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democracy--a mobocx•acy in my opinion woula. be more 
proper. All our �l�a�.�,�~�s� breathe the spirit of town meet
ings and porter.shops.11 
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r.l'he grandees of the great South Carolina rice planta ... 
tions had. a brilliant delegat:lon; ••• there was David 
Ramsay, the Charleston physl.cia.n and historian •• o 

Rhode Island was the papel." money �s�t�a�t�(�~�.� 'rhe decen
tralizing point of view of its small farmers and sea
farers lvas o.efended., and. ably, by David Howell 1 a New 
J·ersey man who h.a.d gone from the college at �P�r�i�n�~�e�t�o�n� 

to teach at. the Bt'lptist school in Providence. A born 
pedagogue, he was developing a flimsy theological school 
in·t;o a real university o •• Howell remained the most 
ardeni; spokesman for his state •s debtor mentality as 
lo11g as the old congress lasted • • • 

David Howell had been stimulated a few days before by 
Jefferson's partisanship of the settlers on the western 
lands to write home • • • "one of the best members I 
have ever seen in Congress-has a �g�~�o�d� library of French 
books, and had been so good to lend me one • • • The 
�t�~�l�a�s�t�e�r�n� world opens an ama:::;ing prospect as a national 
fund, in my opinion; it is equal to our debt. As a 
source of future population and s:Ct•ength, it is a 
guaranty to our :tndeper1dence. As 1 ts inhabi tant;s will 
be mostly cultivators of the soil 1 :republicanism looks 
to them as its guardians.'• Jefferson had loaned the 
Rhode Island school teacher more than his li1rench books;. 
the letter read as if he had �~�:�1�u�p�:�p�l�i�e�d� him with a strong 
dose of his p:r i Vt:t te faith in small farmer democracy • • • 

�~�r�h�o�u�g�h� he took no part in the debates, Charles 
· Thpmson, by his quiet industry as seoreta:ry, helped 
hold the rambling and migratory assembly ·together dur
ing the relaxed years after the war as he had helped. 
give lt v:i.gor and energy during the times that tried . 
�m�e�n �1 �~�3� souls. Described as a man of meager figure, · 
't."Ji th a furrol'¥ed oountena.noe and hollow �s�:�_�G�a�~�k�l�1�:�n�g� eyes r 
Thomson's scholarship, his f'airmindedness and �h�i�~� 
dedication to his task made him an important .silent 
influence in everything that went on. 

ae was the son of an immigrant :from County Derry who 
died on the ship that brought tlle family to America. 
1tJhen he was only ten years old he found himself put 
ashore at New Castle, Delaware, a pennil.ess orphan. 
He 1r10rked for a blacksmith there at first; ·chen he was 

�\�~�'� 
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befriended by another North of Ireland man, a Presby• 
teria.n minister named Alison who had made a name as a 
schoolmaster in Chester County, Pennsylvania. Young 
Thomson earned his keen as a tutor there as he went 
through the school himself. From a studious boy he 
grew up into a learned man and conducted a Latin school 
of his own in Philadelphia. Benjamin Franklin helped 
him along. He was elected to local offices. The fame 
of his.plainmind.ed honesty spread through the province. 
11 It is true as if Charles Thomson's name were to it 11 

'became a popular saying. 

His reputation eaused the Indians of the Delaware 
t:r>1 be to ask him to report their case in ·t;he course of 
a dispute over lands with. the proprietary government. 
He did so well by them that they adopted him into their 
tribe under the name of The-Man-Who ... Tells-The ... Truth. 

In the struggle for independence his. great influence 
with the common people made him known as the Sam Adams 
of Philadelphia •••.•. It was Charles Thomson who read 
the Declaration of Independence from the State House 
steps. .. • • His influence 'li'Jas quietly on the oontinen• 
talist side. 

