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CHAPTER I
INTROBUGTION

Failure in reading may csuse a child not only blighte-
ing Insecuribty in school, which fyequently gives rise to \
serlous parsonallty maladjustments, baﬁ also an embarrassing,
bellttling Insecurity in his soclal 1life at school and in
the hons. A reading ¢linie may pley an lmportant psxt in
the propar development and future sgsoclal adjustuent of lis
students,

Fundamentally, reading clinics are organiaeﬁ to
provide aprroyriate guldance for puplls who do not read ap
to capeelty. While 1t is true that the approach to reading
may dlffer, every reading clinic has as one of its major
goals the diagnosis and correctlon of reading probleus,

In & survey of all resding clinles in the United
States, 1t was established that wmost ollinles are university
or college controlled, although there are many private
elinics in dpﬁ:ation.l According to the surveyor, "1t is

apparent that more end more reading clinics are being

lyal ter B. Buybe, "atudy of Reading Clinies,"
Sehool snd Socleby, 82:138, Oatober 29, 1885,
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orgenized throughout the cauntry."% buring the past
thirty years there has been an loncreasing interest in the
establishment of reading clinics.

In the summer of 1949 the Leura Ann Sisk Memorial
Reading Clinlec began to provide disgnostic and yemediaml
reading ﬂarvice at the College of the Paclfle. This report
will present a history of the clinle from 1ts beglnning

through the spring semester of 19006.
Te THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem, It was the purpose of
this study (1) to present to ths Gellegé §£ the Pacific a
wyltten racord of the hlstory of the Laura Ann Sisk Memoriasl
Heading Clinlc since its lnceptlon; (8) to trace 1ts growth
in secope and phllosophy by partr&ging past and present
methods and technigues emplcyeﬁ;”(@) Lo analyze the results
of e¢linie practices which were obtalned systsmarically; and
(4) to dlscuss the future plans for the development of the
clinie. |

fnpoxtance gg the gtudy. It is the lavestigator's

daslre that the data presented may be of practical value to

1pid.




the College of the Faclfie, to the stadents entering the
field of ra&diﬁg and Inberegted In remedlsal methods, to
those desiving to know about the nature of the clinie, ard
to bhose seeking & meéns of evaluatlon of pagt opsratlons

in ordexr to plan for the future of the olinle,

gources of Information., Iunformatlon for this study
was sgeured In the following manner: |

le By interviewing the following people who vere
dlireectly Invoelved ln establishing the clinle or who have had
some responsibllity for 1lts opesratlon: Dsan J. Mazre
Jantzen, Dean Willls N, Potter, Mrs. Vivienne Sisk, Mrs.
Norms Cordet, Dr., Hazel L, Wolhaupter, Miss Amella Bartaz,
Dr. K, H, MacPherson, Miss Barbarae Bowsr, Dr. Charles
Coffey, and Dz, Ned i, Russell.

E,' By investigating pmst_matarialﬁ on file in the
raading'élinie and c¢linical services offlce.

4., By checking with the buslness @ffiea for the
spaclflc pmryeée of checking the pexr cent of time spent
by several dlrectors, |

4, By reviewing collegs cataloguas and collesge
bulleting.

%, By checking with the registrar's office In re-

gard to the number of clliniclans,
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6, By visiting the publie and college lLibrarles to

secure lnformatlon from back issues of the Stockion Hegord, g §
the only souros of loecal publicity. ' ;

Orgoanization of the theslis., The thesls is dlvided :
into five chapters. The introductory chuptaripxasenta ) E

statemont of the problem, discusses the importance of the
study, aml llsts the sources of information. Chapter II

- Includes information on the histariéal origin of the clinlc,
In Chapter III an attempt is made to portray the growth
that has taken place in ths clinic. The dirschtors are
listed in ciwonologleal order and thelr philosophlss,
methods, and technlques are dlscussed., Also, 2 brief
descripbion of the work done in conjunchbion with the othex
elinics 18 presented.. Chapher IV ls & repoxt on the reading
clinic cases. The final chapter, Chapter V, presents a
sumieyry, attenpts to dravw some conclusions,. and dlscusses

plansg being formilated for the future of the reading clinic,

Limitations in exploring the problem. Althoagh
avary effort was maaé o gather accurate information, the
' validiby:cf this report should be interpreted In view of
possible gxajudi&e by the person being interviewed, or tha 1
person iﬁtarpxatimg the records., Vhenever and wharavay
possible, figures and facts were verified in as nany ways

ag were available,



CHAFTER 1T
THE HISTORICAL ORIGIN

For some time prior to 1949 both Dean J, Marc

Jantzen and Dean Willls N, Potter had thought in terms of

a:naed for establishing a reading clinle for the Collage
of the Pacific,

Such a c¢linie could prove to be an aésat to the
college and ths people 1t would serve., While helpling
children with reading handicaps 1t aculdtalse provide the
college students in the Department of Nducation and allied
departments wilth practical expsrience, under supervision,
in ramedial resding, |

Through the generous contributlon of My. and Mrs.
Lavwrence Slsk bthe desire of Degang Jantzen and Potter fox a
readling c¢linlec at the Collegae of the Paclfic bLecams a

reality during the firgt summer sesslon of 1849,
I. THE REBADING CLINIC Is EﬁT&BLISHEB:

Wnlle teaching psychology of readlng, Psychology
170, Dean Potter felt Lt lmperative that a practicum
course in the treatment of reading dlsabllitles be esta~
blished. Puring the school year of 1948-194% Dean Potter

called upon Dean Jantzen in regard te the founding of a



reading clinic at the College of the Pacifiae., Tt was
decided to plan toward thls goal in the immediate futuxe,.

The thought oscurred to Dean Jantzen that Mr, and
Mra, lavwrence Sisk of Medesto might possibly be interested
in establishing a memorilsl to honor thely daughter, Laura
Arn, who had been killed by an automobile on April 285, 1947
et Tive years of age.

In the fall of 1248, Dean Jantzen discussed his ldea
with Mrs, Sdshk who was dolng graﬁuat@Awdrk at the collaege
at that time, Mrs. Sisk was lmmedlately interesbed in the
projeet, Un Sundsy evenlng, February 135, 1948, a dinney
meeting was held at the home of President ﬁurns. The
parpose of this neeting was to determine the feasibility of
opening a reading clinic st the College of the Pacific,. In
abttendance were President and Mrs. Burns, Mr. and Mrs. Sisk,
Dean and iits, Jantzen, Lean and Mrs. Potter, and Dr. and
Mrs, K. He MacPherson. Dy, MacPharason, a local optometrist,
was prasent becanse of his Interest in prohnlems of reading
disability, He had studled under WTumett Betts at
Pennsylvania State Unlversity and Samusl Benshav abt Ohlo
Gtate Unlverslity.

It wag at this meeting that the plans for a readling
clinic at the Collsge of the Facific bagan to crystalize,

One of the major problems which confronted ths group was

e R
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that of finding available space. It was decided that the
problem could be solvad by partitioning the alcove at the
head of the stalirs in Qwen Hall, Owen Hall, which had beah
completed in the spring of 1948, housed both the psycho-
logleal and educational dapartments,

With the generous contrlibution of Mr, snd Mrs. Slsk
the space in Owen Hall was utillzed snd eguipmant wasg
parchaged. The lnstruments purchased Included a tachis-
toscope and teleblnocular,

In the spring of 1949 Déan Potter began to scraen
the first students for the reading clinle. The processing
of these students wlll be discussed In the next chapber.
The first swaner session of 1949 marked the beglaning of

the reading clinle. Dean Potter served as the first
director and Mrs. Slsk acted as hls agsistant.,

The firat reguler student-cliniclans to work wlth
the fiftean children enrolled ware: Marguerite Abdallah,
Mable W, Barron, Bthel C. Dundore, Mary M, Greanwood, Norme
. Gordet, Audrey Helwm, Minnle Johnson, Doxis Opdahl., -
Sivyl L. Pearceg, Grace Russell, Bobeyt L. Settexrlee, Joan

J, Bmollett, and Hazel K. Willburn,




11, SUMMARY

The 1ldea of Deans Jantéan and Potter for a readlng
¢linic at the College of the Pacific became a reality. Nr.
and Mrs. Lawrence Sisk of MQd@Sﬁs donated the nmonsy nacésﬁary
to begin the operation of the e¢linlc, The clinic was named
the Laure Ann Sisk Memorizl Reading Clinic in memory of
thely ﬂéughﬁer who was killed inhan automoblle accldent.

