh grade subjects in Nashville, Tennessee 

by this investigator. A Solomon four groups experimental 

design was used to assess the effects of the experiment. Two 

groups received a pretest, one of which received the experi-

mental treatment and the other group did not. Another two 

groups did not receive the'pretest. One of these groups was 

experimental and the other was control. Sixty junior high 

school students were randomly assigned to each of the four 

groups. Two different measures of attitude response were 

used in a pretest-posttest format. The dependent measures 

were the Aiken-Dreger and the Dutton Attitude Scales. A sig-

nificant overall shift in attitude reactions over the course 

of the study was disclosed by the attitude measures. 76 

Mealy designed a precise experiment. He achieved 

this high level of control by utilization of a control group, 

randomization, and analysis of variance techniques. His 

Solomon design and highly correlated attitude scales elimina-

ted possible testing effects. 

Mealy's work is of particular import to the present 

research. It is an exacting investigation which has demon-

strated that films can alter children's attitudes. 

78 
--Edward Clark Mealy, An Evaluation of the Use of 

Films As An Aid to Changing Students' Attitudes Toward 
Mathematics (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Peabody 
College, 1~70), pp. 1-315. 
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Summarv of the effect of films upon attitude. As a 

result of the experimental work discussed in the foregoing 

pages concerning the effect of films upon the attitudes of 

viewers, one cannot state that every film has the potential 

for altering every viewer's attitudes. On the other hand, 
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under certain circumstances, listed below, movies did transform 

viewpoints. 

In the first place, the subject matter of the film did 

not appear to be a factor in attitude change. In some instan-

ces, films based upon such topics as war, prohibition, gambling, 

crime, home life, religion and school produced attitude change 

and in other cases, they did not. The research of Thurstone 79 

and Shuttleworth
80 

support this conclusion. It appeared that 

other variables, which are discussed below, tended to cause 

the film topics to be less influential than one might expect. 

There was one notable exception to this generalization about 

film subject matter. Movies dealing with ethnic and racial 

relationships elicited attitudinal reactions in nearly every 

instance, as pointed out by Thurstone•and Shuttleworth research. 

It may well be that these relationships are so emotionally 

charged for the viewer that they tend to overule all logical 

thought processes. 

79
Ibid., pp. 5-37. 

80
Ibid., pp. 1-19. 



Katz, Sarnoff and McClintock
81 

termed this type of 

viewer "ego-defensive people." They contended that the atti-

tudes these people hold were so crucial to the maintenance of 

their personalities that some kind of psychiatric treatment 

would be a-necessary forerunner of successful persuasion. 
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Another generalization that must be stated is that film 
-----'--------:-----------------~---a2--------

viewing is a highly'individual process. As Rosen. demonstrated, 

---··-----< 
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no two people's attitudes are affected to exactly the same 

degree by a film. Thus; a movie which might cause considerable 

attitude modification for one individual may not affect another 

person at all. A person's background must be taken into con­

sideration when discussing films and attitude modification. 

For example, the attitudes of film viewers living in small 

towns and rural communities were not changed to~the degree 

that those of viewers were who resided in a large city or sub-

urban community. 

This point came into focus when the results of the small 

town studies of Thurstone83 were contrasted with the results of 

the large city research conducted by Peri
84 

end Scharf
85

., It 

is possible'that the ethnocentrism of the rural community could 

be the causative factor in this case. Furthermore, elementary 

81 D. Katz, I. Sarnoff, and C. McClintock, "Ego-Defense 
and Attitude Change," Human Relations, IX (September, 1956), 
pp. 27-45. 

82 Ibid., p. 523. 83 Ibid., pp. 5-37. 

84 Ibid,, pp. 1-312. 85 Ibid., pp. 1-401. 
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students'-~ttitudes were not altered as much by film viewing as 

were the attitudes of high school ~nd college students. Ttie 

d d 11 . t. t. f R 86 Edl' 87 secon ary an co age ~nves ~ga ~ons a assn , ~ng , and 

Peri88 , when contrasted with the elementary studies of 

89 . 
Shuttleworth , corroborate this point. Possibly the young 

child's close identification with the home values may have 

influenced his reaction to the film, In contrast to this, the 

.tendency for the high school and college student to be indepen-

dent may have caused them to be subject to attitude alteration 

by the film medium. 

90 In addition, as demonstrated by Teahan , there was a 

trend toward attitude modification from film viewing on the 

basis of racial.and ethnic group affiliation. Members of var-

ious ethnic and racial groups reacted to films in similar ways, 

As shown by the work of Prica
91

, subcultural identification is· 

a powerful force in attitudinal change, Finally, the black-

buster, big budget film production .with but a single attitudi-

nal message was more effective in producing attitudinal altere-

tion than a film or series of films which only treat a topic 

incidentally. This was especially evident in the research of 

92 
Thurstona , where such films as "Birth of a Nation" and ''All 

86 
Ibid., P• 523. 

87 Ibid,, PP• 1-117 

88 I . d b~ • t PP• 1-312. 
89 Ibid., PP• 1-19. 

90 
Ibid., PP• 1-425. 

91 Ibid., PP• 1-295. 

92 Ibid,, PP• 5-37. 



I 

I . 

l 
j 

I 
I 
1 
I 
1 
I 

I 
I 

Quiet on the Western Front" may be compared with lesser known 

productions dealing with similar subjects. It may well be 

that these films drew conclusions for the audience and thus 

increased the likelihood of attitude change. 

This opinion is corroborated by the communication 

studies of Hovland. 93 

41 

It can be concluded, therefore, that some viewers, under 

the specific conditions meO~ioned above, may undergo attitude 

changes while·'others will not. 

93 c. Hovland, I. Janis, and H. Kelly, Communication 
and Persuasion. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1953, P• 65. 



E. THE EFFECTS OF FILMS UPON 
COGNITIVE LEARNING 

Holaday study. This researcher focused his attention 

on the question of children's recollection of facts as influ-

42 

------'-----an~eGl-b-y-v-.iew-ing-f-i-lms-.-Seven-teen-commex.cial_i'ilms_wer_e'~-------

shown to more than 3,000 I~linois children with the subjects 

ranging in age from eight to sixtean years old. Following 

the viewing of a film, the children were tested on a recall 

test, Results indicated that eight-year-old children could 

recall three out of every five facts; subjects eleven years of 

age remembered three of every four facts; while fifteen and 

sixteen year olds recalled nine of every ten facts. When 

tested again after six weeks, the subjects remembered 90 

per cent of the facts known one day after the screening, and 

three months later this retention figure was still 90 per 

94 cant. 

There are certain limitations to the work of Holaday. 

No attempt was made to control for prior achievement. Other 

important variables such as intelligence, socioeconomic 

status and sex were disregarded. The test reliability and 

.content.valjdity were not determined. On the other hand, the 
,. · .. ,~·: ·.'."~.: 

9"4 -
·-p, W. Holaday and G. D. Stoddard, Getting Ideas from 

the Movies (New York: Macmillan Company, 1933), p. 55. 
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Holaday researchoverlooked the need for a control group and 

the equating of his subjects. Further, test validity and 
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reliability ware neglected. However, he controlled for ~rior 

achievement by adding the pratast-posttast condition to his 

experiment, 

The study relates to the present report in a two-fold 

manner: first, many Disney films are science oriented; 

second, it is not uncommon-for children 'to view Disney films 

mora tha~ once, It may thus be suggests~ that repeated 

viewing of Disney films will result in substantial increments 

in learning. 

Nunnally study. This study sought to discover what 

knowledge was gained by five-year-old children by viewing 

Spotty: Story of a Fawn and Hoopj. the Bunny, An experimental 

group of sixty· children was chosen at random from the kinder-

garten children of four large city schools in 'Indianapolis. 

The data gathered were from a pretest given before the sub-

jects saw the films and a posttest given the same day the 

children viewed each film. A tape recorder was used through-

out the interviews and tests so the investigator could later 

judge conceptual understandings. Learning scores were very 

. . f. t 95 sl.gnl. l.can • 

Although the researchist failed to establish the 

reliability or validity of her judgments of conceptual 

95 Nancy Nunnally, Primary Films as a Factor in Pro­
moting Conceptual and Factual Learnings in Kindergarten 
Children (Unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Indiana Univer­
sity, 1955), pp. 1-232. 
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learning ratings, on the whole, the Nunnally research was 

well designed. The random assignment of subj acts and the 

pratest-posttest technique controlled for most major factors. 

This research raises the question of films teaching 

higher level cognitive aspects, i.e, concepts. It adds 

evidence to the hypothesis that films teach facts, Thera-

fora, the experiment is important in a study of tne stereo-

typing of females in Disney films. 

Fullerton study. Fullerton set out to determine the 

impact of color and black and white guidance films employed 

with and without ''anticipatory" remarks upon acq~isition 

and retention of factual information, The 551 subjects were 

eleventh and twelfth grade students from Clinton, Elk City, 

Hydro and Weatherford, Oklahoma. The students ware randomly 

assigned to treatment groups. Group A received instruction 

from color films; group B was read ''anticipatory" remarks and 

shown color films; group C viewed black and white films; 

group D was read ''anticipatory'' remarks and received instruc-

tion from black and white films; and group E was the control 

group, Three tests were administered: a pretest, a post-

measure, and a retention test given six weeks after the film 

presentations. Black and white films emerged significantly 

superior to color film, Groups who received instruction 

exclusively from films emerged significantly superior to 

groups who gained instruction from films employin~ ''antici-

patory" remarks, All film groups were significantly superior 
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to the control group on'mea9u.r~~, fo,r.: both ~'6'~·~isition and 

retention of factual data,9 6 

In spite of the fact that the rather rural nature· of 

the sample population does restrict the application of 

results and that Fullerton did not establish the reliability 

or validity of his dependent measure, in terms of overall 

design this is a rigorously controlled study. Random 

assignment, a control group, and the pretest-posttest con-

clition give it a high level of variable control. 

This study is relevant to research on Disney films in 

that it demonstrates the possibility that color is not a 

factor in learning from a film. It also provides data that 

establish the possibility of facts gained from films being 

retained up to six weeks. Finally, it illustrates the fact 

that films without any comment may promote factual learning, 

l<antor study. Three versions of a film entitled The 

Sunfish were prepared, They included a control version and 

two experimental versions, One experimental version had 

45 

questions before the content and the other had questions after 

the content. The population for the study consisted of 617 

seventh grade pupils in three schools in widely differing 

areas of Los Angeles. All students took a pretest; one week 

9·6:Billie J, Fullerton, The Comoarative Effect of Color 
and Black and White Guidanco Films Employed With and Without 
uAnticioatorv 11 Flemurks Upon ·,.l\cguisition and Retention of 
Factual Information (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, 
University of Oklahoma, 1956), pp. 1-365. 
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later they saw one version of the film and took a posttcst; 

five weeks after the posttest they took a retention test. 

Kantor stratified his data for intelligence, socioeconomic 

status and sax variable analysis. He reported no significant 

differences in the test results due to sex. He found that 

pupils with high I_.Q. did significantly better on each film 

version than those of low I.Q. Pupils with high socioeconomic 

status did significantly b~tter than pupils in average socio-

economic situation, who in turn did significantly better than 

those in low socioeconomic settings. No significant differ­

ences bet1r1een film versions were found,9.l 

One important criticism of this study is that Kantor 

used the analysis of variance and analysis of covariance with-

out random assignment of subjects. This may be a violation 

of the assumptions on which these statistical tests are built. 

Another is that he did not utilize a control group. Thus, 

test ''practice effects• are possible. However, the sample 

drawn from divergent areas of Los Angeles does give his 

results wide application. 

With relation to the present investigation, this study 

indicates that films may be able to teach factual information 

to subjects who are one of the target groups of Disney film 

productions. 

93Bernard .R. l<antor, An Exoloratory Study of the Effects 
of Inserted Duastions in the Bodv of Instructional Films 
(unpublished Doctor's dissertation, University of Southern 
California, 1959), pp. 1-410, 



47 

Murphy study. Murphy endeavored to determine the 

relative effectiveness of filmed introductions to the motion 

picture, Learning About Light. A seventy-two item test · 

measured factual learning of the content of the picture. 

Its validity was established by content item analysis. The 

reliability of the test was .94. Two hundred and seventy-

one seventh grade subjects of a Boston junior high school 

participated in the experiment, and were randomly assigned 

to five treatment groups and one control group. A pretest-

posttest and retention design was employed. It was found 

that for whole groups, all film treatments produced results 

significantly superior to no treatment (test only), none of 

the various filmed introductions produced differences sig~ 

nificantly superior to the film-only treatment, but all film 

treatments produced significant levels of retention.9.B 

Murphy's design is meticulously prepared. He provided 

for random assignment, a control group, and a pretest-posttest 

condition. He further established the validity and reliabil-

ity of his measuring instrument. 

Once again an experiment is relevant to the work at 

hand because of the age of the subjects involved. It is also 

of import due to the fact that a film-only treatment was as 

effective as experimental films which had been designed to 

enhance learning. 

98Francis Eugene Murphy, The Relative Effectiveness of 
Filmed Intioduction~ to a General Science Motion Picture (un­
published Doctor's dissertation, Doston-University, 1961), 
PP• 1-423. 
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Kazem study. This investigation was designed to com-

para the effectiveness of informational~axpository type films 

to the historical-dramatic type films in increasing the 

understanding of the scientific method by subjects. The sub-

jects for the study ware 480 tenth-grade biology students 

from four Detroit public schools. Thera ware four axpariman-

tal groups at each school. Group one was an experimental 

group which viewed the two-informational-expository films; 

group two was an experimental section that saw the two histor-

ical-dramatic films; group three was an experimental group 

which was shown one informational and one historical film, and 

group four was a control group. Understanding of tha scian-

tific method was measured by the Keasler Scientific Test. 

This test had established validity and reliability which was 

adequate, and was used as a pratast-posttast for each of the 

groups. Subjects ware matched for grade level, pretest 

achievement, intelligence, reading ability, sax, chronological 

age, and school. It was found that the informational-axposi-

tory films, the historical-dramatic films,_or the two types 

in combination, contributed significantly to increased under-

standing of the elements of the scientific method. The infor-

mational-expository films made a significantly greater con-

tribution to this understanding than the historical-dramatic 

films, but not significantly greater than the combination of 

films.99 

99 Ahmed Kazem, An Experimental Study of the Contribution 
of Certain Instructional Films to the Undcrstandinn of the Ele­
ments of the Scientific Method bv Tenth-grade High School 
Biology Studnnts (unpu~lished Doctor's dissertation, University 
of Michigan, 1960), pp. 1-256. 



Kazem's experiment has certain limitations, A highly 

selective sample, tenth-grade biology students w~s used. 

He attempted to match subjects. Although he equalized a 
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great number of factors, random assignment would have afforded 

greater control. On the other hand, he presented evidence 

regarding the reliability and content validity of the depend-

------+-----ent-meastrre-. -He-a:Jcs~o-t:rs~e~d-a-c-ont~ru-1----group. r-ne-fact-l:na t-----­

the study was performed i~ Detroit makes the results applic-

able to other urban tenth-grade biology students. 

The import this study brings to the current experiment 

focusing on the Disney movies is that Kazem demonstrated a 

film can teach higher level thm..ght processes. His research 

further suggests that informational-type Disney films may 

occasion more learning of these higher cognitions than the 

more dramatic Disney productions. 

Snow study, Snow performed an investigation of the 

impact of personal characteristics of learners in relation 

to the extent of their factual learning from instructional 

films and from conventional ''live'' presentations of the same 

material. Fourteen variables covering the range of pertinent 

individual differences were included in this research. A 

series of nineteen films and nineteen corresponding ''live'' 

physics presentations were used in an introductory physics 

course at Purdue University. A total of 437 undergraduates 

was randomly divided into film and ''live" demonstration 

groups. Using a physics achievement pretest, the sections 



were further divided into high, middle, and low previous 

knowledge of physics sub-groups. All sections received the 

same posttests and retention tests. ·Snow concluded that· per-

sonal characteristics of. learners determine to a significant 

extent, the amount of learning derived by individual audience 

members in given learning context. Conventional presentation 

was significantly superior to filmed presentation among stu-

dents displaying unfavorable attitudes toward instructional 

films. Filmed presentation was significantly superior to 

"live" presentation among students displaying favorable atti­

tudes toward films.lOD 

Although the foregoing study could have been improved 

by use of a control group, a validated reliable measure and 

a broader based sample group, in general it Was fairly well 

50 

designed since variables were controlled by both randomization 

and a factorial design. 

This research related to the present study in at least 

two respects: first, it emphasized the eminence of individual 

differences in learning from films; second, it stressed the 

import of a viewer's attitude toward the learning mode. 

Visually motivated learners may learn more from Disney films 

than students with other learning styles. 

lDPRichard E. Snow, Effects of Learner Characteristics 
in Learnina from Instructional Films (unpublished Doctor's 
dissertation, Purdue University, 1963), pp. 1-352. 
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Gibbs study. This study was framed to determine the · 

effectiveness of a series of Biolooical Science CurrictJlum 

Study single topic films to improve the ability of high achool 

biology students to construct hypotheses relevant to selected 

questions from the ihvestigator's test. Data for the study 

were collected from 800 high school subjects enrolled in 

thirty biology classes in four Incfiana nign scnools. lh"e'"·-----:-----

experimental treatment consisted of presenting the subjects 

with a series of five different BSCS films. The students 

were then asked to construct relevant hypotheses by writing 

the statement on an answer sheet. The control group did not 

see the films. Two additional BSCS films which were not in-

eluded in the training procedure were administered to both 

groups as a pretest and posttest. It was concluded that the 

ability of high school biology students to construct rele-

vant hypotheses was significantly improved through the use 

of the BSCS films.
101 

Gibbs neglected to control most major variables such 

as intelligence, sex, and socioeconomic status. In addition, 

he did not determine the validity and reliability of the 

dependent measure. However, he used an adequate sample 

which would allow for extensive generalization of his find-

ings. He provided a control group and pre- and posttesting. 

lOlRonald Gibbs, An Analysis of the Effectiveness of 
the Biological Sciences Curriculun• Study Single Topic Filnts 
in Teachina..J:iy.J2_othos8s Construction to High School Uioloqi­
cal Students (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Indiana 
University, 1967), pp. 1-437. 
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Nevertheless, because this study reemphasizes the 

ability of films to teach high level skills, it is of import 

to this work. Disney films may be teaching complex under-

standing. 

Schell study. Eight hundred and twenty-nina eighth-

grade st~dents from a Los Angeles suburban school district 

served as subjects for an experiment performed by Schell. He 

randomly assigned the students to one of twelve groups. The 

groups were then assigned varied treatments involving pre-

testing, film viewing, immediate posttesting and delayed 

posttesting. Four control groups viewed no film. The remain-

ing eight groups saw one of two available fifteen-minute films 

dealing with drug sbusa. Changes measured between pretest 

and posttast ware not significant. 102 

Schell designed one of the most rigorously controlled 

experiments in this section of the present report. He uti-

lized randomization, multiple control groups, and pre- and 

posttasting to control variables. The main limitation in tho 

work is that he failed to establish the validity and reliabil-

ity of his tests. 

This study is one of consequence to the current inves-

tigation for it stresses the possibility that films may not 

teach facts under certain conditions. We may therefore 

ltl.Z\Hlliam R. Schell, The Influence of the Passege of 
Time on Effects Resulting fror;; ViovJi_ng Filr.1 on Drug Abuse 
(unpublished Doctor's dissertation, University of California, 
Los Angeles, 1969), pp. 1-254. 
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conclude that, at times, Disney films may not enhance learn-

ing of facts. 

Edwards study. This study set out to determine if the 

skill of business machine operation could be as effectively 

learned from filmed demonstration as from traditional class-

room instruction. A series of twenty-two films wes ~~r~o~d~u~c~e~d~--------

to demonstrate the operations of the business machines used 

in the course. Two college business machine classes at 

Michigan State University provided the subjects for the ex-

periments. The classes were each randomly divided, with one-

half becoming part of the control group, and the other, part 

of the experiment&l group. The control group met at the 

regularly scheduled time. The experimental group received 

its instruction individually. Subjects were allowed to use 

the films and machines at any time betw~en 8:00 a.m. and 

5:00 p.m. At the end of ten weeks of treatment, both groups 

took an identical final examination. There proved to be a 

significant different between the experimental and control 

103 
groups in favor of the experimental treatment. 

The amount of time available for students to practice 

on the machines varied in favor of the experimental group. 

The experimental group received ''tutorial'' instruction while 

the control group worked in a group setting. Both of these 

103 
·-Ronald Edwards, An Experimental Study in the Teach-

jog of Business Machines Utilizing an Audio-Visual-Tutorial 
1aboratory Approach with Continuous-Loop Sottnd Films (unpub­
lished Doctor's dissertation, Michigan State University, 
1969), pp. 1-179. 



factors should have been controlled, A nonreactive measure 

was built into the normal classroom testing procedure, This 

may have controlled the "Hawthorne Effect.'' 

This is another experiment that confirmed the fact 
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that learning of skills may be affected by films. It is, 

therefore, most appropriate to be included in a research study 

focusing on the effects of films. 

Mclellan study. Mclellan investigated the value of 

employing films in the teaching of rhythmical gymnastics to 

collage women physical education majors. A detailed presenta­

tion of be~inning and intermediate skills was included in 

each of the three films used in the study. Subjects for the 

experiment were 170 sophomore and junior physical education 

majors attending Wisconsin State University. The subjects 

were randomly assigned to treatment groups. The experimental 

group received instruction in rhythmical gymnastics by the 

investigator with the aid of films. The control group was 

given instruction by the same instructor without the aid of 

films, Students were evaluated on the skills by five quali­

fied judges. Kendell's coefficient of concordance was computed 

to determine the degree of relationship among the five judges. 

It was concluded that the agreement was higher than it would 

have been by chance expectations. In an attempt to deter-

mine if any differences existed between the experimental and 

control groups, the Mann-Whitney U test was utilized. The 

results yielded isolated cases of significance in one club 
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skill test and five hoop skill tests in favor of the control 

groups. No significant differences were found for any other 

skills.l04 

The only weakness that the current researcher could 

determine in this study was that the sample group may be too 

selective to permit wide application. On the other hand, 

Mclellan controlled all major variables in her study. She 

combined randomization and· posttesting to eliminate the need 

for pretesting. Control groups were also provided, The in-

structional factor was held constant and the reliability of 

the experts' judgments was determined, 

This study is allied to the present research. It 

points to the fact that viewers may learn specific physical 

55 

education skills and not other gymnastic skills even though a 

high correlation exists between the various tasks. It may be 

concluded that at times films may or may not effectively 

.teach certain physical education skills. 

Nystrom study. This research was planned to determine 

the associative effectiveness of animated films compared to 

the conventional lecture method of teaching engineering 

graphics, The two methods of instruction were applied to 400 

beginning engineering students at Texas A & M University. A 

pretest and posttest were administered to determine each 

student's gain on the units of instruction. A test of 

lQ~ary Mclellan, An Experiment Using Three Films in 
Rhythmical Gymnastics Using Hand Apparatus (unpublished 
Doctor's dissortation, University of Iowa, 1969), pp. 1-342. 
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retention was administered four weeks after the posttest. 

The reliability coefficients of the tests ranged from .67 

to .82. Five instructors were utilized in the study. It 

was found that the experimental method produced significant 

gains under the pretest-posttest comparison. The experimen-

tal method resulted in significantly higher test of retention 
--~------:J;IJ5i---------------------

scores. ----

Weaknesses in the fcregoing study might include the 

following: the experimenter did not equ~te his subjects by 

random assignment or matching techniques; thus, major veri-

ables were not controlled. No attempt was made to control 

the instructor factor.which resulted when five teachers were 

utilized in the experiment. Further, without a control group 

test ''practice effects" may have occurred. One important 

strength must also be noted: the reliability of the test was 

established. 

The Nystrom study indicated that animated films are 

indeed more effective than the conventional lecture method in 

skill learning retentions over a period of time. His study 

relates to the present work since it suggests the possibility 

that skills taught by Disney films may be retained longer 

than those taught by a teacher in a more conventional manner. 

\<loodJ:ian stld.9.!1.. T.he purpose of \1oodman 1 s experiment 

was to determine if students who saw selected PSSC films, in 

105 
Dennis C. Nystrom, An Experimental Comparison of 

Sound Animated Films and Conventional Lecture-Demonstration 
Methods of Teaching Selected Units in Engineering Graphics 
~unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Taxes A & M University, 
1969), pp. 1-412. 
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conjuncti~n,with the PSSC high school physics course, dif-

fared in their achievement of subject matter of physics or 

in their understanding of science from similar subjects who 

did not see the films. The criterion tests used were the 

PSSC Achievement Tests and the Test on Understanding Science. 

A total of 486 students in nine high schools. in Massachusetts 

participated in the study. Subjects were divided into three 

treatment groups, one which saw no science films during the 

year-long investigation, a second which saw only fifteen PSSC 

films closely related to the questions on the PSSC tests, and 

a third which saw only fifteen PSSC films unrelated to the 

PSSC tests. The PSSC tests were administered at the appropri-

ate points in the course, and the TOUS was administered as a 

pretest and again as a posttest. The statistical method 

employed was an analysis of covariance. Woodman found that 

with the PSSC tests, significant differences were obtained 

between students who saw no films and those who saw fifteen 

related films, in favor of the no-film group. No significant 

differences were found between students who saw related films 

and those who saw unrelated films. No significant differences 

were found on the TOUS between any 
. 106 

of the groups. 

There is a possibil-i-t-y-tha-t- this study may have di f-

ficulties in regards to history, maturation, and sample mar-

tality due to the length of the treatment period. The analysis 

106 
'Charles Woodman, The Influance of Selocted Physical 

Science Study Committee Films on Certain Learning Outcomes 
(unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Boston University, 1970), 
pp. 1-382. 
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of covariance may have been improperly employed. The subjects 

were not randomly assigned. No attempt was made to control 

the teacher factor. Nevertheless, because of the use of· 

standardized tests, the experimenter was certain of the 

validity and reliability of his measures. The sample utilized 

in the study affords broad generalization. 

Because the films are science oriente~, as are many 

Disney Productions films, this study is relevant to the cur-

rent investigation. These science films did not significantly 

affect ·viewer learning; therefore, Disney movies may not teach 

science. 

Dennison study. This investigator developed a series 

of eight films for teaching basic electronic fundamentals. 

A pretest was administered to 110 participating Texas A & M 

students. Six weeks later a posttest was given. Three 

teachers were involved in the investigation, each of wnom 

taught an experimental group and a control group. The experi-

mental method was comprized of the conventional method sup-

plemented "by films. The researcher concluded that significant 

differences in favor of the experimental method had occurred 

in the areas of student achievement, initial learning, and 

t t . 107 re en 1on. 

The sample group in this research was rather select. 

In addition, the researcher made no attempt to validate the 

101Bobby Dennison, The Effectiveness of Eight Millimeter 
Films for Toaching Selected Electronic Fundamentals (unpub­
lished Doctor's dissertation, Texas A & M University, 1970), 
pp. 1-107. 
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content of his test or establish its reliability. Possible 

test "practice effects'' were not controlled. Intelligence, 

sex, and socioeconomic status ware not handled. Evan so, the 

teacher affect was adequately controlled in this investiga­

tion. This was accomplished by the usa of the counter-balanced 

design. 

Once again, however, a study is related to the present 

research because it raises" the question of whether or not a 

film is capable of teaching facts and concepts of science. 

One must remember that many Disney films are science oriented, 

~The Absentminded Professor series. 

Peters study. Community resource site films were 

produced and utilized in this endeavor to sffect student cog­

nitive and concept.development about the environment of given 

social settings. Two hundred randomly selected seventh grade 

students in Portland, Maine, served as subjects. A non­

standardized achievement recall test and a concepts-principles 

questionnaire ware the evaluative instruments. The experi­

mental group viewed the films while the control group subjects 

toured the selected sites which ware the locations for the 

film productions. These sites related to processes of manu­

facturing and mass production. Upon completion of the three 

tours or viewing of each film an appropriate recall test was 

administered to the subjects in both groups. The statistical 

analysis utilized to compare the group performance on the 
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recall test(s) and concept-principles questionnaire indicated 

no significant differences between the two treatments.lOB 

Test validity was not established by Peters. However, 

by employment of randomization and a uriique method of control 

Peters designed a sound study. He established the reliability 

of his dependent measuring instruments by administering the 

tests to a randomly selectea~il~~est~g~r"'o~u"'·"p-.---------------------------

This study is important to the present investigation 

in that it demonstrates that films as well as actual experi-

ence, may generate factual and conceptual learning in subjects. 

In addition, the age of the subjects studied is of import 

since it is so similar to the age of the target audienc~ of 

Disney films. 

Hughes study. The use of six films designed to provide 

instructions for performing an experiment in introductory 

physics was compared with traditional instruction. A labora-

tory achievement test was constructed and administered in a 

pilot study. The measure's reliability was established. The 

test content was validated by three physics professors at 

North Texas State University. All students in a non-technical 

general physics course at North Texas State served as sub-

jects. There were fifty-four experimental and fifty-three 

control students. The laboratory achievement test was 

administered as a pretest and posttest. The experimental 

lbBOkes Peters, Utilization of Field Trine and Sound 
Film Simulations to Affect Student Cognition and Concept 
Development (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, University of 
Rochester, 1971), pp. 1-414. 
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group was instructed by the laboratory method films for six 

experiments, while the control group was taught traditionally. 

Because no statistically significant differences were found 

between the groups, it was concluded that laboratory method 

film instruction and traditional instruction were equally 

effective for the subj acts .r.Q9 

----+--------'-----uH~u~g;-~h~e;;-;:;-s 1 inattention to equating his subj acts on the 

I 
I 

major variables may have biased his findings, Further, the 

sample may have been so small that it was mathematically 

impossible to obtain statistically significant differences 

between the groups. Sufficient attention was given, however, 

to establishing the reliability and validity of his measures. 

Hughes revealed in his research that subjects learned 

as well from films as from traditional teaching. A generali-

zation appropriate to the current research is that Disney 

films may be as pivotal in a child's learning as the class-

room. 

Summarv of the effect of films upon cognitive learning. 

Numerous investigations of film learning were reviewed in this 

section. This research was placed into three classifications 

for summary purposes, First, studies pertinent to learning and 

recall of factual material were abstracted. Next, a synopsis 

of film research germane to higher levels of learning skills 

was presented. Last, a compendium of investigations of reten-

tion of facts or skills gained from motion pictures was given. 

102James Hughes, A Comoorison of Laboratory Method Films 
with Traditional Instruction in the Introductory Physics L~b­
oratory (unpublishod Doctor's disserLation, North Texas State 
University, 1972), pp. 1-349. 
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To begin with, it was demonstrated by Holaday110 and 

Nunnally111 that elementary-age children learn factual material 

from films more readily than from traditional methods of in-

struction. In contrast to this, the junior high studies of 

Kantor~1~ Murphy11 ~ Sche1111~ and Peters115 showed that in only 

half the instances studied films were more affective in teach-

ing facts than other. instructional techniques. Finally, 

Woodman11 ~ Snow11 ~ and Hughes11 ~ who studied films. and factual 

learning during the high school and college years, did not find 

any instances in which films were more effective than other 

teaching techniques. One possible explanation of this decrease 

in the effectiveness of films is that films may be overused by 

teachers. As they progress through the grades, learners may 

tire of the film-learning technique. 119 Snow , has purposed 

that to learn from movies one must have a favorable attitude 

toward them. 

In comparison to factual learning, higher level learning 

from films tended to remain effective throughout the educational 

experience of the learner. Whether it was learning concepts in 

110
Ibid., p. 55. 

111
Ibid., pp. l-232. 

112 Ibid., pp. 1-410. 
113

Ibid., pp. 1-423. 

114 Ibid., PP• 1-254. 
115

Ibid., pp. 1-414. 

116 Ibid., PP• 1-382. 
117 Ibid., pp. 1-352. 

118 Ibid., PP• 1-349. 119 Ibid., pp. 1-352. 
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the elementary school, understanding _processes in the junior 

high, understanding the scientific method in high school or 

employing principles of engineering graphics as a college stu­

dent, learners continued to learn from films. The studies of 

120 121 122 123 Nunnally , Peters , Kazem , and Nystrom substantiated 

these findings. It may well be that films that are produced 

sustain a favorable attitude among learners. 

Finally, studies pertaining to the retention of learning 

from films ware in accord. Factual or higher level material 

once learned was retained for several weeks. This finding cut 

124 
across all age levels. For example, Holaday found that 

elementary students retained factual data from commercial enter­

tainment films for at least twelve weeks. Furthermore, Kantor•s
125 

junior high pupils retained scientific factual information for 

five weeks. 
126 

In addition to this, Fullerton's high school sub-

jects remembered guidance concepts for six weeks. Last, the 

college students in Nystrom 1 s
127

study retained engineering 

graphics concepts for at least four weeks. 

120 Ibid., pp. 1-232. 
121 Ibid., PP• 1-414. 

122 Ibid., pp. 1-258. 123 Ibid., PP• 1-412. 

124 Ibid., p. 55. 125 Ibid., PP• 1-410. 

126 Ibid., pp.l-365. 
127 Ibid., PP• 1-412. 
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These findings are. substantiated by Hovland's classic 

study of the "Why We Fight" movies used during World War IIf28 

He found that some learnings were more in the desired dirac-

tion after nine weeks than after· five days. This was termed 

the "sleeper effect,ri 

Hence, it can be concluded that films teach facts more 

efTec~ively to younger learners. In addition to this, it can 

be said that films teach high level learning skills equally 

Well to learners of all ages. It may also be concluded that 

learners retain both factual and high level learning for a 

relatively long period of time. 

C. THE EFFECT OF FILM UPON 
PSYCHOPHYSIOLOGICAL AND 

SOCIAL BEHAVIOR 

Dysinger study, One hundred fifty subjects were tested 

to determine the influence of filmed scenes showing dangerous 

situations, conflicts, tragic events, and ero~ic content. The 

subjects were from New York City. They were divided into three 

different age groups, six through twelve years, thirteen through 

eighteen years, and nineteen years old and over. A galvano-

meter and a pneumocardiograph were utilized to measure subject 

skin conductance reactions to the selected film scenes. 

Results indicated that film sequences involving danger, conflict, 

128 . 
C •. Hovland, A. Lumsdaine, and F. Sheffield, Experi-

ments on Mass Communication, Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 1949. 
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and tragedy had the greatest affect on tha group of six 

through twelve year olds; the reactions of the thirteen 

through eighteen year olds fell off rapidly and were wea~est 

with subjects over nineteen years old, The youngest group 

was least influenced by romantic and erotic scenes, The 
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greatest film influence was found for the group of thirteen 
:).-291---~-----------­

through eighteen year olds. · 

In the foregoing re'search, the use of a paid sample 

may have provided a population with biased characteristics. 

Reactive effects may also have occurred due to the presence 

of the experimental equipment. No attempt was made to obtain 

a ·baseline reaction pattern for the subjects. Finally, the 

use of selected scenes may have provided a different experi-

ence than that received from viewing scenes in context. 

Dysinger's work, however, does relate to the present 

study in an important \-Jay. He has raised the possibility 

of scenes of danger, conflict, tragedy, and romance eliciting 

strong emotional reactions from viewers. Disney films often 

contain the above aspects. 

Wall study. This was a study of the influence of 

cinema films on social conduct of 2,160 London, England, boys 

and girls between thirteen and seventeen years of age. A 

questionnaire was administered to the students concerning 

l'2.9\'lendill 5. Dysinger and C. A. Ruckmick, tJ,otion 
Pictures and Standards of tiorali.i!L. U<ew York: l•'iacmillan, 1933), 
p. 122. 
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behavior in films which they believed to have been imitated 

by their contemporaries. The following behaviors were cited 

most frequently as giving rise to imitation: manners of 

dress and hairdress, courtship techniques, and style of 

dancing, relaxing, and walking. Wall concluded that imitation 

inspired by films was more widespread among girls than boys, 

----~,-----ancl-~Ma-t-one--th-±rd-rrf-t·ITefemale suBjects cop~ed their 

behavior from films. At le~st one-third of all subjects 

. . t t d t h. t h . . f '1 no ~m~ a e cour s ~p ec n~ques seen ~n ~ ms. 

Wall made no endeavor to determine the validity or 

reliability of his questionnaire. In addition, the subjects 

were asked to make subjective judgments about the behavior or 

their contemporaries without an effort being made to establish 

the reli~bility of the subjects as raters of behavior. On 

the other hand, the experiment provided a large sample which 

would afford generalization of results to most English adoles-

cents. 

Since this study points to the possible large influence 

of films on the imitative behavior of females, it is of import 

to a study of the stereotyping of females in Disney films. 

Thus, females may copy actions from Disney films whereas males 

may not. 

Walters study. A study of the enhancement of punitive 

behavior by use of the film Rebel Without a Cause was conducted 

139 
··William Wall and W. A. Simson, ''The Effects of Cinema 

Attendance on the Behaviour of Adolescents as Seen by their 
Contemporories;'' British Journal of Educational Psychology, 
XI (February, 1949), pp. 53-61. 



l 

67 

by Walters. Twenty-eight male hospital attendants served as 

subjects. Fourteen were randomly assigned to the experimen-

tal condition and fourteen to the control group. Experimental 

subjects ware shown the test film while controls viewed the 

innocuous film, P~cture r~a\,ing by Teenagers. After seeing 

the films, the subjects ware to administer punishment, in 

the form of electric shocks to the experimenter's confederate 

when he gave 1-Jrong answers 'to questions about the film. A 

trial run supplied a pretest measurement. The posttest series 

of trials on the learning task followed the film. The mean 

intensity setting selected by the subjects was calculated for 

each subject for the pretest and posttest trials. The results 

of the study indicated that exposure to the film containing 

aggressive content resulted in a significantly greater will-

ingness in the experimental subjects to inflict pain. 

Walters replicated the study with male and female adolescents• 

1;"31 
He obtained comparable results ..... 

Walters' use of electronic equipment may have brought 

the "Hawthorne Effect'' into play. The sample group for his 

primary study was small and select, but he broadened this by 

his replications. The use of random assignment, ci control 

group and the pretest to establish a reaction baseline were 

aspects which strengthened this study. 

131 
·"Richerd H. 

Acker, 11 Enhance:--:1crrt 
Displays, 11 Science, 

Walters, Edward Llewellan, and Thomas C. 
of Punitive Behavior by Audio Visual 
CXXXVI (June, 19G2), p. 872. 



Due to the fact that some Disney Productions films 

have scenes of violence, Walters' work is especially applic­

able. The stereotype of the aggressive male and the weak 

female may be enhanced by Disney films in spite of the fact 

that Walters did not find this distinction. 
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------1-~-------"B'"a!!n'"d"-'u~r,_as;._,:as-"'t"'u'"d'-''~1-''----"--F .,.o~r-"t. y- e i g h t b o v s an d f o r t y- e i g h t _g i r 1 s 

enrolled in the Stanford University Nursery School participa­

ted in this investigation of the imitation of film models. 

The subjects were divided into three experimental groups and 

one control group of twenty-four students each. One group of 

experimental subjects observed real-life aggressive models 

aggressing toward an inflated Bobo doll. A second group 

observed the same aggression portrayed on film. A third test 

group viewed a film depicting an aggressive cartoon character. 

The control group students had no exposure to aggression and 

were tested in the classroom s1tuation. Following the expo­

sure experience, subjects were tested for the amount of imi­

tation of aggression in a classroom setting, The experimenter_ 

and a nursery school teacher rated the subjects on four.five­

point scales which maasured imitative aggression, The sub­

jects wera rated independently by both judges in order to 

permit an assess~8nt of interrater reliability. The reliabil­

ity of the composite aggression score was ,80. The results 

obtained provided evidence that there was a statistically 

significant difference in aggressive iDitation between the 

experimental and control subjects. Subjects who viewed the 
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aggressive models on film or in person exhibited nearly twice 

. .~32 as much aggression as the subjects in the control group. · 

The sample for this experiment was very select, and 

the ''Halo Effect" may have operated in the matching and rating 

of the subject's aggression levels because of the use of the 

regular teacher as a judge. The investigator did eliminate 

the use of elaborate experimental equipment used in some of 

the above studies. Bandura also endeavored to establish a 

baseline of aggressive behavior in addition to determining 

the judges' reliability, 

Bec~use Disney films are seen by many nursery school 

children of similar socioeconomic status as the subjects in 

this study, Bendure's work applies to the present report. It 

is possible that aggressive behaviors may be copied by the 

very young viewer of Disney films, 

Berkowitz studv. In this report eighty-eight male 

University of Wisconsin students were first either angered 

or not angered by one of two experimenters. Then equal num-

bars of control and experimental subjects met each experi-

manter who had been introduced either as a college boxer or 

as a speech major. The subjects were randomly assigned to 

the treatment groups. The experimenter who had been pre-

sented as a boxer acted insulting in the introductory meet-

ing, while the researchist who portrayed a speech major acted 

132 
-Albert Dandura, Dorothea Ross and Sheila Ross, 

''Imitati6n of Film Models,'' Journal of Abnormal and Social 
Psvcholonv, LXVI (January, 1963), p. 3, 
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noutrDl. Aftar tho subjact hDd hDd his sassion with ona 

experimenter, the other showed the subject a motion picture. 

Half of the experimental and control subjects saw a savari 

minuta prize-fight film while the other half viewed an equally 

long movie about horse racing. By using questionnDires as a 

subjects directed significantly more hostility at the boxer 

experimenter when they had 'seen the fight film. On tho other 

hand, angered subjects who had seen t~e racing film showed no 

significant difference in hostility to tha boxer experimenter, 

Berkowitz concluded that people who have recently been angered 

and have then seen filmed aggression will be moie likely to 

act aggressively than people who have not had those experiences. 

It is of import that the strongest attacks will be directed 

133 
at those who are most directly connected with the provocation, · 

The one limiting factor in this study is that the reli-

ability of the questionnaire was not detormined. To his credit 

Berkowitz eliminated the difficulty of ftreactive effects'' to 

equipment and employed randomization and a control group very 

effectively. The University of Wisconsin male students af-

fords generalization to a large population. 

This study is related to the present work in two vital 

respects. First, it points to the psychologicDl mental set 

of the film viewer. An. angry observer is nora likely to learn 

aggression from D Disney film thDn D neutral theater attender. 

lJ3JLaonarcl Bsrkowitz, ftThe Effocts of Observing 
Violoncs,'' Scientific American, CCX (February, 1964), p. 35. 
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Second, if aggression is learned by on angry viewer from a 

Disney film, it may be directed at those who angered him. 

Hill study. Hill planned this unique study to explore 

the possibility of the utilization of a:film in increasing 

children's willingness to approach dogs. A pretest and post-

test assessment of avoiaan~b-ehait-ior-was-maclB-b-y-askio_g_t~e~-----

children to walk toward a l~rge German shepherd in a play pen 

at the end of an eighteen-foot runway. If they approached to 

zero feet, they were asked to pet and feed the dog. Of forty 

preschool boys in Richmond, Virginia, eighteen did not approach 

to zero feet. These children were divided into two groups, 

matched for initial avoidance, and used in the experiment. 

The subjects in the film group saw an eleven-minute film 

sequence depicting interactions between a large German shepherd 

and a child their sex and age, The control group did not see 

the film. The subsequent posttest revealed that eight of the 

nine boys in the film group now approached to pet and feed the 

dog. Only one of the nine control subjects approached to zero 

feet. This was a statistically significant difference in 

favor of the film 
1.34 

group. 

Other than the use of the small selective sample, this 

is a precisely planned and executed study. The unobtrusive 

dependent measure is a unique feature. The matching of sub-

jects coupl~d with the avoidance pretest equalized the 

134 
· ·Jae H. Hill, Robert M. Liebert, and David E. Nott, 

"Vicarious Extinction of Avoidance Behavior Through Films,'' 
Psvcholor:ical Rcrorts, XXII (February, 1968), p. 192. 
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experimental end control groups on the variable under study. 

This study is germane because almost all Walt Disney films 

involve animals. The possibility that these movies are stereo-

typing the behaviors of boys and girls with animals is eminent. 

Hill demonstrated the power of films to direct behavior, 

____ _:_ ________ _,!..F,.;r;,;Y~r;;e=a..,r""""si..t~u=d.:~.v ... .__T._..h_.i"'r'-'t">y b o ::,r s and t h irt ::,r_g i r 1 s of nursery-___ _ 

school age in Columbia, Missouri, were assigned to one of 

three groups: (1) a group which observed an adult male model 

demonstrating affectionate behavior, (2) a group which observed 

an adult female model showing affectionate behavior, or (3) a 

control group. The modeled behavior was presented by means 

of a film and consisted of a sequence of affectionate responses 

displayed toward a small stuffed clown, The subjects were 

brought into a room individually by the experimenter with the 

explanation that the child could play with some toys and watch 

a film. After the four-minute film, the subject was given the 

same box of toys and allowed to play with any of them for a 

period of eight minutes. While the subject was playing, a 

scorer in the back of the room noted the child's actions each 

five seconds, The control children played with the toys with-

out seeing the film. It was revealed that both boys and girls 

in the experimental groups performed significantly more affec-

tionate acts then the control subjects. The females imitated 

the female modal significantly more often than the boysf35 

13 ~e:rry L. Fryrear and nark H. Thelen, "Effects of Sex 
of Model and Sex of Observer on· the Imitation of Affectionate 
Behavior," Developmental Psvchologv, I (Hay, 1969), p. 298. 
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The major v~riables of intelligence and socioeconomic 

status were not controlled by the researcher. In add.l,tion, 

a pretest baseline of affectionate behavior was not determined 

nor were scorer reliability checks performed. The presence 

of the scorer in the test room may have produced reactive 

effects to the procedure. Nevertheless, the sex factor was 

-----+-----aclequate-Jcy-han-dre-d'-.--------------------~-----

- - ~ 
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Because this study indicated sex differences in the 

imitation.of film behavior, it is extremely important to the 

present study. It may well be that females are more affected 

by the behaviors of female Disney characters than they are by 

the actions of male Disney characte~s. 

Heyman study. This study investigated the effect of 

.film-mediated aggression on subsequent aggressive behavior in 

a population of 120 incarcerated adolescent boys in New Haven, 

Connecticut. The subjects, paired (High/Low) on the basis 

of their scores on a self-report measure of past aggressive 

behavior, were instructed to be varbally abusive to each other 

in a competitive situation after seeing films. Their verbal 

aggression was tape recorded and rated by an independant rater 

according to the Mosher Manual. The aggressive film was an 

eleven-minute spliced segment from a popular television serial. 

The neutral film was a segment for an educational film of 

equal length. The most striking result of the study was the 

low level of verbal aggressive behavior displayed by the 



l 
i 
1 
i 
j 

74 

subjects in.all conditions of the experiment. As a result, 

there were no significant effects due to the film conditions.136 

Iri her attempt to provide a baseline of aggressive 

behavior through self-reports, Heyman may have introduced a 

subjective bias into her work. In addition, separating the 

subjects on high and low aggressive background may have caused 

statistical regression, Randomization and a control group 

would have improved this st~dy, Heyman did eliminate some· of 

the problems of previous investigations which used electric 

shock or paper and pencil tests. Her unobtrusive measure was 

unique. It, along with· the use of an independent rater and a 

standardized procedure, strengthened the research. 

In that H~yman 1 s in~estigation reported no change in 

behavior due to film impact, it is relevant to the piesent 

work. It raises the possibility that Disney films may have 

little impact upon the behavior of children. 

Hartmann study. Seventy-two Salt Lake City adolescent 

delinquents were initially subjected either to anger-arousing 

or non-arousing experiences. Control subjects viewed a non-

eggrossive film. Experimental subjects saw a film depicting 

a fight sequence. The dependent measures were the duration 

and intensity of shocks that the subjects administered to 

their provocateur whenever he made errors on an assigned 

learning task. Results revealed that {1) regardless of 

--·-·----
136

uoris Seiler Heyman, Jh" EffEJct of F iln1 i·'iediated 
Aggression on Subsequent Adnrossive Dohavior (unpublishsd 
Doctor's disoertotion, University of Connecticut, 1969), 
pp. 1-95. 
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arousal level, subjects who witnessed the filmed aggression 

were significantly more punitive than subjects who had 

observed neutral films; (2) aroused viewers ~Jere significantly 

more punitive than non-aroused viewers and (3) subjects with 

longer records of antisocial behavior delivered significantly 

more aversive punishment than subjects with less extensive 
----~-------------~.~~--~----------------------------------

records. · 

Hartmann's study is 'limited in three aspects. First, 

pretesting to establish a level of aggression for the sub-

jects was not accomplished. Next, there may have been 

"reactive effects" to the experimental equipment. Finally, 

by taking the fight sequence out of context, he may have re-

stricted the generalizability of the findings. 

In spite of the above data, the study is of import 

because it stresses the fact that the effect of films on 

individuals may be related to the viewers' psychological 

set. As was reported in an earlier study, viewers of film 

aggressive acts may respond more punitively than non-aroused 

viewers. This research augments that data with the informa-

tion that subjects wi~h long records of antisocial behavior 

may become more aversive after seeing films with aggressive 

scenes. Some Disney films picture violence. 

Meyer study. The purpose of this study was to compare 

the consequences of viewing motion picture violence, under 

· :r3·7nonald P.Hartmann, "Influence of Symbolically 
Modeled Instrumental Aggression and Pain Cues on Aggressive 
Behavior,'' Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, XI 
(September, 1969), pp. 280-288. 



76 

different conditions of justification for the offensive inci­

dents, on the. behavior of Ohio University students. Subjects 

were angered by the experimenter's accomplice and were given 

electrical shocks as a result of being given bad grades on 

compositions they had written. Subjects in seven of the 

eight groups (twenty-five subjects each) tested saw one of 

three film segments: (a) a fictional violence film; (6) a 

violent newsfilm; or (c) a 'non-violent film. Subjects in the 

eighth group saw no film. Subjects were randomly assigned to 

the various groups. The violent films ware shown in justified 

and unjustified contexts by varying the experimenter's explana­

tion of the content. Two additional groups saw the real or 

fictional films without description to allow subjects to make 

their own judgments as to the justification or lack of it for 

the film violence. Following the films, subjects were allowed 

to administer shocks to the investigator (accomplice). They 

decided on the number of shocks and the intensity level of 

the shocks. Shock intensity and number of shocks were the 

measure of aggressive behavior toward the accomplice. Angered 

subjects viewing justified news or fictional film violence 

returned significantly more shocks and significantly mora in­

tenso shocks than angered subjects viewing unjustified news 

or fictional film violence, a non-violent film, or no film. 

No significant differences were found between the impact of 
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real and the effects of fictional film violence, whether 

. :138 
justified or unjustified.·· 

As in other studies of this type the elaborate experi-

mental equipment may have sat the ''Hawthorne Effect" into 

motion. Nevertheless, random assignment, a control group and 

establishment of a baseline level of aggressive response pro-

vided Mayer's adequate control of variables. 

In conjunction ~lith ·previous studies cited above, Meyer 

corroborates the finding that subjects who viewed aggressive 

films were more punitive than those who observed neutral 

films. Once again we see that the influence a film has on an 

individual is related to his prior emotional condition and 

record of antisocial behavior. As fictional violence had the 

same results as real violence, Disney films, even though 

largely fictional,,may influence aversive behaviors. 

Glass study. This investigati~n tested the impact of 

social interaction on the psychophysiological reaction of 

seventy-eight paid male New York University students to an 

aggressive film. There were five experimental conditions: 

(1) the subject viewed the film alone; (2) the subject saw the 

movie with a confederate of th~ experimenter who was intro-

duced as another subject; (3) the condition was the same as 

(2) except a screen separated the subjects; (4) the subject 

brought a mala undergraduate friend to watch the film with 

1~imothy P. i•ieyer, The Effects of VicvJing Justified· 
and Unjustified Fictional Voisus Real Film Violence on Angres­
sive Behavior (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Ohio 
University, 1970), pp. l-17G. · 
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him; and (5) the subject brought a friend, the two were separa-

ted by a screen as they looked at the motion picture. At the 

beginning of the experimental session, each subject was told 

that the purpose of the study was to investigate his psycho-

logical and physiological reactions to a silent film. The 

film called Subincision depicted an aboriginal puberty rite 

involving mutilation of the genitals of adolescent boys. 

Skin electrodes were attached to the subjects' fingers. A 

twenty-minute period preceded the showing of the seventeen-

minute film. During this time, the subjects' resting-level 

autonomic reactivity was recorded. After the resting level 

had been recorded, the film was shown. The dependent variable 

was level of tonic skin conductance. Five critical periods 

in the continuous skin resistance record corresponding to 

stressful mutilation scenes in the film were recorded. Skin 

conductance reactivity scores during the film viewing were 

covariance adjusted to take account of individual differences. 

The results demonstrated that there was ~ significant differ-

ence between treatments in favor of viewing the film in the 

presence of another person, Skin conductance reactivity was 

near the resting level when aversive scenes were watched in 

139 the company of another person. 

One weakness of this study was the use of paid subjects. 

This probably limited the applicability of the findings, 

i39 
"'David Glass, Andrew Gordon and Thomas Heney, ''The 

Effects of Social Stimulation on Psychophysiological Reactivity 
to an Aversive Film," Psvchonomic Science, XX (August, 1970), 
p. 255. 
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Another problem was the use of the elaborate equipment. A 

final difficulty was caused by the neglect of randomization 

and a control group. A redeeming factor was that Glass 

explored an area of film research that had been badly ne-

glected, In addition, by utilizing the twenty-minute resting 

period to obtain a baseline measure, test ''practice effects" 

were probably avoided. 

Glass' study opens the possibility that when a film-

goer views an aversive scene, it may not be as disturbing if 

he is seated next to someone, This is usually the case when 

six through thirteen-year-old children attend a Disney movie. 

Rowley study. Rowley examined the relationship between 

exposure to an aggressive cartoon and subsequent aggressive 

behavior. In order. to explore four hypotheses she conducted 

two experiments. In Study I, ninety-six Boston first grade 

children. ware randomly assigned, twelve boys and twelve girls 

to each of the four treatment groups. In the first 8xperi-

mental phase, children in experimental group one and control 

group one ware mildly frustrated by being .scolded for play-

ground behavior by the experimenter. Children in experimental 

group two and control group two were nonfrustrated, In the 

second phose, children in groups El and E2 watched an aggres-

siva cartoon, and children in groups Cl and C2 listened to a 

nonaggressivc story. In the third phase, all children were 

given the opportunity to aggrcss in free play. Three raters 

with en interrater reliability score of .91 recorded aggressive 
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acts. In Study II, sixty-four Boston first-grade children 

were randomly assigned, sixteen boys and sixteen girls to 

each of two treatment groups: an experimental group and·a 

control group. Each of these two groups was randomly divided 

into eight like-sexed discussion groups of four children each. 

In the first two phases, children in all groups were frustra-

tea ana then exposed to the aggressive cartoon. In the third 

phase, children in E groups discussed specific aggressive 

incidents in the cartoon with the researcher, and children in 

C groups participated in neutral ~iscussions. Finally, all 

children were given an opportunity to aggress, Aggressive 

acts were recorded by the judges of Study I. In Study I 

neither condition (frustration or nonfrustration), activity 

(film or story) nor sax (boy or girl) made any significant dif-

ference in the amount of aggressive behavior. In Study II 

subjects in E group (violence discussion) were significantly 

more rather than less aggressive than subjects in the control 

group (neutral discussion). Neither film nor sax made any 
140 

significant difference.· 

Rowley performed a rigorously controlled experiment. 

The randomization combined with the control groups eliminated 

pretest invalidity, and controlled major experimental factors. 

Due to the urban sample of adequate size the results are 

applicable to nearly all first graders. She was careful to 

establish interrater reliability. 

140 
· -susan Linda Rowley, Film Cartoon Violence and Child-

ren's Aggressive Behavior (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, 
Boston University, 1971), pp. 1-241. 
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Rowley's finding that the aggressive cartoon did not 

lead to aggressive acts is relevant to this study of Disney 

films. Thus, violence in a Disney movie may not lead viewers 

into offensive acts. In addition, the discovery that there was 

no difference between the aggressive behavior of boys and girls 

. f . t 141 1S one 0 1mpor a 

Summary of the effect of films on osychoohysiological 

and social behavior, This summary section dealing with films 

affecting behavior was divided into four sections. ·The first 

reviewed the scope of behavior modeled in films. This was fol­

lowed by a pre~is of the age at which viewers imitate film be-

havior, Next, a review of studies pertaining to sex of viewer 

and sex of character was presented. Finally, the conditions~6f 

behavior imitation were considered. 

To begin with, the scope of the behavior modeled from 

142 
movies tended to be broad. Wall reported that viewers 

imitated dress, hairdress, courtship techniques and styles of 

. 143 144 
dancing, walking and relaxing from films. Dys1nger , Fryrear 

and Hill145 gave examples that included such emotions as affec-

t . f d Dth . t· t B k "t 
146 

1on, ear an courage. er 1nves 1ga ors, er ow1 z 

included, have illustrated the connection between viewing acts 

141 Ibid., pp. 1-241. 142 Ibid., pp. 53-61. 

143 
Ibid., p. 122. 

144 Ibid., p. 298. 

145
Ibid., p. 192. 

146 
Ibid., p. 3. 
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of aggression and violence and the modeling of those-behaviors 

by viewers, 

When one turns to the subject of the age at which ·film 

behavior is copied, interesting findings are obtained. It was 

evident from the research in this section that behaviors ob-

------;-----------s~e~r~v~e~d~i~n~f~i~l:m:s~w~e~r~e~~i:m~i~t:a~t~ed. by viewers in all age groups 

14 7 r48-;;_:=~~~===-=~=---;:;c=:o==-,------studied. Fryrear and Hill found that nursery and preschool 

children imitated social be"haviors they had observed on the 

movie screen. Similarly, that elementary school children copied 

149 . 150 
film behavior was supported by the work of Rowley and Dys~nger • 

151 152 
Hartman and Walters attested to the modeling of film behav-

iors by adolescents, Last, Berkowitz153and Meyer154gave examples 

of behavior copied from films by college students. · 

Finally, there appeared to be certain conditions related 

to the viewer's background and personality makeup which enhanced 

the possibility that film-observed behaviors would be copied. 

A generalization about one condition that appears to per-

tain to behavior modeled from films is that for the most part, 

it is sex-specific. This has been substantiated by Wa11155 and. 

156 Fryrear • This finding agrees with Whittaker's finding on sex 
157 

and persuasibility. He found . that female subjects were more 

persuasible than males. In addition, he observed that ''it is 

14 7 Ibid., p. 298. 
148

Ibid., P• 192. 
149

Ibid., pp. 1-241. 

150
Ibid., p. 122. 

151
Ibid., p. 280. 

152
Ibid., P· 872. 

153 Ibid., p. 35. 154 Ibid., pp. 1-176. 
155

Ibid., p. 55. 

156 Ibid., p. 298. 

157J. Whittaker, "Sex Differences and Susceptibility to 
Interpersonal Persuasion," Journal of Social Psychology, LXVI 
(March, 1965), pp. 91-94. 
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possible that male sources are generally more persuasive than 

female sources, regardless of the issue or the media employed! 

To begin with, Berkowitz
158

demonstrated that a film 

vi~wer who was or who had recently been in an emotional state 

similar to that which was being pictured in the movie, ~as 

----+-----llke-l-y-tGJ-imi-ta-t-e-t-1-le-see-ial-behav±ex-he-ehserved--.-"J"hrs-vrew-----

is corroborated by Klapper 1,s findings concerning the effects 

of the mass media, 159 Furthermore, the motion picture attender 

was more likely to carry out this behavior if the person who 

evoked his emotional feelings resembled a film character. In 

addition to this, Hartma~ 60 found that film viewers who had 

experienced the behaviors they observed in movies were more 

likely to imitate the observed behavior than a viewer without 

that previous experience. 

As Sebald 161has said, "an individual. .perceives only 

if it reinforces his prior images." 

Last, Meyer's . h 162· d. t d researc ~n ~ca e that when a viewer 

saw a movie behavior that he felt was justified, he was more 

likely to copy that behavior than an action he believed to be 

unjustified. This finding was substantiated by Lefkowitz 

15 f1bid., p. 35. 

15 ~. T. Klapper, The Effects of Mass Communication, 
New York: The Free Press, 1960, p. 6. 

16~bid., pp. 280-288, 

16~. Sebald,"Limitations of Communications," Journal of 
Communications, XII (December, 1962) pp, 142-149. 

162rbid., pp. 1-176. 
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in his studies of the influence of a high status person on the 

b h . h 163 e av~or of at ers. 

Hence, research has shown that a broad range of behaviors 

may be modeled from films. These behaviors may be copied by 

viewers of various ages. Last, certain conditions seem to 

determine which viewers will model their behavior from a film. 

D. SUMMARY OF THE EFFECT OF FILMS 
ON CHILDREN AND ADULTS 

This entire section dealing with the effects of films on 

children and adults was included in the present report to illus-

trate the potential of films to influence attitude change, 

learning, and behavior modification. 

That films may produce these results was, of course, 

essential to this study. If films could have no impact upon 

the viewer, then there would have been.little need for a study 

of the stereotyping of the female in Walt Disney screenplays 

and films. 

The results of the research with films in changing 

attitudes pointed to several conditions of attitude change. 

First, the subject matter of the film did not appear to be a 

factor in influencing attitude change, In addition it was con-

eluded that films affected each individual in unique ways depen-

ding upon the viewer's background. His community, level in 

school, and racial or ethnic group affiliation loom large when 

discussinq a person's reaction to a film. 

1 63 M, Lefkowitz, R. Blake, and J, Manton, "Status Factors 
in Pedestrian Violation of Traffic Signalsf Journal of Abnormal 
and Social Psycholog~, LX (November, 1955), pp. 704-706, 
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Last, whether or not the film was intended to change 

attitudes was germane to the question of attitude alteration, 

The findings of studies dealing with cognitive learning 

resulted in the formulation of a set of generalizations about 

films and cognitive learning. To begin with, it was found that 

factual learning from movies decreased with increased advance-

ment in school. On the other hand, learning of higher level 

skills from films, such as the interpretation of data, continued 

to be constant throughout the learner's school experience. 

Last, it was discovered that retention of film learnings was 

relatively long-lived for ell age groups. 

In the·areas of social behavior and films, several sum­

mary statements were made, In the first place, ·~he scope of 

behaviors patterned from films was determined to be broad, In 

addition, the behaviors observed in films tended to be imitated 

by viewers of ell age groups. Last, certain conditions related 

to the viewer's background were seen to enhance the possibility 

that the film behaviors would be copied. 

Such conditions as the sex of the viewer related to the 

sex of the characters, the emotional state of the viewer and 

the film viewer's past experiences--all were germane to the pos­

sibility of the movie attender repeating the film behaviors. 

In conclusion, although films appear to be influential 

one must view possible changes in learning, attitude and behav­

ior with restraint. As Haskins commented when discussing the 

mass communications in general, "It seems clear, then, that 
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giving a person information--telling him the facts--does not 

'l • fl h • • • b h • II 164 necessar~ y ~n uence ~s op~n~ons or e av~or. 

16 ~. Haskins, "Factual Recall as a Measure of Advertising 
Effectiveness," Journal of Adverti~ing Research, VI, June 1966, 
pp. 2-8. 



III. THE FEMALE AS A DISCIPLINARIAN DR NOT 
A DISCIPLINARIAN 

Introduction 

It was hypothesized in Chapter I that Walt Disney 

screenplays and films portray the females as the disciplin-

arians of the children. This section 6f the report is con-

earned with an examination of the literature relevant to a 

study of the female as a disciplinarian. Experimental studies 

87 

which compare the female and male regarding the discipline role 

have been included. The research has been reviewed chrono-

logically. 

Clifford study. Clifford planned this research to de-

scribe the disciplinary process as it takes place in the home. 

One hundred twenty Minneapolis mothers, forty having children 

at each of three age levels (three, six and nine years) were 

divided within each group accoiding to the sex of their child. 

Data was gathered by interviewing the mothers, administering 

the Minnesota Scale of Parents Opinion to both parents, and 

administering a personality profile to the mothers. It was 

concluded that mothers were most frequently responsible for 

discipline. Mothers corrected children 72 per cent of the 

time. 
165 

Fathers participated to a minimal extent--12 per cent. 

16~Edward Clifford, Discipline in The Home: A Controlled 
Observational St.!d.EL'Lof Parental Practices (unpublished Doctor's 
dissertation, University of Minnesota, .1957), pp. 1-263. 



1. 

j 

1 

j 

\ 

\ 
1 

88 

Several weakn'esses of the study should be noted. For 

example, the only major variable controlled in the study was 

sex. r~atching or randomization would have afforde.d great·er 

equalization of subjects. The validity and reliability of 

the interview schedule were not determined. Thus, data col-

lected may reflect the "Halo Effect.'' No statistical treatment 

was applied to the data. On the other hand, standardized in-

struments of established reliability provided data. 

This study, however, is related to the hypothesis under 

study, for it furnishes evidence that the female is the dis-

ciplinarian in the home. 

Holt studv. Investigating family life correlates of 

social behavior, Holt chose fifteen girls and fifteen boys from 

the upper middle class and of superior intelligence attending 

nursery school in Indianapolis for the subjects of this study. 

The dependent measure was parent interview records. Records 

of individual interviews with the parents were rated on seven-

teen scales measuring current socialization practices. Two to 

four raters assessed all the material. A conference method 

was used to assign final ratings when raters disagreed. It 

was concluded that regardless of the sex of the child, mothers 

were rated higher than fathers on withdrawal of love, isolation, 

. 166 
and physical punishment techniques applied to the ch~ldren. · 

166 sess Gene Holt, Some Family Life Correlates of Social 
Behavior in Young Children (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, 
Purdue University, 1960), pp. 1-227. 
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Limitations of the study would include the fallowing: 

(1) Holt worked with a small select sample making his results 

89 

limited to upper-middle class parents of superior children. 

(2) The validity and reliability of the interview schedule was 

not determined by the investigator. (3) The interrater reli-

ability of the judges was nat established. (4) The conference 

me'Efioa was aepenaeat:fjSon~tne researcnist-;-tnis metnoa can 

be highly subjective. 

The results of the study were as hypothesized in the 

present research. Halt's finding concerning the female as 

disciplinarian corresponds to that of the study above. 

Platt stud~. The Inventory of Family Life and Attitudes 

was mailed to 680 parents of adolescents enrolled at the 

Devereux Schaal, a suburban Philadelphia residential treatment 

center specializing in the treatment of behavior and educe-

tional adjustment problems. The IFLA, a single composite atti-

tude instrument of twenty-three scales was constructed for use 

with parents and adolescents. Of the 680 parents, 616 (90 per 

cent) cooperated in the study by filling aut the inventory. 

The fallowing criteria was adapted far selecting the parent--

subjects from those who did return the completed inventory: 

(a) upper socioeconomic level; (b) absence of primary organic 

involvement in the child at the school, and (3) intact family 

structure. The final group of subjects included 108 couples. 

This 

than 

study found fathers to be significantly more authoritarian 

167 mothers. 

161
Henry Platt, "Attitudes of 

Emotionally Disturbed Adolescents,'' 
(March, 1962), pp. 117-121. 

Nothers and Fathers of 
Child Development, XXIII 



90 

The Platt study revealed a number of strengths with 

regard to research methodology. Platt controlled the factors 

of socioeconomic status, sex and intelligence by his selection 

procedure. The IFLA is a modified form of the Parent Attitude 

Research Instrument, which is a standardized measure. There is 

an adequate correlation between the instruments. The high 

------+-~---ret-oTn-th-a·t-P±at·t-re·c·e-±ve·d-±n-a-mai-l-que-st-±o·nn·a-±re---s·to-dy-w-a·s·--~---

exceptional, since at best,· a researcher can expect returns as 

168 low as 50 or 60 per cent. The high return response allows 

for valid generalizations to be made to similar populations. 