James Monroe was one of Jefferson's young men. • .. • 
He started him reading law and took over his general 
education with the enthusiasm he showed whenever he 
struck a responsive ohor~ in a younger man.20 

The people were not happy with the direction the new 

nation was taking and it was soon realized that something 

had to be done to make the new ootion stable. The Articles 

of Confederation adopted in 1781 had not provided for a 

strong central government. Officials in the loosely organ ... 

ized colonies continued to meet in Continental Congresses 

from 1774 until 1788. A Constitutional Convention was 

20John Dos Passos, Tne Men Who Made The N~t~on 
(Garden City, New York: Doubleday and Company. Inc., 1957), 
pp. 58 ff. Quoting at ranctom from pp • .58-83. 
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authoriz'ed and George ~vashington was elected president o£ 

the Convention. Delegates were sent from all 'the Colonies 

except Rhode Island in 1787. Again teachers were prominent 

in the Constitutiorial Convention as indicated 'by a few pas• 

sages from. two· historians~ 

On the Virginia delegation to the Constitutional 
Convention of 1787 ••• was George Wythe, fifty-five 
years old, a signer of the Declaration of Independ.enoe,. 
"the :famous professor of law" at William and Mary, and 
for ten years a chancellor or the state ••• · 

On the New Jersey delegation, •• ·William c. Houston, 
for twelve years a professor of mathematics at Princeton, 
admitted to the bar after he was forty, had been appointed 
clerk of the state supreme court, and had been one of the 
delegates to the Annapolis convention • • • 

From North Carolina • • • eame • • • Doctor Hugh 
Williamson • • • a professor of mathematics in the Col·.,. 
lege of Philadelphia • • • 

From Georgia • • • A'broaham. Baldwin, thirty-three 
years old, was the ablest member of the delegation. 
Born ln Conn.ecticut, educated at Yale and a tutor there 
for several years ••• He originated: and put through 
(the Georgia legislature) the plan for the University 
of Georgia and then became lts president. He had twice 
been a member of congress • • • 

From Connecticut • • • William Samuel Johnson • • • 
had just been elected president at~ Columb.ia College. 

From Maryland • • • Luther Martin • • • was a tire ... 
some speaker; per haps a trait ~~at he carried over from 
his school-teaching days • • • 

21Max Farl?El,nd, Tile J:t,raming .Qf the Copst:p~ution .Qf. the 
yn~t~~ §tates (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1913), 
pp. 3 J 3b-37. 



Dos Passes ...... 

Then a cornm:tttee was appointed to prepare a set of 
x•ules for the convention (1787) consisting of Hamilton, 
George ~vythe, the classical teacher of law to the youth 
of Williamsburg, and Charles Pinckney ••• 

As Dr. Johnson, the Conneoticut college professor, 
put it .... 

• • • \>Jilliam Samuel Johnson, the learned. college 
teacher from Connecticut, who was the son of the first 
president of King's College and was himself to be the 
first president of Qolru11Jbia, was chairman • • • of the 
Commi~~ee of Style and Arrangements for the Constitu-
tion. · , 

A Constitution was finally drafted which was sub• 

mitt1?d to the tnirteen former colonies for ratifioa:tion. 

The constitution was to become effeot;ive when it was rati• 

fied by nine former colonies, soon to be states. New Hamp

shire was the nlnth state to ratify the Constitution. ~he 

new Constitution went into effect on the first tvedneaday in 

March, 1789. , 

During, and up to,this time,_on:Ly New York had seen 

fit to establish a board of education. In 1784, 'the Board. 

of' B.egents for New York was established to supervise educa• 

tion throughout the colony. This terrible lag in education 

could,only change for the better because so many teachers 

were involved in politics. 

22 . Dos Passos, .Ql2.. cj,t., pp. 127, 13.5, 143. 
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I;r •.. THE PH8SIDENTS AND EDUCA':J:liON 

Under. the new. Co:nstituti,on George tl/ashington was 

elected tl;le'first President of the' United States. Although 

'ltJashi:ngton w~s not a teacher himself he certainly had grli:}at 

con tao t w1 th teachers and he was not v.ri thout understanding 

of the problems of t~achers-~ 

•. • • George l4~A3h1ngton had no cb.ildl'•en. o~"lhis, own. 
He was a man wno craved and needed children. "'· ·· 

His troubles with 11Jaokie" Custis brought home the 
problem of the eduO.S\rtion of youth, and broade:hed his 
viewpoint in educational matters. At vax•ious times he 
contributed generously to educational tn•gemiza.tibns·: 
to \&Jashingtorl College in Maryland, to Li be:r>ty Hall 
(later ·Hashington and. Lee) in Virginia, to the Alexandria 
Academy, to an academy in Kentucky• and to an academy in 
the Southwest Territory. He urged the establishment of 
a national untverstty in the ,Federal City and provided 
an endo'!.'rmen·n for it in his will. The basts o:t" this idea 
was largely th.e 11 1nd.esoribable regret•t with which he had. 
11 seen the youth of the United States migratirJ.g to foreign 
oountl'ies, in order to aoquire the higher branches of 
erudition, and to obtain a knowledge of the sciences. •• 
His fear. the. t they would inibi be 11 maxims not co.ngenial 
with republicanism" was not based on his doubt of 
republicanism, but on his pereeption of :the danger of , 
sending youth abrp~d. among other political systems 
before they had 11 well learned the value of their own.n 24 

' 
The second President, John Adams, had been a teacher · 

himself and had a thorough understanding of the problems 

that faced teachers in their daily tasks. The teaching back

ground of President John Adams is well-documented. 

