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been recorded in winter from Little Potato Slough (JLT), 

Arno Marshes (JRA, VRJ), Lodi (JRA), Davis Lake (JLT), 
and Forest Lake (WBS). 

Nesting.--Summer records are few, Arno Marshes 
being the only locality (JRA, VRJ). Young birds 
were raised there in 1947: 11 May, three pair; 
6 June, three pair; 10 June, pair with eight young. 
Also on 7 May 1950, two pair observed at the same 
locality. 
RING-NECKED DUCK-Aythya collaris (Donovan) 

Status.--Uncommon winter. 
Few records: 7 mi. northwest of Stockton, 

14 December 1941; Lodi, 17 and 28 November 1947; 
Fourteenmile Slough, 2 and 25 January 1948; Venice 
Island (specimen). Can be expected casually on large-r 
sloughs and open ponds during mid-winter. 

Specimens.--UOP 265Qr, Stockton (Venice Island), 
8 December 1963. 

CANVASBACK-Aythya valisineria (Wilson) 
Status.--Fairly common winter. 
Habitat and Distribution.--Seen regularly on 

flooded Delta fields and larger bodies of spring 

floodwaters. Not often found on wooded ponds of 
Delta or valley, but occasionally in more open water 

of foothills. The South Oxidation Pond has provided 
several records, and the Northside Pond can be expected 

to do the same. The new Comanche Reservoir can be 
expected to provide wintering habitat for several of 

the diving ducks. This species seems to be coming back 
in numbers due to the protection afforded it. Even 

so, I have encountered more than a few dead ones 

which had been shot. 
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Specimens.--UOP 10 ~ , Venice Island, 1 December 1963 ; 

UOP 11 ~ , Venice Island, 23 October 19G3; UOP 76 d' , 

Venice Island, 1 December 1963. 

GREATER SCAUP-Aythya marila nearctica Stejneger 

Status.--Rare winter. 

A single specimen was taken near Stockton in 

April 1878 by Belding (1879 : 446) and has been often 

cited as one of the few inland records of this species 

for California. I have seen no more than ten Scaup 

in the hand, one of which was a Greater. The bird 

was in the temporary posession of Johnny Dawson, a 

taxidermist north of Lodi, t-o be mounted for E. Merlo 

who had gotten it out of a hunter's bag on Bract 

Tract during the winter of 1963-64. I suspect tha t 

more careful observation would show the Greater to 

be more common inland tha n sometimes stated. Its 

h a bita t is like that of the Les s er Scaup except 

that it prefers deeper a nd more open water. 

Specimens.--USNM 76652 d', Stockton, 1 April 1878. 

LESSER SCAUP-Aythya affinis (Eyton) 

Status.--Unc-ommon winter. 

Habitat and Distribution.--Sca ups a ppear 

occasionally in hunter' s bags a t the De lta gun clubs and 

a re seen on open ponds a nd small reservoirs of the 

Sierran foothills. The inhe r e nt difficulty in ide ntifying 

these birds has r e duced the number of v a lid sight recor ds 

for either species. The Lesser undoubtedly makes up 

most of our wi nter records for scaup. 

COMMON GOLDENEYE- Buc epha l a cla ngula americana (Bonaparte) 

S t a tus.--Ra r e winter. 

Belding (1879 :447) found two in the Stockton 

market, 5 February 1879 . One mounted specimen stands 
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in the Venice Island Farms Clubhouse. It was shot 

during the winter of 1958-59 by D. Nomellini or- Venice 

Island. Johnny Dawson has prepared several from this 

area, but could give no further data. I have no recent 

sight records, but would suspect from the above that it 

might be encountered in mid-winter~ especially on the 

larger sloughs or other open water of the Delta. 

Specimens.--USNM 77165 Q , Stocl»:ton market, 

5 February 1879. 

BUFFLEHEAD-Bucephala albeola (Linnaeus) 

Status.--Uncommon winter. 

Few records: Northside Oxidation Pond, 20 Harch 19Ci4 

(JLT, DJT); Thornton, 1 February 1942 (JRA, JGT); 

Iettleman Place, 9 and 22 February 1947 (JRA). Pref~rs 

more open water of larger freshwater ponds and 

reservoirs. 