This investigation is allied to a st~dy of the female 

as a disciplinarian. For this particular sample the male was 

the authority figure in the home. 

Jennings study. The data was drawn from a self-adminis-

tared questionnaire taken by almost 20,000 high school students 

selected at random on a national basis. Of the Negro respon-

dents, 19 per cent were children of unskilled or domestic 

workers, and 4 per cent skilled workers; thirty per cent re-

sided in the South. Fifty-three per cent lived in cities of 

over 100,000 population, The whites were children of parents 

less likely to be southern, poorly educated, big city residents, 

and in low-status occupations, Four per cent of the Negro 

subjects stated that decisions about discipline were made by 

the husband and 37 per cent said the discipline decisions were 

made by the wife. White subjects reported the 7 per cent of 

16
fkerlinger, op. cit., p. 397. 
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the;J·e drocision.s were made by husbands while 28 per cent were 

169 
made by mothers. 

Jennings' use of a national rendom sample gives his 

results wide application. Further, his partitioning of the 

sample by race added an aspect of co~trol missing in studies 

above. It seems unfortunate that the reliability and validity 

----------,.of-nis measuring instruments were not deter~mrrll-:.------------

In addition to the ccrroboration which this study sup~ 

plies to the hypothesis under investigation, it adds another 

aspect to the scope of this review. Black women in the sample 

tend to make more decisions about child discipline than any 

other group studied by Jennings. 

Heinstein study. A study concerned with child rearing 

practices of parents selected at random with young children 

under six was undertaken in Contra Costa County, California. 

An open-ended questionnaire on child rearing practices was 

employed to collect the data. Results of statistical analysis 

of the data showed that mothers were significantly more puni-

170 
tive than fathers.·· 

162: 
M. Kent Jennings and R. G. Niemi, "Patterns of 

Political Learning,'' Harvard Educational Review, XXXVIII 
(January, 1968), pp. 443-467. 

170 
-Martin Heinstein, Child Rearing in California. A Study 

of Mothers with Young Children. California State Department of 
Public Health, Berkeley, October, 1965, p. 64. 
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Although the reliability and validity of the dependent 

measure was not established, there were a number of positive 

aspects of this study. By employing the open-end questionnaire 

the researchist achieved flexibility, depth, rapport and co-

operation from the subjects. Further, his sample population 

permits generalization to most liletropolitan areas, whereas the 

random selection of subjects controlled major factors of sub-

ject.variance. 

In a very real way, this study adds the weight of results 

of tests of statistical significance to the finding that females 

are the disciplinarians in the family. Certainly, another 

important finding is that the greatest amount of discipline in 

the case of adolescents is inner-directed control. 

Droppleman study. This experimenter selected two 

groups--eighty-five boys, and eighty girls in grade seven of 

a suburban Catholic school near.Bethesda, Maryland--as subjects. 

A parent behavior inventory consisting of twenty-six scales was 

administered anonymously to both groups in the school auditor-

ium. Separate but identical forms for fathers and mothers 

were administered in counterbalanced order in a single testing 

session. The reliability of the scales had a median reliability 

of .76. The data clearly demonstrated that the sex of the par­

ent and the sex of the child interact in varied ways. The 

resclts indicated that the same-sex parent is more controlling 

than the opposite-sex parent. The data suggested that the 



same-sex parent tended to _use more direct methods of control 

171 
than the opposite-sex parent.· · 

Even though a highly selective sample that allowi gen-

93 

eralization to only Catholic seventh graders was utilized, and 

the reliability of the inventory was determined while its 

validity was not, this study injects a new element into the 

----------"'s"t.,u'-"dy_o_f_the-f'"'maJoe-as--a-d-±sc±pj_-±~ia n : 'fn e p o s sib il it y that 

the same-sex parent is the mentor was established by this work. 

Hoffman study. The sample here consisted of twelve, 

middle-class and ten, working-class families in Detroit having 

a child in attendance at a half-day nursery school. The parent 

data were obtained from interviews in which the parent gave a 

fully detailed account of a day's interactions with the child. 

The findings provide support for the authoritarianism of the 

middle-class mother and the lower-class fathers. It was also 

suggested that middle-class norms regarding the marital rela-

tionship may be somewhat more equalitarian than the lower-class 

norms, with the wife's personality having somewhat more pervasive 

172 
effects than that of the husband.· 

17l Leo Droppleman, ''Days' and Girls' Reports of Maternal 
and Paternal Behavior,'' Journal of Abnormal and Social PsychologY. 
LXVII (December, 1963), p. 653. 

172
Martin L. Hoffman, "Personality, Family Structure, and 

Social Class as Antecedents of Parental Power Assertion,'' 
Child Develonment, XXXIV (December, 1963), p. 882. 



Although the social class variable w·as adequately 

handled, a number of improvements would have strengthened 

this study: ( 1) a controlled set of questions; ( 2) deter.;. 

mining the validity and reliability of the interviews; ( 3) 

random selection of the sample group; and (4) applying an 

inferential statistical analysis to the data. 

----:--------___ern spite of-'f~Iacl<0f design sophistication, this 

research is applicable to the present study as the finding 

94 

suggests that social class factors play a role in determining 

the sex of the disciplinarian. 

5altzstein study. In an investigation of parent dis-

cipline and the child's moral development, seventh graders in 

the Detroit metropolitan area were studied. A sample of 444 

included 146 middle-class boys, 124 middle-class girls, ninety-

one lower-class boys and eighty-three lower-class girls. Inter-

views ware conducted with a subsample consisting of 129 middle-

class mothers and seventy-five middle-class fathers. No inter-

views were conducted with parents of the children from the lower 

class because of the apprehension of school officials. The 

pattern of findings in the middle class reveals the frequent 

use of power assertion by the mother. In contrast to the 

mothors, no significant findings were obtained for middle-class 

fathers. The foremost finding for the lower class is that the 
173 

father is more often tho ultimate disciplining agent.·· 

l73Herbert .D. 5altzstein and Martin L. Hoffman, ''Parent 
Discipline and the Child's Moral Development,'' Journal of 
Parso'lSJ.li...ty and Social Psycholooy, V (January, 1967), p. 53. 



When examining the.Saltzsiein study, the present 

investigator found that the drawing of conclusions about the 

lower class when parent interview data is. incomplete seems 

unwarranted. While the sample is large enough to allow for 

generalization of results to other metropolitan seventh 

graders, only the sex and socioeconomic level were among the 

--------•-----------r~·~tro~lea variaoles, F~naTiy, tne validity and reliability 

of the dependent measure were neglected, 

In that this study corroborates the Hoffman study, it 

is important in noting a tre~d in the disciplining of adoles­

cents. This replication provides increased confidence in the 

finding that middle-class mothers and lower-class fathers act 

as the family disciplinarians. 

95 

Eisenberg study, Children's perceptions of their parents 

and other adults were assessed by means of a ques~ionnaire 

developed for this purpose by Eisenberg. The items employed 

were trial tested in a pilot study. All questions required 

the subject ta make a forced choice. Each child was interviewed 

individually in his room, back yard or living room by one of 

the investigators. There were ninety-six subjects interviewed 

for this study (twenty-five six-year old boys, twehty-two 

six-year old girls, twenty-two ten-year old boys, and twenty­

seven ten-year old girls). The subjects were selected from two 

middle-class suburban areas and from a middle-class residential 

area of a non-metropolitan small city. Of the 111 parents con­

tacted through the use of a combination of city and telephone 
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Sebald study, The hypotheses of this researchist were 

tested on a sample of 578 male students attending four different 

high schools in Colu~bus, Ohio. The lower-middle and upp~r­

lower classes comprised 435 subjects. ~inety-one students 

were from the middle-middle class, and fifty-two subjects were 

from the upper-middle and lower-upper class. School authorities 

provided a place and time for the completion of a questionnaire--

the dependent measure, Th~ split-half reliability of the instru-

ment was found to be ·.97; the pretesting provided for en item 

analysis, It was found that tha higher the socioeconomic status 

of the father or the mother, the lower the father's degree of 

participation in the disciplining of the children.17~ 

Since a large sample including the entire socioeconomic 

spectrum was employed, generalizations to most groups of high 

school students is possible. This is an important strength of 

the study. Further, rigorous effort was made to assure tha 

reliability and objectivity of the questionnaire, even though 

its validity was not ascertained, Finally, the testing proce-

dures were standardized, 

Sebald's finding thus appear most pertinent to the work 

at hand, since in an investigation of the female's role as 

disciplinarian, data concerning interaction between the male's 

role and socioeconomic status·is of import. 

175
Hans Sebald, ''Parent-Peer Control and Masculine­

Marital Role Perceptions of Adolescent Boys,'' Social Science 
Quarterly, XLIX (June, 1968), p. 231. 
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Hervey study. This research was part of a Head Start 

research project. The parents (251 women and 185 men) of 

Detroit Head Start children were asked whether br not th~y 

would punish their children for certain behaviors. The ques-

tions were administered in a questionnaire format, The parents 

of this group were primarily Negros and mainly of the lower 

socioeconomic level. It was concluded that punishment varies 

substantially with sex and "socioeconomic class. Men, particu-

larly in the lower socioeconomic classes, punished significantly 

more than the women, Clear significant differences were not 

observable among the other socioeconomic levels under exam­

. t. 17.6 J.na 1on. 

The sample was stratified to investigate reactions 

involving sex and socioeconomic levels. Random selection of 

subjects affords application of results to most Head Start par-

ents. However, the validity and reliability of the questionnaire 

was not determined. 

Another study which verifies the interaction of sex and 

social class in relation to discipline is relevant to the 

present exploration. It points to the fact that the female's 

role as disciplinarian, in all probability, is in direct rela-

tionship to her socioeconomic level. The higher the socio-

economic level, the more she disciplines the children. 

i76 
· -sarah D. Hervey, A Note on Punishment Patterns in 

Parents of Preschool Children, Report Number Three. Merrill­
Palmer Institute, Detroit, Michigan, pp. 1-13. 
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d.l!.ffr~r studv. Juffer planned his study to explore the 

influence of parental direction and support on children's 

originality. Sixty Iowa family triads composed of a father, 

mother and their eight-year old child were observed in five 

laboratory situations. Parental directive and supportive acts 

initiated toward the child were recorded by the investigators. 

The Torrance Minnesota Tests of Creative Tninl<ing were ao"m"i"n~~,;-·~-~~~-'-

stared to the child following the last observational period. 

The children were classified into high, middle and low origin-

ality levels according to their scores on the two measures. 

Parental direction had no significant influence on the child's 

originality as measured by the [·'1TCT. The father's role ~Jas 

significantly more directive than the mother's at each observa­

tion period,l77 

While no attempt was made by Juffer to control the major 

variables or obtain interjudge reliability measures, the results 

seem applicable to parents of children attending most university 

laboratory schools. The effort to achieve an unobtrusive 

measure through observatio~ was a significant departure f~om 

the studies employing questionnaires. 

The finding that the fathers were more directive than 

tho mothers is apropos to the present experiment. This is the 

first work to report the upper-middle class father as more 

directive than the upper-middle class mother. 

171
virginio Mahannah Juffer, §ocialization of Children 

\"ith Var'fin<' Levels of Dri<,inalii.\L;.. P1n !\nalysis of Parent-Child 
Jnteraction (unpublished Doctor's dissertation,. Iowa State 
University, 1969), pp. 1-179. 
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Davis study, The purpose of this research was to 

investigate some parental antecedents of childrens' locus of 

control beliefs. The sample consisted of thirty Kansas family 

groups composed of a father, mother and son aged eleven or 

twelve. One-half of these boys had an internal orientation 

(believed that reinforcement was contingent upon one's own 

(felt that reinforcement is independent of behavior). Each 

fomily group was asked to perform together on one task. In 

the task, each family member responded privately to a question-

naira concerning various problem situations in family living, 

After this had been done, the family was confronted with several 

items on which they had made differing responses and asked to 

discuss end reach a decision agreeable to each member. Obser-

vations were made of the process and outcome of decision making, 

including such things as number of times ~poken by each member, 

to whom these messages were directed, and humber of decisions 

won by each member. Fathers of externals exerted significantly 

more pressure on the child to comply to his position, and in 

this way were significantly more controlling of the child's 

behavior than parents of internals, 178 

Even though Davis devised a unique design by combining 

one reactive measure with two nonreactive measures, there were 

some weaknesses in his work. Obtaining interrater reliability 

178 
· 'William L, Davis, Parental Antecedents of Children's 

Locus of Control (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Kansas 
State University, 1969), pp. 1-198. 
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checks for the nonreactive measures and determining the 

validity and reliability of the reactive test would have pro-

vided more rigorous control of the measurement. Socioeconomic 

class, which has been a major factor in the discipline research, 

was not handled. Finally, the sample was so selective that it 

limits generalization. Nonetheless, this exploration is allied 

----+--~--t-o-th·e-p-re-s-ent-s-ttJdy-a-s-it-wa-s-th-e---f-±-rst-t-o-bri-ng-f-or-t-h-t-he------

I 
1 

locus of control variable. , Locus of control appears to inter-

act with the sex of the parent in determining which parent is 

the disciplinarian. 

f:verhart study. It was Everhart's intent to explore 

the effectiveness of mothers and fathers as social reinforcing 

agents for their preschool children. The subjects were forty 

boys and forty girls, aged five to six years, and one of their 

parents. All of the subjects were drawn randomly from a pool 

of fa~ilies who were interested in cooperating in the study. 

The data were collected, using a variation of the Gewirtz and 

FRr Marble-in-the-Hole-Game. The subject's reactions during 

the game were monitored on closed circuit television. The 

behaviors were recorded by an observer. It was concluded that 

there was no sign~ficant difference between mothers and fathers 

as social reinforcing agents in regard to the behaviors of the 

h 1 h "l' 179 prase DO- c ~ oren. 

l79 Ja"1es D. Everhart, The Relative Effe_ctiveness _Q.f 
~others and Fathers as Social Reinforcino Adents with Preschool 
Children (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, University of North 
Carolina, 1971), pp. 1-BG. 
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The use of a standardized nonreactive measure was a 

valuable asset in this study. It had reliability and valid-

ity. Further, the random assignment gave this study control 

over major variables that was not provided by many studies 

reviewed in this section of the present work. However, employ-

ment of the closed circuit television may have produced 

"reactive effects" to tfie experimental equipment~.-.------------

The fact that the researchist reported no differences 

between mothers and fathers as disciplinarians is germane to 

the present investigation, This was the first study in the 

section that resulted in such a conclusion. 

Erlich study. This study investigated the question: 

''Has parental discipline been permissive?'' The results were 

based on a national sample of 2000 tenth through twelfth graders 

randomly selected to match 1960 census distributions for sex, 

grade in school, residence and geographic region. Although the 

differences were not large, fathers tended to be stricter than 

mothers. Fathers gave more direction to sons than they did to 

daughters; 
180 

no differences were found for mothers. 

The national, stratified, randomly-selected sample per-

mits the application of the results to parents of tenth 

through twelfth graders in the nation, Randomization afforded 

lBOA; C. Erlich, Parent-Child Int~ractions, Purdue 
University, Lafayette, Indiana Measurement and Research C~ntsr, 
May, 1971: A paper Presented at the Canadian Guidance and 
Counseling Association Convention, Toronto, June 2 1 1971. 
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control of all major factors. Validity and reliability of the 

questionnaire waz not determined. 

This experiment is germane to an investigation of-the 

stereotyping of the female as the family disciplinarian. Socia-

economic class, which has been demonstrated by the foregoing 

research to be an important variable in home discipline, has 

been adequately handled by this study. This investigator found 

that the father was stricter than the mother when all social 

classes were included in an investigation. 

Summary of the Female as a Disciplinarian 
or Not a Disciplinarian 

The findings of the studies concerned with the question 

of the female as a disciplinarian tended to revolve about two 

interacting characteristics: (1) the sex of the parent, and 

(2) the socioeconomic level of the family. 

In the nursery-preschool years, the social class of the 

family loomed large in determining the disciplinarian of the 

children. The father in the lower class puni~hed t~e children 

more often than the mother did. This is probably due to the 

fact that most lower-class families are not far removed from a 

rural heritage. According to Hodge}
81

the family ~subscribes to 

such 'patriarchal' values as husband-father dominance and wife-

child subservience." 
182 

The investigations of Hoffman and 

Herve} 83 corroborated this view of father dominance. 

181Harold M. Hodges, Jr., Peninsula People, San Jose, 
California: Spartan Bookstore, 1964, p. 13. 

182 Ibid., p. 882. 181bid., p. 1-13. 
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In direct contrast to this father-dominance was the 

finding that the middle-class mother is the parent who admini­

stered punishment to the child. This was substantiated by 

H lt
184 

d H · · 185 d . b bl . d . h H d 186 a an e1nste1n , an 1s pro a y ue to w at a gas 

termed the "democratic--companionship" of the middle-class 

family, coupled with the fact that the middle-class mother is 

more likely to be at home with the children during the nursery 

school years than is her lower-class counterpart. 

When the disciplining of the elementary child was con-

sidered, an interesting reversal occurred in the middle class. 

Suddenly, the father emerged as the most directive of the two 

parents. Davies
187 

supported this view along with Juffer188 and 

E . b 189 H 190 " · . h 1sen erg. edges reports that in the pr1mary years, t e 

child 1 s 1 education, 1 1 school performance, 1 and 1 academic compe-

tence' are the most focal of the middle-class father's concerns." 

This preoccupation of the middle-class father with his child's 

education probably explains this shift in middle-class family 

disciplinarian role. During the elementary school years,'the 

lower-class father remained the disciplinarian in the family. 

Finally, wl1en one considered the adolescent and parental 

discipline, Sebold 1 s1 9l statement that "the higher the socio­

economic status of the father, the lower the father's degree 

of participation in the disciplining of the adolescent" was 

verified by the studies of this section. In research dealing 

184 Ibid., p. 22 6. 185 Ibid., p. 64. 
186 Ibid., p. 

18 7Ibid., P• 189. 188 Ibid., p. 120. 189 Ibid., p. 

l9°Ibid., p. 13 l9libid., p. 231. 

13. 

203. 



made the discipline decisions. The finding 
196 

the Sebald theory. also corresponded to 

Saltzstein
198 

termed the middle-class mother as the discipliner-

----+------i:an-of-the-ch-i-rdren,-=,---c----------~----------------

Perhaps the middle-class father's career role as pro-

fessional, independent businessman or corporate employee is the 

most demanding at about the same time his children reach adoles-

cence, This would explain the shift back to the mother as the 

middle-class family discip.linarian. 

Therefore, it can be concluded that in the mlddle-class 

home the mother is the disciplinarian during the child's pre­

school experience, Once the child enters school, the father 

assumes the role of· disciplinarian until the child reaches adol-

escence, At that time, the mother once again emerges as the 

disciplinarian. 

In contrast to this, the lower-class father begins as 

the disciplinarian and remains in that role throughout the 

child's life in the home. 

192
Ibid., p. 53. 

193
Ibid., P• 231. 

194
Ibid. 

195
Ibid., p. 443. 196 Ibid., p. 231. 

197 Ibid., p. 444. 198 Ibid., p. 53. 
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IV. THE FE~IALE AS PASSIVE OR AGGRESSIVE 

Introduction 

That Walt Disney screenplays and films picture the 

females as passive has been hypothesized above. This section 

----+---------,crf~he present report- reviews tile lTterature pe-r-tinent to this 

hypothesis. The research reports are arranged chronologically 

in relation to their publication dates • 

. Toigo studv. Three male experimenters used the "guess­

who'' technique to obtain information relative to a given child's 

level of classroom aggression. A sample of thirty-eight third­

grade classrooms wore visited by the examiners in a semi-rural 

county in upstate New York. The examiners administered the 

peer-rating aggression instrument to a complete class. Standard­

ized methods of test administration wore used with each group. 

For each examiner, five classes were selected at random from 

among those visited in tho field period. In each of the 

selected classes, seven boys and seven girls were then chosen 

randomly. Two scores for each child were used. A child's two 

scores l'lere the p'ercentage of boy judges who chose tho child on 

the aggressive items and the percentage of girl judges who chose 

the child on the ten aggressive items. Significant findings 
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were obtained with respect to the sex of the child being judged. 

B . d h. h . . th · 1 199 oys race~ve ~g er aggress~on scores an g~r s. 

Random assignment equated the subjects on the possible 

experimental variables, while standardized measurement proce-

dures afforded testing objectivity. In addition, the socio-

metric method used was simple, naturalistic and flexible. 

----+------I:Jnf-orton-at·at-yoloigo acceptea ra'fner 'fnan tested the reliability 

1 

1 
j 

and validity of his instruments. 

In a study of the passive aggressive nature of females 

Toigo's findings are applicable. He discovered that third-grade 

subjects attribute more aggression to males than they do to 

females. 

Buss study. Buss recruited subjects for introductory 

psychology classes. The data of 160 subjects were used in the 

experiment. Forty subjects were placed in each of four groups. 

There ware twenty men and twenty women per group, and half the 

subjects hod a male victim and the other half, a female victim. 

The subject in both experimental and control groups was told 

that his goal was to teach the victim a concept. There were 

three incentives for the subject: proving his ability as a 

teacher, earning money if the subject learned quickly, or ob-

taining a better grade in a college course when the victim 

demonstrated rapid learning. The victim, an accomplice of the 

19 iRomolo Toigo, Leopold Walder, Leonard Eron and 
Monroe Lefkowitz, ''Examiner Effect in the Use of a Near Socio­
Metric Procedure in Third Grade Classrooms,'' Psvchological 
Reports, XI (December, 1962}, p. 785. 
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experimenter, provided the mode of frustration--inability to 

learn. An "aggression machine" was employed in the experiment. 

When the victim failed to provide a correct response in the 

learning sequence, the·subject delivered a shock. The subject 

controlled the duration and intensity ·of the shock. The 

delivery of shock by the subject was. labeled aggression. The 

shock~ administered. This was the dependent measure. The 

results revealed that the men were significantly more aggressive 

than the women.zoo 

Certain limitations in the Buss design must be noted when 

considering this work. First, the sample appears to be selective 

affording generalization only to college students in intrbductory 

psychology classes who volunteer for experiments. Second, dis-

regard of randomization or matching left the subjects unequated 

on major variables. Next, no baseline for subject aggressive-

ness was established. Finally, the use of the ''aggression 

machine" may have set the "HavJthorne Effect" in operation. How-

ever, the fact that men proved more agsressive than women is 

related to the study, since it was hypothesized in this work 

that women are not pictured as aggressive in Walt Disney films. 

Thomrson stu~. An experiment to study aggression habit 

patterns and sex role was conducted by Thompson. One hundred 

eighteen men and one hundred eighteen women attending the 

200 ·Arnold H. Buss, '1 Physical Aggression in Relation to 
Different Frustrations, 11 Journal of Abnor~ral end Soci~l Psycholoov, 
LXVII (July, 1963), p. 1. 
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University of Southern California participated in the study. 

The subjects were randomly assigned to two conditions of the 

experiment. Those subjects assigned to the ''high anger insti-

gation'' condition answered a set of ten personality test items 

that differed significantly in anger-arousing potential from 

another set of ten comparable items administered to subjects 

i-n-n-ro~J anger inst~gation" cond~t~on. All subjects were shown 

a set of eighteen slides depicting scenes that could be inter-

preted as anger arousing. Subjects were told to record briefly 

how they thought the slide figures felt. These responses were 

scored for presence of words with hostile, angry, and aggres-, 

~ive connotations. It was found that the attitude toward anti-

social aggression was related to sex, 

cantly more aggressive attitudes than 

men manifesting 

201 women. 

signifi-

Thompson completed e rigorously controlled study. It 

included randomization and pretesting to establish a baseline 

of aggressive attitudes. The results could be generalizable to 

most private colleges similar to the University of Southern 

California. On the other hand, grouping the subjects in "high 

anger'' end 11 lovJ anger 11 sections may have caused regression to 

the mesn. In uddition, use of a control group and establishment 

of the validity and reliability of the measure would have added 

power to the study. 

2.0.1'Er:i.r:: G. Thor.1pson, An Exoor-i~~1entnl Studv of Aggression 
ll~bit Patterns and So:: Role (unDL!blished Doctor's dissertation, 
Ur-;-ivorsity o~c South8rn Culiforni,, 1965), pp. 1-118. 
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An investigation indicating that males manifested more 

aggressive attitudes is pertinent to a study of females as 

passive or aggressive. In comparison to the aggressive male, 

the female may indeed appear passive. 

t~allick stud.)L. In an investigation of the catharsis of 

aggression, thirty male and eighteen female third-grade children 

in a middle-class public school were selected randomly from the · 

total third-grade population and assigned to treatment condi­

tions randomly. Two sixth-grade children, one boy and one girl, 

were selected as confederates. There were two treatments--frus-

tration and nonfrustration. In the frustration condition, the 

confederate nclumsily'' prevented the subject from completing 

five simple block construction tasks. The experimenter had 

promised the subject a nickel for each task completed in a limi­

ted time period. The confederate also interspersed his inter-

ference with a predetermined set of sarcastic remarks. In the 

nonfrustration condition, the confederate helped subjects to 

complete the tasks, and no reward was promised or given. In the 

next experimental phaae, each subject was shown his partner 

(same confederate) sitting outside the room with his hands in 

contact with electric wires. The experimenter told the subject 

he could push a button and thus administer shocks to the con­

federate; no limit was set on the number of shocks that could be 

given. Subjects in the frustrating condition were told they 

could thus ''get evan.'' There were no significant sex differ­

ences in behavioral expression of aggression toward frustrators. 
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In a permissive situation where they were assured they could 

not be detected, girls behaved just as aggressively as the 

'202 boys. · ·· 

111 

Rigorous control of variables were achieved by utilize-

tion of random assignment and a control group. Hm·Jever, the 

sample group in this experiment may have been too small to 

maRe n; matliemat-icariy possioie tor statisTical----signiYlcant 

differences to be obtained.· Further, the experimental shock 

apparatus may have caused ''reactive effects'' to experimental 

equipment. 

Mallick's interpretation of the finding of no sex dif-

ferences in aggression has an important bearing upon the present 

investigation. He proposed that the female will act as aggres-

sively as the male when she feels she is not being observed. 

Dorman study. The investigator set out to examine the 

expression of aggression by preschool children in two Head Start 

schools in Quincy and Lynn, Massachusetts. The atmosphere of 

the two Quincy classrooms was one of general permissiveness 

during free play at which time obser~ations were made. There 

were nine boys and four girls in one room and eight boys and 

six girls in the other. The Lynn population was more restricted, 

working at their desks, nnd often engaged in specific tasks. 

The make-up of one room was six boys and four girls. The other 

had six boys and nina girls. The children were seen individu-

ally 1-1ithin the classrooms. Each child 1-1as asked to respond to 

~02 . . 
··shnhbaz !(han Plall:tck and Boyd R. ~lcCandless, "A Study 

of Catharsis of Aggression, 11 J9urnul of Personality und Social 
rJsycholoqv, IV (PJovcrobor, 1%6), p. 595. 
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three social situations depicted by dolls and drawings. The 

situation could elicit an aggressive or a non-aggressive or a 

non-responsive react~on. After all the children had been 

tested about the social situations, they played a block game 

in pairs. No attempt was made to equate the children. Any 

tvJo children ~1ho volunteered were allowed to play. The experi-

another measure of overt aggression, all teachers were asked 

to rank order ·the children in terms of aggression displayed in 

the classrooms. The correlation between the experimenter's 

rating of aggression and the rankings from the teachers was 

,20. The results revealed that girls in Quincy expressed sig-

nificantly more aggression than did the boys. In tho pooled 

sample no significant differences were found between the 

203. sexes. 

The findings of the study are applicable to Head Start 

children. Nonetheless, there were some design limitations: 

(1) due to school differences, the testing period extended over 

a longer period of time in Quincy; (2) history and maturation 

may hove differed for the t\cJo groups; (3) the variance in ag-

gression for the Quincy girls may have been due to the effect 

of the differences in classroom environment which was not held 

const2nt; (4) no attempt vJas rna de to estcJblish the validity or 

20·3.Lynn H. Dorman, The E><prC.§Eion of •\narression in Pre­
School Children. Head Start Evaluntion and Research Center, 
IJoston University, 1967. 



113 

reliability of tho situational pictures; end finally, (5) the 

interjudgo reliability was low. In spite of the above dif­

ficulties, it is important that Dorman found that given ~per­

missive atmosphere, girls expressed more aggression than did 

boys. This is vital data which relates to a study of the female 

as passive or aggressive in Walt Disney screenplays and films. 

Ta11lor stu~. This study investigated the relative 

aggressiveness of male and female subjects to male and female 

opponents in a competitive, aggressive confrontation in which 

the winner could inflict pain upon the loser. The subjects 

ware twenty-four undergraduates, equally divided between the 

sexes, who were enrolled in an introductory psychology course 

at the University of Massachusetts. The apparatus used in the 

experiment consisted of the subject's task board, the investi­

gator's monitciring board, and an AC constant current electo­

stimulator. Half the subjects in each group ware informed that 

their opponent was a male and the other half that their opponent 

was a female. Each subject was told that he was competing on a 

task of reaction time with a subject in an adjoining room whom 

he would not see or meet. He was instructed to adjust a switch 

at the beginning of each trial to store any of five intensity 

levels of shock which he wished his opponent to receive. These 

shocks, he was informed, would be administered to his opponent 

at the end of a trial if he wote faster, while the subject 

would receive the shocks sat for him by his opponent if the 

latter were fester. Actually, there was no opponent. Wins and 
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losses, level of shock sat by tho opponent, and the correspond-

ing intensities of shock that were received were all programmed. 

It was discovered that males manifested significantly mora ag­

gressive behavior than did the females. 204 

Although Taylor's sample permits application of results 

to university psychology students similar to the sample group, 

it was smari anB-sBiec~ive. Furtner, no oasel~rur-level of------~~---

aggressiveness was determined. Finally, the elaborate experi-

mental equipment may have sat the "Hawthorne Effect'' in motion. 

Evan though the design could have bean improved upon, the find­

{ng that females reacted less aggressively than the males is 

relevant to the study of the passive or aggressive natura of 

females. Thus, Disney films may not be stereotyping the female 

in this respect. 

Semler studv. Twenty-five of forty-three, third-grade 

classrooms in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, were randomly selected to 

participate in the Semler experiment. Thera were 292 boys and 

275 girls studied. The Peer-Rate Index of Aaqression. was admin-

istered as o group test to the pupils in the classroom as part 

of the city-wide testing program. The aggression and success 

in aggression scares far each child ware obtained from the 

PRIA in which each child rated every other child in his class 

ZD4stuart P. Taylor and Seymour Epstein, ''.\ggrossion As 
a Function of the 1ntoroction of the Sex of the Aggressor and 
the Sex of the Victim,'' Journal of Personality, XXXV (September, 
1967), pp. 475-485. 
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on o series of items having to do with spBcific behaviors. 

205 
Significantly higher aggression scores resulted for the males. · 

Semler's work has a number of methodological strengths. 

To begin with, the random selection of the subjects in the 

investigation moke the results generalizable to most third 

graders in the L" 
naL.~on. Next, including the testing as part 

effects" to testing. Additionally, the use of sociometry pro-

vided a simple, economical and naturalistic method of data col-

lection, while the employment of an instrument of adequate valid-

ity and reliability provided additional soundness to this study. 

Due to its excellence, this research was highly pertinent 

to the present experiment; A finding that third-grade boys 

demonstrated greater aggression than third-grade girls is impor-

tant to an investigation of the stereotyping of the aggressive-

passive behavior of females. 

ShembBrg stur.LL.. The relationship between the adequacy 

of sex-role adjustment and the capac~ty to express aggression 

in a situation calling for on aggressivB response was investi-

gated by Shemberg. Four hundred introductory psychology students 

were tested, and from these individuals twenty men and twenty 

women were selected on the basis of their representing extreme 

205 rra J. Semler, Leonard D. Eron, Leonard J. Meyerson 
and James F. Williams, ''Relationship of Aggression in Third 
Grade Children to Csrtain Pupil Characteristics," Psychology in 
Schools, IV (January, 1967), pp. 85-08. 
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scores on the masculine-feminine dimension of the Guilford­

Zimmerman Temperament Survey. These subjects were divided 

equally into four groups, masculine male (MM), feminine female 

(FF), feminine male (FM), and masculine female (MF). The MM 

and FF groups represent adequate sex-role identification, while 

the FM and MF groups represent inadequate sex-role identifica-

----;c-----~·t-i-on-.~5ubjec-ts scoring at H1e ninet~eth percentile or above on 

the MF scale were placed in the MM or MF groups, while subjects 

who scored at the tenth percentile or below on this scale were 

assigned to the FF and FM groups. The order of participation 

of the forty subjects was randomized, Aggression was measured 

by an aggression machine. The subject was told that he would 

use the machine to teach a concept via reward and punishment. 

It was indicated that reward involved flashing a ''correct" 

light and that punishment involved the presentation of an 

electric shock each time the confederate made an error, The 

subject was then shown the shock buttons numbered one through 

ten on the machine. He was told he could vary the intensity of 

the shock from week (button one) to strong (button ten). The 

measure of aggression was the number on the button pushed. 

There were no significant differences attributable to sex or 

sex-role identification. However, the interaction between sox 

and sex-role identification was significant. The explanation 

that Shemberg gave is that those groups representing adequate 

sex-role adjustment are primarily conformists (i•Q• conforming 
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to cultural expectations for one's sex), while those groups 

representing inadequate sex~role identification are primarily 

nonconformists. 206 

While Shemberg did utilize a standardized instrument 

with determined validity and reliability which strengthened 

his study, he neglected employment of a pretest to determine 

a baseline level of aggression for the subjects. Furthermore, 

a means to equate the subjects on major variables was not used. 

Moreover, the electronic equipment may have induced ''reactive 

affects.'' Nonetheless, the finding of the interaction between 

sex and sex-role identification is relevant to an investigation 

of the female as passive or aggressive. The indication that 

those who conform to cultural expectations in aggression have 

adequate sex-role identity and those that do not conform to 

aggressive expectations do not have adequate sex-role identity 

is vital to the understanding of the stereotyping of the female 

as either psssive or aggressive. 

Feshbach study, Reactions of male and female adolescent 

pairs to a same-sex newcomer were observed by Feshbach as a 

means of assessing sex differences in aggressive behavior. The 

subjects in the exreriment ware seventh and eighth grade students 

attending a Los Angeles junior high school. The sample consisted 

206 ·K. M. Shemberg, S. Kaye Van Schoolandt and D. B. 
Sevonthal, ''Effects of Sox-Role Adjusti:Ient upon the Expression 
of Aggression, 11 Journal of Personality and Social Psycholog~, 
VIII (February, 1968), pp. 393-395. 
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of forty-two boys nnd forty-five girls. Tho students were 

divided into all-~alo and all-female triads •. The first two 

members of the group were judged by their teacher to be ''close 

friends.'' This judgment was subsequently verified by the 

children's own reports. During each experimental session, the 

subjects who had previously been categorized into friendship~ 

advised that they were going to solve social problems together 

and while there wore no correct or incorrect solutions, they 

were ultimately to arrive at a group decision for each problem. 

Following the presentation of three problems, the experimenter 

informed the original pair that she was also interested in 

observing the process by which an enlarged group of three mom-

bars would arrive at a common conclusion. A third member, the 

newcomer, was then brought into the room and intrbduced. Two 

problems similar in nature to the first three were then given 

to the triad to solve. Thus, the original group members partici-

pated in the discussion of five problems while the newcomers 

participated in tho solution of two. When the problem-solving 

phase of the experimental session was completed, rating scales 

were completed by the triads. Each subject was then asked to 

evaluate and rate each of tho other two group members. The 

e''perimontal results indicated that fen1ale friendship pairs dis-

played significantly more aggressive behaviors toward same-sex 

. h '. d . ~ 1 f . d 207 
strangers ~ an 01 pa1rs or ma e r1en s. 

201·1 F I b h -I'Or~a es1 ac , ~ox 
l£kJard f~etvcor:1crs ( unpubl ishect 
of CCJli fornia, Irvine, 1969), 

Differences in Adolescent Reactions 
Doctor 1 s dissertation, Univoisity 
pp. 1-265. 
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Dospite the eloborate experimental procedures utilized 

by Feshbach, additional strength could have been afforded this 

study by several means. For example, the use of randomiz~tion; 

realiability and validity checks performed on all of the instru­

mcnts (none were performed), es well as determining interrater 

reliability for the teachers' judgments--all would have added 

research respectability. 

In all fairness, how~ver, it must be noted that this 

investigator did compare judge ratings to student ratings. An 

additional strength was that "reactive effects'' to experimental 

equipment were avoided by the use of the sociometric technique. 

Finally, due to these procedures, the study findings may be 

applied to most urban junior high students. 

Feshbach 1 s study is germane to an investigation of the 

aggressive or passive nature of females. The finding that pairs 

of females are more hostile to a stranger than pairs of males 

is important to the subject under examination. 

Shortell study. Middle and upper-middle class, sixth 

~rode children from Norwalk, Connecticut, (twenty-four boys, 

twenty-four girls) were told that they were competing in a 

reaction time experiment against either a boy or a girl in 

another room. Following each contest, the slower person would 

receive a loud tone, tho level of which was selected by the 

faster person. In reality thore was no opponent and the sub­

jects' win-loss ratio and tone level were both determi~ed by 

the experimenter. Tho subject \vas informed that he was to press 
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one. of tho noise level switches on his pnm~l 11ft10r trials on 

which he had 11 faster reaction time than his opponent. If he 

had a slower reaction time, he was told that he would reteive 

whatever noise level the opponent set before the trial. It 

was found that male subjects set signific11ntly higher noise 

1 1 h b
. 208 

eves tan female su Jects. ·· 

Whereas this was a novel modification of the traditional 

electric shock experiment, ~ts major variables were not equated 

by design planning. Furthermore, the ''Hawthorne Effect'' may 

have been induced by the unique experimental equipment. Fin-

ally, no baseline indication was determined for the subject's 

aggressive level. Notwithstanding, Shortell.'s study relates to 

the present research. It corroborates findings of several 

investigations reported in the foregoing pages indicating that 

males are more aggressive than females. 

Haokiewicz studv. Sixty.second-grade children enrolled 

in a New York metropolitan area school served as subjects in 

an experiment. Hapkiewicz studied the effect of aggressive 

cartoons on children's interpersonal pl11y. In order to control 

for prior associations and to maximize the probability of eg-

gression, subjects were randomly assigned to same-sex pairs. 

Each pair of children was randomly assigned to one of three 

208 Jamcs R. Shortell and Henry Biller, ''Aggression in 
Children as a Function of Sex of Subject and Sex of Opponent,'' 
Develonro,ntCJl Fs.,Y.chologv, III (FebruCJ:r.y, 197D),p. 143. 
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groups. The three treatment conditions included presentation 

of: (1) on aggressive cartoon, (2) a nonaggressive cartoon 

and (3) no cartoon. Only one pair of subjects was tested at a 

time. As soon as the subjects had seen the films, the children 

were asked if they would like to sea another movie. All sub-

jects responded eagerly and were taken to an adjacent testing 

room. Upon ente~ing the room, the experimenter said, "I have a 

lot of work to do so I will be very busy. But, while I'm work-

ing, you can watch the moviG." The experimenter then pointed to 

a single peep~hole in a box. The researchist started the movie 

end sat with his back to the subjects. The subjects' inter-

actions were video-tape recorded by a hidden camera. The para­

digm maintained continuous frustration between the children as 

they vied for access to the peep-hole. In order to ra_te the 

children's behavior each video tapa recording was shown twice. 

A different child was rated on each showing with an independent 

judge and the experimenter rating the behaviors. Males exhibited 

significantly more aggression than the girls. 209 

The Hapkiewicz study had many design strGngths. To begin 

with, the random assign1nent of the subjects controlled for the 

initial variability of the subjects, making the results applic~ 

able to many urban second graders. Besides this, by use of the 

209
waltor G. Hopkiewicz and Aubrey H. Rodin, The Effect 

of l\qnressive Cw:rtoons: Children 1 s Intergersonal Pluy, a Paper 
presented at the Annucl Meeting of the A1::erican Educational 
Research AssociBtion, New York, New York, (February, 1971). 
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video tape equipment to obtain an unobtrusive measure, the 

researcher eliminated the need for validity end reliability 

measures of o test, Lastly, the experimenter established inter-

rater reliability with an independent judge. The single weak-

ness is that the elaborate exp6rimental equipment and procedures 

may have established the ''Hawthorne Effect." Regardless of the 

----,on-e-prnb-1-errn-;-th~s stuay is apropos to an inves'ETgaTion of the 

female as passive or aggressive. The demonstration that boys 

exhibited more aggression than girls is relevant to the subject 

at hand. 

Riggs study. An experiment was carried out by Riggs to 

investigate the effects of a subject observing someone else in 

pain on the subsequent aggression displayed by that subject. 

Soma subjects observed a female accomplice who was supposedly 

in pain; others observed a male accomplice in the same setting; 

and still others spent the same amount of time observing an 

empty room. Half the subjects were insulted prior to this and 

half 111ere not, The sixty subjects were undergraduate students 

at Eastern Kentucky University, randomly assigned to one of 

three experimental conditions. Half ware insulted when seated 

at the control panel by the experimenter; half were not. The 

subject was instructed to teach a concept to an accomplice of 

the researchist by the punishment-reward method, The accomplice 

feigned pain when shocked by the subject for responding with 

wrong answers. The results indicated that mala subjects 

engaged in significantly more aggression than female subjects; 
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that insulted subjects engaged in mora aggression than non-

insulted subjects; and that subjects observing a female in pain 

engaged in significantly more aggression than subjects observing 

a male or observing no one at al1.
210 

The results of this study should be applicable to most 

university populations similar to that which was utilized in 

the study, due to the employment of the randomized control group, 

posttest-only design. This'is a research procedure of rigorous 

control. However, the presence of the experimental equipment 

may have made the subjects aware of the fact that they were par-

ticipating in an experiment and may have thus altered their 

normal behavior. In spite of this, a finding that is allied to 

the present research was disclosed by the investigator. Female 

subjects observed to be in pain tended to increase subsequent 

aggression from both males and females. 

Rowley study. Rowley planned this research to examine 

the relationship between exposure to an aggressive cartoon and 

subsequent aggressive behavior. Ninety-six Boston first-grade 

children were randomly assigned, (twelve boys end twelve girls), 

to each of four treatment groups: two experimental groups and 

two control groups. Each of these four groups was randomly 

divided into six like-sex activity groups of four children each. 

210 Jay G. Riggs, An Ipvostigation of the_Effects of the 
Observation of.Arlother's f1nin on SubsegL1cnt Levels of Aggression 
~the Obs§~. (unpublished Doctor's diosertution, ~·Jayne Sta-te 
University, 1971), pp. l-G9. 



124 

Children in one experir.lellt<Jl group and one control group were 

mildly frustrated by being scolded for playground behavior by 

the experimenter, Children in the other experimental and con-

trol group were not frustrated. Children in the experimental 

group were then shown an aggressive cartoon, while the control 

subjects listened to a nonaggressive story. All children were 

---+------·t-hell given t~ty-to aggress .:i:f'j-free play. Tnree 

raters \·lith an interrater r-eliability score of .91 recorded 

aggressive acts, It was fou~d that neither condition (film or 

story) nor sex (boy or girl) made any significant difference 

. th t f . b h . 211-1n e amoun· o aggress1ve e av1or. 

Rowley performed a rigorously controlled experiment. Her 

use of randomization combined with the control groups established 

control over major variables. Due to an urban sample of adequate 

size, the results are applicable to negrly all first graders. 

Moreover, she determined interjudge reliability, something 

earlier studies sometimes neglected to do, A work of such high 

caliber that reports no differences between the sexes in aggres-

siva behavior is a vital data source for research on the stereo-

typing of the female as passive or aggressive. 

~ooth study, The purpose of Booth's work was to explore 

the effect of sexual identity on the imitation of aggression 

in preschool childrcn, The subjects wero sixty-four Portland, 

Maine, children between the ages of three and six years. They 

-211 
· R 0\v ley, op • cit • , p p. 1-6 8 • 
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were given the Brown It Scale fer Children, as a measure of 

sexual identity. A r:1edian score on this instruroent vias 

obtained for the children. A child was considered to be high 

or low sex-typed, depending on which side of the median his 

score fell, Subjects on each side of the median within each 

sex grouping were matched on age, within a six-month range, and 

against a plastic, inflatable "Bobo" doll. The films were 

equivalent with the exception that one model was a male, while 

the other lrJaS a female. Children were shown the films individ-

ually, and follovJing this viewing, 1rJere allowed to play 1r1ith 

the toys used in the films. Subjects were viewed as they played 

and their level of imitation of aggression was assessed. Results 

replicated the relationships reported by previous studies con-

earning the imitation of aggression end subje~t sex as the males 

displayed a significantly more aggressive imitation of the models 

than the females in the study, 212 

Booth's research was adequate in three important aspects. 

First, the utilization of a standardized instrument to sex-typo 

the subjects strengthened the study; Second, his dependent 

measure had adequate validity and reliability. Finally, random-

ization of tho subjects controlled most experimental variables, 

212 
·· ·-nnvid W. Booth, The Effect of Psychological Sexual 

Identity on Imitation of Aoorcssion in Preschool Children 
(unpublished Doctor's dissertation, University of Maine, 1971), 
pp. 1-90. 
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Notwithstanding, without a control group, testing "reactive 

effects" may have occurred. In addition, rat~r reliability 

was not determined. Improvement of these two procedures ·would 

have eliminated any doubts concerning Booth's design. Nonethe-

less, in that this experiment confirmed the findings that males 

demonstrated more-aggressive behavior than females, it is ger-

mane to the present investigation of the female as passive·or 

aggressive. 

Summary of the female as passive or aggressive. Regard-

less of the age group in question, males were clearly more 

aggressive than females in the vast majority 

in the section above. The work of Toigo
213

, 

of studies reviewed 

214 215 
Booth , and Buss 

all support this affirmation. 

exceptions to this conclus;i,on. 

However, there were some notable 

216 
For instance, Dorman , who 

studied preschool children, found girls more aggressive than 

boys. The fact that she measured verbal aggression as well as 

motor aggression may explain this finding. In addition to this 

Mallick217 found females as aggressive as males. It is possible 

that the permissive situation where he assured his subjects they 

could not be detected in their aggressive acts, freed the females 

of their need to conform to the expected female role. Further-

more, Rowley218 found no sex differences in aggressive behavior 

213
Ibid., p. 788. 

216
Ibid., p. 67. 

214
Ibid., p. 90. 

217
Ibid., p. 595. 

215Ibid., P• 1. 

218
Ibid., p. 69. 
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between the sexes. The fact that the children were observed in 

free play, once again without the threat of detection, could 

aid in 

ings. 

the elucidation of these seemingly contradictory find-

219 
Shembarg explained the aggressive behavior 6f his 

female subjects as inadequate sax-role identification. In other 

words, his female college subjects ware primarily nonconformists 

to cultural expectations. 

The sex differences in aggressiveness between males and 

females may be seen as largely determined by cultural influences 

although biological differences play a part as wall. This view 

is supported by Allport and Lindzey.
220

· Cultural influences 

stem mainly from the home. In most casas boys have been encou-

raged by their parents to •fight it out," while the girls are 

not permitted to be aggressive because it is considered 

"unfeminine". Sears' investigations corroborated this view.
221 

As for biological factors, males tend to be more proficient in 

gross bodily movements which make the muscular reactions of men 

more suited for aggressive behavior. 

Hence, the findings of the majority of the investigations 

in this section that males ware more aggressive than females 

conformed to cultural and biological expectations. 

219
Ibid., p. 393. 

220 
G. W. Allport and G. Lindzey, Study of Values, Boston: 

Houghton Mifflin, 1951, pp. 25-62. 

221 R. R. Sears, "Relation of Early Socialization Experi-
ences to Aggression in Middle Childhood," Journal of~Abnormal 
and Social Psychology, LXIII (April, 1961), 466-92. 
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IV. THE FEMALE AS DEPENDENT 
OR Ir~DEPENDErH 
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This portion of the present report deals with the female 

as dependent or independent. It was hypothesized above that 

\·lal t Disney screenplcys and films pict.ure the female as defJ,.,e"n,_.d,._-=--~---

ent. Research concerning the dependence-independence nature of 

the female is reviewed in the following pages in a temporal 

sequence beginning with the earliest investigations. 

Hartuo stuQ.I!.. This \~as an observational investigation 

of dependency behavior in forty-one children attendi~g the Pre-

school Laboratories of the Iowa Child Welfare Research Station. 

Nineteen boys and twenty-two girls with a mean age of five years, 

two months, participated in the research. The children were 

members of the upper-middle class and were above av~rage in 

intelligence. Fifty-five, three-minute observations on each 

child were carried out during eighteen school days in a four-

week period. Subjects were obs~rved in ;otation with order of 

observation determined at random. The ~6servers completed a 

frequency count of all boh8viors listed on a nonstandardized 

dependency check list. In order to establish their interrater 

reli~bility the two observers completed a series of training 

observations on a group of children who were not subjects in 

the investigation. The odd-even correlations from all 
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observations.viC1S .69. No significant sex differences v/Elre 

found between males and females in dependency~2a 

129 

The present investigator noted several difficulties with 

the Hartup research. To begin with, the sample may have been 

so small that it was impossible mathematically to attain statis-

tically significant differences between groups. Additionally, 

the population used was selective, making the generalization of 

results limited. Further, Hartup did not establish the validity 

and reliability of the measurement check list. Finally, utili-

zation of a reactive measure with the nonreactive measure would 

have strengthened the work. To his credit, the investigator 

did establish the interrator reliability of his check list. 

Even though the study may be criticized in some aspects, the 

finding that there may not be differences between preschool 

children in dependency is related to an investigation of the 

female as dependent or independent. 

r·i~rig studv. In her experiment, hearig studied fluency 

and dependency as predictors of sex differences in ability and 

achievement. The sample consisted of 253 pupils at the 

University School of the University of Michigan. They were 

enrolled in grades four through twelve, The dependent variables 

employed were various achievement and ability tests, IndependBnt 

varieblos were the Torrance Creativi~ and Berron Ansqrams tests. 

22 ~·Jillurd \1. Hartup and E, Duuayne !<iller, "Nurturanc8 
in Pr8school Childrnn and its ~eletion to Dependency,'' Child 
Development, XXXI (December, 1960), pp. 601-609. 
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Tho stntistical anulysis wns done on the IBr,1 7090 Computer. 

It was found that 

measures, but the 

girls sometimes surpassed boys on dependency 

223 
results were not significant. -

We may have confidence in the findings reported by Mearig 

because the use of standardized tests gave her rigorous control 

over the reliability and validity of her measures, Thus, the 

results of~nls report are applicaole to popuLa-tions similar to 

the test norming groups. 

The scope of Mearig's_work--covering a range of students 

from upper elementary through secondary--makes this study 

important to the present research. It is vital to an examina-

tion of the dependence-independence of the female to discover 

that there may be no difference between the sexes, regardless 

of· age level. 

Stein study, The subjects for this investigation of 

dependency behavior were 120 preschool children equally divided 

on the basis of sex. Sixty subjects were enrolled in the 

University of Minnesota Laboratory Nursery School. The remain-

ing sixty subjects were enrolled in day-care nurseries in lower 

socioeconomic areas in Minneapolis end St. Paul, The subjects 

were tested individually by a single, female adult who served 

as model. The task was for the experimenter and the subject 

223Judith S. Mearig, ·Fluency and Dependency a~ Predictors 
of:._S,'L:LJl.iJ:f.E2'P.ncos in .~bili t'i 2nd f\chiovcr;wnt (unpublished 
Doctor's dissertation, University of Michigan, 1964), pp. 1-134. 
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to alternate in choosing ''quills'' (pipe cleaners) to insert 

in their "porcupines" (pieces of soft clay). The subject was 

presented with two series of twelve imitative trials, separated 

by a period of time. E.ach subj set, thus, provided a measure of 

his own base level of dependency from which change could be 

determined. A concealed observer recorded all responses, as 

did the investigator. The mean percentage of".interjudge agree-

ment was 99 per cent. Attempts by the subject to gain the 

researchist's attention or approval were recorded by the con-

cealed observer. An attention bid was defined as any converse-

tion initiated by the child or any activity by the child which 

appeared to be an effort to attract the experimenter's attention. 

Attention bids which fitted into the game or did not disrupt it 

were scored as positive dependency while those which disrupted 

the game or expressed dissatisfaction, hostility or boredom 

were scored as independence. The subjects were randomly divided 

into three equal groups. One group was given dependency train-

ing, a second group was given independency training and a control 

group was presented with neither dependency or independency 

training bet~een the two observations. It was found that, 

overall, t~e day care group showed greater increases in depen-

dency than the university group, though the effect was not sig-

"f" t B d · 1 dl"d not d""" 
224 

n~-2can • oys an glr s lTTer. 

224t,letha Huston Stein and John \·/right, "Imitative 
Learning under Conditions of Nurturance and Nurturance ~ith­
drowal," Child Daveloomont, XXXV (September, 1964), pp. 927-937. 
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Stein's design was commendable in several facets: (1) 

it was a rigorously controlled experiment; (2) randomization 

and a control group were employed; {3) a pretest baseline level 

of dependency was obtained; (4) interjudge reliability was 

established; (5) employment of the Boncealed observer may have 

eliminated ''reactive effects'' to experimental procedures; and 

(6) because of the random selection of the sample population, 

the results of the experiment are generalizable to nearly all 

nursery-aged children. Because of her rigorous design, Stein 

helps establish the theory that theie is no difference between 

the sexes in dependency,. a finding that relates to the present 

research. 

Schooler studv. In order to study sex differences in 

dependence, thirty men and thirty women were recruited by 

Schopler fro~ an introductory psychology course at New York 

University. The experimental room tontained four adjoining 

booths, separated by high partitions. Each booth contained a 

sat of headphones, which ware attached to a tape recorder. Each 

subject was told that he and another subject had been randomly 

selected to be a ''supervisor" in the experiment. Each super-

visor was to be paired with a subordinate, In fact, all sub-

jects were supervisors and the messages they subsequently 

received from their subordinates were prepared beforehand by 

the experimenter. The experimental task had bean constructed 

to give each subject absolute power over a dependent partner, 

who possessed no counterpower. The task required the subject 
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to make a series of decisions. Each of his choices determined 

the outcome he received and the outcome his partner received. 

The alternative producing the best outcome for the subject, 

produced the worst outcome for the partner. The major depend-

ent variable was the degree to which the subject selected an 

alternative that deemed him independent. There was no signifi-

cant difference between males and females in independent 
. 225 

behavior. · · 

There are two areas in which the Schopler study may be 

questioned. First, the fact that the subjects for the experi-

ment were volunteers limits the generalizability of the findings. 

Second, the elaborate experimental equipment may have set the 

"Hawthorne Effect" into motion. On the other hand, the unob-

trusive measure did not introduce stimulus factors to which the 

subject might react, Therefore, Schopler's work is another 

experiment which mey confirm the possibility that there are no 

differences between males and females in dependent-independent 

behavior. 

Hilton study. In order to study dependency, children 

approximately four years old {half boys, half girls), partici-

pated in an experiment performed by Hilton. New York City 

nursery school directors identified the parents having four-

year old children. Only three parents contacted refused to 

2 2 ~John Schopler, ''An Investigation of Sex Differences 
on the Influence of Dependence,'' Sociometry, XXX {March, 1967), 
pp. 53-63. 
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participate. Sixty parent-child pairs so selected visited the 

laboratory; ostensibly to participate in a study of independent 

thinking. Half of the parents were given to understand that 

their child's performance was below average (failure) and half 

of the parents were told that their child's performance was 

above average (success). This was done without regard to the 

cfiild 1 s ability. In both conditions the parent observed the 

child for five mfnutes while the child did a series of puzzles. 

The child was given a private evaluation of his performance. 

The parent was then left alone with the child for five minutes 

with instructions to do anything he felt like doing while the 

experimenter got some more materials. The sequence was repeated 

twice and was followed by a strong success experience for all 

children. All of the sessions were observed through a one-way 

screen by two judges, who were ignorant of the child's condi-

tion (success or failure). In regard to the parent's behavior 

in promoting dependent or independent behaviors as observed by 

the judges, it was discovered that while there were strong 

consistent distinctions in parental treatment of children of 

different birth orders, there were no significant sex differ-

ences between boys and girls in dependent-independent behav-

. 226 
~ors. 

226 rrma Hilton, ''Differences in the Behavior of Parents 
Toward First and Later-Born Children,'' Journal of Personalit~ 
and Social Psychology, VII (Odober, 1967), pp. 282-269. 
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As t~e manner of sample selection is extremely biosed, 

it limits the application of the findin~s of the study. Besides 

this, the ''Hawthorne Effect'' may have been in operation as par-

ants were "invited to take part in a study of their child's 

thinking ability.'' Finally, no attempt was made to determine 

the interrater reliability of the judges. Although the design 

can be sharply criticized, a finding of no difference in 

dependence-independence behaviors between nursery school boys 

and girls must be considered because the hypothesis under study 

concerns the female as dependent or independent. 

Acheson study. Acheson studied the dependent behaviors 

of Head Start children in New York City. Thirty-four Head 

Start students selected randomly were scheduled to be observed 

during free play by six observers. Each observer watched each 

child for a fifteen minute period, making notations of each 

dependency interaction on a specially designed form. These 

notations recorded the type of pupil dependency initiating 

the interaction, as well as the sex of the child. The. results 

of the observations showed that the girls and boys expressed 

similar dependency,227 

Some aspects of Acheson's work must be questioned, To 

begin with, the sample may have been so small that it wos not 

i/27 
·'Elizabeth Acheson, Resoonses of Teachers to Pupils' 

Dependent Behavior an!) the Reactions of l'ut,ils to these 
Responses (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Temple University, 
1969), pp. 1-119. 
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mathematically possible to show statistically significant dif­

ferences between the groups, Too, no attempt was made to 

establish interrater reliability between the six judges. And 

finally, validity and reliability of the report form was not 

determined. One strength of the study .~'ISS the random selection 

of the subjects, This permits wide generalization of the 

results. 

In spite of the possible methodological problems, this 

experiment corroborates the findings of many of the above 

studies. That there may be no difference in dependency between 

males and females has implications for the present investigation. 

DuHamel study. DuHamel examined dependance-independence 

by relating these traits to nonimitative and imitative responses. 

He assumed that nonimitative responses demonstrate independence; 

imitative responses indicate dependence. His subjects were 

thirty-two boys and thirty-one girls, all members of middle­

class families. These Boston children had a mean age of five 

years, six months. Parental and nonimitation preferences were 

determined by asking questions involving three non-sex-typed 

human figures. After each question the experimenter indicated 

verbally, and by plocement of a particular Flagg doll, the 

"mother" and "father" choices. The subject was then instructed 

to make his choice by moving the child doll (sex determined by 

the sex of ihe subject) to one of the three figures; thus, the 

subjects had tho alternatives of imitating the mother, the 

father, or not imitating. There was a significant difference 
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between boys and girls. More boys than girls made a non-

imitative response. Thus, it may be that boys demonstrated 

more independent behavior than the girls as defined by the 

t . f th• k 228 assump 1ons o 1s wor • 

DuHamel devised a unique nonreactive measure which 

eliminated the need for elaborate equipment. Thus, ''reactive 

effects'' may have been avoided. Although the validity and 

reliability of this dependent measure were not established, 

and the sample group was small and selective, the findings 

conformed to the cultural expectation--that boys are ~upposed 

to behave more independently than girls. This is as hypothe-

sized in the present work. 

DiBartolo study. It was hypothesized that sex differ-

ences in dependency would be found in this investigation per-

formed by DiBartolo. Twenty-four Minneapolis preschool chil­

dren in the federally supported (Early Push Program) were 

used as subjects. Half were males and half were females. For 

one month prior to the experimental sessions, two classroom 

teachers independently rated the children for dependency using 

the Biller Scala. The interjudge coefficient was .54. The 

behavior ratings were pooled for each child with the mean score 

adopted as the indication of dependency level. The subjects 

228"Thomns R. DuHamel and Henry B. Biller, "Parental 
Imitation end Nonimitation,'' ]evelonmentol Psychology, I 
(November, 1969), p. 772. 
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were divided into high and low dependency groups. This assign­

ment yielded twelve boys and twelve girls in each.condition. 

Each subject was brought individually to the experimental room, 

where the experimenter asked the subject to solve a puzzle. One 

of four puzzles was used to assess the effects of the variables 

on performance. The experimenter adopted a nurturant pattern 

of behavior. After this session, a three-minute rest period 

consisted of talking with the experimenter about things other 

than the puzzle. The subject solved the puzzle again, either 

under the condition of nurturance deprivation or under condi-

tions of continued nurturance. No significant differences in 

229 dependency between the sexes were found. 

There were several positive points in DiBartolo's work: 

(1) the research established a base level of dependency for the 

subjects, (2) interjudge reliability was established, and (3) a 

rating scale of determined reliability end validity was employed. 

In contrast to this: (1) the selective sample restricts the 

generalization of results to children in the Early Push Program 

and (2) the length of time between the pretest and posttest may 

have caused thB fi11dings to be confounded by history and matura-

tion. Nonetheless, one must not overlook the findings that 

there were no differences in dependency between the sexes, 

229Russell DiBartolo and Edward Vinacke, ''Relationship 
Between Adult Nurturance and Dependency and Performance cif the 
Preschool Child,'' Developmental Psvcholoov, I (May, 1969), 
pp. 248-251. 
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because of design difficulties. On the contrary, th13t there 

may be no differences between the sexes is important data for 

an investigation of the female as dependent or independent. 

Todd study. Todd utilized twenty-six boys and twentj-

eight girls in his research. They had a mean age of six years 

and four months. The children attended the University Elementary 
---

School at UCLA, and were predominantly from the upper-middle 

class. The subjects were first rated by their teachers on 

dependence-independence scales developed by Beller, then tested 

for dependence-independence on a marble game appar~tus. The 

frequency with which the subjects sought attenti6n and help was 

the dependent measure of dependence. The frequen~y with which 

the subject took initiative, persisted and wanted to play the 

game by himself was the dependent measure of independence. The 

rating was done by the experimenter on a specially prepared form. 

A significant sex effect with the 

more independent than the females 

performance of males being 

230 
~Jas found.··- · 

Todd's re~eaich was marked by some methodological weak-

nesses as wall as by strengths. First, not only did the nature 

of the sample limit the generalization of the results, but 

interjudga reliability of the teachers was not ascertained. 

Second, the "Halo Effect" may have operated. Finally, the appa-

ratus may have set off the ''reactive effects'' to experimental 

230Judy Todd and Charles Y. Nakamura, ''Interactive Effects 
of Inforn1ational and Affective Components of Social end Non­
social Reinforcers on Independent and Dependent Children," 
Child DEJvoloprm,nt, XLI (JunEJ, 1970), pp. 365-376. 
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equipment. Two positive aspects were that a baseline level of 

dependence-independence was established and the Beller Scale 

employed had adequate reliability and validity. Although the 

design left some question about the generalization of the 

findings, the research points to the possibility that males 

may be more independent than females. 

Loney studv. Free-choice {Draw whatever you would like} 

pencil drawings were collected during class time from 176 

first-grade and 199 sixth-grade children at six Iowa elementary 

schools. Loney based his exploration of dependency on the 

clinical assumption that the sp~ntaneous drawings of suns is 

a reflection of dependency feelings. Rounded, "sun-like 11 

objects, with or without rays, that were located at or above 

the horizon or in an area that appeared to be the sky were con-

sidered to be suns. Virtually no ambiguity arose over classi-

fication. Suns were drawn more frequently by younger children. 

Suns were also more frequent in the drawings of girls. The 

chi-square value was significant, thus indicating that girls 

\.!<Jere 23 more dependent than boys. 1 

Because use of childr8n 1 s drawings produced in class 

time may have eliminated "reactive effects" of experimental 

equipment and procedure, Loney eliminated soma important 

ZJJ.Jan l_oney, "The Sun 
Children's Drawings,'' Journal 
(October, 1971}, pp. 513-514. 

as 
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difficulties of earlier studies. In spite of this, Loney pro-

vidod ho ~alidity or reliability check for the ''sun'' drawing 

assumption, nor did he determine his reliability es a rater. 

However, Loney's work, which confirms the findings of Todd, is 

germane to the present work. In research studying ths female 

es dependent-independent, any indication that the female is 

dependent is relevant. 

Goggin study. This investigation of dependency was 

carried out at two private nursery schools, using a sample of 

seventy-three white children (thirty-two girls and forty-one 

boys). The subjects had a mean age of four y~ars and seven 

months. An observation technique was utilized to measure the 

dependent behavior shown by the children as they participated 

in the nursery school programs. Each child was observed by two 

recorders for twelve ten-minute periods. In the laboratory 

the subject 1 s performance on purposive and incidental learning 

tasks was measured by a third observer. No significant differ-

ences . d d b h . f d b ~ b ' . 1 2 32 ln epen ency e avlor was oun ecween oys ano glr s. 

The fact that Goggin determined a baseline level of 

dependency behavior, and used independent observers to help 

avoid the "Halo Effect" common to this type of study, \-Jere posi-

tive aspects of the work. But it must be noted that interjudgo 

232 
---James E. Goggin, Dcpendoncy, Irnitat'ion Learning and 

the Process of Identificotion (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, 
Yeshiva University, 197D, pp. 1-160. 



142 

reliability was not determined. Also the reliability and 

validity of the rating scales was not determined. Further-

more, taking the child to the laboratory may have sat the 

''Hawthorne Effect" into motion. Despite these possible flaws 

in design, the finding of no differences between males and 

females in dependency supports the findings of several axpari-

mants above. It is related to the present investigation of 

the female as dependant or independent. 

Waissman study. This experiment involved the concept 

of field dependance, a concept which is, in turn, assumed to be 

related to social dependance. Research has indicated that 

females tend to score higher on field dependency tests. 

Waissman worked with a group of Washington, D.C. junior high 

school students. There ware twenty-one girls and nineteen boys. 

The Embedded Figures Test 1 a measure of field-dependance-

independence, was administered to the subjects. Boys were sig-

nificantly mora field independent than the girls in the ~tudy. 

Hence?,·· the rasearchist concluded that boys ware mora socially 

. d d th . 1 233 1n apan ant an g1r s. 

Neglect of randomization which may limit the generalize-

tion of results to similar sample populations, was the only 

problem with the study. In comparison to this, the strengths 

23 ~Hilda Weissman, Sex Differences in Perceptual Style 
in Junior High School in f~"l1'!llin to Nurserv-·School 2nd Current 
Dependency and Sex Role Cr~stallization, (unpublished Doctor's 
dissertation, The Catholic University of America, 1971), pp. 1-83. 
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loom large. To start with, Weissman used a measure with 

established validity and reliability. Thus, use of the 

standardized measure eliminated some of the problems met in 

studies employing elaborate equipment or raters. As may be 

seen, the worth of the study .rests upon the validity and 

reliability of the measure. A reliability coefficient of .90 

was reported in The Sixth Mental Measurement Yearbook. The 

same source proceeds to report: 

Although in its current form the instrument is 
crude and unwieldy, there is every reason to believe 
that it can be improved end ·simplified and that par­
allel forms can be developed. With such technical 
improvement, the test will provide a worthy and aus-
'picious'aoditio~::J;Iio psycho1ogy's·list of'lialid'devices 
of measurement •. 

Given this adequate statistical support, it may be 

assumed that Weissman's experiment is pertinent to the present 

investigation. That males may be more independent than females 

is important to the present exploration of females as depend-

ant or independent. 

