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befriended by another North of Ireland man, & Presby=-
tarian minister named Alison who had made & name as a

" schoolmaster in Chester County, Pexmsylvania. Young
Thomson earned his keep as & tubor there 4s he went
through the school nimself. From & studious boy he
grew up into a learned man and conducted a Latin sochool
of his own in Philadelphila, Benjamin Franklin helped
him along, He was elected to local offices. The fame
of hls plalnminded honesty spread through the province.
"It is true as if Charles Thomgon's name were to it"
became a popular saying.

His reputation caused the Indians of the Delaware
tribe to ask him to report bthelr case in the course of
a dlspute over lands with the proprietary government.
He did so well by them that they adopted him into their
trlbe under the name of The-Man-Who~Tells~The~-Truth,

In the struggle for independence hisg great influence
with the common people made him known as the Sam Adams
of Philadelphia. . ....It was Charles Thomson who read
the Declaration of Independence from the 3tate House

steps. « . . Hig influence was quletly on the continen-
talist side. ‘

- James Monroe was one of Jefferson's young men. .-
He started him reading law and took over his general
education with the enthuslasm he showed whengver he
struck a responsive chord in a younger man, 2

The people were nobt happy with the direction the new
nation was taking and it was soon reallzed that something
had to be done to make the new nation stable. The Articles
of Confederation adopted in 1781 had not provided for &
strong eentral government. Offlcials in the loosely organ-
ized colonies continued to mect in Contlnental Congresses

from 1774 until 1788. A Constituticnal Convention was

2OJohn Dog Passos, The Men Who Made The Netlon '
(Garden City, New York: Doubleday and “Compsny, Inc., 1957),
pp. 58 f£f. Quoting at random from pp. 58~83.
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authorizedkand'George Washington was elected pr@sidaht»of'
the Convention. Delegates were sent from &ll the Golonies
except Rhoda xsldnd in 1787. Again teschers were prominent
in the Constitutional Convention as indicated by a few pag-
sages from twa histeriangz

FParrande=

On the Virginia delegation to the Constltutional
Convention of 1787 . . . was Qeorge Wythe, fifty-five
years old, & signer of the Declaration of Independence,
"the famous professor of law" at Willlam and M&ry, an&
for ten years & chancellor of the state « .« .

On the New Jersey delegation . . . William C, Houston,
for twelve years & profegsor of mathematles at Princeton,
admitted to the bar after he was forty, had been appointed
clerk of the state supreme court, and had been one of the
delegates to the Annapolis convention . . .

From Narth Carolina , . . ecame , , . Doctor Hugh
Williznmson . . . & professor of mathematics in the Cal»
lege of Philadelphia . ., .

PFrom Georgia . . « Abraham Baldwln, thirty-three
years old, was the ablest member of the delegation.
Born in Connecticubt, educated at Yale and a tutor there
for several years . . . He origlinated and put through
{the Georgia leglslature) the plan for the Unlversity
of Georgle and then became 1t& oresident. He had twlce
been a member of congress . . .

From Comnecticut . . + Willlam Semuel Johnson . . .
had Just been elected president at Columbia College.

From Maryland . . . Luther Martin . . . was & tire~
some speaker, perhaps a tralt %&at he carried over from
his school~teachlng days . .

leax F&rrand, The Framing of the Constitution of the

Unlt g% States (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1913),
PP. 36=37. .
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Do Pasgogew |
Then a commitbee was appolnted to prepare a met of
rules for the convention (1787) consisting of Hamilton,
George Wythe, the classical teacher of law to the youth
of w1lliamsburg, and Charles Plnckney . «

As Dr, Johnson, the Connectiout college professor,
putito-od .

o o o« Willlam 3amuel Johmson, the learned college
teacher from Connaetiaut, who was the son of the first
president of King's College and was himself to be the

first president of Columbia, was chalrmean . ., . of the

Commiggee of Style and Arrangements for the Counstitu-
tion,~* -

A Constitution was}finélly drafted which was sub-
mitted td the thirteen former colonies for ratification,
The Constitution was to.beaome effective when it was rati-
fied by nine former colonies, soon to be states., New Hamp-
shire was the ninth state to ratify the Constitution. The
new Constitutlion went into effect on the firsb wedn@sday in
Barch, 1789.