23 . ' 
I!219..·· p. 9. 

24Allen Johnson {ed.), Dictionary Q1 Amerigan 
§iograpp;~[ {New York: Charles Sor:l.bner's Sons, 1928), XIX. 
512. Citing (FordJ \vriting XIII, .52). 



.... On gJ:>aduating from Harv~rd College in 1?55 he 
taught school at Wor•oester • • • ·' 

John Adams t~gk charge of the grammar school at 
Worcester • .• • 

John Adams ••• noticed at'the commencement exer~ 
cises, in 17 55, for his evident aoquiret:nents, he 1-1as. at 
once offered the position of Latin master in the grammar 
school at Worcester • • ,27 

During the months ~~at he taught his band of small and 
unruly scholars • • • 

Johti Adams • 
Worcester,29 

• • taught school and studied law in 

(John) Adams was a school teacher and lawyer.3° 

Thomas Jefferson has one of the finest reputations of 

any of the Presidents as far as eduoc-ttion is con~~~rned. 

There is no evidence that Jefferson actually taught in a 

school but he did tutor, without compensation, those to t....rhom 

he took a liking if they were willing t.o learn. 
\ 

25 , 
~·, P• 73• 

26 ' 
James Gl"ant Wilson an<l John Fiske • A'QP:t.eto:p' s 

Ctglopaedia .2£ Amerigan BiograJ2t}Y {New Yorkt D. Appleton 
and c ompany,.1 1888) • I, 1.5. 

27James Truslow Adams, The Adams FamilY (New York: 
The Literary Guild, 1930), p. 11. 

28 Ibid.., p. 12. 

29J. Franklin Jameson, Diot1o;nar:4 .l2.f. United States 
B;istory---~-1!25. (Boston: Puritan l:>ubl1shing Company, 
1894)' p. 8. 

3°Thomas Francis Moran, American Presidents (New 
York: Thomas Y., Crowell Company, 1917). :,). 29. 
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• • • lllhile Thome.s Jefferson stated that the safest 
repository for political power we.s w1. th the people, 'ne 
recognized. they were an unsafe repository 'V'11 thout knowl
edge· and information. ,Education is the cou1tterpoi,se of 
liberty. Freedom as defined by law which in a republic 
is the t-Jill of the people, must not be at tne mercy of 
the tumultuous opinions of an ignorant multitude,. •ro 
practice freedom in a s~ate of ignorance was·so para~ 
doxical to James !1ad1son that he was uncertain whether 
to call the paradox a comedy or a tragedy. Both John 
Hancock and John Adams shared similar·beliefs and begged 
their contemporaries to Pr£V1de liberally for the educa-
tion ot' all cla~Sses · ••• -'. · 

Jefferson • • • was a successful diplomat, a fairly 
strong executi v~:::., a leader in educational affairs, a 
close student of science, literature, and religion, 
ctn originator and promoter of improved scientific 
methods in agriculture • and the most adroit and suo .... 
cessful polit~~al leader that the t,Jnii;;~d States has 
yet produced. · 

Jefferson gradually replaced washington as Lafayette's 
guiding star. Jefferson believed that American pri.noi ... 
ples could be made, l'li th some adjustments~ to apply 
univer~Sally to f.J.l rnank1nd. He tried to show the 
Marquis how to make practical application of all these 
great ideas for human bet;terment. It was easy for 
Lafayette to fall into the position of eager pupil. 
The passion_ of Jeffe3~on's life was molding the minds 
of younger inen • • • 

Jefferson's great aim was to be realized when he 
returned to Virginia and had. initiated his great meas
ures in the Assembly ••• "to secure unixarsal free 
ed.uca:t:.ion for every ci t1zen of Virglnia. n J 

:31John s. Brubacher, f1 H~st<>i'l of the Problems 
Eduoatio:p. (New York: t'IoGra\'J ... Hill Book Compe.ny, Inc. 1 
1947}, p. 42.-

32Moran, 22· cit.~ P• 39 • 

.33Dos Passos, .Q£• ill~ , p. 113. 

