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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

in ovder to prepare hervself for the task of world
conquent, Japan, like Nazi Germany, carried through within
wtsnryeara a complote spiritusl, politienl, acoh@miaa and
military mobilization of the nation, The mobilization begen
in 1931, when the "Manchurian Incident" put the nation in &
war-like mood end the military in the saddle, The military

then courted snd won the hand of the Zaibatey, the gliant

Tinencial and &ndu&trial combines, to form a deadly duo
dedicated to subjugating the world, Through the events of
this “decisive decade® from 19311941, Japan was converted
from a promising democrscy into a toteliterian military
state whose supsr-atructure followed the Nazl blus«print but
whose foundatlone were whglly Japanege,

The militarists end the Zaibatey coubined to effect a
‘spiritusl mobiligzetion conplsting of e ruthless purge of all

0l1d Japan, IAberalism end individualism, freedom ond demoos
racey, which had given Japan the gemblence of a wodern nation,
wera denounced ag causes of disunion andldﬁeay and expunged

as dengerous thoughts, Instesd, Japan wes subjected to a

a8 that of Nagi Germeny. In the spiritusl field it wes even



more successful because 1t had an anclent religion to build
upon, As ln Germany, this new totslitarianism, based on
revival of ancient ways snd anclent superstitions, was
halled in Japan as the wave of the future and was presented
to the world as means for its salvation,

The militarists and the Zaibatsy inflltrated into the
political reslm by bringing about the suppression of all
polltical parties and the cereation of a one-party state
functlioning under the Fueher principle as centered in the
Emperor with the war-lords and the economic combines as his
- spokesman, These two groupe maintained leadsreship in the
country., The single party organization‘with its control of
the Diet became a puppet of the militarﬁf the Foreign Office
was a Geisha girl for the war-lords; the Emperor stood in
the background and issued Imperisl Rescripts under the | |
direction of the militariete and the Zalbatsu, ;

The economic mobilization, carried through by the |
’aibatsuvundef the segls of the wmilitary, established cou- %

plete—state—eontrol-overindustryy; commeree;sand—tradeiover
capital and laborji over production snd consumption. In this é
particular realm the combines were supreme. They made and
unmade laws and regulations at will., They controlled with

an iron hand the econonic destines of Japan,

Finelly, war moblilization wes comple t8d with such

efficliency that 1ts results surprised the world, The



3
warelords kmew what they wented, and they ueced every method
ot their disposal to achieve it, |

Theee aré'tha ways In which Japen wee prepaved for
ware T%w ptix"pm% of this paper will be to sghow how the wils
itariete schieved the power that they did, power su grest
that itrenablad %hém to go ovey the heads of, snd the proe
tests of, the ¢ivillian breuch of government end even the
Pupervor himeelfl if neees sary . The history of the war«slords
neads to be examinad in ordeyx bo furnish a beckground needed
for a study sueh as this, |

?ag@thsr with & hilstory of the militarists will be a
survey of the bagiﬂginge of the Zalbatsy end thelr rise ﬁa
undigputed prominence in the esonomic life of Japan, This
Is vital owing to the fact thet it 1 doubtful 1f the milie
tayiats could have progesded on thely trail of t@rﬁcr
without the aild and solie¢itatlons of the sgonomlc combines,
the Zaibate |

The primary function of thig investigstlon will be to

éRzRTE

: la—pla , sns—during—the—
Mdecigive decade" from 19%1-1041, Thet decode begon with

the incident at Mukden, Maenchuria, September 18, 1931, and
ended with the bomblng of Pearl Harbor, Deceuwber 7, 194L,.

Various aspects of the situation will be examined in order

i

of the militarists and the Zaibsbeou. In thie way the true

ploture of Japanese forelgn polloy can be seen,

51516 the megnitude of the ¥ole
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| Home observers of the world scene cite Beptember 18,
1931, ag the beginning of World Wer II, Perhaps they ars
yight, Xt 1 & known fact that both Hitler and Mussolini
took courage for conguest when they saw Japsn win in
Menchuria without serious opposition by the so-called Greab
Powers, AL any rate, the "Manchurien Incident™ marked the
baginuing of aggression by the twentieth century militariss
tle and totallitarian powers, aggression which wag to plunge

the entive eivilized world into war,




CHAPTER I
JAPANESE WILTTARISH: INCEPTION AND HISTORY

The legendary bistory af dJapen saye the Enpire was
founded in 660 B,0, Japanese historisne ageribe to that
date an Imperisl Reseript sald to have been issued by the
firet Emperor, Jimou Tenno, In thie document ocoupr two
alassio ghrmaég upon which theyre was bullt up ¢ masgs of
mystical thought and interpretation. The firet phrese is
Hakko Xchiu (literelly, “"All the world under ome roof")
which was interpreted to mean the bringing together of the
corners of the world under one rulex or the making of the
world into one family, |