During, and uﬁ 50 . this tima,;only New. York had seen
f1t to establish a board of education. In l?B%,‘the Eéard
of Regents for New York wés esiablish@d to supervise educa=
tion throughout the o@loﬁy. This terrible lag 1n.eduéaﬁién
could only change for the better because so0 many teachsrs.

were involved in politics.

22D0s Passos, op. olb., pp. 127, 135, 143,
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CII.. . THE PBESIDENTS AND EDUCATION

- Under tﬁe'néﬁ Const1tut1on George washington:waé
elected the first President of the United States. Although
WaSHingtén_waslnot & teacher himself he certalnly had great
aontéct with taéchers'and'he was ot without uhderstapdihg
of the problems nf téaahers»* - ‘

-a‘.~¢ Gaorg@ WQshington had no ohildren og his own.
He was & man who craved and needed. chil&ren.

His troublas-with nJaeckie! Gusbis brought home the
problem of the education of youth, and broadened his
viewpoint in educationasl matters, At varlous times he
econtributed generously to educational organizatlionsi

to Washington College in Maryland, to Liberty Hall
(later Washington and Lee) in Virginia, to the Alexandris
Academy, to an academy in Kentucky, and to an academy in
the Jouthwest Territory. He urged the establishment of

a national university in the Federal Clty and provided
an endowment for 1t in his will, The basls of this idea
was largely the "indescribable regret" with which he had
"seen the youth of bhe United States mlgrating to forelgn
countries, in order to acquire the higher branches of
erudlition, and to obtaln & knowledge of the sclences,"
His fear that they would lmbibe "maxims not congenial
with republicanlism® was not based on his doubt of '
republicanism, bub on his perception of the danger of .
sending youth abpoad among other political systems 2
before they had twell learned the value of their own,"

The seeond President, John Adams, had been & teacher'

himself and had a thorough understanding of the problems
that faced teachers in their dally tasks. The teaching backe

ground of Presildent John Adams is well-documented.

23... ’
J1oid., p. 9.
2¥p11en Jonnson (ed.), Dictionary of American
Biography (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1928), XIX,
512, Citing (Ford, Writing XIII, 52).

i eRaR
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v+ « On graduating from Harvggd College in 1755 he
taught school at WOrcester PR

_ John Adams tggk charge of the grammay school at
Worecester . .

Jobn Adams . . . notlced at the ocmmaneament axers.
clses, in 1755, for hls evident acqulrements, he was. at
once offered the position of Latin master in the grammar
school at Worcester . . o~

During the months Egab he tau&ht his band of small and
unruly ﬁGth&TS I

Johﬂ A&ams i s taught sehool and studied law 1n
Worcester,

ﬂJohn) Adams was a school teacher and'lawyer.Bo
Thomas Jﬁfferéan has one of the finest rsputétioﬂs of

any of the Presidents as far as educetion is con§$rned.

There is novevidence thet Jefferson aeﬁually taught in a

schqol‘but he did tutor, without compensation, those to whom

he took a liking if they were willing to learn.
1 S P

pia., p. 73
26

' James Grant Wilson and John Fiske, Appleton's
Cyclopaedia of American Biogrephy (New York: D, Appleton
and Companyy 1.888), 1, 15, _ '

27 romes Truslow Adama, The Adams am;lx (New York:
The Literary Guild, 1930}, p. 1l.

281pid., p. 12.
393 Franklin Jameson, Dictionary of United States

igbory--1492-1895 (Boston: Puritan Publishing Company,
1894), p. 8.

30 Thomas Francis Moran, American Presidents (New:
York: Thomas ¥, Crowell Company, 1917), . 29.
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e +» o While Thomas Jefferaon stated that the aafast
repository for political power was with the people, he
recognized they were an unsafe repository without knowl-
edge and information, - Edueation is the counterpoise of
liberty. Freedom as deflned by law which in a republiec
1 the wlll of the people, must not be at the mercy of
‘the tumultuous opinions of an ignorant multitude. To
practice freedom in & state of lgnorance was soO paras-
doxical to James Madlson that he was uncertaln whether
to eall the paradox a comedy or a tragedy. Both John
Hancock and John Adams shared similar bellefs and begged

' their contemporarles to pgivide 1lbera11y for the educa-
tion of all classes .,

Jefferson ., . . was & successful diplomat, & fairly
sbrong executlve, a leadsr in educationsl affalr&, a
close student of sclence, literature, and religlon,
an originator and promoter of improved s¢lentifle
‘methods in agriculture, and the most adrolt and suc~
cessful palit%gal leader thaet the Unlted States has
yet produced, " ' :

Jefferson gradually replaced Washington as Lafayette's
gulding star., Jefferson believed that Amerlican princi-
ples could be made, with some adjustments, to apply
universally to sll manklind., He tried to show the
Marguls how to make practical spplication of all these
great ldess for human betterment. It was easy for
Lafayette to fall into the position of eager pupil,

The passion of J@ffeggon s 1ife was molding the minds
of younger men , .