34 ' Ib!d., p. 17. 

of -



After his retirement to Monticello in 1809, he 
developed his interest in educ.mt1on, founding the 
University o.f Virginia and watohinggits development 
with never-flagging interest ••• J~ 

. . 
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• • ·• the sha-ft over his . grave bears an inscription 
written by Jefferson himself: ''Here Nas buried .l:(lhomas 
Jefferson,. author of the Declaration or American Inde• 
pendenoe, of the Statute of Virginia for Religious 
Freedom, and l1'ather of the University of Vir·ginia. u36 

After this documentation of Jefferson's great feel

ing and friendship for education it may be of inte:t•est to 

note the great battle for the presidency. tha:t another 

teacher, Albert Gallatin, helped Jefferson fight and win. 

'I'he election fell to the House of Hep:resentatives 

because of a tie vote between Jefferson and Aaron Burr. 

(It must be pointed out, in all fairness, that Aaron Burr 

too. might have been a true friend of education. Burr's 

father and grandfather had both served as presidents at 
' 

Pri.nceto.n..) After Jefferson won the election he was so 

grateful to Albert Gallatin that he appointed him Secretary 

of the Treasury. Gallatin served as secretary of the 

Treasury for thirteen years--through Jefferson•s terms 

and well into Madison's. 

J$Dan Golenp~ul (ed.}• Information P1ea~~ Almanac 
1i51. (The Call ... Bullet1n Edition, Dan Golenpaul Associates; 
New Yor•k: TheMacmillan·Company, 19.56), p. 384. 

36.. r.:o · f1oran ,. .Q.l2.. c l't; ~ , p • :J • , 



AJ.'bert Gallatin • • • taught French at; Harvard 
College. • • • . When he first appeared in the U.n.1 ted 
States Senate ~1t the age of thirty-three he st;ill 
spoke with'an accent. He hadalready accumulated 
legislative experience in the Pennsylvanj_a Assembly 
where he did the detail paperwork on committee after 
committee; drafting bills and writing r•eports. He 
worked there for universal manhood suffrage and for 
improved: public schools a.no. for the extenston of high ... 
ways. He was the author of a resolution calling for 

28 

an end to Negro slavery •••• The whole western country 
was up 1n arms against the excise on spirits •••• 
Gallatin explained the reason for their opposition • ., • 
t!Jhiskey was the medium of exchange •••• There was 
every reason for Hamilton to feel that with the factions 
so evenly balanced in the Senate. it would be a danger 
to his party to allow the young Swiss ·co taJte his seat. 

·The vote to unseat him was too olose for Hamilton's · 
comfort, at that. • . • • (r.rhe Federalists managed. to 
deny him a seat on the pretext that although he had 
admit·t;edly resided for thirteen years in the United. 
States ne had n.ot been a citizen for the nine years 
required by the Constitution.) ••• For years the 
Secretary of the Treasury had fel't that the general 
government should establish its au.thor·i ty by a show 
of force. rrne men of the western counties must be 
forced to pay the excise •••• (The westerne:rs began 
to resist the u. s. marshall when he tried to collect 
the excise ••• they tarred and feathered officers of 
the law and finally laid siege to tbe house of. General 
Neville, the inl'p~etor.:ro:fltrevE;~nue. One westerner was 
killed and several -v1ere 'woU.rJ.ded. on both sides.· t-l}ashing ... 
ton gave Hamilton his head.) •• ,. Calling out the · 
Militia was a popular move· •.•• ttcatch ·the big fish 
and let the min,nows go." Hamilton and Lee had been 
telling their staff officers~ In Fayette County the 
big fish was Albert Gallatin, but he r1ad already ruined 
Hamilton's plans by taking the lead, at great personal 
r:l.sk, in the campaign for submis:::>ion to the federal 
o:f'fioers. In the Pittsburgh region.the big.fish was 
H. H, Brackenridge, whom Hamilt;on described to Washing
ton as the "worst of a.ll·a:ooundrels." ••• 

Hugh B:t'ackenridge ~ • • worlted }:JJ. s way up from pov
e:rty, teaching schOol, tutoring, .:ollierking in law Offices 
in va.rious,Pennsylvania,towns. At Princeton where he 
was the literary mentor of young Madison's poetical 
coter•ie in which so many literary P.!:.\triots had first 
sha:rpened t;hei:r quills, he tutored Henry' tee •••• 
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Among his mos.t virulent illwish,ers was a brother lawyer 
named. ltJ.ooda whom he was opposing in that fall 's con ... 
g;ressional election and General Neville, the inspecto:r 
of :revenue • '[tthb had escaped from l11s burning house to 
run for his life across the mountains~ 