The first segsion began In 1949 wiﬁh Dean Potter as
director and Mrs, Slsk serving @as his asslstant., Fifteen
children and thirteen clinleisns were enrolled during the

first summer,



CHAPTER TIX

A SEQUENCE OF CLINIC ADMINISTRATIONS, PROCEDUHES,
AND POLICIES |

This chaptey will attenpt to present In seguantial
order the history of the resading eclinic from 1lis b@ginning
in the summer of 1949 through the spring semester of 1956,
The emphasis willﬁbe’on the elinic and its operation--uwith
reference to the individual director's methods of remedial
Instraetion, tecbnldgues of diagnosis, and philoémphy of
raading.,

In as much 88 the investigator's deglre is merely
to present a history of the clinle, no attempt will be made

to evaluate bthe methods, technliques, or philosophy employed.
. SUMMER OF 1949

The dizector and his assistant. Dean Wlllis N,
Potter was the first director of ths Laura Ann Sisk Memorlal
Reading Glinlc. He had jolned the collegs faculty ln the
fall of 1947, 1In Septenber of 1947 he rscelved hils doctorats
in education from the Penngylvenia State University. At
the time of this writing, Desan Fotter 18 director of
secondayy education and daan of the Division of Graduate

Studles at the College of the Paclfic,

TR LTI T T TR LT et W W TR TG IEAN E 3 SRTEA, TUR RS T
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st. Sisk, who with her husband had made the initial
contribution toward the clinle, served as Ux, Fotter's
first assistant, Previously, as & classxémm taacher She
had become Interested in chlldren with reading disabllities.
Mrs, Sisk, under Dr., Potter's direction, sided the clinlclans

In working more effectively with thelxr clients,.

Selection of the flxst cases., Dean Potter began té
sereen the applicants fox reading instruetion during the
spring semaster prior to the opening of the clinie. The
" number of elientg accepbead vwas limitéﬂ, ag he wag not
certaln of the number of e¢linlelens who would reglster for
the practlcum course, Instruction was to be on an
indlvidual basis,. |

fhe elinic ﬁiracﬁox held an lnitial interview with
one or both of the parents of the cases referred to the
clinic, If the problem nppesrsd to beg a cl@aﬂ cage of
mantal retardation or merely a discipline problem, the
ehnild was not accepted, VWhare there was some question,
Dgan Fotter adininistered an intelligence tast which usually

was the Revised Stanford-Binet test of intelligsnce.l

liewis M. Termen and Maud A. Berrill, Measuring
Intellizence (New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1837),
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Before the session wag over, all of the clients had been
given individual intelligence tests. Obher tests of
intellig@mca used iﬁ the clinle included: Tha Hechslex
Intelligence Scale for Children” and the Arthux Performence

Seale.d

The Psycholugy of Remding gourse. Dean Potter bagan
to glve the course, Psychology of Reading, in the summer of
1948. The following description of the course appesred in E
the summar session bulletin for that year:

e « » Study of the psychological processes involved

in reading, of the devalopment of the all school
reading program, and of the diasgnostic and remedial
procedares applicabla to cases of reading Alsablility
in both the elemantary and secondary school.% .
The course was also taught in the fall semester of the 1948-
1949 gsehool year, but not in the spring. It was out of
thase courses that e need axose for a practicum course in i
remedial reading. Heading and the Educative Process, by

Peul Witty,® was used as a general text, Othsr wWorks ?

4havid Wechsler, Weghsler Inteliigence Seale oy
Ghildren (New York: The Psychologleal Corporatlion, 1949),

“Grace Arthur, A Folint Sgalg of Perfoymsnce Tests
(¥ew York: The Commonwaalth Fund, 1943),

4C1Linleal Services Summer Session Bulletin, 1950,

Spaul Witty and David Kopel, ﬁgggin% and_the Educa-
Live Procasg (Boston: Ulnan and Company, 1939),
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aelactga for outside reading includad books by F@rnald,ﬁ
Mcﬁe@,v Betts,® Hayris,” 0619,10 and Meﬂullough.ll

This course in Psychology of Reading furnished an
overview of the psyvchological and physiologleal procesases
1n feading.‘ms well as the basic causes of reading dls-
abiliﬁy,vimaluéing methods of handling this disability.
The course lncluded a gtudy of methods of increasing
reading rate, Improving comprehension, bettering the pupll's
attitude toward raading, and developing a gight voecabulary.
Ganeral technigues of working with pupilﬁﬂwere discussed and

anelyzed 8180,

6Grace Maxwell Fernald, ﬁg@?ﬁi&l Technigues in Basic
School Subjects (Hew York: Mourawiilll Book Company, Ing,,
1943), '

‘Tpaul Gordon MeKee, The Teaghing of Readios in the
Elementary ichool (Boston: Houghton MIfflin Company, 1948).

Bimmett Betts, Lhe Preventlon snd Corraction of

Reading Difficulileg (Gvanston, Illinols: Row, Peterson and
Gompany, 1936). _

“Albert J, Haxrls, How Lo Incresse Heading Ability:
A Gulde to Dimgnostic and Hemedial Mathods (London: Longsans,
Green and compsny, 1941). '

10r,uella Cole, The Improvement of Reading (Wew Yorks:
Farrsy and DRinehaxyt, 19387

llcqnstanee Mary #MeCullough, Ruth M. Strang and
Axthar ¥, Traxler, Froblems 1n the Inprovement of Heading
(New York: MclGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc,, 1946).
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Beading Llinig by The Reading Clinle
Practiauﬁ bacame a two-unlt course with the prersquisite

of Psychology of Reading or teaching experlence. Sines
most of the student eliniclans had previoualy been enrolled
in De?n Fottaexr's Psychelogy of Reading eclass, an opportunity
wag nowﬁproviu@d to beeome segualnted with the functions,
oparation, organizatlon, and equipment of reading clinics
and to enploy px@viauﬁly discussed hathods and  techniques

of diauno is and remedial reading--in actuel practices,

L gatieg of Lhe clinle office and resding rooms.
The nawiy parﬁitjwm@d office at ths head of the stalrs in

Owen Hell served as headquarters and a conference Xoom,
hddittanal rooms In Owan Hall were ut&iiaad icr readling
ﬁaﬁtxuctlun. With these faclilities an aﬁtampt was made Lo
caxry out the functions af the elinle in as smooth a Fashion

as posaible,

igﬂ g;iggg. Fiftoen clients were envolled at the
beginning of the ¢linic. The average cese came for one
full hour a day unlaaa Lb@ra was & speelal reason foy axbra
tine. lWork was done soialy on an iadividuml basis.
Farther Information regarding tha_individgal students will

ba presented in the following chapter,
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The eliniclan., Ths methods and technigues that wars
employed by the elinlelan veried becsuse the remsdial
Ingtruction was structured to meet the childts apparent
nesds, However, presented below are certain basic pro-
cedures that were followed to scme aextent by each clinician
with avery student,
1. The clinician attempted to establish rappoxrt
lmmediately so thet the child felt accepted and at sasa.
Ze Various dlagnostle procedures were used. In
addition to Informution sscured from school records, tests .;
were adminlstered durlng the clinic session in orxdexr to :
determine the student's potentlel and current ablllity in
various srees of resding. These lncluded such tests asg
the Gates,1? Sangren-Woody,'® and Gray's Oral,'4 reading
tests, Also, every client's vislon was screened with the
telebinocularx, | :
e Instructlon was begun st the pupll's current .

grade lavel or slightly below,

124z thur I. Gates, Frimary, Advenced Primazy énd
Survey Reading Tests (Wew York: Buresaa of Publications,
Tevchars College, Columbla University, 1942). ;

13pavl ¥, sengren and Glifford Woody, Sangren-tigody %
Bendding Tegt (New York: World Book Company, 192&).