Bigelow study. Employing the Children's Embedded Figures 

Test to ascertain the dependency of 160 randomly-selected Provo, 

Utah, children, Bigelow investigated dependency. The subjects 

were five- to ten-year old children. Each group was broken 

into subgroups by school and then by sex, making substrata. 

The dependent measure was administered in the classroom. It 

234 oscar Buras, The Sixth .Mental Measurements Yearbook 
(New Jersey: The Gryphon Press, 1965), p. 69. 



was discovered that sex differences in dependency were not 

produced in this work, 235 

The Bigelow research revealed a number of strengths 

with regard to design. Planning random selection into the 

design provided Bigelow with a rigorously controlled study. 
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Equally as important, he used a dependent measure with estab-

lished reliability and validity. Further, employment of the 

regular classroom setting may have help~d to avoid the pos-

sibility of ''reactive effects'' to experimental equipment and 

procedures, Therefore, results may be generalized to most 

metropolitan samples. His finding that sex differences in 

dependency did not appear is apropos to the current investi-

gation. 

Silber study. A total of 243 undergraduates at the 

University of Washington completed the Embedded Figures Test. 

Analysis of sex differences showed that females were signifi-

cantly more influenced by background than were males. This was 

construed to mean that the females were more dependent than 

th~ males.2:!6 

23 5>Gordon 5, Bigelow, "Field .Dependence-Field Indepen­
dence in Five- to Ten-Year Old Children,'' The Journal of 
Educational Research, LXIV (May-June, 1971), pp. 397-400. 

z~~Dianc D. Silber, Adaption-Level as a Function of 
Extraversion and Field Dcoendence (unpublished Doctor's 
di~~tation, \-iashington University, 1971), pp. 1-62. 
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Because Silber employed a test of established reliabil-

ity and validity, her finding that females were dependent may 

be accepted with a great deal of confidence. Her results may 

be generalized to most university students. 

Ferrill study. In an attempt to determine dependency 

of lower-class subjects, Ferrill administered the Children's 

Embedded Figures Test. The subjects were 160 male and female 

pre-school lower-class Negro children from Jackson, Mississippi. 

It was found that there was no significant difference between 

boys and girls on the field 2~1' dependency m"easure.-

This experimental sample permits the application of the 

results to similar Negro populations. Use of the school en-

vironment for the testing eliminated some possible ''reactive 

effects'' to testing. The dependent measure possessed adequate 

reliability and validity. 

Ferrill's work corrobora~es the research of others. 

The fact that there may be no difference in dependency of males 

and females is germane to the present report. 

237 
Jack Gordon Ferrill, The Differential Performance of 

Lower Class Preschool. Negro Children as a Function of the Sex 
of E, Sex of S, Reinforcement Condition, and Level of Field 
pependence (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, University of 
Southern Mississippi, 1971), pp. 1-136, · 
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Summary of the female as dependent or independent. The 

research studies of this section were summarized in relation to 

a two-part theory of dependency development. First of all, as 

noted by Goldenson, "today psychologists ~mphasize the fact that 

every child starts out in life as a completely dependent indivi­

dual. n
238 

When one reviews the studies on· the subject of depen-

aence~independence, it becomes clear that this is the case. For 

239 
example, Hortup in studying preschool children, found no dif-

ference between the sexes in dependency behaviors. In addition, 

St · 
240 

t d th t b d · 1 · h 1 d1' d not dJ.' f-eJ.n repor e . a oys an gJ.r s J.n prase oo 
. 241 

fer in dependent-independent actions. Acheson , similarly, 

demonstrated that preschool boys and girls were similar in 

dependency reactions. Moreover, in another preschool study, 

Di. Bartolo
242 

found no sex differences in dependency. Finally, 

G · 
243 

H 'lt 
244 

d F '1 
245 

11 t d th f t h t ogg1n , J. on 1 an errJ. 1 a supper e e ac t a 

preschool children. were similar in dependency. The lone dis-

246 
senting researcher was Du Hamel , who found boys were more 

independent than girls in pre~chool. 

The second part of this dependency theory was expressed 

by Bigelo~ 47 when he commented that "Sex differences in depen~ 

dency occur most markedly after age five." Apparently the 

238 
Robert M. Goldenson, The Encyclogedia of Human 

Behavior, Vol. I ' Garden City, New York: Doubleday and c 0. ~ Inc., 
1970, p. 313. 

239Ib'd 
J.. • ' p. 681. 

240
Ibid., p. 928. 

241 
Ibid., P• 119. 

242
Ibid., p. 248. 

243
Ibid., p. 168. 

244 
Ibid., p. 282. 

245
Ibid., p. 103. 

246 
Ibid., p. 772. 

247 
Ibid., p. 69. 
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entering of school marks the end of dependency behavior for 

most males. This is probably explained by the fact that boys 

in our culture are given the sex role of independence and 

females are given the·sex role of dependence, The school merely 

reinforces these cultural expectations. Todd248 , for instance, 

reported a significant sex effect with males being more inde-

pendent than females. fhis was substantiated by Lonei·4-9-,-w~h_o ___ _ 

judged girls to be more dependent than boys. Not all elementary 

studies reported this difference between the sexes. Bigelow
250

, 

for example, did not find this,sex difference in dependency. 

Furthermore, Mearig251 discovered no sex differences in depen-

dent-independent reactions of elementary students. Weissman's 

stud}
52 

of adolescence confirmed a continuity in the theory of 

independence for the male and dependence for the female. He 

adjudged boys as significantly more socially independent than 

girls. In addition, 5elbel
53 

found college females more 

dependent than college males. In contrast, Schapler254 found 

no differences in college students in independent behavior. 

Therefore, it appears that before age five, both males 

and females are dependent. At age five and after, males become 

more prone to independent behavior than females. 

248 
Ibid., p. 365. 

249
Ibid., P• 513. 

250 
Ibid., p. 69. 

251 
Ibid., p. 134. 

252
Ibid., p. 

253 
83. Ibid., p. 62. 

254
Ibid., p. 53. 
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V. THE FEMALE AS ARTISTIC DR NOT ARTISTIC 

Introduction 

It was hypothesized above that Walt Disney films and 

screenplays depict the female as artistic. In order to 

investigate that theory, an examination of the literature 

pertainingt--cr-tne artistic nature of .women was completea.-------­

The investigations are reported in chronological ordei below. 

Bieri study. The Barron-Welch Art Scale was adminis-

tered by the investigator to sixty-two female undergraduates 

attending Radcliffe College and fifty malet undergraduates 

attending Harvard University. This was part of a larger 

research project. The test-retest correlation of the instru-

ment was .94. The Sixth MentalMeasurements Yearbook reported 

that, "It is a research test and before any reliance can be 

placed on its scores, further ~elidation work is essential.''255 

No significant sex differences were found on the art scale. 256 

Bieri's study had both strengths and weaknesses which 

should be noted. His sample group, for example, was quite 

selective. Further, his measuring instrument had unestablished 

validity. Nonetheless, the dependent measure had high reliabil-

ity. In addition, by utilizing the paper and pencil test, the 

experimenter may have avoided ''reactive affects'' to experimental 

procedures and equipment. 

255 
"' . t 198 DUros, op. Cl ., p. . 

256 
James Bieri, "Sex Differences in Perceptual Behavior," 

JournDl of Personolit~, XXVI (March, 1958), pp. 1-G. 
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Notwithstanding the problems cited, this study is per­

tinent to the present research. The fact that no differences 

were found between males and females in aesthetic judgment is 

important to an investigation of the stereotyping of the 

149 

female as artistic in Disney Productions films and screenplays. 

Teed studv. This investigation was designed by Teed to 

examine the relationship of the two-dimensional and three-

dimensional creative art expressions of adolescents. The sub-

jects were seventh and eighth grade students in Pittsburgh 

junior high schools. In the first phase of the experiment, 

materials were collected from the normal art classrooms where 

no influences were imposed upon the teacher, students or class-

room. The second part was designed by the researcher to control 

some of the diversity of materials. In addition, the investiga-

tor taught all the classes, as a control for the teacher 

variable. The products created in the two experiments were 

evaluated by three teams of three judges each.· They utilized 

an overall aesthetic quality criterion. From the findings in 

this research, the investigator concluded that there was no 

significant difference between girls and boys in the quality 

257 
of two-dimensional and three-dimensional art products. 

Teed accomplished major steps in design when he controlled 

the diversity of materials and the teacher variable in tha experi-

ment. Three improvements would. have strengthened the work: 

Z57 Henry Truman Teed, Jhe Relotionshio of the Two­
Dimensional and Threc-DinrensioQal Creative Art Expressions of 
The .~doleGcent; (unpublishrod Doctor's dissertation, The 
Pennsylvania·Stote University, 1962), pp. 1-145. 
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(1) rilndorn assignment, (2) datorrnination of the interjudge 

reliability, and (3) discovery of the validity and reliability 

of the aesthetic quality criterion, 

Despite these shortcomings, Teed's finding is apropos 

to the current experiment; That the quality of work of boys 

and girls in two- and three-dimensional art products does not 

differ is vital to the study of the stereotyping of the female 

~s artistic .in Walt Disney screenplays an~ films, 

Mosteller study, The purpose of this study was to 

aesthetically evaluate children's paintings. Paintings about 

six different subjects--flowers or fruit, houses, trees, playing, 

abstract shapes, and imaginary birds--were collected~from twenty-

four second grade, twenty-one fourth grade and twenty-six.sixth 

grade children enrolled in the University Sch6o1 of the Univer-

sity of Michigan. These paintings were evalua~ed on the quali-

ties of aesthetic wholeness, color effectiveness and quality, 

composition, vitality, symbol clarity and perspective. The 

independent judgments of four qualified raters were intercorre-

lated, These correlations averaged .82. The results of the 

data analysis showed that there ware no significant differences 

in painting ability that were ascribable to the fact of sex 

of subject. 258 

258 ·Patty Ruth Mostoller, The nualities of Art Expression 
in Children's Paintinos in Relation to Other ~:8osures of Their 
Abilitiss, Achiovcrnents_ and Adiust~entL (IJnpublished Doctor's 
dissertation, Wayne State University, 1963), pp. 1-154, 
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~1osteller 1 s experiment may be critic.ized for one point. 

The validity and reliability of the aesthetic criteria Were 

not determined. On the other hand, the fact that she estab­

lished the interjudge reliability lends credence to her find­

ings. Thus, the results of the study are applicable to students 

in grades two, four and six in most schools similar to that of 

the sample population. Moreover, Mosteller's findings cor~ 

roborates the conclusions of the studies above and it is of 

essence to the work at hand. 

Eisner study (1965). Eighty-five sixth grade pupils in 

a midwestern private school, acting as subjects for Eisner's 

investigation, ware asked to produce soma art work. The first 

project was a piece of sculpture made from one-quarter pound 

of oil-base clay, a handful of colored toothpicks and a paper 

plate used as a base. To insure privacy, .each subject worked 

in a private booth. The second project consisted of a set of 

nine drawings made in a booklet. On each page, the subjects 

found an abstract line which was to be used as the starting 

point or stimulus for their drawing. Three judges were selected 

to identify the various types of creativity that each art 

product might display. The judges met daily for two weeks to 

discuss criteria and to practice using them. The art products 

were arranged in two large rooms. The judges, using a nine-point 

scale, independently evaluated each product for each type of 

creativity--one type at a time. As soon as a judge completed 

one evaluation, he handed in his score sheet and received one 
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for another type; he then .selected a different point in the 

display to begin his next evaluation. This procedure, the 

purpose of which was to reduce the halo effect, was used 

throughout the judging. The mean coefficient of interjudge 

agreement was .71. A statistical analysis of the data demon-

strated that there were no significant differences in creative 

quality of the art products due to the sex variable~59 · 

Eisner's experiment was one of rigorous control in some 

aspects. It had limitations in others. Of a positive nature 

152 

were his experimental procedures which controlled for the "Halo 

Effect." Besides this, the researcher was careful to establish 

interjudge reliability, In comparison to this, his sample was 

selective. Furthermore, the isolation of the subjects in a 

booth may have set the ''Hawthorne Effect" into motion. Last, 

the reliability and validity of the nine-point creativity 

scales were not established. Nevertheless, the res.earch is 

relevant to the current study for no significant differences 

were found in the art products of males and females. This is 

vital data for an investigation of the stereotyping of the 

female as artistic in Walt Disney screenplays and films. 

Eisner study (1966), In order to obtain data about the 

knowledge of, and attitude toward, the visual arts on the part 

of students, Eisner studied 1,500 SLJbjects from eighteen insti­

tutions in six states, These subjects ranged from ninth grade 

259 Elliot W. Eisner, ''Children's Creativity in Art,'' 
A~1crican Educotion81 Research Journal, U lHay, 1965), pp. 
129-135, 
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through the senior year in college, The high-school sample 

consisted of those who had elected to take art in high school. 

The college group was made up of students majoring in aleman-

tary education. To obtain data for the study, two instruments 

were constructed: The Eisner Art Information Inventorv and 

The Eisner Art Attitude Inventorv. The Eisner Art Information 

Inventory measured recognition of art informati6n. The Eisner 

Attitude Inventory dealt with self-estimate of art ability, 

voluntary activity in art, satisfaction in art, and attitude 

toward. art end artists. Test reliability for the Information 

inventory was .93. It was found for the entire population 

that girls received significantly higher scores than boys at 

each grade level on both dependent measures,260 

Even though the validity was not determined for the 

Information inventory and the reliability and validity were not 

established for the Attitude inventory, the sample was large 

and diverse enough to afford application to most high school art 

and college elementary education students. This fact alone is 

sufficient to make the experiment apposite to the present 

investigation. 

It is essential to learn that there may be no difference 

in females and males in art recognition, self-estimate of art 

ability, voluntary activity in art, satisfaction with art, and 

attitude toward art and artists. 

260
'Elliot W. Eisner, ''Arts Curricula for the Gifted,'' 

Teacher's Collooe Record, LXVII (April, 1966), pp. 496-500. 
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CGrr _<;Jtuciv. Carr sought to 8stablish possible relation-

ships between quality art work and several variables. Four 

sixth-grade classes in two schools (a laboratory school in a 

culturally~advantaged neighborhood of Muncie, Indiana, and a 

school in a culturally-disadvantaged locale in the same city) 

executed 832 art products. The products were judged by sixteen 

art educators. It.was found that girls achieved much more art 

quality, originality and craftsmanship than boys; all differ-

. . f. .<. 261 ences were s~gn2 2canL. 

Although Carr controlled the socioeconomic variable 

which gives the results wide application to sixth-grade students, 

some improvements in his design are indicated. For instance, 

criteria of judgment ware not checked for validity or relia-

bility, nor was the interjudge reliability ascertained. Despite 

this, Carr's claim that his findings confirmed the societal 

stamp of art as a feminine pursuit must be considered?62 This 

conclusion bears an important relationship to the present study 

of the stereotyping of the female as artistic in Walt Disney 

films and screenplays. 

Eisner study (1967). Eisner's third investigation in 

this area ~ompared the developmental drawing characteristics of 

261 Pate J. Carr, Tho Relation of nualitv Art Work to Two 
Socio-Economic VariBblos Two Motivational Variables end Two 
BujJoot V.:-n-:-ic:blcs, (unpublished Doctor's dissortatiori, Ball State 
University, 1967), pp. 1-28. 

262 Ibid., p.27. 
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culturally advcntcgcd and culturally disadvantaged children. 

The populations for this study consisted of 1,093 children in 

forty-six classrooms randomly selected from seven elamentary 

and junior high schools. These children came from grades one, 

three, five, and seven in schools located in an upper-middle 

class suburb near Chicago and from slum or near-slum communi-

t1es in and near Chicago. These children were instructed during 

a class period to draw a playground scene. On the basis of the 

playground drawings, a fourteen-category scale of drawing 

developmental levels was constructed. The criterion was per-

caption of spacial relationships. The scale was validated by 

having two judges independently classify extra playground draw-

ings according to the fourteen categories composing the scale. 

The correlation was about .72. It was determined from the data 

that the performance patterns for boys and girls did not differ 

. . ". tJ 263 s1gn1. T 1can .y. 

This study has several strengths and only a few limits-

tions. First, Eisner assu~ed wide generalizability of his 

findings by his random assignment technique. Next, he validated 

his criterion scale, and finally, by using the regular classroom 

period, he avoided ''reactive effects'' of experimental procedures 

and equipment. The one apparent limitation was that the 

measures of reliability were not determined. In spite of this 

263 
'Elliott \J. Eisner, A Comoorison of The DBvelop~lentol 

D·rEJI>Jina Ch<:n.:~ctcristic_g of Culturallv Adv:''ntaqed CJnci CulturCJlly 
Disodvnntc:r;ed Ch:LI.gre.IJ., f1oport rJumber Cf\1"-3006 St<Jnforrl Univer­
sity School of Edlll:iJtion, Septer,·,bor, 1967, pp. 1-58. 
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minor problem, the finding that there may be no difference 

between males and females in drawing characteristics is vital 

to a study of the stereotyping of the female as artistic !n 

Walt Disney films and screenplays. 

Schaefer study, To determine differences between th~ 

sexes. in art achievement,._The Revised Art Scale (RA) o_f_tbe------

Welsh Figure Preference Test (WFPT) was administered during 

a two-hour testing session held outside of school hours. Sub-

jects were BOO male and female students from ten high schools 

in the New York metropolitan area. They were paid for partici-

pation in this study. The schools were chosen because they 

offered courses or programs providing opportunities for artis-

tic achievement. The group as a whole was superior in terms of 

academic achievement. An analysis of the mean difference 

between RA scores of the boys and girls in this study (N was 

400 in each group) indicated that the girls scored significantly 

higher than the boysl64 

The study design must be questioned in that there were 

hiD selection biases in Schaefer Is sample. First' the subj acts 

were paid and second, they attended schools selected for 
.,_. 

B:C~.oJ..S-

tic achievument. ~oreover, it was reported in The Sixth Mental 

r'ieasurement Yearbook that the RA correlates highly \'ith the 

Bc.,rron-\'lolsh Art Scale •265 It will be recalled that that 

instrument has high reliability but untested validity, \lhile 

264'-h 1 E "I "' "Th "'- ..,·1 hAt~ 1 ·' L ar_cs • ~claeter, e ~drron-~ue s r ~en e ns 
a Prsdictor o·f Adolescent Creativity,'' Percnotuol and ~otor 
Skills, XXVII (December, 1968), pp. 1099-1102, 

265 'e> 
J.JUTOS, op. cit., p. 198. 
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these problems do exist, a stud~ that found that females 

scored hiaher than males on aesthetic judgment, a component 

of artistic ability, cannot be totally ignored as it adds data 

to the investigation of the stereotyping of the female as 

artistic in Walt Disney films end screenplays. 

one with six cursive shapes and the other with six colored 

angular shapes, in order to determine the artistic aspects in 

the products of his subjects. Each test was given both indi-

vidually and in smell groups to 499 Michigan students (grades 

one to twelve). Three judges independently evaluated the prod-

ucts on a nine-point scale for aesthetic organization, 

redefinition, originality of elaboration, and fluency of ideas. 

The interjudge reliability for the test was .84. When all grades 

were combined, it was concluded that females were significantly 

t . . . th 1 266 rnore a·r lS"GJ.c an ma .... es .. 

Weaknesses of Zambito's work are twofold: (1) he did 

not determine the reliability or validity of the dependent 

meastJring instruments or the criterion sc~le, and (2) insofar 

as the testing was done individt12lly or in small groups, 

11 reactive effects" to experimental procedures may have been 

operating. Notwithstanding these limitations, he took a vital 

266 5 L h z b . t ,. c . " G v I d . . I J ~op en am 2 o, M omoorlson or ~rouo ersus n lV1Lua _ 
Production of r·~on-Verbal AT.t-i stic Cre2tj~yitv, Office of Educa­
tion (DHE~l), Vashington, D.C. Bureau of Research, January, 1968, 
pp. 1-10. 
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control step when ho established interjurlge reliability. This 

was essential, for this study found thot females' art p:i:'oducts 

were superior to males' products in aesthetic organization, 

redefinition, originality of elaboration, and fluency of 

ideas. Without rote~ reliability, we could have no confidence 

in the findings. 

Eisner study (1969_1. In this study, 1,100 subjects in 

grades one, three, five and seven produced colored crayon 

drawings under standardized conditions. About half of the sub­

jects were white and half Negro, with about half of each racial 

group in each of the two social classes (middle and lower), 

A criterion scale of fourteen cetegories was constructed. Two 

~xperienced art teachers were selected as judges to categorize 

the drawings independently. To do this, the judges were trained 

on practice lots of fifty drawings, each of which they sorted 

independently, and then discussed the differences together. 

The coefficient of correlation between the two judge's ratings 

on drawings in this study was .80. No significant differences 

in artistic performance were found between the sexes on drawing 

characteristics measured by tho scal8.267 

Two minor. limitations are overshadowed by the str6ngths 

of this study. The problems are that tho criterion scale was 

not validated and its reliability was not determined. On the 

267 ·Elliot \;/, Eisner, "The Drm1ings of the Disodv"ntaged: 
p., Cor.ipc:rative Study, 11 Studies in ArJ~ Educotion, II (Fall, 1969), 
pp. 9-17. 
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other hand, several methodological strengths oro in evidence: 

(1) interjudge reliability was adequate, (2) standardized 

testing conditions were maintained, and (3) Eisner controlled 

for race and social class in this study, making the results 

~Jidely applicable. Therefors, this examinatiDn is apropos to 

the investigation at hand, That there may be no diffsrences 

between the sexes in their ability to transform two-dimensional 

space into three-dimensional illusion is of essence to a study 

of the sterentyping of females as artistic in Walt Disney 

productions. 

l<rippner studv. l<rippnar obtained a sample of gifted 

boys and girls from a foundation of gifted children in Rhode 

Island. Tho subjects consisted of twenty-seven male and 

thirteen female volunteers. The mean age of the subjects was 

ten years and seven months, Each subject's main interest was 

elicited in an interview. The choices were then categorized 

as ''scientific'' or ''artistic.'' A total of twenty-four boys 

cited careers in science while three favored careers in art. 

Eleven of the thirteen girls were interested in arts while only 

two selected science. The data was subjected to statistical 

~nalysis and the results were significant. It was de~onstrated 

that for the sample of gifted children investigated, c rather 

cloo-r cut sex difference en1erg8d when careers in art and science 

were consiJercd,268 

268 S·Genlcy Krippner and Ralph Blickenstaff, 11 Ths Devclo;J­
mant of Self-Concept as Part of An Arts Workshop for The 
Gift8d,'' Gifted Cl1ild Quarterl~, XIV (Autumn, 1970), pp. 163-165, 
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Some problems in t~is ressarch design must be reported. 

To begin with, the subjects were gifted volunteers. This 

selective nature of the sample limits wide application of the 

findings. Additionally, the investigat~r did not establish 

the validity or reliability of his inventory schedule or his 

category criterion measure. Although methodological problems 

~~~~---'-~~~~-,exist-,-f\rippner's finding that females are more oriented to 

art careers than males is of interest in light of the present 

study. That females may be more artistically motivated than 

males is relevant to an examination of the stereotyping of 

females in Walt Disney films and screenplays. Moreover, it is 

of. essence that Krippner has observed that social and cultural 

factors often come into play with little or no regard to the 

individual's talents and abilities. Sex stereotypes in a 

culture prevent many talented men from entering fields con­

sidered feminine and keep many women from a vocation regarded 

as masculine .269 . 
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Hc1Jhinnie st~. Fourth, fifth and sixth grade children 

in a Columbus, Ohio, school district were used for the subjects 

of a study by McWhinnie. Data were collected on the Welsh 

Fiauro Prcferonce Test and the Barron Art 2£_EJle Test. A total 

of 249 subjects were assigned at random to the following 

conditions: (a) pcrcsptual learning, (b) regulor art and 

269 Ibid., p. 163. 
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(c) control. Thoro wore 117 males and 132 females in the 

group studied. Each subject under each of tho three conditions 

was tested before and after the ten-week treatment period. No 

significant differences were found due to the sax variable}70 

Several methodological strengths may be observed in 

McWhinnie's design. To start, random assignment, pret~sting 

------,-----and-a-een-t-rocl-group gave 'fnis study rigorous control over 

I 
I 

variables. Then, the researchist utilized dependent variables 

of known validity and reliability. Last, employment of the 

regular classroom testing period helped, avoid possible 

''Hawthorne Effects.'' 

A study of the stereotyping of the female as artistic is 

enhanced by this excellent research. The finding that there 

may be no difference between males and females in aesthetic 

judgment is pertinent to the present research. 

Piers study. The subjects were ninety-eight malo and 

forty-seven female undergraduates enrolled in introductory 

psychology classes at the Pennsylvania State University •. The 

subjects were volunteers who were rewarded by a small increment 

in course grade. In order to measure subject aesthetic judgment, 

ona of tho components of artistic ebility, the Revised Art 

2cale of the 1d8lsh Figure Preference Tr-;~t ltJas administered. 

270 Harold J. hc'dhinnic, 11
/1 Third Study of the Effects 

of a Learnino Experience Ur1on Prof2rence for Complexity-­
Asymmetry in Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Grade Children,t' ~alifornia 
Journal of Educotional Research, XXI (November, 1970), pp. 
219-224. 
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No significant difference was found between the sexes on the 

dependent measure. 271 

Two biases occurred in the study. First, the subjects 

were volunteers. Second, the subjects were rewarded by being 

given an increment in course grade. One positive note of 

design construction was that a dependent measure of known 

reliability and validity was employed. Because this study 

corroborates the findings of McWhinnie, it pertains to the 

research at hand. 

Eysenck study. The Maitland.Groves Design Judgment 

Test 1'1as administered to 229 males and 236 female controls 

(nonart students) and 519 male artists and 478 female artists 

at the University of London. The subjects were divided into 

artists and controls on the basis of whether or not they had 

received formal training in the visual arts. Ages of both 

groups ranged from sixteen to twenty-five years old. Testing 

was done under standardized conditions by showing slides to 

medium-sized groups of students. The dependent measure was 

considered to be a test of three aesthetic design properties. 

162 

Tho results demonstrated that female subjects Ivers signific2ntly 

superior to the male subjects in .aesthetic desig~ proporties.272 

271 
Ellen V. Piers and Elizabeth P. Kirchner, ''Pro-

ductivity and Uniqueness in Continued ~ord Association as A 
Function of Subject Creativity 2nd Stimulus Properties,'' 
Journ:~:l of Personal i~, /~XXIX (June, 1971), pp. 265-275. 

272·H. J. Eysenck and h. Cestlo, ''Comparative Study of 
Artists and Nonartists on the Daitland Groves Design Judciment 
Tc!.§t," _Journal of 1\.JliJli,-,d Psvcholoq'L• LV (August, 1971), pp. 
3e9-3S12. 
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A number of processes gave Eysenck's study rigorous 

control: (1) the experimenter assured testing objectivity by 

providing standardized procedures, (2) a dependent measure of 

established validity and reliability was utilized, and (3) use 

of a control group strengthened the study. Therefore, one may 

consider the finding that females may be superior to males in 

design judgment (symmetrical, three-dimensional, complexity) 

with confidence, and vital data for an investigation of·the 

stereotyping of the female as artistic in Walt Disney films 

and screenplays. 

Summary of the female as artistic or not artistic. This 

summary of the studies concerned with the artistic nature of 

the female was completed by considering the age level of the 

subjects in relation to the art property investigated. 

· Elementary school age females were studied in relation 

to several characteristics of art. First, in developmental 

level of drawings, creative quality of drawings, and artistic 

quality of drawings-females and males did not differ signifi­

cnatly, Eisner confirmed this in three studies (1965, 1966, 

end 1969). In addition to this, females and males were found 

similar in oil painting ability, creative quality of their 

sculpture and aesthetic judgment about art products. Mosteller 

Eisner274 and McWhinnie275 , respectively, supported this con-

elusion. In contrast to this, elementary females were reported 

Z73Ibid., P· 154. 

27.5rbid.' p. 219. 

274 Ibid., (1965) p. 129. 

273 
' 
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as superior to males in several properties of art. For example, 

the classroom art products of elementary school females were 

seen as superior to those of males in quality, originality and 

craftsmanship. Furthermore, their products were judged to be 

more advanced than those of males in organization, definition, 

and fluency of ideas. Finally, elementary females were shown 

to have greater motivation to achieve in art than the males. 

Studies by Carr276 , Zambi to277 and Krippner 278 verified these 

findings, 

It appears that in areas of art ability, males and females 

differ very~little, but it is when one enters the realm of art 

properties which are influericed greatly by cultural and sex-role 

expectations, that one finds the female excelling. For example, 

areas of attitude and motivation appear to differ measurably. 

When one reviews the findings of the investigations deal-

ing with adolescent females and art qualities, it may be seen 

that females are superior in nearly all aspects. Exceptions to 

this rule were discovered by Teed 279 and Eisnei80 • For instance 
281 

Teed found that male and female adolescents did not differ 

significantly in the quality of two- and three-dimensional class-

room art products. 
282 

Eisner , in addition, demonstrated that 

their developmental drawing level did not differ. 

276 
Ibid., 

277
Ibid., 

278 
163. p. 28. p. 10. Ibid., p. 

279 
Ibid. , p. . 145. 

280
Ibid,, (1966) p. 496 • 

· 281 Ibid., p. 145. 
282 

I bid. , (1969) p. 17. 
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In contrast to this, females were superior to males in 

many art characteristics. To begin with, adolescent female 

art products were more advanced in aesthetic organization, 

definitjon, originality of elaboration, and fluency of ideas, 

than those of males. 

283 found by Schaefer 

This may have been due to the factors 

According to Schaefer~· the d E . 284 an ~sner 

---:------~~~~~~~--~--~~~~~---·--­aesthetic judgment of females was keener than that of males. 

What is more, the adolescent females in Eisner's study were 

found to have greater knowledge of and a more favorable atti-

tude toward art than the males he studied. 

In the college years the females maintained their super-

iority over males in knowledge of art, and motivation toward 

participation in art. Their advantage in aesthetic judgment 

did not persist in studies conducted by Bieri 285 and Piers286 . 

However, Eysenck 1 ~ 287 work was not in agreement, as he found 

college females superior to males in the property of aesthetic 

judgment. 

It appears that in areas of basic art ability and apti-

tude, males and females at all levels differ but little. It 

is when one views the realm of studies concerned with art prop-

erties which may be influenced greatly by cultural and sex-role 

expectations, that one finds the female excelling over the male. 

This was especially clear when dealing with art characteristics 

such as attitude and motivation. 

283rbid., p. 1099. 
284 

Ibid., (1966) p. 496. 

285 b. 6 I ~d. , p • • 
286 

Ibid., p. 265. 
287· 

Ibid., p. 389. 
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VI. THE FEMALE AS MECHANICAL OR NOT MECHANICAL 

Introduction 

This division of the report reviews the literature as 

it is related to the female as mechanical or: not mechanical. 

By mechanical it is meant the ability of the female to manipu­

late instruments or machinery. Good terms this ability, 

motor. ability. He has stated that, "motor ability is the 

ability to perform activities that require muscular coordina­

tion, such as ••• manipulating instruments or machinery."288 

Experiments dealing with the motor ability of the female are 

examined below. They are arranged in a temporal sequence 

beginning with the earliest study and proceeding to the most 

current. 

Beaber study. Three groups of thirty subjects, equally 

divided as to sex, were randomly selected from regular end 

special classes within the New York State Public Schools. The 

groups were designated as the Educable Mentally Handicapped, 

Young Normal (elementary students), and Older Normal (secondary 

subjects). Differences between sex within the three groups 

on the variables of CA, MA and IQ were not significant. Four 

tests of simple motor performance ware administered individually 

to the subjects.· The ~le Response Time (SRT) test required 

the subject to move the preferred hand from a starting point 

to a switch ten inches away in response to a whito light. The 

288 Goocl, op. cit., p. 2. 
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median tiQe of si:( responses was rccor·ded as a trial score. 

Six trials ~Jere recorded, The Rate of Tapping (RT) test 

measured the least number of taps recorded from one to ~wo 

positions, spaced eight inches apart, during a tan-second trial 

period, Five trials ~Jere recorded, The B.1:1.i£ of Manipulation 

(RM) test measured the number of seconds required to turn 

~~~~+~~~~-tcwef1-~y-one~±nrhoiameter pegs w~ th squared bottoms a half turn 

in two horizontal rows on the form board. Five trials were 

recorded, The Choice Response Time (CRT) test required the 

subje~t to move the preferred hand from a starting point to 

one of two switches controlling either a red or a green light, 

each located ten inches away. A random presentation of the red 

and green stimulus lights ~Jas used, The median time of six 

responses was recorded as a trial score. Six trials were 

recorded, No significant differences between sexes were ob-

served in any of the three groups.289 

Despite the interesting design, several limitations 

appear. Initially, the investigator did not determine the 

reliability and validity of the four tests of simple motor per-

formance, Further, removing the selected subjects from the 

regular classroom for testing may have set the ''Hawthorne 

Effect" into motion. In addition, administering four tests 

may have altered the subjects' attitudes from test to test. 

289 James Duane Beaber, The Performance of Educable 
r'1entallv Handiccwnred EJnd Int8llcctuu.1.ly NormEOl ChildrP,.!l_Q!J. 
S8lcct2d I <.1sks Invol v ina Sir.nle r-iot or Psrforr,;ancc, (unpublished· 
Doctor's dissertation, Syracuse University, 1960), pp. 1-158. 
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Finally, feeling and motivational states about initial tests 

may have influenced tho results of subsequent tests. On the 

other hand, the random selection of subjects does permit a 

wide generalization of the finding that there may be no differ-

once between females and males in response time, finger-tapping 

rate, and rate of manipulation. This is important data for ~ 

------,-------,s.,tuay of the stereotyping of the female as not mechanical in 

1 

l 
1 

1 

Walt Disney productions. 

Shaycoft studv, A sample of nearly 500,000 high school 

students was located and tested as a part of Project Talent. 

Nearly 1,400 schools in forty-nine states participated, The 

sample consisted of four and one-half percent of all subjects 

in grades nine through twelve in the nation. The Proiect Talent 

Battery of Tests, including a number of aptitude and achievement 

measures, was administered. On both subtests of the battery 

dealing with mechanical information and reasoning, males scored 

significantly higher than did females,290 

Shaycoft's study is strengthened by use of the ProJect 

Talent Tests for:"it is stated in the Sixth Mcn·tal Measurement 

'learbo_gk thct, "Project Tolent required and got the most careful 

planning and development probably over given measurement. 

Alreacy we are indebted to Project Talent for beautiful psycho-

me tries. 11291 ~arcover, the sample affords application to nearly 

290 r'iorion F, Shaycof-t, The Idr:mtificution_, Develoernent, 
~-~iibl . .?:.fl.:t}..9.!:L.Q.f.J:!J~E-:! n T u 1 q.!:l.i.§_ , P i L t s b u r g h U n i v e r s it y , 
Pennsylvunia, report nu~ber CRP-566, 1963, pp. 1-284. 

291Buros, op, cit,, p. 1465. 
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all secondary students in America. Therefore, the finding that 

-----1 moles may be superior to females in mechanical reasoning and 

' information may be received with a great deal of confidence. 

This is vital data for a study of the stereotyping of the 

female as not mechanical. 

------i----------"'S_,i_,_m"'o"-n'-'--"s'-'~--J-I~_e_o_t~-f_o.ur-me-1-S-S-aAcl-t-we-n-t-y--i'-otJ·r-f-em·a-J-e·~----

from Southern University participated in the Simon experiment. 

In order to measure hand steadiness, subjects ware asked to keep 

a probe positioned in a small hole so as not tb touch the edge 

of the hole. The target hole was in front of the subject and 

slightly below aye level. Each subjects performed two ninety-
-

second practice trials, one with the right and one with the 

left hand. This was followed by four ninety-second test trials, 

two with each hand. A standard Steadiness Test was used. It 

consisted of a stall surface containing several holes. Analy-

sis of the criterion measure data yielded no significant dif­

ferences in performance between males and famales. 292 

Although the Steadiness Test utilized had established 

reliability and validity, some criticism of the design is in 

order: (l) Simon's sample was select, (2) its size may have 

been so small that obtaining significant differences between 

groups was mathematically impossible, and (3) the elaborate 

equipment may have induced "reactive effects" to the 

292 J. Richard Simon, ''Steediness, Handedness and Hand 
Preference," Perceptual and r';oto.£_5kills, XVIII (February, 1964), 
pp. 203~206. 
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experimental equipment. In spit" of tha limitations in the 

Simon research, the finding that there may not be significsnt 

difference between males and females on a test of hand steed-

iness is important information for an investigation of the 

stereotyping of tho female as not mechanical in Walt Disney 

films and screenplays. 

Karline study. In an experiment d~signe~ to investigate 

possible porformance differences between males and females on 

a hand-eye coordination exercise, 100 v·oli.mteer Princeton 

University students (fifty male, fifty female) performed a . . . 
simple motor task of filling Xs in circles (as rapidly as pos-

sible) for fifty minutes. It was found that there was no sig-

nificent difference between males end females in performance of 

thi~ motor task}93 

While the use of volunteer subjects biased Karlins' 

study, end the dependent measure was not tested for validity 

or reliability by the experimenter, the employment of the 

simple motor task test did reduce the possibility of ''reactive 

effects'' to experimental equipment. ConseqLJently, we may view 

the finding that sex of subject makes no difference in the 

performance of this simple hand-eye coordination motor skill 

with some degree of trust. This data is germane to the present 

293 -~2rvin ~arlins and ~lelmut.Lnmm, '1Scx Diff~rcncos 
and ~lotor Tosk Performance, 11 Perceptual and ~1otor Slcills·, XX 
April, 19G5), p. 430. 
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exploration of the stereotyping of the female as not mechanical 

in Walt Disney films and screenplays. 

Altman study. Altman translated task behaviors for each 

of thirty-one occupations into multiple~choice test it~ms. 

The items, organized into a set of twenty-four tests were admini-

college in the Parkersburg and Quincy, Massachusetts, school 

systems. Males were significantly superior to females in knowl-

edge of the following ocbupational areas: air conditioning and 

refrigeration mechanics, ap.pliance service, assembling parts, 

auto and diesel mechanics, carpentry, electricity, machine tool 

operation, heavy equipment operation, plumbing and pipefitting, 

sheet metal work and weldingJ94 

Altman's design was relatively adequate. To begin with, 

the randomly selected sample makes the results applicable to 

most ninth through junior college youth. Furthermore, the 

standardized test administration added objectivity to the testing 

situation. On the other hand, the researchist did not establish 

the validity and reliability of his measuring instrument. 

The results of this study are relevant to the present 

research regardless of the methodological limitations. That 

males ~1ay be suporior to females in knowledge of several occupa-

tiona! areas requiring rnotor skill tasi<s is significant evidence 

for an investigation of the stereotyping of the female as not 

mechnnic2l in Walt Disney films and scrBenploys. 

294Jnmes W. Altman, Research gn Gcne·ral Vocational 
CnDabilitics (Skills und Knouledocs), AmcricE!n Institute for 
Research in Eehavior2l Sciences, 19G6, pp. 1-162. 
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Rvan study. The subjects for this experiment with a 

lever-pulling motor skill were sixteen mala and twenty 

female, randomly-selected kindergarten children attending 

school in Ontario, Canada. Two experimenters were employed. 

All subjects received forty-eight trials on a laver-pulling 

apparatus. During the five-second intertrial interval, the 

experimenter recorded starting time, from the onset of a 

stimulus light to initial movement of the level, and move-

ment time, the time taken to pull the lever from top to bottom 

of its excursion. Starting and movement times were converted 

to speeds and combined into eight blocks of six trials. Mean 

starting and movement speeds for each group, were submitted 

to statistical analysis. All effects for sex were nonsignifi-

295 
cant. 

There were more methodological strengths than weak-

nesses in Ryan's design. The strengths were: .(1) employment 

of outside experimenters instead of classroom teachers in order 

to eliminate the possibility of the ''Halo Effect;" (2) the 

random selection process was utilized; and (3) the measuring 

procedure and instrument were pilot tasted, thus enabling the 

researcher to determine its reliability. Two weaknesses are 

apparent. First, the validity of the dependent measure was 

not ascertained, and second, the ''Hawthorne Effect'' may have 

295Thomas J. Ryan and Peter \-Iatson, "Children 1 s Response 
Speeds as a Function of Sex and Verbal Reinforcement Schedule," 
Psvchonomic Science, VI (October, 1966), pp. 271-272. 
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been induced by the utilization of the lever-pulling ~echanism. 

Nevertheless, the design adequacies outweight the inadequacies. 

Hence, the finding of no sex differences in the motor skill 

of lever pulling is of essence to this study. 

Alderman study. One hundred and twenty boys and girls, 

----~----,a~(Je8-teR-an8-1'GlJ-r-t@s-R-vl~s-~B-~anGiomJ.-y-selgc±gd_f~om_eigh±-Ldmon,~-~---­

ton public grade schools. All subjects were tested in the 

space of five weeks, during after-school hours, in the research 

unit laboratories. Subjects were tested on the rho apparatus 

in order to determine age and sex differences in performance 

of a speed of arm movement motor task. The subject was pre-

sented with the task of making a guided, circular, horizontal 

arm movement of a single orbit that blended into a tangent so 

that the hand moved forward to touch a target with normal 

follow through. The movement was made at maximal speed 

throughout, with appropriate microswitches activated at three 

one-hundredths of a second chronoscopes to measure reaction 

time. Subjects were given fifty trials. The reliability co­

efficients for initial and final levels of skill and for the 

learning scores were calculated using the first four trials and 

last four trials of performDnce. The calculated reliabilities 

for initial scores and final scores respectively were .69 and 

.82. The results for initial and final performance ware 

remarkably consistent: fourteen-year-olds were significantly 



superior to tcn-yoar-olds and males were significantly better 

296 than females. 

Even though random selection of subjects gave the 

findings wide goneralizability among ten and fourteen year 

olds and the researcher established the reliability of his 

174 

dependent measure, some limitations did exist. For one thing, 

testing the subjects·aftor school hours in a laboratory may 

have induced "reactive effects'' to experimental equipment and 

procedures. In addition, the validity of the dependent measure 

was not determined. Not\vithstanding these points, this study 

is apposite to the present work due to tho finding that males 

may be superior to females in arm speed, 

Gcndry study. This study was undertaken to determine 

the effect of sex upon performance in horizontal arm-positioning 

as measured by absolute error, directional error and latency. 

The motor task required that the subject reproduce a series of 

movements in a horizontal plane away from the midline of the 

body. The subject's arm rested on a lever which could be 

rotated through an arc of eighty-seven degrees. Forty subjects, 

twenty men and twenty women, graduate students at Colurnbia 

University, New York City, participated in the study. For the 

particular population investigated, the differences obtained 

between the sexes failed to reach a level of significance 

296 Richerd B. Alderman, ''Age and Sex Differences in 
Learning und Performance of an Arm Speed r~. .. ,otor Task, 11 The 
Research Dua~tBrl~, XXXIX (October, 1968), pp. 429-431. 
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beyond chance expectations. 
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-~ Several design limitations detract from the Gundry 
' 

work. First, Gundry failed to establish the vali~itY an6 

reliability of the dependent measure. Second, the sample is 

select, and third, it may be too small to mathematically 

permit the finding of statistically significant differences. 

In addition, the test equipment may have set the ''Haw~horne 

Effect• intri operation, Nevertheless, it is germane because 

it did not corroborate the findings of the arm-movement study 

of Alderman. Consequently, there may not be significant dif-

ferences between males and females in arm movement ability. 

Hoffman study. The-experimenter utilized a telegraph 

key attached to a multiple-pen-event recorder to measure finger 

speed of males and fernales. Two hundred fifty-six subjects 

enrolled in an introductory psychology class at the University 

of Bridgeport participated in the experiment. The subjects 

were seated at a table in a small booth and instructed to ''tap'' 

in whatever manner felt most comfortable to them for the duration 

of a signal light (ten seconds). Males were significantly 

faster in finger tapping rate than females. 298 

297 Ann Tucker Gundry, Sox Differences in the Performance 
"of a Selected Hotor . ..l§..§Js., (unpublished Doot·or 1 s dissertation, 
Columbia University, 1968), pp. 1-120. 

298 
D. T. Hoffman, ''Sex Differences in Preferred Finger 

Tapping Rates," Perceptual and Hotor Skills, XXIX (October, 
1969), p. 676. 
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Although experimental equipment and procedures may have 

induced the ''Hawthorne Effect,'' and lack of standardized test-

ing procedures may have reduced the reliability of the depen-

dent measure, the positive aspects of the study tend to loom 

larger, Accordino to the Sixth ~ental Measuren1ents Yearbook, 

the validity coefficients with typing course grades and words 

per minute as criteria for the Tapping Test range from ,95 to 

.73. The average split-half reliability coefficient was 

299 
.90. Thus, Hoffman provided relevant data for the present 

research when he found that males may have significantly faster 

finger movement than females. · 

Singer studx. Forty-hJo sixth-grade children (nineteen 

boys and twenty-three girls) and thirty third-grade children 

(seventeen boys and thirteen girls) participated in en investi-

gation of the performance of four motor skills. All of the 

subjects were students at the Illinois State University 

L~borato~y School. Grip strength was measured with an adjust-

able Stoelting hand dynamometer. Four trials were recorded: 

one with the dominont hand, one with the nondominant hand and 

then repeated in the same order. To obtain a measure of reaction 

time, the reaction time system was connected to a timing device. 

Each subject was given five trials and the total time for all 

five trials represented the reaction time in the study. A 

stabilombter was constructed to measure balance ability. 

299,B urost op. cit., p. 52. 
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Balance score was the total of six trials of thirty-second 

duration .. Tho Minnesota Rate of Manioulation Test was used as 

an indicator of speed of hand-arm movement. The sum of the 

time recorded in two trials determined each subject's score. 

The results of this study demonstrated that males were signifi-

300 cantly superior to females on all four motor skills studied. 

Several aspects of Singer's work may be termed as. 

limitations: (1) the sample was selective; (2) even though 

one of the dependent measures, The r'1innesota Rate of haniE_ula-

tion Test, had established reliability and validity, the other 

three tests did not; (3) the v~riety of equipment and experi-

mental procedure may have resulted in "reactive effects," and 

(4) the utilization of the same students as subjects for four 

tests may have caused multiple treatment interference. Despite 

the several methodological errors, this study is pertinent to 

the present investigation because it poses the possibility that 

females may be inferior to males in grip strength, reaction 

time, balance ability and manipulation rate. 

In this experiment to test some aspects 

of arm-hand coordination, Corment utilized eighty subjects 

(forty males and forty females) chosen at random from the 

introductory psychology classes at McMaster University, 

300 Robert N. Singer, "Physical Characteristic, Percep­
tual-Motor, and Intelligence Differences between Third- and 
Sixth-grade Children,'' The Research Quarterly, XL (December, 
1969), pp. 803-Bll. 
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Hamilton, Canada. The apparatus used was a modified~arbronds-

Lindsey conditioning panel connected to standard programming 

and timing units in an adjoining room. The panel consi~ted 

of two levers that could be pulled out and that were returned 

by an adjustable tension spring to their original position. 

Below each lever was a chute for the delivery of reinforcements 

and above each lever was a counter that accumulated the number 

of reinforcements each subject obtained. The subjects were 

brought to the experimental room and were seated before the 

panel and instructed in the experimental procedures: "This 

experiment is concerned with some aspects of coordination. All 

you have to do is pull the levet. A ball bearing will drop 

whenever you pull it right. Start to work when these lights 

come on and stop when they go off." An analysis of the results 

showed a significant main effect of sex, reflecting a greater 

overall number of responses made by males}Ol 

In spite of the fact that the utilization of the random 

assignment of the subjects permits generalization of the results 

to most introductory psychology students at the college level, 

some problems with the work must be. noted. The experimental 

procedures and equipment may have induced "reactive effects.'' 

Further, the validity and reliability of the dependant measure 

were. not determined. Finally, receiving ball bearings as a 

301 J, W. Carmcnt, ''Rate of Simple Motor Responding as 
a Function of Coaction, Competition and Sex of the Participants," 
Psychsmomic Sci~, XIX (June, 1970), pp. 342-343. 
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reinforcement may have appealed to males more than it did to 

the females, However, the finding that males may be superior 

to females in certain aspects of coordination does corroborate 

the findings of several studies above, This data will aid in 

the drawing of conclusions concerning the stereotyping of the 

female as not mechanical in Walt Disney films and screenplays. 

Latchford study. The subjects for Latchford's study 

Were ninety-six students (forty-eight males and forty-eight 

females) selected at random from the introductory psychology 

classes as McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. The 

apparatus consisted of a panel-mounted, self-cantering toggle 

switch connected to programming and counting units behind a 

partition in the same room. The subjects were brought to the 

room, seated comfortably before a panel and ware instructed: 

"This experiment is connected with some aspects of hand-finger 

coordination. \:Je would like you to move this lever back and 

forth something like this ••• with your thum and first two 

fingers clasped around it. Please use nnly one hand throughout 

the test. The experiment lasts for ten minutes; after five, I 

will stop you and you may rest for three minutes.'' It was 

found that there ware no differences attributable to the sex of 

the subjects~02 · 

302·r·iargarot Latchford and D. VI. Carment, "RCJte of Simple 
Motor Responding as a Function of Coaction, Sex of tho Partici­
pants and the Presence of the Experimenter,'' Psychonomic 
Science, XX (August, 1970), p. 253-254. 
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Two methodological difficulties in the Latchford work 

should be mentioned. First, the ''Hawthorne Effect" may have 

been set in motion by the elaborate experimental equipment. 

Next, the validity and the reliability of the dependent measure 

was not determined. On the other hand, the findings of the 

study are widely applicable due to the random selection 

process. Hence, the results of this experiment are apropos to 

the currant study. It is essential data that there may be no 

difference between the sexes in soma aspects of finger-hand 

coordination. 

Annett study. Annett sat out to study the differences 

between the sexes in manual speed of the hands. Ninety-nine 

boys and 120 girls selected at random, were examined in eight 

schools in different districts of Hull, England. The schools 

ware two mixed nursery, three mixed infant-ju~ior, one girls' 

and one boys' secondary modern and one mixed grammar. Student 

ages ranged from three and one-half to fifteen years. The 

subjects were sean individually •. The apparatus consisted of 

two boards, each with a row of two holes, one-half inch in 

diameter and one inch apart. The boards were fixed at a dist­

ance of eight inches between the rows. The apparatus was placed 

near the edge of a tabla of appropriate height or on a chair 

for small children so that the child standing could move the 

pegs with arms comfortably flexed. The task was introduced 

immediately to the child as he entered the room. An electrical 

timing device was started and stopped by the experimenter. In 
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the analysis of results there were no significant differences 

between the sexes for the right hand. Males were significantly 

faster than females with the left hand}03 

Two methodological strengths of Annett's work are 

evident. To begin with, the selection process affords gen-

eralization of the finding to most children between the ages 

of three and one-half and fifteen years of age. Then,, use of 

the simple peg board test may have reduced the possibility of 

the ''Hawthorne Effect.'' The one limiting factor was that the 

dependent measure's reliability and validity were not ascer-

tained. The findings of the study that there may be no differ-

ences in manual speed between the sexes with the right hand 

but differences in the favor of the male with the left hand is 

of essence to the current experiment. 

Milne study. Milne examined motor performance of young 

children. The sample of 300 males and 300 females from kinder-

garten, grade one and grade two was randomly determined by 

proportional stratification by school. The study was conducted 

in Battle Creek, f"tichigan. Each child \-las given the f~otor 

Performance Battery \vhich includes items for agility, pmvar, 

flexibility, endurance and reaction tirna. The analysis of tha 

results indicated that sex was a significant factor in flexi-

bility, power and endurance. In these three aspects the males 

303-Marion Annett, ''The Growth of Manual Preference and 
Speed, 11 British Journ<:Jl of Psychology, LXI (November, 1970), 
pp. 545-552. 
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scored higher than the females. In agility and reaction time, 

there were no significant sex differences.304 

Milne's work is a model of design efficiency; consequently 

the results are applicable to nearly all children in kinder-

garten through grade two. To achieve this the researchist: 

(1) employed a rigorous sample selection procedure; (2) used 

a standardized measuring instrument of established validity 

and reliability; (3) utilized the normal school testing pro-

cedures, and (4) employed simple experimental equipment. 

Therefore, one may have confidence in the demonstrated specific 

sex differences in motor ability. Males may be superior to 

females in motor skill flexibility, power and endurance. On 

the other hand, there may be no sex differences in motor skill 

agility and reaction time. All of this is vital data for an 

experiment to determine the stereotyping of females as not 

mechanical in Walt Disney films and screenplays. 

Hill study. This investigation of the relationship of 

the reaction times and movement times of primary grade childre.n 

utilized the Im1a Brace Test of f"1otor Abilit.::,t as a dependent 

measure. The subjects were 133 males and 123 females. The 

children attended public schools in Athens, Georgia, and were 

between five and eight years old. Statistical treatment of the 

304 Duane Conrad Milne, The Relation between Anxiety and 
Motor Performance in Young Children, (unpubiished Doctor's 
dissertation, Michigan State University, 1970), pp. 1-94. 
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data revealed significant sex differences in reaction time and 

movement time in favor of males.305 

Two strengths of theHillstudy were that: (1) a test 

of k~own reliability and validity was employed, and (2) the 

fact that the tests were administered in the school setting and 

did not require elaborate equipment. On the ot~er hand, the 

researchist neglected to randomly select the subjects. This 

fact limits the application of results to children similar to 

the subjects employed by Hill. Nevertheless, the fact that it 

corroborates the findings of investigations reviewed above, gives 

it pertinence to the work at hand. 

Summary of the female as mechanical or not mechanical, 

In order to summarize the section concerned with the female as 

mechanical, the investigator organized the studies into two cate-

gories, First, the ability of the female as compared with that 

of the male to operate mechanisms was reviewed. This was fol-

lowed by a discussion of sex differences in mechanical informa-

tion. 

To begin with, the studies of Beaber 306 and LatchforJ
07 

found no sex differences in the ability to operate mechanisms 

requiring finger movement. In contrast, Hoffman did. He 

305 James Fred Hill, Jr. Interrelations of the Reaction 
Time, Movement Time, Motor Abilitv. and Physical Fitness of 
Children Five Through Eight Years Old, (unpublished Doctor's 
dissertation, University of Georgia, 1971), pp. 1-106, 

306 Ibid., p. 158, .30l Ibid,, p. 253, 

308 
Ibid , I p • 6 7 6 , 
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found males were superior in this task. In addition to this, 

several studies were concerned with the hands and the operation 

of mechanisms. Simon~09, for instance, showed that there was 

no difference in the abilities of the males and females to oper-

ate mechanisms requiring hand steadiness. In addition, according 

to Karlins 310 , males and females operated machines requiring 

-----r------ih<rml-eye cooroJ.nat-ion equally well. Furthermore, the sexes did 

not differ in Berber•s 311 study in their operation of machines 

dealing with hand speed. Singer 312 in contrast to the above, 

findings, did determine that males ware superior in operating 

mechanisms requiring hand strength. 

Arm movement and the performance of males and females on 

machinery was the subj act of some. other investigations. Gundry313 , 

Singer 314,. and Carment315 all found that males were superior to 

females in this skill. On the other hand, tha findings of Rya~16 

did not substantiate this. Ha cited no difference between tha 

saxas in ability to operata mechanisms requiring arm movement. 

Another area of study dealt with reaction time and 

to operate mechanisms. 
;317 

For example, Singer. and 

the ability 

Hill318 

reported that males excelled over females in performance with 

0 d t 0 H M 01 319 mechanisms requiring rap~ reac ~ons. owevar, ~ ne found 

that there was no sex difference in the operation of the test 

machinery due to reaction time. 

309 310 3ll Ibid. , 158. Ibid., p. 203. Ibid., p. 430. p. 
312 313 

Ibid 
314 

Ibid., p. 803. . ' P• . 120. Ibid., p. 803. 
315 

Ibid., 342. 
316 

Ibid., 271. 317 Ibid., 803. p. P• p. 
318 

I bid. , 106. 
319 

Ibid., p.94. p. 
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Last, in all other mechanical skills studied, males 

were superior to females. Thus, mechanisms requiring balance, 

power, flexibility, and endurance were more effectively operated 

by the males. 

In addition to tests of the ability in operation of 

mechanisms, some investigators were interested in conducting 

mechanical information comparisons between males and females. 

_120 
Shaycof-t: , for instance, found males to be superior to females 

in both mechanical infnrmation and reasoning. In like manner, 

Altma~21 , reported that males were superior to females in mech-

anical knowledge, thus corroborating Shaycoft's research. 

Therefore, it may be said that males were superior to· 

females in the skills and abilities required to operate many 

mechanisms. At the same time, it must be remembered that no 

differences were reported between the sexes regarding the skills 

necessary to perform other mechanical tasks. 

As far as knowledge of mechanisms was concerned, males 

were superior to females in every instance reviewed. 

320! b. d 
J. • I p. 289. 321 Ibid., p. 162. 
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VII. THE FEMALE AS TALKATIVE DR NOT TALKATIVE 

Introduction 

This portion of the present report deals with a review 

of the research which has been done comparing the male and 

female on various aspects ·of talking. It was theorized above 

----'------t-h-a-t-fema-l-es-il"l-W-a-l-t-D-i-sne-y-f-i-l-ms-ancl-se-r-eenp-l-a-ys-ha-v-e-8e-en------

stereotyped as excessively talkative, This chronological 

review explores data relevant to that topic, 

Lindzey study, This research was intended to examine 

the possibility of sex differences in verbal productivity. 

The subjects consisted of forty male and forty female under-

graduates from Syracuse University. They were enrolled in an 

introductory psychology course and were required to participate 

in research as part of the course procedure. They were per-

mitted to select the particular study in which they took part. 

The dependent measure was a multiple choice version of the 

Thematic Aoperce£lion Test. The test was administered to the 

subjects by means of projector and screen. It was determined 

that five of twelve variables showed significant differences 

between males and females, Females made more statements beyond 

the subject, they showed greater verbal productivity, their 

stories contained more ideas, they were more involved in their 

stories and they demonstrated more evidence of dominance moti­

vation, 322 

322 Gardner Lindzey and Morton Silverman, ''Thematic 
Apperception Test: Techniques of Group Administration, Sex 
Differences, and the Role of Verbal Productivity,'' Journal of 
personality, XXVII (September, 1959}, pp. 311-316. 
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There are aspects nf Lindzey's work which are limited. 

To begin with, the fact that the subjects were allaw_ed to 

select the study of their choice provided a bias sample. 

Further, The Sixth Mental Measurements Yearbook reported on 

the TAT reliability and validity: ''Estimates of scoring relia-

bili ty range from • 54 to • 91. The average inte_r_nal~c_an_sis-tenc~'----

reliability of .13 indicates a grave need far caution. There is 

a lack of reassuring validative stu~ies.323 Dna positive factor 

was that giving the test in the group situation may have 

reduced the "reactive effects" to experimental procedures. 

Despite its limitations, this research is apropos to the study 

at hand, for it found that females may make mare statements 

beyond the subject then males, be mare verbally productive 

than males, use mare ideas in their stori-es and get mare 

involved in their stories than males. This is essential data 

far a study of the stereotyping of the females as talkative 

in Walt Disney films and screenplays. 

Edmonds study. Edmons proposed to investigate the 

verbal abilities of a socioeconomically depressed group of 

boys and girls of like intellectual ability in order to discover 

sex differences. The subjects for this study were eleventh-

323 B .t uros, op. c1. . , pp. 245-246. 
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reliability for the total test of about • 95. "· 325 Consequently, 

one may be assured that this research is pertinent to the 

current study. A finding that there may not be sex differences 

in verbal ability between males and females is data of import 

for an investigation of the stereotyping of females as talkative 

in Wblt Disney films and screenplays. 

Friedlander study. This examination of the articulatory 

level of a socially disadvantaged group of children in a New 

York City Heed Start program involved 150 children~ They ranged 

from four to six years of age. The group \vas composed. of: ( 1) 

children with Spanish language background, (2) children from 

native Negro families, end (3) children of white families. All 

children were tested with the Templin-Darley Diagnostic Test of 

Articulation. A taped conversation with each child was used for 

evaluation of verbal proficiency by an independent group of 

examiners. No significant differences were found between the 

. 326. 
sexes in verbal performance. 

325Buros, op. cit., p. 452. 

. 326·Goorge H. Friedlander, Report on the Articulatory 
and Iotellic1ibilitv StotLJS of Soci2lly ilis8dvantaqcd Pre-School 
ChildrEn. InstitutE! for Retarded Children of the Shield of 
David, New York, December, 19G5, pp. 1-63. 
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A critiquD of thD work leads to several suggDstions for 

its improvement: (1) thD measurss should have probably been 

weighted according to their amount of extraneous variation; 

(2) the interjudge reliability should have been ascertained for 

the examiners who rated the tapes, and (3) the criterion for 

rating the tapes should have been checked for validity and 

----,------l?El-l-ia8~-l-i-t-y-. -Bn-the---uth<n'-mmo , certain aspects of the study 

- - ------i 
J 

1 

were quito adequate. The Templin-Darley Diagnostic Test is 

termed a "sound test" in the Sixth Mental Measurement Yearbook}27 

IM. addition, use of the two dependent measures provided more data 

than the use of a single instrument could have contributed. 

Finally, due to sample selection procedures, the results of 

the examination can be generalized to most urban Head Start 

children. Therefore, a finding of no significant differences 

between the sexes in verbal performance is germane to the pres-

ent work. This is relevant data for an investigation of the 

stereotyping of the female as talkative in Walt Disney films 

and screenplays. 

Otto stud)!. The dependent measure the resaarchist 

utilized to investigate sax differences in sensory responses 

was a list of thirty-five concrete nouns adapted from a stimulus 

word list. Subjects were from three schools in Madison, 

I I· ' ;,J_sconsJ.n: ( 1) an a.ll-1~hi te elementary school, ( 2) an all 

Negro elementary school, end (<l} an' ail Neg:fi:f' h·igh school. 

32].8 
1 uros, . t " 1 3 or . c 1 • , p • ..::_._ • 
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A total of 330 pupils participated in the research. Subjects 

wore instructed to give a response to each.stimulus, whether 

verbal or pictorial. As each verbal stimulus was presented, 

the experimenter enunciated the word, Pictorial stimuli were 

taped and evaluated as to verbal fluency by three independent 

judges, Girls gave significantly more responses per stimulus 

than boys~Z8 

Otto negle~ted some important factors in his research 

design, First, random selection of subjects would have pro-

vided for greater application of the results. Second, validity 

and reliability of the stimulus list was not established. 

Third, interrater reliability was not determined, and last, 

the reliability and .validity for the judgmental criterion was 

not checked. In spite of the problems mentioned above, the 

fact that the findings of this study corroborated the hypothesis 

of the current study makesOtto's research of interest here. 

Gallacher study, As part of a study to examine certain 

dimensions of cognitive style, Gallagher also noted verbal 

exrressiveness of males and fe-males. Sixty-eight aCademically 

talented students from the Chicago area were involved in this 

study. They were randomly selected from ten classrooms at the 

junior and senior high school level. Tape recordings of five 

consecutive class sessions in each of the ten classrooms were 

328Vayne Otto, Relationship of nace, Sex and Grode to 
Resoon~cs tq Verbal gncl PictorinJ StimuJ.i, t;isconsin University, 
f'-:iadi.son, ~:cpor·~ iJurlibcr BH-5~~[]216· .. 3, .. lanuury, 19 G6, pp ." 1-11 
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recorded and transcribed for further analysis. Each subject 

received an adjusted score. This was obtained by dividing 

the students' five-day production by total class production. 

Thus, a subject who gave ten responses in a class of 100 

responses would have the same adjusted score; as one who gave 

twenty responses in a class where 200 total responses were 

given. This adjusted score was calculated by sex. It was. 

found that girls were significantly more expressiVe in their 

1 f th ' 329 c ass per orn1ance an were ooys. 

Gallagher employed soma unique design features in his 

research. One was the use of the nonreactive measure. This 

greatly enhanced his study. Another was achieved by building 

the evaluation into regular class sessions and employing regular 

staff. Thus the "Hm·1thorne 11 or "guine·a pig" affect was reduced. 

One criticism would have to be that Gallagher did not ascertain 

the reliability of his measurement recording system. Because 

the strengths of the investigation overshadow the limitations, 

the findings of this study should be given credence. That 

females may be more tall,ative than males has been hypothesized 

above. This investigation tends to support that thesis. 

HD1V_lltudv. In g:1th8ring deta for a cross-cultural 

experiment, Haly studiod the frequen2y of individual speeches 

in American families. The sample consisted of eighty dyads 

329 
-Ja~es J. Gallaghor and Willia~ C. Jenne, ''ThD Relation-

ship of Cognitive Style to Classrooril Expressiveness ond Associated 
Variables,'' Journ2l of Educationnl Research, L;( (February, 1967), 
pp. 273-279. 
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from the ~iddla west. All families contacted were middle-

class. They all agreed to participate; the recruiter visited 

them in their homes and each fanily was paid five dollars. As 

stimuli for conversation, the families were provided with e 

questionnaire con1posod of neutral items. The fan1ily was asked 

to roach joint decisions on tho items. Additionally, the 

----+------faroiTies \·Jere exposed to three sets of three TAT cards. and 

i 

---1 

_1 

asked to make up a jointly composed story. The total joint 

interview lasted about an hour with the interviewer out of the 

room once instructions had been given. The ~easurement chos~n 

was the frequency of audible sounds made by the family members 

during the interview. Each participant wore a throat micro-

phone connected to a small computer in the adjacent room. The 

computer automatically computed the frequencies of audible 

sounds for each subject. The computer worked directly from 

the throat microphones and printed a result each four minutes. 

Thus, no human judgment was involved in the measurement. An 

analysis of the data demonstrated that there was no significant 

difference between males and females in frequency of partici-

pat ion. 330 

Although Haly 1 s work has certain strengths, some limiting 

factors appear. ThB strengths were (1) the measurerr1ent was 

extremely objective cnrl (2) he achieved perfect reliability and 

330 
Joy Holy, ''Cross-Cultural Exparimentetion: An 

Initial Attempt,• Humon Organization, XXVI (Foll,l967), 
pp. 111-117. 



validity for his response recording. On the other hand, the 

weaknesses were that (1) the reliability and validity of his 

questionnaire for stimulation of discussion was not checked, 

(2) TAT c~rds, as noted above, may lack validity and reliabil­

ity, (3) generalization of his finding is limited by the bias 

of paid volunteers, and (4) the slaborate equipment may have 

194 

-----1------±nduc-e-d---th--,-"11a~Ji:norne Effect. 11 Despite the. above limitations, 

the objective manner of data collection mskes this study 

important in examining the hypothesis. Hence, a finding that 

there may be no difference in talking frequency in a family 

setting is vital data to a study concerned with the stereo­

typing of the female as talkative in Valt Disney movies and 

screenplays. 

Quijano study. Quijano set out to examine language 

performance of boys and girls in three cultures (Mexican, 

Mexican-American and Anglo-American). In the study three 

groups were investigated. One group was composed of first­

graders from elementary schools in Laredo, Texas. The second 

group was composed of first-graders from Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, 

Mexico. The third group was made up of first-graders from 

Denton, Texas. There were thirty in each group, fifteen boys 

and fifteen girls. The groups were matched for age, sex, and 

grade level. Tho Van Alstyne Picture· Vocabulary Test (an 

English language instrument translated into Spanish for this 

study) was administered to the subjects. Statistical techniques 

were utilized which led to the conclusion that there were no 



significant differences between girls and boys on the test of 

verbal ability.lll 

Several improvements could have been made in Quijano's 

design. Initially, the sample group may have been too small 
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to make the obtaining of significant differences between groups 

statistically possible. Furthermore, if she had pooled her 

----~-----rFPe<isC!ults and analyzed them, significant differences might have 

-------j 
i 

occurred. Finally, she attempted to control subject variability 

by matching, a procedure that leaves much to be desired. All 

aspects of the work were not negative, however. The dependant 

measure was translated into Spanish for use with the Spanish-

speaking subjects, and lhe Sixth Mental Measurement Yearbook 

reports the validity correlation range from .49 to .71. Split~ 

half reliabilities range from .71 to .85. 332 · Quijano provides 

additional evidence that there may be no differences between 

the sexes in verbal expressiveness. 