The second principle of conduet wes the doctyine of

Eodo, & contraction for an anglent phrase which meant
literally “the oneness of the Kmparial‘Wayﬁ“l The way to 7
the reslization of Hakko Ichiy was through the bemign rule |

of the Hmperori snd therefore the "way of the Emperor," the

"fuperial® or the “Kingly 06— 6-soncept—of-—virtue—ond

a maxim of conduch. 3 Iehiy was the moral gosl, and

loyalty to the Ewperor was the road whiech led to it, Thoos

lﬁary A N@nr&a; Kodot The Vay of the Emperor,

: A |
Short Hisbtory of the Japsnege ¢ (Wew Yorkt The Bobbswderrill |




two ideas were fashlonsd by Japanese militarists inte a
grotesgue distortlon of thelr originel purpose., Thie wes
éaﬁaylaf sourse, to further ﬁha anﬁé and the g@als of the
wilitary oligque that has dominated Jepen for so lenguz

The Teikwe Reform, In the history end culture of
7J&pani wilitayy tradition occupies a consplouous end Ampore
tant place, This iz owing to the fact that from the sevenih
to thée n&naﬁ&@nﬁh century Jepsn was ruled by th@~awmrﬁm3 In
all matters the powsy of the state was the military power,
end the rullng class was the military c¢lass. .Thle all begen
with the Talkwa Relform of the seventh Gﬁﬁﬁﬂ@yak This noves
ment wag the rirst step in the asﬂgnéanay of the milita-

riﬁta.#v The oubetanding festure of the Taikws Reform was

the confirmetion of power in the hands of the militariete or

jupal ., In effeqt it made Japem & nation by introdusing

the idea of o govermment which was ruled and administered by
& supraloeal authority, and 1t firmly and eolidly

eebabliched the oligarchic struchurs in both ﬁhé politleal
o, The Taikwa

the Meijl Restoration of 1868 as an epochemaking event in

) BE;AQMark Gayn, Javen Diary (New Yorks W, Slosne, 1948),
Pa e L o i

W, Meomehon Ball, Japant Enemy or Ally? {New Yorks

¥ I



Japanese hlstory because it brought the gamural into the
role of the most powerful sgent of the govainmant@

| Bamural, The advent §f‘®h@ warrior clags was one of
the decleive events of Japanewe history. Thils added.the
nilitary e¢leument tée the aslresdy eatablished oligsrchic
pattern, Not only did the warrlors dominste Japan'se o
sconomic and political systems, they also created the condie
tions faf the socepiance of modern wilitarism in Japan,5
The goamursi publ an end, once and foy all, to the role of the
court nobility in Jepasn. They put into effect a aystem |
whereby the Emperor would be the bltular head of the governe
ment, but the reins of p@W@r‘woulé be in the hands of the
militafy, Japan, therefore, wag to be governed by a feudal,
wilitaristic regiwe that esteblished enduring political and
esonomic relationshipe whieh were to survive for centuries,
The code of Japsn henceforth was to be the eééﬁ of the
gamural, |

aggm;gg ggm ggggﬂgw “wg gamural, In exploring the

Tapan, 1% 1ls necessary to exemine

bughido, the ﬂoetrin@Ivaﬁhe warrior,

1§ggg;>meana knight, do, way. ﬂgah;dg, therefore, ie
"the knightly way" or "the way of the samurai." Curiously.
eﬁeugﬁ, tho ggmural never heard of bushido,

3ﬁuth Benedict, The Chrysanthemum and the Sword
{Bostont Houghton MAff1in in Compeny, 1946), p. 175,



It would be hard to find a more smazing case of .
aeception practiced by the rulers of @,natian,upon 1ts
people, The wilitariste, intent uyan,banding tha maasés o
thoir will, fabricated bushido in the 1890's.® ey put 1t
;ﬂéa the sahaplbmnks,{knawimg well that to deceive the
’pegpia 1t ia necessary to atart with the yauﬁg. They aleo
kmew that to impress thQ'Japanaﬁe with any dootrine it must
appaar to have age, They made bushiaa r@tr@aétivem Built
to ara@r, 1ike o false &ntiques it was put farward ag’ the
anclent philaaophy of the race, Th$ Japenase heliaved in
itg 1angevityi |

Foreign scholars were aleo duped. Britieh and
Ameriaan historias end ancyelopediaa gravely rafsr ta

gs@;ﬂg aauaapan’a age-old cods of ahivalry,7 The truth is
that the word buahidg never appeared ln any diebionary,
Emgligh or Japsnege, b@fara 1900‘8 |

Why was the hoax psrpatratgd upon thalﬁapaneaa

people? It was simply a méama of holding the Japanese

ction, —During the years following the opens

ing of Japen by Commander FPerry, & flood of Europégn_and

S1p1d.