Jefferson's great aim was to be reallzed when he
returned to Virglnia and had inltiated hls great meas-
ures in the Assembly . . . "to secure uni§3rsal free
aducation for every citlzen of Virginla,t®

31John 5. Brubacher, A History of the Problems of

hdueazion (New York. MoGraw~Hill Book Company, Inc.,

32

Mor'an’ __Ro Oit. [} p‘ 390

33Dos Passos, wg. oit., p. 113,

34.1.‘92..@.‘ s p. 17.



After hls retirement to Monticello in 1809, he
‘developed his interest in education, founding the
University of Virginia and watchin% its development
with never-flagging interest . . 35 '
~ . .« « the shaft over his grave bears an insorlption
written by Jefferson himself: "Here was buried Thomas
Jefferson, author of the Declaration of American Indew
pendence, of the 3tatute of Virginla for Religlous 6
Freedom, and Father of the Unlversity of Virginia, "3

After this dccumentation of Jefferson's great feel.

ing and friendship for edﬁcaﬁion it may be of intereatrto
note the great battle for the presidency that another
teacher, Albert Gallatin, heiped Jeffersbm fight and wih.

. The election fell to the House of Representatives
because of a tie‘vote between Jefferson and Aaron Burr, .
(It must be pointed out, in all falrness, that Aaron Burp
too, might have been.a true friend of education. Burr's
father and grandfather had both served as presldents at
PrineeEOﬁ,) After Jefferson won the election he wWas so
grateful to Albert Gallatin that he appointed him Secretary
of the Treasury. Gallatin served as 3ecretary of the
Treasury for thirteen years--through Jefferson's terms

and‘well into Madison's.

BJDan Gelenpaul (ed.), Information Please Almagae
1957 (The Call-Bulletin Edition, Dan Golenpaul Associates;
New York: The Macmillan Company, 1956), p. 384,

36

Moran, op. ¢ib., p. 50,

R



“Albert Galletin . . . taught French at Harvard
College. . . + When he first appeared in the Unlted
3tates Senate at the age of thirty-three he still
spoke with an accent. He had already asccumulated
legislative exnerianae in the Pennsylvania Assembly -
where he did the detall paperwork on committee aftey
comnittee, drafting billls and writing reports. He
worked there for universal manhoeod suffrage and for
improved public schools and for the extension of high-
ways. He was the author of & resolution calling for
an end to Negro slavery, . . . The whole western country .
was up in arms agalnst the execlse on spirits. « . ¢
Gallatin explained the reason for thelr opposition ., . .
Whiskey was the medium of exchange. . . . There was
every reason for Hamllton to feel that with the factiouns
50 evenly balanced In the Senate, it would be a danger
to hils party to allow the young Swiss to take his seat.
‘The vote to unseat him was btoo close for Hamilton's
comfort, at that. . . . (The Federalists wanaged to
deny him a seat on the pretext that although he had
admitbedly resided for thirteen years in the United
States he had not besn a clitlzen for the nlue years
required by the Comstitution.) . . . For years the
Beeretary of the Treasury had felt that the general
government should establish lts authority by -a show
of force, The men of the western countles must be
forced to pay the excise. . . . (The westerners began
to resist the U. 3, marshall when he tried to collect
the excise . . . they tarred and feathered officers of
the law and finally laid siege to the house of General

Neville, the ingpesctborr-ofiirevenue, One wesberner was '
killed and several were wcundea on both sides. Washing-
ton gave Hamilton his head.) . » Calling out the
Milltia was a popular move . . , tCcateh the big fish
Cand let the minnows go," Hamilten and Lee had been
telling thelr staff officers. In Fayette County the
big fish was Albert Gallatin, but he nad already ruined

- Hemilton's plans by taking the lead, at great personal

rigk, in the campalgn for submission to the federal
officers., In the Pltitsburgh reglilon the big {lsh was