Gilbert studv. Sex differences in verbal expressiveness 

was a variable in a study by Gilbert. The sample consisted of 

102 children, four through six years old, attending two kinder-

garten classes, and two first-grade classes in New York City. 

The children were English-speaking Caucasians. Homeroom 

teachers rated each child on a thirty-two item adjective check 

331 Teresa Quijano, A Cross-Cultural Study of Sex Differ­
ences Among Firs~-G_:ad~ on a V~al Tes't,-(unpublj_shsd r'laster's 
Thesis, Texas Woman's University, Texas, 1968), pp. 1-60, 

'332!:3 't c';r• uros, op. cJ .. , p . .i:Jir. 
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list covering areas pertin.ent to ·the study, The teache:r;s did 

not rate the girls as significantly more openly expressive or 

more verbal than boys,33s 

Although the researchist developed an unobtrusive mea-

sure of verbal behavior, it was limited for two r.easons. First, 

no criterion schedule was developed, aacoad, interrater relia~ 
----1~--------'------~--~-~'-----~· ...... "'. ·~~ 

bility was not determined, A~othe:i!"'iimitation occurred when 

--------] 

the classroom teachers were utilized as raters of their own 

homerooms, for this may have .. induced the ''Halo Effect.'' On the 

positive side, employment of the classroom setting and regular 

teachers may have reduced the "Hawthorne Effect." Even though 

Gilbert's work had methodological errors, findings suggesting that 

there may be no differences between the sexes in verbal expres-

siveness are relevant to the current research. 

Philigp study_. In order to investigate verbal fluency, 

flexibility and originality, Philipp administered The Torrance 

Tests of Creative Thinking (Verbal Form A) to all her subjects. 

Sixty-five fourth grade children in an upper-middle-class suburb 

of a large urban area served as subjects. The mean age of the 

subjects was ten years, The researcher administered the test to 

all subjects. There proved to be no significent differences 

333 Doris C. Gilbert, ''The Young Child's Awareness of 
Affect,'' Child Develonm8nt, XL (June, 1969), pp. 629-639. 



between the males and females in verbal fluency, flexibility 

or originality ,334 · 

While the use of the small sample may have made it 

mathematically impossible to obtain significant differences 
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between the groups, the researcher employed a dependent measure 

of established validity and reliability. Moreover. her utilize-

t~on of the reactive measure in the regular classroom setting 

may have reduced ''reactive effects'' to experimental procedures 

and equipment. NohJi thstanding the problem of sample size 1 

this experiment is apropos to the current study. That males 

and females may not vary in verbal fluency, flexibility and 

originality is of essence to an investigation of the stereotyping 

of the female as talkative. 

Gall study. This study explored the relation of person-

ality traits and sex of subjects to oral language productivity. 

Twenty men and twenty-nine women, ranging in age from eighteen 

to thirty, wore recruited from the student population of the 

University of California at Berkeley. Each subject was indi-

vidually seen in a session lasting about two and one-half hours. 

The experimenter told the subject: ''I am interested in the ways 

people talk about their environments; I will be showing you 

several situations and asking you to tell me about them. I 

334 Joan A. Philipp, ''Comparison of Motor Creativity with 
Figure and Verbal Creativity, and Selected ['"<otor Skills" The 
Research Quarterly, XL (March, 1969), pp. 163-172. 
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will be ,tope recording what you say. I want to assure you that 

everything you say will be held in strict confidence.'' The 

subjects were then asked to talk about nine visual displays for 

a period of two minutes each. Typed transcriptions were made 

of the subject's spoken descriptions. Oral language productiv-

ity was measured by counting the number of words in each des-

c ription of a visual display~ll_wo-:r-aB-Ii-t~teTeu-t:Jy subj sets 

were counted. No significant differences between the sexes in 

oral language productivity were found. 335 

It is vital to note several difficulties in Gall's 

research design. First, the sample is selective end biased by 

the utilization of volunteers. Besides this, the sample may be 

too small to show significance. Although Gall has designed a 

rigorously controlled dependent measure which has built-in 

validity and reliability, the reliability and validity of the 

visual display cards was not determined. The work is of 

interest here, in spits of the design problems, for using an 

adult sample, Gall corroborated the findings which other studies 

obtained with children. 

~iil ton study. The verbalizations of sixty-seven girls 

and seventy-five boys were studied by Milton. The subjects 

were Caucasian children living in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Parents varied in educational background from those who did not 

335 
Heredith D. Gall, "Non-Linguistic Factors in Oral 

Language Productivity,'' Percentual and Motor Skills, XXIX 
(DecenJber, 1969), pp. 871-874. 
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complete high school to those with graduate degrees. The 

subjects were twenty-seven months of age. The evaluation 

included a two and one-half hour laboratory visit, followed 

within two weeks by a six- to eight-hour home observation. 

The children were administered the following laboratory pro-

cedures, in a fixed order from which six verbalization scores 

----i _____ W_er_e_de-r-i-v-e-Gi-:-{-l-)-f-ree-p-iory--motl1er anacfiild Were left alone 

in a room for a five-minute adaptation period, followed by a 

thirty-minute play period during which toys were available. 

The variables of interest for the present research were total 

time the child spoke during either the adaptation or play period; 

{2) narrated visual scenes--each subject was shown a series of 

twenty-three chromatic scenes, soma of which illustrated famil-

iar objects; others illustrated discrepant events. The variable 

of study was the number of times which the subject issued a 

description of the scenes; {3) human forms--each child was 

shown a series of four diffdrent but related forms. The main 

variable \vas the total number of stimulus-related 1mrds spoken 

by the child; (4) clay faces--finally, each child ~1as shm~n a 

--j 

l 
1 

series of four clay masks of a male face. The main variable was 

the total number of words spoken by the child. An examiner, who 

had not seen the child in the laboratory, visited the home and 

administered two vocabulary tests, Finally, after six-eight 

hours of observing ths mother-child interaction, the researchist 

rated the child's speech quality on a seven-point scale. 



Sex differences in the n1ean scores were small and non-

. . f. t 3.3 6 
s~gn~ J.can • 

Two serious methodological problems must be mentioned 

in connection with the Milton study. First, the validity 

and reliability of the verbalization stimuli were not deter-

mined. Second, the number of tests administered to these 

subjects may have induced multiple-treatment interference. 
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While this is true, counting all words spoken by the subjects 

provided rigorous control over validity and reliability of 

the measurment procedure, and must enhance the level of confi-

dance in the finding that there may be no difference between the 

sexes in verbalization. 

Ross study. After taking bess rate measures of verbal 

behavior using e specially devised Storv Telling Test, thirty-

six children (eighteen boys and eighteen girls) with e mean 

age of four years, four months, were assigned to matched 

experimental and control groups. All of the children came 

from a semi-rural area in Suffolk County, New York. Their 

families were in the low income segment of the population. The 

children in the experimental group participated in daily half-

hour gro~p sessions for a period of seven weeks during which 

they were given systematic language training based on rein~ 

forcemcnt principles. The children in the control group 

336 
-cheryl Milton, Sex Differences in Generaljty and 

£..ontiiJ.!!i ty-.9..f__Y_erba~..Ji.§.Elponsivi ty, Proceodings of the Seventy..; 
seventh Annual Convention of the American Psychological 
Association, 1969, Harvard University. 
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continued attending the regular Head Start program. Upon con-

elusion of the seven-week training period, the children in both 

groups ware posttested with the measure used in the pretest. 

The test measured use of adjectives, construction of sentences, 

and number of words produced, It was found that there was no 

significant difference between the sexes on the variables 

---,-----stcrdre-d-;-'ll3J' 

-l 
l 

Ross' pretest and control group design gave this inves-

tigation rigorous control over the research variables. On the 

other hand, there is the possibility that administering the 

pretest may have increased the sensitivity of the subjects. 

Moreover, random selection would have increased the generalize-

bility of the results, In addition, the ~etching procedure has 

limitations. Last, the reliability and validity of the depen-

dent measure were not assessed. While there are obvious reasons 

for questioning the methodology employed by Ross, his conclusion 

that there may be no difference between the sexes in number of 

adjectives utilized, complexity of sentence construction and 

number of words produced, is of interest to the present inves-

tigator. 

Smith study, This experiment was concerns~ with the 

length of verbalizations of children in a Buffalo, New York 

Head Start program. The subjects were fifty-six four-year old 

337
111an D. Ross, IncrEl2sing Verbal--.fmQ~l!is:;_ation Skills 

In Cultur2lly Dis2dvont~ncd 2r8-school Children, State University 
of ~ew York, Stony Brook, Office of Education, Washington, D.C. 
Bureau of Research, August, 1969, pp. 1-51 
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children. They were observed in four different communication 

patterns and the mean length of their verbalizations was 

recorded. The patterns used were the dyad, the triad, the 

small group, and the role-playing triad. Females produced 

significantly more ~peach per response then males across all 

3:3fr conditions.···· ·-

----~----------IWGJ-Gie.s.i§n-l+m±tat-i-an-s-wnicn occurred in Smith's experi-

ment were: (1) exposing the subjects repeatedly to experimental 

conditions which may have caused multiple-treatment inter-

ference, and (2) the researchist not ehcking his reliability 

as an observer. On the other hand, by using the length of 

response as a dependent measure, he probably assured its valid-

ity and reliability. Therefore, the finding that the length of 

female verbalization may exceed that of the male may be held 

with little reservation. 

§_ross study. The verbalization of first, third and fifth 

graders were examined by Gross. Subjects were from the Urbana, 

Illinois, public schools. Ten subjects of each sex at the 

three grade levels were randomly selected from the total school 

population and composed the sample of sixty subjects. The 

stimulus materials consisted of arrays of four toys. The sub-

jects were tested individually. They were presented with the 

338 - . 
Denn1.s R. Sr,lith,IJ:l.g_Effact of Four Cqmmunications 

PatteriJ..§......it1]_!L_S~L..Q_~---~cHlqt!J_SJf Vcrbcg_.ization in Soeech of Four­
Year Old ChildTen, State University of New York Research 
Foundation, Office of Economic Opportunity, Washington, D.C. 
Mar~h, 1970, pp. 1-25. 
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arrays and asked to verbalize about them, All responses to 

the arrays w~re recorded verbatim for each subject and sub-

mitted to three independent judges for rating. Two warm-up 

series were presented to assure appropriate comprehension of 

the task requirements. Following this, the series of six 

arrays were presented. The interrater reliability was .99. 

The summary of the statistical analysis indicated that sex 
339· 

was not significant.~ -

The methodological strengths of this study were that: 

203 

(l) the randomization increased the generalizability of Gross' 

results, and (2) he did establish the interjudge reliability. 

On the other hand, removing the subjects from their classroom, 

which may have caused "reactive effects" to the experimental 

procedures, and not ascertaining the reliabil.ity and validity 

of the dependent measure, may be considered the study limita-

tions. Nevertheless, the finding that there may be no differ-

ences between the sexes in· verbalization is vital data for a 

study of the stereotyping of the female as talkative in Walt 

Disney films and screenplays, 

3
:o_g,:Ira Gross, "Concert Identification with Concurrent 

and Delayed Verbalization,'' Journal of School Psychology, X 
(March, 1972), pp. 47-52. 
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Summary of the female as talkative or not talkative, In 

summation, in the investigations of the female as talkative, the 

research was organized into four categories. 

To begin with, the area given the most attention by 

researchers was that of verbal productivity or the study of 

the number of words produced by the subjects under experimental 

-----+------.-:urrrti.-tions. SpeciTicarl-y;-f'hl torfl 4-0 , Friedlander 4-l , end Ross3-4-2-­

studied the verbal productivity of preschool children. All 

recorded the same results. They found no difference between 

the sexes, Smitt-il 43 , on the other hand, reported that the fe-

males in his study were superior to males in the number of words 

they produced. Moving on to the elementary school years, both 

344 
Gilbert and 5ross345 found that there was no sex difference 

between males and females in the number of statements chi~dreo 

346 
produced in a test situation, In addition, Haly's investi-

gation of adolescents demonstrated that there was no sex differ-

ence in the number of words produced by his subjects, Further-
347 

Gall more, he obtained a similar result for adult subjects. 

corroborated Haly 1 s finding in his own study of verbal produc­

tivity among adults. Lindzey348 , in contrast to the finding 

for adults in general, reported that college females surpassed 

males in verbal productivity. 

340 Ibid., p. lB. 
341

Ibid., P• 63. 
342

Ibid., p. 51. 

343 Ibid., p. 25. 
344

Ibid., p. 62 9. 345Ib' 
~d.' p. 4 7. 

346 Ibid., p. 117. 
347 Ibid,, p. 871. 

348
Ibid., p. 311. 
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Verbal fluency was. the topic of study by both Otto34 9 

and Philip~50 • Otto, who studied middle-class elementary 

subjects, found the females more verbally fluent (using 

polished speech patterns) than the males. Philipp, by way of 

comparison, investigated upper-middle class subjects and found 

no differences between the sexes in verbal fluency. 

----~--------1\_:_thud-a-Fea-e-f-research consiaerea, concerned verbal 

ability. To begin with, Quijano 1 s
351 

research was with elem-

entary subjects and reported no differences between the sexes 

in verbal ability. In addition, Edmonds
352 

studied the verbal 

ability of adolescents and found no sex differences. Last, 

Ph 'l' 353 
~ ~PP d L . d 354 f l h . h an ~n zey · per ormec researc ~n.t e area of 

verbal originality. Philipp found no sex differences among his 

elementary students but Lindzey reported that college females 

were superior to college males in verbal creativity or origin-

ality. 

Four areas were examined in this section of the current 

report. They were verbal productivity, fluency, ability, and 

originality. The majority of the investigations found that 

there were no differences between males and females in these 

traits. Nevertheless, it must be emphasized that when differ-

ences were obtained, it was the female who was reported as 

being more talkative (superior in verbal production, fluency, 

ability, and originality) and not the male. 

349
Ibid., p. 11. 

352
Ibid., p. 61. 

350
Ibid., p. 163. 

353 b'd 
I ~ • ' p. 163. 

351 
Ibid., p. 60. 

354 
Ibid., p. 311. 
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Introduction 

VIII. THE FEMALE AS A SEX SYMBOL OR NOT 
A SEX SYMBOL 

This section of the current study details experiments 

l'hich deal. with physical attraction of males and females, One 

of the hypotheses under study is that Walt Disney films and 

screenplays stereotype the female as a sex symbol or as 

extr~mely attractive. This chronological review of research 

206 

presents data relevant to physical attractiveness of the sexes. 

Walster study. Among the variables under consideration 

by Walster was the physical attractiveness of the sexes. The 

subjects, all freshmen students, were 376 men and 376 women 

who purchased tickets to a Friday night dance held on the last 

day of ''Welcome Week'' at the University of Minnesota. For 

experimental purposes, ticket sales were set up in the foyer 

of the Student Union. As the subject walked along a table in 

the foyer, he was first sold a ticket by a student. He then 

moved down the table as a second student checked his student 

body identification card, while a third student handed him a 

questionnaire with his student code number stamped on it and 

asked him to complete it at an adjoining table. A fourth 
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student directed him to a seat. The four students were actually 

college students who had been hired to rate physical attrac-

tivsness. As each subject passed, the four raters rapidly and 

individually evaluated tha subject's physical attractiveness on 

an eight-point scale. Once the subjects were seated, they began 

-----T------fi~ll-iR~g-eu-i--a-qo.ostrCll'!T\8ire. First, the subj act answered 

several demographic questions. The next measures were de~igned 

---1 
1 
~ 

i 
j 

i 

to assess how considerate the subject felt he would be to a 

fairly attractive date. Four pages of questions followed this 

introduction. The questions measured the following four vari-

ables: (1) subject's popularity, (2) subject 1 s nervousness 

about a blind date, (3) subject's expectations in a computer 

date, and (4) subject's self-esteem. From the University's 

state-wide test service program, several additional measures 

were secured. The subject's high school academic percentile 

rank, his Minnesota Scholastic Actitude Test score, his score 

on the Mineecota Counseling Inventory and his score on Beiger's 

Scale of Self Acceptance. Two days after the subject completed 

his questionnaire, he was assigned a date. Dates were ran-

dnmly assigned to the subject· with the limitation that a man 

was never assigned a data taller than himself. The subjects 

mat their dates at the dance--held in a large armory. Subjects' 



208 

attitudes toward their dates were assessed during intermission. 

Men were to report to one of seven small rooms to rate their 

dates; women were to remain in the large armory to evaluate 

th~ir partners.· How often couples actually dated after this 

first date was determined in a follow-up study. It was found 

____ .c__ _____ tha±_the-pe-r.sona.l-i-t.y-mea-s-u-F-e-s-sue-h--a·s-the ~~ inn-e·s ate E oun su-1 ±n q 

1 

---------j. 
J 

j 

·-l 
- 1 

-1 

Inventory and the Berger's Scale of Self-Acceptance and intel-

lectual measures such as the Minnesota Scholastic Aotitude Test, 

and high school percentile rank did not predict couple compata-

bility. The only significant determinant of subject's liking 

for his date was the date's physical attractiveness. The cor-

relation between liking of the date and evaluation of the date's 

physical attractiveness was .78 for male subjects and .69 for 

female s.ubj sets, The difference betlveen the correlations was 

not . .f. 't "35:5 slgn 1 1can • ·· 

A critique of this work reveals both weaknesses and 

strengths in methodology. First, Walster obtained her subjects 

in a selective manner as her group was limited to freshmen who 

enjoyed dancing. Next, the elaborate experimental procedures 

may have set tho ''Hawthorne Effect" into motion. Furthermore, 

355El2ine Walster, Vera Aronson, Darcy Abrahams end 
Leon Rottmann, ''Importance cf Physical Attractiveness in Dating 
Beh2vior, 11 Journal of P8rsonalitv ond Social Psychology, IV 
(August, 1966), pp. 508-516. 
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when rating the subject's physical attractiveness, raters saw 

the subjects for only a few seconds as the subject moved in 

line, Besides this, the validity and reliability of the meas-

ure of physical attractiveness were not determined,. However, 

it is reported in the Sixth ~ental Measurement Yearbook that 

the reliability coefficients of the various_scales of the 

r;Hnnesota Counseling Inventor)!_ range from • 56 to • 95. Likewise, 

the yearbook suggests, ''that the test authors' conclusion that 

the scales have 'reasonably acceptable' validity is too strong 

tt t . l"ht fth "d d';J.56' a s a amen 1n 1g . o e ev1 encs presents , · · Finally, 

interjudge reliability interjudge reliability intercorrelated 

at .49. Despite the problems cited, the finding that the phys-

ical attractiveness of the male is as important in real life 

interpersonal relations as the physical attractiveness of the 

female, is pertinent to a study of the stereotyping of the 

female in the Walt Disney films as extremely attractive or a 

sex symbol. 

Lecka~t study. This study of the sex differences in the 

duration of visual attention to the opposite sex utilized 

twenty-five females end twenty-seven males as subjects. They 

ware from the introductory psychology course at Michigan State 

University. The stimuli consisted of forty black and white 

photographs selected from national magazines. Each picture 

contained a single adult male or female, Half the pictures 

were of men, half were of women. Each n13le picture was matched 

356; . 4" · Buros, op. c1t., p. 1 '-• 
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with a fema·lc picture so that nge, position, angle of vi.ew, 

stimulus complexity and novelty were controlled. The photo-

graphs were placed in random order, face down in a three-sided 

wooden box from which the subject could remove only one picture 

at a time. A cardboard box was provided for discarding viewed 

pictures. Subjects were instructed to view the pictures one 

at a time, looking at each picture for as long as he liked, 

while'the time spent viewing each picture was recorded auto-

matically with an Esterline-Angus event recorder. Thus, for 

each subject the total time spent looking at the male and female 

pictures was computed. Comparisons revealed that females looked 

significantly longer at female pictures than at male pictures, 

but that males did not differentially attend to the male and 

f 1 . ~ .3.5] ema e p~ccures. 

Two positive aspects of Leckart's study were: (1) lack 

of elaborate equipment may have reduced the possibility of 

''reactive effects'' to experimental equipment, and (2) the rela-

tive simple experimental procedure may have eliminated sub-

stantial ''reactive effects'' to the experimental procedure. On 

the other hand, he did not attempt to determine the validity 

or reliability of the picture-viewing process. Nevertheless, 

the finding that there was no significant difference in the 

duration of visual nt·tention given to pictures of either sex 

by males is relevant to the current study. This is important 

35 ~Jruce T. Leckcrt, Kenneth R. Keeling and Paul Bakan, 
Sex Uif·forenccs in the Durntion of Visual Attention,'' 
ferceution and Psychouhvsic~, I (October, 1966), pp. 374-375. 
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data for an exploretion of tho storaotyping of the female as 

a sex symbol in Walt Disney films and screenplays. 

Brislin study. This study was a replication of the 

Walster research cited above with several minor thangas. The 

number of subjects, for example, collage freshmen and sopho-

moras from ths Pcnnsylvenia State University_, was sl"ilalle~r'""-.,--~-----

fifty-eight. The smaller. number ·Of s~bjects used mtida th~ 

dance more manageable and conc~ivably allowed subjects to inter-

act w.ith several other people present. The twenty-nine couples, 

strangers before the dance, .were randomly formed using the same 

procedure as the Walster study. Another measure, a measure of 

social desirability, was gathered in addition to physical attrac-

tivaness data, Another difference in the studies was that the 

post-questionnaire was administered _to the subjects hiD hours 

after the dance started. Far both sexes, the attractiveness-

desire to date correlation was significant. The measure of 

sociability did not produce significant differences between the 

sexes. No other significant correlates ware found. It was 

concluded that the findings strongly support the Walster data, 

especially the high correla~ion between physical attractiveness 

and dE?.sire to date.-~358 

Brislin's research has the same limitations as the 

Walster study. They have bean cited above, In addition to 

~J58 
··-Richard W. Brislin and Steven A. Lewis, ''Dating and 

Physicul Attroctivenass: R8plication, 11 Psycholoqicol Rooort1?_, 
XXII (Jun8, 1968'), p. 976. 
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these, the reliability and validity of the seven-point socia-

bility scale was not determined. Nonetheless, a study that 

corroborates the finding that physical attractiveness is the 

most important single variable in the dating relations of males 

and females, and that there is no difference between the sexes 

in this variable,:is pertinent to a study of the stereotyping 

--------~-----~---c.r-~ne-remaie as extremely physically attractive in Walt Disney 

films and screenplays. 

Bvrne stud¥• Byrne performed an experiment to determine 

the attraction of Univer~ity of Texas subjects to an opposite-

· sax stranger. Photographs of males and females representing 

two levels of attractiveness were obtained from college yearbook 

photographs of eighty-four males and eighty-four females. 

Judges consisted of thirty male and twenty-four female intra-

ductory psychology students drawn from the same population as 

the experimental subjects. Each judge was given a pile of 

photographs. The judge was given the pile of photographs of 

-·-1 
one sex at a time with instructions to sort them into two 

groups--attractive and unattractive. Only pictures that obtained 

I all judges' agreement were included in the study. The selected 

pictures were then ettached to an attitude scale supposedly 

filled out by a stranger. The randomly selected subjects were 

103 male and 102 female introductory psychology students. They 

were asked to read the attitude scale, look at tho picture and 

then fill out a forced-choice type quostionnaire regarding the 

subjoct. Among other topics which the questions measured was 
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Byrne study. Byrne performed an experiment to determine 

the attraction of University of Texas subjects to an opposite-

sex stranger. Photographs of males and females representing 

two levels of attractiveness were obtained from college yearbook 

photographs of eighty-four males and eighty-four females. 

Judges consisted of thirty male and twenty-four female intro-

ductory psychology students drawn from the sam~ population as 

the experimental subjects. Each judge was given a pile of 

photographs. The judge was given the pile of photographs of 

one sex at a time with instructions to sort them into two 

groups--attractive and unattractive. Only pictures that obtained 

all judges' agreement were included in the study. The selected 

pictures wero than attachod to an attitude scale supposedly 

filled out by a stranger. The randomly selected subjects were 

103 male and 102 female introductory psychology students. They 

were asked to read the attitude scale, look at the picture and 

then fill out a forced-choice typo questionnaire regarding tho 

subject. Among other topics which the questions measured ~as 
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the subject rating of the bogus stranger as either physically 

attractive or unattractive, It was found that interpersonal 

attraction 1"as 

tive strangers 

significantly greater toward physically attrac­

"35f} for both sexes,· 

This study was rigorously controlled in most aspects. 

For example, not only was the interjudge reliability determined, 

out--tne reriaoillty and validity of the picture selection pro-

cess 0ere checked as well. In addition, the random selection 

·of subjects certainly affords wider generalizability of the 

findings, Nonetheless, it must be noted that the·validity and 

reliability of the questionnaire were not established, Not-

withstanding this one limitation, ascertaining that the physical 

attractiveness of an opposite sex stranger lS as important an 

attraction factor for females as it is for males is apposite to 

the current research into the stereotyping of the females in 

Vlalt Disney films and screenplays as extremely physically 

attractive. 

Mack study. The purpose of the Mack experiment was to 

investigate dating and rating preferences of male and female 

college students. Data were obtained by the Datino Preference 

Survev. The sample included 691 randomly selected freshmen 

and senior college students from Texas University. A data 

:
35

·
9
Donn Dyrne, Oliver London e!nd l(ei th Reeves, "ThG 

Effects of Physic8l Attractiveness, Sex and Attitude Similarity 
on Interpersonal /\ttraction, 11 Journal of P~_;Jonalitv,. XXXVI 
(June, 1968), pp. 261-269. 
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analysis revealed that ~ale and female subjects regardless of 

classification, tend to support the same characteristics for 

popularity on.campus. Personality, physical attractiveness and 

sociability were all significant characteristics in determining 

popularity. Males ascribed significantly more importance on 

personality and sexual accessibility characteristics in serious 

dating than did females. Further, males placed significantly 

more importance on physical characteristics for a prospective 

marriage partner than did females _36.0:. 

Validity and reliability data were not ascertained for 

the Dating Preference Survey but administration of the paper 

and pencil type measure in class may have eliminated "reactive 

effects" to experimental procedures. Moreover, use of the large 

random sample provided wide application of findings to the 

research. Consequently, the finding that males ascribe more 

importance to physical attractiveness in selection of marriage 

partners than females, and the fact that females attach as much 

moment to physical attractiveness as males in campus popularity, 

is data pertinent to an investigation of the stereotyping of the 

female as a sex symbol in Volt Disney fillms and screenplays. 

This rese2rchist set out to determine 

how the attraction relationship was affected by ths sex and 

}60 
·Jeanne hack, The Dutinq ;..1nd RatinQ_Proferences of 

f.. Groun of Hoele ond Fcr:J.:;l8 CollDCJo 5tudcntco, (unpublished Doc­
tor's dissertation, Texas ~~o~on's University, 1969), pp. 1-197. 
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physical attractivoness of. the interacting persons, The sub-

jects ware forty-eight male and forty-eight female undergraduate 

psychology students at Texas Tech University--all randomly 

selected. Each subject wes rated by four male judges on a 

scale according to the physical attractiveness of the ~ubject. 

The mean interrater reliability was .62, Similarly, stimulus 

pictures were rated by fifteen male and fifteen female judges. 

Those with the most equally spaced mean ratings were used as 

stimulus pictures. The subjects were told that the purpose of 

th! experiment was to see how well they could predict others' 