TJohn ¥, Embree,

3 Nation (New York:
Parrar and Rinehart, 1945 T




Amerlcan ldess was endangering the authority of the
oligaréhy, It waes felt'necessary:that the eyes of the ‘
- nation. be ﬁuraad:away from ideas frouw th@vWé$tarn world,
baek tQ tha'maaterﬁandmslava:psyehalegj of old Japen, hence
bushido, The army placed the code of hughide on a pedestal,
'Waaheel lessons, magazines, books, dramas, Kabukl plays,
motion plotures by the hundreds, were turned out to glorify
B pamurad deys. Uodlike virtues were pinned on ﬁﬁe breasta of
‘the Japanese poldiers=<honor, love, truth, courtesy,
modesty, and unparalleled gallembyry-~and the whole was
¢nlled hyshido.” |

The code af bushido has been one of the most lupore
tant weapons in the hende of the militariste, It helped
them inetill within the people a subservience and loyalty

that has bsen unmatched elsewhere in the world, & subservi-

ence and loyalty go strong that the thought of questioning
~ the wisdom of the Emperor or his advieors aid not oceur,
Willard Price explaing this f@alimg vividly when he saysi

It *aaahes—that—éu$¥_$Q_Qme_a_mas$axr_thﬂug

he be a criminal or a bebbling 1diot, le supreme,
For a superior officer one wmust 1if ne@esaary
gacrifice family and friends and galf,

Law mugt not stand in the way, If you lie,
ptenl, destroy or kill in the service of your
'aammanderh ymu are above the law, It extends

9%, Bohara of Jdapen (londons Jarvold
Publishers Ltd., i939§, %
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to international tresties « they are but seraps
~of paper if,tb@y confliot y&th the higher law,
that of the 8Son of Heaven,™ B
| Through the uss of the code of bushide, the wilitas
riste strengthened thelr grip on the government, The people
had anflaggiag faith, loyalby, and dsvatién to the Emperor
and the militarists were asble to control the Son of Heaven
and bend histill to thairé; Thlg wight be described as the
original "vicious eircle,” but 1t dld much to Angure the
lﬁnmiwange of the‘miiit&ry in Japanaﬁé QQVarnﬁental affalira,
. The results of the Téikwa Reform continusd for sbout
f;vé hundred years. ﬂméimg thia.perioé'ﬁhera were yoars
 when culturs, art, philosophy, and veligion came to the
forej but they weré:shartﬁlivaﬁ; The death knéll éaa
goundad fmr‘eivil power in the year 1192 when the warrlor
“ahiéf, Yoritomo Minamoto, heving erushed the Talrs nobles
and eaptured the Emperor, received the title of
§ggy;ﬁ§§&ﬁ§gggg§ (adbduingﬁbarbarigﬂ*genéraliseimm).
Joritomps The first shopun, The commlssion of ghogun
had_been granted : e T o T

history but only for gpeeified and llmited perlods of time,
In the case of Yoritomo, however, it was for life; and he

was aleo grented the honor of naming his own successor,
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thus assuring the Yordtomo ¢lan the heredltary muprene :

command of Japan's fighting maﬂhine¢ll E
Under Yoritomo the ghogun becsme the warrior chisf,

the sdministrative head, and the politlcal leader of Japen.