Ldwuiiliem S, Gray, Stondardized Qrsl Reedlng Pora-
graphs (Illinecis: Public @choml'?ublighzng'Ccmpany%. o
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4, Successful and challenglng l@axming was conside-
ared of ubtwost lmpoxtance to every puplls

e A déily diary was kept in which the clinlcian
raported the wethods and bechnigues employed and guve &
zensral aecqun% of the activities and conversation that had
taken place durlng that sesslon,

G¢ A dally meeting vas held with all the clinlclans,
where technigues, procedures, and various mthér ltems were
discussed,

7. The bachlstoscope was used dally, but gparingly,
ageoyding to the need,

B ALl the older students Were encouraged to do
interesting outside reading. |

De  Light vocabulery was developed lmmadlately.

10, Fach clinleian was expscted to meet with his
student's parent oy parents at least in the beginnlng and
toward the end of the sesslon, Dean Potber stressed that
parents lesin what was Eaking<pla¢e and bhe developed an
oubline fai parent conferences, ‘The information was designed
to explain te the parent the results of a disgnostic analy-
sls of the child's probvlem, to digcuss the procedures being
used in the elinie, and to recoumend ways in whieh the
parents could asaist the child.

These basic technlques weye utllized In verying

degreas by the directors throughout the clinle's history
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and so will not be reltereated in the remalnder of the
ehapter, unless it ly felt by the lovestigator that they

differ to a slgnificant degree.
IT, 1949-1960

Although the clinic vwas not in operation during the
seiool year 1949-1950, an 1m§6rtant event tock place, - On
May 3, 1949, the follwwing article apreared in the Stockbon

Record:

BAPANSION OF COP SERVICHE-TRAINIVG
PROJECES OUILINED TO SERVICE CLUBS

A program for expanding and co-ordinating [lve
clinical seyvice~tralning projects at the College of the
Paecific was cutlined to Stockton and Lodl Ssrvice Club
representatlives Friday night.

Slnultaneously, COP President Robext ¥, Burns and
Dean J, Marc Jantzen snnounced that Dy, Ned M. Russell,
of Kansas Clty, had bsen numed to head bthe expanded
program,

Pirectors of the projsets in spaech corregetion,
mugleal therapy, chlld play therapy, remedlal reading,
and mental hosplial experience, outlinad the purposes
and methods and typleal case historles.

LA R B I 2 e e D D D D D D U D DR S D S I D R D D T

The remedial reading clinle, latest projeset will
open with the summer sesslon, Dr. Willis N, Pobtey,
director, announced., The clinic will dlagnose types and
- causes of reading dlfficulty and direct corrective
technlques for them.

Jantzen told service club rapresentatives that much
of the e¢linle work is virtually unigue in Noxthern
Callfornis with three of the projects bslng plonsgred
at C.0,F.
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Jantzen said Dr. Bussell, ths new co-oxdinator, also
will serve as psychologist for San Joaguin County
Schools as well as co-ordinator. Russell 1s presently

- psychotheraplst and consultant for the Veterans
Adminlstration in Kansas Clty and vas formagly 8d gL -
tion department head at Union College, Ky.»-

lad ¥, Russell became the

In September of 1949,‘Qr.~1
cegfdinatar of elinical services which included the speech,
pasle, play therapy, and reading clinics. In addition to
his new ﬁcsihian'am céoxdinaﬁer, Dr. Russell assumed the
duties previously held by Dr, W, N. Mitchell, as head of
the Departient of Fsychology and dilrsctor of the Play
Therapy Clinlc,

This is the oxlgin of clinie ccordination at the
College of the Pacific end shovys the beginning of the relaw
tionship of remedial reading to the other elinics. However,
two or thrae students during the first segslon had algo

been enrolled In other clinics previous to thls tims,
ITT.  SUMMER QF 1980

During the school year of 1949»1?50; the clinic was
not in operation. Psychology of Resding was taught by Dean
Potter duﬁin& the spring sgmester, B

The Reading Clinic resumed operatlon on June 20, 1960,

Dean Fotter sageln served as director. His new assistant

19gtockton Regord, May 3, 1949.
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wag Mrs. Noyma Gordet, & graduate student, who had been a

cliniclan during the previous summey, and was an @xpari-

enced public school teacher,

Twenty eliniclans and c¢llents were enrclled for the

five-waek session, Since many of the c¢linlcians had other

classes some of the work with students wag accomplished,

of necessity, during the afternoon.

An attempt was made to

scheduls the younger puplls for the morning hours to avoid

the extreme alternoon heat experienced during this parti-

cualar summer 5esslon.

It wag during thls year that some group work Iirst

tock place, Occagionally, two or more clinicisns would plen

a portion of thelir woxk together.

In a bullebin issued by clinlcal services that

sumney the following fees were listed for the five-uaeek

ggssion:

- PUPLLE WHO LIVE OFF CAMPUS
Instructlonal fea . « . &
PUPTLE WHO LIVE ON CAMPUS

Instractional fee {Includes heslth
and swim fee)

Hoom f8e . « ¢

L]

Boaxrd fes (subject to change) . .

Buapsxvisory fe@ + o ¢ o

The cllents who lived on campus were with

were enyolled in speech therapy.
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£ab,00

31.00
27« B0
65,00
10.00

students who

Arrangements and AcCCOMNO-

dations for houslng and supeyvislon of the students were

handled by tha snasch department.
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Ebi the first time a limited ameount of work was
carried on in the clinic daring the school year., Undax
Dean Potter's direction, Leonsyd Clerk, a graduate student,
who had bsan 2 elinlolan the ptavious sumney, worked with

three clients.
V. SUMMER OF 1951

It was during the summer of 1961 that a significant
evant cccurred. The Raaanh@ra Foundatlion of Ban Franclsco
awarded a $50,270,00 grant to the Collaga‘of the Paelfllic
Cliniloeal Services. The followlng announcement appeared in
the Stockbton Hecord on July 7, 1951:

$A0,ET0 GRANT TO COP
WILL ALD CHILDREN

5.F. Foundation
G1ft Annocuncad

A grant of 330,870 from the Rosenberg Foundation
of Ban Franclsco for new work in personality adjustment
projects adminlstered by the College of the Paciflce
clinicel services program was announced todsy by
Pacific Pre&idant Rabert &. Barns. ‘

qtvuasqn(.oqoqcqu‘ntquteﬁli

The grant will bay new technleal equipment, provide
for a new full time stell appointment, two grsduate
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eliniecal assistants, more clerlcal helyp, and. {he :
engagement of speecial lacturers and aXperta.lb :