• •. • It had been discovered that Brackenridge, v-rho 
like Gallatin in the adjoining county had been :ridlng 
around securing signatures to the articles of submis
sion; had been so busy g<:1t'l~ing other men to sign before 
midnight of the final day .set .in the President's procla.~ 
ma tion thttt he had rorgotten to sign himself.. • • .. 
{However, Hamilton found that the big 'fish W(H'e ·1nno- .. 
cent and the t;e~whers Nere turned 1oose.) :: ••• Haunilton 
was letting off his chief nchara.cter fit fOl"': an example. 1• 
Even· in the heat of partisan conflict he was pers-onally 
incapable of framing. an innocent man. ~rhe show of force 
had failed. 

• • • ln the election which had been quietly going on 
through all the turmoil of marching men the hated Gal
latin ~<\I'S.s elected to the House of Representative~. • • • 

Among the Hepublicarls coolheaded Gallatin, '!t.Ji th his 
.long r~harp nose and his met;iculous speech, is in com
mand • • • (Gallatin, the ·veacher, is very much a part 
of the struggle between Burr ·and Jefferr~on for the 
}"re£1 ,l.Cl.ency. He sticks to Jefferson ... -and plays much 
politics to ,win the eleetHm for Jefferson.) , 

Next day 1 Tuesday, February lrt 1 Gallatin is ab,le to 
~1r1 te 1d th enormous relief to his wifEH 11 \-Je have this 
day aftel" 36 ballots chose.n M:r•. Jefferson President • , • 11 

(And out <'f deep gratitude, r~Ir. JeffeJ;aon is saying)• 
"The treasury must go to Galiat1n •• • uYf 

In document;ing Mr·. Jefferson's gre:t~t concern for 

Amer·ican education reference has already been made to tne 

teaching background of President James Nadison, who followed 

Jefferson a.nd continued to exert great influence on behalf 

37Dos Passes, .212.• .,Qll., at random from pp. 282-440. 
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of education. Further documentation illustrates his interest 

in science and in ulearn:i.ng by doing" as a method.· 

In t-Jil1iamsburg his old schoolfellow- r1adison of' 
Montpellier • s cousin, the Reverend James l'r1ad.isori from 

~he 1~d~~~c~~~~~Y ~f lv~~ sp!~~d!~~s t~ t b~ii~ 1:m b:~.~o~~r;~38 
Madison was followed by Honroe. No reference to 

Monroe. was forthcoming• bat ~lonroe's association wJ.th Jeffer ... 

son, Madison. and John Quincy Adams could not have. been with .... 

out effect. John Q.ulnoy ·Adams served Ets Secretary of St;ate 

under 'Monroe and had qt:tite an influence '\lPOn the r1Io:nroe 

administration. 

When Adams took over th~ reins of the Pres:l.dengy he 

had gr•eat ambitlon.s to promote education, the <"lrts and 

sqienceG, but; his ina bill ty to play politics ln great 

measure kept him from implem.enting the program he desired 

so much. Later in his life• however• he was to have a part 

in the founda:t1on of the 11 pxoogressive'u movement in education. 

~John Quincy Adams • • • was a:n excellent wri te:r. 1n 
both prose and verse .and held3~ professorship in Harvard 
College for three years • • • .. 

He had in 1806 been appointed to 4Be chair of rhetoric 
and oratory :t:n H&~rvard college • • • 

38 . ·lJ:a~d. j p. 93·. 
39Moran, !? .. 2• cit., .P· 73. 
40 ' Johnson, !?l?.• cit., I, 84. 



31 

John Quincy Adams • • .. toward the e.nd of his sena~ 
torial term, however, he had been made professor of 
rhetoric at Harvard., and delivered his 1ec4~res, after
ward publlshed., before the students there. 

The end of the John Quincy Adams' term found An.drew 

Jackson the .new President and the ,,.great l:"evival in education" 

beginning. The Digtiongru qf.. J}.Jnerioan'B1ograJ2hl reports that 

Jackson 

••• returning to his native settlement, he tried. his 
hand. at school ... teaohinfi2and. finally decided to take up 
the study of law • • • 

and. establishes his background. 1n education. It was about 

this time that the states began to es·tablish school systems. 

