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ARNOLD ARBORETUM, HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

My dear Muir:

1 have your ncte of the 25th this morning but I 8 afraid it
is 100 late to wake mny changes in the nane of the proposed California
Reserve. I am going to Washington Thursday to see if I ecan get it

eStablished, but evew that is doudtful.

I see that there is a stroig provapility of a California maln

peilg Secrerary of the Iliuierior. Of course the attitude of the Sec-
retary ot the Interior 1o tne forestry questiol and 1o our Conmission
wiil mea. a great deal. If he is reaily interested 1. the uatter
provaviy a Jreatr deal cai ve acconplished duriug the next four years.
is hostiie or indiiferent, probaoliy iwothing wilil couwe of our re-
port. There is certaiidy 40 harm in wny telling you that we are Joing
t0 urze upol Congress, provided there 1s dii eXl¥d S€3S101 this spring,
to pass & bill authorizing the Secretary of War to guard the Reserves
witli troops. This we are gJoiig to put 1in as an independent motiol
i1 the hope of getting soune pruLEcmioh'iur thew 1his sunwexy, as oul
Jeneras forest schewe willi 0ot Le avallavle for soue tiwme if ever. Now
if the Seecretary of the Interior could cone east wita sound ideas as
to the inportaiice of the Reserves and of taking eare of them, aind of
the general naJinitude and importance of the whole forest question, he
would perhaps oe in a reeipient fraue of wmind aud at least willing to
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ARNOLD ARBORETUM.

listen to what 1 Snail have to sS4y to hiu. Whes it 18 knowic that
Caiiforuia is reaily to furaish the Secretary of the Interior, cai’t

you either direectly or through other infiueices get him instrueted oa

these poiisy I 4w writing to Mr. Aivord, the i‘1-e.~s.iuex.f the Bauk

of Caliiforuia, on this subject aud it wmight be weir for you to confer
with him aoout it.

I now have to devote nost of uy time to this forestry business
this oveing uy third visit to Washingtoir this winter, and S0 The Silva
is ot zZettiing ou as fast as I wish it wasy; sStill I aw not without

hope of seeiig the volune of I"ines coupieted pefore our trip to Alaska
Faithfully yours,
//qu(}:i& ’/_,{ el
&

Johu Muir, Esq.
Martinez, Cai.
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