behavior on the basis of limited information, i.e., attitudes 

and physical appearance. They were asked to complete an atti-

tude questionnaire on controversial issues. Further, they \vera 1 

told that later each would be given another subject's question-

naira and asked to evaluate him. Actually, the questionnaires 

they received were bogus. To each questionnaire was appended 

one of the stimulus pictures. An analysis of the attraction 

scores revealed that sex of subject was not significant. There 

did not seem to be a tendency for males to be more influenced 

than females by stranger attractiveness. The agreement between 

subject attractiveness and stranger attractiveness for both sexes 

VJas . 'f' t 361 SlgnJ_ 1can . 

~~~R~chard ~arshall McWhirter, Internersonal Attraction 
in D Dvad As a Function of the Physical Attractiveness of Its 
Meobcrs, (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Texas Tech Univer­
sity, 1969), pp. 1-55, 
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As can be seen, McWhirter performed a rigorously con­

trolled experiment. First, he est~blished the interrater 

reliability for the judges of his subjects and stimulus pic­

tures. Additionally, the random selection of subjects provided 

for wide application of results among university students. 

Finally, his clever use of the bogus questionnaire may have 

-----+-------X'EH:IHeed-"-re-a-c-t-±171"8rf e c ts" to e xp e rime n tal p roc e d ur es • However, 

the study could have been even further enhanced if McWhirter had 

determined the validity and reliability of the questionnaire. 

The findings that males and females did not differ in their 

attraction to pictures of physically attractive members of the 

opposite sex and that physically attractive subjects were more 

attracted to the pictures of physically attractive members of 

_j the opposite sex is related to the present research, nonetheless. 

Caviar study. Caviar explored physical attractiveness 

and interpersonal attraction among fifth and eleventh grade 

subjects from Houston, Texas. The subjects were photographed. 

They then judged their classmates and themselves on physical 

attractiveness. The subjects were also rated on physical 

attractiveness by judges who did not know them. Subjects also 

ranked their classmates on popularity and filled out an atti­

tude questionnaire reflecting how similar they believed their 

attitudes were compared with each member in their class. 

Multiple regression analyses indicated that physical attrac­

tiveness contributed to most of the variance in popularity 

rankings of the fifth grade boys' rankings of both boys and 
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girls, the fifth grade girls' rankings of the boys, and the 

eleventh grade boys' ranking of the girls. Perceived attitude 

similarity accounted for more of the variance in popularity 

rankings than physical attractiveness for the fifth grade 

girls' rankings of their female classmates, the eleventh grade 

girls' rankings of both boys and girls, and the eleventh grade 

----=-=-=..,-=-=-=--::c-:c=-,--:::~::-:-:-=~==:;:-::-::-3n2J ~~~~"~~~~~-!:Joys 1 rankings of .their boy classmates.· 

_j 
J 
j 
I 

j 
-~1, 

Some limitations which occurred in the Caviar study 

should be noted, First, although use of the intact classrooms 

may have reduced "reactive effects'' to the experimental proce-

dures, it limited the application• of the findings. Next, neither 

interjudge reliability of the questionnaire was determined, nor 

was the reliability of the subjects as judges ascertained, 

Despite these limitations, this study, utilizing subjects other 

than college students,,is pertinent to the investigation of the 

stereotyping of the female as extremely physically attractive 

(sex symbol) in Walt Disney productions. The fact that age may 

interact with sex to determine the basis of popularity is 

germane to the present research. 

Miller study. Miller investigated the role of physical 

attractiveness in impression formation. The subjects that 

participated in this study were 360 mal~ and '360 female 

382
Normsn Cavior, Phvsicgl Attractiveness, PerceivGd 

!':,!!_itL/cle __ ~nilarity_! ond ln!_::_:P~~al i\ttrCJctjon f1mong Fifth 
and Eleventh Gri~dc I3o~s Elnd Girls, ( unp'ublished Doctor's 
dissertation, University of Houston, 1970), pp. l-109. 
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u·ndergraduates from introductory psychology courses at i'iiami 

University, Ohio. Each of 200 male and 200 female photographs, 

obtained from the university yearbook office, were rated on a 

nine-point scale of physical attractiveness by 100 hundred 

male and 100 female subjects. In this way stimulus pictures 

were obtained. The subjects were seen in groups of as many as 

in a separate cubicle, and was randomly assigned.one of the 

twelve photographs. None of the subjects were informed of the 

physical attractiveness dimension. Subjects were asked to 

record their impressions of the person in the photograph on 

the Adjective Preference Scale. The psychometric status of 

the instrument was impressive, with Kuder-Richardson reliabil-

ities ranging from .55 to .96. To increase the representative-

ness of each attractiveness level, the scores on the dimensions 

for the two photographs at each attra~tiveness level were 

combined. It was found that for both sexes there were similar 

significant· effects for physical attractiveness. A consistent 

pattern emerged: the unattractive person was associated with the 

negative or undersirable pole of the dependent measure, while 

the highly attractive person was judged significantly more 

positively. The status of the moderately attractive persons 

was variable, generally falling between the high and low attrac­

tive stimuli but not significantly different from both extremes.
363 

363·Arthur G. Miller, ''Role of Physical Attractiveness in 
Impression Formation,'' Psvchonon1ic Science, XIX (May, 1970), 
pp. 241-243. 
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Miller took great caution in designing a rigorously 

controlled investigation. To begin, the sample was large and 

selected randomly, making the results of the research widely 

applicable. Then too, the dependent measure's reliability 

was impressive. On the other hand, its validity was not deter-

mined. Furthermore, administering the scale in a laboratory 

mental procedures. In spite of the problems in the study, the 

fact that physical attractiveness was demonstrated as a paten-

tially strong determinant of first impressions, makes this 

research pertinent to a study of the stereotyping of the female 

as physically attractive (sex symbol) in Walt Disney films. 

r~oreover, it is of essence to the current research that there 

were no sex differences in the utilization of physical attrac-

I 
tiveness as the main variable in forming the first impression. 

Ervin study. Eighty-eight introductory psychology 

students at the University of Texas served as subjects for a 

1 
-j 

' 

study of computer dating and attraction. The subjects were 

selected from a pool of 420 introductory psychology students 

who had been given an attitude-personality questionnaire. The 

questionnaire had a split-half reliability of .88. By means 

of a specially prepared program, the responses of each male 

were compared with those of each female. From this data, male-

female pairs were selected to represent either the greatest or 

the least number of matching responses. Of the resulting pairs, 

a few were eliminated because (aJ one was married, (b) the 
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resulting pair was racially mixed, or (c) because of a failure 

to keep the experimental appointment. The remaining subjects 

formed twenty-four high-similar pairs, and twenty low-similar 

pairs. The experiment was run with only one of the selected 

couples at a time. In the experimental room, they were intra-

duced to one another and told: 

------4----------F-ox-otTr-exp-eTime-nt-,-we-wo-o±d~l±k-e-t o ere a t~e~a~--------'-----­
situation somewhat like that of a computer date. That 

________ _j 

---1 

l 
I 
l 

is, you answered a series of questions. The computer 
indicated that you two gave the same responses on some 
of the questions. Now we would like for you to spend 
a short time together on a coke date a.t the Student 
Union, Here is fifty cents to spend on whatever you 
would like. We hope that you will learn as much as 
possible about each other in the next half hour. 
because we will be asking you a numbex. of questions 
about one another when you return; 

When they returned from the date to receive their final instruc-

tions, an unobtrusive measure of attraction was obtained: the 

physical distance between the two subjects while standing to-

gather in front of the experimenter's desk. The distance was 

noted on a simple ordinal scale ranging from zero (touching 

ana another) to five (standing at opposite corners of the 

desk). The subjects were then separated and asked to evaluated 

their date on the Interpersonal Judgment Scale. The Inter-

msonal Judgment~le consisted of ten seven-point scales. 

The scale had a split-half reliability of .85. At the end of 

the semester (two or three months after the date), it was pos-

sible to locate seventy-four of the eighty-eight original sub-

jects who were willing to answer five additional _questions. 

Each was asked to write the name or his or her computer date 
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and to indicate whether or not they had talked to one another 

since the experiment, doted since the experiment, or whether a 

date was desired or planned in tho future. Finally, each was 

asked whether the evaluation of the date was influenced more 

by physical attractiveness or by attitudes. An analysis of the 

responses for male and female subjects on both dependent measures 

----i------d@mons-t-r,-~.,-d-t-h-a-t-t-here were no significant sex differences in 

attraction responses. Physical attractiveness was the single 

most important variable in evaluating the date. 364 

For the most part, Erwin employed an adequate research 

design. First, he incorporated reactive and nonreactive mae-

sures of his variant into the experiment. Second, the "Ha•Jthorne 

Effect• was reduced by building the attitude-personality ques-

tionnaire into the regular freshman testing schedule. While 

both instruments had adequate reliability, the validity of the 

attitude-personality questionnaire and the Interpersonal 

Judgment Scale was not determined. Moreover, selection of the 

subjects on the basis of high and low similarity scores may have 

resulted in statistical regression. Last, use of other than 

regular staff and class time for the study may have induced 

''reactive effects'' to the experimental procedures. Again, this 

research is pertinent to a study of the stereotyping of the 

female as a sex symbol (extremely physically attractive) in 

:::3 64charles R. Erwin and Donn Byrne, "Continuity Between 
the Expcri1~ental Study of Attraction and Real-Life Computer 
Dating, II clour;.lliJ1 of__f'_Q.£2.Dn21 i~_and 5oci§ll Ps . .Y.£h01..Qll.'L. XVI 
(Septemb8r 1 1970), pp. 157-165. 
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Walt Disney films and screenplays for it corroborates the 

finding that mal~s and females may not diff~r in attraction 

response to the physical attractiveness of a member of the 

opposite sax. 

Rivenbark study. This research project investigated 

of heterosexual liking. A questionnaire describing eight 

situations of interaction ranging from first impression through 

marriage, ·asked collage freshmen to judge the import of phys-

ical attractiveness for them in each of these settings. The 

judgment was made on a Likert-type scale of one to five. The 

subjects were 177 male and 177 female students in introductory 

psychology at Alabama University. The results indicated that 

men rankad.physical attractiveness significantly (but only 

slightly) higher than women. 365 

Whereas, employment of the regular classroom and teaching 

staff to administer the questionnaire may have reduced the 

"guinea pig'' effect, certain methodological problems should be· 

mentioned. First, the reliability and validity of the ques-

tionniare was not established. Also, lack of random selection 

limits the generalization of results to subjects similar to 

the sample population. Even though this is the case, the fact 

36·5H. VI. flivenbork nnd Hmvard l'iiller, "Sexual Differ­
ences in Physical Attractiveness as a Determinant of Hetoro­
scxunl Liking, • Psvcholo_gjE~~.22rts, XXVII (Dec8mber, 1970), 
pp. 701-702. 
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that the response to "looks'' seemed nearly equally as strong 

in men and women is of import to the study df the stereotyping 

of the female as a sex symbol in Walt Disney films and screen­

plays. 

Parrott stud_y, Parrott explored the facial character­

istics of se><ual appeal. The subj ect_s were randomly selected 

students in the cafeterias at Sacramento City College and 

Sacramento State Collage. There ware thirty-eight males and 

thirty-eight females in the sample. The total sample number 

was evenly divided between blacks and whites. Pictures were 

selected from recent collage yearbooks of other schools and 

enlarged to appro><imately three by five inches. Final selection 

eliminated faces with any unusual or special features. Three 

completely different, but equated, booklets of pictures were 

formed. Each had a mala and female picture side of three 

blacks and three whites in each sex group. The six pictures 

in each sex set ranged from strongly black to strongly white. 

The ranking of the pictures was done using a six-order scale 

and pictures were selected for use when consensus was reached 

on their ranking by the research team. The three black female 

pictures with a one rating ware the individuals with the 

thineest lips, narrowest noses, ate; the three black females 

with a three rating had the thicker lips, wider noses, ate. 

For the white females, those with a rating of one had the 

thicker lips, wider noses, "etc., in their group; white females 

with ratings of three had thinner lips, narrower noses, ate. 
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The rncle pictures in each ethnic group were ordered bn the same 

basis, Each picture was rated by the subjects on a sexually 

appealing-sexually unappealing semantic-differential-type scale, 

Results indicated that males showed a significant sexual rating 

pattern based on physical features of the females. For females, 

raters there was no significant sex':\,'3+ .. rating pa_~_tern ,ba·se§ on· ··:';"; __ -___ ; .. 
. ":: .~: 

· ... Z6:1i;-----~----'---~~_.__ 
physical attractiveness of the'mai~s:·· ,-

Some methodological errors mar this interesting study. 

To begin, the subject selection limits the application of the 

results, Next, the reliability and validity of the picture-

ranking scale and the semantic-differential type seal~ were not 

ascertained. Finally, ranking of the physical attractiveness 

of the photographs by the research team may have introduced a 

"Halo Effect." Even though the problems occurred, the fact 

that males varied their sexual appeal rating on the basis of 

the physical features of the females and that females did not 

vary their sexual appeal rating on this criterion, makes this 

study apropos to the present research, 

Dol<ecki stuq_y_. The physical attractiveness rankings 

assigned to classmates by fifth and eleventh grade West 

Firginia students was examined by Dokecki. Two groups of 

subjects were employed in the research: fifth-grade (eighteen 

:)-66: - ..• . ' 
· George L, Parrott ancJ Georgette Coleman, Sexui'll 

.'\ppenl in Black q_nd \~hit", Proceedings of the 5evcnty-ninth 
AnnuQl Convention of the American Psychological Association, 
1971, Part One, pp. 321-322. 
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boys, twelve girls), and.eleventh-grade (fourteen boys, 

fourteen girls). A professional photographer took five-by-

seven inch black and white, full-length pictures of all the 
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subjects. The camera, lighting, and position of the subjects 

was held constant. The subjects were asked to rank the 

photographs of their classmates separately by sex from the 

most to the least physically attractive. Interrater relia-

bility of physical attractiveness was determined by the Kendall 

coefficient of concordance, with the coefficients ranging from 

.43 to .74. It was discovered that the correlations between 

the boys' and girls' rankings for each of the four sets of 

3(17 
pictures did not differ significantly from each other.'·· 

Dokecki's study was adequately designed and controlled. 

First, the experiment, being conducted in the regular class 

setting, may have avoided ''reactive effects.'' Next, the 

experimenter det~rmined the interrater reliability for his 

subjects. Last, by having the subjects rank the actual photo-

graphs, the experimenter avoided the problems generated by 

elaborate experimental equipment and paper and pencil measures. 

Hence, the findings of the study may be viewed in confidence. 

The feet that the sexes did not differ in their physical 

attractiveness rankings of classmates is of import to the 

present research. In that males and females may not view 

:JG~aul R. Dokecki and Norman Caviar, Physical Attrnc­
tivcnoss Sclf-ConcerJt: 8 TRst of h~ad 1 s ~l,;nothesis, Procoed­
ings of the Seventy-ninth Annual Convention of the American 
Psychological Association, 1971, Part One, pp. 319-320. 
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physical attractiveness differently is of importance to the 

investigation of the stereotyping of the female as a sex 

symbol (extremely physically attractive) in Walt Disney films 

and screenplays. 

Summary of the female as a sex symbol or not as a sex 

symbol. The section of the current repo.rt reviewed deal_t_wi±h~~~~ 

the sex symbolism of the female. Investigations in the section 

above were included in the report due to the fact that they 

compared subject attitudes related to the physical attractive-

ness of males and females. The researcher assumed that if one 

sex was consistently viewed as more physically attractive than 

the other, a sex role stereotype would exist--sex symbolism. 

The investigations germans to physical attractiveness 

were of three types: (1) studies involving dating, (2) studies 

employing photographs, and (3) studies utilizing questionnaires. 

To begin with, the findings of the dating studies were 

all consistent. For instance, Ervin
368 

concluded that physical 

attractiveness was the single most important attitude in dating. 

Furthermore, males and females did not differ in this respect. 

Both sexes were attracted to the dating partner primarily by the 

partner's physical attractiveness. 

Similarly, \valster
369 

reported that the liking•cof a date 

for both sexes was first and foremost based upon the date's 

B ' 1' 370 1' d W 1 t I physical attractiveness. r~s ~n rep ~cats a s er s 

investigation and cams to the same conclusion·--regardless of 

368
Ibid., p. 157. 

369 Ibid., p. 516. 
370 Ib'd ~ • ' p. 976. 
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the person's sex, they ar!"l attracted_ to another person mainly 

because of the other person's physical appearan~e. Hence, 

dating research found that the female is no more a sex symbol 

because of her physical attractiveness than the male, who is 

as appealing to females because of his physical appearance, 

Turning to the studies utilizing photographs instead of 

------~-----------live su5ject~tne same general consistency of finding occurs. 

371 
Byrne , for example, found that the pictures of attractive 

------ j 
j 
1 

-----l 
_l 

strangers held the same attraction for subjects of both sexes. 

In support of this finding, Miller
372 

found that both sexes 

rated photos of the unattractive person negatively while they 

judged the opposite-sexed highly attractive person positively. 

. 373 . 374 . 375 
The work of Dokecki , Cav1or , and McWh1rter all corro-

borated this viewpoint. 

In contr~st to this, Parrott
376 

discovered that although 

males showed a significant sexual rating pattern based on the 

attractiveness of the physical features of females in pictures, 

the females in his study did 

on physical attractiveness, 

not base their preference for males 

377 
Leckart reported an interesting 

_.finding. !t seems that his female subjects looked longer at 

female photographs than they did at pictures of males, The 

male subjects in his study did not vary the duration of the 

visual attention they gave to pictures of either sex. 

371
Ibid., p. 261. 

372
Ibid., P• 241. 

373
Ibid., 

374 375 376
Ibid., Ibid., P• 109. Ibid., p. 55. 

377Ibid., p. 374. 

P• 32 0. 

P• 321. 
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Summarizing the findings of the studies based on the use 

of photographs, it may be stated that although a few investiga-

tors found otherwise, the majority of researchers support the 

conclusion that attractive males are as interesting to females 

as attractive females are to males, Therefore, the sex symbol 

role of the female is not based on reality. 

------1----------l::ast-,-th-e-:researcn involving questionnaires about phys-

I 

! 

ical attractiveness {sex symbolism) must be considered. These 

studies substantiated the findings of the research employing 

dating and photograph designs. Mack37B, for instance, reported 

that personality, physical attractiveness and sociability were 

all significant characteristics in determining popularity for 

his subjects, regardless of their sex. Similarly, Rivenbark 379 

agreed that males ranked physical attractiveness higher as a 

basis for friendship but only slightly higher than did the 

female subjects. It may be seen, therefore, that questionnaire 

research corroborates the finding of dating and photograph 

investigations--males and females are equally attentive to the 

physical attractiveness of the members of the oppos~te sex. 

Finally, one may reach the conclusion on the basis of 

the accordance of. the three different types of studies reviewed 

above, that the concept of the female as a ''sex symbol" is not 

true to real life. The male could be considered just as much a 

''sex symbol" as the female. At this point, the relevance of 

this conclusion to the present study of the female in Walt 

Disney screenplays and films may be stressed, To be free of 

37Bib'd 
~ • ' p. 197. 

379 Ibid., p. 702, 
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the stereotype of the female as a. "sex symbol.'' the male char­

acters appearing in these materials. should not be portrayed as 

giving more attention to the physical attractiveness of the 

female characters than the female characters do to the physical 

attractiveness of the male characteristics. The findings of 

the current investigation concerning the female as a "sex 

symbol" in the Walt Disney materials will be compared to the 

finding of the research studies of this section in Chapter V of 

this report. 

Introduction 

IX. THE FEMALE IN BUSINESS AND 1H E 
PROFESSIONS AS A SUPERVISOR 

OR A SUBORDINATE 

This section of the current report deals with the female 

as a supervisor or a subordinate in the world of work. It has 

been theorized above that females in Walt Disney films and 

screenplays are stereotyped as holding subordinate positions 

in business and the professions. This section of the present 
I 

investigation reviews the literature in a temporal sequence. 

It begins with early studies and proceeds to present day 

research. 
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r•1ason study. In a study to deteimine if the sex rol~ 

is dominant over the occupational role, Mason investigated the 

occupation of teaching. He selected teaching because it was 

---~-----,a~A-GGGUJ3~a-t-:iosn--±n-wh~rch-l-a-r-ge-nurrrbers of-5o"ffi men and women were 

employed. The sample design called for a ten per cent systema­

tic random sample of the beginning teachers in the nation. The 

gener~l procedure was to randomly select a sample of school 

districts, stratified by pupil enrollment. The districts sd 

selected supplied the names and addresses of their beginning 

teachers. The teachers on these lists were then randomly 

selected in turn; there was thus a two-stage sample. In this 

way, each beginning teacher in the nation had an equal proba­

bility of selection. Usable replies were received from 7,150 

beginning teachers or eight-nine per cent of those to whom 

questionnaires were sent. Mason al~o administered the question­

~ire to 2,758 students attending Cornell University who were 

---j 
planning to enter many different occupations. One section of 

the questionnaire asked questions concerning the desire of the 

subjects to exercise leadership. It was found that there was 

a significant difference in both the teacher group and the col­

lege subjects between males and females desiring to exercise 

leudership. The mQles of both groups hoped to move into 



administrative and supervisory positions while relatively 

few females expressed this goal.380 
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Mason went to great length to design an adequate study. 

His stratified random selection procedure makes the results 

of the research highly applicable, Although the questionnaire's 

validity and reliability ware not determined, the high rata of 

return minimizea--cna affect of bias. Therefore, the finding 

that females reject leadership roles is germane to the current 

research. This is important data for an investigation of the 

stereotyping of the female in business and the professions as 

subordinate. 

Porter studv. Porter explored the possible association 

between executive success criteria and scores on the Strong 

Vocational Interest Blank Masculinity-Femininity scale. A 

population of 195 pre-1944 male Stanford Graduate School of 

Business MBA's participated in the study. Six criteria for 

leadership were employed. They were: pay, policy-deciding 

authority, level in the organization, job interest, career 

progress, and being in management. Th~ subjects were separated 

into three subgroups by size of employing org~nization: 

(a) large orga~izations subgroup: 15,000 employees and over; 

(.b) medium organization subgroup: 50-14,999 employees, and 

(b) tiny organization subgroup: fewer than fifty employees. 

3801/ard Moson, Robert J. Dressel and Robert K Bain, 
''Sex Rolo 8nd tho Career Orientation of Eoainning. Teachers, 1

' 

Harv~rd Educational Review, XXIII (Fall, 1959), pp. 371-383, 
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The results demonstrated that the pattern of cnefficients 

suggested that masculinity of interest was inversely correlated 

with executive success in largo organizations, while positively 

correlated in small organizations.aef 

Porter's utilization of the Strong Vocational Interest 

fu.IJl. ~'iasculinity-Femininity scale may limit the application of 

----+-----i:ne resurts'of--cniSS"Euay-;--T~STx-fnf'iental-~ieasurements Year-

I 
-----j 

' 

I 

book reports that, "The author \"as especially careful to indi-

cats the limitations of the four nonoccupational scales--. 

Masculinity-Femininity , , , scales which because of their 

ambiguity, could just as well have been dropped!"JS2 Regardless 

of this, the study raised the possibility that feminine charac-

teristics are not alien to executive leadership. This is data 

of essence for an examination of the possibility that Walt 

Disney productions may stereotype the female as subordinate in 

business and the professions. 

l<riponer study. In this study of sex, ability and 

interest, data were obtained from 351 seventh- and eighth-grade 

pupils in an upper-middle class Chicago suburban community. 

There \'Jere 189 boys and 162 girls in the sample. The Imo~a 

Every-Pupil T~sts of Basic Skills and the Science Research 

Associates Primary Mental Ability Test~ were administered to the 

38~Alb8rt Porter, ''Effect of Organization Size on 
Validity of r'lasculinity-Femininity Scoro, II .Journul of AoDlied 
Psycholooy, XLVI (June, 1962), pp. 228-229. 

:lB2 't 1071 Tiuros, op. c1 .·, p. . 
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subjects as well as a vocational~educational questionnaire· 

designed by Paul Witty for use in Northwestern University's 

Psychoeducational Clinic. It was found that significantly 

fewer girls than boys selected college degree vocations. 

Girls who intended to enter jobs requiring a college degree, 
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chose semi-professional fields (teaching and nursing) almost 

etc.) were virtually ignored b~ the females. A small propor-

tion of gifted girls thGn boys planned to enter college; fewer 

still wished to go on to take advanced degrees or to enter top 

1 1 f . 1 . t . 38.3 eve pro ess~ona pas~ ~ons. -

One strength of Krippner's study was that he utilized 

standardized tests. To begin with, the predictive validity 

and split-half reliabilities of the Iowa Every-Pupil Tests of 

E . S k '11 t d d t · T t · P · t 3·6.·4 
~J.c ~ s are repor e as a aqua e ~n _§S s ~n r~n • 

Further, the ~A Primau._~lantal Ability Tests. ware validated 

school subject grades. The median correlation was .22. The 

reliability by test-retest estimate varied from .73 to .93 in 

different grades.385 On the other hand, the reliability and 

validity of the investigator-designed vocational-educational 

questionnaire w~re not established. Although the results of 

383stanlsy Krippner, "Sex, Ability, and Interest: A 
Test of Tyler's Hypothesis," The Gift<:>d Child Quarterly, VI 
(Autumn, 1962), pp. 105-110. 

384. · Oscar Buras, Tests in Print (Highland Park, N. J.: 
Gryphon Prr.ss, 1961), p. 22. 

385_ . . 
·· Buros, S1xth P:antal Measurement Yearbook, p. 780. 
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ths study are generalizable only to upper-middle class popula-

tions in suburban communitiss, the finding that females rsgard-

less of ability and achisvsmsnt, planned for subordinate voca-

tions is of intere~t to the current experimsnter. This is 

vital information for a study of Walt Disney films and screen-

plays and the stsrsotyping of the fsmale in businsss and ths 

professions as subordinate. 

Masih study, Masih investigated career saliency and 

its relation to certain nssds, interssts and job valuss. Sub-

jects in the Syracuse University Institute of Ressarch Study, 

a total of 1,043 junior and ssniors, were given a battsry of 

tssts that included ths Edwards Personal Prefersnce Scheduls 

(EPPS), the ,;:)tron__g Vocational Interest Dlaf]_!s_ (SVIB) and the 

Guilford-Zimmerman Interest InventorL(GZII), In addition, 300 

men and 220 womsn wers also given one-hour interviews. The 

subjects of the study were drawn from the above groups. The 

final sample consisted of sixty-eight men and 118 womsn drawn 

from the Schools of Education, Liboral Arts, Engineering and 

-1 
Business Administration, A panel of three judges used informs-

tion contain3d in the interview to categorize subjects into 

three groups: low Career S~liency, medium Career Soliency 

and high Career Saliency. The judges were instructed to use 

the definition of Career SaliBncy and a basic criteria to 

categorize the subjects, Only those cases were included for 

final analysis where all three judges agresd on the rating of 

Career Saliency. Separate groups of men and women differentiated 
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on Career Saliency were studied to show the relationship of 

Career Saliency to the variables hypothesized. The character~ 

istics that seemed to differentiate the high~salient indivi-

duals from the other groups were: (l) a low interest in 

associating and interacting with the opposite sex, (2) a com-

paratively higher need to endure long periods of work, and (3) 

an interest in high-level occupations. Comparin-g-men-and-womeA----

on Career Saliency, a significant difference was found, indica-

ting a greater proportion of high career-salient individuals 

3.6.6c among men. 

Use of the standardized dependent measures enhanced the 

Masih study. The Sixth Mental Measurements Yearb~ok reported 

the reliability of the EPPS test-retest reliability estimates 

ranged from .55 to .87. On the other hand, it was stated that 

"The validity data reported are scanty and inadequate."Z3B1 

~lore over, the reliability correlations of the GZ I I are declared 

to range from .68 to .88 by Buros. He stated that, "one must 

accept the authors' statement that useful external criteria 

have not been sufficiently devploped for the establishment of 

•388 
validity data.••·- Further, the interrater reliability was not 

determined. In addition, Nasih did not establish the reliability 

386 Lalit K. Masih, ''Career Saliency and Its Relation 
to Certain Needs, Interests, and Job Values,'' Personnel and 
Guidance Journal, XLV (March, 1967), pp. 653-658. 

~[J7 
.. Buros, Sixth r--,ental f·ief1surcr.l8nt Yeerbook, p. 203. 

388 
- Duros, op. cit., p. 1058. 
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and validity of his criteria for Career Saliency. Finally, 

multiple-treatment interference may have resulted due to the 

fact that subjects were selected from the Institute of Research 

Study. In spite of the problems cited, the finding that males 

have a greater interest in high-level occupations than females 

is relevant to the present study. This is data of import for 

in business and the professions as being in subordinate roles. 

Clark study. In this exploration of the influence of 

sex and social class on occupational preference and perception, 

lower-class children (159 boys and 139 girls), and middle-class 

children (206 boys and 204 girls), were randomly selected to 

serve as subjects. All students were in grades three through 

six in New York City elementary schools. Children's percep-

tions and preferences of occupations were assessed by the 

Vocational Apperceotion Test (VAT). The children, interviewed 

individually, were asked about their occupational preferences. 

They were also asked to name the occupation being performed by 

the stimulus figura in th8 VAT. The subj,ects 1 occupational 

prefere_nc8S were cod8d as "professional," "white collar," or 

''other.'' It was found that professional occupational choices 

were made by fifty-three per cent of the middle-class boys, 

thirty per cent of the lo<JBr-class boys, sixty-eight per cent 

of the middle-class girls, and eighty-five par cent of the 

.lower-class girls. The ssx difference was significant in favor 

Of th ' . 1 3.8.9. e glr s. 

Jfr9. 
"Edward T. Clark, "Influence of Sex and Social Class 

on Occupational Preference fJOd Perception," Personnel and 
Guidance Journal_, XLV (Janunry, 1967), pp. 44IT-444. 
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Both positive and negative design _factors may be 

observed in Clark's work. First, the positive factors: (1) 

the results of the study should be applicable to most children 

in large urban areas, (2) Tests in Print reported that the 

reliability and validity of the VAT were adequate,390· and (3) 

Clark controlled the race and class variables in this work. 

Areas £nat coula-nave been improved upon ~nclude: (l) a con-

founding of race and class may have occurred because all of 

the children in the middle-class sample were white, whereas 

approximately ninety per cent of the lower-class boys and girls 

\·Jere Negro, and (2) "reactive effects" to the experimental pro-

cedures may have resulted when the children were interviewed 

individually. Nevertheless, the fact that grade school girls 

may show a greater preference for professional occupations than 

grade school boys makes the findings of Clark highly-interesting 

to the current experimenter. This is vital data for a study of 

the stereotyping in Walt Disney films and screenplays of the 

female in business and the professions as subordinate. 

Diamond study {1965). The purpose of Diamond's research 

was to determine the relationship between occupational level 

and the subject's interests, identified as either masculine or 

feminine. Three hundred randomly selected subjects from the 

University of Chicago were employed. The instruments used for 

the investigation were the Kuder Occupational Interest Survey 

390. 8 T ,_ . uros,_ es-cs ~n Print, p. 1827. 
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(DIS) and the Strpng Vocational Interest Blank f'iasculinity­

Femininity scale (SVIBM-F). Four experimental conditions were 

investigated: (1) male, (2) female, (3) high occupational 

level, and (4) low occupational level. The results indicated 

that for both high occupational groups, differences between 

the sexes were not significant. For both groups of low occupa- · 

tional level, significant sex differences were found, Females 

of this group showed a greater preference for professional 

occupations. This corroborated Clark's finding. The findings 

also indicated a significant degree of relationship between 

the high occupational level and. the female scale ,39-l 

The single limiting factor of Diamond's work was his use 

of the SVIBM-F scale. The limitationi of the SVIBM-F scale 

have been indicated. Notwithstanding this, the positive 

factors outweight the limitation. To begin, in the Sixth 

Mental Measurement Yearbook, the DIS is reported to have quite 

satisfactory concurre~t validity results. Furthermore, its 

t t t 1 . b . 1 . t 1 t . d. t b 8 5 3 9·2 
es -re est re 2a 2 2 y corre a 20n was state o e • • 

In addition, random selection should make the results generali-

zable to nearly all college students. Finally, testing of the 

subjects in the regular university testing program may have 

reduced the ''Hawthorne Effect.'' Consequently, the findings 

that a high occupational level is related to feminine traits, 

391Esther E. Diamond, Occupational Level Versus Sex Group 
§..§._a System of Clossi (icwti.Q..Q, Proceedings of the Saventy-sixth 
Annual Convention of the American Psychological Association, 
1960, pp. 199-200. 

'9~Bur~s, Sixth Mental ~leasuremcnts Yearbook, p. 1063, 
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and lower-class females s~ow a greater preference for profes­

sional occupations than do males, are apropos to the experi­

mental work at hand. This is important information for research 

into the stereotyping of the female in business and the profes­

sions as subordinate by Walt Disney films and screenplays. 

Hegargee study. The purpose of this study lrJas to explore 

the influence of sex roles on the manifestation of leadership. 

A 113-item test labelled the Gough Inventory (GI) was admini­

stered to approximately 600 students in introductory psychology 

classes at the University of Texas. From this pool of subjects, 

four groups were formed with twenty pairs of subjects in each. 

Group one consisted of High-Do men paired with Low-Do men, 

Group two of High-Do men paired with Low-Do women, Group three 

of High-Do women and Low-Do man, and Group four of High-Do women 

with Low-Do woman. The subjects in each group were at least 

twenty score points apart on the Do scala of the GI. A box was 

placed in an upright position so that it resembled a large 

telephone booth. Midway up the side opposite the entrance, one 

hundred three-eights inch holes ware drilled. Each hole was 

filled with a slot-headed bolt one inch long and one-fourth 

inch in diameter. Because of the narrowness of the bolt, the 

only way the nut on the outside could be unscrewed efficiently 

was for one partner to enter the box and hold thB bolt in place 

with a screw driver. After the pairs of subjects had been 

formed, tho individuals were contacted by telephone end a time 

arranged when both could come to the laboratory. At the 
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appointed time, each pair was led to the room in which the 

apparatus was set up, Tha following instructions were then 

read: ''This is a study of the relation between the Gough 

.!.D_ventnrv and leadership under stress. This box represents 

a machine and you are a team of troubleshooters who are to 

repair it in the fastest possible time. The repair that must 

be made is to remove all the yellow nuts, leaving the red, 

green and unpainted ones in place. One person, who is the 

leader, is to stay outside in front of the machine, and the 

ether;· ~1ho is the follow'er, must go inside. The leader must 

locate the yellow nuts, call out their location to the follower, 

and remove them using this wrench. The follower must obey the 

leader's commands and, using this screwdriver, hold the bolts 

in place while the leader removes the nuts. It is up to you to 

decide who will be the leader and who will be the follower. Any 

questions? OK. I shall start timing you now." It was dis-

covered that in Groups one and four, in which both partners 

1-le.re of the same sex, seventy-five per cent of the High-Do men 

and seventy per cent of the High-Do women took the leadership 

role. In Group two, High-Do men were paired with Low-Do women. 

Ninety per cent of the High-Do men assumed the leader role, In 

Group three in which High-Do women were paired with Low-Do men, 

dominance conflicted with sex role. As expected, this inhibited 

the assumption of leadership by the High-Do women. Only twenty 

per cent assumed the leader role over the Low-Do men. These 

d ""f b h" . 11. "f" t 393 
1r arences etween t e TOUr groups ware a s1gn1 1can • 

393Edwin J. Megargee, ''Influence of Sex Roles on the 
t··ianifestation of Leadership," clournn.l of .~.pol_ied Psvcholoqy, 
LIII (October, 1969), pp. 377-382, 
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While Mcgargee designed a highly inte~esting study, the 

.limitations should be reported. First, employment of the 

elaborate procedures and apparatus may have induced the 

"Hawthorne Effect." Second, Megargee did not establish the 

reliability and validity of the GI. Third, a control group of 

pairs unselected as to GI scores would have enhao_c_e_d_t_b_e_s_t_u_d~-·-~-----

And last, the use of a mechanical task may have carried a male 

stereotype and not have been a true measure of leadership role; 

Despite the problems in design noted, a study that indicated 

the inhibition of leadership by dominant females when paired 

with submissive men should not be ignored. That social role 

expectations may inhibit the leadership talent of women is 

pertinent to a study of the stereotyping of the female in Walt 

Disney productions as subordinate to men in business and the 

professions. 

Diamond studv J..l:Z.l.Ql. The earlier Diamond study was 

concerned meinly with intragroup differences in the relationship 

between occupational level and masculine and feminine interests. 

This replication compares social class differences. The inven-

tory responses of the 300 subjects from the earlier study were 

employed as thG data for this investigation. It was found that 

male and fem3le scores on the scales for the two High Occupa-

tiona! Level groups wore not significant. All other differences 

394'Esther Diamond, fl_e.lutionshio Boi;\o~een CccupationDl 
Level and Mesculino and Feminine Interests, Proceedings of the 
Se~~-~ty-cigh:lli Annu-al Convention of the An18rican Psychological 
Association, 1970, pp. 177-178. 
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Diamond's utilization of the cross-class comparisons 

was an improvement on the original design. The Diamond 

research design has been criticized above, Her finding that 

sex differences w~th regard to interests in occupational level 

were minimized at the high end of the occupational continuum 

but sharply differentiated at the low end is apropos to the 

current experiment. Thus, to attain a supervisory position, a 

female must not diffe~ significantly in occupational interests 

from a mole, whereas being subordinate means to have dissimilar 

occupational interests. These are data relevant to a study of 

the stereotyping of the female in Walt Disney films and screen-

plays as subordinate to men ~n business and the professions. 

Claclc study. Occupational prestige and vocational 

choice were investigated by Clack, Eight hundred seven high 

school seniors and sophomores from inter-city, suburban and 

rural schools in Indiana ranked twenty occupations on the basis 

of prestige, They also picked and ranked their five most pre-

ferred occupations. It was found that males en~ females 

exhibited no significant differences in their prestige rankings 

of occupations, Clack concluded that although females aspire 

to high prestige professional occupations, society dictates 

that these occupations are not open to females on an equal 

.J95 
basis with the males. 

"39 5 0 . p t . d v t . 1 ·- ----Ronald J. Clack, ccupat~on,'Jl · r_J3s ~ge an oca J..onu 
Choice, (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Purdue University, 
1970)' pp. 1-124. 
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A critique of the Clack design reveals several positive 

aspects. Fi~st, Clack's sample is general enough to afford 

wide application of his findings. Then too, by building the 

dependent measure into the regular classroom examination 

schedule end by utilizing regular staff as test administrators, 

Clack reduced possible "Hawthorne Effects." One sbnr±J:oJn~Rg-----

of the work was that the list of twenty occupations was not 

checked for reliability and validity. Nevertheless, this 

exploration is germane to the present investigation. That 

females do not differ from males in their aspiration to high 

professional rank is of essence to a study of the stereotyping 

of females by \olal t Disney films and screenplays as subordinate 

in business and the professions. 

Rose study. This investigation of the relation of sex 

and occupational choice to personality characteristics was per-

formed by Rose. The D1nnibus Personality Inventory (DPI) was 

administered to 275 males and 236 females from various majors 

at the University of Kentucky. Significant differences were 

found by sex and occupational category. A signific~nt inter-

396 
action e·f·fect was four1d for sex and occupational category. 

Tho strength of the Rose study is in the use of the 

standardized measure. To begin with,the Sixth hentel Measure-

r.1ents Yc~rbool~ r8ported that the reliabili·ty coefficients of the 

various OPI occles rang8 from .71 to .93. Further, it was 

396 . 
··Hcrriett A, Rose, "Sex end Occupational Choice, 11 

Journal of Counseling Psychology, XVIII (Septe!nber, 1971), 
I.\ ...... ,.....,.... 

pp. <;-~tO-·)U 
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concluded that, ''Inasmuch as thase calculations are basad upon 

responses by more than 2,000 subjects these reliability esti-

t -'- b · d t 1 st~blo. 11391 Add't' 11 · rna BS mus~ o v2ewe as ex reme .y ~ . 2 1ona y~ 2n 

regard to concurrent validity the comment is made that, "The 

emergent correlation pattern is generally what would be pre-

dieted on the basis of the scales description, thus offering 

·t· l'd·t 'd 396 
pas~ ~ve va ~ ~ y ev~ once. Therefore, when Rose concluded: 

(1) "men and women tend to choose different occupations, and 

(2) that choice'is directed by sex stereotypes,"
399 

we may ha0e 

confidence that her statements are based upon adequate data 

gathering measures and procedures. 

Cooker st.b!.\LIL. This research centered around the voce-

tional valuos of elomentary school children. Cooker attempted 

to learn more about the nature of these values and their role-

tion to grade level and sex. Three consecutive grades--four, 

five and six-·-ware chosen to study. The school district 

comprising Charlotte County, Florida, furnished tha subjects. 

A total of forty boys and forty girls were randomly assigned 

to the study sample from each grade level, resulting in a total 

of 240 subjects. The instrument used to measure values was the 

Short Form Vocation8l Values Inventory. As a result of the 

397 Buras, Six~h Mental Measurement Yearboo~, p. 333. 

398
Ibid. 

399 
Rose, op. cit., p. 460. 
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study, significant differences were found to exist between the 

sexe~. Boys appeared to place more value on control and money, 

whereas girls soemed to value altruism more than boys. Sig-

nificant differences were also found among children in grades 

four, five and six. The value of altruism was seen to be of 

-----1------resser ~mportance as grade level increased from four through 

. :4t'l£) 
SJ..X. . 

----~ 

i· 
; 

Three strengths appear when the Cooker study is subjected 

to criticism: (1) the random selection increased the generalize-

bility of results to an increased elementary population, (2) 

use of the regular school personnel and testing s6hedule reduced 

the ''guinea pig'' effect, and (3) a dependant measure with 

established validity and reliability was utilized. Hence, the 

finding .that males value control of others in a vocation more 

than females, may be viewed with a high level of confidence, 

This is interestin~ data related to the study of the stereotyp-

ing of females in Disney films and screenplays as subordinate 

to moles in business and the professions. 

4DU'p· h . 1 . 
~-~P Cooker, Vocational Values of Elementary School 

fh~ldren as They Relnte to Sox and Grade Level in School, 
(unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Florida State University, 
1971)' pp. 185. 
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Summary of the female in business and the professions 

as supervisor or subordinate, This section of the report has 

reviewed research dealing with the female as supervisor or 

subordinate• The investigations were summarized in three cate-

gories, To begin, studies concerned with the characteristics 

required for leadership positions were reviewed, Ne~t, .the 

investigations pertinent to the females' interest in-leadership 

were summarized. Last, studies that compared the reactions of 

the sexes to leadership opportunity were a"bstracted. 

In the first place, the studies reviewed pointed to the 

theory that feminine characteristics we~e not alien to the 

supervisory role. For instance, Porter 401 found that femininity 

of interest was positively correlated with executive success. 

D
. A02 
~amend' corroborated this by.reporting that high occupational 

positions correlated with feminine behavior. Thus, it appears 

that females as far as their behavioral traits are concerned 

are suited to executive success, 

It is when one moves to the research pertaining to the 

females' occupational interests that the reasons for this mis-

match between their characteristics and actual occupational 

status begins to become apparent. Research demonstrated that 

young females were interested in executive careers. Clark 403 

for example, reported that girls chose professional occupations 

more often than males. It is when the female entered the secon-

dary school where she actually had to begin planning her career 

that her interest in supervisory positions began to be modified. 

40~bid,, p. 228. 
40~bid., P• 177. 

40 3_rbid,, p. 440. 
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Krippner 1 s work404 aptly illustrates this point. when related 

to Clack's study4°5 '" Clack reported that males and females 

did not differ in their aspiration to high level professions. 

How these adolescent females face the reality of their sex 

role is seen when one considers Krippner's finding406 in the 

light of the females I aseirations. He regorted thaj;_t'eJI!/_erc_·__o·~~~~~ 

girls than boys selected college degree courses designed to 

lead to the professions. Instead, girls ~hose courses termina­

ting in the semi-professional'fields, especially teaching end 

nursing, Th:i:;;ii'fp±o'pensity to select occupations which were ill­

suited to the females' traits and interests, p~rsisted into 

the college experience of the'females, For example, Diamond's 

female college subjects showed a greater preference for profes­

sional occupations407 , but the work of Rosa408 and Mason409 

pointed to the reality of what courses they actually pursue. 

Mason410 found that the sex role expectations were dominant over 

the actual occupational choices, In a similar manner, RosJ11 

discovered that the females' choice of occupation was directed 

by the society's sex role stereotypes and not their. personal 

desires, 

F . 11 M I t d 412 '11 t t' f h t ~na y, agargee s s u y was~ us ra"~ve o w a 

occurred when a female ignored the occupational sex-role stereo-

types and attained a high level supervisory position. He found 

401 105. 
405 

bid,, p. Ibid ... P• 124. 
406 

Ibid., p. 105, 

407
Ibid., 

40lJ 
460. 

.409 
p. 200. Ibid., p. Ibid., p. 371. 

4lq 411 
460. 

412 
bid·.' p. 371. Ibid., P• Ibid., p. 377. 
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that when a female executive with high.· leadership ability was 

placed in a dominance conflict situation with a low leadership 

potential male, the female inhibited the assumption of the 

leadership role and allowed the'inept male to assume the role 

of supervisor. 

Thus, the studies in this section have lead to some 

interesting findings. Females have characteristics which cor-

relate highly with skills required for high level executive 

positions. From an early age they show a greater interest in 

this position than most males. But when they begin preparing 

for their careers, they select careers which will place them 

in subordinate positions. If they do not, and attain a role 

of executive leadership, they still will subordinate themselves 

to male executives in dominance-conflict situations. Th'e best 

explanation of this behavior is that society has fashioned a 

sex role stereotype in which women ~re expected to work in sub-

ordinate positions. 

This section's research is pertinent to a study of the 

occupational role ascribed to females in Walt Disney screenplays 

and films. The role of the female was examined in Disney 

materials to ascertain if the Disney Productions perpetuates 

the image of the female as subordinate in business and the pro­

fessions. Chapter Five of the current investigation addresses 

itself to that question. 
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CHAPTER III 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DESIGN AND 
PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY 

In order to collect the data necessary to test the eight 

hypotheses concerning the Walt Disney screenplays and films, 

the research procedures were conducted as described in this 

chapter. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Th~ investigation was completed in three steps. First, 

a content analysis was made of five Walt Disney screenplays. 

This was followed by showing elementary children two Disney 

films and administering a questionnaire to these subjects. 

Finally, one film was shown to college students and they also 

completed the questionnaire. These procedures enabled the 

researcher to study the following null hypotheses: 

1. There is no difference between males and females 
in Walt Disney screenplays and films in the fre­
quency in which they are portrayed as discipli­
narians of the children. 

2. There is no difference between males and females 
in Walt Disney screenplays and films in the fre­
quency in which they are pictured as passive or 
aggressive. 

3. There is no difference between males and females 
in Walt Disney screenplays and films in the fre­
quency in which they are shown as dependent or 
independent. 



4. There is no difference between males and females 
in Walt Disney screenplays and films in the fre­
quency in which they are depicted as artistic. 

5. There is no difference between males and females 
in Walt Disney screenplays and films in the fre­
quency in which they are portrayed in performing 

., .mfl.~h·anical repairs. 
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6. There is no difference between males and females 
~~---+~~~~~~~~~~~~in-\'la±t-Brsney screenplays ana-n:Ims ir!Tfie fre­

quency in which they are shown as being excessively 
talkative. 

1 

I 

-------j 

~ . 

7. There is no difference between males and females 
in_ Walt Disney screenplays and films in the fre­
quencY in which they are pictured as sex symbols. 

8. There is no difference between males and females 
in Walt Disney screenplays and films in the fre­
quency in which they are depicted in business and 
the professions in supervisory and subordinate 
roles. 

In addition to delineating the procedures used to collect 

the data necessary to test the foregoing hypoth~ses, this chap-

ter also describes the steps considered essential to insure 

both internal and external validity of the current study. They 

are outlined below in sufficient detail to allow other research-

ers to replicate the study or any part thereof if they consider 

that the conclusions reached warrant such study. 

II. THE PROCEDURES 

The Sample 

The sources of data for making this study were (l) the 

five full-length, live-action, feature screenplays selected by 

the Walt Disney Productions (see page 17) ahd (2) questionnaires 
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devised by the present investigator and administered to the 

following populations: 

a. Two hundred fifty-four students in grades two 
through six. The grade level selection in this 
investigation was made because Mr. William Dover 
of the Walt Disney Productions had stated that 

I "a very broad and large segment of our audience 

1

1 

is composed of youngsters from six to thirteen, u·413 
----+------------'"fhe-c-hi.-1-dr·an-a-rtOJTiled-two scnoors-rr1Ran.cno Cordova-,----

l 

---l 
-1 

California. R~ncho Cordova is a suburb of 
Sacramento. It is located fifteen mil-e-s east of 
Sacramento on Highway 50. Of the 254 students who 
participated in the study, 138 were males and 116 
were females. The sample's ethnic ratio was 
seventeen per cent minority groups. Fourteen per 
cent of the subjects' parents had average jobs, 
twenty-nine per cent better than average, and 
fifty-seven per cent below average jobs when oc­
cupations were classified utilizing WarRer's 
Revised Scale for Rating OccupationsA14 · Thirty­
two per cent of the subjects had intelligence test 
''IQ's'' below 100, fifty-eight per cent had scores 
between 100 and 125 and ten per cent had scores 
above 125 as recorded in cumulative records at 
the schools. Both schools, Rancho Cordova Elemen­
tary and Cordova Villa Elementary are located in 
the Folsom-Cordova Unified School District. 

b. Thirty-two undergraduate students (fourteen males 
and eighteen females) enrolled in the Schools and 
Society course at the University of the Pacific. 
The University of the Pacific is located at 
Stockton, California. The sample's ethnic ratio 
was twenty-two per cent minority groups. Eight per 
cent of the subjects' parents had average jobs, 
sixty-nine per cent better than average, and twenty­
three per cent below average jobs when occupations 
were classified utiliziRQ,Warner 1 s Revised Scale 
f£;r Rating Occupations.415 · Subjects 1 mean scores 
on the Scholastic Aptitude Test were 505.05 on the 
verbal section and 535.07 on the quantitative 

~13Letter from William Dover to the investigator, 
January 3, 1972. Appendix C, 

~14w. Lloyd Warner, Social Class in America (New York: 
Harper & Row, Publishers, 1960), p. 140. 

415
Ibid. 



measure. These data were obtained from the 
registrar's office at the university. 

Content Analysis of the Five Screenplays 
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To test the foregoing hypotheses, the researcher designed 

a form on which to record the frequency representation of the 
j 

- •.• ~----~a=ttrtuilinal postures ana occup.ati.onal roles of~neT'emales as 

portrayed in the five screenplays. This form may be found in 

Appendix n. The investigator placed a definition or set of 
l 

______ __j 

' 

definitions before each category on the form. The definitions 

guided the researcher in rating the attitudinal postures and 

occupational roles of the characters appearing in the screenplays. 

The investigator examined each screenplay in order to 

collect appropriate data, and record them in the proper spaces 

on the form. This method of content analysis required using a 

separate copy of the recording form for each of the five screen-

plays examined. Each time a category of the form was identified 

in the text of the screenplay, it was recorded on the form. If 

the category was not mentioned or not judged present by the 

researcher, no mark was made. When he had finished reading the 

screenplay, the investigator totaled the number of tallies for 

each criterion category present and then computed the percentage 

representation and performed a., chi-square statistical test. The 

chi-square test indicated whether or not the Disney screenplays 

contained statistically significant differences in the treatment 

of males and females in relation to the criterion categories 

under study. The 0,05 significance level was employed in deter-

mining whether to accept or reject the null hypotheses. 
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Determination of the Instrument Reliability 

The reliability of the instrument was assessed by asking 

/ three doctoral students from the School of Education at the 

University of the Pacific to review a screenplay. The screen-, 

play was selected.by drawing its title from a box containing five 

slips of paper, eacb_sl:Lp-hav-ing-l"'ll'le-of-trre--f:i.ve screenplay 
----~----==~~ 

--------J 
1 
1 

- -1 

titles typed upon it. The screenplay selected for the relia-

bility check in this fashion was "Pollyanna." 

Prior to the actual reliability determination, the 

researcher and the judges employed the screenplay, "We Belong 

Together," to train themselves in the usa of the instrument. 

Out of this trial run it was decided by the r~viawers to: (1) 

tally a character's attitudinal posture only once in any one 

interaction with other characters, and (2) tally a character's 

occupational role just once in the script analysis. 

-
Following this training session, the judges and the 

investigator used the instrument to analyze the first fifty 

pages of "Pollyanna." All four of these reviewers worked inde-

pendently. To use the instrument a reviewer would spread the 

three pages of the instrument before him as he read the screen­

play. If a screenplay character's attitudinal posture or occu-

pational role could be tallied on one of the eight tables of the 

instrument, the reviewer made a mark in the appropriate cell. 

The variable of the character's sex was also considered before 

placing the tally mark. The original instruments used by .. the 

reviewers are in Appendix E • The cells in the instrument tables 
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were designed to correspond to those in a cross-break table 

employed in the chi-square statistic. After each reviewer had 

completed his analysis of the fifty pages of the "Pollyanna" 

script, the following technique was utilized to determine the 

instrument reliability. The cells for each table in the instru-

ment were numbered in the following manner: 

Sex Mechanical Not Mechanical 

Male l 2 

Female 3 4 

All corresponding cells for all eight tables ~n the instrument 

were summed for each reviewer. Four separate chi-square statis-

tical tests were then performed to compare the reviewers' usa of 

the instrument. For example, all number one cells of the four 

reviewers ware compared using the chi-square statistic to deter-

mine significant differences between the reviewers' judgments of 

character attitudinal posture or occupational role. In a similar 

fashion, cells two, three and four were submitted to statistical 

analysis. Table three is a summation of these chi-square compar­

isons. The basic chi-square formula was utilized116,4l7As can be 

sean by an inspection of this table, all of the chi-square values. 

ware well below the value of 3.8, the value required for signifi-

canes at the 0,05 level, Therefore, because the results of the 

N(AD-BC) 2 
two variable case (A+B) (C+D) (A+C) (B+D) 

4~~mes L. Bruning and B. L. Kintz, Computational Handbook of 
Siatistics (Glenview, Illinois: Scott, Foresman and Company, 
1968), p. 207. 

417 '1/2. 
Haber, op. cit., p. 242. ~ = ~ (fo _ fe)2 

i=l--""-''-f-e--=:"'L--- one variable case 
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raters' use of the instrument did not differ significantly, the 

instrument's reliability was established. 

Table 3. Summed Cell Values and Chi-square Values for All 
Judges in the Reliability Determination of the Content Analysis 
Instrument 

JUDGE -
1 2 3 

1 15 15 15 

2 18 17 17 
CELL 

3 30 30 33 

4 29 33 30 

* Significant at 

Determination of the Content 
Validity of th~ Definitions 

4 
. 2 
X 

14 0.02 

16 o.oo 

34 0.01 

27 0.43 

0.05 level 

Content validity of the set of definitions used tu mark 

each category was obtained by asking three professors of soci-

ology to judge the set of definitions against the set of hypotheses 

to determine adequate coverage of the hypothese•' content. They 

also judged the adequacy of the hypotheses to cover the area of 

stereotyping of the female. Any definition and/or hypothesis 

which did not achieve one-hundred per cent approval of the judges 

was modified. This procedure was repeated until each definition 

and hypothesis was approved by all judges, The forms employed 

by the judges are in AppendixB 



Statistical Treatment of the 
Content Analysis Raw Data 

The raw data were treated as they related to these areas 

of study: (1) Was the criterion category present? (2) What was 

the judged frequency? (3) What was the percentage of criterion 

representatlo)l~·;;·~·lative to the other criterion categories? and 

-----+----,(4-)-Wcrre-ttlere st;;~t-rsYicaily significant differences present 

i 
_ __j 
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between males and females within each criterion category? 

In order to compute the judged frequency of individual 

categories, single screenplays, and combined frequency counts 

of all the screenplays, the researcher treated ihe data in the 

following manner: 

l. Frequency counts of individual categories were 
tallied as recorded. This sum was the number of 
times a particular category had been assessed 
present in each of the selected screenplays. 

2. The frequency counts for each category were then 
summed over all screenplays to 'determine the total 
number of times parti~ular criterion categories 
had been found in the complete list of the screen­
plays analyzed in this study. 

To determine the percentage representation of each cate­

gory, the investigator computed the number of times a particular 

criterion category was judged present, and then determined a 

proportion based on a comparison with data collected relative 

to the other categories. After this step, the proportion was 

then converted to;a percentage. 

To determine the statistical significant differences 

between males and femal~s in criterion representation, the 

256 



basic chi-square formula was utilized, Yata's formula for 

correction was employed when cell size was less than fivJJ8 
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Film study with the elementary subjects, The investiga-

tor felt it wes not only essential to this research to deter-

mine if stereotyping of the role of the female was present in 

-----!----~Disney screenplays 5u~t~it. would also be a significant con-

---~ 

tribution to educational research to ask whether or not children 

perceive the stereotyping found in the screenplays when they 

viewed the films, This was a cross-validation study, In order 

to answer. this question, the experimenter showed two films to 

the subjects and administered questionnaires basad on the hypo-

theses of the study. 

Questionnaire const~uction, When drafting the schedule 

of questions the investigator consul ted Kerlinger 1-s _criteria: 419-

1. Is the question reiated to the research problem 
and the research objectives? 

2. Is the type of question the right and appropriate 
one? 

3, Is the item clear and unambiguous? 

4, Is the question a leading question? 

5. Does the question demand knowledge and information 
that the respondent does not have? 

418Haber, op. cit., p. 246. 

"X- 2= 2 2 (frequency obsarved-freouency expected) 2 
~ 2 ~~~~~~~~f~~~~~~~t~d~~~~ 

r=l c~ requency expec e 

419Kerlinger, op. cit., p. 473. 
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6. Does the question demand personal or delicate 
material tha~ the respondent may resist? 

7. Is the question loaded with social desirability? 

The researcher selected the closed-form or structured 

questionnaire. This form was suitable to the nature of the 

258 

problem, which was to determine if subjects.•p·erceived :the atti-

tual.nal ana occupational postures of the chara.cters-±n-th·e-f·i-lm·s-c.---­

The questionnaires consisted of a list of sixte~n toncrete ques-

tions and a choice of "males" or "females" for answers. The 

advantages and disadvantages of the closed-form questionnaires 

have been discussed by Van Dalen: 

Closed-form questionnaires are easy to administer and 
fill out, help keep the re~pondent's mind riveted on the 
subject, and facilitate the process of tabulation and 
analysis. But they often fail to reveal the respondent's 
motives, do not always yield information of sufficient 
scope or depth, and may not discriminate between fine 
shades of meaning. If proper precautions are taken in 
constructing the q~;,tionnaire, these weaknesses can be 
somewhat overcome .420· 

Because the .author did not require knowledge of the respondent's 

nesses of the closed-form questionnaire wera not significant to 

this research, 

In the ordering of the questions, Van Dalen's criteria 

were a·mployed: 

Are items placed in a psychologically or logically 
sound sequence---simple, interesting, neutral questions 
preceding more difficult, crucial, or personal ones 

420 Van Dalen, op. cit., P• 302 •. 



and those that establish a frame of reference or pro­
vide keys to recall before those asking for details? 
Is a smooth transition made from one group of questions 
to the next? 421 

The investigator drafted a set of questions for each 

hypoth~sis under study. Thus, the questionnaire was made up 
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of eight sets of questions. The questionnaire may be found in 

-----i-----'llppendi-X-F ·~ _________ _:___ __________________ _ 
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Determination of the content validity of the question-

naira. Content validity of the set of questions was obtained by 

asking three professors of sociology to judge the set of ques-

tions against the set of hypotheses to determine adequate cover-

age of the hypotheses' content. Any question that did not 

~chieve one-hundred per cent approval of the judges was modified. 

This procedure was repeated until each question was approved by 

all judges. This method has been utilized by Van Dalen in his .. 

research ~22 The form used by the judges may be found in 

Appendix G· 

Pilot testing the guestionnaire. The questionnaire was 

pilot tested with a group of twenty student• in grades two to 

six at the Theodore Judah Elementary School. This school is 

located in the Folsom-Cordova Unified School District. This 

group was not used in the experiment. The purpose of the pilot 

421 Ibid., p. 305. 

422 Ibid., p. 313. 
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test was to eliminate procedu~al errors and to establish the 

reliability of the questionnaire. "Bon Voyage," one of the two 

films used in the study, was shown to the pilot subjects. It , 

was selected at random by drawing its title from a box. Fol­

lowing the showing, the children completed the questionnaire 

under the same conditions proposed for the experiment. 

questionnaire item selection. The questionnaire, as 

administered to the pilot subjects, was composed of four ques-

tions for each of the eight hypotheses--a total of thirty-two 

questions. In order to shorten the test, the two questions for 

each hypothesis that most _pilot subjects marked in the same 

manner were selected for inclusion in the questionnaire. Thus, 

the final form of the questionnaire had sixteen items. 

Determination of the reliability of the questionnaire. 

The reliability of the questionnaire was measured by the split-

half method. "When the split-half method is used, the test is 

given only once, but items in it are divided randomly into 

halves, and the scores tabulated for each half are correlated.•423 

Computer program THE101 at the Laboratory of Educational Research, 

University of the Pacific, was employed to perform the corrals-

tion. Fergusen's formula for the correction of the split-half 

procedure was used~24 The correlation was found to be 0.81. 

423 Ibid • , p • 316 • 

424 George Fergusen, Statistical Analysis in Psychology and 
Education (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1970), p. 367. 
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Administration of the experimental film treatment. 

After the procedural and reliability corrections indicated had 

been completed, the two films "Bon Voyage'' and "Pollyanna" were 

shown to the subjects and the questionnaires were administered. 

The investigator rented the films from the McCurray Camera 

Company of Sacramento for each showing. five classroom teachers 

----+------:Lrom-eaef1-sc-hucrl volunteered to have their classes participate 

1 

! 
----1· 

j 

' 

j. 

in the experiment. One second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth 

grade classroom of subjects from each school took part in the 

study. 

The weeks beginning May 15 and 22, 1972, were set aside 

for the experiment. The investigator visited the schools on 

alternate days. "Bon Voyage" was shown the week of May 15, 1972. 

"Pollyanna" was shown the week of May 22, 1972. 

When the investigator arrived at the school on the 

scheduled testing days, each of the five cooperating teachers 

sent five children to the multipurpose room. Thus, groups of 

multi~grade subjects were tested on the same day. No child was 

sent twice, On the final testing day at each school, the 

teachers sent any child who had not yet participated in the study. 

Because some classes were smaller than twenty-five in number, 

the total sample N was 234 instead of 250. 

At about 9:00 a.m. the researcher assembled the twenty-

five subjects in the room. They were told that they ~auld see 

a Walt Disney film and then answer a short questionnaire. They 

were told that this had nothing to do with their school work or 



grades. The experimenter told the subjects that he was inter­

ested in obtaining their feelings about some things in the 

Disney films and that was what the questionnaire was about, 

The film was shown and the ~uestionnaire administered, The 

questionnaire was read orally by the investigator, as the sub-

jects read the questionnaire silently and responded in writing 
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-----'----~to eacn questJ.on before the researcher proceeded to the next. 

I ----1 

r 

This technique was recommended by Van Dalen: 

Fewer partial responses and refusals to reply are 
obtained when the researcher personally presents the 
questionnaire, for he can explain purpose and signi­
ficance of the study, clarify points, answer questions, 
and motivate resopndents to answer questions carefully 
and truthfully,425 

Statistical Treatment of the 
guest~naire Raw Data 

The raw data were treated as they related to these areas 

of the study: (1) What was the frequency and percentage of 

responses to each,set of questions for individual films and fbr 

both films? and (2) Were there statistically significant dif-

ferences present between male and female subjects on the sets 

of questions on individual films and on both films? 

In order to compute the judged frequency of individual 

questions, and sets of questions o.f single films and combined 

frequency counts of both of the films, the researcher treated 

the data in the following manner: 

1. Frequency counts of individual questions and 
sets of questions were tallied as recorded for 
each film. 

425van Dalen, op. cit., p. 302. 

,. 
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2. The frequency counts for each question and set 
of questions were then summed over both the films. 

To determine the percentage representation of each ques~ 

tion and set of,questions, the investigator computed the number 

of times a particular criterion category was selected, and then 

determined a proportion based on a comparison with data collected. 

age, 

To determine the statistical significant differences 

between males and females in question representation, the basic 

chi-square formula was utilized. 

Film Study with the Adult Subjects 

-----~ 
The final aim of this study was to ascertain if adult 

subjects discerned the stereotyping.found in the screenplays 

when they viewed the films based on the screenplays. This phase 

of the.research varied only slightly from phase two above, "Film 

study with elementary subjects." Both studies used the same 

questionnaire and employed the same analytical statistics. They 

varied only in subjects and procedure in administering the ques-

tionnaire, 

The researcher attended two sessions of the School and 

Society course at the University of the Pacific. The instructor 

introduced the investigator as a graduate student studying 

Disney films. The students were told that they would view "Bon 

Voyage" and answer a short questionnaire about {he film. No 

additional data were supplied to these subjects. One class was 
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held at 1:00 p.m., on May 16, 1972. The other was conducted at 

7:00p.m., May 18, 1972. The university students read the ques-

tionnaire for themselves and worked at their own paces. 

II I. SUMMARY 

This third chapter has outlined the procedures devised 

to collect the data necessary to test the hypotheses. It has 

presented the steps considered essential to insure both internal 

and external validity. Two additional.chapters complete the 

remainder of the study. They are as follows: (1) Chapter IV: 

Presentation of the Collected Data as Revealed by the Investi­

gation, and (2) Chapter V: Summary of the Investigation and 

Recommendations of Further Study. 



CHAPTER IV 

PRESENTATION OF THE COLLECTED DATA 
AS REVEALED BY THE INVESTIGATION 

I. INTRODUCTION 

In order to make an analysis of the data, the investi-

gator treated the findings as described in Chapter III. From 

the computations necessary to test the hypotheses a number of 

contingency tables have been prepared; these tables have been 

analyzed and explained in the following pages. They are pre-

sented in this chapter in the same order in which the null 

hypotheses have been listed on page of this report. The 

data pertinent to each hypothesis are presented together, and 

are ordered as follows: (1) contingency tables of data dealing 

with screenplay content analysis, (2) contingency tables con­

cerned with films viewed by the elementary subjects and (3) 

contingency tables of data related to the film viewed by the 

college subjects. 

II. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA DEALING 
WITH THE FEMALE AS A DISCIPLINARIAN 

DR NOl A DISCIPLINARIAN 

Null Hypothesis 

Thoro is no difference between males and femal~s in 
Walt Disney screenplays and films in the frequency in which 
they ore portrayed as the disciplinarian of the children. 



A. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA DEALING 
WITH THE CONTENT ANALYSIS 

OF SCREENPLAYS 

Analysis of Tabla 4: Disciplinarian 
Data All Screenplays 
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Data compiled in Table 4 shows the frequency and percen-
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plays studied. For th~ae of the scripts, "We Belong Together," 

"Pollyanna," and "Old Yeller," the female characters ware 

judged to be the disciplinarians of the children 86.67, 71.43 

and 72.73 par cant of the time respectively, There was no dif-

feranca in the frequency in which the males and females were 

found to be the disciplinarian in the analysis of the screenplay 

"The Newcomers." Both were judged disciplinarian 50.00 pet cent 

of the time. On the other hand, the content analysis-of the 

script of "Bon Voyage" the males were judged to be the discipli-

narian 87.50 per cent of the time. In spite of this in the 

overall summation of all the screenplays, the female characters 

were judged to be the disciplinarian 64,52 per cent of the time 

while the males were found to be the disciplinarian 35.48 per 

cent of the time, In the cases of "We Belong Together" and 

"Pollyanna" the chi-square values of 6.66 and 3.86 respectively, 

were significant at the 0.05 level, thus the null hypothesis was 

rejected the these scripts. The chi-square values for the other 

three screenplays did not reach significance and the null hypo-

theses was acceptediin these instances. For the combined screen-



Table 4. Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and 
the Chi-square Values for the Disciplinarian Data 
Pertaining to the Content Analysis of the Screen­
plays 

Screenplay Sex Disciplinarian 

"We Belong Together" Male f=2, 
Female f=l3, 

'X2=6.66* (Y) 

---+---------~~~Poliyanna ~~------~'Male f-o, 

"The Newcomers" 

"Old Yeller" 

"Bon Voyage" 

All Screenplays 

Female f=l5, 

'X.Z=3. 86* 

Male 
Female 

1.2=0.00 

Male 
Female 

X2=1.24 

Male 
Female 

X2=3.12 

·f=6, 
f=6, 

f=3, 
f=8, 
( y) 

f=7, 
f=l, 
( y) 

Male f=24, 
Female f=43, 

~ 2=5.38* 

%=13.33 
%=86.67 

%=28.57 
%=71.43 

%=50.00 
%=50.00 

%=27 .27 
%=72.73 

%=87.50 
%=12.50 

%=35.29 
%=63.24 

*Chi-square significant at the ,05 level, 
(Y) Yates correction for continuity applied. 

plays, the chi-square value of 5,38 exceeded 3.84, the level 

required for significance at the 0.05 level, Hence, in this 

case, the null hypothesis was rejected, 

B. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA COLLECTED 
WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTERED 

TO THE ELEMENTARY SUBJECTS 
WHO VIEWED THE TWO FILMS 

Analysis of Table 5: Disciplinarian 
Data for All Films Snown, 

267 
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Table 5 presents the frequency and percentage breakdowns 

and calculated ~2 values of the disciplinarian data collected 

with the questionnaire administered to the elementary subjects. 

"Pollyanna" as seen by elementary males. The female 

characters were judged to be the discipoinarians of the children 

by the male subjects 122 times or 41.22 per cent of the time. 

Male characters were selected as not a disciplinarian 122 times 

or 41.22 per ~ent of the time. They were judged to be the 

disciplinarians 26 times or 8.79 per cent of the time. The 

females were judged as not a disciplinarian 26 times or 8.79 

pe~ cent of the time. 5ince the ! 2 value of 124.32 was larger 

than 3.8, the value required for significance at the 0.05 level, 

-the null hypothesis was rejected. 

"Pollyanna" as seen by elementary femalBs. The fifty-

nine female subjects who viewed this film judged the female 

characters in it as the disciplinarian iOB times or 45.77 per 

cent of the time. They reported the males as the disciplinarians 

only ten times or 4.24 per cent of the time. They saw the 

females as not a disciplinarian ten times or 4.24 per cent of 

the time. In comparison, they judged the males as not a discip­

linarian lOB times or 4 5. 77 per cent of the time. The 't 2 value 

of 162.84 was significant at the 0.05 level. The null hypothesis 

was rejected. 

"Pollyanna" as seen by all elementary subjects. The 

elementary subjects selected the female characters in ''Pollyanna'' 
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as the disciplinarian 230 times or 43.64 per cent of the time. 

They cited the males as the disciplinarians 36 times or 6.77 per 

cent of the time. Females were seen as not a disciplinarian 36 

times or 6.77 per cent of the time, while this posture was at­

tributed to the males 230 or 43.64 per cent of the time. The 

null hypothesis was rejected because the ';t 2 value of 281.96 

exceeded 3,8, the value required for significance at the 0.05 

level. 

''Bon Voyage'' as seen by elementary males. Thirty-three 

times or 12.89 per cent of the times the male sample judged the 

female characters in this film ·as the disciplinarian. On the 

other hand, they selected the males as the disciplinarians 

ninety-five times or 37.11 per cent of the time. The subjects 

chose the females as not a disciplinarian ninety-five times or 

37.11 per cent of the time, while they saw the males as not a 

disciplinarian on thirty-three occasions or on 12.89 per cent 
. .., 

of the time, Due to the fact that the XL value of 58.88 was 

larger than 3,80, the value required for significance at the 

0,05 level, the null hypothesis was rejected, 

"Bon Voyage 11 as seen by the elementary females. The 

female characters ~Jere judged to be the disciplinarians of the 

children by the female subjects forty-one times or 18.00 per cent 

of the time, They selected male characters in the film as the 

disciplinarian on seventy-three occasions or 32.00 per cent of 

the time. Male characters were cited .as not a disciplinarian 
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forty-one times or 18.00 per cent of the time. In comparison 

to this, females were judged as not a disciplinarian seventy-

three times or 32.00 per cent of the time, Once again the fre-

quency count established.the male as the disciplinarian thus 

providing a ~ 2 of 18.24. This was large enough to be significant 

at the 0,05 level. The null hypothesis was rejected. 

''Bon Voyage'' as seen by all elementary subjects. The 

121 elementary subjects who viewed this film chose the female 

char~cters in it as the disciplinariar sixty-six times or 13.64 

per cent of the time. They judged the males as the disciplin-

arians on 176 instances or 36.37 per cent of the time. They 

reported the females as not a disciplinarian on 176 occasions 

or 36.37 per cent of the time, At the same time they judged 

the males as not a disciplinarian sixty-six times or 13.64 per 

cent of the time; A 1 2 value of 96.80, significant at the 0.05 

level, led·to the rejection of the null hypothesis. 

Both films as seen !D'._i;_he elementary males. The males 

in the sample group cited the female characters in both films 

as the disciplinarian 155 times or 28.08 per cent of the time. 

They reported that the males were the disciplinarians 121 times 

or 21.92 per cent of the time. Females were seen as not a dis-

ciplinarian 121 times or 21.92 per cent of the time, while this 

posture was reported fot the males on 155 occasions or 28.08 

per cent of the time. The null hypothesis was rejected because 

th2 ! 2 value of 5.52 was larger than 3.8, the value required for 

significance at the 0,05 level. 
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Both films as seen by tho elem,!Cntary fomales. As table 

5 indicates, the female characters in both films were selected 

as the disciplinarian by the female subjects on 149 instances 

or 32.11 per cent of the time. At the same time, the males were 

judged as the disciplinarians eighty-three times or 17.89 per 

cent of the time. The female subjects chose the females as not 

a disciplinarian eighty-three times or 17.89 per cent of the 

time. They saw the males as not a disciplinarian in 149 instances 

or 32.11 per cent of the time. Since the X2 value of 37.12 

larger than 3.8, .the value required for significance at the 

0.05 level, the null hypothesis was rejected. 

was 

Both films as seen by all elementary subjects. The 254 

elementary subjects who viewed both films cited the female 

characters as the disciplinarian 296 times or 29.14 per cent 

of the time. In addition, they judged the males as the disciplin-

arians on 212 occasions or 20.87 per cent of the time. In their 

estimation the females were not a disciplinarian 212 times or 

20.87 per cent of the time. At the same time they found the 

females to be a disciplinarian 296 times or 29.14 per cent of 

the time. Hence, the null hypothesis was rejected because the 

j(2 value of 30.48 exceeded 3.8, the value required for signifi­

cance at the 0,05 level. 
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Table 5. Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Disciplinarian Data Pertaining to the Question­
naire Administered to the Elementary Subjects Viewing the films 
"Pollyanna'' and "Bon Voyage'' 

Subjects Film Sex Disciplinarian 

"Pollyanna'' Male f= 26, %= 8.79 ~1ales 

N=74 Female f=l22, %=41.22 
~--------------------------~~ 2 =124.32* 

Fa males 

Total 
Sample 

rJ=l33 

~]ales 

N=64 

Females 

N=57 

Total 
Sample 

r'1ales 

rJ=l3B 

Females 

N=ll6 

Total 
5EH~lple 

N=.2 54 

''Pollyanna'' Male f= 10, %= 4.24 

Female f=lOB, %=45.77 

X 2
=162.B4* 

''Pollyanna'' Male f= 36, ?b= G. 77 

%=43~64 Female f=230, 

X 2
=28l. 96* 

''Bon Voyage'' Male f= 95, %=37.11 

Female f= 33, %=i2.89 2 . . .. 
~ =58.88* 

''Bon Voyage'' Male f= 73, %=32.00 

Female f= 41, %=18.00 

X 2 =18.24~· 

''Bon Voyage'' Male f=l76, %=36.37 

Both films 

Female f= 66, %=13.64 

'X" 2=96. 80* 

f=l21, %=21.92 

Female f=l55, %=28.00 

% 2=5.52* 

Both films Male f= 83, %=17.89 

Female f=l49, %=32.11 

X 2=37.12·X· 

Female f=296, %=29.14 

5( 2 =30.48~· 

Not a 
Disciplinarian 

f=l22, %=41.22 

f= 26, %= 8.79 

f=l08, %=45.77 

f= 10, ~~= 4.24 

f=230, %=43.64 

f= 36, %= 6. 77 

f= 33, %=12.89 

f= 95, %=37.11 

f= 41, 5~=18.00 

f= 73, %=32.00 

f= 66, %=13.64 

f=l76, %=36.37 

f=lS5, %=28.08 

f=l21, %=21. 92 

f=l49, ~b=32.11 

f= 83, %=17.89 

f=296, %=29.14 

f=212, %=20.87 

---------------------------
*Chi-square significant a~ the .05 laval. 



C. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA COLLECTED 
WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTERED 

TO THE COLLEGE SUBJECTS WHO 
VIEWED ''BON VOYAGE" 

Analysis of Table 6: Disciplinarian 
Data for ''Bon Voyage'' 

Table 6 shows the frequency and percentage breakdowns 
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lected with the questionnaire admjnistered to the college sub-

jects. 

"Dan Voyage'' as seen by college males. The female 

characters were judged to be the disciplinarians of the chil-

dren by the male subjects ten times or 17.86 per cent of the 

time. Male characters were selected as nat a disciplinarian 

ten times or 17.86 per cent of the time. They were judged to 

be the disciplinarians eighteen times or 32.15 per cent of the 

ti~e, whereas the females were cited as not a disciplinarian 

ten times or 17.86 per cent of the time. The ~2 value of 5.04 

was larger than 3.80, the value required for significance at 

the 0.05 level. Therefore, the null hypothesis was rejected. 

"Jlg_n Volf8qa" · os seen by colleoe females. The female 

characters were judged to be the disciplinarians of the children 

by the female subjects ten times or 13.89 per cent of the time. 

Then too, thay selected male characters in the film 8S the 

disciplinari8n on twenty-six occ8sions or 36.11 per cent of 

the time. Male characters were cited as not a disciplinarian 

ten times or 13.89 per cent of the time. In contrast to this, 

females were judged as not a disciplinarian twenty-six times 
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or 36.11 per cent of the time. Once agaih the frequency count 

established the male as the disciplinarian, thus providing a 

! 2 of 13.68. This was large enough to be significant at the 

0.05 level. The null hypothesis was rejected. 

"Eon Voyage" as seen by all college subj~cts. The thirty-

two college subjects who yiewea~rsT1Im eRose f~femal"e,---------

characters in it as the disciplinarian twenty times or 15.63 

per cent of the time. They judged the males as the di~ciplin-

arians in forty-four instances or 34.38 per cent of the time. 

They reported the females as not a disciplinarian on forty-four 

occasions or 34.38 per cent of the time. In addition, they 

judged the males as not a disciplinarian twenty times or 15.63 

per cent of the time. Because the ;t 2 value of 17.92 exceeded 

3.80, the value required for significance at the 0.05 level, 

the null hypothesis was rejected. 
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Table 6. Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Disciplinarian Data Related to the Questionnaire 
Administered to the College Subjects Viewing the Film ''Bon Voyage'' 

Not a Subjects Film Sex Disciplinarian Disciplinarian 

r•Jales 

N=l4 

Females 

N=l8 

Total 
College 
Sample 

N=32 

"Don Voyage" ~lale f=lB, ~6=32.15 f=lO, 

Female f=lO, %=17.86 f=l8, 

"Jt 2 = 5-;-Eitl* 

"Eon Voyage" ~1ale f=26, ?G=36.11 f=lO, 

Female f=lO, %=13.89 f=26' 
';X. 2=13. 68* 

"Eon Voyage" ~1ale f=44, %=34.38 f=20, 

Female f=20, %=15.63 f=44, 

_% 2=17. 92* 

*Chi-square significant at the .05 level. 

III. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA DEALING 
WITH THE FEMALE AS PASSIVE OR 

AGGRESSIVE 

~Jull Hvoothesis 

%=17.86 

%=32.15 

%=13.89 

%=36.11 

~G=l5.63 

%=34.38 

There is no difference between males and females in Walt 
Disney screenplays and films in the frequency in which they are 
pictured as passive or aggressive. 

A. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA DEALING 
WITH THE CONTENT ANALYSIS 

OF SCREENPLAYS 

Analysis of Tabls 7: PE1ssiv2:., ... 
f\gqressive Data for all 
Screenplo..Y..§. · 

Table 7 presents the frequency and percentage breakdowns 

and the calculated chi-square values for the passive-aggressive 

data pertinent to the content analysis of all screenplays studied. 
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"We Belong Together." Here, the characters were not 

judged by the experimenter to be passive on any occasion. He 

further noted that male characters were aggressive four times 

or 21.05 per cent of the time. In addition, he pointed to the 

fact that the female characters in the script were.aggressive 

fifteen times or 78.95 per cent of the time. As the ~2 value 

of 5.26 exceeded 3.84, the valu~ required for significance at 

the 0.05 level, the _null hypothesis was rejected. 

"Pollyanna." In this screenplay, the researchist 

selected the male characters as passive four times or 15.38 

per cent of the. time. He tallied them as aggressive seven 

times or 26.92 per cent of the time. On the other hand, he 

found the females passive five times or 19.23 per cent of the 

time. The ;!. 2 value of 0.065 was not significant at the 0.05 

level. The null hypothesis was accepted. 

"The Newcomers." On twa oc~urrences in "The Newcomer~" 

the investigator accounted the males as passive 6.45 per cent 

of the cases. He rated the male characters as aggressive on 

twenty-six occasions, or 83.87 per cent of the time. He found 

the females passive on twa occasions, or 6.45 per cent of the 

time, and aggressive one time or 3.23 per cent of the time. 

Since the '
2 

value of 7.89 was large enough to reach signifi­

cance at the .05 level, the null hypothesis was rejected. 
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"Old Yeller." The experimenter appraised the characters 

in this script as not being passive. He found males aggressive 

in nine cases or 69.24 per cent of the time. In addition, he 

assessed the female characters as aggressive four times or 

30.76 per cent of the occasions. Because the X2 value of 3.31 

was less than 3.84, the value required for significance at the 

0.05 level, the null hypothesis was accepted. 

"Bon Voyage.'' It was discovered by the investigator that 

the male characters in this screenplay were passive in three 

instances. This was 15.00 per cent of all cases. Further, 

they were noted to be-aggressive on eleven occasions or 56.25 

per cent of the time. In contrast to this, the female charac-

ters were observed to be passive two times or 12.50 per cent of 

the time, and aggressive four times or in 20.00 per cent of the 

instances. The null hypothesis was accepted due to the fact 

that the %2 value of 1.27 was not significant at the .05 level. 

All screenplays. When the frequency counts of all of 

the screenplays were summed, the researcher found that the male 

characters were judged as passive in thirteen episodes or 11.30 

per cent of the time. They were appraised as aggressive fifty-

seven times or in 49.57 per cent of the cases. Female charac-

ters, on the other hand, were rated as passive on eleven occur-

ranees or on 9.57 per cent of the occasions. They were 



278 

ascertained to be aggressive on thirty-four instances or 29.57 

per cent of the time. Since the/(2 value 0.56 was smaller than 

3.80, the value required for significance at the 0.05 level, 

the null hypothesis was accepted. 

Table 7. Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
------+-----------Values for the Passive-Aggressive Data Germane to the Content 

Anaiysisof-"fllElFTvsScreenp ays 

Screenplay 

"We Belong Together" 

"Pollyanna" 

"The Newcomers" 

"Old Yeller" 

"Bon Voyage" 

All Screenplays 

Sex Passive Ag.gressive 

Male 

Female 

~ 2=5.26 (Y) 

Male f=4, 

Female f=5, 

~2=0.65 (Y) 

f= 4, 

f=l5, 

%=21. 05 

%=78.95 

%=15.38 f= 7, %=26.92 

%=19.23 f=lO, %=38.46 

Male f=2, %=6.45 f=26, %=83.87 

Female f=2, %=6.45 f= 1, %= 3.23 

'1- 2=7 .89~· ('{) 

Male 

Female 

;t 2=3.31 (Y) 

Male 

Female 
C'/ 2 
,1. =1.27 

f=3, 

f=2, 

( y) 

f= 9, %=69.24 

f= 4, %=20.00 

%=15.00 f=ll, 

%=10.['0 f= 4, 

%=55.00 

%=20.00 

Male f=l3, %=11.30 f=57, %=49.57 

Female f~ll, %= 9.57 f=34, %=29.57 

~2=0.56 
*Chi-square significant at the 0.05 level. 
(Y) Yates correction for continuity applied. 
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Table 8 displays the frequency and percentage breakdowns 

and calculated1(
2 

values of the passive-aggressive data collected 

~ith the questionnaire administered to the elementary subjects. 

''Pollyanna'' as seen by elementary males. The male char-

acters were adjudged to be passive by the male subjects ninety-

one times or 30.75 per cent of the time. They appraised the 

males as aggressive on fifty-seven occasions or 19.26 per cent 

of the time. Female characters were noted to be passive in 

fifty-seven instances or in 19.26 per cent of the cases. They 

were determined to be aggressive on ninety-one occasions or 

30.75 per cent of the time. As the %2 value of 14.80 was larger 

than 3.80, the value required for significance at the 0.05 level, 

the null hypothesis was rejected. 

''Pollyanna'' as seen by elementary females. For this 

film the female subjects decided that the male characters were 

passive in sixty-two instances, which was 26.27 per cent of the 

time. They assessed them as aggressive fifty-two times or 

23.73 per cent of the cases. At the same time they rated the 

females as passive fifty-two times or 23.73 per cent of the 

time and aggressive in sixty-two episodes or 26.27 per cent of 

the time. The ?(2 value of 0.73 was smaller than 3.80, the value 



required for significance at the 0.05 level, The null hypo­

thesis was accepted. 
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"Pollyanna'' as seen by all elementary subjects. On 149 

occasions the subjects accounted the males as passive. This was 

28.01 per cent of the instances. They found the male characters 

--~------Bs_cf]_g_gr_assive on 117 times or 21.99 per cent of the time. The 

females were adjudged as passive on 117 occurrences or 21.99 per 

cent of the time, while they appraised them as aggressive in 

149 episodes, or 28.01 per cent of the time. Because the '/t2 value 

of 5.32 was larger than 3,80, the value required for significance 

at the 0.05 level, the null hypothesis was rejected. 

"Bon Voyage'' as seen by elementary males. The subjects 

found the male characters in this film as passive sixty-nine 

times or on 26.96 per cent of the cases recorded. They found 

them aggressive fifty-nine times or 23.05 per cent qf the time. 

In addition, they accounted the female characters as passive on 

fifty-nine occurrences or 23.05 per cent of the time. They 

rated the~ as aggressive sixty-nine times or 26.06 per cent of 

the time. Since thef, 2 value of 2,56 was less than 3.80, the 

value required for significance at the 0.05 level, the null 

hypothesis was accepted. 

11 Bon Vovcqe" as seon by element.arv females. It vias 

reported by_ the female subjects that the male characters in 

''Bon Voyage'' were passive in sixty-one episodos. This was 

26.75 per cent of the time. The males were cited as aggressive 
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on fifty-three occasions or 23.14 per cent of the time. Compara­

tively, the female characters were observed.to be passive fifty­

three times or 23.25 per cent of the time, whereas they were 

adjudged as aggressive in sixty-one instances or on 26.75 per 

cent of the occurrences. The null hypothesis was accepted due 

to the fat::t that the 7._2 value 1.12 ll'las not significant at the 

0.05 level. 

"Bon Voyage" as seen by all subjects. \·lhen the frequency 

counts of all of the subjects were summed it was found that the 

male characters were judged as passive in 120 episodes or 25.86 

per cent of the time. They were appraised as aggressive 112 

times or in 24.14 per cent of the cases. Female characters, on 

the contrary, w~re 6bscrved to be passive on 112 times or on 

24.14 per cent of the occasions. They were ascertained to be 

aggressive on 120 instances or 25.86 per cent of thcl time. The 

null hypothesis was accepted because the X,2 value of 0.42 ~Jas 

smaller than 3.80, the value required for significance at the 

0.05 level. 

Both films as seen by elementary males, These subjects 

recorded 160 instances in which the male characters were pas-

siVa. This was 28.99 per cent of the cases. They enumerated 

116 cases of male character aggression. This was 21.01 per cent 

of the instances. In contrast to this, the females were judged 

to be passive on 116 occurrences or 21.01 per cent of the time. 

Aggressiveness was attributed to them on 160 occasions or 28.99 
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per cent of the time. As tho ':'( 2 of lG. 56 was larger then 3. 80, 

the value required for significance at the 0,05 level, the null 

hypothesis was rejected. 

Both films as seen by elementary females. Female sub-

jects found the male characters in both films passive 123 times 

-----,----------~o~r~2~6~.~5~l~Qer cent of the time, while they observed them as 

j 

I 

I 

I 
i 

J 

aggressive 109 times or on 23.49 per cent of the occasions. 

Passive behavior in female characters was noted 109 times or in 

23.49 per cent of the episodes. In 123. instances the females 

were seen as aggressive. This amounted to 26.51 per cent of the 

cases. The ';t2 value of 4. 64 surpassed 3.80, the value· required 

for significance at the 0.05 level. Thus, the null hypothesis 

v.'as rejected. 

Both films as seen by all elementary subjects. An analy-

sis of this data showed that'the male characters were rated as 

passive 269 times or on 27.01 per cent of the occasions. They 

were accounted as aggressive in 229 episodes or on 23.49 per 

cent of the occurrences. The data for females revealed that they 

l.rJere appraised as passive 229 times or on 22.99 per cent of -'che 

time. Aggressive females \rJere found on 269 occ.asions or in 

27.01 per cent of the cases. Since the 'J-.2 value of 9. 96 was 

larger than 3.80, the level required for significance at the 

0.05 level, .the null hypothesis was rejected. 
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Table B. Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values fur the Passive-Aggressive Data Pertaining to the Question­
naire Administered to the Elementary Subjects Viewing the films 
"Pollyanna" and "Bon Voyage" 

Subjects Film Sex Passive Aggressive 

~'\ales "Pollyanna" ['1ale f=91, %=30.75 f=57, %=19.26 
N=74 Female f=57, %=19.26 f.=9l' %=30.75 

2 -14.80* 

Females "Pollyanna" ~1 al_e __ 5 = 62_,_%,26_,2_7 f = 52_,_Jb=<2.3 .• _7_3 

N=59 Female f=52, ;£=23. 73 f=62 ,, )b=2 6. 27 

~ 2-o. 73 

fill "Pollyanna" r'iale f=149, %=28.01 f=11 -r, %=21.99 
Subjects Female f=ll7, %=21. 99 f=149, %=28.01. 
rJ=l33 2 =5.32* 

f·lales "Bon Voyage" ~iale f=69, %=26. 96 f=59, %=23.05 

N=64 Female f=59, %=23.05 f=69, %=26. 96 
')( 2-2.56 

Females "Bon Voyage" ~isle f=61, %=26.75 f=53, %=23.25 

N=57 Female f=53, %=23.25 f=6l, %=26.75 

%2-1.12 

All "Bon Voyage" Male f=l20, %=25.86 f=ll2, %=24.14 
SubjE>cts Female f=112, %=24.14 f=120, 5b=25.86 
N=l21 ':X 2-0.42 

r"1ales Both films f'-'1ale f=l60, %=28.99 f=116, 5G=21. 01 

~J=l38 Female f=l16, %=21. 01 f=160, )b=2B.99 

'X 2=16.56* 

Fern2les Both films Hale f=l23, %=26.51 f=l09, %=23.49 

~J=116 Female f=l09, %=23.49 f=l23, %=26.51 
'X 2-4. 64 ·X· 

All Both films ~·I ale f=2 6 9' 7o=27.01 f=229, %=22.99 
Subjects Female f=229, %=22.99 f=269, %=27.01 
N=25~. X2-9. 96* 

*Chi-square significant 8t the .os level, 
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Table 9 presents the frequency and percentage breakdowns 

---~------snd-theJ-caJ.c:ula±ed_~v-a-lues_f'or_the_pass_iy_e=a_g_gr_e_s_s_iY_l"~da_tJ~----­

collected with the questionnaire administered to the college 

I 
l 
; 

= ! 

subjects. 

''Bon Vovage'' as seen by college males. The male charac-

tars were selected as passive by the subjects on fifteen ceca-

sions or in 26.79 per cent of the cases. At the same time they 

assessed the male characters as aggressive thirteen times or 

23.22 per cent of the time. However, thirteen times or in 

23.22 per cent of ~he instanccis, the female characters were 

adjudged as passive. They were rated as aggressive on fifteen 

occasions or in 26,79 per cent of the cases. The ~2 
value of 

0.27 was smaller than 3.80, the value required for significance 

at the 0,05 level, The null hypothesis was accepted. 

"Bon Vo_y<tge 11 as seen by college females. On twenty-four 

occurrences these subjects noted the male characters in ''Bon 

Voyage" as passive. This 1r1as 33.34 per cent of the episodes. 

They thought that the males in the film were aggressive twelve 

times or on 16.67 per cent of the occasions. In addition, the 

subjects reported the female characters as passive twelve times 
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or 16.67 per cent of the time. The female characters were seen 

as aggressive 24 times in the film or 33.34 per cent of the 

time. The null hypothesis vias rejected as the'J-2 value exceeded 

3,80, the level required for significance at the 0.05 level. 

''Bon Voyage'' as seen by all college subjects. Thirty-

two college students saw the male charactets as passive in 

thirty-nine instances or 30.47 per cent of the time. The charac-

tars were seen as aggressive twenty-five times or on 19.53 per 

cent· of the occasions. In comparison to this, females were found 

to be passive on twenty-five occasions or 19.53 per cent of the 

time. They were aggressive thirty-nine times or in 30.47 per 

17"12 . 
cent of the cases. The-~ value of £.40 surpassed 3.80 1 the 

level required for significance at the 0,05 level. The null 

hypothesis was rejected. 

Table 9. Frequency end Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Passive-Aggressive Data Pertinent to the Question­
naire Administered to the College Subjects Viewing the film 
"Bon Voyage" 

Subjects Film Sex Passive Aggressive 

Hales 11 Bon Voyage" Hale f=l5, )£=26.79 f=l3, )/,=23.22 

[~=14 Female f=l3, 7~=23. 22 f=l5, %=26. 79 ., ,_ 
=0.27 

Fel!lalos "Bon Voyage" ~iale f=24, ~b=33.34 f=l2, %=16.67 

N=lB Female f=l2, )1,=16. 6 7 f=24, %=33.34 

%2-7.92"* 

Totnl "Bon Voyage'; [·1iale f=39, ;-;=30.47 f=25, %=19.53 
College Female f=25, ';S=l9. 53 f=39, %;=30.47 Sample 

X. 2 -6.4o~-N=32 
·X·[ hi-square significant at the .05 level. 
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IV. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA DEALING 
WITH THE FEMALE AS DEPENDENT 

OR INDEPENDENT 

Null Hypothesis 
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There is no difference between males and females in Walt 
Disney screenplays and films in the frequency in which they are 
showed as dependent or independent. 

A-.-CUNTTNtiENCY-TA-BCES--:UF-D-ATAuTICING 
WITH THE CONTENT ANALYSIS 

OF SCREENPLAYS 

Analysis of Table 10: Dependence­
Independence All Screenplays 

An analysis of Table 10 shows the frequency and percen-

tags breakdowns and the calculated chi-square values for the 

dependence-independence data pertinent to the content analysis 

of all screenplays studied. 

"We Belong Together." The male characters were assessed 

as neither dependent or independent in this script by the inves-

tigator. The female characters, comparatively speaking, were 

judged as dependent on two occasions or in 100.00 per cent of 

episodes. They were not found to be independent. Thus, the 

null hypothesis was rejected. This rejection was of a highly 

tentative nature as it was based upon the observation of a 

limited number of cases. According to William Theimer, the 

researcher's statistics adviser, no test of significance exists 

to .test a one cell frequency of this type. 

"Pollyanna." In this screenplay the experimenter selected 

the male characters as dependent eight times or 34.78 per cent 
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of the time. He tallied them as independent six times or in 

26.05 per cent of the cases. When focusing on the females, he 

found them dependent three times or in 13.04 per cent of the 

instances, and independent in six episodes or 26.09 per cent 

of the time. The ~2 value of 1.12 was not significant at the 

0.05 level, The null hypothesis was accepted. 

"The Newcomers." On five occasions in "The Newcomers" 

the investigator found the males dependent. This was 16.67 per 

cent of the cases. He rated the male characters as independent 

on eleven occurrences or 36.67 per cent of the time, He observed 

the females dependent on eight occasions or 26.67 per cent of 

the time, and as independent six times or 20.00 per cent of the 

time, The ~2 value of 1,12 was too small to reach significance 

at the .05 level since 3.80 was required. Therefore, the null 

hypothesis was accepted. 

"Old Yeller." The research~r appraised the male charac-

tars in this script as dependent six times or 18.18 per cent of 

the time, while he found them independent in sixteen cases or 

on 48,48 per cent of the occasions, In addition, he assessed 

the female characters as dependent on seven occurrences or 21.21 

per ceni of the time. He discovered that they were independent 

four times or 12.12 per cent of the time. Because the X2 value 

2.86 was less than 3.80, the value required for significance at 

the 0,05 level, the null hypothes{s was accepted. 



"]Jon Voyage." The_ researcher adjudged that the· male 

characters in this screenplay were dependent in one instance, 
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which was 14.29 per cent of the time. They were accounted as 

independent on three occasions or 42.86 per cent of the time, 

In comparison, the female characters were cited as dependent 

one time or 14.29 per cent of the time, and independent two 

----'-----~t-imes-m,-in---26-.-5-7-pe-r-c-en-t-o-f~h-e-ins~a-nce-s-, -Fhe-nul-1-hypot-hes-is--­

was accepted due to the fact that the ~2 value of 1.16 was not 

significant at the .05 level. 

All screenplays. When the data for all screenplays were 

summarized, the investigator noted that the male_ characters 

were dependent in twenty episodes or 20.62 per cent of the cases. 

They were rated as independent thirty-six times or on 37.11 per 

cent of the occasions. Female characters, on the other hand, 

were found to be dependent in twenty-one occurrences or on 21.65 

per cent of the occasions. They were assessed as independent 

twenty times or on 20.62 per cent of the time. Since the X2 

value 2.91 was smaller than 3,80, the value required for signifi­

cance at'the 0,05 level, the null hypothesis was accepted. 
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Table 10. Frequency and ·Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Dependent-Independent Data Related:to ~he Content 
Analysis of the Five Screenplays 

Screenplay Sex Dependent Independent 

"We Belong Together" Male f=O, %= 0.00 

Female f=2, %=100.00 

"Pollyanna" Male f=B, %=34.78 f=6, %=26.09 

F' emaJoe-f'-:3-,-%=1:3;04 :f'=6-,_%;;,26_.ll9 

OX2=1.12 ( y) 

"The Newcomers" Male f=5, %=16.67 f=ll, 

Female f=8, %=26.67 f= 6, 
2 ?:. =1.12 ( y) 

"Old Yeller" Male f=6, %=18.18 f=l6, 

Female f=7, %=21.21 f= 4, 

"X- 2=2.68 ( y) 

"Bon Voyage" Male f=l, %=14.29 f= 3, 

Female f~,l, %=14.29 f= 2' 
<X 2=1.18 ( y) 

All Screenplays Male f=20, %=20.62 f=36, 

Female f=21, %=21.65 f=2D, 

:t2=2.91 

(Y) Yates correction for continuity applied. 

B. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA COLLECTED 
WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTERED 

TO THE ELEMENTARY SUBJECTS 
WHO VIEWED THE TWO FILMS 

Analysis of Table 11: Dependence­
Independence Data for all 
Films Shown 

%=.36.67 

%=20.00 

%=48. 48 

%=12.12 

%=42.86 

%=28.57 

%=37.11 

%*20.62 
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Table 11 presents the frequency and percentage break­

downs and calculated ~2 values of the dependence-independence 

data collected with the questionnaire administered to the 

elementary subjects. 
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''Pollyanna'' as seen bv elementary males. The male charac-

ters ware assessed as dependent forty-two times or 28.38 per cent 

of the cases. They were appraised as independent on 106 occa-

sions or 35.81 per.cent of the time. Female characters were 

noted to be dependent 106 times or on 35.81 per cent of the 

occasions. They ware determined to be independent on forty-two 

or 28.38 per cent of the time. As the /t2 value of occurrences 

53.28 was larger than 3.80, the value required for significance 

at the 0.05 level, the null hypothesis was rejected. 

''Pollyanna'' as seen by elementary females. For this film 

the female subjects rated the male characters a~ dependent in 

thirty-two instances, which was 13.56 per cent of the cases. 

They assessed them as independent eighty-six times or 36.44 per 

cent of the instances. Whereas, they rated the female characters 

as dependent eighty-six times or 36.44 per cent of the time and 

independent in thirty-two episodes or 13.56 per cent of the 

time. 
·2 

The~ value of 49.56 was larger than 3.80 1 the value 

required for significance at the 0.05 level. The null hypothesis 

was rejected. 

''Pollyaana'' as seen by all olementary ~ubject~. On 

seventy-six occasions the subjects found the males dependent. 
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This was 14.29 per cent of the instances, The¥ reported the 

male characters as independent 190 times or 35,72 par c~nt of 
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the time. The females were adjudged as dependent on 190 occur-

ranees or 35.72 per cent of the time, while they were appraised 

as independent in seventy-six episodes or 14.29 per cent of the 

time. Because the X2 value 95.76 exceeded 3.80 1 the value ra­

---+------gui-L'ed-i'o~-s~gnj__f_ic"'nce-"-t-th"'-0-.-05---l8-V-el,-the-null---'h-ypo±h8sis--~--

was rejected. 

''Bon Vovage" as sean by elementary males. The subjects 

found the male characters in this film as dependent thirty-nine 

times or in 15.24 per cent of the cases recorded. They t~llied 

them as independent eighty-nine times or 34.77 per cent of the 

time, In addition, they accounted the female characters as 

dependent on eighty-nine occurrences or 34.77 per cent of the 

time. They rated them as independent thirty-nine times or 15.24 

per c8nt of the time. Since the~2 value 38.40 surpassed 3.80, 

the value required for significance at the 0,05 level, the null 

hypothesis was rejected. 

1'Eon Voyage 11 as seen bv elen1entory female~. It was 

reported by the femal~ subjects that the males in ''Bon Voyage'' 

were dependent in thirty-nine episodes. This was 16.22 per cent 

of the time. The males were cited as independent on seventy-

five occasions or 32.89 per cent of the time. In comparison, 

the female characters were observed to be dependent seventy-

five times or 32.89 per cent of the time, whereas they were 
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adjudged as independent in thirty-nine instances or on 16.22 

per cent of the occurrences. The null hypothesis was rejected 

due to the fact that the 7-2 value 22.80 was significant at the 

0.05 level. 

"Bon Voyage'' as seen by all subjects. When the frequency 

counts of all of the subjects were summed it was found that the 

male characters were judged as dependent seventy-eight times 

or 16.12 per cent of the time. They were appraised as inde-

pendent 164 times or in 33.89 per cent of the cases, Female 

characters, .on the contrary, were observed to be dependent 164 

times or on 33.89 per cent of the occasions. They were ascer-

tained to be independent on seventy-eight instances or 16.12 

per cent of the time, The null hypothesis was rejected because 

the~2 vales of 62.92 was larger than 3.80, the value required 

for significance at the 0,05 level. 

Both films as seen. by elementary males. These subjects 

recorded eighty-one instances in which the male characters were 

dependent. This amounted to 14.68 per cent of the cases. They 

enumerated 195 cases of male character independence. This was 

35,33 per cent of the instances. In contrast to this, the 

females were judged to be dependent on 195 occurrences or 35.33 

per cent of the time. Independence was attributed to them on 

eighty-one occasions or 14.68 per cent of the time. As the ~2 

v~lue of 93.84 was larger than 3.80, the value required fer sig-

nificance at the 0.05 level, the null hypotheiis was rejected. 
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Both films as seen by elementary females. Female sub-

jects found the male characters in both films dependent seventy­

one times or 15.30 per cent of the time, while they observed 

them as independent 161 times or on 34.70 per cent of the occa-

sions. Dependent behavior in female characters was noted 161 

times or in 34.70 per cent of the episodes. In seventy-one 

---!------ins-ta.nces-tt:l.e-1'ema-l-s-wa.s-sesn-a-s-:kn.d-epen-d-oon-t-.--:r-t:l-i-S-amown-tS-d-----­

to 15.30 per cent of the cases. The~2 value of 69.60 surpassed 

3.80, the value required for significance at the 0.05 level. 

Thus, the null hypothesis was rejected. 

Both'films as seen by all elementary subjects. An analysis 

of this data showed that the male characters were rated as depend­

~nt 154 times or on 15.16 per cent of the occa~ions. They were 

accounted as independent in 354 episodes or on 34.85 per cent of 

the occurrences. The data for females revealed that they were 

appraised as dependent 354 times or on 34.85 per cent of th~ 

time. Independent females were found on 154 occasions or in 

15.16 per cent of the cases. Since the 1 2 value of 152.40 was 

larger than 3.80, the level required for significance at the 

0.05 level, the null hypothesis was rejected. 
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Table 11, Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Dependence-Independence Data Germane to the 
Questionnaire Administered to the Ele.mentary Subjects Viewing 
the films ''Pollyanna'' and ''Bon Voyage" 

Subjects 

~lales 

N=74 

Females 

N=59 

Total 
Sample 
N=l33 

fvlales 

N=64 

Film Sex Dependent 

''Pollyanna" Male f= 42, %=14;19 

Female f=l06, %=35.81 

'X 2-53. 28* 

''Pollyanna'' Male f= 32 1 %=13.56 

Female f= 86, %=36.44 
2 -49.56* 

''Pollyanna'' Male f= 76, .%=14.57 

"Bon Voyage" 

Female f=l90, %=35.72 

"X 2-9 5. 76* 

Male f= J9, 

Female f= 89, 
2-38.40" 

%=15.24 

%=34.77 

Females "Bon Voyage'' 

N=57 

Male f= 39, 

Female f= 75, 

%2-22. so•· 

%=16.22 

%=32.89 

Total ''Bon Voyage'' 
Sample 

fvlale f= 78, %=16.12 

Female f=l64, %=33.89 

X 2-62. 92* N=l21 

~1ales 

N=l38 

Females 

N=ll6 

Total 
Sample 

N=254 

Both films Flale f= 81, %=14.68 

Female f=l95, %=35.33 

% 2 -93.84~-
Both films Male f= 71, %=15.30 

Female f=l61, %=30.39 
2-69.60* 

Both films r·'iale 

Female f=354, %=34.85 

'X 2-152.40* 

Independent 

f=l06, %=35.81 

f= 42, %=14.19 

f= 86, %=36.44 

f= 32, ~~=13.56 

f=l9D, %=35.72 

f= 76, %=14.57 

f= 89, %=34. 77 

f= 39, %=15.24 

f= 75, 

f= 39, 

%=32.89 

%=16.22 

f=l64, %=33,89 

f= 78, %=16.12 

f=l95, %=35.33 

f= 81, 7;=14.68 

f=l61, %=30.39 

f= 71, %=15.30 

f=354, %=34.85 

f=l54, %=15.16 

*Chi-square significant at the ,05 level, 



C. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA COLLECTED 
WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTERED 

TO THE COLLEGE SUBJECTS WHO 
VIHIED "BON VOYAGE" 

Analysis of Table 12: Dependence­
Independence Data for 
"Eon Vo vu g~ 
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Table 12 displays the frequency and percentage break­
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subjects. 

"Bon Voyage" as seen bv college m[lles. The male charac-

tors were selected as dependent by the subjects on eleven occa-

sions or in 19.65 per cent of the cases. At the same time they 

rated the male characters as independent seventeen times or 30.36 

per cent of the time. Seventeen times the female characters 

were found to be dependent. This was in 30.36 per cent of the 

instances. They 1-1ere also noted to be independent on eleven 

occasions or in 19.65 pe.r cent of the cases. The /(2 value of 

2.80 was smaller than 3.80, the value required for significance 

at the 0.05 level. The null hypothesis was accepted. 

"Don Voyaga" 8S se8n by _colleoo fornules. On ti•Jelve 

occurrences thsse subjects rated the male characters in ''Don 

Voyage 11 as dependent. This 1-JGS 16.67 per cont of the episodes. 

They thought that the males in the film were independent twenty-

four times or on 33.34 per cent of tho occasions. In addition, 

the subjects reported the female characters as dependent 
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twenty-four times or 33.34 par cant of the time, The female 

characters were seen as independent twelve times in the film 

or 16.67 per cent of the time, The null hypothesis was rejected 

as the~2 
value of 7.92 exceeded 3.80, the level required for 

significance at the 0.05 level, 

"Ben V"'V"'9"" aB seen by all college subjects_, The sub-

jects saw the male characters as dependent in twenty-two 

instances or 17.19 per cent of the time. The male characters 

were adjudged as independent forty-two times or on 32.82 per 

cent of the occasions. In comparison to this, females were found 

to be dependent on forty-two occurrences or 32.82 per cent of 

the time. They were independent twenty-two times or in 17.19 

per cent of the cases. The Az value of 12.80 surpassed 3.80, 

the level required for significance at the 0,05 level. The null 

hypothesis was rejected. 

Table 12. Frequency and P~~senta0e Br~akdowns Pnd the Chi-square 
Values for the Dependence-Ind!"'pendence Data Pertinent to' the 
Questionnaire Administered to the College Subjects Viewing the 
film "Don Voyage" 

Subjects 

Hales 

N=14 

Film Sex Dependent 

"Bon Voyage" ['isle f=ll' 7~=19. 65 

Female f=l7, %=30,36 

%2-2.80 

Independent 

f=l7, j~=30.3G 

f=ll, '1:=19. 65 

Females "Bon Voyage" ~1ale f=.l2, %=16.67 

f=24, %=33.34 

f=24, %=33.34 

f=l2, %=16.67 N=lB 

Total 
College 
Sample 
N=32 

* 
"Bon Voyage" i'lale f=22, '%=17.19 f=42, 7.>=32.82 

Female f=42, %=32.82 f=22, %=17.19 

% 2-12. so~-
*Chi-square significant at the ,05 level. 



V. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA DEALING 
WITH THE FEMALE AS ARTISTIC OR 

NOT ARTISTIC 

Null Hypothesis 
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There is no difference between males and females in Walt 
Disney screenplays and films in the frequency in which they are 
depicted as artistic. 

A. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA DEALING 
WITH THE CONTENT ANALYSIS 

OF SCREENPLAYS 

Analysis of Table 13: Artistic­
Not Artistic All Screenplays 

Data in Table 13 presents the frequen~y and percentage 

breakdowns and the calculated chi-square values for the artistic-

not artistic data germane to the content analysis of all screen-

plays studied. 

There was no indication that the characters were artistic 

or not artistic in the following screenplays: (1) "We Belong 

Together," (2) "Pollyanna," and (3) ''Old Yeller." The null 

hypothesis was accepted for these screenplays. 

"The Newcomers." In this screenplay, the experimenter 

selected the male characters as artistic one time or 100 per 

cent of the cases. He tallied them as not artistic zero times. 

He found no evidence which would indicate that the females were 

artistic or nat artistic. Hence, the null hypothesis was rejec-

ted. This rejection was highly tentative as it was based upon 

the observation of a limited number of cases, According to 

William Theimer, the researcher's statistics adviser, no test 
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Qf significance exists to.test a one cell frequency of this 

type. 

"Bon Voyage," The male characters were accounted as 

artistic on one occurrence or 50.00 per cent of the time. 

There was no indication that they were not artistic in this 

screenplay, The females were also discovered as artistic in 

one instance, or 50.00 per cent of the time, whereas like the 

male characters, there was no sign that they were not artistic. 

The~2 value of 0,00 was not significant at the 0.05 level, 

The null hypothesis thus, was accepted. 

All screenplays. When the data for all screenplays were 

summarized, the investigator noted that the male characters were 

artistic in two episodes or 66.67 per cent of the case~. They 

were not found to be not artistic, Female characters, on the 

other hand, were rated as artistic once, or 33,33 per cent of 

the time. As with the males, they were not adjudged as not 

artistic. Since the ~2 value of 0,00 was smaller than 3.84, the 

value required for significance at the 0,05 level, the null hypo-

thesis was accepted, 
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Table 13. Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the(Chi­
Square Values for the Artistic-Not Artistic Data Related to 
the Content Analysis of the Five Screenplays 

Screenplay Sex Artistic 

»we Belong Together» Male f=O, %=0 

"Pollyanna» 

"The Newcomers" 

"Old Yeller" 

"Bon Voyage" 

All Screenplays 

Female f=D, %=0 

Male f=D, %=0 

Female f=D, %=0 

Male f=l, %=100.00 

Female f=D, %=0 

Male f=D, %=0 

Female f=D, %=0 

r~ala f=l, 

Female f=l, ., 
OX"'=O.OO (Y) 

%=50.00 

%=50.00 

·Male f=2, %=66.67 

Female f=l, %=33.33 

~ 2=0.00 (Y) 

Not Artistic 

f=D, %=0 

f=D, %=0 

f=D, %=0 

f=D, %=0 

f=O, %=0 

f=D, %=0 

f=D, %=0 

f=D, %=0 

f=O, 

f=D, 

%=0 

%=0 

*Chi-square significant at the 0.05 level. 
(Y) Yates correction for continu~ty applied. 

B. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA. COLLECTED 
WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTERED 

TO THE ELEMENTARY SUBJECTS 
WHO VIEWED THE TWO FILMS 

Analvsis of Table 14: Artistic­
Not Artistic Data for all 
Films Shown 
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Table 14 has data which presents the frequency and per­

centage breakdowns. and calculated 1.2 values of the artistic­

not artistic data collect~d with the questionnaire admini~tered 

to the elementary subjects. 
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''Pollyanna'' AS seen by elementary males. The male char~ 

aoters were assessed as artistic thirty-eight ti~~i'or 12.84 per 

cent of the cases. The subjects appraised the males as not artistic 

110 times or 37.16 per cent of the time. Female characters 

were noted to be artistic 110 times or 37.16 per cent of the 

--j-----~o~c-::c-::a_,s=_J.=·=a.,n~s.,.,__ They were found to be not artistic on thirty-eight 
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occurrences or 12.84 per cent of the time. As '1:118~2---vaJ:ue-of----

71.04 was larger than 3.80, the value required for significance 

at the 0.05 level, the null hypothesis was rejected. 

''Pollyanna'' as seen by elementary females. For this film 

the female subjects rated the male characters ·as artistic in 

forty-three instances, which was 18.22 per cent of the cases. 

They assessed them as not artistic seventy-five times or 31.78 

per cent of the instances. \-/hen camp a ring the female characters 

they rated them as artistic seventy-five times or 31.78 per cent 

of the time and not artistic in forty-three episodes or 18.22 

per cent of the ~ . ... ~me. The ,: 2 value of 16.52 was larger than 

3.80, the value required for significance at the 0.05 level. 

The null hypothesis was rejected. 

11 Pollvann2 11 2s seen bv all elementary subjeyts. On eighty-

three occasions the subjects found the males artistic. This was 

15.60 per cent of the inst2nces. They reported the male charac-

tars as not artistic 183 times or 34.40'~br.cent of the time. 

The females were appraised as artistic on 183 occurrences or 

34.40 per cent of the time, while they observed them as not 

artistic on eighty-three occasions or 15.60 per cent of the time, 
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Because the1
2 

value 74.48 exceeded 3,80, the value required 

for significance at the 0,05 level, the null hypothesis was 

rejected. 

"Bon Voyage'' as seen bv elementary males. The subjects 

found the male characters in this film to be artistic fifty-

nine times or in 23.05 per cent of the cases recorded. They 
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tallied them as not artistic sixty-nine times or 26.96 per cent 

of the time. In addition, they determined t'he female characters 

as artistic sixty-nine times or on 26.96 per cent of the occur-

ranees. They rated them as not artistic fifty-nine times or 

2 . 
23.05 per cent of the time. Since the~ value 2,56 was less 

than 3.80, the value required for significance at the 0.05 level, 

the null hypothesis was accepted, 

"Bon Vovage" as seen by elementary females, It ~las 

reported by the female subjects that the males in ''Bon Voyage'' 

were artistic in forty~eight episodes, This was 21.05 per cent 

of the time. Tho male~ were cited as not artistic on sixty-six 

occasions or 28.95 per cent of the time. In comparison, the 

female characters were obser~ed to be artistic sixty-six times 

or 28.95 per cent of the time, whereas they were cited as not 

artistic in forty-eight. instances or on 21.05 per cent of the 

occurrences, The null hypothesis was rejected due to the fact 

that tho 1 2 valuo 6. 84 \vas si9n i ficont at the 0, 05 level. 



302 

"Bon Vnvogo" as sc10n by all subjc:cts. \·Jhen the frequency 

counts of all the subjects were summed it was found that the 

malo characters were judged as artistic 107 times or 22.11 per 

cent of the time. They were appraised as not artistic 135 times 

or in 27.90 per cent of the cases. Female characters, on the 

contrary, were obs10rvecl to be artistic 135 times or on 27.90 per 

cent-o-r---th-e-o·c·ca·s-ron·s-.--i-he-y-~JeTe-cl-i-s-e-ov-e-J?-e-G!-to-be-no-t-a.r_tis_t_ic ___ _ 

on 107 instances or 22.11 per cent of the time. The null hypo-

thesis was rejected because the;t- 2 value of 4. 84 was larger than 

3.80, the value required for significance at the 0.05 level. 

Both films as seen by elementary males. These subjects 

recorded ninety-seven instances in which the male characters 

were artistic. This amounted to 17.57 per cent of the cases. 

They enumerated 179 cases in which the male characters were not 

artistic. This was 32.43 per cent of the time. In contrast to 

this, the females were judged to be artistic on 179 occ~rrences 

or 32.43 per cent of the time. Not being artistic was attributed 

to females on ninaty-seven occasions or 17.57 per cent of the 

time. As thG .,_z value of 49.68 was larger than 3.80, the value 

rGquired for significance at the 0.05 level, the null hypothesis 

\:Jus rejected. 

Both films os seen by elementary females. Female sub-

jocts found the male characters in the films artistic ninety-one 

times or 19.61 per cent of the time, while they observod them 

as not artistic 141 tirnes or on 30.39 per cent of the occasions. 



Arti~tic behavior was noted in female characters 141 times or 

in 30.39 per cent of the episodes. In ninety-one instances 

the female was seen as not artistic, This amounted to 19.61 

per cent of the cases. The ';t-2 value of 23.45 surpassed 3.80, 

the value required for significance at the 0,05 level. Thus, 

the null hypothesis was rejected, 
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Both films as seen by all elementary subjects. An 

analysis of this data showed that the male characters were rated 

as artistic 190 times or on 18.70 per cent of the occasions. 

They were accounted as not artistic in 318 episodes on on 31.30 

per cent of the occurrences. The data for females revealed 

that they were appraised as artistic 318 times or on 31.30 per 

cent of the time. Females who were not artistic were found on 

190 occasions on in 18.70 per cent of the cases. Since the ')(2 

value of 60.96 was larger than 3.80, the level required for sig­

nificance at the 0,05 level, the null hypothesis ~las rejected. 
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Table 14. Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Jl.rtistic-~Jot Jl.rtistic-Data Pertinent to the Ques-
tionnairo Administered to the Elementary Subjects Viewing the 
films "Pollyanna" and liB On Voyage" 

Subjects Film Sex Artistic Not Jl.rtistic 

t·1ales "Pollyanna" Hale f= 38, 5;=12. 84 f=llO, 71=37.16 
N=74 Female f=llO, %=37.16 f= 38, %=12.84 

2 
-71.04 ·-

Females "Pollyanna" t'lale f- 43, %-18.22 f- 75, %~7 
~Jc59 Female f= 75, %=31. 78 f;= 43, 7;=18.22 

2 -16.52* 

Total uPollyanna 11 rt;ale f= 83, %=15.60 f=l83, 7;=34.40 
Sample Female f=l83, ?h=34 .40 f= 83, 7-;=15.60 
N=l33 .':t 2-74. 48* 

' 

[\.']ales "Bon Voyage" hale f= 59, %=23.05 f= 69, 7;=2 6. 96 
N=64 Female f= 69, %=26.96 f= 59, %=23.05 

2 --2. 56 

Females "Don Voyage" Hale f:::::: 48, ~~~21.05 f= 66, 5·~::::28.95 

N=57 Female f= 66, %=28.95 f= 48, %=21. 05 
2 ·-6.84"' 

Total "Bon Voyage" r·ia1e f=l07, %=22.11 f=l35, 1b=27.90 
Sample Female f=l35, %=27.90 f=l07, %=22.11 
rJ=l21 'X:2-4. B4" 

r'ia.los Both fi1ms Hale f= 97, %=17.57 f=l79, %=32.43 

tJ=l38 Female f=l79, %=32.43 f= 97, %=17.57 
2 -49.68* 

- ---- Females Both films r·--lale f=· 91, %=19.61 f=l41, %=30.39 

N=llG Female f=l41, %=30.39 f= 91, ~b:::l9. 61 

' 
% 2-23.45'· 

Tota1 Both films f .. 1ale f=l90, \';=18. 70 f=318, ;\=31.30 
Sample Female f=318, ~;=31. 30 f=190, 7~=18. 70 
N=254 %2-60.06* 

' 
·Y.-Chi-squa:re significant at the .05 level. 
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C. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA COLLECTED 
WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTERED TO 

THE COLLEGE SUBJECTS WHO 
VIE\ciED "BON VOYAGE" 

Anolvsis of Table ·15: Artistic­
Not Artist~c Data for 
11 Bon Vovage" 

Table 15 presents the frequency and percentage break-
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d m·m s and the c a 1 cuI ate a~2va1 u e s for t-rrn---a-rti-st-ic-not-a-rt-i-s-t-is 

data collected with the questionnaire administered to the collage 

subjects. 

''Bon Vovane'' as seen by colleoe males. The male charac-

ters were selected as artistic by the subjects on fifteen occa-

sions or 27.79 per cent of the cases. At the same time they 

rated the male characters as not artistic thirteen times or 

23.22 par cant of the time. Thirteen times the female characters 

ware found to be artistic. This was 23.22 per cent of the in-

stances. They ware noted as n8t artistic on· fift~en occasions 

or in 27. T9 per c8nt of th8 cases. Since the .1-..2 value ·of 0.27 

was smaller than 3.80, the value required for significance at 

tho 0.05 level, the null hypothesis was accepted. 

11 Bon VoVEQ'3 11 qs seen by college fetflales. On eighteen 

occurrences these subjects rated the mole characters in "Eon 

Voyage'' as artistic. This was 25.00 per cent of the episodes. 

Also, the college f8mslas thought that the males in the film 

ware not ortistic on eighteen occasions or in 25.00 per cant of 

the occurrences. The subjects rated the female characters in 

exactly the same way. The null hypothesis was accepted as the 
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r:y_ 2 value of 0.00 vJiJS less than 3.80, the level required for 

significance at the 0.05 level. 

''Bon Voyaqe'' as seen by all college subjects. The sub-
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jects saw the male characters as artistic in thirty-five instan-

ces or 27.35 per cent of the time. The male characters were 

adjudged as not artistic twenty-nine times or on 22.66 per cent 

---------8-f-the-eJee-o-s-~ens-. -I-A-e-Smj3B-r-~s-s-A-t-s-H•-i-s-, -1'-ema-±-e-s-we-l:'-e-f'eldnEI-t-e----
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be artistic on twenty-nine occurrences or 22.66 per cent of the 

time. They were not artistic thirty-five times or in 27.35 per 

cent of the cases. The~2 value of 1.28 did not surpass 3.80, 

the level required for significance at the 0.05 level. The null 

hypothesis was accepted. 

Table 15. Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Artistic-Not Artistic Data Germane to the Question­
naire Administered to the College Subjects Viewing the Film 
"Bon Voyage" 

Subjects Film Sex Artistic Not Artistic 

1·1ales "Bon Voyag8 11 Hale f=l5, %=27.79 f=l3, %=23.22 

N=l4 Female f=l3, 7;=23. 22 f=l5, 9;=27. 79 

'X 2
-D' 27 

F8males 11 Bon Voyage" f·1ale f=l8, %=25.00 f=lB, ~G=25.DO 

N=lB Female f=lB, ;;i=2 5. DO f=l8, ;;=2 5. [J[J 

~2-o.oo 
Totel 11 Eon VoyatJ81l I·, ale f=35, %=27.35 f=29, %=22.66 
College Female. f:::::29, )b=22.66 f=35, )b=27. 35 Sample 

fJ-32 :i 2-1 .28 
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VI. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA DEALING 
WITH THE FEMALE AS MECHANICAL OR 

NOT MECHANICAL 

Null Hvpothesis 

307 

There is no difference between males and females in Walt 
Disney screenplays and films in the frequency in which they are 
portrayed in performing mechanical repairs. 

A. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA DEALING 
WITH THE CONTENT· ANALYSIS 

OF SCREENPLAYS 

Analysis of Table 16: Mechanical­
Not Mechanical All Screenplays 

Table 16 data displays the frequency and percentage break-

downs and the calculated chi-square values for the mechanical-

not mechanical data related to the content analysis of all 

screenplays studied. 

The investigator did not account the characters either 

mechanical or not mechanical in the following scripts: (1} 

"Pollyanna,'' and (2) "Eon Voyage." The null hypothesis was 

accepted for these scripts. 

"We Belong Together.'' In this script, the researchist 

judged the male characters as mechanical one time or 100 per 

cent of the time. He recorded them as not mechanical zero times. 

He found no indication that the females were either mechanical 

or not mechanical. Therefore, the null hypothesis was rejected. 

This rejection was .of a highly tentative natura as it was basad 

upon the observation of a limited number of occLJrrencas. 

According to William Theimer, the researcher's statistics 
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adviser, no test of significance exists to test a one cell 

frequency of this type. 

"The Newcomers." The researcher rated the male characters 

as mechanical on five occurrences or 62.50 per cent of the tirre. 

They were adjudged as not mechanical on one instance, or 12.50 

per cent of the episodes. The females were discovered as 

mechanical one time or 12.50 per cent of the cases. In addi-

tion, they were assessed as not mechanical one time, which was 

also 12.50 per cent of the time. The ~2 value of 0.00 was less 

than 3,80,,the value required for significance at the 0.05 per 

cent level. The null hypothesis was accepted. 

"Old Yeller." In this screenplay it was noted that the 

male characters were mechanical in four episodes or 50~00 per 

cent of the cases. They were not found lacking in mechanical 

ability. In a similar fashion, female characters were rated as 

mechanical four times or 50.00 per cent of the time, and like 

the males, they were not observed to be without mechanical 

ability. Since the~2 value of 0.00 was less'than 3.80, the 

level required for significance at the 0.05 level, the null 

hypothesis was accepted. 

All screenplays. When the data for all screenplays were 

summarized by the investigator, it was noted that the male charac-

ters were mechanical in eleven instances or 61.11 per cent of the 

time, They were rated as not mechanical one time or 5.56 per 

cent of the time, Female characters, at the same time, were 
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cited as mechanical five times or on 47.78 per cent of the 

occasions, As with th~ males, they were found to be not mech­

anical one time or on 5.56 per cent of the occurrences. The ~2 

value 0.14 did not exceed 3.80, the value required for signifi-

cance at the 0,05 level, The null hypothesis was accepted. 

Table 16. Freguency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi•square 
------~--------~v7a~l~u~e~s~~f~o-r~t~h~e Mechanical-Not Mechanical D~~Relatea-t~tnoe ____ __ 

Content Analysis of the Five Screenplays 

Screenplay Sex Mechanical Not Mechanical 

"We Belong Together" Male f=l, %=100 f=O, 
Female f=O, %=0 f=O, 

"Pollyanna" Male f=O, %=0.00 f=O, 
Female f=O, %=0.00 f=D, 

"The Newcomers" Male f=5. %=62.50 f=l, 
Female f=l, %=12.50 f=l, 
.•• ? 

(Yi 'A. ~=0. DO 

"Old Yeller" Male f=4, %=50.00 f=O, 
Female f=4, %=50.00 f=O, 

~ 2=0.00 (Y) 

"Eon Voyage" Male f=D, %=0,00 f=O, 
Female f=O, %=0.00 f=O, 

All Screenplays Male f=ll, %=61.11 f=l, 
Female f=5, %=27.78 f=l, 

'X 2=0 .14 ( y) 

(Y) Yates correction for continuity applied. 

B. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA COLLECTED 
WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTERED 

TO THE ELEMENTARY SUBJECTS 
WHO VIEWED THE TWO FILMS 

Analysis of Table 17: Mechanical­
Not Mechanical Data for all 
Films Shown 

%=0.00 
%=0.00 

%=0.00 
%=0.00 

%=12.50 
%=12.50 

%=0.00 
%=0.00 

%=0.00 
%=0.00 

%=5.56 
%=5.56 
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Data compiled in Table 17 pres.ents the frequency and 

percentage breakdowns and calcu~ated ~2 values of the mechanical-

not mechanical data collected with the questionnaire administered 

to the elementary subjects. 

~Pollyanna" as seen by elementary males, The male charac-

-----t-----'t~lrE were observed to be mechanical 130 times or 43.92 per cent 

of the cases. The subjects rated the males as not mechanical 

eighteen times or on 6,08 per cent of the occasions, Female char-

acters ware noted as mechanical eighteen times or 6.08 per cent 

of the occurrences. In addition, they were classified as not 

mechanical on 130 instances or 43.92 per cent of the time, As the 
2 . 

~ value of 171.68 was larger than 3.80, the value required for 

significance at the 0,05 level, the null hypothesis was rejected. 

"Pollyanna'' as seen by elementary females. For this film 

the female subjects rated the male characters as mechanical in 109 

instances, which was 46.19 per cent of the cases. They adjudged 

them as not mechanical nine times or 3.82 per cent of the instan-

ces. On the other hand, they accounted the female characters as 

mechanical nine times or 3.82 per cent of the time and as not mech­

anical in 109 episodes or 46.19 per cent of the time. The "J} 

value of 169.92 exceeded 3,80, the value required for significance 

at the 0,05 level. The null hypothesis was rejected. 

"Pollyanna" as seen by all elementary subjects. On 239 

occasions the subjects found the males mechanical. This was 

44.93 per cent of the instances. They reported the male 
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characters a§ not mechanical twenty-seven times or 5,08 per cant 

of the time. The females were appraised as mechanical on twenty-

seven occurrences or 5.08 per cent of the time, while they ob-

served them as not mechanical on 239 occasions or 44.93 per cent 

of tho time, Because the "/..2 value 340,48 surpassed 3.80, the 

value required for significance at the 0.05 level, the null hypo-

thesis was rej~cted. 

"Bon Vovaoe'' as seen by elementary males. The subjects 

found the male chara~ters in this film to be mechanical 118 times 

or in 46,10 per cent of the cases recorded. They tallied them as 

not mechanical ten times or 3.91 per cent of the time, In addi-

tion, they accounted the female characters as mechanical ten 

times or in 3.91 per cent of the occurrences, They found them 

not mechanical 118 times or 46.10 per cent of the time, Since 

the 1-2 value 181.76 \vas more than 3, 80, the value required for 

significance at the 0,05 level, the null hypothesis was rejected, 

11 Bon Vovage 11 as seen by elementary females. It \-.ras 

reported by the female subjects that the males in ''Bon Voyage" 

were mechanical in 110 episodes, This was 48.25 per cent of the 

titno. The males were cited as not mechonicol on four occasions 

or 1,75 per cent of the time, In comparison, the female charac-

tors were observed to be mechanical four times or 1.75 per cent 

of the ti1na, whereas they were adjudged as not mechanical in 

llb instances or on l\8,25 per cent of the occurrences. The null 

hypothesis 1·1os rojocted due to the fact that the'X.Z value 196.00 

was significant at the 0,05 level, 
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"Bon Voyage" as seen by all subjects. When the frequency 

counts of all the subjects were summed it was found by the re-

searcher that the male characters were judged as mechanical 229 

times or 47.32 per cent of the time. They were appraised as not 

mechanical thirteen times or in 2.69 per cent of the cases. 

Female ·characters, on the contrary, were observed to be mechani-

cal thirteen times or on 2.69 per cent of the occasions. They 

were discovered to be not mechanical on 229 instances or 47.32 

per cent of the time. The null hypothesis was rejected because 

the ~2 value of 382.36 was larger than 3.80, the value required 

for significance at the 0.05 level. 

Both films as seen by elementary males. These subjects 

recorded 248 instances in which the male characters were mechen-

ical. This amounted to 44.93 per cent of the cases. They 

enumerated twenty-eight cases in which the male characters were 

not mechanical. This was 5.07 per cent of the time. In con-

trast to this, the females were judged to be mechanical on 

twenty-eight occurrences or 5,07 per cent of the time. Not 

being mechanical was attributed to females on 248 occasions or 

44.93 per cent of the time. As the 1,.2 value of 353.28 was 

larger thanc3,80, the value required for significance at the 

0.05 level, the null hypothesis was rejected. 

Both films as seen by elementary females. An analysis of 

these data showed that the male characters were rated as mechen-

ical 219 times or on 47.20 per cent of the occasions. They 



j 
1 

I 

:----

1 
I 

-·--1 

313 

ware accounted as not m~chanical in thirteen episodes or on 

2,80 per cent of the occurrences, The data for females revealed 

that they ware appraised as mechanical thirteen times or in 2.80 

per cent of the cases, Females who were not mechanical were 

found on 219 occasions or in 47.20 per cent of the cases, The 

~2 
value of 366.56 surpassed 3,80, the value required for sig-

nificance at the 0, 05 level. Thus, the null hypotnesi~sfl•iliJaerns-------

rejected. 

Both films as seen by all elementary subjects. An analy-

sis of the data showed that the male characters were rated as 

mechanical 468 times or.on 46,07 per cent of the occasions. The 

subjects observed them as not mechanic~l forty times or on 3,94 

per cent of the episodes, Mechanical behavior was noted in 

female characters forty times or in 3,94 per cent of the instan­

ces, On 468 occurrences the female was seen as not mechanical by 

the subjects. This amounted to 46,07 per cant of the cases. As 

tha"/-
2 

VGlue of 731.52 was larger them 3.80, the value required 

for significance at the 0,05 level, the null hypothesis was 

rejected. 



---~ 

l 
I 

1 

! 
l 

314 

Table 17, Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Mechanical-Not Mechanical Data Germane to the 
Questionnaire Administered to the Elementary Subjects Viewing 
the Films "Pollyanna" and "Bon Voyage" 

Subj acts 

~1ales 

N=74 

Film 

"Pollyanna" 

Sex f·'iec han ical 

f=l30, 

Female f= 18, 

1- 2-171.68* 

jso43. 92 

%= 6.08 

Not r;lechanital 

f= 18, 'j{,a 6. DB 

f=l30, %=43. 92 

-Fe m a 1-..,e'"s-~"FoTlya n n a u--r~ai-..---f -rB:J-, -%=46-;--r~-----i'=-9-.--:-%=---3-.-8-2'----­

Female f= 9, %= 3.82 f=l09, %=46.19 

2?-169. 2* 

Total "Pollyanna" ·Fiala f=239, %=44.93 f= 2 7, 7~= 5.08 
Sample Female f= 27, ~b= 5.08 f=239, %=44. 93 
N=l33 "t2=340. 48* 

r·1ales "Bon Voyage" ~1ale f=ll8, j£=46.10 f= 10, ~h::: 3. 91 

N=64 Female f= 10~ r:l_ ,,_ 3.91 f=ll8, %=46.10 
2 =181 .76" 

Females "Bon Voyage" {''iale f=llO, %=48.25 f= 4' 'l~= l. 75 

N=57 Female L' •= 4, %= l. 75 f=llO, 'ib=48. 25 

1-2 =:51~63* (Y) 

Total "Bon Voyage" r·1ale f=229, 'ib=4 7. 32 f= 13, %= 2.69 
SGmple Female f= 13, -76= 2.69 f=229, %=47.32 
fJ=l21 1- 2=382. 36-X 

r·1a le s Doth filfils Hale f=24B, 'h=44.93 f= 28, cf_ ,,_ 5.07 

N=l38 F'Bfilale f= 28, )b~ 5.07 f=248, %=44.93 
2 =353.28-X· 

F er.1ales Both films r··iale f=219, y;=4 7. 2 0 f= 13, 7S= 2.80 

fJ=llG Female f= 13, o/-,,_ 2.80 f=219, %=47.20 

"X-2-366. 56" 

Totsl Both filr.1s Hale f=46B, '/,=46. 07 f= 40, ~:S= 3.94 
Sal;-lplB Female f= 40, tt""-jO·- 3 ._94 ·f=468, 'iS=46. 07 
r'J:::2 54 t2=T31.52·~ 

*Chi-square significant at the .05 level. 
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C. CONTINGENCY.TABLES OF DATA COLLECTED 
WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTERED TO 

THE COLLEGE SUBJECTS WHO 
VIE\1ED "BON VOYAGE" 

Analysis of Table 18: Mechanical­
Not f'iechanical Dat_§__i'.g];: 
11 Do.n Voyaae 11 

Table lB displays the frequency and percentage break­

dm1ns and the calculatad "/:.2 values for the mechan~cal-not 

mechanic~l data collected with the questionnaire administered 

to the colle~e subjects. 
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"Bon Vovoge" as seen by college males, The mole. charac-

tars were selected as mechanical by the subjects on·eightaen 

occasions or 32.15 per cant of the cases. At the same time 

they rated the male characters as not mechanical ten times or 

17,86 per cant of the time. Ten times the female characters 

were found to be mechanical. This was 17.86 per cent of the 

instances. They ware noted as not mechanical on eighteen occa-

. · 32 15 t f th The ""2 value of c;. 04 s:tons or ~n _, . per can o e cases, {'- ~ 

was larger than 3.80, the value required for significance at the 

0,05 level, The null hypothesis was rejected, 

''Bon Voyage'' as seen by college female~. On thirty 

occurrences these subjects rated the male characters in ''Bon 

Voyi:lgo" as mechanical.· ·This \•Jos 41.67 per cent of the time. 

Tho male characters were adjudged as not mechanical six times 

or on 8.34 per cent of the occasions. In comparison t·o this, 

females were thought to be mechanical on six occurrences or 

8,34 per cent of the time. They were not mechanical thirty 
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times or in 41.67 per cent of the cases. The~2 value of 

32.40 surpassed 3.80, the value required for significance at 

the 0.05 level, The null hypothesis was ~ejected. 

"Bon Voyage" as seen by all college subject.§.. The sub-.· 

jects saw the male characters as mechanical in forty-seven 

instences or 36.72 per cent of the time. The male characters 

were adjudged as not mechanical seventeen times or on 13.28 per 

cent of the occasions. The subjects rated the female characters 

as mechanical seventeen times or on 13.28 per cent _of the occur-

rences. They were seen as not mechanical on forty-seven occa-

sions. This was 36.72 per cent of the time. The null hypothesis 

was rejected as the~2 value of 28.16 exceeded 3.80, the level 

required for significance at the 0,05 level. 

Table 18. Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Mechanical-Not Mechanical Data Related to the 
Questionnaire Administered to the College Subjects Viewing the 
Film "Bon Voyage" 

Subjects 

~!ales 

.females 

N=l8 

Total 
College 
Sample 
N=32 

Film Sex nechanical 

1'Bon Voyage'' Male f=lB, %=32.15 

Female f=lD, %=17.86 

"t'2--5. 04 * 
uBon Voyoge 11 f'-"1ale f=30, ~S=41.67 

Female f= G, %=16.67 

't- 2 -32.40•· 

''Bon Voyage 11 Male 

Female f=l7, %=13.28 

:;t: 2-20 .16'' 

*Chi-square significant at the ,05 level. 

Not Hechanical 

f=lD, ~b=l7. 86 

f=lB, %=32.15 

f= 6, ;;=16.67 

f=30' j~=4l. 6 7 

f=l7, 

f=4 7' 

~;=13.28 

7;=3 G. 72 
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VII. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA DEALING 
WITH THE FEMALE AS EXCESSIVELY 

TALKATIVE OR NOT EXCESSIVELY 
TALKATIVE 

Null Hypothesis 

317 

There is no difference between males and females in Walt 
Disney screenplays and films in the frequency in which they are 
portrayed as being excessively talkative. 

A. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA DEALING 
WITH THE CONTENT ANALYSIS 

OF SCREENPLAYS 

Analysis of Table 19: Excessively Talkative­
Not Excessively Talkative 

Data in Table 19 provides the frequency and percentage 

breakdowns and the calculated chi-square values for the exces-

sively talkative-not excessively talkative data related to the 

content analysis of all screenplays studied. 

Neither male nor female characters were found by the 

researcher to be either excessively talkative or not excessively 

talkative in the following screenplays: (1) "We Belong Together," 

(2) "The Newcomers'' and (3) "Old Yeller." The null hypothesis 

was accepted in each case. 

".E.ollyanna." In this script the researcher adjudged the 

female characters as excessively talkative three times or 100 

per cent rif the time, Further, there was no indication that 

they were not excessively talkative. Further, he found no indi-

cation that the male characters were either excessively talkative 

or not excessively talkative. Hence, the null hypothesis was 

rejected. This rejection was of a highly tentative nature as it 
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was based upon the observation of a limited number of occur­

rences, According to William Theimer, the researcher's statis­

tics adviser, no test of significance exists to test a one cell 

frequency of this type. 

"Pon Voyage." On five occasions or 100 per cent of the 

----; ______ tuiKml!l_e., the male characters were rated as excessively talkative. 

At the same time, there was no sign that they were not exces­

sively talkative on any instance. In addition to this, the 

female characters were not discovered to be either excessively 

talkative or not excessively talkative. Therefore, the null 

hypothesis was rejected, This rejection wa·s of a highly tenta­

tive nature as it was based upon the observation of a limited 

number of occurrences. According to William Theimer, the 

researcher's statistics adviser, no test of significance exists 

to test a one cell frequency of this type. 

All screenpla~. When the data for all screenplays were 

summarized, the researcher noted that the male characters were 

excessively talkative in five instances or 62.50 per cent of the 

time. They were not accounted as not excessively talkative. 

Female characters, on the other hand, were cited as excessively 

talkative three times or on 37.50 per cent of the occasions, 

As with the males, there was no indication that they were not 

excessively talkative. The~2 value of 1.24 did not exceed 

3.84, the value required for significance at the 0,05 level, 

The null hypothesis was accepted. 
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Table 19. Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Excessively Talkative-Not Excessively Talkative 
Data Pertinent to the Content Analysis of the Five Screenplays 

B. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA COLLECTED 
WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTERED 

TO THE ELEMENTARY SUBJECTS 
WHO VIEWED THE TWO FILMS 

Analysis of Table 20: Excessively Talkative­
Not Excessiv'2)y Talkative 

Data compiled in Table 20 shows the frequency and per­

centage breakdowns and calculated 2 values of the excessively 

talkative-not excessively talkative ~eta collected with the 

questionnaire administered to the elementary subjects. 
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"Pollynnno" us seen by elementarv r;1ales. The male 

churacters were observed to be excessively talkative thirty-

six times or 12.16 per cent of the cases. The s~bjects rated 

the males as not excessively talkative 112 times or on 37.84 

per cent of the occasions. Female characters were noted as 

320 

excessively talkative 112 times or 37.84 per cent of the occur-

re n c e s • They were cIa s s i rie a as not ex c e·s·s-±ll·e±y-tal-k-a-t-iv-e-eRI----­

thirty-six instances or 12.16 per cent of. the time. As the '/.-2 

value of 76.96 was larger than 3.80, the value required for 

significance at the 0.05 level, the null hypothesis was 

rejected. 

''Pollyanna'' as seen by elementary females. For this 

film, the female subjects rated the male characters as exces-

sively talkative in nineteen instances, which was 8.05 per cent 

of the cases. They adjudged them as not excessively talkative 

ninety-nine times or 41.95 per cent of the time. Comparatively 

they accounted the females as excessively talkative ninety-

nine times or 41.95 per cent of the tir;1e and as not excessively 

talkative in nineteen episodes or 8.05 per cent of the time. 

ThG'Jl- valuG of 108.56 exceeded 3. 80, the value roquired for. 

significance ot the 0.05 level. The null hypothesis was re-

jected. 

''Pollynnno'' as seen by all elementory subjects. On 

fifty-eight occasions the subjects found the males to be exces-

sively talkotive. This was 10.90 per cent of the instances. 

They reported the mele characters as not excessively talkative 



208 occurrences or 39.10 per cent of the time. ·The females 

were appraised as excessively talkative on 208 occasions or 

39.10 per cent of the time, while they observed them as not 
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excessively talkative on fifty-eight ocriasions or 10.90 per 

cent of the time. Because thaf._2 value 164,92 surpassed 3, 80, 

the value required for significance at the 0,05 level, the null 

____ , _____ uhy_pothesis we s raj ectad·-~---~----~--------------~-

-----1 