L A N T T T T R R T T T T S S S S SR
The grant 1is further described in & neuwspaner
article of (ctober 24, 1951, tltled “Work on Clinical Grant

to COP Observed by Foundatlon Director." The article

speaks of the visit by Mrs, Leslie Ganyard of San Francisco,

oxecoutive director of the Rosgenberg Foundation. HMrs, Ganyaxd
observed the various clinles In operation and afterwards
spoke to the clinlecal services group. In this article the
following descriptlon of the Rogenberg Foundation is given:
+ » o The Rosenberg Foundation ls a Gallifornla
phllanthrople corporation created ln 1935 by ths will
of native son Max L. Bosenberg. Broadly defined as lor
the ald of groups, organizations, and communitles
fostering new projects for the advance of human welfaxs,
. Mrg, Ganyard stressed during her vislt here that the
- foundation grants center largely ln projeets promoting g
ehild welfars, She sald the Rosenbarg Foundation is the
only one of its type the vwork of which is confinel to ?
Galifornia.l7?
The grant hed a decided sffect upon the reading clinie
and its operation,
When the grant was announced the flve-ueek summer
session was undervay. Dean Potter was still dlrector and

Mrs. Norma Gordet again served as hls assistant,

16stockbton Recoxd, July 7, 1951,

L7gtockton Ragord, October 24, 1961,
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For the first time the Reading Clinic Practicum was
uff@xad for three unitsg to those students whose program

permitbted more extensive work.
VI, 1951-1958

The 1981 -19562 school yaax brought about seversl
chenges In the reading clinle.

nean Fotter was granted a leave of abssence to accapt
a otate Dspartment assignment as visiting professor of
psychology &t the Syrlan University at Damaseus. Dr. Ned
Russell assumed the administrative responsibilities for the
operation of the clinie,
| Mlss Amella Bartz, special instructor for the
Eduecationally Handlcapped in the Stockton Unified “chool
Distriet, taught the Psychology of Reading elass during the
fall semester. Fourteen of the class members wsre teachers
who had been recommended by thelr school administrators to
receive tultlion fellowshlps offsred through the Rogenbeyrg
Grant, the ldea b@ing to axpand the c¢linle, not only in
service to chilldren, but to teachers as well,

The following teachers wore listed by the Pagific

Waekly ‘as having recelved these fellowships: Mrs. Iline B,
Guss, Mr. Glenn E. Buckley, Mrs. Geraldine Kickbusch, Miss
Mayjory Mehl, Mrs, Ellzebeth Strong, Mrs. Ruth west, ir.

~ Marecus Willlams, Mr. ¥#dwin §. Niegsner, Mrs, Dorothy Balley,
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Mrs, Bernice Vaughn, My. Thomas Lloyd, Mr, Richard Yeager,
Mra, Anita Grennan, and HMrg. Alice wade , 18

Miss Partz acted es consultant in the reading clinic
during the fall semester. ©he felt that remedial reading
was "“only good raaﬂing»-plus:“‘and that lack of an adequats
sight vocabulary was one of the blggest stumbling blocks at
the elementary and secondary level. For this reason she
emphasized the Ilmportance of having the cliniclans begin at
once to develop word recognitlon skills,

Miss Barbara Bower, a gradvuate student, recelved the
flrst reading fellowship as student-asslstant, offered
thxauwh the Rossenberg Grant, Miss Power worked with two
allents. Other duties included taking an inventory of
materials In the clinie, writing bilis, handling necessayy
- correspondence, maklng dilagnosas, and some parent intexr-
viewlng. »

Several Important additions to the clinlcal sexvices
staff were made possible at this tlme because of the
Rosanb&rg Grant.,

Mys. me Goleman was appointed to serve as pesychlatric

gocial work consultant to the entire clinical services

18paciric Weskly (College of the Pacific Student
Publication), November 30, 1981.
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group. Mrs. Goleman's services proved an asset to the
réading ¢liniec. | | | , |

: D Hudol@h‘wollaw, loeal psychilatrist, former head
of the Stockton State Hospltal end et the time engaged in
private practlice, offered nis services in the stalfing of
inter-clinic cases. Dr. Irving 4. Bexlin, psychlatrist at
the Langley Portex Clinlec in San Francisco, alsgo was
utilized as a consultant during this school vear. -

It was during this year that work was flrst done
with a college student in remedial reading, The client
wag unsuccessful In collegs work due to 8 reading handicap
and was referred to the clinlic. A very extensive program
of instruction for him was carrlied on by Miss Bower and

also by Mrs, Allice Little, & clinilclan,
VIL. SUMMER OF 1962

For the first time in the e¢linicts hisgtory the
practicum course was offered both sessions during the
summer of 1952, |

Dr, Hazel L, Wolhaupter, coordinator consultant for
the Modesto City Schools taught the two courses, Psychology
of Hesding and Regading Clinlce Practicum. This wag the
first summer that it became possible to take the two |

gouxrses concurrently.
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Procedures and technliques wioich Dr. VYolhaupter hed
her c¢linlciang follow ware similmr'to those of previous
directors, DLr. Wolhaupbter emphasized the use of experi-
ence charts and strongly felt that the materlals made by
e¢liniclans and cllents would prove more valuable than
mechanleal devices,

the agked her clinicians to make & speclal effort to
3&& that the child mastered something every day that he
could take home, A feeling of success by the client was
cong idexed an important @art of the remedlal instructlon.

Miss Bartz, who had taught the Psychology of Heading
and Headling FPractlcum during the school year, assumed
consultant duties during the seccnd sesslon.

Miss Bover cohtigued ag fellowship-assistant during

both swmmer Séﬁ&iOhQ.
VIII. 1953«1953

In the fall of 1958, Mrs. Slsk became director of the
read ing c¢linlic., Miss Power served as her assistant. During
that samester Miss Bower contlnusd to work with her two
students and lMrs. Slsk scregned applicants for the spring
semastar,

IMra. Slsk received hex A;E. at San Jose Stats

Collage in 1934, She had done graduate work at the College
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of the Eﬁcific from 1947-1950, Tn 1949, shas had been Dr,
Potter's asslstant, had originally endowed the olinic, and
had shown & continual interest in 1t since its inceptlion.
It seemed £itVing that she should assums the directorship

when & vacancy oceurrad,

- Agaln, the methods and techniques that were followed
ware similar to those used by previous directors with a few
minor excaptionsg, Mrs. Slsk emphasized the kinesthatic
approach to reading problems snd freguently had the
¢linicians employ what she termed a *modified-Fernald"
technique. She was of the opinion that those chilldren who
had falled oxr becoms partlally or Wbslly disabled In xreading,
no longer had marely &m‘educatianal'problem, but had
developed & parsonality problsem cauged by constant fallure.
Eegause of thls contention every effort was made to utllize
ﬁh@ services of the various other clinles throughout Mrs.
flsk's sdministration. | |

Hrs. Siﬁkftaught the Psychology of Readling class
duoring the fall somester and the practiaum»eaursﬁ during the
spring semsster,

An sdditional room was added to the clinic office
in the snriﬂg semester. Mtensive alterationsg in the room
were made possible through funds from the Rosenberg Fund and
also from an additional donation from Mrs., Sisk and her ‘

husband, Lavrence Sisk,



IX. SUMMER OF 1953

The Resenberg Foundation was stlll continuing its

support In the summer of 19563, Since the grant in 1981,

clinical staff meetings were weekly events, where Inter-

elinic problems could be discussed and cage conferences
held,

¥or the flrst time, Psychology of Readling wasg

offered In bhoth sessions,

The largast number of clients and cliniclans in the
elinie's history were enrolled during the first session of :
the summer. The flrst attempt at group work vas made at

this time by Mrs., Slsk, assisted by Miss Bower. Only

those children with extreme reading disabllity, severe E

| 1:
behavior problems, and those in the primery grades were ;
gilven individual instruction. This made Lt possible to :

sccapt more applicants for remedial instructlon. According
to Mrs. Sisk, group work necessitated careful selection of

chlldren and tsachers,

New direotor. Niss Bower assumed Mrs. &Slsk's

pdaiticn as director during the second five-wsek segsion.
She taught Psychology of FReading and the Readlng Clinie
Practicum.