H. H, Brackenridge, whom Hamilton described to Washing~
ton ag the "worst of all seoundrels," . . . L

Hugh Bvackenridge « o worked his way up from povw~
erty, bteaching school, tutoring, slerking in law offices
in various Pennsylvanla towns. At Princeton where he
was the literary mentor of young Madison's poetloal
coterie in which 50 meny literary patriots had flrst
sharpened their quills, he tutored Henry Lee. . . .
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Among hils most virulent 1llwishers was & brother lawyer
named Woods whom he was opposing in that fell's con=-
gressional election and General Neville, the inspector
of revenue, who had escaped from his burning house to
run for his lifa across the mountains.

¢ + ¢ It had been Jisc@vexad that Brackenridge, who

llike Gallatin in the adjolning couunby had been ridjmg
around securing signatures to the articles of submis- -
slon, had been so busy getting other men to sign before
midnight of the final day . set.in the Presldent's procla-
mation that he had forgotten to sign himselfs . . .
(However, Hamilton found that the blg fish were inno-.
cent and the teachers were turned loose.) . . . Hamilton
wag letting off his chilef "“character fit for an example."
Even in the heat of partisan conflict he was personally
incapable of framing an innccent man, The show of force
“had falled., ' : ' ’ :

.« . In the elaction which had been qulietly goling on
through all the turmeoil of marching men the hated Gal-
latin was elected to the House of Hepresentatives. . . .

Among the Republlcansg coolheaded Gallatin, with his
- long sharp nose and his metlculous speech, is in com=-
mand ., ... (Gallatin, the teacher, 1s very much & part
of the struggle betwsen Burr and Jefferson for the
Presidency. He sticks to Jefferson--and plays much
politics to win the election for J@ff@rson.)

Next day, Tuesday, February 17 Gallatin is aple ho
write with enormous relief bto his wife: "We have this
day after 36 ballots chosen Fr J@fferqon President, , ."

(And out of deep gratitade, Mr. Jeffeggen is saying),
"The treasury mugst go to Galliatin . .

In documenting Mr. Jefferson's great concern for
American education reference has already been made to the
teaching background of President James Madisgon, who followed

Jefferson and contlnued to exert great influence on behalf

37Dos Passos, OR. cit.,'at random from pp. 282-440,
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of‘education. Further documentation llluﬁtrates hie 1nterast
in sei@noe and in “learming by doing" as a mathod.

In Wiiiiamsburg his old schoolfellow, Madison of
‘Montpellier's cousin, the Heverend James Madison from
up in the valley, was planning to build a balloon f°§8
the edification cf his 8tudent& at William and Mary.
M@dioon WaLs followed by Monroe, No reference Lo |
M@nroa,w%& xortncaming but Monroa 8 aasociation with Jeff6r~
son, Madison, and Joha quinoy Adans 30n1d not have, b@en with~
out effeot, JOhﬂ Quincy Adams served ma_é,» etary of 3 -tate
under Monroe and had Quite an influsnce onn the Monroe}
administration,
| When Aaamé tovk over the reins of the Presideﬂcyﬂhé v
had great ambitlons to promote education, the arts and
- Belences, bub his inabllity to play pelitics in great
meagure kept ﬁim from implemanting the pfogram he desireﬁ |

80 much, Later in his life, however, he was to have a part

in thavfoundaﬁibnzof the'ﬂprOQressive“ movement in education.

John Quiney Adams , . . was an excellent writer‘in
both prose and verse and held % professorshlp ln Hervard
College for three years . . 3 ST R

He had in 1806 been mppointed to fhe chair of rhetorie
and oratory iam Harvard College . .

38 | -
.3‘ ; ‘\‘;d. , po‘ 93'
-39,

Morén, on. glbe, ». 73,
40

Johnson, op. eit., I, 84,
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John Quiney Adams . . . toward the end of his sena=
torial term, however, he had bsen made professor of

rhetoric abt Harvard, and delivered his 1ee&¥ras, afterm
ward published, before the students there,

The end of the John Quincy Adesms' term found Andrew
dJackson the new President and the *gréah revival in educatlon"
beginning., The Dictionary of Am&rioaﬁwﬁiograghx reports that
Jackson

+ + « returning to his native settlement, he tried his
%§2d5%2d592§0i;§aa0h1n@zaﬂd finally deeiﬁea to take up
ay .o
and establlshes hls background in educatlon. It was about
this time that the states began to establish school systems,
John Tyler, the tenth Presldent, "served as Governor
of Virginia and Chancellor of William and Mary‘@ollega¢"a3
Millard Fillmore, the thirteenth President, also had
some experience in the educatlional fleld.
When the family moved to East Aurera, near Buffalo,

young PFillmore continued his law g&udy, teaching school
meanwhile to make ends meet . .