1 

"Jlon Voyage" as seen by elementary males. The subjects 

found the male characters in this film to be excessively talka-

tive sixty-hJO times or in 24,22 per cent of the cases recorded. 

They tallied them as not excessively talkative sixty-six times 

or 25.78 per cent of the time. In addition, they accounted the 

female characters as excessively talkative sixty-six times or 

on 25.78 per cent of the occurrences. They found them not 

excessively talkative sixty-two times or 24.22 per cent of the 

time. Since the'/.? value 0,23 was less than 3.Bo,· the value 

required for significance.at the 0,05 level, the null hypothesis 

ltJas rejected. 

11 Bon Vova_ge' aS seen by elementary fe1neles. It ~Ja s 

reported by the female subjects that the males ~n ''Bon Voyage'' 

were excessively talkative in sixty-three episodes, This was 

27.63 per cent of the time, The males were cited as not exces-

sively talkative on fifty-one occasions or 22.37 per cent of the 

time. In comparison, the female characters were observed to be 

excessively talkative fifty-one times or 22.37 per cent of the 
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time, whereas they were adjudged as not excessively talkative 

in sixty-three instances or in 27.63 per cent of the occurrences. 

The null hypothesis was accepted due to the fact that the~2 

value 2.28 was less than 3.80, the level required for significance 

at the 0,05 level. 

"Bon Voyage'' as seen by all subjects. When the frequency 

counts of ell the subjects were summed it was found that the male 

characters were judged as excessively talkative 125 times or 25.83 

per cent of the time, They were appraised as not excessively 

talkative 117 times or in 24.18 per cent of the cases. Female 

characters, on the contrary, were observed to be excessively 

talkative 117 times or on '24.18 per cent of the occasions. They 

were discovered to be not excessively talkative on 125 instances 

or 25.83 per cent of the time. The null hypothesis was accepted 

because ths'1-2 value of 0,44 was less than 3,80, the value 

required for significance at the 0,05 level. 

Both films as seen by elomentarv males, These subjects 

recorded ninety-eight instances in which the male characters 

were excessively talkative. This amounted to 17.76 per cent of 

the cases, They enumerated 178 cases in which the male charac-

tars were not excessively talkative. This was 32.25 per cent of 

the time, In contrast to this the females were judged to be 

excessively talkotive on 170 occurrences or 32.25 per cent of 

the time. Not being excessively talkative was attributed to 

females on ninety-eight occasions or 17.76 por cent of the time. 
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1\s the 1.2 value of 44.16 1-:as larger then 3.80, the value required 

for significance at the 0.05 level, the null hypothesis was 

rejected. 

Both films as seen by elementary females. An analysis of 

these data showed that the male characters were rated as exces-

----+-----"st:il,IV'-JD;Llh.Y talkative eighty-hJo times or during 17.67 per cent of 

-~ 
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the occasions. They were accounted as not excessively talkative 

in 150 episodes or on 32.37 per cent of the occurrences. The 

data for females revealed that they were appraised as excessively 

talkative 150 times or on 32.33 per cent of.the time. Females 

who were not excessively talkative were found in eighty-two in-

stances or in 17.67 per cent of the cases. 2 The f.- value of 

37.12 surpassed 3.80, the value required for significance at the 

0.05 level. The null hypothesis was rejected. 

Doth films as seen by ell elementary subjects. An analy-

sis of the data showed that the male characters were rated as 

excessively talkative 183 times or on 18.01 per cent of the occe-

sions. The subjects observed them as not excessively talkative 

325 times or on 31.99 per cent of the time. Excessively talka-

tive behavior was noted in the female char~cters 325 time~ 

or in 31.99 per cent of the episodes. On 183 occurrences the 

femolGs were seen os not excessively talkative. This an1ounted 

to 18.01 per cent of the cases. As the'J--2 value of Bl. 28 was 

larger than 3.00, the value required for significance at the 

0.05 level, the null hypothesis was rejected. 
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Table 20. Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Excessively Talkative-Not Exce~sively Talkative 
Data Relevant to the Questionnaire Administered to the Elementary 
Subjects Viewing the Films "Pollyanna" and "Don Voyage" 

Subjects Film Sex Excessively Not Excessiv"ely 
Talkative Talkative 

Males "Pollyanns" t·1ale f= 36, 1~=12.16 f=ll2, %=37.84 

N=74 Female f=ll2, %=37.84 f= 36, %=12.16 

'X:Z=76.96* 
Females "Pollyanna" Male f- 19, %- B.CJ5 f= ~:J. %-41.95 

N=59 Female f= 99, %=41.95 f= 19, %= 8.05 
2-108.56* 

Total "Pollyanna" Male f= 58, %=10.90 f=208, %=39.10 
Sample 

Female f=20B, %=39.10 f= 58, '1';=10.90 
~=133 ~?=164•22* 
r'lales "Bon Voysge" f'iale f= 62, %=24.22 f= 66, %=25.78 

N=64 Female f= 66, %=25. 7B f= 62, cr1 . 1o=24 • 22 

'X-2=0.23 

Females "Eon Voyage" Hsle f= 63, %=27.63 ~ 51, %=22.37 !-= 

N=57 Female f= 51, %=22. 37 f= 63, %=27.63 

'X- 2=2.28 

Total "Bon Voyage" Hale f=l25, %=25.83 f=ll7, %=24.18 
Sample Female f=ll7' 7S=24 .18 f=l25, %=25.83 
N=l21 z 2-0.44 

r·1ales Both films i'iale f= 98, %=17. 76 f=l7B, %=32.25 

N=l38 Female f=l78' %=32.25 f= 98, %=17.76 

/(2-44 .16~ 
Females Both films f"·iale f;::;. 82, %=17.67 f=l50, ~~=32.33 

N=l16 Female f=l50, ~'a=32.33 f= 82, )~=1 7. 6 7 
2 =37.12* 

Total Both films r~.·1ale f=l83, 'ib=lB. 01 f=325, ?;=31. 99 
Ssmpls F e1nals f=32 5' %=31. 99 f=J.B3, %=18.01 
N=254 /( 2-81. 2s·x· 

*Chi-square significant at the .05 level. 



C. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA COLLECTED 
WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTERED TO 

THE COLLEGE SUBJECTS WHO 
VIEWED ''EON VOYAGE'' 

Analysis of T~ble 21: Excessively Talkative­
Not Excessively Talkative Data 
for "Don Voyaqc" 
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Table 21 presents the frequency and percentage breakdowns 

------,-----ancl-~he-e-a-Joeu-Joa-~ee-'7(~v-a±lde-S-£o-r-t.lcl"'-"'xcessi-v-el_v---±alka±_i_v_e=o-o_t ____ _ 

excessively talkative data collected with the questionnaire admini-

stared to the college subjects. 

''Bon Voyage" as seen by college males. The male charac-

tars were selected as excessively talkative by the subjects on 

eleven occasions or 19.65 per cent of the cases. At the same. 

time they rated the male characters not excessively talkative 

seventeen times or 30,36 per cent of the time. Seventeen times 

the female characters were found to be excessively talk~tive. 

This was 30,36 per cent of the instances. They were noted as 

not excessively talkative on eleven occasions or in 19.65 per 

cent of the cases. The resulting (L2 of 2.80 was less than 3.80, 

the value required for significance at the 0.05 level. The null 

hypothesis was accepted. 

''Bon Vqvago 11 as seen by college females. On eleven occur-

ranees these subjetts rated the male characters in ''Eon Voyage'' 

as excessively talkative. This was 15.28 per cent of the time. 

The male characters were adjudged es not excessively talkativ~ 

twenty-five times or on 34.72 per cent of the occasions. In 

comparison to this, females were thought to be excessively talka-

tive on twenty-five occurrences or 34.72 par cent of the time. 
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They wore not excessively talkative eleven times or 15.28 per 

cent of the time. The~2 value of 10.80 surpassed 3.80, the 

value required for significance at the 0.05 level. The null 

hypothesis was rejected. 

''Bon Voyage" as seen by all college subjects. The .sub-
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jects saw the mala characters as excessively talkative in twenty-

two instances or 17.19 per cent of the time, The male characters 

were adjudged as not excessively talkative forty~two times or on 

32.82 of the occasions. The subjects rated the female characters 

as excessively talkative forty-two times or on 32.82 per cent of 

the occurrences. They were seen as not excessively talkative on 

twenty-two occasions. This was 17.19 per cent of the time. The 

null hypothesis >vas rej acted as the 1-2 value of 12. 80 exceeded 

3.80, the level required for significance at the 0.05 level. 

Table 21. Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Excessively Talkative-Not Excessively Talkative 
Data Germane to the Questionnaire Administered to the College Sub­
jects Viewing the Film "Bon Voyage'' 

Subjects 

tJ=l4 

Females 

N=lO 

To tel 
College 
Sumple 
N~32 

F ilrn 

"Bon Voyage" 

Sex 

f·1ale 

Excessively 
Talkotive 

Female f=l7, %=30.36 

'-2-2.so 
"Bon Voyage" t•iaJ.e f=ll, %=15.28 

Female f=25, %=34.72 

%_2-10. GO* 

f=22, %=17.19 

Female f=42, %=32.82 

/U--12. so: __ _ 
significant at the .05 level. 

Not Excessively 
Talkative 

f=l7, %=30.36 

f=ll, %=19.65 

f=25, ~S=34. 72 

f=ll, 'i~=l5.28 

f=42, ~;=32.02 

f=22' 7i=l 7.19 



VIII. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA nEALING 
WITH THE FEMALE AS A SEX SYMBOL DR 

NOT AS A SEX SYMBOL 

Null Hl£pothesis 
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There is no difference between males and females in Walt 
Disney screenplays and films in the frequency in which they are 
pictured as sex symbols. 

-----j------c-----A._CIJNTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA DEALING 

; -------i 
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WITH THE CONTENT ANALYSis------------'--­
DF SCREENPLAYS 

Analysis of Table 22: Sex Sl£mbol­
Not a Sex Symbol 

Table 22 data displays the frequency and percentage break-

downs and the calculated chi-square values for the sex symbol-

not a sex symbol data pertinent to the content analysis of all 

screenplays studied. 

"We Belong Together.'' The experimenter accounted the 

male characters as sex symbols two times or 11.76 per cent of 

the time. He noted that they were not a sex symbol one time or 

in 5.88 per cent of the cases. He ieported that the female 

characters in the script were sex symbols on eleven occasions 

or on 64.71 per cent of the occurrences, They were judged as not 

a sex symbol three times or on. 17.65 per cent of the time. As 

the 1,2 value was 1.42, which was smaller than 3.80, the value 

required for significance at the 0,05 level, the null hypothesis 

was accepted. 

"Poll1£anna." In this screenplay the researchist found no 

indication that the male characters were either sex symbols or. 
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not sex symbols. The female characters were not appraised as 

sex symbols but on four occasions, or 100 per cent of the time, 

they were pictured as·,not being a sex symbol. Thus the null 

hypothesis was rejected, This rejection was of a highly tenta-

tive nature as it was based upon a limited number of occurren-

cas. According to William Theimer, the researcher's statistics 

adviser, no test of signi-f-icance exists-t·o-t-e-st-a-ene-e-e-1-1-1'-x-e•~-~---

quency of this type. 

"The Newcomers." In this script, only one of the criterion 

categories was enumerated, The males were cited as not a sex 

symbol on one occasion or 100 per cent of the time. The null 

hypothesis, therefore, was rejected. This rejection was of a 

highly tentative nature as it was based upon a limited number of 

occurrences. According to William Theimer, the researcher 1 s-

statistics adviser, no test of significance exists to test a one 

cell frequency of this type. 

"Old Yeller.'' .On two occurrences the female characters 

were adjudged as not a sex symbol. This was 66.67 per cent of 

the episodes. In the same vein, the males were selected as not 

a sex symbol on one occasion or in 33.33 per cent of the cases. 

Neither sex was observed as a sex symbol in this script. The 

~ 2 value of 0,00 was not significant. The null hypothesis was 

accepted. 

"Bon Voyage." It was discovered that the male characters 

in this screenplay were sex symbols on eight occasions or in 

29.63 per cent of the cases. They were noted as not a sex 
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symbol one time or 3. 70 per cent of the time. At the same time, 

the female characters were ascertained to be sex·-symbols sixteen 

times or on 59.26 per cent of the occurrences, and as not e sex 

symbol two times or on 27.55 per cent of the occasions. The 

null hypothesis was accepted due to the fact that the X2 value 

of 0.00 was not significant at the 0.05 level. 

All screenplays. When the frequency counts of all the 

scripts were summed, it was found that the male characters were 

enumerated as a sex symbol ten times or in 19.23 per cent of the 

episodes. They were appraised as not a sex symbol four times or 

in 7.69 per cent of the cases. Female characters, it was ob-

served, were sex symbols twenty-seven times or on 51.92 per cent 

of the occasions. They were ascertained to be not a sex symbol 

in eleven instances or 21.15 per cent of the time. Since the 

~2 value I'Jf l. 01 was smaller than 3. BO, the value required for 

significance at the 0.05 level, the null hypothesis was accepted. 

0 
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Tabla 22. Frequency and Percent~ge Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Sex Symbol-Not a Sex Symbol Data Related to the 
Content Analysis of the. rive Screenplays 

Screenplay 

"We Belong Together" 

"The Newcomers" 

"Old Yeller" 

"Bon Voyage" 

All;Screenpleys 

Sex Sex Symbol 

Male f= 2, %=11.76 
Female f=ll, %=64.71 

';( 2=1.42 (¥) 

Male f= O, %= 0.00 
Female f= O, %= 0.00 

Male 
Female 

'X 2=D.OO (Y) 

Male f= 8, %=29.63 
Female f=l6, %=59.26 

/{2=0.00 (Y) 

Male f=lD, %=19.23 
Female f=27, %=51.92 
7( 2=1. Dl ( Y) 

Not a Sex Symbol 

f= 1, %= 5.88 
f= 3, %=17.65 

f= o, %= o.oo 
f 4,_%= 100 

f= 1, %= 100 
f= o, %= o.oo 

f= 1, %=33.33 
f= 2, %=66.67 

f== 1, %= 3.70 
f= 2, %= 7.41 

f= 4, %= 7.69 
f=ll, %=21.15 

*Chi-square significant at the 0,05 level. 

(Y) Yates correction for continuity applied, 

B. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA COLLECTED 
WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTERED 

TO THE ELEMENTARY SUBJECTS 
WHO VIE\~ED THE nJO FILMS 

Analysis of Table 23: Sex Symbol­
Not a Sex Symbol Data for All 
Films Shown 

Deta in Table 23 presents the frequency and percentage 

breakdowns and calculated~2 values of the sex symbol-not a sex 

symbol data collected with the questionnaire administered to the 

elementary subjects. 
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''Pollyanna'' as seen by elementary males, The male char­

acters were adjudged to be sax symbols by the male subjects tan 

times or 3.38 per cant of the time. They appraised the males as 

not sex symbols 138 times or on 46,62 per cent of the occasions. 

Femalecnaracrers-were~no-~ecl-iHCJ~8e-sB-X--S~-mhols~in~l_38 instances 

or in 46.62 per cant of the cases. They were determined to be 

not ~ sex symbol on ten occasions or 3,38 per cent of the time, 

As the~2 value of 219.04 was larger than 3,80, the value required 

for significance at the 0.05 level, the null hypothesis was 

rejected. 

''Pollyanna" as seen bv elementary females. For this film 

the female subjects decided that the male characters were sex 

symbols six instances, which was 2.54 per cant of the time. 

They assessed them as not a sex symbol 112 times or 47.46 par 

cent of the time. On the other hand they rated the females as 

sex symbols 112 times or 47.46 per cent of the time and not sex 

symbols six times or on 2.24 per cent of the occasions. The 1l2 

value of 191.16 was larger than 3.80, the value required for 

significance at the 0.05 level. The null hypothesis was rejected. 

''Pollyanna 11 as seen by all elementary subi~cts. On 

seventeen occasions the subjects accounted the males as sex 

symbols. This was 3.20 per cent of the instances. They found 

the mala characters as not a sex symbol on 249 occurrences or 
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46.81 per cent of the time. The females wore adjudged as sex 

symbols on 249 occasions or 46.81 per cent of the time, while 

they appraised them as not a sex symbol in seventeen episodes 

or 3.20 per cent of the time. Because the e>f-2 value of 404.32 

was larger than 3.80, the value required for significance at 

the 0.05. level, the null hypothesis was rejected. 
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''Bon Voyaoo'' as seen by elementary males. The subjects 

pointed to the male characters in this film as a sex symbol 

eight times or on 3.13 per cent of the cases recorded. They 

found them not a sex symbol 120 times or 46.88 per cent of the 

tir:1e. In addition, they accounted the fer:1ale characters as sex 

symbols on. 120 occurrences or 46.88 per cent of the time. They 

rated them as not a sex symbol on eight occasions or 3.13 par 

oj2 cent of the time. The null hypothesis was rejected since the /~ 

value 197.12 was larger than 3.80, the value required for sig-

nificance at the 0.05 level, 

nEon Vo.Y,9oo 11 as seen by elementarv females. It was 

reported by the female subjects that the male characters in 

HBon Voyage" \"ere sex symbols in seven episodes. This \~as 3.22 

par cent of the time. The males were cited as not a sex symbol 

on 107 occasions or 46.93 per cent of the tirne. On the other 

hand, the female characters were observed to be sex symbols 107 

times or 4G.79 per cent of the time, whereas they were adjudged 

as not a sex symbol in seven instances or 3.22 per cent of the 

time. The null hypothesis was rejected due to the fact that the 

oy._.2 valuo 175.56 \'las significant at the 0,05 level. 
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''Don Voyage'' 23 soon by ell subiocts, When the frequency 

counts of all the subjects were summed it was found that the 

male characters were judged as sex symbols in fifteen episodes 

or 3.10 per cent of the time, They were appraised as not a sex 

symbol 227 times; 46.90 per cent of the time. Female characters 

on the contrary were observed to be sex symbols on 227 times or 

be not a sex symbol on fifteen times or in 3.10 per cent of the 

instances. Tho null hypothesis was rejected because the~2 

value of 372.68 was larger than 3.80, the value required for 

significance at the 0,05 level. 

Both films as seen by elementary males. These subjects 

recorded eighteen instances in which the male characte~s were 

a sex symbol. This was 3.26 per cent of the-cases. They enumer-

ated 25G cases of the male as not a sex symbol. This was 46.74 

per cent of the instances. In contrast to this, the females 

were judged to be sex symbols on 46.74 per cent of the time. 

Not being a sex symbol was attributed to them on 258 occasions 

or 46,74 per cent of the time, As the ~2 of 419.16 was larger 

than 3.80, the value required for significance at the 0.05 

level, the null hypothesis was rejected. 

Both films as §Den by el~mentary female~. Female sub-

j8cts ascertained the male characters in the films to be sex 

symbols thirteen times or 2.80 per cent of the time, while they 

observed them as not a sex symbol 219 times or on 47.20 per 

cent of the occasions, Sox symbolism was noted in female 
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characters 219 times· or in 47.20 per cent of the episodes. 

In thirteen instances the females ~Jere seen as not a sex symbol. 

This amounted to 2.80 per cent of the cases. The<>£ value of 

366.56 surpsssed 3,80, the value required for significance at 

the 0,05 level. Thus, the null hypothesis was rejected. 

B6th films as seen by all elementary subjects. An ansly~ 

sis of dsta showed that the male characters were rsted as sex 

symbols thirty-two times or on 2.96 per cent of the occasions, 

Thoy were discounted as not a sex symbol in 476 episodes oi on 

47,05 per cent of the occasions. The data for females revealed 

that they were appraised as sex symbols 476 times or on 47.05 

·per cent of the occurrences. Females selected as not a sex 

symbol were found in thirty-two occasions. This was 2.96 per 

cent of the cases. Since the 7-2 value of 722.16 wss larger 

than 3,80, the level required for significance at the 0,05 level, 

the null hypothesis was rejected, 
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Table 23. Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns dnd the Chi-square 
Values for tho Sex Symbol-Not a Sex Symbol Data Germane to the 
Questionnaire Administered to the Elementary Subjects Viewing the 
Films ''Pollyanna'' and ''Bon Voyage'' 

Subjac:ts Film Sax Sex Syn1bol Not a Sex Symbol 

1'1alas "Pollyanna" Male f= 10, %= 3,38 f=l38, %=46,62 

N=74 Female f=l38, %=46. 62 f= 10, %= 3.38 
2 =219 0 04 ~c 

Females "~Porlyanna ''-HEr:te~-f~lii-,--4o=-2-.-5· t'=ll2_, %-47.46 

N=59 Female f=ll2, ~'~=4 7. 4 6 f= 6, %= 2. 54 

%.2=191.16* 

All "Pollyanna" r'·iale f= 17, ~S= 3.20 f=249, %=46.81 
Subjects Female f=249, %=46.81 f= 17, %= 3.20 N=l33 

% 2=404. 32* 

r.lales 11 Bon Voyage" r~ale f= 8 ' %= 3.13 f=l20, ;:=46. B8 

N=64 Female f=l20, )b=46.88 f= 8, .~'a= 3.13 

1_2-197 .12* 
..... ---., --remCJ.Lt:::o 11 Eon Voyage" Mala f= 7, %== 3.22 f=l07, %=46:93 

N=57 Fama1a f=l07, %=46. 93 f= 7 ,~ %= 3.22 

1 2=175. 56* 

All "Bon Voyage" r111ale f= 15, %~ 3,10 f=227, %=46.90 
Subjeccts Female f=2rr, ~~=4 6. 90 f= 15, 5~= 3.10 Nal21 

%2=372. 68* 

Hales Both films i'iala f= 18, c:.1_ 
j'J- 3.26 f=258, %=46. 74 

Nal38 F er;1ale f=25Bt )~=46. 74 f= 18, tJ />J= 3.26 
'JL Z=o419, 52 Y.· 

Females Both fillilS 1•1ala f= 13, %= 2.80 f=219, ~~=4 7. 20 

i'J=l16 Female f=219, \S=4 7. 20 f= 13, 7'~::::: 2.80 

·x:..Z-366. s6·X· 

Fill Both films i'lale f= 32, ;b= 2.96 f=476, 7~=4 7. 05 
Subjects 

Female f=476, %=47.05 f= 32, ~:&= 2.96 N=254 
% 2= 722 .16* 

*Chi-square significant at the 0,05 level. 
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TO THE COLLEGE SUBJECTS WHO 
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Analysis of Tabla 24: Sex Symbol­
Not Sex Symbo~ Data for 
11 Bon Vovage 11 
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Table 24 displays the frequency and percentage breakdowns 
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data collected with the questionnaire administered to the col-

lege students. 

11 Bon Vovaae'' as seen by college males-. ·on.one occurrence 

these subjects noted the males in ''Bon Voyage'' as sex symbols. 

This was 1.79 per cent of the episodes. They thought that the. 

males in the film were not sex symbols in twenty-seven instances 

or on 48.22 par cent of the occasions. In addition, the sub-

jects reported the female characters as sex symbols twenty-seven 

times or 48.22 per cent of the time. The female characters 

\.•Jere viBided as not a sex symbol one tir:1e or 1.79 per cent of 

the instances. The null hypoth8sis I!JaS rejected as the'X- 2 value 

exceeded 3.80, the level required for significance at the 0.05 

laval. 

11 Bon Voyaonf' us seen by_collegc femalos. The male charac-

tars wera selected as sex symbols by the subjects on seven occn-

sions or in 9.72 per cent of the cases. At the same time they 

assGsscd the male charnctors as not a sex symbol twenty-nine 

times or 40.28 per cent of the time. Twenty-nine times the 

female characters were adjudged as sex symbols. This was 40.28 
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per cent of the instances. They were rated as not a sex symbol 

on seven occasions or in 9. 72 per cent of the cases. The 'Yl-. 
value of 26.64 surpassed 3.80, the value required for signifi-

cance at the 0,05 level. The null hypothesis was rejected. 

"Bon Voyage'' as seen by all college subjects. Thirty-

----f----~o&wtJ-GtJJ.-Jcsgg-s-twderds_sacv_the_lilal_e characters as sex symbols in· 

1 
____ j 

I 

eleven instances or 8.60 per cent of the time. The characters 

were cited as not a sex symbol fifty-three times or on 41.41 

per cent of the time. In comparison to this, females were found 

to be sex symbols on fifty-three occasions or 41,41 per cent of 

the time, They were not sex symbols eleven times or in 8.60 

per cent of the cases. The '1.2 value of 56.32 exceeded 3. 80, 

the level required for significance at the 0,05 level. The 

null hypothesis was rejected. 

Table 24. Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Sex Symbol-Not a Sex Symbol Data Pertinent to the 
Questionnaire Administered to the College S8bjects Viewing the 
film 11 Bon Voyage 11 

Subjocts Film Sex Sex Symbol Not a Sex Symbol 

nales 

fJ=l4 

"Bon Voyage• ro1ale f= 1, %= l. 79 

Female f=27, %=48.22 

f=27, %=48.22 

f= 1, ~;= l. 79 

---------------------~~2-=_4 __ 4~6_4_*_-~(_Y_) ______________________ _ 

Femules 

N=lB 

Totol 
College 
SEmple 
N-32 

"Bon Voyoge" 

"Bon Voyage" 

f= 7, tJl_ ,,_ 9.72 

Femalo f=29, %=40.28 

1-2=2 6, 64 ·K 

Halo 

Female f=53, %=41.41 

'X. 2=56. 32·:<· 

f=29, ~-;=40.28 

f= 7, ~;= 9.72 

f=53, )/,=41.41 

f=ll, ;;;= 8.60 

*Chi-squore significont at tho .05 level. 

(Y) Yates correction for continuity applied, 
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IX. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA DEALING 
WITH THE FEMALE AS SUBORDINAT~ 

DR SU?EfWISOp. 

Null Hypothesis 

.338 

There is no difference between males and females in Walt 
Disney screenplays and films in the frequency in which they are 
depicted in business and the professions in supervisory and sub­
ordinate roles. 

A. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA DEALING 
WITH THE CONTENT ANALYSIS 

OF SCREENPLAYS 

Analy~is of Table 25: Subordinate­
Supervisor All Screanolovs 

Data compiled in Table 25 shows· the frequenc_y and percen-

tage breakdowns and the calculated chi-square values for the 

----- -·~ subordinate-supervisor data germane to the content analysis of 

all screenplays studied. 
J 

[ ''We Belong Toyether.'' The male characters were accounted 

I as supervisors twice or 11.76 per cent of the time in this script. 

l The investigator judged them as subordinate on six otcasions or 

l j on 35.29 per cent of the occurrences. The female characters, in 
----4 

j a quite similar fashion, were observed to be supervisors twice 
i 

or 11.75 per cent of the instances and subordinates seven times 

or in 41.18 per cent of the episodes. r\s the 'J.-2 
value of 0.19 

was smaller than 3,80, the value required for significance at 

the 0,05 level, the null hypothesis was accepted. 
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"Pollyanna," In this screenplay, the experimenter selec­

ted the male characters as supervisors nine times or 50,00 per 

cent of the time. He tallied them as subordinates four times or 

in 22.22 per cent of the cases. In contrast, he found the fe-

males as supervisors two times or in 11.11 per cent of the 

instances, and subordinate in three episodes or 16.67 per cent 

of the time. The ~2 value of 0,52 was not signrf~cant at th~,----------

0,05 level. The null hypothesis was accepted, 

"The Newcomers." On four occasions in »Jhe Newcomers" 

the investigator determined the males as supervisors. This was 

33.33 per cent of the cases. He rated the male characters as 

subordinate on eight occurrences or 66.67 per cent of the time. 

He did not find the female characters as either supervisors or 

subordinates in business and th~ professions. Hence, the null 

hypothesis was rejected. This rejection was of a highly tenta­

tive nature as it was based upon the observation of a limited 

number of occurrences •. According to William Theimer, the re­

searcher's statistics adviser, no test of significance exists 

for a one:cell frequency of this type. 

"Pld Yeller." In the script, "Old Yeller," neither the 

males nor the females were discovered as either supervisors or 

subordinates. ·The null hypothesis, therefore, was accepted. 

"Bon Voyage.'' The researcher adjudged that the male char­

acters in this screenplay were supervisors in seven instances, 

which was 24~14 per cent of the time. They ware accounted as 

subordinates on twanty~two occasions or 75.86 per cant of the 
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time. The female characters were not observed to be either 

supervisors or subordinates in the script. The null hypothesis 

was rejected. This rejection was of a highly tentative nature 

as it was based upon the observation of a limited number of 

occurrences. According to William Theimer, the researcher's 

statistics adviser, no test of significance exists for a one 

----1------,ce~-l-~re~quBncy-of-t~h~±s-nature,~.c-----------------------

-- ~~ 

All screenplays. When the data for all screenplays were 

summarized, it was noted that the male characters were super­

visors in business and the professions on twenty-two occasions 

or in 29.73 per cent of the cases. They were rated as subordi~ 

nate thirty-eight times or on 51.35 per cent of the occasions. 

Female characters, ori the other hand, were found to be super-

visors on four occurrences or on 5.41 per cent of the time. 

They were assessed as subordinate ten times or 13.51 per cent 

of the time. Since the X2 value 0.067 was smaller than 3.80, 

the value required for significance at the 0.05 level, the null 

hypothesis was accepted. 
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Table 25, Frequency and Percentage Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Supervisor-Subordinate Data Related to the Content 
Analysis of the Five Screenplays 

Screenplay Sex Supervisor Subordinate 

"We Belong Together" Male f= 2, %=ll. 76 f= 6, 

Female· f= 2, %=11. 76 f= 7, 

X2=o.l9 ( y) 

·11 Poll);'anna 11 Male f= 9 ·-~=50,00 f= 4, 

Female f= 2' %=ll.ll f= 3 .. 
x 2=o. sz ( y) 

"The Newcomers" Male f= 4, %=33.33 f= B, 

"Old Yeller" Male f= o, %= o.oo f= o, 

Female f= o, %= o.oo f= o, 

"Bon Voyage" Male f=22, %=29; 73 f=38, 

Female f= 4' %= 5.41 f=lO, 
·::e=. 067 ( y) 

*Chi-square significant at 0,05 level. 

(Y) Yates correction for continuity applied. 

B. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA COLLECTED 
WITH THE QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTERED 

TO THE ELEMENTARY SUBJECTS 
WHO VIEWED THE TWO FILMS 

Analysis of Table 26: Supervisor­
Subordinate Data for All 
Films Shown 

%=35.29 

%=41.18 

~-22.22 

%=16.67 

%=66.67 

%= o.oo 

%= o.oo 

%=51.35 

%=13.51 

Data in Table 26 presents the frequency and percentage 

breakdowns and calculated 2 values of the supervisor-subordinate 

data collected with the questionnaire administered to the elemen-

tary subjects. 
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"Pollyanna'' as seen by elementary males. The male charac-

tors ware assessed as supervisors eighty-four times or 28,38 per 

cent of the time, They ware appraised as subordinate on sixty­

four occasions or 21.62 per cent of the time. Female characters 

wore not seen as supervisors sixty-four times or nn 21.62 per 

cent of the occasions. They were determined to be subordinate 

__________ too_e_i~_b±~-f_our occ11rrences or 28,38 gar cent of the time, As 

the "/--
2 

value of 5.92 \,Jas larger than 3,80, the value required 

for significance at the 0.05 level, the null hypothesis was 

' _, 

rejected, 

"Poll van no 11 as __ seen bv elementa"v females, The female 

subjects rated the male character$ in this film as supervisors 

in seventy-nina instances, which was 33.48 per cent of the 

cases~ They 8SSessed them as subordinate thirty-nine times or 

on 16, 53 par cent of the occurrences, Focusing on the female 

character, they rated them as supervisors thirty-nine t~mes or 

16.53 per cent of the time and as subordinates in seventy-nine 

episodes or in 33.48 per cent of the cases. The~ value of 

28.32 exceeded 3,80, the value required for significance at the 

0.05 level. The null hypothesis was rejected. 

"Pollvanna" as seen by all elementary subjects. On 161 

occasions the subjects cited the males as supervisors. This 

was 30.27 per cent of the instances, They reported the male 

characters as subordinates 105 times or 19.74 per cent of the 

time, The females were adjudged as supervisors on 1Q5 occurrences 
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or 19.74 per cent of the time, while they were appraised as 

subordinates in 161 episodes or 30.27 per cent of the time. 

Because the1-2 value 21.28 surpassed 3.80, the value required 

for significance at the 0.05 level, the null hypothesis was 

rejected. 

''Eon Vovage 11 as seen by elementar't males-. The subjects 

found the male characters in this film as supervisors in busi-

ness and the professions ninety-one times or in 35,55 per cent 

of the cases recorded, They tallied them as subordinate thirty-

seven times or 14.46 per cent of the time. In addition, they 

accounted the female characters as supervisors on thirty-seven 

occurrences or 14.46 per cent of the time. They rated them as 

subordinates ninety-one times or 35,55 per cent of the time. 

Since the~2 value 46.08 was larger than 3,80, the value required 

for significance at the 0.05 level, the null hypothesis was 

rejected. 

11 Eon Vovage 1
' ~s seen by elementary females. It was 

reported by the female subjects that the males in "Bon Voyage" 

were supervisors in ninety-three episodes. This was 40.79 per 

cent of tho cases. The m~les were cited as subordinate on 

twenty-one occasions or 9.21 per cent of the time. In compari-

son, the female cha~acters were observed to be supervisors 

twenty-one times or 9.21 per cent of the time, whereas they 

were adjudged as subordinate in ninety-three instances or on 

40.79 per cent of the occurrences. The null hypothesis was 
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rejected duo to the f2ct that tho cj!: vclue 91.20 VJas significant 

at the 0.05 lovel. 

"Bon Voyage'' as seen by all subjects. When the frequency 

counts of all tho subjects were summed it was found that the 

male characters were judged as supervisors 181 times or 37.40 

per cent of the time. They were appraised as subordinates 

sixty-one times or in 12.61 per cent of the cases. Female 

characters, on the contrary, were observed to be supervisors 

in business and in the professions sixty-one times or on 12.61 

per cent of tho occasions. They were ascertained to be sub-

ordinate on 181 instances or 37.40 per cent of the time, The 

null hypothesis was rejected because the12 value of 121.00 was 

larger than 3.80, the value required for significance at the 

0,05 level. 

Both films as se~n by elementary males, These subjects 

recorded 175 instances in which the male characters were the 

supervisors in business and the professions. This amounted to 

31.71 per cent of the cases. They enumerat~d 101 cases in which 

the males were the subordinates, This was 18,30 per.cent of 

tho tiine. In contrast to this, the females were judged to be 

the supervisors on 101 occurrences or 18.30 per cent of the 

time. Being subordinate was attributed to them on 175 occasions 

or 31.71 per cent of the c • 
"L .. J..fi18. As the 1-2 value of 38.64 VJas 

l2rgor than 3,80, the value required for significance at the 

0,05 level, the null hypothesis was rejected, 
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Both filQs as seen bv el·c~onta~v females. Female sub-

jects found the male characters in both films as supervisors 

172 times or 37.07 per cent of the time, while they observed 

them as subordinate sixty times or on 12 .• 93 per cent of the occa-

sions. Female characters were noted as supervisors sixty times 

or in 12.93 per cent of the episodes. In 172 instances the 

___ _; _____ _,l:rrrra-l--e---wu-s-s-Bl:rn-rrs----a-sob-ord·inat·e-.--1-h·i-s-amo·unte·d--to-3-7--.8.:r-per 

\ . 

j 
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cent of the cases. The12 value of 134,56 sur~assec 3.80, the 

value required for significance ai the 0,05 level. Thus, the 

null hypothesis was rejected. 

Both films as seen by all elementary subiects. An analy-

sis of this data showed that the male characters were rated as 

supervisors 342 times or on 33.66 per cent of the L" 
~..J.me .. They 

were accounted as subordinates in 166 episodes or on 16.34 per 

cent of the occurrences, The data for females revealed that 

they were appraised as supervisors 166 times cr on 16.34 per 

cent of the L" 
~..J.rne. Subordinate females were found on 342 occa-

sions or in 33.66 per cent of the cases. Since the 'j.2 value of 

182,88 was larger than 3.80, the level required for significance 

at the 0,05 level, the null hypothesis was rejected. 
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Table 26. Frequency and Percent~~b Breakdowns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Suoervisor-Subordinate Data Related to the Ques­
tionnaire Admin~s~ered to the Elementary Subjects Viewing the 
Films ''Pollyanna'' and ''Bon Voyage'' · 

Subjects 

r~ales 

N=74 

Film Sex 

''Pollyannan Male f= 

Female f= 

~ 2=5. -2~· 

Supervisor 

84, 

64, 

%=20.38 

%=21. 62 

Subordinate 

f= 64' %=21. 62 

f= 84, %=28.38 

Females "Pollyanna u-rla.Le f= 79-,-%=33-;-4-B---f-= 3:J-,-%=H-.5-3·---­

Nc59 Female f= 39, %=16.53 

'f- 2=28. 32·X· 

Total 
Sample 

''Pollyanna'' Male f=l61, )b=30.27 

P'!ales 

ro=64 

Femules 

rJ=57 

"Bon Voyage" 

"Bon Voydge'' 

Female f=l05, %=19.74 

"X.- 2=21.28'* 

Hale f= 91, %=35.55 

Female f= 

1- ::_7 46. os«· 
37, %=14,46 

Hale f= 9 3' ~b=40. 79 

Fsmale f= 21, ~b= 9.21 

/l.2-91. 20" 

Total 
Sm1ple 
N~l2l 

"Bon Voyage" f·lale f=l81, )b=37.40 

Both films 

rJ=l3B 

Fe~alos Both filn1s 

N=ll6 

Total Both films 
Sarilple 

Female f= 61, %=12.61 
2=121. 00'/.· 

f=l75, 7~=31. n 
Female f=lOl, %=18.30 

'it2 -3B. 64 * 
f·ialo f=l72, %=37.07 

Female f= 60, '/;=12.93 

"X--2 =134. 5G«· 

Hale f=342, %=33.GG 

Fsmnle f=l66, ;;;=16.34 

f= 79' 76=33.48 

f=l05, %=19.74 

f=l6l, %=30.27 

f= 37, %=14.46 

f= 91, %=35.33 

f= 21, %= 9.21 

f= 93, %= 40.79 

. f= 61, %=12. 61 

f=lBl, ~b=37 .40 

f=lDl, %=18.30 

f=l75, %=31.71 

f= 60, 1:=12.93 

f=l72, );=37.07 

f=l66, %=16.34 

f=342, );=33.66 
r~=254 

-----''12 =1-~2. 88·*--------------
*Chi-square significant at the ,05 level. 

====================== 



C. CONTINGENCY TABLES OF DATA COLLECTED 
vJITH THE. QUESTIONNAIRE ADHINISTERED 

TO THE COLLEGE SUBJECTS UHO 
VIEI-JED "BON VOYAGE" 

Analysis of Table 27: Suoervisor~ 
Subordinate Data for 
"Bon Voysge 11 .. 
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Toble 27 presents the frequency and percentage breakdowns 

___ T _____ a_n_d-;--;t-;h_e_c_a~l_c_u-cl;--o~t-e-d'"J:.2 values f~h~upBrv±s-s~-·SbJ9tn;·dino.:t.e~d~a~t~a.,._ __ _ 

i 
. ~ 

collected with the questionnaire administered to the college 

subjects, 

"]?on Vovage" os seen by college m01les, The male charac-

tars were selected ~s supervisors by the subjects on twenty 

occasions or in 35.72 per cent of the cases, At the same time 

they rated the male characters as subordinate eight times or 

14.29 per cent of the time. Eight times the female characters 

were found to be supervisors. This was in 14.29 per cent of 

the cases. They were noted to be subordinates on twenty occa­

sions or in 35,72 ror cent of the cases. The 'J.-2 value of 11.20 

was largor than 3,80, the value required for significance at the 

0,05 level, The null hypothesis was rejected. 

"E.£I1..J!.g_y.c:qe" a§ seen by collsqe for;wles. ·On thirty occur-

rencos these subjects rated the male characters in ''Bon Voyage" 

as supervisors in business and the prof8ssions. This was 41.61 

por cent. of the episodes. They thought that the malos in the 

film W8re subordinate six times or on 0,34 per cent of the occa-

sions. In addition, tho subjects reported the female characters 
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os supervisors six times or 8.34 per cant of tho time. The 

female characters were seen as subordinate thirty times in the 

film or 41.67 per cent of the time. The null hypothesis was 

rej acted as the Pj...Z value of 32.40 exceeded 3. 80, the level 

required for significance at the 0.05 level. 

"fu:ill. Voyage" os seen bv all college subjects. The sub-

jects saw the male characters as s~pervisors in fifty instances 

or 39.07 per cent of the time. The male chorecters were adjudged 

as su~ordinate fourteen tin1es or on 10.94 per cent of the ceca-

sions. In comparison to this, females were found to be super-

visors on fourteen occurrences or 10.94 per cent of the time. 

They were subordinate fifty times or in 39.07 per cent of the 

cases. The /l2 value of 39.68 surpassed 3.80, the level required 

for significance at the 0.05 level.·· The null hypothesis was 

rejected. 

Table 27. Frequency and Percer>tage. Breakdmvns and the Chi-square 
Values for the Supervisor-Subordinate Data Pertinent to the Ques­
tionnaire Administered to the College Subjects Viewing the film 
ttBon Voyoge 11 

Subjects 

Fcm8les 

rJ=lO 

TotCJl 
Colleae 
Sar:1pl o 
r~J==R.-.... 

Film 

11 Ilon Voyago 11 

"Don Voy1..1 ge 11 

"Don Voyar;.c 11 

Sex Supervisors Subordinates 
------------------

.tiale f=20, %"'35.72 

Female f= 8, %=14.29 

% 2-l) • 20"" 

f'.-]ulo f=30, jl,=4l. 67 

Female f= 6, r:1 
jJ'=- 8.34 

'Y.2-32. 40"" 

r!alc f::::50~ ~~::::39.07 

Fcrnole f=l4, 5;=lll. 94 

f= B, %=14.29 

f=20, 'i£=35.72 

f= 6, c-'_ ,,_ 8.34 

f=30, %=41. 67 

f=l4, iG=lO. 94 

f=50, ~~=39.07 
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This chspte~ p~esented and analyzed contingency·tables 

dealing with the following data: (1) contingency tables of 

data ~elated to the screenplay content analysis, (2) contingency 

tables concerned with the questionnaire administered to the 

----;-____ __je'"· ,hlJ>;e']]n·lJ',eunl:tJ;,ai'\E~Y sub j acts VJho viewed "Pollyanna 11 and "Bon Voyage 11 and 

(3) contingency tables of data pertinent to the questionnaire 

administe~ed to the college subjects who viewed ''Bon Voyage.'' 

One additional chapte~, Chapter ~: Summary of the Investigation 

and Recom~endations fo~ Furthe~ Study, completes the ~emainde~ 

of the study. 



CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS BASED UPON THE INVESTIGATION AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The current descriptive study examined five Walt Disney 

screenplays and two Walt Disney films in ordet to gather data 

on the stereotyping of the role of the female. This investi-

gation was organized and conducted by using the design and pro­

cedures outlined in Chapter III. The findings reported were 

based upon the data collected from applying the instruments 

designed for this study (§ee Appendices D and F) to the Walt 

Disney Productions screenplays and films. The statistical 
. ' 

evidence from the treated data was reported in the previous 

chapte~ of the study. Various conclusions and recommendations 

were drawn from this study in terms relative to the hypotheses 

stated in Chapter I of this report. These are discussed and 

outlined in the two divisions which follow. 

II. CONCLUSIONS DRAWN FROM THE INVESTIGATION 

The following conclusions were drawn as a result of this 

study. They are presented under nine sub-headings: (1) Con-

elusions Relative to the Hypothesis Dealing with the Female as 

a Disciplinarian, (2) Conclusions Pertinent to the Hypothesis 

Dealing with the Female as Passive or Aggressive, (3) Conclu-

sions Germane to the Hypothesis Dealing with the Female as 



.Film Cross-Validation 

1. That the female characters in the film 
"Pollyanna" were pictured as the disci­
plinarians of the children. 

2. That the female characters in the film "Bon 
Voyage" were not depicted as the discipli­
narians of the children. 
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3. That the female characters were portrayed 
---~----~-----~----;o;ac;s;-c'tne a-isciprinarians OT-t~hrlcd-re·n------------

-----J 

when the frequency counts of both films 
were combined. 

Discussion n · 

In the first place, it can be noted that the cross­

validation study using films verified the findings of the 

content analysis. In other words, in relation to·.discipline, 

the elementary and college subjects saw the females in "Polly-

anna" and ·"Bon Voyage" exactly as the-investigator did in his 

content analysis of these film's screenplays. This means that 

the content analysis in this case reflects what the subjects 

saw in the films produced from the screenplays. 

Next, the investigator turned to the question of why the 

female was viewed as a disciplinarian in some screenplays and 

not in others. 

One may ask why these different findings occurred in 

the scripts of Walt Disney Productions. The researcher believed 

that there are some similarities and differences between these 

scripts that lead to a logical explanation. 
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In the first place, "Old Yeller" and "The Newcomers" 

both have rural, historical settings, The rural background does 

not lead to females acting as disciplinarians. This view is 

426 
supported by Hodges, He holds that families with a rural 

heritage usually subscribe to the patriarchal value of husband-

father dominance and wife-child subservience. 

------,---------ln_a_like___manner, "We Belong Together" and "Pollyanna" 

have a pronounced similarity. The stories take place in situ-

ations in which the children are entrusted to·the care of 

females. Pollyanna is the niece of Aunt Polly and the twins 

in "We Belong Together" are in a girls' summer camp in which 

Miss Inch is in charge, Significant males do not appear in 

either setting. Spiegel aptly describes what occurs when he 

says, "middle-class children are observed and analyzed by their 

mothers (in this case mother-substitutes) as though they were 

hothouse plants.n427 

The sex role of the female as disciplinarian as it is 

stereotyped by these two scripts is and has been a role which 

was popularized in our culture, In her classic work, Komarovsky 

presented a corroborative opinion: '' · " ' ,, 

Such data as we have do not uphold the idea that 
the mother is generally the indulgent and suppor­
tive parent and the father the disciplinarian, 
For one thing, the noninvolvement 4~~ some fathers 
forces both roles upon the mother. 

426 Ibid,, p. 13, 

427 John Spiegel, "New Perspectives in the Study of the 
Family," Marriage and Family Living, XVI (February, 1954) p. 12. 

428 Mirra Komarovsky, Blue-Collar Marriage, New York: 
Random House, 1964, p. 73. 
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It is the researcher's belief that the significant 

females in "Pollyanna" and "We Belong Together" are examples 

of women fulfilling the traditional woman's sex role. On the 

other hand, the film "Bon Voyage" pictured both father and 

mother figures in an intact family. It is the investigator's 

opinion that this film mirrors the change in American society 

away from the female as trrn-s-o-Joe-cl~ss-:kpJ.-inarian_af the children. 

The new directions were the focus of a statement by Rossi: 

Child socialization is increasingly a shared 
enterprise between the parent and teacher, 
doctors, nurses, club leaders and instructors 
in an assortment of special skills~29 

This view certainly described the shipboard scenes of 

"Bon Voyage" where the children not only interacted with the 

parents but with a myriad of specialists and peers. The inde-

pendence of the children in this screenplay appears to be the 

result of these ''new directions." The work of Von Maring sub~ 

stantiates this point: 

The mother's role has changed in the direction 
of more rationality, greater stress of indepen­
dence and autonomy in the children.430 

Thus, the investigator concluded thdt the five screen-

plays analyzed merely reflected the stereotyped sex role 

expectations for females in our culture: (1) "Old Yeller" and 

''The Newcomers'' the pattern of discipline in historical rural 

America, (2) ''Pollyanna'' and "We Belong Together," in a female 

dominated home, and (3) "Bon Voyage" in the emerging era of 

shared responsibility for child rearing. 

429Alice s. Rossi, "Equality Between the Sexes: An 
Immodest Proposal," Daedalus, IXC (Spring, 1964), p. 608. 

430faye Von Maring, "Professional and NonProfessional 
Women as Mothers,'' Journal of Social Psychology, XLII (August, 
1955), p. 21. 
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B. CONCLUSIONS RELATIVE TO THE HYPOTHESIS 
DEALING WITH THE FEMALE AS PASSIVE 

OR AGGRESSIVE 

Conclusions Based Upon the Screenplay 
and Film Studies 

355 

In relation to his investigation of the hypothesis that 

Walt Disney films and screenplays picture the females as passive 

the researcher found: 

Scree.nplay .. Content Analysis 

1. That in the five screenplays analyzed the females 
were not pictured as passive. 

2. That the female characters were not shown as 
passive when the frequency counts of all the 
screenplays were combined. 

Film Cross-Validation 

1. That the females were not depicted as passive in 
''Pollyanna'' or "Bon Voyage." 

2. That the female characters were not portrayed as 
passive when the frequency counts of both films 
were combined. 

Discussion 

Once again it may be stated with confidence that the 

cross-validation study confirmed the findings of the content 

analysis. Subjects evaluated the passive-aggressive posture 

of the female in the films "Pollyanna,'' and "Bon Voyage" exactly 

as the investigator judged the female characters in the scripts. 

In neither case did the females prove to be passive. 

It appears to be a unique finding that the females in 

the screenplays investigated were not adjudged more passive 

than the males. Bardwick has stated that "Psychoanalysis sees 
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normal female sexuality as basedupon passivity. 11431 She goes 

on to qualify this, however: "Girls and women are 

in that they are less motorically active than boys 

more passive 

432 
and men." 

Considering the contents of "Old Yeller" and "The New-

comers" it is clear to the investigator why the females in 

these scripts did not appear passive in relation to the males. 

These females rode horses, shot guns andarmre-wagons-.--"I"Re-y------

could definitely be described as motorically active. By corn-

parison, the females in "Pollyanna," "We Belong Together," and 

"Bon Voyage'' were aggressive in a different sense. This type 

of aggression has been d~scribed by Rossi as ''constructive 

aggression."4 33 She feels that constructive aggression should 

be cultivated in girls and approved in women so that a female 

of any age would be similarly free to express these qualities 

in her social relationships. 

This "constructive aggression" was discussed by Feshback: 

Girls are not likely to hit, kick, bite and wrestle, 
which are typical forms of aggression. But girls 
are likely to get a powerful adult to intervene for 
them, employ verbal slings and a~rows and mark ag­
gression as solicitous caring.43 

This was the form of aggression practiced by Pollyanna in her 

transformation of the lives of some of: the·: to~mspeople. 

431Judith M. Bardwick, Psychology of Women, New York: 
Harper and Row, Publishers, 1971, p. 7. 

4320 "t p. c~ ., 

433Ib"d 
~ ~ ' p. 

p. 13. 

608. 

434 Norma Feshback, "Little Girls are not as Nice as Boys," 
free Press, I (March 3, 1966), p. 39. 
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"Constructive aggression" is an apt term to describ~ the ploy 

of the twins in "We Belong Together" as they change roles and 

reunite their divorced parents, 

This is the form of aggression that Katie used in "Bon 

Voyage" to rekindle her spouse's dying affections through 

arousing his jealousy of Rudolph, the "lady killer." 

---~---------Hence-the_in_\Le_s_t_i_gator concluded that females were not 

portrayed as passive in the screenplays investigated. This is 

a finding of signal importance, As Rossi would have it, millions 

of females in their formative years are being exposed to female 

characters in Disney productions who are modeling "constructive 

aggression,'' This may help to encourage these female viewers 

to feel free to express this quality in their social relation-

ships. 

C. CONCLUSIONS RELATIVE TO THE HYPOTHESIS 
DEALING WITH THE FE~1ALE AS DEPENDENT 

OR INDEPENDENT 

Conclusions Based Upon the Screenplay 
and Film Studies · 

In relation to his investigation of the hypothesis that 

Walt Disney screenplays and films show the females as dependent 

upon others for support, care, help, or direction, the researcher 

found: 

Screenplay ConteAt Analysis 

1. That none of the five screenplays analyzed 
£hawed the female characters as dependent. 
upon others for support, care, help, or 
direction. 
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2. That the female characters were not pictured 
as. dependent upon others for support, care, 
help, or direction when the frequency counts 
of all the screenplays ware combined, 

Film Cross-Validation 

1. That the female characters were shown as 
dependent upon others for support, care, help, 
or direction in both "Pollyanna" and "Bon 
Voyage." 
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2-.--"f-hact-thB---f'ema..le-cba.rac-terE-"Lere_s_b_o_wn:_as_ds_p_eD ... -._~----­
dent upon others for support, care, help, or 
direction when the frequency counts of both 
films were combined. 

Discussioo. 

The film cross-validation did not substantiate the find-

ings of the content analysis of the screenplays, Film viewing 

subjects judged the female characters in the films "Pollyanna" 

and ''Bon Voyage• to be dependent upon the males, In contrast 

to this, the investigator did not find the female characters 

in tha screenplays for the two films mentioned above to' be 

dependent. When the leading female characters of "Pollyanna" 

are considered, one encounters anything but dependent females, 

Aunt Polly is the wealthiest woman in town. She owns the 

factory upon which most of the townspeople depend. She not only 

controls the economic destiny of the town, she dominates the 

political lif8--tha mayor is only a figurehead--people look to 

her for civic decisions. Furthermore, she holds sway over the 

religious experience of the townspeople, for~the minister takes 

her suggestions. Her niece, Pollyanna, is so autonomous that 

she overturns her aunt's control of the town, 
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The females in "Bon Voyage," Katherine the mother, and 

Amy the adolescent daughter, are nearly as independent. If 

anyone in the two films would be judged as dependant, it would 

be the father in "Bon Voyage." He is the typical absent-minded 

professor. His escapades include getting lost in the sewers of 

Paris, and forgetting the boat tickets, These are but a few 

of the reasons that the females were not rated as deQendent in 

the content analysis of the scripts for these:films. This 

leads the researcher to seek an explanation for the subjects' 

rating of the female characters from these films as dependent, 

One explanation is that the subjects had a particular 

set attitude for the sax role of the females before they saw 

the film, and even though what they viewed did not match this 

expectation 7 they responded to the questionnaire on the basis 

of this set attitude, This expectation that the female would 

be dependant in her social relationships- developed from child-

hood. For instance, Horner contended that females are socia~ 

435 lizsd for dependency, Hardwick corroborated this stand: 

"Unlike males, females tend to continua in the dependent rela­

tionships that are characteristic of all young children.•• 436 

Finally, Kagan •oo, insisted that females are patterned 

for dependency, ''Studies show girls to be more dependent then 

boys and this difference persists as the children grow oldar," 437 

435 Matina Horner, "Fail: Bright Women," Psychology Today, 
III (November, 1969), p. 36. 

436 Ib'd 4 l.. • , p. . 

437J. Kagan and H. A. Moss, pirth to Maturity, New York: 
Wiley, 1962, p.ll7, 
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Apparently, there is reason to believe that the subjects 

expected to see dependent females and independent males. When 

they did not, why did they respond as if they did? This 

researcher concludes that the subjects ~ad a particular set 

which caused them to judge_the females as dependent. The atti-
438 ; - . 

tude change research of Sebald seems to support this theory. 

----+~----He-c·ontend-ed-t-ha-t-a-n-ind±v-idual-pe-ree±ve-s-a-Acl-ree-a.l-1-s-.in-1'-e1:-ma-----

---l 

tion only if it~reinforces his prior images, and he distorts 

statements to eliminate dissonant material • 
. 

Therefore, in light of the above discussion, no conclu-

sian concerning the stereotyping of the females as dependent­

independent in the Walt Disney screenplays reviewed in the ' 

content analysis may be drawn. 

D. CONCLUSIONS RELATIVE TO THE HYPOTHESIS 
WITH THE FEMALE AS ARTISTIC 

OR NOT ARTISTIC 

Conclusions Based Upon the Screenplay 
and Film Studies 

• 

DEALING 

In relation to his investigation of the hypothesis that 

Walt Disney screenplays and films depict the females as artistic 

the researcher found: 

Screenplay C6ntent Analysis 

1. The female characters were not pictured as 
artistic i': any of the five screenplays studi.ed. 

438 Hans Sebald, ''Limitations of Cbmmunication: Mechan­
isms of Image Maintenance in Form of Selective Perception, 
Selective Memory and Selective Distortion,'' Journal of Social 
Psychology, LIV (february, 1961), p. 142. 
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2. That the female characters were not depicted 
as artistic when the frequency counts of all 
the screenplays were combined. 

film Cross-Validation 

1. That the female characters ware seen as 
artistic in the film "Pollyanna." 

2. That the female characters ware seen as 
artistic in the film "Bon Voyage" by the 
elementary females. 

3. That the female characters were not seen as 
artistic in the film "Bon Voyage" by the 
elementary males or the college subjects. 

4. That female characters were seen as artistic 
when the frequency counts of both films 
were combined. 

Discussion 
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The inability of the content analysis study to account 

for any activity not written into a screenplay which may occur 

in the film version ofithat screenplay explains most of the 

variation between the screenplay content analysis and the 

film cross-validation. "Pollyanna" did picture the sewing 

products of females. These were not mentioned in the script. 

Thus, when subjects saw "Pollyanna," they selected the females 

as artistic, as one would expect. 

~Bon Voyage," in comparison, was filmed in Paris. It 

pictured male and female street.artists. Ones again, no mention 

of these background scenes was made in the screenplay, so the 

difference between~the film cross-validation and the content 

analysis is resolvable. 
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In addition, a discrepancy between the finding'for the 

female elementary subjects and the male elementary and college 

subjects may be noted in relation to this film. In this case, 

the elementary school females reported that the female charac-

tars ware more artistic than the male characters, but all 

other subjects found no differences in the film characters in 

------+ _ ___c ___ aJ:.'t~s-t~G-p~Gpe-r-t~ss ~----------------------------

----j 

438 
Goldberg performed a study that may help resolve 

this problem. In studying the ways in which females rate art 

products, he discovered that females may overvalue a female 

accomplishment which is rare. Hence, one might expect elemen-

tary girls who may never have seen a female artist to overvalue 

that experience and thus respond to their questionnaire differ-

ently from the male subjects or the more experienced college 

females. 

In view of the discussion above, although the data of 

the screenplay content analysis pointed to no stereotyping of 

the females in these Walt Disney scripts as artistic, no con~~u-

sian may be drawn. The cross-validation study did not support 

such a resolution. 

438 Phillip Goldberg, ''Evaluation of ~he Performance of 
Women as a Function of Their Sex, Achievement and Personal 
History," Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, XIX 
(January, 1971), p. 144. 
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E. CONCLUSIONS RELATIVE TO THE HYPOTHESIS DEALING WITH 
THE FEMALE AS MECHANICAL OR 

NOT MECHANICAL 

Conclusions Based Upon the Screenplay 
and Film Studies 
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In relation to his investigation of the hypothesis that 

Walt Disney screenplays and films portray the females as being 

inferior to the males in performing mechanical repairs, the 

researcher found: 

Screenplay Content Analysis 

1. That the female characters were not pictured 
as inferior to the males in performing mech­
anical repairs by any of tha five screenplays 
studied. 

2. That the female characters were not portrayed 
as inferior to males in performing mechan~cal 
repairs when the frequency counts of all the 
screenplays were combined. 

Film':Cross-Validation 

l. That the female characters were seen to be 
inferior to the males in performing mechanical 
repairs in the films ''Pollyanna" and "Bon 
Voyage." 

2. That the female characters were seen to be 
inferior to the males in performing mechanical 
repairs when~the frequency counts of the two 
films were combined. 

Discussion 

To start with, the film cross-validation study did not 

establish the findings of the screenplay studies. The subjects 

who viewed the films saw the females as inferior to the males 

in mechanical traits, whereas, the content analysis yielded no 

difference between the sexes. Once again, the limitation of 

the content analysis to the verbal content of the film seems 
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to be the most adequate explanation of this discrepancy in 

findings. The films portray background scenes not mentioned 

in the scripts, There were scenes in both films picturing men 

performing mechanical repairs, The direction for these inci-

dents was omitted from the scripts. The researcher believes 

that the picturing of mechanical males in "Bon Voyage" was un-

----;·-----p~anne·EI-in-mas.t-ins,ta.n.ces.,-a.s_t.he-p.ic±ur.e_w.as_ma.d.e.>i.O.D_l.o_cat,~i .... o,nc!_ ___ _ 

1 
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j 
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in Paris. Much of that city's normal activity was included as 

background for the action recorded in the screenplay. As for 

the film "Pollyanna'' there were shots of construction work which 

appeared in the film that were not mentioned in that film's 

screenplay, 

In spite of the lack of accord between the screenplays 

and cross-validation films, the investigator believes that the 

subjects' film impressions (that"the females in Walt Disney 

films were inferior to males in the ability to perform mechen-

ical repairs) reflected the reality of cultural sex role expec-

tetions concerning the male and female. This viewpoint was cor-

roborated in a study by Lipinski. When she asked females to 

list the kinds of things they had done which they considered 

as accomplishments and achievements, she discovered that the 

number including mechanical endeavors was insignificant. 439 

439 Beatrice Lipinski, Sex Role Conflicts and Achieve~nt 
Motivation Among_J-Jomen (unpublished doctor 1 s dissertation, 
University of Michigan, 1966), pp. 1-246. 
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In addition to this, when Peterson made a count of female 

names listed among registered apprentices for skilled occupa-

tiona, she found fewer than one per cent were women, She attri-

buted this to the~fact that the trades excluded females because 

of the physical strength requirements.
440 

Even though the mechanical endeavors appeared to be a 

----+-----'pa-r-t-e-f-~he-se-x-ro~s-orien±a_t_iDn_o£ the male, Coleman rejJorted 
~---~--

____ j 

a change: 

No longer is it considered unfeminine for women 
to enter fields requiring courage, strength, and 
objectivity. Women are entering occupations long 
dominated b{,males, such as engineering and arch­
itecture.44 

In conclusion, the investigator cannot draw the infer-

ence that Disney films are stereotyping the female as inferior 

to the male ... in mechanical endeavors due to the results of the 

findings for the screenplays. Neither can he ignore the fact 

that the subjects viewing the films did report the finding that 

matches the sex-role expectation of the female as being inferior 

to the male in mechanical ability. 

440 Esther Peterson, "Working Women,'' Daedalus, XCIII 
(Spring, 1964), p. 678. 

441 James C, Coleman, Psychology and Effective Behavior, 
Glenview,Illinois: Scott, Foresman and Company, 1969, p. 344. 
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DEALI~G WITH THE FEMALE AS EXCESSIVELY 

TALKATIVE DR NOT EXCESSIVELY. 
TALKATIVE 

Conclusions Based Upon the Screenplay 
and Film Studies 
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In relation to his investigation of the hypothesis that 

Walt Disney screenplays and films portray the female _as being 

excessively talkative, the researcfrnr-f-ound-:---------------

Screenplay Content Analysis 

1. That the female characters were not pictured 
as excessively talkative in any of the five 
screenplays studied. 

2. That the female characters were not portrayed 
as excessively talkative when the frequency 
counts of all the screenplays were combined. 

Film Cross-Validation 

1. That the female characters were depicted as 
excessively talkative in the film "Pollyanna.'' 

2. That the female characters were not seen as 
excessively talkative in the film "Bon Voyage'' 
by any of the subjects except the female 
college students. 

3. That the female characters were seen as exces­
sively talkative when the frequency counts of 
both films were combined. 

Discuss-iQ.n 

The content analysis was not corroborated by the film 

cross-validation. The researcher purposes a two-part interpre-

tation of these results. To begin with, the use of the content 

analysis instrument to record excessive talkative behavior 

required that a character in the script comment that another 

character was excessively verbal. This occurred three times 

in ''Pollyanna'' and five times in ''Bon Voyage." Frequencies of 
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three and five were insufficient in terms of forming conclu-

sions. Thus, the investigator in attempting to avoid excessive 

tallying of the talkative characteristic may have restricted 

his content analysis technique to such an extent that it was 

impossible to attain a frequency required to be considered sig-

nificant. This may well explain why the content analysis of 

and females. 

The second part of the problem concerned the film cross-

validation. In the film study of "Bon Voyage'' the college 

females were the onlyrsubjects to rate the females as excessively 

talkative. This may have been due to the fact that the college 

females were overly conscious of a sex-role expectation. 

Bernard elucidated this expectation when shB said~ 11 Stud-

442 ies show that in mixed company men talk more than.women." 

Furthermore, Douvan noted that a female date is expected to be 

a good listener in conversation and never too aggressive. 443 

Katie and Amy, the female leads in "Bon Voyag~" could not be 

described as good listeners who deferred conversation to males 

in mixed company. Thus, the college age s~bjects.who had 

learned to conform to societal expectations may have rated the 

Disney characters as excessively talkative because of this sex 

role expectation violation and not because the female charac-

tars in the film actually talked more than the male characters. 

442J ' eSs1.e 
Jersey: Prentice 

Bernard, The Sex Game, Englewood Cliffs, New 
Hall, Inc., 1968, p. 175. 

443 Elizabeth Douvan, New Sources of Conflict in Females 
at Adolescence and Early Adulthood, Belmont, California: 
Brooks/Cole Publishing Company, 1970, p. 38. 
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In light of the above discussion, the investigator cannot 

conclude whether or not the females in the Walt Disney screen-

plays studied were being stereotyped as excessively talkative 

or not. 

G. CONCLUSIONS RELATIVE TO THE HYPOTHESIS 
DEALING WITH THE FEMALE AS A SEX 

SYMBOL OR NOT AS A SEX SYMBOL 

Conclusions Based Uoon the Screenplay 
and Film Studies 

In relation to his investigation of the hypothesis that 

Walt .Disney screenplays and films picture the female as a sex 

symbol, the researcher found:~· .• 

~eenplay Content Analysis 

1. That the female characters were not pictured 
as sex symbols in any of the five screenplays 
studied. 

2. That the female characters were not depicted 
as sex symbols when the frequency counts of 
all the screenplays were combined. 

Film Cross-Validation 

1. That the female characters were portrayed as 
sex symbols in the film "Pollyanna." 

2. That the female characters were portrayed as 
sex symbols in the film ''Bon Voyage." 

3. That the female characters were seen as sex 
symbols when the frequency counts of both 
films were combined. 

Discussion 

Once more the content analysis of the screenplays was 

not cross-validated by the film study. The researcher found 

by using the content analysis method that the females were not 

pictured in the screenplays as sex symbols. The subjects who 
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saw the films, in contr'ast to this, saw·. the females as sex 

symbols. The investigator believes that there were two reasons 

for this disparity. Initially, the investigator believes that 

he limited the•.usefulness of the content analysis instrument 

when he made the qualification that before he would tally a 

character as a sex symbol, another character in the script had 

to maRe a comment----wnicn woult:l---pu±rrt-to-the-se-x-symhecl-:iosm~I-n,~----

the second place, visual clues to sex symbolism would not appear 

in a screenplay. 

The reaction of the subjects to the females in the two 

Disney films was in accord with societal expectations for the 

female. Hardwick describes the sex symbolism aptly: 

It is very interesting that in this culture emphasis 
and rewards are reserved for the cosmetic exterior 
of the sexual body--as though breasts and hips waae 
created specifically for purposes of seduction. 4 

Although this view of female sexuality is currently a phenome­

non, it is culturally derived and changes from time to time. 

As Bernard contended: 

Because women can be both Dark Ladijs and White 
Maidens, they have been pictured as evil sex­
driven temptresses and as pure, sexless madonnas; 
men have attributed to them sexuality identical to 
their own, rejecting it with horror at times, wel­
coming~it with joy at others. Partly as a result 
of these differences, the 'real' nature of female 
sexuality as s~~pared with male sexuality iscnot 
al~Jays clear. 

444B d · k 't 8 ar w1c , op. c1 ., p •. 

445B d •t ernar, ope c~ ., P• 55. 
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Some authors believe that the pendulum is now swinging 

away from the sex symbolism of the female as the subjects 

reported it in these Disney films cross-validations. Winick 

feels there is a convergence of the sex role. This ''new look" 

is described as follows: 

A modishly dressed couple might be walking along 
-----;----------'Ww_;!,icJ;tcihL:t!'Jhlli>e----"'w~_~:ol_lmJI,aEl_fln_Jicrnl_hfl_J,i JJ -1 e n g t h b o o t s , b a s ic b 1 a c k 

leather coat, a helmet, and a pants,sui or 
straight line dress of heavy fabric. Her male 
companion might be wearing a soft pastel slack 
suit, mauve hat, and a frilled and cuff-linked 
pink shirt. He could sport a delicate tie and 
jewelry, exude fragrance, and wear tapered shoes 
with stacked high heels. Both could have shoulder 
length hair, and th~~r silhouettes ~auld be quite 
indistinguishable.4~ 

Bardwick agrees with him: 

Because Americulture overspecializes its sex-role 
prescription for adolescents, it is no accident 
that the youth protest has~focused so deliberately 
on these issues. Girl hippies refuse to wash 
their hair and seem, rather, intent on washing 447 out all external signs of feminine attractiveness. 

In conclusion, the subjects who viewed ''Pollyanna" and 

"Bon Voyage~ films made in the 1960's, saw the female as a sex 

symbol. Even though this finding was consistent with what might 

be expected, the researcher, on the basis of his content analy-

sis, cannot affirm that the screenplays studied did not stereo-

type the female characters as sex symbols. 

446c. Winick, ''The Beige Epoch: Depolarization of Sex 
Roles in America," .flnD!;JlS of the American Academy of Political 
and Social Science, CCCLXXVI (March, 1968) 1 p. 21. 

447Bardwick, op. cit., p. 41. 
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In relation to his investigation of the hypothesis that 

Walt Disney screenplays and films depict t~e females in business 

-----+----_and_t_be_p_r_o_f.e.s.s.ion_s_in__subordinate roles, the researcher found: 

' ----- --i 

Screenplay Content Analvsis , 

1. That the female characters were not pictured as 
being'in subordinate roles in business and the 
professions in any of the five screenplays 
studied. 

2. That the female characters were not depicted 
as being in subordinate roles in business and 
the professions when the frequency counts of 
all the screenplays were combined. 

Film Cross~Validation 

1. That the female characters were seen as being 
in subordinate roles in business and the pro­
fessions in the film "Pollyanna.'' 

2. That the female characters were portrayed as 
being in subordinate roles in business and the 
professions in the film "Bon Voyege." 

3. That the female characters were seen as being 

Discussion 

in subordinate roles in business and the pro­
fessions when the frequency counts of both films 
were combined, 

Once again the content analysis and film cross-validation 

results are at odds. The content analysis showed that the 

female characters in the scripts were not in subordinate posi-

tions in business and the professions. The film cross-valida-

tions did find the females subordinate to the males in the 

world of work. 



372 

This divergence cannot be attributed to the format of 

the content analysis instrument. The screenplay made the occu-

pational roles of the characters quite clear. It is possible 

that the numerous characters who appeared incidentally in the 

films in background scenes or stand-in parts made the differ-

ence. Of course, these characters would not be apparent in a 

------;-----scxeenp~a-y-~AAG-tlle-r-~ea-s4l:l~e-aaaaun-t-is-·Hla-t-~he-subj-ee-~s-1------

j 

~ 
I ___ , 

prior image of male supervisors.and female subordinates in 

business and the professions caused them to perceive and recall 

only the character's status who reinforced this image. This 

theory of Sebald's has been discussed above. 

Whatever the explanation of this disparity may be, it is 

certain that the female in our society is currently•employed in 

subordinate positions in the business world. In a recent work 

Smuts reported that over half of all employed women are in jobs 

h t h . . 1 . 1 k 448 Wh t · sue as eac lng, nurslng, or c erlca wor • a lS sur-

prising is that the position of women in the work world is not 

improving. 

According to Knudsen: "as measured by income, education 

and occupation, we know women's status (relative to man's) has 

declined in the last twenty-three years.•• 44 9 

448 Robert W. Smuts, Women and Work in America, New York: 
Schocken Company, 1971, p. 221. 

449 Dean Knudsen, "The Declining Status of Women" Social 
Forces, XL (December, 1969), p. 183. 



This view is substantiated by Bardwick who feels that 

Since most working women are content with an 
agreeable job that makes limited demands, and since 
they are not striving for ~ositions of power, there 
has not really been a radical reversal of the tra-

0 ditional occupation roles in the United States. 40 

One·might ask how with greater educational opportunity and 

legislative support women continue to remain in subordinate 
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---------~ 

---1 
I 

I 

Horner offers one explanation. She:commants that 

••• as a whole society has been unable to reconcile 
personal ambition, accomplishment, and success with 
femininity. The more successful a woman becomes, 
the more afraid society is that she has lost her 
femininity ~§~ therefore must be a failure as a wife 
and mother. 

This is why Coleman believes so many women are willing to settle 

for subordinate jobs and are more accepting of discrimination 

. d t. 1 t . t. 452 ~n pay an promo ~ana oppor un~ ~es. 

Thus, it is apparent that the subjects who viewed the 

films reported what might be anticipated. But because the ~c 

cross-validation and content analysis.'did not agree, the inves-

tigator can not present a conclusion that the Walt Disney 

screenplays studied do or do not stereotype the female as a 

subordinate in business and the professions. 

450B d · k "t 147 ar w~c , op. c~ • , p. • 

451Matina Horner, Femininity and Successful Achievement: 
A Basic Inconsistency, Belmont, California: Brooks/Cole Pub­
lishing Company, 1970, p. 55. 

452 Coleman, op. cit., p. 345. 
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I. CONCLUSIONS OF GENERAL CONCERN 

In his investigation, the researcher drew the following 

conclusions related to the screenplay content:analysis and 

film cross-validation: 

1. That the investigator's perceptions of the 
stereotyping of the female characters as 
measured by the content analysis procedure, 

------+------------g·e·ne-ra~-1-y-cH.-f-f'e-recl-f-rem--&M·e-st~·s-j-ee--&s-1-pe-:E'-----~---­

ceptions of the stereotyping of the female 

i ----·-1 

characters in the films, as measured by the 
questionnaire. 

This dascrepancy between the findings for the screenplays 

and for the films was noted for six out of eight comparisons 

made. This phenomenon is consistent with the theory offFritz. 453 

He contended that there is a fundamental difference between the 

act of reading a written communication--screenplay--and the 

pictorial experience--viewing a film. 

Three possible explanations of the disparity were sug-

gested above: (1) the restrictions placed upon some~of the 

categories, i.e. sex symbol may have limited its use, (2) back-

ground scenes in the films may have provided data for film 

viewers which was not available in the screenplay, and (3) the 

subjects may have held preconceived images which, if not re-

inforced in the film, caused them to distort what they actually 

saw in the film. 

This finding may well be the most significant contribu-

tion of this study, for it experimentally corroborated the 

theory that reading a written communication and viewing a 

filmed presentation of that written communication afford dif-

ferent reactions. 

453F ·t 
r~ z, loc, cit. 
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This is vital to consider in the production and use of 

films. For, if one expects the outcome of a•film viewing to 

reflect the script or narrative that it is based upon and only 

affect those attitudes, cognitive learnings, and behaviors 

anticipated, he is expecting only a vestige of the many eventu-

alities which may materialize when the film is screened, 

----i----------2-. --rtTirt-tJTe-rno:te-an-d-f-errrEtl--e----subj-act~whu-scrw-th-e•-------­
films of the current study did not generally 
differ in their view of the male and female 
characters in relation to the hypotheses under 
examination, 