In the clinie, work was done strictly on an Individual

basls that session. Miss Bower carefully supsrvised each
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cliniclan., HMiss Bower's instruction stressed the necessity
of & sequence of developmant in vauabulary and she inslsted
that every cliniclan was to work out a complets case

history on the ehild,
Ko 1953-.1954

Mirs., Sisk returned in the fall semsster of 1963 to
direct the resding elinlc and to teach Paychology of Reading.
The naw fellowship-assistant was Miss Bonnle Thompson, an
under ~graduate student with tsachling expserience. The clinle
wag In operatlon the entlre year and most of the work was on

an individual basis,.
XTI, SUMMER OF 1954

Paycnology]of Reading and Reading Clinle Practicum
ware offersd during the first sasglon only, from Juns 28~
July 5. |

;Twenty~two ¢linlcians were reglstered for the prac-
ticum course. Hrs, Sisk agaln fourd 1t satisfaetory to work
in small groups of four or fiva.

Miss Judy Wangelin, en undar~§radﬁata gtudent and

FPormer olinician vwas the assistant.
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Mrs. Sisk served as diracﬁoi during this year, Miss
Thompson rétuxﬂed as her asslstant,

Un August &l; 1964, the Rosenberg Foundatlon Granﬁ
was termlnated. Reginnling with the fall semester the
college agsumed the full financial burden of operating the
elinic. | |

'Extansive use was made of gorvice provided by Dr.
George Ingebo, who was head 6f the clinlcal services ieﬁting
and counseling section., Also, & number of difficalt cases
ware brought to ths clinicsl services staff to complete
diaznosls of tromtment end arrange for a planned inter-

clinic program of treatment.
XI1T. SUMMER OF 19558

The Tirst session was Mrs. Sisk's last ternm as
director of the reading cllnle, Again, a great deal of group
work vwas done and it was posslble to accommodate fifty
clients. BMrs. Giaays Franeis, & principal in the HModesto
Uity Schools, served as hax assistant.

It was during tnig session that Dr. Charles C.

Coffey, who had recently recelved hiﬁ doctorate from the
Univoersity of Washington first observed the clinic in

oparation,
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Dr., Coffey assumed dlrectorship during the second
session. For the first time the clinic had e full-time f
divector., Clarence Walther, & gradaate student in | |
psychology, served as his assistant,

In as much aé there were thirty clients end ten
clinicians, vwork wag done in gro&ps,  |

Dr, Coffey became Assistant Professor of Hducation
and Psychology, e had reeceived hils A,B, and 8d.EB. from
washlngton State College in 1948 and hi$.M,E“. and Ed.m;
from the Unlversity of Washington in iééi and 19565,

respectlvely.
ALV, 1o9H5-1956

br. Goffay followed what he referred to as & seven~
step plan In sereening children for admission to the clinic.
These steps Iincluded: (1) thé admission Interview with the
paraent and‘cnild.separately, (2) the potential cliant's
reading of the Gray's Oral Paragraphs, (3) The Gates Tests,
(4) the telsbinocular test end ths followlng tests which
Dr. Coffey had developed, (6) Problem-Solving List,
(6) Frimaxy Interest Check List, and (7) Reading sSkill Tests,
Dr. Coffey desoxribed the technigues employed in the
Keading Cliniec as "c@rreeﬁive readlng wilthin a develop~

mental framework," He impressed upon hils clinicians the
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lmportant role that oral rsading plays in dlagnosils.
| Dr. Coffey initisted the first formal follow-up
,préc&dura during the fall semaster, A follow-up survey was
gent to parents and teachers of students who had been
enrolled in Dr. Coffey's summer session. As a result of
the survey, conferences were held with interestsd class
teachers and clinlcal case records were explained and made
available to tham,

In the fall semegter four cliniclang and ten clients
were registersd., In the spring there were four cliniclans
and elght clients. Sceheduling was arranged so thaﬁ
Individusel instraction was glven.

Miss Carolyn Cima was graduate-sgsistant in the fall
and Miss Clare Fritsche, a senlor student served in that
capaclty durlng the spring. The assistant's responsibllities
ineluded working with the children, organlzing materials and
atbtending semlnars,.

Although work had been dona witﬁ collage students in
the pagt a more thorough program was planned durlng this
year., Thirty-two college stuadents wers referred and nénalaa
during bthe year on the basls of screening tests, recommenda~ -
tions of advisors, instructors, and deans., Thaelr problems
were dlagnosed by Dr., Coffey and an approprlate program was

planned to maeet thelr needs.
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AVe SUMMARY

Dean Willis N. Potter wag the first director of the
Laura Ann Sisk Memorial Reading Clinic 1n the summer of
1949, He served until the fall semaster of 1951. Work with

children vas adne on en individual basils.

In the fall of 1949, Dr. Ned M. Russell becsme the
coordinator of the ¢linical services and the rslationship
of the read ing clinic with the other clinlcs was officislly
astabllshed,

The first work was done on an uncfficial basis during N
the school year 19860-1981 by Leonard Clark, a graduate ﬁ
student, | | ' ;

A §30,870,00 grant was announced which provided fox
the c¢linlocal servlices by the Rosenberg Foundation of San
Francisoo from 1951-1984, ‘his grant wag responsible fox 3
several important luprovements in the remsdlal reading
programn and also alded In Integrating the various cllnles
on CAUPUS.

It was during the summey of 1951 that the practioum
course was Tirst offered for two or three unlts.

In 19561, br. Russell assumad administrative _
rasponéibilitias and Mise Amella Bartz taught the Psychology Q
of Reading and acted as consulbtant in the reading clinie, :

Also, during thils year, Miss Barbara Bower recelved the
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Tirst readingéfellowsnip as student assistent through the
Rosenberg grant, ' Another first during this year was the
work done with a client who‘was,atcallege;sfuﬂenta

Dr. Hazel L. Wolhaupter was aixechor:during the
first summer session of 1988, And for the first time in
the reading clinle's history the clinic was open during the
second'Session. Miss Bartz was again director for this
sesslon. |

Mrg, Sisk began as dlrector in the fall of 1952 and
sarved until the end of the first summer session in 19855,
except. for the second summer session of 198%, when Miss
Bower headed the clinic,

During Mrs. Sigk's administration the flxst real
attenpt at group wbrk wasfmada;-also the largest numbar of
c¢lients and clinielans in the c¢clinle's history were. enrolled
dufing one sesslion, , '
| In the sacdnd sasslon Dr. Charles G..Goffey, current
dir@ctor; assumed his position as the flrst full-time
diiectcr the clinic has had. During 1955-1966 an extenslve
program to aid college students was lnitlated and the first

offlclal follow-up was made,




CHAPTER IV
READING CLINIC CLIENTS

This chapter ls designed to present material and
informstion concerning the readlng elinic cases throughout
the elinicts history.