Subfamily Oxyurinae 

RUDDY DUCK-Oxyura janmicensis rubida (\\Tilson) 

Status.--Very cor.1mon winter. Fairly common sum~er. 

Habitat and Distribution.--Appearing early and 

throughout the winter, large flocks can be found loafing 

and feeding on open water throughout the county. After 

migration in the spring, throughout the summer, and 

before the fall birds come in, the resident individuals 

are more difficult to find. t.t these times the R.uddy 

Duck retires to slow moving vegetated sloughs and 

swamps where its presence is revealed only by 

careful inspection. 

Nesting.--Although sumrner sight records are 

common, I have no nesting data. 

Specimens.--SJDC 8 ~, Stockton (River Drive), 

11 December 1948; SJDC 7 ~, San Joaquin (?) 3 no 

date; JRA 886, Stockton, 2 January 19Gl; Us:t·m: 7Gn53 ~, 

Stockton, 11 October 1878, parts only; UOP 75 ~ , Empire 



Tract, 8 February 1964. 
Subfamily Merginae 

COm!ON MERGANSER-Mergus merganser americanus Cassin 

Status.--Uncommon winter. 
Habitat and Distribution.--Found about some of 

the cleaner, more vegetated sloughs of the Delta, 

freshwater ponds and reservoirs. Records exist for 

Sycamore Slough (JLT, DJT, GWC), Davis Lake (JLT), 

"Terminous Area" (JRA, JGT), Forest Lake (WT), and 

Lodi Lake (TU), all from mid-winter. Hunters tell 

me of seeing them frequently (?), but few are shot 

bacause of their unsavory taste. 
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RED-BREASTED tffiRGANSER-Mergus serrator serrator Linnaeus 

Status.--Rare winter. 

Habitat and Distribution.--Larger sloughs and 

reservoirs across the valley and into the foothills. 

They might be found wherever there is deeper water, at least 

for a temporary stopover. Records exist for the 

"Mokelumne River" (JRA, JG), "Thornton-Woodbridge" 

(JRA, JGT), and San Joaquin City (JRA, JG). 

Order FALCONIFORMES 
Family Cathartidae 

TURKEY VULTURE-Cathartes aura teter Friedmann 

Status.--Very common summer. Common winter. 

Habitat and Distribution.--Seen commonly at 

all months in all areas of the county. Several hundred 

sight records, when broken down into months show a 

slight decrease in numbers in the winter. The 

abundance of dead waterfowl at this season would seem 

to be to their advantage. I suspect that the still 

air and winter fogs make the area slightly unsuitable, 



however. 

In late summer large concentrations are found 
using the same roosting area for several days or 

weeks. One such concentration of from 12 to 32 
birds was seen at Caswell State Park during 1962 and 

1963. Dense unmolested riverbottom woodlands seem 
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to be preferred, probably because molting occurs at this 

time. During spring and fall migration, very large 

flocks (up to 200 birds) have been seen traveling 

together. 

Nesting.--Nesting occurs in hollow trees and 
logs or on the ground in the valley, also in caves 

and on ledges in the lava tablelands, and along the 

coast range foothills. Black Butte in Corral Hollow 

is a favorite site. A typical ground nest with two 

downy young was found in a poison oak and raspberry 

tangle on the McCauley Estate, 27 May 1939 (JG). 
Eggs are laid in April, hatching occurs in late 

April or May. 

Specimens. --WBS Eg_gs (2), Sto.ckton (8 mi. S) , 

16 April 1899; WBS Eggs (2), Stockton (9 mi. NW), 

11 April 1926; WBS Eggs (2), Stockton (9 mi. NW), 

13 May 1924; WBS Eggs (2), Stockton (9 mi. NW'), 

18 April 1924; WBS Eggs (2) , Stockton (8 mi. NW) , 

12 April 1925; MVZ Eggs 7530 (2), north San Joaquin 

County, 15 April 1900; MVZ Eggs 7531 (2), Kettleman's 

near Lodi, 31 Uarch 1901. 

Family Accipitridae 

Subfamily Elaninae 

WHITE-TAILED KITE-Elanus leucurus majusculus Bangs 

and Penard 

Status.--Fairly common permanent. 