Male and female comparisons were made on the hypotheses 

a total of forty-eight times in this study. Males and females 

were in agreement on forty occasions or 83 per cent of the time. 

Elementary male and female subjects made decisions on 

------1 

1 
the eight hypotheses relating to the study of the film ''Polly-

anna.'' They agreed seven times or in 87 per cent of the in-

stances, On the hypothesis dealing with the female as passive 

or aggressive, the males saw the females as aggressive. The 

females saw no difference between the characters on this trait. 

It may well be that the females accepted the behaviors of the 

females as "constructive aggression,'' and did not tally it as 

such because it was a normal female coping behavior. 

Elementary and female subjects made decisions on the 

eight hypotheses related to the study of the film "Bon Voyage." 

They agreed seven out of the eight, or in 87 per cent of the 

instances. They disagreed on the hypothesis related to the 

female characters as artists. The male characters saw no dif-

ference in the characters in this trait. The female characters 



376 

were judged by the female subjects as artistic. It may be as 

explained above, that when the. female sees a rare female behavior 

she may overvalue it and block out other perceptions. 

Elementary male and female subject decision comparisons 

were made for the combined films on eight occurrences. They 

agreed eight times out of eight. This was 100 per cent of the 

-----!------occasjcon-s-..-----------------------------------

College male and female subjects made decisions on the 

hypotheses eight times. They were in ag~eement in six cases, 

or 75 per cent of the instances. One point of disagreement 

was in the area of dependence-independence. The males saw no 

difference between the film characters in this trait. The females 

observed that the male film characters were more:independent. 

This may have been due to a preconceived image of the male as 

independent--an image which when not reinforced by th~ film was 

nevertheless maintained. The second characteristic that these 

subjects disagreed about was talkativeness. The males saw no 

difference in the film characters. The females~saw the female 

characters as more talkative. This is an area in which"the 

females may have judged the female characters because of the 

mix-company talking theory concerning females, discussed above. 

College male and elementary female subjects agreed on 

the hypotheses six out of eight times. This was 75 per cent of 

the cases. The first of the two hypotheses these subjects 

disagreed on was the one concerning dependence-independence. 

The males saw no differences between the film characters. The 

females thought t~at the male characters were more independent. 
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Like their college counterparts, these elementary females may 

have had a preconceived image.about the male being independent 

that the film did not reinforce, so they distorted the film 

material to match their imagenof the male. 

In addition, these subjects disagreed on the female film 

characters as artistic. The college males saw no sex differences 

in the •'film characters. The elementary females d~d-:-lfiey re­

ported that the female film characters were more artistic than 

the males. As in the case with the elementary males, the female 

subjects may .have overvalued a rare occurrence and distorted 

their view of the film. 

College female and elementary male subjects were compared 

on the hypotheses eight times. They were in accord in six of 

the eight times, or 75 per cent of the cases. In the first 

place, the subjects disagreed on the passive-aggressive traits. 

The college females accounted the female film characters aggres­

sive. The elementary males did not see a difference between the 

film characters. This may be due to the fact that the college 

females observed "constructive aggression" on the part of the 

female film characters. The unsophisticated elementary males 

may not have recognized this as aggression. 

Finally, these subjects did not agree on the talkative­

not talkative trait. The elementary males saw no difference 

between the film characters. The college females indicated 

that the film females were more talkative than the film males. 

This may have been due to the mix-company reaction explained 

above. 
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In view of the data presented, it appears that the males 

and females, regardless of age, reacted nearly the same in 

relation to the hypotheses under study. It appears that sex 

roles are agreed upon by the sexes and do not vary much from 

the elementary to the college years. This is an important find• 

ing for those involved in occupations serving people. It helps 

one unaerstana so many facets of-numan atti~ua~Iearning, ana 

behavior, and must be taken into account if any modification 

of these characteristics is to occur. 

It was suggested by the researcher that the most signi-

ficant conclusion of the present study was that the content 

analysis of the Walt Disney screenplays and the cross-validation 

study of the two Walt Disney films generally differed. This' 

substantiated a theory posed by Fritz. This conclusion was based 

upon the following determinations for the individual hypotheses: 

In the first place, it was concluded that discipline 

practices in Walt Disney scripts reflected the female's role 

as disciplinarian in relation to the setting of the film. The 

film cross-validation was in agreement with the content analysis. 

Furthermore, it was concluded by the investigator on the 

basis of the content analysis of the screenplays, that the 

females in Walt Disney scripts were not portrayed as being 

passive. The film cross-validation verified this hypothesis. 
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In relation to the remaining hypotheses, it must be 

emphajized that the content analysis and film cross-validation 

studies di.d n.ot agree. Therefore, no firm conclusions could 

be drawn concerning the stereotyping of the females in the Walt 

Disney screenplays in relation to: (1) the female as dependent 

or independent, (2) the female as artistic or not artistic, 

(3) the female as mechanical or not mechanical, (4) the female 

as talkative or not talkative, (5) the female as a sex symbol 

or not a~sex symbol, and (6) the.female as supervisor or sub-

ordinate in business and the professions. 

Finally, another conclusion of import was that the male 

and female subjects who viewed the films as part of the cross-

validation study did not generally differ in their view of the 

male and female characters in relation to the hypotheses under 

examination. 

III. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY 

The researcher believes.that this investigation has 

indicated the need for additional study in the area of screen-

plays and films as they relate to the stereotyping of the 

female role. Since the examination of stereotyping of the role 

of the female in screenplays and films is relatively an unre-

searched area, it is hoped that the findings of this study 

will help to motivate others to conduct analyses in this field. 

The following specific suggestions are thought by the investi-

gator to be the most important: 
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1. That descriptive research be performed to 
examine possible stereotyping of the female 
in screenplays and films produced by com~ 
mercia! tilm makes other than the Disney 
Productions. 

2. That the study be replicated, using improved 
content analysis instruments with more cur­
rent Disney Productions films and screenplays. 

3. That the study be replicated utilizing theater 
audiences as subjects. 

4. That experimental studies be conducted with 
Walt Disney films to determine their effect in 
altering viewer attitudes, cognition and social 
behavior. 

5. That descriptive and experimental studies be 
performed·to explore the fundamental differ­
ence between the act of reading a screenplay 
and that of viewing a film. 

6. That data be collected on a number of subject 
variables such as race, academic ability, lang­
uage facility, interests, attitudes, family and 
other factors in an effort to confirm any rela­
tionships between these variables and the 
stereotyping of the role of the female in Walt 
Disney films. 

7. That a larger sample of college subjects be 
utilized in connection with a replication of 
this study. 

B. That a replication of the study be performed 
employing different hypotheses which are sug­
gested by the literature pertinent to the stereo­
typing of the female. Areas such as creativity, 
bravery, perseverance, curiosity, sportsmanship, 
industry, and self-respect need further explora­
tion. 

IV. SUMMARY 
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The-current study has answered certain questions about 

the frequency, and percentage representation of the females 

as they have been judged as stereotyped in Walt Disney Pro­

ductions screenplays and films. It is hoped that this 
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investig~tion will prove to be valuable to parents, equal 

rights committee, the general public, employers,. film 

makers, teachers, and social scientists as a means df sharpen-

ing their perceptions of the stereotyping of females which 

has been and is currently being presented to children in the 

Walt Disney Productions films. 

However, other unanswered questions have been exposed 

by this investigation which has been restricted to a small 

portion of the entire field of Walt Disney screenplays and 

films. The area of the stereotyping of the female in screen-

plays and films has seen little if any research. Hopefully, 

this investigation may prove to be only one.of numerous 

other studies dealing in the area of the stereotyping of the 

- female in films. 
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APPENDIX A. 

WILLIAM DOVER'S LETTER TO THE INVESTIGATOR 

DATED SEPTEMBER 16, 1971 
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WALT PRODUCTIONS 
500 SO. BUENA VISTAST.•BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 91505•CABLE ADDRESS: DISNEY 

Mr. Jerry P. Houseman 
School of Education 
University of the Pacific 
Stockton, California 

Dear Hr. Houseman: 

September 16, 1971 

Ron Miller turned over your letter of September 14 to 
this office with the request that I do everything to be 
helpful. 

As a matter of policy we do not send our scripts out of 
the studio, as there have been unfortunate experiences 
when they fall into the hands of people who use them to 
their own benefit. 

In your case, however, we are sending under separate cover 
screenplays of five of our successful films, each of which 
presents a strong woman's role. They are as fullows: 

POLLYANNA 
OLD YELLER -­
BON VOYAGE 
PARENT TRAP ("We Belong Together") 
WILD COUNTRY ("The Newcomers") 

We do make one request, however, that these be returned to 
us as soon as they have served your purpose, as they are 
required for our files. 

Wishing you best of luck with your paper. 

WBD/pw 

Sincerely, 

/;(!· . . / //1 (./!~. -~-· (.."; /j_J;/i.!'?"e·y_ ... _ 
William B. Dover 
Executive Story Editor 

Under separate cover: 5 scripts 
cc: Ron Miller 
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CONTENT VALIDATION OF TEE HYPOTHESES FOR 

A STUDY OF SELECTED 

HALT DISNEY SCREENPLAYS AND FILl·lS AND THE STEREOTYPING • 

OF THE ROLE OF T!IE FFJ•!ALE 

DIRECTIONS: ·criticall;rexamine each hypothesis and make a 
judgment as to its relevance to the. subject of stereotyping 

----~-------of--the-~ema~e~.~~----~----~~~--~--~--------~--~----~------~ 

i 

I 

1 
i 

-------4' ___ r 
j 
j 

gypothesis One 

·. vlalt Disney screenplays and films· portray the female as the· 
· dis.ciplinarian of the children., . 

Is this hypothesis representative of an important. 
factor involved in the stereotyping of the female' 

Yes: . ./ · Na __ _ 

· Suggested modification'-----'----'---~~~----~----------'""· __ _ 

;gynothesis 1\ro 

Walt Disney screenplays. and films picture the female as passive• 

Is. this hypothesis re:)resentative of an iillportant factor 
·involved. in the stereotyping of the f'emale? 

Yes ./' No· ---• 
SUggested modification~------~---------------------~------~ 



Hypothesis Three 

t>lalt Disney screenplays and films show the female as dependent 
upon others for support, care, help or direction •. 

Is this hypothesis representative of an .important factor. 
involved in the stereotyping of the female~ 

Yes / No ___ . 

H:Ynothesis Four 

W'alt. Disney screenplays and films· depict. the female as artistic. 

Is tfii-;- hypothesis represeii.tative of 
involved in the stereotyping of the female? 

an imnortant factor 
Yes. / No . .;.__ 

Suggested modifica tiono......~---'-----,-------,--'---------

Hynothesis Five 

i'·falt Disney screenplays and films portray the. female as being 
inferior tothe male in performing mechanical repairs. 

. Is this hypothesis representative of an important factor • 
involved in the stereotyping of the female? 

Xes · / No • 

Suggested modification 
----------~------~----------~-



i 
; 

I 

1 

Hypothesis Six 

\>lalt Disney screenplays and films portray the female as being. 
excessively talkative. 

Is this hypothesis representative of anluportant factor 
involved in the stereotyping of the female? . Yes No_·..___ 

Suggested modification. __ ~--------------~----~--~-------~ 

. • !!Ypothesis Seven 

\'fait. Disney screenplays and films picture the female as a 
sex symbol •.. 

Is this.hypothesis representative of' an important.factor 
involved in the. stereotyping of the female? Yes v= No __ 

· Suggested modification ______________ ......, ___ _.;. ____ _ 

Hvu· othes· ; " p; "ht :.;;.z• ' ... ., .......... ...~_,_ ~·,• ' 

\•J:alt. Disney screenplays and :t;ilrns deuict the female in business 
and the proi'essions in subordinate roles •.. 

Is. this hypothesis representative of an impo1;tant factor 
.involved in ti1e s.tereotyping of the female? Yes. 1/ No~-

Signature C.·~· 
Title (L_, t ey(r Soc 
Institution. __ ~~·~)~~----------------------------------· 
Date IS: f±r6! Q t-

• 
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CONTENT VALIDATION OF TEE HYPOTHESFS FOR 

A STUDY OF SELECTED 

~·fALT DISNEY SCREENPLAYS AND FILNS AND THE STEREOTYPING 

OF THE ROLE OF THE .FB!·!ALE 

DIRECTIONS: CriticallY examine each hypothesis· and make a 
judgment as to its relevance to thesubject·of' stereotyping 
of' the female •. 

.Hypothesis One 

·Walt. Disney screenplays: and films. portray the female as the 
dis.ciplinarian of' the children., . 

Is, this: hypothesis representative of an. important 
f<Jctor. involved• in the stereotyping of the femaleZ · · 

Yes• v · No· ---
_Suggested modj_fication. ___ ~--'-------~-------_,.. __ _ 

i Hynothesis THo 
l 
T ·1ilalt Disney screenplays .and films picture the female as passive. 

j_- Is this• hypothesis rG.presentative of an important factor 
· invol v.ed. in the. stereotyping of the female-? 

__j' 

I 

Yes v-': 

Suggested modification _________ ~~--------~---------------

l 

• 



- ------- --~. 

---1 
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~. ,. ,· 

Hypothesis Three 

Walt Disney screenplays and films show the female as dependent 
upon others for support, care, help or directio,n •. 

. Is this hypothesis representative of an important factor 
involved in the stereotyping of the female'l. 

Yes . ;/" ·No_·_· __ 

. Sugges-ted-mod:tf':tc'"-ti-onl==:.:::==================:-:-~--

Hypothesis Four· 

\;T!ilt Disney screenplays and films. depict the female as artistic·~ 

. Is. this hypothesis representative of an imnortant factor 
involved in the stereotyping of the female? Yes: v No_ 

Suggested modification. ___ _ 

Hynothesis·Five. 

\lfalt Disney screenplays and films portray the female as being 
inferior to the male in performing mechanical repairs. 

Is this hypothesis renresentat±'We ·Of an important. factor 
involved in the stereotyping of.the female? 

Yes. v No • 

Suggested modification ___ ·--------------~------------------~ 



-~ . 

! 

&pothesis Six 

Walt Disney screenplays and films portray the female as being 
excessively talkative. 

Is this hypothesis representative of an imoortant factor 
involved in the stereotyping of the female? Yes · V'"' No_· __ 

· Suggested· modification·---"--"------------------

Hyuothesis Seven 

vfalt Disney screenplays and films picture the female as a 
sex symbol •. 

Is this hypothesis representative of an important factor 
involved in the stereotyping of the female? Yes_;::::::_ No __ 

Suggested modification~·---------------~~---------

i· .Hypothesis Eir:ht, 
I 

\'l'alt Disney screenplays. and fiL'l)s denict the female in business 
and. the professions in subordinate roles. 

Is this hypothesis representative of an important factor 
invo1 ved in ti1e s.tereotyping of the fem<:lle? . Yes v No -



I ------, 

A ~3TUDY OF SI:JXC~'ED 

OF T::!E ROLE CF T'J:: FC'ALE 

DI?:~;C'l'ION:>: Cr:l.ticolly o"o:m~ine each hypothes:b anc1 r:.!sl~o a 
judgment ns ·co its relevm1ec1 to the subject of stereotyping 
of t:w 1'or:1ale. 

v!olt Disney SC!'eenplays and i'ill'1S portray the fcnale as the 
dlsciplltwrian of tho cllildrcn. 

I.s this hypotl!es:ts rt:pr·esent;~tivc of nn :i.I'!port.::;Jnt 
factol' involved in the stereotyping o:r the f'emnlo? 

!'Jo ·--
8ugges ted noclifica tion..,. -------

Is this 
invol vcd in t~1o 

----p-· -·-·---·------

rt:r~1otheoi~1 represen.tative oi' 
s tcreot;;"'p:'!.r;tg of the fex:;alo? 

V"' 
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j 
j 
·j ________ , 

I 
j 

1 

j 

-1 

1ih1lt Disney scl'ecmplays and f'iJ.r1s sho'l'r the fe:-;:ale as dependent 
upon others fer su.iJport, C11!'e, help or direction. 

Is this ':1ypothesis repl'.:'csentative of' an importHnt f'actor 
involved ln the stereot-.rping o:f the female? 

Yes V --

\fal t Disney screenplnys and rn.m.s depict the :femele as art:i.st:i.<~. 

!s th.is _!lypotr.~.esis repl~o.Gen.tn t:i.vo o:f: 
involved in the s·i:ereotyping of' the female? 

··n i•··;7''0 't"•·1t (-'!.,. ~·-~ .;.~ UJ. 

Yes . Ho __ _ --
fcc tor 

SUl!g<)Sted J::Od:!.fication~-------------------------

\~l£Jlt· Di.snC!y s_cl~ecnp1.3Y'S nncT .f;tlms portrny the fe1;:nlo as bcdJlg 
:l.nfc~rior to the n:al.e in perforr::tng ttechc;nicnl repal.rs., 

In this hypotlwsin :roproscntativc of <Jn ir.rporta.nt :factor 
invoJ.vod !11 the stereot~rping ci" the female? 

Y.("S'----?. Ho 
-~- -~ 

____ ,...,......,.._._,_,__ .. -· ···-~------=·--
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'TYJ2ot'·'e.cd <' ·":!. 'r ,). ~. J..!. _,i;.t _,.., .. ) ·-· .. 
...,... •• .....,...r·- • 

i:<alt Disney s creonpluys and filrus portray the i'enale as b;d.ng 
e:ccessively t£JlkDtive .. 

Is thj.s 
involved in the 

hypothesis representative or 
stereotyping of' the i'eraale? 

Suggested modification ________________________ _.,*--·-~---·~·-·-------

.., " ........... 

i'Talt Disney screenpla~rs and i'iL-;:s picture the female as a 
sex sytibol .. 

Is this 
involved: in 'tl1e 

l:;ypothesls representat:t ve of 
s tereo·{;yp:l.ng of' the fera.ale? 

Sngges t.ed !J:odifica ti.on'-----··~~---··'"'------.... ·-'""'------

: Ualt Disney screenplays and films depict the i'er::ale :tn bus:i.ness 
and tho profossior..s in ::mborc1inate roles. 

Is this 
:l.nvol vad in t;;,e 

Dote 

hypothes1s ropre:Jent["tive oi' 
ste:<'eoty;aing c:r the i'eJn<1le? 

--· __ ,...,.,..,,..,._.~"-·--------
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VALIDATION OI<' T::B CONTENT ANALYSIS DEFiniTIONS FOR 

A STUDY OF SEL!.:CTED 

lfALT DISNEY SCRSENPLAYS Al'ID FIWS AND THE STEREOTYPING OF 

THE ROL."G; OF TEE FEHALE. 

DIRECTIONS: Plense critically examine each definition beloi·J~ 
Hake>a judr;r.Jent as to the definition's content relative to the 

---sul;is-tanG-e-ef-the-hy-f)ethes-i-sh.~. ---~--'-------------------

Hyuothesis One 

\·Jalt Disney screenplays and films portray. the female as the 
disciulinarian oi' the children •. 

•' -
Content.Analvsis Definition 

Discinlinari.:m: one 1-riw administers. disciuline. or enforece 
· order, v,w demands and secures a high der;ree of conformity 
to rules.. ,,. 

Disciplinarian .. ·-- Not .. a Disciplinarian 
---~-------------~-, . I -----~--------------'-'i ' ' . ·:-:--:--.-. -:- :- . ! 

. is tiiis O:efinition represent.:iti1/e of the 'subs t'hnc8' Of 
.. the hypothesis? ·· ·Yes v No_ 

Suggested modification·-----~--------------

·Hypothesis Thro. 

\•fa1t Disney screenplays and films picture the female as passive •. 

Content Ar:ic:lysis Definition 

Ju;gressive: a tendency to forceful, outgoing action; characterized 
--'iiy tanng tlle initiative, defending vieorousl;,r, and losinG fev 

opportunities to exhibit the self or tba t uith vlhich the self is 
identified; the opposite of the tendency to avoid danger or tJ1e 
disagreeable by \.Jithdravll. · 

I 

Passive: not acting but acted U!)on; receptive to outside 
im!)ressions or influences;·not'active or operating: quiescent; 
recieving ·or enduring vii thou t ·resistance.. ' 



I 
·I 

1-_.· 

1 

Sex . Passi vo Aggress:i.ve 
. 

Hales 
. 

Females 
Is ttns der~nition representat~ve 01: trw suostance 0 

the hypothesis? Yes v No.:__ 

Suggested modification~----------------------~--------------

Hynothesis.Three. 

Ualt. Disney screenplays and films shovr t.he. fenale as dependent 
upon others. for support, care, help or direction~-

Content Analysis Definition 

Dependent: relying on someone or·something else for.support, 
care, help or direction •. 

Independent: absence of reliance ol1 others for support, care, 
"elp ~r r:;r··e~<-;on· ~<> 1 <'-»~ 1 i~nt· 
~.1. ' V U....J.. \,;U".J.. .l.' .JC..J....-'..-:J. C..r.. U.L •. ··-· - ..... ----···-----r-------- l 1 
sex Dependent Indep-endent I 

.. --. Hal.es . I - -- --- --~ -
_.. 

Females 
. . 

Is this. definition representative of the substance of 
- ·the hypothesis? Yes~ No_ 

Suggested modification. ____ .,_--------------------

• 

Hynothesis.Four 

vfalt Disney screenplays and films depict the female as artistic: .. · 

Content Anolysis Definition 

Artis tic: a nerson ',•ri th a con;bina tion of traits involving 
the capac-ity for jud;_;ments of design and form, indicated by 
speci<:1l aptitude or talent and acquired. skill in creative arts, 
such as rmsic·, drevring, paj_nting, sc\·ling, design or modeling. 
Note1 this talent should be recognized, appreciated, or defined 
as such by some other character in the script .. 



. VALIDATION OF T.IE CONTENT ANALYSIS DEFINITIONS FOR 

A STUDY OF SELECTED 

lfALT DISNEY SCREENPLAYS .Ai'ID FILES A~iD THE STF..REOTYPING OF 

THE ROLE OF FEHALE 

DIRECTIONS: Please critically examine each definition belov1. 
Halm a judgment as to the definition's. content re,lative to the 

---•~---·subs-tance-oLthe~h~po-thes~s~ · 

1 
---j 

Hyuothes is One 

1.'ialt Disney screenplays and films :oortray the female as the 
disciplinarian of the children •. 

Content. 1inalvsis Definition 

DisGiDlinarian: one i•Tho administers disciuline. or enfor·ece 
order, villO demands and s.ecures: a high degree of conformity 
to rules.. ,,, 

[]_ex . ·;_:_, ~ Disciplinarian. 2- Not:. a Disciplinarian 

1'-~~~.~ ~ --:cc=:-::-:-:-r-· : -- - ·[ 
is th-is' definition re'preserit!itive of the subs bJnc'e' of 

:·the hypothesis? . Yes...!:::__ No _ 

_ Suggested. modification·------------~----,..-.:....-

Hvuothesis Tvo 

ltJalt Disney screenplays and films· picture the ferne1le as passive. 

Content Arialvsis Definitibn 

· AG_gressive:· a tendency to forceful, outgoing action, characterized 
15y--taidng the initiative, defending vigoroUsly, and. losing fevr · 
opportunities to eyJ,ibi t the self or that '\·lith .vlhich the self is 
identified.; the oprJOsite of the tendency to avoid danger or the 
disagreeable by vlithdrawl. · 

Passive: not acting but acted upon;· receptive to outside 
impressions or influences; not active or operating; quiescent; 
recieving or enduring ivithout resistance .. 
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- - -'--··~- --· ____ .,. 

Sex Artistic Not. Artistic 

Hale 
~ 

Female ... . -
. '• 

Is this definition representative of .the substance of' 
''the hypothesis? Yes.::::::_. No_:__ · 

··.:suggested modifica tion'-:====================--c---

· IIJ;:nothesis Five 

Halt Disney screenplays and films portray the female as being 
inf'erior to the male in perforlning- mechanical repairs .. 

Content. Analysis Defini~ 

J.fechanical: the individual ,.Q th ability to deal :\·Ji.th mechanisms 
\ntachines;-,rorking parts, . tools, ins trurnent s, -..wrks , equipment), 

·fixing, repairing them and solving mechanical problems .. 

Sex l Hechanical . Not Hechanical _J ' -,-
Hales. 

Females ..--. 

Is this definition reoresentative of the substance of 
:the hypothesis'? Yes~ .. No~ 

Suggested nodification. ___________________ _ 

• 
Hypothesis Six 

T:!al t Disney screenplays and films )'lor tray the female as being 
excessively tall,ati ve •. 

Content Analysis Definition 

Talkative.: eiven to or filled \·!ith talking; one given to talking; 
unusual tall~ativeness; an unchecked, rambling, often foolish, 
sometimes .tedious talkativeness~ 
Note: this trait should be recognized, o.t defined as such by some 
other cmracter in the script .•. 
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Sex Excessively Tallwtive Not Excessively Talkative 

Hales ' 

Females . 
Is this. definition re:presenta ti ve of t-i-le. subs timce of 

the hypothesis? YesJ::::::.__ No;:__. 

Suggested modifica tiort'------_,...~------'---'_,..,.;.---'-;_--'--

Hypothesis: Seven_-

Walt. Disney screenplays and films picture the female as: a sex 
symbol •. 

Content Axwlysis Defj_nition 
. - . 

Sex svmbol: a person who is extremely attractive sexuallY; ·.­
a person '\•!hose appearance and personality are sexy (exciting 
or- intended to excite sexual desire; erotic) 
Note:· this trait should be___l:'_ecognize<i, appreciated, ox· defined 
as· S1.1.cn--biChdr-acters or·· footnotes iri the script ... 

Sex Sex Symbol - Not: a Sex S)'1nbol 
-

Hales 
- . -. 

Females 
- -

Is this definition representative of the substance of 
·the hypothesis? ·Yes~ No__._ 

Suggested modif'ic a tion. __ ---'------'--~----------

llYPothes is r~igh t. 

Walt Disney. screenplays and films depict the female in business 
and the professions insubordinate roles. 

Content Analysis Definition 

•. 
SupervJ.sor: one that supervises a person, group, department., 
organization, or operation; such a person having authority 
delegated by an employer to hire, tr;:msfer, suspend, recall, 
proDote, assign or discharge another employee or to recommend 
such action •. r~x.sm;,Jes ~ executi vcs, doctors, lrn·r;ers, s cicntis ts, 
editors, architects, store mmers, directors of pror;rams etc. 
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Subordinate: placed in a lower order job; one supervised; 
holding a lo•·rer or inferior position: or rank; la eking and f<:llling 
under the authority of others. r:~wmples: secretaries, nurses, 
clerks, service •·rorlwrs, teachers etc •. 

.. 

Sex Supervisory Role Subordinote Role 

Hales .. 

Females · -
.· 

' -Is tins defJ.nitJ.on renresent.at2ve of tne. substance of 
·the hypothesis? Yes v No~ 

SUggested' modification. __ _._ ___ .:.__,..--'"---------~ 

• 
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Sex Passive . 

. Males 
. 

Females 
lus. dei'lnition .LS t 

the hypothesis? 
reuresentntlve 

YesL No.:.:_ 

Aggressive 

oi" tlJe substance o~ 

Suggested modification·------------------------------------~----

Hvoothesis Three 

Walt: Disney screenplays and films shovr t.he fenale as dependent 
upon others for support, care, help or direct.ion .. 

Content Analysis Defj_nition 

Dependent: relying on someone or ·something else for· support,· 
care, help or directiori. 

on others for support, care, Independent: absence of reliance 
help; or direction; self-reliant, 

rJ..--_:-S:.:;:::::..·:-~--:-:,-,==f-'f-!~~--=~--=-=-·=;~-e:p:~--n:-d~-e~-n~-t=--~=--~=-+-,_ll-. ==I=n-.~d~e~p-n,_~-n_~~-d=~e=n=t===---:=---:=~~~-1~ 

Is. this definition re!)resentative of the substance of 
- -the hypothesis? Yes~- No_ 

Suggested rnodification. ________________________________________ __ 

----·~------·------~-----------------------------~---• 

Hypothesis Fo~ 

. "1-falt. Disney screenplays. and films depict. the female as artistic: .. 

Content Anvlysis· Definition 

Artis tic: a .person i-Ti th a combination of traits involving · 
the capacity for judc;ments of desien and form, indicated by 
special aptitude or talent and acquired skill. in creative arts 1 
such as music·, drevling, painting, seving, design or modeling. 
Notq_l this talent should be recognized, a)l!Jreciated, or defined 
as such by some other character in the script. 
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Sex Artistic Not Artistic . 

. 

Hale . 

. 

~ 

Female 
. , . .• 

'• 
. 

Is this definition representative of the substance of 
'the hypothesis? . Yes / l\fo 

. - ~ 

. ···:suggested modification·--------..,-------:------

Hynothesis Five 

lt1alt Disney screenplays and films portray the female as being 
inferior to the male in performing mechanical repairs., 

·content Analysis Definition 

Nechanical: · the indivit\ual '-·."i th ability to deal vrith mech<misms 
(mac!Iines, \·JOrking parts, tools, instruraents, vorks, ·equipment), 

· fixing, repairing. them and solving mechanical. problems. · · 
. . 

Sex . Hechanical Not Hechanical. --
Hales 

. 

Females; . . 

... 
; 

. 

Is this definition representative of the. substance of 
: the hypothesis? Yes...::::__ No__:_ 

Suggested modification ______________ ~-~-----~----~~--~-

• 
Hynothesis Six 

Walt. Disney screenplays- and f-ilms portray the female as being 
excessively talkative ... 

Content Analysi& Definition 

Talkative: given to or filled ,,rfth talking; one given to talking; 
unusua).- tall~ativeness; an unchecked, rambling, -often foolish, 
sometimes tedious talkatiVeness.. · . 
Note: this. trait should be recor;nized, or defined as. such by.some 
other character in the script .•. 



·-

Sex Excessively Talkative Not Excessively Tall:ative 

Eales .. 

. Females . 
Is this. definition representative of the substance -of 

the hypothesis? Yes / . .No_ 

Suggested modification, __________ .,..._ _ _.._..;. _____ ...,._ 

Hynothesis • Seven . ·· 

vlalt Disney screenplays and. films picture the female as a sex 
symbol.-· 

· Content Analysis Defini tiori. 

Sex s'Vmbol: a person '"lio is extremely attractive sexually; 
a. person '.viJOSe appearance and personality. are sexy (exciting 
or intended to excite seA.'Ual desire; erotic)- -. . .. · _· 
NotEl_: this trait should be recognized; appreciated, or defined 
as Sl.lCh by characters or footnotes in the script •. 

Sex Sex Symbol . . Not a Sex Symbol 

Hales . 

. 

Females . . 

Is this. definition representative of the substance of 
the hypothesis? Yes_..!::;_ No_ 

Suggested modification·--~--------------------------------

• 

Hlpothesis e:ir;ht: · 

···Walt Disney screenplays and films depict the female in business· 
and the prcifess ions in subordinate roles. 

-
Content .1\nolysis Definition 

Supervisor: one that supervises a person, group, department, 
organization, or operation; such a person having authority 
delegated by an employer to hire, transfer, suspend, recall, 
pronote, assign or discharrre another employee or to recommend 
such action •. Ex~lt~:JJes: f)Xecuti v.es, doctors, Lll·lyers, scientists, 
editors, architects, store mmers, directors of programs etc. 

•• 

' 
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SUbordinate: placed in a lower order job; one supervised; 
·holding a lo\·rer or inferior position or ranlc; la ckine. and falling 
under the authority of others. Examnles: secretaries, nurses,. 
clerks, service \Wrkers teachers etc · 

' 
.. . 

Sex Supervisory Role Subordinate Role 

Eales 

Females. 
. . . Is tlus defJ.nJ.hon renresentatJ.Ve of the substance of 

· the hypothesis?. Yesd No~ 
. . . 

SUggested modification""·'-------------------"'-----

Signature G .b 
Ti t:le tf.M f /!rr;j Sv-c.-

Instituti9~~-~--~·~~-~0~-~~·------~~~~--~"'--------------~------
Date /;;: J+ri~~rz:.....:v:__· __ _ 

·, 
• 
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Sc:r. Pnnsive 

v.ral t D;l.r;;w;r scrocn:c1.:c1n~{S end :f'il:ns sho"'J fue f'ena:te as dependent 
1.::s-on ot,:·-.ox"n for sL~.·yr;.o~·G, c~~r;e, help ol'l> d:l.x·e-ctiono 

Denend.c,~:·:;.t; z 
..,,._.~ ... _....-.~,,._ __ 
CGJ.!(,?.'' LGJ.) 

:t:J th:t.:; 
t.~·~e ~:"(f~.!cth0!:1 :tt~ ~;· 

scnet.h:!.ng else f:o:t: support, 

-----·-1 
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l Gex Art;:l.stic l7ot~ Artistic 

T·!olc 

Feuale 
-

Is th:l.s def'i11it:i,.on representat;ive of' the substance of 
the hynothesis? Yen ..r No 

~ -- --· 
Suggested rc:odii'icn tion,~-------... ·- _, ___ , _____ ,. ........ ,... 

1·;'n "I+ j")J." "',.,_,., 
~-<\(.'f..,...... ..J-4~-J 

:Lni'erior to 
screon}~lays 
tt.:. o r•;.n lo :L."l 

:fei':£:1e as 
repairs., 

Hocb.;Jnlc~:~1!: tLTo :tndi vidual '\d~ th a bi:tt t;y- to d(~~:,l· ~ri th :<.ec.hr;.:-;.isms 
.. [~[7CT11xi6-;;;·1,.rorl~:j.ns ~.1e.t:ts, tools 7 ins tJ:~r~:;_i_crr~rJ :,l ~ .. :nJ:L~, oquip:~:n1:1·t), 
fi:d .. ng 9 .rc}n1:tl':~lnt; t~-;.cr~-; and sol vj.nc; 1t;.Ct.1~~iV:!l:i.c.:J1 pl.,oblel,lG •. 

Sex 1·Ieci:ani-cal 

Eales 

Femoles 
--~------------~--~----------------4 

lr·al t D:1~~.ine:; !J c.reon:::JL :l~3 
(~:,::cc;1t;.ivoJ~:/ t.::~l!·i:l~!t:l~\i,.o ~ 

and fi1r:~s 

l···•."l' 
""''cl 

·J· 

[Jor:.c 
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Sex l'iot Exccs.::li Ve].J,' Tulkn ti ve 

oi' the substance o:r 

----------~------------------------···· -------'*' 

and i'ilr::s pictur:·e tha :rema lo as a sex 

StJX 1\ot. a 0e:n: Sy:a'bol 

Is t2·;_:t::3 
t~,:.a h; :,.;oti1on:t~1·:;;· 

::1'2 ~~~·~t~-~i :;~:u:.?~-{:_~p:rer; cntat:t ve 
.... .-...... -.... ~ -....,... 

of~ the sutstance o~r 

F'n.l t D:l8 r.c·7;' ··! •.;;:, ~- ·"F'< 

~Jncl t·1 e :)l'·c<::' ... :'J::; :·· __ C<::lS 
." d : •. :1.cl. .f.ilt:,,l depict t':.o 

:Ln. ~iL.Do::.7'dinn tc rolc3 e: 
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Subordim1te: nlacml in ll J.ouex· ordt:r ;job: one stmorviserl; 
hol~ffitgClo'!-rei~ or inferiol"' pos:Ltlon or _r!Jnk;. l:Jcidn.fi and fallin~~ 
under the Ut'.thority of otirore. Ex.n~:..nJ.cs: sec:r·e'Carles, nurs0n-, 
clerlrs, service ·uorkers, teache5:;-·efC:""' 

sex Guncr·vis or::r Hole r;ubordinnte Hole 

Hales 

Fm:cqle s 

- . ~ • • _, .. 

----------·~-----...-....,.~._,__, .......... --~.-.....~---------
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APPENDIX C. 

WILLIAM DOVER'S LETTER TO THE INVESTIGATOR 

DATED JANUARY 3, 1972 



' ---- -~ 

WALT PRODUCTIONS 
500 SO. BUENA VISTAST.•BUABANK, CALIFORNIA 91505•CABlE ADDRESS: DISNEY 

January 3, 1972 

Mr. Jerry P. Houseman 
School of Education 
University of the Pacific 
Stockton, California 95204 

Dear Mr. Houseman: 

In trying to analyze your objective, it seems to me that you 
are reading into the texture of the Disney product something 
that just does not exist. Most motion picture companies 
produce a wide variety of product, most of them with heavy 
emphasis on the dramatic, the violent, the controversial. 
our basic purpose here centers on one word which seems to be 
the key of our thrust and that is "entertainment." we strive 
for the upbeat, .the warm, the humorous and the broad visual 
type of comedy. This is done purposely because we recognize 
that a very broad and large segment of our audience is composed 
of youngsters from six to thirteen. Whenever we make a film 
that overlooks this audience, although we no longer make films 
specifically for them, we are met with a very sudden drop 
in patronage for that particular picture. 

When analyzing the list of our product to date, and the 
animation subject matter is eliminated, one finds not a great 
deal of diversification in what appears in the theatres which 
play our films. 

A sampling of the product that we have produced will only verify 
what I have expressed in the above. I greatly doubt that there 
does exist the depth in the material you must require if your 
paper is to avoid a sameness in content. 

We have made an effort to dig into what we call our "!1orgue", 
where scripts and papers dealing with past efforts are held, 
and found that a surprisingly small number of the finished 
shooting scripts of our films are there. 



WALT DISNEY PRODUCTIONS' 

Mr. Jerry P. Houseman Page 2 'January 3, 1972 

While I realize that this means a great deal to you, I quite 
honestly think that your selection of our product does not 
afford the opportunity you felt existed. Is it not possible 
for you to consider the product of any one of the major 
companies who have made every kind of film over a period of 
the past fifty years? If I can be helpful in assisting in 
that direction, I would be more than pleased to do so. How­
ever, it does not seem that we are going to be able to do 
much more than what we have already done in making_a:v_ailahle----­

---'-------eo you a sampl1.ng of some of our scripts for your study and 

1 
1 

____ j 

1 

perusal. 

WBD/pw 

Sincerely, 

;l~~ 
William B. Dover 
Executive Story Editor 

NO AGREEMENT WILL BE BINDING ON THIS CORPORATION UNLESS IN WRITING AND SIGNF.D flY .U.I n1<~1r~D 
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APPENDIX D. 

CONTnJT ANALYSIS INSTRUMENT 



CONTENT ANALYSIS FORH 1'', .•• 

Directions: Use the de fin:; tions preceding e1.1ch criterion 
category table to judge the major and IrJ. nor characters in the 
screenplay.. Hai'k a tally in the appropriate box each time a 
character exhibits a trait:, Judge each character for every 
criterion. category possiblEiJ •. 

~I 

1.. Disciplinaria~:· one ;,rho administe~·s discipline or enf01;ces 
--~------O~dex-'-,-1•:ho-<iema-BGl-s-ana-seeu-res---a-h~gh-d-eg:ree-of'-c-onfo-rrrr:rty·---­

to rules.. (Judge only adult-child·. relationships for this 

' ---j 

j 
I 

! 

I 

trait) 

Sex Disciplinarian Not a Disciplinarian 
·-··- ---

Nales 

Females: 

2.. Aggressive: a tendency to forceful, outgoing action, 
characterized by taking the initiative, defending vigorously, 
and losing fe·v.; opportunities to exhibit the self or that with 
which the self Js identified; the opposite of the tendency 
to avoid danger or the disagreeable by v.rithdravrl~ 

Sex 

Passive: not acting but:acted upon; r-eceptive to outside 
impressions or influences; not active or operating; quies­
cent;:; recieving or enduring vlithout resistance •. 

Passive Aggressive 

Hales 
';' 

Females: 

Denendent: 
port care 
. ' ' 

' 

relying on someone or something else for SU!J­
help or direction. 

Indenendent: absence of reliance on others for su:oport, 
care, help, or direction; self-reliant. 

Sex Dependent Independent 

Hales 

Females 
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4. Artistic: a nerson with a combination of traits. involving 
the capacity fon judgments. of design and form, indicated 
by special aptitude or talent. and acquired skill in creative 
arts•, such as. music·, drmo~ing, painting, sewing, design or 
modeling, Note---this talent should be recognized, appreciated, 
or defined as such by some other character in the script: .• 

Sex Artistic Not; Artistic 

Male 

Female• ;' ~ ' 

5·.. J.fechanical: the individual with ability to deal vrith 
mechanisms (machines., vwrking parts, tools, instruments, 
vmrks, equipment), fixing, repairing them and solving 
mechanical problems. 

Sex Nechanical Not: Nechanical 

Nale 

Female 
l 

-

6:. ··T:;;firat:ive: given to or filled ,,rith talldng; one gj.ven to. t~llring;­
unusual talkativeness; an unchecked, rambling, often foolJ.s,:, 

· sometimes· tedious tallrati Veness. 
Note: this trait should be recognized., or def'ined as such by some 
til'" ha t . tl . t 0 "er c rae er J.n 1e scrap ·•· 

Sex Excessively Talkative Not. Excessively Talkative 

Nale 
--·~ ---·~ 

Female 

7.. Sex SY):1bpl: a person i·rho is extremely attractive sex-ually; 
a person v1hos e appearance and personality are sexy (exciting 
or intended to excite sexual desire; erotic) Note---this 
trait. should be recognized, appreciated, or def'ined as such 
by some other character in the script. 

Sex Sex Symbol Not; a Sex Symbol 
. 

Hale 

Female 
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8. Supervisor: one that supervises a person, group, depart­
ment, org,gnization, or operation; such a person having 
authority delegat.ed by an employer to hire, transi'er, sus­
pend, recall, promote, assign or discharge another employee 
or to recomend such action. i. e.. executive, doctnr, lawyer, 
scientist, director, store owner 

Sex 

Subordinate_: placed in a lower order job; one sunervised; 
holding a lm·Ter or ini'erior position or ranlq laclring and 
falling unden the author1ty oi' others. i. e. secretaries, 
nurses, librarians, teachers, clerks 

Not.e---judge a character only once .unless he changes roles. 

Supervisory Position SUbordinate Position 
... 

Nale . - . ... -. 

Female . 

Signature~~---------------------------~--------------------------------
Title __________________________ _ 

Institution 
-~----------------------------------------------

Date~-~·~--------------------------------------------------------
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FORMS USED BY THE JUDGES IN THE 

DETERMINATION OF THE INSTRUMENT 

RELIABILITY 

4 75 



CONTENT AIL\LYSIS FORI-: DRPu"'T 

Directions: Use the defin;tions preceding eoch criterion 
category table to jud.:;e the major _and r.';i. ,1or chnra c ters in the 
screenplay. ),:ark a tally in t;1e appropri.:1 te box each ti.'ne a 
character e:d1ibits .a t1•nit. Judge each cnaracter for every 
criterion category possible.. · 

-~-I 

---'------~1,_,.. . Disci D~.; naxian-:---Gr:le-\·I'J::te--a4'l1±cn~i:s-~ers-d-'tsc:tpJ.:i:nlOrcYr-erlf or ces 
--- ~ ----- --- 1 

i 

---, 

l 
I 

. ----1 

______ j -·· . 

l 
1 
I 

Sex. 
f----··c 

order, •·:llo deruands and secures a high degree of' conforr.:i ty 
to rules.. (Judge only adult-cilild relotionships for this 
trait.) · 

Disciplinarian Not a Dis ciplinad.an 
. - -

Hales '&.) 5o 

Females 3,~ "!,. Jl,~ /~ /S/ /7, l..-<>_,~; ~ ' 
. 

:r-_ ... .J z~ Z (,., .1 z.. "'!~ ¥;)_.. S< . . . 

2~ Agvres.:.i ve: a tendency to forceful, outgoing action, 
charac ... "rlzed by taking the initiative, defending vigorously, 
and losing r'e>:! opportunj.ties to exl1.ibit the self or that v.rith 
\>lnicil t!Ie_ self is ide11tified; the opposite of t!1.e tendency­
to avoid danger or the dis a gr(>_ea ble by ,,,ri thdravrl.. · 

Sex 

Passive: not acting b1..1t: acted upon; receptive to outside 
impressions or influences; not active or operating; quies­
cent; l'ecieving or enduring •·:i thou t resistance. 

Passive Aggressive 

Hales ~ ~t:>. 
. 
3'1 '/() / ~/7. ~ 3~ -'I .;;, I :ur ., '7 

;,J .I 
.;l.'c; 

0 J I ' I .. _ 
~ ~ zo Z-6. 'IO ., 51 ·-~ S/ '38; ..;>~ "/ 2._.~ o/;' Females . 

~ ./ I _.) 

_J. 

3· •. Denendent: relyj.ng on someone or sometLing else for sup­
port, care, help or direction. 

for support, 

1 
: • - .• .;.<l" ~ .• 

Indenendent: · · absence of reliance on others 
c~:e '· (·elJ?..1 . .!?r. d:j,re.ctio~;. s$l.f~xeUant,., 
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4. Artistic: a nerson vith a combination o:f traits involving 
the capncity for .iudgments of desicn and form, indicoted 
by special aptitude or talent and CJcquired slcill in creative 
arts, such as rmsic, draving, nainting, sevring, design or 
modeling. Note---this talent should be recognized, aupreciated, 
or defined as such by some other character in the script. 

Sex Artistic Not Artistic .. ·. 
~ 

Nale 

Fer~ale. 
.. 

5.. Eechanicsl: the individual vi th ability to deal .vrith 
mechDnisns-· (machines, t-mrking parts, tools, instruments, 
'lwrks, eQuipment), fixing, repairing them and solving 
rned1anical ;:.•roblems • 
. . 

Sex Nechanical Hot Hech~mic0l 

- Hale 

Female 
-

6~:-±;;~i:i~ative: given to or .filled vdth talking; one giVen to tal!dng; 
unusu<;l tDllwtiveness; an unchecked, rambling, often foolisr., 
so:netir.!es· tedious tall-;:ati ven8SS •. . 
Note: this trait should be recognized., or defined as such by some 
- tl . t other character in 1e s crlp · .•. 

Talkative I Sex Excessi veJ.y Talkative Not· }~xces-s_i vely 
. 

Nale . 

Female 

7<- Sex syr;bol: a person ,.:ho is extremely attractive se:x'Ually; 
a person vllose appearance and uersonality are sexy (exciting 
or intended to exctte sexual desire; erotic)· 1-:ote----this 
trait should be recoznizecl, ·appreciated, or defined as such 
by some other character in the script. 

Sex Sex Synbol !Tot a Sex Synbol 
-

Hale u.., 
Fetlale '?;~ it. . ) 

- -· 

_ .. 



8. Supervisor: one tbat st!Dervises a person, group, deport­
ment, organizotion, or O'leration; such a person having 
authority delee;ated by. an enployer to hire, tr;Jnsfer, sus-· 
pend, recall, prorlote, assign or discharge another. employee 
or to recomond ::;uch act:Lon. i. e. executive, doctor, lav.ryer, 
scientist, director, store owner 

Subordinate: p1aced in 1:1 lm·rer order job;. one sunervised; 
holdinga-To>·ler or inferj_or position or rank; lacking and 
falling under the authority of others~ i. e. secretaries, ____ ·_ 

--\--c---'---~·n.,.,u,..;rcs._e.s_,_libl"a-L'-~a-n.s-,---t'etl-ehers~hrrl·cu 

I. 

1 
I 

--- __ _.. 
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I 
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I 

.. Note---judge a character only once unless·he changes roles • 
-

Sex Supervisor;,;: Position SUbordinate Position 
-~ 3'_.~ :::; .a.(;,. .J ~~ :<:I -::.:, ij 1-;, ~ ~· .-:.. r .... u ... ~ 7/ <-< ...s 

Nale - I 
- --·---.....-------· ~I • 7;-~--;-/1--"i ."3 / 7$~-T$:; i "; q 
Female i. l '{ t (..~ z../ 'II .t/S 1/.S: , J ~ . / _ _, "./ .;t's :1->. .z.? J7¥'u. </z -_,'/-~() 

- / ';/ 
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. CONTENT AlL'ILYSIS FORJ-! DRAFT -

• Directions: Use the defin,tions preceding eoch crite-rion 
category table to judge the major and r.'ti. :1or ch:;~racters in. the 
screenplay, Eark a tally in tlw appropriate box each ti~1e a 
character exhibits a trait• Judge each c;laracter_ for every 

---+~----l•---Dis.ci-Dl-i-niJ-l:'-:lcan+--ene-\·.'l'le----a.d.min±s-lYe:rs-d:ts-ciu-];:tne-:-or---enforces 
--J ordel;-;- 1·lho de:iiands and. secures a high degree of coru~or~:i ty 

criterion· category possible,. 

------1 
----1 -· 

to rules.. (Judge only adult-child. relationships for this 
trait) 

r---------- . 7 'Zi~;;t;·:~ ·Dis ciplin.ilr4an Sex Disciplinarian 
-----

Hales 
:J.,.3o 

J:<'emales 'f. it,. t'f:,lf:,,1,'2-o,n, "''t.~~, 'J."f, 

)i-. L/S, 5• 

2 •. 

Sex 

·_ 

Ag.ro:res~j_vR~ a tendency to forceful, outgoing action. 
cr;-aracteri'Zed by taking the initiative' defending vj_gorously' 
and losing fe'.·r opiJortul1ities to exhibit the sGli' or that vith 
\•Thicl1 t!w self is identif:i.ed; t!1e o;Jposite of tiw ten·iency 
to avoid danger or the disagr·:;eable by ,,rfthdrawl. 

Passiv~: not acting but. act8d upon; receptive to outside 
impressions or influences; not active or operating; qu:i.es­
cent; recieving or enduring 1·:i thou t resi!.' tance. 

Aggressive 
. . 

Nales 

I · Passive 

Females i,S";?-•,:?.f,uo, '1·1· 

3 •. 

Sex 

. 

D2nehdent: relying on so;;; cone or some thing else for sup­
port;-"'Ca're, help or direction. 

IndeTJendent: · absence of- reliance on others for sunport, 
care, Wp, or direction; sclf··roliant. 

. 
Dependent Inde:Jenc lent 

Hales 'b' '-!7 ~7, ~7 Je: 
. ' '11 

f¥/0 '-17 jY, Jl, 3:J ,··y"', J-"2--, 
}'em ales I I 

------~------ --
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4. Artistic: a l'Jerson 1·rith a combination of traits involving 
the cppacity for. judgments of desi~,;n and form, indicated 
by special aptitude or talent and acquired skill in creative 
arts, such as music, drmving, painting, se~:ing, design .or·. 
modelinG. Note---this tulent sl,ould be recocnized, apprecio ted, 
or defined as such by some other character in the script. 

. . 
Sex Artistic Not Artistic 

. 

Hale 

5 •. 

Female 

J-;echanical: the individual \•li th ability to deal· \·!i th 
mech<:misms. (ma Cc1ines, vrorking parts, tools 1 instruments 1 
1vorks, equipment), fixing, repairing them and solving 
mechanic·al 11roblems. 

, 

3 Sex Hechanicc:l Not Nechanic<Jl 

Nale 

J Female 
1 

6:~--T·;:;il~ative: given to or filled v.rith talking; one giVen to tallcing; 
unusual talkativeness; an unchecked, rambling, often foolish, 
sometimes tedious. talkatiVeness,. . 
Note: this: trait: should be recognized, or defined as such by sor~e 
"t'- ha t' ri t 0 :!Cr c raccer ~n il€ sc ]} ·•· 

Sex Excessively Talkative Not Excessively Talkati.ve 

Hale 
. 

-----· . 

Female 

. 

7.. Sex svnbol: a person \·rho is extremely attractive se:;..:ually; 
a person vrhose appearance and personality are sexy (exciting 
or intended to excit2 sexual desire; erotic) r:ote-·--this 
trait should be recornizod, apprecioted, or defined as such 
by some other charact?r in the script. 

Sex I Sex Symbol Not 0 Sex Symbol 
s, 32., .. 

Halo 
?;'\ 

. . 

~~-
Fer.wle 



8. Supervisor: one that supervises a person, rroup, depart­
ment, orr;.Jnization, or operation; such a person h11vine 
authority delegated by an e:c.ployer to hire, transfer, sus­
pend, recall, promote, assign or dis charge another. er;ployee . 
or to recon::end such action. i. e. executive; doctor, law'Yer, 
s cien tis t, director, store O\·.'ner 

Subordinate: placed in a lm·rer order job; one sunervise.d; 
holding a lo\mr or inferior position or rank; laclcing and 
falling under tl1e authority of othe,.,s. i. e. secre_t_arLes_,, ___ _ 

---!-------nurses' rilSrarians' teachers' .clerl~s 

Note---judge a chnracter only once unless·he changes roles. 
-

Sex Supervisory PosH ion Subordinate Position 
;2i G, !>' -..~, ,.::;, 7,-JS, -t-f;?(p .2.·/1 'i~ 

Ha1e .· 
.. . . .. . .. . 

"• .. "". 

Female 
~ /'1, ].0 11-1,:?./1 1(-(

1 
f3 ·'j·7, "1,11, IJ, I.>, /0/lf,'>(J, >-1;>-.r;:z.G, 

J1, 3/ .jo,<li!..t'/ .. f Y"' · 
. 

-------~----1 



CONTENT AJL'\LYSIS FORE DRA.."'T 

• Directions.: Use the de fin 1 tions preceding ench criterion 
category table to jude;e the major and rd. nor characters in tlle 
screenplay. Earl<: a tally in the appropriate box each ti::qe a 
character exhibits- a trait. Judge each ci1a1•acter for every 
criterion catep,ory possiblG!. 

---~_c ___ _'l~··~~D~i~s~ci ol:!.na ria n : one i·lho adil'.inics-t@-r-s-E!-i-s-ei-or1rre---ol'Ell1for ces 
_ j or-der; >·:ho de3iands and secures a high degree of conformity 

- 1 to rules. (Judge only adult-,CiliJJ relationships for this 
I trait) 

' 
i 

-1 
i 

1 

' 
1 
! 
i 
i 

- -1 

j 

------l 
j 

-j 
-· 

Se:x: Disciplinarian Not a Disciplinarian 
---- .. -- • 

NaJ.es 2-- . - -I . 

},em ales q It i > \i (S f'/) ')_O 1')..2- I 1- 'J;""4 
-· 

. <'\~ 1. q! 1.,b, ')'!. 1-f{ 5"6, --

2,. Agr:ressive: a t<i?ndency to forceful, outgoing action, 
cllar<Jccerized by t'-lking the initiaUve, defending vigorously, 
and losing fc•..r oD;:;ortunities to eY.hibj_t the self or thnt ~<rith 

·,·lhich tne-:;elf is-icientified; the o:.>posite of the tendency 
to avoid danger or the disagreeable by idthdrmvl. 

. Sex 

Passive: not acting bpt. acted upon; receptive to outside 
impressions or influences; not actiVe or operating; quies­
cent; recieving or enduring vritl:.out resistance, . 

Passive Aggressive 
. 

}:ales '{:1 ~o, ·A~4", I ?,t ''\> "~) ~'/5, ~~I qo 
I I . --p /,1-o,~\)1-,_ 1'-\Tit"fc;, .. / ~ Q ~~ l{2 ~-3 

-- ' 
Fenales .. 

Js 
1 

, 1 _1 1 ' 

L 3.. De:E?£:2dent: relyint; on so:r,eone or some thing else for sup-
Port care h.elo_ or direction. 

l 
1 

l 

. ' ' 
IndeDendent: abser:ce of reli<Jnce on others for su:9port, 
care; help, or direction; self'-relicmt. 

Se:x; Derlendent Independent 

Hales 1) ) ·l1 ' ') <i ,~'1 j ~~) 't"''l 
-

{ ,o t-\'1 ~ ,;,1)>>,"!>&)~!.-/z.l J.l'7,. Females 
- -I __)_ 

. 



• 

! 

' 
- --

1 

. -

1 

:tt j. ·_ 

4. Artistic: a nerson vith a combination of traits involving 
the cup<:lci ty for j-udgments of design and form, indicnted 
by special aptitude or talent and .acquired sldll in creative 
arts, such CJS music, dr<:Ming, pain't;ing, savring, ·design or 
modeling. J.:ote---this talent sbould.be recocni<;ed, apprecinted, 
or defined as such by some other charncter in the script. 

Sex Artistic Not Artistic 

Nale -·. 

5 •. 

Female 
-. 

l,:echanical: the individual 1vith ability to deal ;.;ith 
mechanr:sliS (machines, vrorking parts, tools, ins tl'UJT:ents, 
works, equipment), fixing, repairing them and solving 
mec!1anic-al t'roblems. 

. 
. 

Sex Hechomical Hot: Hechanic31 

. -· Hale . 

Female 
t _l 

-~ 

6~- ·;r;~;ikative: gi:ren to or filled 1·rith tail:::in1;; one ~ive:: to. t,~l!;:ing; 
·unusual tall::atlveness; an unchec_l-ced, rambllng, o:f ... en .~.oolls.,, 
so~nctirrws tedious talka ti vcness ,. . 
Note: this. trait should be recognized., or defined as such by some 
- t tt . t other elm rCJc er ln 1e scrlp -·· 

. 

Sex Excessively 1'alkative Not. E;wes si vely Talkative 

Nale 
·-----

Female 

. 

7 •. Sex svr;bol: a )larson vrho is extremely attrncti ve sexual1y; 
a person 1·Ti1ose appearance and personality are sexy (exciting 
or intended to excite s eX'J.al desire; erotic) Hote--·,--this 
trait should be recofnizcd, cp:;recinted, or defined .as such 
by some other charncter in the script, 

. -
Sex Sex Symbol Not <l Sex S;mbol 

3l) 
.. 

Halo 

Fm~ale )1) t( 7~) 
. -- -----



8. Sunervisor: ·one that sunervises a person, p:roup, deport­
.ment, or:sanization, or oneration; such a person having 
authority delegated by an er.ployer to hire, tr<Jnsfer, sus-:­
pend, rec<:~ll, pror.1ote, assign or dischqrge anothel'. err;ployee 
or to recomend such action. i. e. executive, doctor, lawyer, 
scientist, director, store ovmer 

Subordinate: ploced in a l01·rer order job; one sunervised; 
holding a lO\·rer or inferior position or ran!q laclring and 
falling under the authority of others. i. e. secretaries, 
nu.rses, librarians, tea che.r.sc,~cl.e-1'-lc-s . 

_ _J __ ~---=~­
·Note---judge' a character only once unless-he changes roles. - - 1 

l 
J 

-1 

I • 

l 
I 
I 

J 
! 

I 
[ 

I 

~· 

Sex Supervisory Position Subordinate Position 

'}_$, ( t;; 261 2'7) ~L. ~· ,$ rt 'IS} -:z:.G; 271 Lfr'_; - -. 

.. Hale - I I ·· · 

Female ·7;. rl5 1.0) 1..1 1 LJI) Lf~1 lf~) 1;13, ~ tf1 t/1 
111 Pj rrc1 

1 ~ zc;, 21J 

2. ?..7 Yl 1-fCI '2.. 2tj; ~I .I ) 

'N 

Signature~. -'-'f2~~!:k:>S{~..i::::.f~-~J~JM..u-W~· ·L--'-----'~----'---
Title~--41-t:~\,.)~-A~ u.·~p~· scl~.e_ jU~ 
Ins ti tu tion~-~u~· ~AI,-~·dj <> f fa c, ,E c: · 

DateAe~-~--~·--~~~~~~~2~~~--ry~L'------------~~----~------~----------~ 



1 
_j 

1 

j 

CONTENT. AlHLYSIS FORI-: DRAFT 

o I 

Directions: Use the defin1tions preceding ench. criterion 
c:>tegory table to judge the major and r::i. nor characters in the 
screenplay. !~a:r:: a tally in t::e appropriate box en ch time a 

_character exhibits a trni t. Jud~:;e each cilnr\)cter for every 
criterion category possibl'"·· · 

· 1. Disci ol; nJriun: one 1-!l1Q_adm.in:ics-te.l:'s'---d4csc±prrnec-LJT enforces. 
---+,----~---iorffiraer", \·:ho de:nands and secures a .hig!1 degree of confor!dty 

- == 1 to rules.. (Judge onl:;r adu1tMci1ild relationships for this 
\ trait) 

.-'----

- -1 
1 

-i 
j 

1 

-

Sex. Disciplinarian }lot- a Disciplinarian 
---------~·--- ~· -

Nales -~30 

Females ~0 ' I 
/~ ~ 1'/' '6 J7. ;,.v I. >--.. l-'1· 

.. 
I ,; i' . _,., " 

i.(, 2;7 .:!>.'3 <K .,--., 

2 •.• lll:-.r:ressive~ a tendency to forc!?ful, outgoir:g action,· 
chal~a.c-ceri.zed· by ta~\:ing the j_hi tiati ve, defending ·vigorously, 
and losing fe-r;r op:)ortun~LtieG to eX:.~ibit the-self or that 'Hith·· 
\·rhicil tD.e self is- identiiied; the opposil:;e of the tendency 
to avoid danger or the disagreeable by ,,rithdr,"n-il. 

Passive: not acting but acted uoon: recentive to outside 
impressions or influences; not acti \'e. or- operating; quies­
cent; recievj_ng or enduring -vri thout resistance • 

. 

Sex Passive Aggressive 
1. 

3. 

Hales -'F; 3 'b .5 '1 - 'IO ~"/ I, 4 3r .37 ~ z:-;,.,. 

1 / . / ·/ } / .. ' / '/ 

/.) !) '-/-.) ;:;; _sj j? +i z.;4~ Females ~0·.~ ~:..... liOiJ -"". <I .. 
/ / ./ ' ./ c, '11 I . ' / ' ' 

)' 

Dener:dent: relying on so:r,eone or soee thing else for sup­
pol't, c-ar·e, help or direction •. 

Indenendent: absence of reliance on others for support, 
Cci'?e, helP";" or direction; self-reliant. 

Sex Denendent I Ind~pendent 

Hales 
y •·17 .) ?, lJ 8/ •I "! 

I 

Females ~/O, ~- f"-1 4-7 ~J(, ?9 47 

-·· L- ---



i 

- ------

' I . ____ ..J 

. 

I 

4~ Artistic: · 3· person ,,rith a co:nbi.nation ·Of traits involving 
the cap!lcity for judgments of dcsir:n and forn, indicated 

Sex 

by special aptitude or talent ana acquired skill in creative 
arts, such as music, draHing, painting, sevring, design or 
madeline;. I:ote---tbis talent shoulcl.be recocnized, appreciated, 
or defined as such by some other character in the script. 

Artistic Not: Artistic 

Hale . 

. . Female 

. 5 •. Eechanical: the individual 1vith ability to deal vrith 
mecl1anisus · (mac!2ines, vmrking parts, tools, instr'uments,. 
1mrlcs, equi;Jment·); fixing, repairing them and solving 
mechanical ,:,r:oblems • 

l 

. 

Sex Hech@nic'il Not Nechanical 

Nale . 

. 

Female I 
6 •. ·T~-il~;n:~e: ;;i ven to or filled v.ri th talking; one given to talld.ng; 

unusuaftal:~ativeness; an uncheclmd, rambling, oi'ten ;f.oolis!:, 
scrnetines tedious talkati ver..ess. . . . 
Hote: this troi t should be recognized., or defined as such by some 

~· ot'er cttaracter in t'·e scriut ~J . d •. --
Sex Excessively T3lkative 1~rot Excessively Talk3tive 

-
Hale 

Female 
. 

7 •. _ §._e:z s~1bol·: a !)erson ·Kl-:.o is extremely· att.r3cti~Je seAualJ.y~ 
a p_erson _1:lhose arn:earance and personality are sexy (excitillg 
or intended to e;:cite seXllal desire: ··erotic) r;ote---this 
trait should be . reco.=:Ilizcd, .:;p·;_1~eci6ted, or defined as such 
by some. other cheracter j_n the script. 

Sex Se:;c Symbol r;ot a -Sex. Sy:'lbol 
.. 

Nale .32-
/ 

Female g 7 -
ll.'"z_ . / 

.. 

------- .. L-

.. 



1 
i. 

8. Sunervinor: one that supervises a person, sroup, depart­
ment, ort;~mization, or operation; nuc!1 a ·]Jerson hnvinr; 
authority delegated by an et:ployer to hire, transfer, sus­
pend, recall, promote, assign or discharGe another_ employee 
or to recomend such action. i. e. executive, doctor, lawyer, 
scientist, director, store mmer .. -· 

Subordinat~: placed in a lm·rer order job; one sunervised; 
holding a ·loHer or inferj_or position or rank; lacl~ing and 
i'alling under the autllori ty of others. i. e~ secretaries,, ___ _ 

---~ ______ ,...n..,u,.,r_.,s"'e~s ,__libral:'i<Jl'ls-,-te.ael~ers-, -.crerlr 

1 

-l 

1 
j 
' ' 1 

I 
-1 

1 

1 

l 
j 

. 

~ 

Note---judge a character only once unless-he changes roles. 

Sex Superv-;socy Position Subordinate Position 
"2-- -3 '+2-) 2..-;~- 7 ./~ ?-<;"2-t, .,_l .;. s-/ / \J J J Hale . - . 

,I ·-'-· / / . _,.. . • /' •••• ' <0 

Female 1, F6 ~C' ':z.._.,) "7, </-( .;e <J-3, < 3,.,..5, 7 '7: 11-13,,>115 ~--:>{:ll,l-7 
I j / . ~ ,,;) .~ o"./ • ., / -" 7 '/ ., 

) I . /_ 
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'QUESTIONNAIRE 
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I 

i 
1 

-~ 

I 

NAME:----------~~--------~--~~~~-----------last first 

SCHOOL: JUDAH RANG:lO VILLA EACIEIC-------
(circle your school's name) 

TEArnER:----~~----~-------.~----~------------(:write your teacher·1s last name) 

SEX: 

DIRECTIONS: 

Special 

VALE FE11ALE 
(circle one) 

This is ~r short quiz to help me undanstand how 
those who se.e this film fael a.bout some of' tl1e 
actions in. it. It. has: nothing_ to do· with the 
grades you recieve in school. Your teacher 
will .. not. see· the results. 

Directions ... for Element.al"Y Children .. I will read 
aloud one question at:a time.. After· I read a 
question please put an. X in front; of the one 
answer you think is ~·· Do !!£! .. mark both ansvrers. 
Be. sure to mark one answe for each question .. 

Special Dir ecUons for· College Students~ Pleas a complete 
=;:::.:::=""-..=:.=:;,th.;:· :.::e:..::.:: ques"Honnaire as quick!y as you c·an, Se1eb:t 

EXAHPLE: 

'Only;· ·one- answe;i-· for· 'EI.a:cll" questi'.(on. ·,:Thti~<fllestidns 
·ane· 'IIF.t'j;t t9p: on 'lln ~.lemcim t" cy:. 'level.. Respond! to 
them at. face value.. Answelf evevy- question., 

The people in this film who most often wore dresses 
were the males X females? - -· 



1. The people in the film who most often made beautifUl things 
were the females: males? - -

2. The people in the film who were most often ~ble to :fix broken 
things were the _remales _males? . 

3. In the film the people who mast· often were not the leaders 
at work were the females males? - --

lt. The people in the film who most o:ften "talked all the time" 
were the _!]Jales _females? 

5. The people in the film who most often werre not excited 
about doing things were the ___females ___ males? 

6w In this film the people who most. of'ten were eane<t :for by 
othell's 'I'Tere the males females:? - -

7.. In the film the children were disciplined mostt often by 
the _females _males? 

B.. In this film the people ivho most often had. "se:xy good looks" 
'\ITere the _females --'-males? 

9.. In the film the persons who most often •·:are the best artists 
\1ere the _._males _females? 

10. In this film the persons who most often were able to make 
machines work vTere the males• :females·? - --

11. In this film the people who most o.ft•en ivere not: tile bosses 
on the jobs were the _D!ales _.females? 

12.. In the film the nersons who most. o:ften were too talkative 
were the __ males: _females? 

13. In the film the people vrho most often were too calm about 
things. were the _males .females? 

lit. In the film the people who most o:ften depended on others 
were the ___ females ___ males? 

15. The children in the film •rere made to obey mast often by 
the _males _f'emales? 

16. In this f'ilm the people who most often had 11se:xy }:lodies"' 
vrere the females males? - -
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A GWDY OF SELI~Cr.2ED 

HALT DISNEY SCREENPLAYS A1JD F'IL::c; i'\lJD T:IE S~'JmEOTYPTtm 

OF '!';IE ROLE OF TEF, FBiiAJ...E 

DIRECTIONS: PJ.ease critically e:""nuine each question: b~~m; .and 
malta a judcment concerning its relevance to the hypothesis 
'Hhia.'l :lt .fo11cws9. 

i·Ialt Disney screenplays and i'ill!ls po:~.·tray tJ1e .female as the 
disciplinarlan o:f' the children. 

lo .J.n the iT!m the childl•en vere disciplined ntost often by 
the Hen vtomen? 

2., The c'1Tffcl:ccn"""in the i'ill~ 1·!ero nude to obey most of'ten by 
the '\Wmen men? 

3.. L:1. 'Ghe i'ill::1 tiie-childrcn were l:lade to behave l:lost oft<m 

4 •. 

by the men women? - --· 
The 
the 

chi1d.t•en :tn the film 
\vomen men? -- ---> 

were co!'l•octed most often by 

questions 
Ho 

is relevant to the hypothesis,. 

·--
Suggest0d modificnt:i.ons~. ----~-,~~-·~---- ,--------

... ,. 

the fcr.1ale as pass:lVe.c~ 

1. t~·1o 

2. 

3~ 

4-. 



T'ne entire set of' t11len i;i-ol1S is relevant to the hypothesis. 
-.r, c:!- V T"~' • 
~e., . ..o·---~ 

Suggested modifications -- -
m,othes.=h§.. zm-ee. 

lialt D:Lsney screenplays and :f:l.lr::s s}l.CllT the i'er:Jale as dependent 
-----c------llP-OJl_o_thera_j'!llt-suppo~t,-ca~e,-l:lekp-or-dY'eGct1en.,~----------

---- -=--~ 

1. The people in the :film thnt nost oi'ten needed help :from 
others ·t-rere -tl:e fer:talos 11olcs? 
In thir; .fib the-1Jcioplc 1-1:1o r::ost of'ten '\vere cared i'or by 
otlu;rs 1~rerc t1"1a tlales f'el::'lales? , 
In this J":'ilz~ the -p8op1o 'l'rl:'o "bost often dcmcr'ded on others 
'vera the :fermles - :'lales? .~ .·" 
The people in the i'i";Ii;;-..;.n:o t:os.t o:p0:~-1 rolyed n others 
v<ere l~he males femflles? . . -"'"'<iO 

.... ---.... - /~{i 

The entire set of CIU{')S tior..s is relovant to tLe hypothesis. 
Yes v r~o .. - ..... ,. ,_......._ -1 

_j 

\;;~-El 1 t Disney s c:reo!)lays and f•i 11~1s depict the fenale ns nrtts tic o 

~rh.e entire set oi?~ !"'lest:tons ~is relovGJnt to the hypothesi~ •. 
"'1' - ' .• :.r..es !'.O __ ......,_ __ ... ,_...._ 



li'ITnotiles:i.s Five 
~·-··a;__._,._ _ _._ 

i·1alt Disney screenplays and .films picture the f'ern.::1les .. as being 
:l.n.ferior to the t:ale in pcr.forning uechanical repairs, 

lo The ueonle in t~w fil:u ".·rho r:lOGt often '·rere the best mechanics 
'"ere- the males females? 

2.. In the .ffbi=t~le peonle '\>lho 1>rere most o.ften good at repair:l.ng 
t:1in_gs ,.~re.r-e the· - 1:enales: tn.alen? 

--~----~3~Tne people m tl:Ie :rn.m ;.rho '1-iere~i"~ .. ,~oo~"''itc-: --::o"f"t:-:ec::n::---ca"'b"'l'e=-·---;,:t=-o--z.f'"'i.x-=.=--"b=-=r=-=o::'il-:-re::-:u=---
thincs \1ere males :fem~~les? 

l.r.,. In the filn t"fie people 111ho 1-re1<e r"ost often able to make 
machines ,,~orlr _,,rere tJ:~a fem.ttles nales? - -

The entire set of' r;p;wstions is relevant to the hypothesis. 
Yes v- No 

SUI:V'CS ted. tJodif'icn tion-- , ___ .. 
~ ·----~*-----~~--~~-----~--------------------

1.-Ialt Disney sc:eeenplays and fillll );JOJ:.•tray tho :rer::ale ::.~s being 
excessively tnlkative. 

l. Tho people :!.n the film 1vho t1ost often tolked more than 
they needed to were the 11ales fer:JaJ.es'i' 
In the .filln the persons Vh.O vmre most often too tulkative 2 ... 
-vJo.r-e- tl1e i\~Elales 1:1.:.1Ies? 
~10 n~o"1 c, .r,·1. th~ ·r·-·~~,;""':.,t,o "'O"t Ol~{·en 11tnll:ed a1_1 __ t:.,e t:ir1e 11 ' · ,,u ±•-'" .J... ·''v •· -~--· ,,._. '" .., v •• - .. -· -
'-JOX'G t!:18 ncles fe1:1ales"Z 
T~t t} .. "S ~~ f~llc' .!...\"......_ ..,. .. ~.o' <-'lS T,T'?·~o "''1"'"\<":'t o"'t·~n tr-l'· ... ed .l,no '\'>'1.1n}-.. ,·ore .... •··-~ -· .• !,.,," L''-"-- ~ l '"· --·-•' J. _, ,,_ L <.-" "• ,..,.._. " 
the :e·emales nales? -· -



f 
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Walt Disney screenplays and :films picture the :f.'er.:wle as a 
sex symbol .. 

!l<:t_cz! 0~1J.pns for i'(Y.pot£~i£l Sev~ll 

1., The people in this f'iln 1.r:·:o were ~~~Hl:l\Yu nost often were the 
females males? 

-~ 2.. m·this rnr1'th: neoPle vho most o.f",;en had 11se:l\Y good looks" 
'\Jer-e tha :l!filcs- - fomalGs? 

--------1+----------;3-~---!!~he~peopi-e f.'1---th,,1 m:i:rr-,.,110 could r;os1;0i'tei11le called lfse:xy" 
<¥ere the .fctwles males? 

I lt.. Tn tho fim·ths people '.-Iho most often had nse:lq bodies" 
~·rere the males females? 

-1· The entire set o:f _q_:z. 'es~ns is relevant to the hypothesis .. 
Yes· no 
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Suggested modii'ications ______________ , ___ . ___ , ___ , ____ ,. 

~------------·--·~----------·!·-·------·-------

tfalt Disney screenplays and films depict the f'emaJ.e :i.n business 
and the prof'essions :tn subordinate :roles. 

leaders 

de c:ls-ions 

bosses 

orders 

~1uggor;; tod r-:od1i'iGD ti.ons --·--·-·-· ..... ~ .... ~-~~-·------· ~-·,-~..,. ....... ---... 
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CONTENT VALIDATION OF TIIE QUESTIONHAL"\E FOR 

A STUDY OF SELECTED 

WALT DISNEY SCREENPLAYS AND FILHS AND THE STEREOTYPING 

OF TilE ROLE OF Til?:: FP.HALE 

DIRECTIONS: Please critically examine each question· .. below arid 
make a judgment concerning its relevance to the hypothesis 
which it follm·rs •. 

Hypothesis One 

\'1alt Disney screenplays. and films portray the female as the 
disciplinarian of the children •. 

Set of Questions for Hyncithesis One 

In. the film. the children :i-rere disciplined most often by 

2 •. 
the. _Hen ----~wmen? . . 
The children in the film. ~·rere made to obey inost often by 

. the · i•romen r~en? 
In. the film the children vrere made to behave most often 
by the men vomen? 

· l1... The children in. the film v1ere corrected most often by 
the _women ---'TJJen? 

The entire· set of questions is relevant to the hypothesis. 
Yes .....- No 

--,-'.-~ 

Suggested modifications 

Hynothesis Ti·ro 

' Halt Disney screenplays and films picture the female as passive. 

Set of .Clues tions for Eynothes ::.s. 1'1·.'0 

1 •. · In. the. film. the oeonle i•lho most often· acted lifeless vlere the. 
males femcdes? · · · · 

2• In this film the people i·J!w nost often \·rere not eager to 
do things ,,.1ere the fer.1<1les males? 

3.. The peo)1le in the fill:1 wj1o rno'S't" often i·rere not excited 
about doing things i·lere the males females? 

4.. In tile film the. ]Jeople vlho nCi'S"t often v:ere too _calm 
about things l·rere the _fel'loles _ _males'/ ·· 
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The entire set of questions ~s relevnnt to the hypothesis •. 
Yes !../'" No . .._ __ 

Suggested modifications~------------~----------------------

Hypothesis Th~~ 

'\iial t Disney screenplays· and films shm'r ·the female' as dependent 
~~---:--· up_on~o.thers-for:_support,-cuxe,,-he.kp-o.r-d-i-l'eG-t;kon-.-. ---·---'=-----'---__:-~ 

Set of Questions for Hypothesis Three 

1 •. 

2 •. 

3·-

'+ •. 

The people in the film tl1at.nost often nzeded help from 
others 1·1ere the femnles males'< 
In this film. the neople 'Hho 'm'OS't often \•!ere cared for by·· 
others. \•!ere. the - males ' females? ' 
In this film the people 1vii'Olnos t often depended on others· 
\•Tare the fer:wles males? 
The people in the fiiiilvlho nost. often relyed on others 
were· the __ !nales _.females?-

The entire set of questions is r.elevant to the hypothesis. 
- "'.T'r-.. <' ~_/ ~">T" · ~t;,.;;.~ .nv,__ __ 

j ·Suggested. modifications ____ _,._._ ______________ _ 

I 
l 

Hynothesis · Fo..:s£. 

1ifalt Disney screeploys and films depict the female as artistic. 

Set .. of Ccluestions for Hynothesis Four ..~' . 

1 •. The people in the film vrho most often made beautiful .things 
were the males females? . • . 

2 •. In the filii1t11e ner'SCi!ls 1·rl1o most often ':Jere the best artists 
vrere the fenaies males? 
The peopl~ost oftei1""Eood at art (sm·,:;.ng, danc_;_ng, painting 
and music) vrere tile rnal·es females? 
In tiw film the people ;,.rho moS'toften decorated thines It •. 
1vere tile males females? - -

• 
The entire set of questions is reJ.evnnt to the hypothesis. 

Yes v- No 

Suggested modifications ________________________ ~--~----·-----
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Hyoothesis Five 

i~alt Disney screenolays and films picture the :females .as being 
inferior to the male in performint:; mechanical repairs • 

. Set of OUcstions :for Hypothesis Five 

.1 •. 

2. 

4 •. 

The people in the film i·rho most o:ften vrere the best mechanics 
i·rere · tl1e males females? 
In the film the peo!lle i•rho \·Jere most .. o:ften good at repairing 
things i·rere the females males? . . · · 
The people in the filnLi·rho_:\Te'r"e_i:ws-Lol'-t@ll_al:J:be-tG-f'-i'X-lH.>elwri-· ---· -· 
things ':!ere · males · females? 
In the :film tiie. peoplewho ',·rere nost o:ften able to make 
machines 1·10rk <·rere the _females _;;_;males? 

The entir.e set of questions is relevant to the hypothesis. 
Yes v No 

SU.gges ted modi:fica tion. ______ -_:_-_-_------.,--'--...-...-----~ 

Hynothesis Six 

1tlalt Disney scr~enplays and film portray the :female as being 
excessively talkative. 

1.. The people in tl1e film vho most often talked more than 

2 •. 

3~ 

4 •. 

· they needed to Here the males. females? 
In. the· film the persons ):JiiQ. 1·1ere most often too talkative 
vrere the females males'? . · · . 
The .peopleTn the film 1·:ho most often "talked all the time 11 

i•lere the males females? 
In this · fil.r.1 the oE:i"r'Sons vrho most often talked too much \·Jere 
the females - males? - --

The entire set of questions is relevant to the hypothesis. 
Yes ._..... No._.,......_ 

Suggested modifications ____________________________________ _ 
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Hypothesis SeVen 

t-Ealt Disney screenplays and films picture the female as a 
sex symbol.. 

Set of Ouestions for Hynot:·wsis Seven--

1. The people j_n this. fi1rn vrho were •tse:xy" most often 1:1ere the 
femaJ.es maies? 

2 •.. In this fill'l tl1e JJeonJ.e ':rho most often had 11sezy good looks 11 

. vrere the . males- - fr £Cm~·~a~l~e~s~?~..-:o--==-=~-:-:c;:;:::-:-~=--=,--,-::-:;~;:-:.:=:::r;---c'­
---f'~· ---c--~---c~3..--The people in fhe f1Jin . \•Tho could r1os.t often be called "sexy" 

-- ~j vlere the · females males? 
! lr.. . In the film the people Hho most often had "sexy bodies 11 · 

j 1·rere the _males _females? 
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The entire set of auestions is relevant to the hypothesis. 
·Yes v No ---

Suggested. modifications..:.·-----------------'---'-

ID:Eo~hesis Eight 

· Halt Disney screenplays and films depict the. :female in business 
and the !;Jrofessions in subordinate roles •. 

Set of QUestions for Hynotll_esj_s Eipht 

1 •. 

2 •. 

3 •. 

lr •. 

'>( 

In the film· the people 1·1h6 most often 1-rere~the 
at. v!ork '\-lore the ____ men _ ,,romen? ~.~ ""' 
The people. in the film 1-rho L1os t often,.. madre the 
at vork1·1ere the __ ,.;omen _men? ~0·,.-

In the film the ueonle ';!ho most often were the 
. - - (\ 

the jobs \·tere the _. _men _,·:omen? o,J "o' 
The people in the film ':Iho most often gave the 
worlc 1·rere the _11omen _pen? ~'> · 

leaders 

decisions 

bosses on 

orders at 

/ 

The entire set of aues tions is relevant t.o the l1ypothesis. 
Yes v-· No ---

Suggested modifications 
---------~------~---------------



i. r . 
' 

y .· 

r _y 
-- ---1 

I 
I 

-~ 

j 
I-
' 

i 
I 

- -1 
I 
i 
j 

-----~ • 



r 
j 

l 
1 

CONTENT VALIDATICN OF TilE. QUESTIONNAIRE FOR 

A STUDY OF SELECTED 

WALT DISNEY SCREENPLAYS AND FIIJ<!S AND TirE STEREOI.rYPING 

OF THE ROLE OF THE FF'.J·!ALE 

DIRECTIONS: Please critically examine each question-.below.arid 
make a judsment concerning its relevance to·· the h~rpotllesis · 
which it follO\·rs. · 

Hypothesis One 

\.;alt Disney screenplays and films portray the female as .the 
disciplinarian of the children •.. 

Set of Questions for Hypothesis One 

1 •. 

2. •. 

J .. 

_lt .•• 

In the film the children \•Jere disciplined most often by 
the Nen ':mmen? 
The children :en tl1e film 1~ere made to obey most often by 
the i·romen · ·men? . 
In the film ti.ie"children were made to behave most often 
by the _men _ ~-":omen? 

The children in the l~ilm \•lere corrected most often by 
the _,vomen __ men?. 

The entire set of questions is relevant to the hypothesis. 
Yes_L_ · No __ 

Suggested modifications __________ -'--~------'-~-

Hyoothesis Tiw 
. 

. vfalt Disney screen)llays and films picture the female as passive. 

Set of Oues tions for Eynothcs::.s 1'1:i0 

1 •. In. the film the people \·Tho. most oftelLacted lifeless vrere the 
males females? 

In this film the people \·rho nost often ·1-1ere not eager to 
do things were the . females mGles? . · 
7he people in the fiTrli' vlilo most""" often Here not excited 
about doing thines i·Tere the ·males females? .. 
In t;w !~lm the people 'Hho mO'St often """Were t'(_o ~calm/ 

· about tm.ngs i-rere the fcr.wles r.wles? .. ---- ---"·· -· -
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The entire set of questions ts relevant to the hypothesis, 
Yes vNo __ _ 

)., '{' ·II 

. Suggested modifi C<l tions ffl <:..~, , fMl-rJ..:I:- j:;;t.;;, (r.__. . 

&f@C, _ , ·· r.,m~,,k ~ wb-4:.-f ~ .. 00'< , *"~" 1 
Hypothesis-Three 

~·falt Disney screenplays and. films shoi·r the fenale as dependent 
---+~---:--~J10n--Other:s--4'o.r~sup:?_Gr--t-,~Ga.J.>G-r-he±Ji~e~d4.-reet~ien.. ~~~ 
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--- ---~-
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Set of Questions forHY]?othesis Three. 

.1 •. 

2 •. 

3 •. 

The-people in the film that r.1ost often nseded help from 
others 1·1ere the females . males? 

· In this film· the people 1·1ho mast often \·/ere · cared for by 
others 1·1ere the males females:? 
In this film the wcmle ;,ri'iO"'"'mos t often depended on others: ·. 
~~ere the females·· . males? 
The peoplein the film ~,rho r.1ost often r:elyed. on ot:o1ers 
were· the. ___111ales _females?· 

The entire set ofquestions is relevant to the hypothesis. 
Yes _ «'~iq __ _ 

lfEalt Disney screeplays and films depict the feme1le as artistic. 

Set of Questions for Hvnothesis · FO"o:l:'·<: 

1. The people in the film \•rho most often made beautiful .things 
---~·,.rere-th m·:rles females? . • 

In the film tile per'S'Cills 1·Tho most often \•rere the best artists 
"rere the females males? 

3.. The peoJ;lef:iost often cood at art (se•·ring, dancing, painting 
and mus~c) i·lere ti1e males fe:!noles? 

lt.,: ··-In t!J.e film the peop'lG;-rJ1o mo'.St"""often decorated things 
\vere the males females? -· -

The entire sot of questions is relevant to tlle hypothesis, 
Yes v .. · No 

Suggested: modifications __ ·-------------------------------------



Hynothesis Five 

Walt Disney screennlays nnd films picture the females. :as. be:Lng 
inferior to the :eale in per.fonning mec..lJ.~nical repairs •. 

Set of Oucstions for Hynotl1esis Five 
---·-

·1 •.. The people in the .film >·rho most often >·m.re the best mechanics 
1·rere the males females? . . . 

2 •. In the .rilintlle tieonle '\•1110 1·tere most o.fteh good at repairing 
things were the - .fem<:~lBS n1<:~les? 

----'-'----~-:jc •. ~e-pec:rp:l::e-:-±n-~h~i-L"n-1vlm--::we:r~n often :a ole to .f'j:x ·nroken · 

' 
' ' 
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4 •. 
things 'ilere males . females? · · 
In the :filn tl1e · peoplewho '.·rere. nost often able to :make 
machines "'loJork vrere the _:females _males? 

The entire set ci.f gu.estions :is relevant to t11e Jo..,ypothes:!.s. 
Yes __ ~v'___ No ____ __ 

Suggested modif:!.cation'----'-----------------__,.. 

• Hynothes is .';i x 

'ltlalt Disney screenplays and film portray the :female as being 
excessively talkative •. 

Set of C)ues. tions for Ev:,othesis S.ix. 
. - - - ..,......_~. ... _..._:.;;.;:c=;._; 

The neonle in·the film vho most o.ften tC~lked more than 
they- needed to ·uere the males ' :females? 
In the film the persons ;::me· ,,·;ere n:ost often too talkative 
·were the femaies r.wles? . . . 

1 •. 

3~- The peo;Jle in the fi~.·:ho r::ost often "tal1md all. the t:!.Ineu 
\•Jere tile males females? 

4., In this f3J:r.i' the p'erSons v;ho most often talked too n;uch ·Here 
·.the females _nales? 

.The entire set of auestions is relevant to the hypothesis. 
Yes ._/ No · --.---

Suggested modifications 
------------------------------~ 



£!.vpothes is Seven 

Walt Disney screenplays and films' picture the female as· a 
sex symbol.. 

Set of Questions for Hy;1othesis Seven 

·r •. The people in this film vrho. \.;ere nsexyn most often 1,rere the 
fe.'llales · males? 

2 •. In this filn the people ':rho most often had 11sexy good looks 11 

--~-~~~~~-·were-the-.--JJTijr es females? 
- =j 3.. The people in the film \•rho could r.1ost often be.· called "sexytr 

1 were the · · felllales males? . . 
i lr.. In. the filiilthe people -i·Iho: most often had ·••sexy bodies"· 

' ' l 

l 

were. the _males· _females? 

The entire set of auestions is. relevant to the hypothesis •. 
·Yes v No· 

... __,....., -. . . . . .·. ( 
Suggested nodifications IN(J/ #.,. M (Pl. f:icw. W- tr.AI.IYI.~; 

Hypothesis Ei!jht 

i•talt Disney screenplays and films depict the female in business 
and the. profes::; ions in subordinate roles. 

· Set of Ouestions for-Hypothesis Eir:ht 
:tl\ . 

1 •. 

2 •. 

J .. 

lr •. 

In the film the people 1·1h0 most often Here~ the leaders 
at. \·Kirk. 1-rere the __ Jnen _ vromen? · du{ '"' 1· · 

·The people in the film Hho most of'ten mak'e t11e 
at work :rere the _1·rome?- _men? . 11"'(:­
In the f~lm the ueoule ;mo most often 1·rere the 
the jobs Here the _:_Jl1en _1·Jomen? dcd. n"r-
The people in the film ':lho most often g~ve the 
11or!r 'Here the _11omen. _men? / 

decisions 

bosses on 

orders.at 

The entire set of' auestions is relevant to the hypothesis. 
Yes. · No v 

Suggested modificC~tions vftntc 'fNA~ . ruk... "' ~ J.:CL~ 
. , 

K4'prntM4k _pm ~ l J;dt k(. ~ (h=< ;,, aukr ~ · ?Yt1..4 rJL."f.r. 

~~ h ·~· ruvl " ~ h-, . pM~ f ~,crt' ~ ~·- ·-
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