It 1s the investlgator's belief that the best way to
galn an overview of the work done by the reading clinic ls
to present, {rom avallable recoxds, a report on the cases
axamined and instructed and to i1llustrate briefly cases

handled.
T. REFORT FROM THE RECORDS CONCERNING CLIENTS

Several dlfficultles were encountered Iin surveying
the x@ad%ng elinic files. ©Since the records were in many
Instances Incomplete, 1t was felt that statlistical summarles
would be inaccurate and of 1ittle significant value in
portraying the history of the clinle. However, as a result
of the survey of recoxds In the flle, certaln general state-

ments regarding the clients can be made,

Rgpregentation of the sexes. The numbexr of folders

for malss is more than twice that of females, This would
be anticipated, as researeh hag shown that wore boys than

glrls have difficulty in reading. Helen Roblnson polints
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- out that "most clinics and reports of studies agres that
the majority of reading fellures seem to be boys."l A

number of theorles regarding this have been advanced,

Including such possibllltles as cultural and constlitutlonal

factors, Monros found that 84 par cent of fallures vere

boys,g Praston reported 78 pexr cant,3 and othsrs report

varying percentages,

Arsas served. An inspection of the files ylelded
the following information concerning the elilents' homes.
The majority of the students came from the Stockton srea,
Bighteen of the Stockton Unlfled Distriet schools wers
represented. ‘Ihe next largest group came from a ryadius of
fifty miles. The following towns weye outslide of this
Tifty mile radius: Arvin, Alameda, Tulare, Firebaugh,
Quiney, PFlacerville, and Ross. Tnere 1s one file which

lists a fourteen~year-old glrl from Longview, Texas,

lHelen M., Robinson, Wny Fuplls Fall 1n Readi
(Chicago: The Unlversity of Chicago Press, 1954), p. 96.

Auarian Monroe, Children Who Cannot Raad (Chicago:!
The University of Chicago Press, 1938),

%Mary I. Preston, "The Reaction of Parents to Read-
ing Fallures," Child Development, 10:1.73, September, 1Lo39.
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Aga. The youngest client recorded in the files was
a chlld five years old., The oldest pupil listed was twenty-
one, However, it 18 known that for a short psriod of time
a man in his fifties, with aphasia, was ruferred by the

speech department and received help In the reading elinle,

Beferrals., Agaln, very feu file& contalned informe-
tion stating how the clients had been referred, In most
cases, those files that did have this 1hformatich were
school referrals, The investigator learnad from the
directors that other sources of refarrals included* friends
whose chlldren were or had been in the clinia, other campus
clinies, 10@&1 physicians and communlty :acial agencles,

and gealf raf&rrals.

- Seeilsl positlon, MOﬁt}studants apﬁaar to cumé from
midﬁiawclass ho@@s. Tnls 15 concluded from information
located In the folders regaxding the ﬂacupation of the
clienty' fathevs. According to the records only one father
came from the laboring class., Although there ls lnsufficient
information regarding the oceuration of ar@nta, it is
cartain that the parcantaga of clients coming from the lower
class was small, Many children of professional people
such as teachers, dentists, and dmcﬁoxs, waere r&f@xreﬁ tc

the clinic.
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Hacg and nabtlonality. Several different nation-

alltiss have been represented among the clients of the
reading clinic. The distribution of clients by race or
vgationality cannot be calculated accurately, in as much as
the records madg at the time of lntake wers gensrally

Incomplete.

T1. REVINW OF SPRECIFLIC CASES RECEIVING
READING CLINIC HELP

The following lllustrative case hlstories were
extracted from the files, It would be almost impossible
in any oﬁe raport to list all the causes of reading dis-
ability{ However, an attempt has been made to shaw sevaral é
of the mbxe outstanding cases and also the more common
types of reading problems involving deficlency ln several
argas, It should be kept in mind that no two cases are
exactly alike, nox doss any ons cause u&ually act in isola-
tion, Since every individual varles, there 1s no tiuly
"typleal® case. Tven when group work was carried on in the
cliniec, an attenpt was made to handle individual needs.

The following cases have had names and personal
Information altered to prevent ldentification, For the
purposes of this paper only & very brief report is made and

there is no attempt to give a complete case history.



Vislon problem. One lad, eleven years of age and
in the fifth grade, was brought to the reading clinic by
his mothey,., She wag greatly concerned and stated thaet his
teacher sald he was only doing second and third grads work.

- The boy was given the usual dlagnostic tests--
including the bteleblnoculay visual éereaning test, Although
the priginal talebinoculay test blanks are not to be found
in the boy's folder, the clinician reported that the flvst
test results appeared "to depart from the normal, very
definitely;“ After shouwing the director the results, a
second test was sdministered and agaln a signlflcant dévia~
tion from normal expectation wag noted, although the
elementaxy school record indleated, on two occaslons, that
heg had 20/20 vision, |
» This diffaredce is accountsd for in an ayticle by
Dr. Kinney, Director of the Health Department of Pasadena
ity Schools, in which he points out that alﬁnough the
telabinocular ls not a diagnosihle instrument, 1t has a
dafinlte advantage over the Snellen Cha;t, frequently used
in the public schools, In that it tests “usabla 3igntW—~
binocular visibn, while the Snellen tests the sight of each
gye separately. <The lnabllity to coordinate two aeyas,

muscle imbalances, and fuglon difficulties are not




demonstrable by the simple Snellen skills.®

As a result of the clinic findlings, the boy received
a thorough optometric examlnation whigh revealed a
poxcaptual diffliculty and the vislon problem of‘far~sighteé~
ness. Glosses were fitted to correat the Tar-sightedness
anﬁ‘épprOpriata training was recommended for the perceptlon
difficuliy. An appropfiate program was lnstituted In the

reading cllinic to help him catch up Vo grade level.

Mirror vislon. One very lnterssting case was that
‘cffan alight-year-0ld boy who wvas diseovemed to hava‘mirrex_
vision. The clinlclan working with the child noticed that
he had a tendency towsrd reversals, a right to left
approsch, and confusion of words aﬁd letters.

Psychmmatrieite@timg wag done under the guldance of
the dlrector, and appropriate remedial methods uwere employed.
Mré. Fay Goleman acted as a llalson person between the
school and ¢linlecal services., The lad was also enrolled in -
play therapy. A staff confersnce was held ih which Dx.

Irving N, Berlin, the consulting psychlatrist, was prasant.

dpaul B. Kinney, "Problems of Visual Reading,"
GClarsmont Collegs Readlng Conference. GSeventeenth Yearbook,
Tﬁiar§mont, California: Claremont Gollege Curriculum Lahore-
atory). ' ‘
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When 1t was raported that tests and observations had
indicated that thls chlld had mirror vision, Dr. Berlin
stated that it was his opinion that difficultles in per-
cepblon would be due to psychologlcal factors, rabther than
physlologleal ones, unless some specliic physiologlical
défact could ba,uneavex@d. Following this conference a
checkeup was made by an oculisgt who dlscovered no physio-
logleal defects which could axplain the mirror vision.

An understending and cooperative classroom teachex
cooperated with the remsdial c¢linlc instructor who employed
& kinesthetic method highly recommended by Farnald.” The

training proved successful.

Beadlnz rgadliness., A young boy, six years of age
and in the flrst grade, was referred to the readling clinic
by the schowol.

Duxring the parent interxview held by Dr. Bussell, it
vag learned that the child hed a short attention span, had
not bsan succassiul in kindergarten, aﬁﬁ now was having
ﬂifficmlty In the first grade. Dr. Russell arranged for

the boy to be processed through the various dlagnostic

SGrace Fernald,’ Remedlal Technligues in %g@ic Sghool
( Yy 4t

Subjects (New York: MeGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc,, 1943).

e
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sections of the clinical sexvices Including: muslc therapy, %
testing, and the reading clinic, E

An examination by the testing departuent revealed
that the sabject had normael Iintelllgence., In the reading

elinic 1t was established that the child would profit from

8 carefully planned readiness program, In this particularx
case, the director made several obgervations In the child's
school classroom which substantisted the elinle's findings,
Afﬁar careful consideration of all factors, the dlrector
wag convinced thaet the boy would need a consldaerable length

of time bafore makling an adjustment to flrst-grade school

work and 1t was recommended that he be placed in kindergar-
ten during May and be promoted to the first grade the
follovwing Heptembex.