John Tyler, the tenth President. "served as Governor 

of Virginia and Chancellor of vlilliam and. Mary· College. n43 

fUllard Fillmore, the thirteenth President• also had 

some experience in the educational field. 

When the famj,ly moved to East Aurora, near Buffalo, 
young Fillmore continued his law ~~udy, teaching school 
meanwhile to make ends meet • • • · 

Fillmore was ~~e first chancellor of the University 
of Buffalo • • • 

Millard Fillmore • • • in 1819 • • • began th~6study of law, a part of the time teachlng school ••• 

41James Truslow Adams, .212.• .ill·, p •. 137. 
42 

Johnson, SU2.· o ~ t. , IX, 526. 

43
Moran, .22• cit., p. 119. 

44
Johnson, ~· c~t., VI, 380. 

46w11son, ~· Q11., II; 453. 

45 Ibid., p. 381. 
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Not ma.ny know of Presiden·c Abraham Lincoln • s school 

teaching days but the following little story verifies 

Lincoln as a teacher using his own words in his own inimi-. 

table way • 

• • • "I am reminded,'' and Mx-. Lineoln sa:td: "You 
may not know .1 t '· but. I taught school' for a. 11:ctle 
while, in a log cabin school house with split logs 
for seats. I couldn t t teach much. The 'scholars, '' 
about a dozen, ranged in age from six to sixteen. For 
reading the· o:nly book we had was tl'.\e Hi ble .. , The· whole 
school was one ·class in reading, and they'd come up to 
me and read, vex~se and verse about, in rotation. The 
little boys and girls we:re nearly all about seven, 
eight, or nine years old. But there were <:>lder ones 
too, and one of' them was a dull-witted sixteen-year 
old named Willy t who was as tall as :t was--a. great, 
stumbling; awkward fellow• · 

"As we wel:'e reading along, the little boys and 
girls picked up every verse, rattling off with easy 
precislon the memorized, oft repeated text. But 
11/il].y found 1 t very. difficult to read. I bad almost 
physically to lift him over it• not only word by word 
but syllable by syllable. At last we got to the story 
of the fiery furnace and the particular verse about 
Shadraoh, Meshaoh, and Abednego. Slowly and painfully 
we got over it. Then the little girl next in order 
picked up the following verse and rattled it of'f'. 
Willy began to bawl. .•Willy, 1 l said, ·~\That's the 
matter? 1 'Teacher,' he says, . '! counted down the · 
verses he~e. and here come them three damn fallers 
again. • 11 Wt . . 

After President Lincoln was assassinated, it.fell 

upon President Andrew Johnson to S18n into law the bill 

creating. the Department of EC;luoation., .The bill had been 

introduced into Cong:reas by Ohio's.Congressma.n James A, 

Garfield and was approved in March. 1867. President 

4 ·. 7Louis Bl"O\Ivnlow, 1l'he Preside;gt and the Presideuoy 
(Chicago: Public Administration Service, 1949), p. 9. 
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Johnson appointed Henry. Barnard to serve as the first United 

States Commissioner of Education. a position he held for 

three years. Barnard had worked for a national education 

agency for about thirty yea:t"s, since the state of Massaohu .... 

setts had established the State Board of Education in 1837. 

At that time • Horace Mann was the president of the r.1as saonu .. 

setts Senate and off1eQ;l.ally signed the bill into law. Mann 

then became the first seoreta:ry of the board and began. to 

work ardently for ed.uoation for all. Da:rnard worked to 

expand the state organization to a national organization 

and. was finally suooesaful with the signing into law of the' 

Garfield Bill. 

James A. Gartfield became President in 1880, but before 

he could be of much more service to his country, he was shot. 

Garfield died in 1881 on September 19th. 

Chester A. Arthur succeeded Garfield. Arthur had 

also been a school teacher. but was later to become the boss 

of a col'rupt New Xork political machine. Af·ter he became 

President he deserted.. the machine and lost his chance to be 

renomin<3:ted by the Republican Party. 

• • • Before he was thirty (Garfield) had scraped 
together an education, exhausted the intellectual 
offering of the Hest:ern Reserve Eclectic Institute 
(later Hiram College), joined the Disciples Church, 
worked his way into and through t-Jilliams College w1 th 
t.he class of 1856, and served as teaa~er and even 
principal of the Institut;e at Hiram.· 

48 Johnson, 22· oit •• VII, 145. 