- Fillmore was Ege first chancellor of the Univarsity
of Buffalo . . _ .

Millard Fillmore . . . in 1819 . . . began thﬁéstudy
of law, & part of the time teaching school . .

“lJ&me& Truslow Adams, op. gibt., p. 137.
uzJQhﬂéong _QP_,»’ Q;td’ IX, 526.
uBMoran, op. ¢it., p. 119.
Lply Ly
Johnson, 0. elt., VI 380, Ibida., p. 381,

46Wllson, op. elt., II, 453,
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Not many know of Pwesi&ent Abraham Lincoln's sahool

teaching days but the fallowing little story verifies |

Lincoln as a teaoh@r using hls own words in his own inimi-

table way.

o » “I am remin&ed," and Mr, Linaoln s&idz "You
may th know 1t, bubt I taught school, for a little
while, in a log cabin school house with split logs
for seats, I couldn't teach much, The 'scholars,"
about a dozen, ranged in age from six to sixteen, For

reading the only book we had was the Bible.. The whole

school was one class in reading, and they'd come up to
me and read, veyse and verse about, in rotaticon. The
little boys and girls were nearly all about seven,
elight, or nine years old, Bub there were older ones
oo, and one of them was & dull-wltted sixteen=year
0old named Willy, who was as tall as I was--a greab,
gtumbling, awkward fellow, :

"As we were reading along, the little boys and
glrls picked up every verse, rattling off with easy
precision the memorized, oft repeated text, Bub
Willy found it wvery difficult to read. I had alwost -
physically to 1ift him over it, not only word by word
but syllable by syllable, At last we got to the story
of the fiery furnace and the particular verse about
Shadrach, Meshaghk, and Abedne@o. Slowly and painfully
we gobt over it., Then the little girl next in order
pilecked up the following verse and rattled it off.
Willy began to bawl., 'Willy,' I sald, 'what's the

matter??' ‘'Teacher,' he says, .'I counted down the
verses hg;e, and here come bthem three damm fellers
again, '

Af ter Pr@sidehﬁ Linéoln was agsaaéih&ted, it.fell
upon PreéidentlAndrew Johnsoﬁ-@e‘sign into law the bill
creating the Department of Education., The bill had been
introduced into Congreses by Ohlo's Congressman James A,

Garfield and was approved in March, 1867. President

Q7Louis Brcwnlow, Th@ Pre»idegh and the ?residegcx
(Chicago: Public Administration Service, e, 1949), p. 9.
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Johnson eppointed Henry Barnard to serve a8 the first Unlted
States Commlssloner of Education, a position he held for
three years. Barnard had worked for a national education
agency far about thilrty years, since the state of Massachuw-
setts had established the State Board of Education in 1837,
At that ﬁime, Horace Mann was the presldent of the Maasaehu«
)sétts Senate and»offlﬁially signed'thé bill into law, :Mann
' bhen became the first secﬁetary of the board and began o
work ardently for education for all. Dernard worked bo
expand the state organizatich to a natiehal’organization
and wag f;nally successful wiﬁh the slgning into law\of the
Garfield Bill. |
~ James A. Garfield became President in 1880, but before
he cmuld be of much more servide to his country, he was shob.
Garfield died in 1881 on September 19th.

Chester A. Arthur succeeded Garfileld. Arthur had
also been a'schoal‘teaoher;‘but was later to become the boss
of a corrupt New York pélitioal machine. After he hecame
President he deserbéd the machine and loest his chance to be
renominated by the Republlcan Party. |

« « . Before he was thirty (Garfleld) had scraped
together an education, exhausted the intellectual
offering of the Western Reserve Ecleotic Instltute
(later Hiram College}, joined the Disciples Church,
worked his way into and through Williams College with

the class of 1856, and served as ta&gger and even
principal of the Institute at Hiram.”

“8onnson, op. cit., VII, 145,