This cage 1llustrates thet some children need more

than an average length of time Yo become prepared for a
regular reeding progrem. The imporxtance of the readlng
cliniets disgnosls and recommendation in this case ig
1llustrated by Witty who points ot that:

It is recognized that afforts to force children to
read befoxe they hava achlaeved readiness results slmply
in bringing about confusion and discouragement. Mors-
over, it leads in some Instances to dsrlous consequences,
such as distaste for readling and emobional blockings

that interfere notlcsably with succaess in reading at
later perlods, : _

6paul Witty and bavid Kopel, Reading and the Aduca-
tive Process (Boston: Gian and Company, 1929), p. 46,
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Aphagia., A fourteen-year-old Mexican youth, just

Waaron

entering adolescence was rafarred to the reading clinle., A
case hlstory revealed that at the time of his blrth his
mother went into a diabetlc coma and he went into a similer
coma , which lasted for approximately forty-elght hours,

Hobart West, a visiting professoxr at the College of
the Paclfic, who ls conslidered an expert on aphasis, made
the followling dlagnosis:

1, Organie alexia, or basic inability to attach
neaning to written symbols,

2. Auneslc aphasis, or lack of the ability to verbal-
ize or to understand the concepts of spatial or temporal
relations; also psychosocial relations,

5. Bevere inferiority faalinggvan ganeral demoral -
lzatlon caused by:

8., Raclal discrimination.
b. Poor family background,
¢, His failures in school in resding, writing,
spelling, and in any sltuation that involves
language. :
Although the cllent had an approximate Intelligence
Quotient of 120 on & ¥.T1.5,C.,' Dr, West told the director
that the boy would be expscted to have an extremely limilted

reading vocabulary during his lif'etimas,

Tpavid Wechsler, Wechsler Intelligence Scale fox
Children (New York: The Psychological Corporation, 1949),




The lad was also snrolled in play therapy. An
interesting change took place in the boy's attitude. When
he first cams to the clinilc he was belligerent and unkind
to the clinician. After several weeks his attituds changed

consideyably. The seme clinlcian worked with the boy at

least tulce a week and somebtimes three tlmes per veek., He
learnsd to xespect hexr ag an lndividaal, reportedly
lﬁproveﬁ in his attitude toward hls peexrs, and took a
personal pride In his sppesarance which previously had been
80 POOY .,

The use of experlence sﬁoriés praved\vemy succassful
ia thls case, as he had @ keen memory and felt that he hed ;
. improved in this area,

The kinesthetlo approach was utllized frequently.
One of the most Interesting results obtalned was when the
cliniclan discovared the boy's extrems deslre to learn to ?
drive an automobile. She started to work on words pertalin-
ing to driving. He lemrned to recognize such words as slow,
pedastrian, stop, go, school, zone, detour, caution, rail-
yoad, crossing, street, one-way, zone, bus, snd mlle, Many
methods were utilized, but the kingsthetic approach proved
mest successiul,

Work with this boy was discontinued after he uoved

to another section of the clity. However, consldering the
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limitations get forth by Dy. Wast, the two years of therapy

showed evidence ol some success.

College student. Work with college students was
carried on intermittently during the clinic's histoxy.
The follewing ls an example of thls work. The young man, i
a freshman at Gollege of the Pacifilc, was having aifficulty
in doing college lavel &ork, although hig I.Q. was 129 on &
Binat.8 His father and mother were hoth éollege graduates.,
Although the boy hed an eye defect, 1t was feltb that this
was not the main cause of his problem. The readlng clinician
falt that there was considerable evidence showlng that his E
problam may have been brought about as a result of semotional F
instablility. Instruction for this student included skills
of reading hilstory, skimming, outlining, dictionary work to }
inerease vocabulary, and vwork with the tachlistoscope bo
Increase reading rate, Outslde reading, ilmproved study
habltyg, and oiganizétlon vwara also strassed.

The report of the clinician indicates that the
program carried out to ald this young man was comparatively

suceassial .

 Brewis M. Termen and Maud A, Merrill, Measuring
Intelligance (New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1937).
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Otliex c¢linic casegs. - The preceding cesss 1llustrated
some of the speclfic typss of cases seen throughout the
elinie's history. Appropriate mathods were devised aftax
the extent of reading retardation hed once been determined
by methods previously described, and specific aifficultles
of each pupil had been ildentified. Difficulty in word |

recognitilon, lack of an adsquate vocabulary, slow readling
rate, and comprehension troubles, were the moxa common
prcbléms ¢ncountered by cllents. The amount ofldifficuity"
gxperienced variad from client to 6lianﬁ. Most reading
problemns were not caused by an iaolatéd factoxr; rather,

malti-cansality was involved.

i

;_;?
‘E
#
¥

3
E
3
i
i

The methods employed to develop wor& recogniltion were
numerouS'ané selected to salt the Individusal needs. The more i
comman.précﬁicas'iﬁclud@d the Fernald kinesthatic technique,
Monroe's phonetlc aﬁproacn, and work with the Dolch &ight i
Vocabulary. | 1

Th@ problem of davelopling an aa@quaté vocabulary and é
understanding of individual words was attacked by such P
mathods as learning to use & dlctionary, making word-caxrd
boxes, and work wlith common roots, prefixes, and sulflixes.

The use of the tachistogcops proved a valuable aid.

for increasing the reading rate of some of the clients,
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Comprehension difficultlies were abttacked in many .
ways, For exampls, exercises in silent and oial raeading
with approprlate questions which a sentence or group of |
sentences answer, reading to verifly a glven statement, snd
reading to draw conclusions from facts given, vere a few

of the methods employed.
11T, SUMMARY

Since raports on all past clients are not avallable,
a complete statistic swmary is not presented in this report,

However, & survey of the flles compiled throughout
the clinic's hlstory shows the number of males to ba tulce
that of females, Most of the students of the clinic have
been from metropolitan Stockton. The largest group to be
served came from the surrounding fifty miles. According
to the files, the youngest cllent was ive and the oldest,
twenty-~one, However, a man in his fifties was knoun to have
“been enrolled in the clinic.

The files were Incomplete concerning referrals. In
most cases, where information was avallable, the referrals
were made by the school.

Most students were served from all soclo~-aconomic

groups and vould seem to fall in an expected normal curve.,
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Various racial groups and nationalitles were
represented throughout the history, but 1t was not poesible
to ealculate the percentage from availebls material,

Specific types of problem areas seen in the clinic
ware varled, Illustrated by the following cases: vislon and
perceptlon, mirror vision, reading readiness, aphasla, and
emotional dlsturbance; oné case descrlibed work vwith a
college student,

Genersl reading problems with which all clients
were confronted included: difficulty in-word recognition,
vocabulary ﬁ@velopmamt; comprehension, and reading rate.
Numerous methods and techniques were utilized to overcome
these deficlencies according to the indlvidual needs of

those served by the reading clinic.




GHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONGLUSIONS

An attempt has besan made by the Investigator to :

pregent & history of the Laura Ann Sisk Memorial Reading

Clinlec. The organlzatlion and fanction of the cllinic ware
portrayad in relation to the part played by the dlryectors,

thelr assistonts, and the cliniclang throughout the years,

Ie SUMMARY

Dean J. Marc Jentzen and Dean Willis N, Potter are
credited with the ldea of sstablishing a reading ellinic at g
the College of the Paeciflc, i

My, and Mrs. Lawrence Slsk of Modesto made the
initlial contribution towapd the clinic Yo honor thelr
daughteyr, lLaura Ann, who had bsen killed In an automobile
accident two years befors. This mcney‘was used to purchage
8 telebinocular and & tachistoscope, and to utillze space
for the clinle in Owen Hall.