This was to continue for slmost seven centuries, The

office, of course, remained the monopoly of the most power-

ful wilitary feomilies, except on a fow occarions not long

after the death of Yoritomo, when his successors to power -

appointed youthful iwmperial princes and meuwbers of the

Fuliwars fenily as puppet oecupants of the éffiae,la
During these years, the ghogun was the actual ruler

of Japan and ﬁhé Empseror merely & figurehead. The people

pald reverence and respect to the Emperor, but the ghogun

originated the laws 2nd edlets issued in the nsme of the S

Euaperor, Thé theory of the divinity of the Euperor was

encoursged by the ghopun because thls would increase the

loyalty of the people to the Emperor and at the same time
enhance the power ol anyone who controlled the Emperor,

The powar of the ghozun wae mad

when Yoritemo consolidated his position by leeving the
Emperor and his court st the capital of Kyoto and moving the
bakufy (military camp) away from the luxury of the eivil

11

Gheries Scribne
2yp14., p. 75.
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sapital to the eity of Kamakura!' In thie wsy the Emperor
would not be sble to countermand the policies of the ghogum
beesune, in most cases, he wouldn't know what the ghogun was
doing. The Enperor wened and the military grew;la
| After the death of Yoritomo and down to the middle of
the slxteenth century, the Shogunate increased in importance
while the Emperor remained in a semisBabylonian Captivity.
~Known s the dark age of Japan, thisg pariaé was one of SRR

almoat eantinuoua werfarsé between the feudal lords, None of

them wae gtféng enough to dispose of the exlsting. Ashlhkape
ghopun, and none wap strong énough to capture and control
enough nf the country to become politleally dominant,
Matters wers so digorderly and ﬁe-éiﬁﬁﬂifiﬁd that, oventu~
ally, the way was paved for a sgtrongly centrelized governe ?W*ﬁ-
ment, The situation had gotten to the point #her@ it ‘
gouldn't get any worsej it simply hed to geb better,
. At the end of the sixteenth gentury thers appeared

on the scene contemporanecusly three of Japan‘a greatest

Iyeyasu, These three men knew éach other personally, snd it
in doubtful if the works of one could have been possible
‘without the contributlong and works of the other two.

Together they congolidated the positlon of the military.

gawin + Res_.mﬁa,zsery gagém ?&gjg and Progent (New
Yorks Alfred A. Knopf, 1953), p. |

*

I
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Qde Nobunaga, Nobunaga paved the way for Hideyoshi

&hd Tokugawa by bl&aﬁing away the aiem@nta within the nation
that stoed in the way of unification. He put. 6cwn revolte
and insurraetioas %mang the rival ¢lans and succeeded in
raatorﬂpg peace to the ravaged country. He made Yoshiaki
gggggg.gnd then proceeded to tell the gggggg'what and whab
not to do., Yoehiaki plotté& againet Nobunaga; but Ynshiaki
last aut anﬁ,was axileé 1n 1573, thus marking th@ end of the

ghgkagg gggggnate‘

Nobunaga struck atill anoth@r blow against the forces
of dlsunion by éestraying the Budﬁhiat templaa ﬁhroughout
8 Japan, Many of these temples had existed for years ae

- virtusl eity ptates within the territorial limité of Japan,

- They had accumulated large land holdings and weslth énﬁ.h&ﬁ
build up &rmie&,a:.tﬁe&r own, Nobunaga struck his greatest
biaw agaiﬁﬁt the monasteries in the year 1571 when he
stormed and‘eép%ursd the Buddhlst stronghold an'Mounﬁ Hiel
neay Kyoto, He bﬁrnad the temple to the ground and put to

: 6aaﬁh_by_$ha_aﬁard_many_0i_xhﬁ_pr&as&s*}§__iha_gapanaﬂe
people wers revolted, but this action sliminated from the
scene o source of greve disorder and strengthened Nobumaga's

rule,

| j“':*'v"il‘;»wm.va:  | s ’

EX i &:-g Pty

lgﬂaursa, 23218 g;&,, Pe 148,
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- The buildeup of the wilitary incrsased under the
| reign of Nobunaga because of the viétori&a schieved under
nis rule, This first phase of unificetion came o an end in
1s82 wh@nvﬁobmnaga ﬁaa asesesinated, His policles, howsver,

weye Lo be carried on,

Adeyo Hideyoshl wes a lleutenant in
the army of Nobunaga and assumed command of the symed forces
upon the death of Nobunags, He was to carry forward in
aﬁgﬁess&Vé £aShian.t5$ unification process that had been
stért@d by hie predecessor} that ie, the laying of the foun-
dation for a warrior dominated state,

- Hideyoshi was unique in that he was virﬁually;the'

- only men in pre-modern Japan who rose to a pogition of power

anﬁ influence from smong the common people. He soon forgot
his beginnings, however, and becane completely abaorb@& with
the warrior elass, Through hile ablility and foroce of aYms,
he éeéama one of the greatest wen in Japenese history, He
songueved the country and brought pesce to the nation which

: he—égmiﬁaﬁeé.