Dur ing bthe first summer session of 1949 the Lauma
Ann Sisk Memorial Reading Clinlc was in opsration for the
first time. Dean Potter served as dlrector with Mrg. Sisk
ag his agsistant., The practlcum course was offered for

two unlts with the prerequisite requlrement of Pgychology
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of Reading or taaching gxperience, Fifteen clinicians and
thlrteen childran were enrolled durlng this sesslon.
Instruction for the clients was on an individual basis,

The clinic was not in operation in the 1949-1950 .,
school yéar. Howaver, it was in the fall of 1949 that é
Dr, Ned i, Russell assumed the newly created position of
elinlc coordinabor--which marked the official baginning of
clinic coordination at the College of the Pacific.

The elinlc was again in operation during tha first
summex session in 1950, Dr. Potter's new agsistant was
Miss Norma (oxdet.

Leonard Clark, a graduate student, 4id a limited |
ampount of work in the c¢linlc during the 19850-1901 school i
yeex. - \ |

During the summer of 1951 the $30,2370.00 Rosenberg '
Foundation grant to:the clinlcal services at the Céll@g& of
ﬁh& Paciflic was announced. It was during thils summer that
Dean Potter served as director for the last time. For the
Tizxst time the practicum course was offered for two or
three unlts,

In 1951-1952 Dr. Russell assumed administrative
»1@5ponsibilities for the operation of the readlng clinlc,
Misgs Amelia ﬁartz; from the Stockton Unified School District,

assumed~cansultant duties and taught Psychology of Reading.
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‘Miss PBarbara Bower recelved the first Rosenberg
reading fellowshlp as studenteassistant during this year,
and important additions to the total clinical services!
staff were made possible»through tﬁéﬁfunas from the
Rosenberg grant, |

- The practlcum course was offaered both sessions in
the summer of 1958, Dr, Hazel Wolnaﬁpher was director in
the flrst sesslon, and Miss Bartz in the second., - Miss
Bower continuad as the fellowship assistant,

Mrs, Sisk taught Psychology of Reading durlng the
fall and the practlicum course duxing the spring of the
1962-195% school yeax. The clinic facllities were enlargsd
that spring. Mrs. Sisk continued as director through the
firast swumer session of 1985, the only exception wag when
Mlss Bower served as diraector durlng the. sscond five-waek
sagslon of 1954, Her assistants throughout this time
included Mlse Bonnle Thompson during the two regular school
years and Miss Judy Wangelin and Mrs. (ladys Francls during
the two summey sessions. Mrs., Sisk inltlated the Lirst
laxge-~scals gIOQP WOX K |

August 31, 1954 the Rosenberg Foundation grant texr-
minated and the college assumed the full financial burden

of operating the clinic,
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Dr. Charles G. Coffey became the first full-time
dirsetor of the Laura Ann Sisk Memorial Reading Clinlc at
the beginning of the second summer session in 1965. Mr.
Clarence Walther was his assistant, The Misseg Carolyn
Clma and Olare Fritsche were hls assistants in ths 1955-1956
school year. The Tlrst concentrated work with collegs
students wae done in the 19551956 school ysar,

A survey of reading clinle flles revealed the fact
that many rsecords were incomplete. ﬁowaver,‘thevimvaatim
gatoy was able to make several observations concerning the
clionts, UNore malss than females were represented. Most E
cases came from the metropolltan Stockton aream, with the ;
next largest group within a radius of fifty miles. The
majority of referrals came from the schools. The cllents,
gamer&lly; came from middle-class homes, Varilous races
and nationalitics wers represented,

Many interesting cases have been sean and helped In
the reading clinic. Vision problems, mirror vision, read-
ing resdiness, aphasia, emotlonal problems, and difficulties
in word recognition, vocabulary devalmpment; comprehension,
and reading rate are examples of problems with whileh ¢lients
have heen faced ln varying degrees and have fraquently

OVayeoma,



IT. PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

Immedlate plans for the future disclosed by Dr.
Charles C, Coffey include thae offering of a graduate course

in Reading Glinic Practicum, which will encourage research

at the graduate level and additlonal resding clinle
gxperience, and closer lialson between the school and
clinlcg with a more Intensive failnw»up program In order to
ascertain methods whilch have been most effective.

In the 19566-1967 college year plans are undervay for
expansion of remedial Instruction for college students, :
, Experimentation will be conducted with homogeneous grouping )
of college students who can work together on mutual
problems, ’ |

- Tentative plans are belng formulated}for the flrst
reading workshop to be held at the Gollege of the Faciflc
in April of 1957. In attendancs will be individuals who
have served in the resding clinic, classroom teachsrs, and
reading spacialists. The purpose of the conference will be
to share experiences, procedures, and techniques, to report
on resseaych in reading, and to view machlnes and alds

~currently employed 1n remedlal practlce.
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ITX. RECOMMENDATIONS

From the lnvestigator's point of visw, the past
records vere quite incompletse, During the currvent adminis-

tration an effort is baeing made to overcome this situation.

The face sheet developed by Dr. Coffey, snables one at a
glance to secure Information regarding ths olient. Fossibly,
& supplementery page containing the dlagnosis and program of
attack, along with a brlef sammary at the culminatlon of a
case would also be useful, | |

The reading clinic was limited to one room, including
office space untll 1953, when an addlitional room uas |
provided., In recent ysars, as the number of c¢llents
Increased, additlional temporary quarters have bagn requirﬁd.
During two summer sesslons, 1954 end 19585, it was necessary g
to utillze sp&éa in temporary war-surplus buildings, located
somg distance from the clinile office., (More racently, classg-
room space 1n OwWen Hall, designed for use by Lincoln High
Behool sﬁudanﬁs, hes been used.) This sltuation is far
from ideal In providing an sdequabe physlcal setting for
remed 1al work. During the 19556-1986 gchool year, ths educa~
tlon staff under the direction of Dsan J, Marc Jantzen and
Dr. Tollin C. Fox, Director of EHducational Administration,
discussed plang for a piaposed School of Fdueatlon bullding.

These plans vers on & bentatlve basis and as yet the
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college has made no commitment regarding the desirability
and feasibility of constructing a new campus bullding of
this nature. At present the spa@ch and musié elinlcs are
located in geparate buildings dﬁd one of them i8 a can%ida‘
erable distance from Owen HalJ, whioh<housas the readimg |
snd play tharapy clinieg. A new eguaation bullding would

include quarters designed for each clinlets particular

purpcesa and would have the addad advantege of having all
the clinics In adjacent areas, The proposed project woula
provide a physical atmOSpﬁare that would oontributa
signiflcantly to & more satisfactory learning sit&atian.

It would be daaiiable 1T more undergradustes in elemen-
tary éauaation could raceiﬁa glinicel services tralning. Up
to now, Lh@ pragticum coqua hag baen utilized;mestly by |
in-gservice teachers. This ildea 1z not oriﬂjnal on the part
of the investigator, but is known to have bsen diﬁauasad
previously by Dr. Russell and Mrs. isk. A possible |
research problem for inve%tig&tioﬂ would be to detexmine,
with controll@d groups, the part that such & program could
play in aésisﬁimg in the regulaxr btralning program for
alementary ﬁeéehmrs. It is known that the practicum gourses
have met with substantlal success in glving both training
for tsachers and service for eli@ntsa It is the investi~

gator's baliefl that this clinic dypIOﬁch would make
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signlficant contributions In developing skill in the
teaching ol raéﬁing in the c¢lassroom. |

The Call@ga of the Paclfic snould also be sncouraged
to continue and axpand efforts to secure more taachams.whn

will entar the field of remedial reading.
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