_ It was Hidaymshi who set the pattern Tor tha cante
gystem of Japen, He lesued edicte which prohibited people
from . changing their statue, He prohibited the changing of
} empleyment by a p@rﬂen without the permliseion of the loxd,

Tgapural wat%%nx%—eaa&é—baeeme—af%ewnama

thet no farmer could leave the land, and that no lendlord




15

could protect vagrants, Thim law led the way in plecing the E
samgra;‘upen a;m@at hallowed ground,lsv . B _ :

One of Hideyashi‘é most ﬁidsly known acts was the
"sword hunt" in the year 1587,17 He'aeclgr@dvthaﬁ all
far@era had to haﬁd41n to the government any and 8ll weapons 3
thet they had.in their pméaassion.vglt is plain‘to geo thatb
by this act he wanted to set up aAd@finiﬁe dividing line
between the warrloy class and tﬁe rest of the_papﬁlaticn. -
’ﬁhé privilege and profesaion of bearing arms‘was to be
l reaarﬁad henmeforth fér the msmbers.af“tha Q&rrior classg,
thus strengthening ﬁhé authority of the W&fﬁi@@§’z$§r§r3$§
the great mass of the people. |

Hiﬁaye&hi is slso remembered for his atteapted

-invagiun of China and Korea in what was probabiy the first A—
atage of a world conqueror complex, He invaded Korea in |
1592 and repidly over raﬁ moat éf that.maﬁicnv 'Thavaapaneaa }
weye eventually checked when ﬁhey @V@r&@xtepd&d thelyr lines
of communication and supply. They held on far’aevéral yesrs

despite s gradually det

nance of their ses communications, The death of Hideyoshl
in 1598 pave the commanders e welcome excuse for abendoning

the whole venture, The sarmies streamed héma but not vefors
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they decapitated 38,000 Koresns, cut off the left ears and
nosas, pickled them in barrels of brine, and sent them back

18 Thesas

%o Japen as a symbol of their glorious victories,
"souvenirs" are still kept at the large Buddhiet temple in
the eity’of Kyoto, and the entive edifice le known as bhé
"Mound of Eors,"
| Hideyoshi had perfected s system which guaranteed his
unchellenged pogltion in the government of Japan so long a8
ke lived, but ﬁia regime fell apart after his pagsing; This
is where the third member of the triwmverate, Tokugewa
Iyayasﬁ, comes upon the scene, |
Tokugaye
by hie two 1llustrious predecessors, The flrst thing he did

wag to crush the opposition., This was done at the Battle of

Sekigaehara in 1600,;9

Iyeyasu emerped from this battle as
the moet powerful and dominant figure in Jepan, He then

went to work with the finlshing stages of the unifieatxon‘
process, He 1molated J&pan;frnm the rest of the world, an

1golation that was to legt untll Commander Perry reopened

Iyeyneu, Iyeyasu perfected the aystem begun

the Qmﬁntry, Iyeyasu imposed a strict aantral of the feudal
lords and of the imperial throne, He ilmposed stricter

atratification of society than hed either of hie

Bahind

15 Xace of Jepan (Londont

o, Ap@l@tﬁnwbaﬁﬁuﬁv uampany;”1922ggrp,-qx.”

lgﬁeiﬁchauer, ops gik., pe B0,
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predecessors, He placed numerous restrictions upon the life
of every individual in Japan, The system concentrated so
wuch power in the hands of Iyeyasu and hie family that they
weée able to wmalntasln control and powsy ovey the natlon for
over two and a half eénturiaa, The rule of Iyeyasu did much
‘%o create the politienl and social attitudes thet were the
basis for the modern authoritarian state in pre-~Pearl Harbor
Japanﬁge This was the period of the Tokugaws ate, the o

Shogu

moeet powerful period of vule inm Japan prior to the
Restoration,

Collapse of the Shogun. Various forces were ferment-
Bhog

ing wlithin Japan during the yesrs of the Takggawg unste,

Thess forces finally burst forth in active rebellion in |

1867, This followed by a fow years the visit of Commandey S
Paryry, and many historiesns end scholars cite thie vislt as

the resson for the overthrow of the shogun. However,

Perry's visit was not alone responsible, Other factors

played an even more important role in eliminating the

First, there were certaln Jaﬁanesa scholars led by
Motoori N@?inéga who delved into certaln ancient Writiaga’
which stated that the Emperor, not the ghogun, was the
rightful ruler of the natinn, During the years of the

gagb;d., pe 90,
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gunate, the Emperor had been virtually fore

gotten, Norinags and his asaoci&tea preaahed that the
Euperor, as the direct descendsnt of the Bun Goddess,
Amaterasu-Omikami, wae divine, If the Emperor was divine,
what right had any mortal to rule in his‘place, They
uncovered writinge to bolster their ideas, and they brought
to the people the doectrine of the divine orlgin of the
Buperor, Thls caused a great commotion throughout the -
natlon, and sgoon the people were eiamoring for the return of
their dlvine ruler. This Emperor revival wae ﬁrobably the.
most lmportant factor in the downfall of the Shomunate .t
Another Tastor wag the wlde~spresd éiagatisfacticn
among the peasants of Japan. For hundreds of yeara they had
been exploited by the ggggggg. They lived iﬁ gcononic cone
ditlons which were pitisble while at the same time they were
foreed to give to the ghopun outrggaaua smounte of rice and
other farm cyops as taxes, They did the work while the

ghogun end his followers veaped the harvest. It is not herd

to—see—why they would be—in favor of the riddance of the
ahogun. '
In addition to these faetors, an emplre such es had

been bullt by the Iyeyasu family needed etrong men to

21

— D, U, Holtom, The National Falth of Jepant A Btudy
in i de 5h1ntg (N@w Yark: E., P. muttgn and Gempany, 1938

p@ﬁ 9&
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gontinue, During the nineteenth century no strong men were
to be found within the ruling class, Centuries of luxury
and i1dleness had aaftened the once mighty ruling clasps,

Thie 1ack of leaderahip wag crucial at a tima‘when the
presgure of both evente and men on the Tbkggéﬁa.regime weas
growing etronger and atrongef, o
Bat-Oho-Hi~To, Lesding the r@ballinus forces wore
th@ tribesmen from the western clane or trib@s of Japan.
wheae clans were four in number: Satsuma, Choshu, Hizen,
and Tosa, generally shortened to the more convenient
Set-Oho-Hi-To, These clane were located a grest distance
from the center of gavernmanh; and thie encouraged them to
be independent, Moreover, they were the strongest and most
progreseive of the Japanese clens., In developing m&nufﬁc-
ture and trade as a meané of boosgting clan yevenus,
ﬁ@gggggyﬁgggg_were fay ahead of the other clens. Théy
fostered not only handierafts, poreelaln wanufacture, sugar-

refining, and textile wills, but mining, iron foundries,

8uﬁﬁmak$ﬂ$r—$h%§bﬂi;éiﬂ&y—&ﬁéf&%iigé“%ﬂé&%%%%eﬂf&g_we11’g?
, In these western clans the antl~-forelgn spirit was

1nténsea For some years, in defiance of the ghogur
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against the Western Powere and agalnst the newly acquired
- treaty righte of Westerners in Japan., They frﬁquantly'
attacked fnreigneré, both on land and sea. Things came to a
head in 1863«64 vhen they tried to expel all forelgners by
fcr¢e§23 In Aﬁguat,.laﬁﬁ, in retalistion for the murder of
an Englishmen by the ﬁaﬁsuma elan, e Britieh squadron bow-
barded the 8atsume port of Kagoshima, in September, 1864,
an allied fleet aompaﬁéd of Britiaﬁ, Duteh, French, an@k
Ameriean ships destroyad the Ghmshu fer&sTat Hhimonoseki,
Th@s@‘forﬁs had baén'firing on Weontern veasels passing
through the narrow Shimomoseki Straits,Z* |

These deciéiV& proofs of Western military and naval
supariority gove Sat~Cho-Hi~To veasons for a review of thelr
policies., Boon, all four alans gtopped their antiuforaign
aativiti@s; They had 1an& geen the need of aequir&ag modern
armamente,. fhis determination was now made doubly strong.
Many other leaders came %o Be® that Jepan could not keep her
door shut foreveor and that her salvation lay in lsarning and

mestering Woatern t@ahniqu@s;gs This ¢ould not be done.

under the rule of the ghogun, for the Shogunate represented

the igolation of Japan from the rest of the world, In order

231p14,

2&?'%# A By
ey Pe T .
25John M. Maki, Japsnese 1litar;“g: t‘ ge and

Lure (Wew York: Alfrea A, Kunopf, 1945), pp. L w1 7*
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to' adopt the policies of Sat~Cho~Hi-To, the shogun had to be

Alsposed of. Onoe having graap@a thle reslization, the
weetern clene scted on 11, boldly end unhesitatingly. Their
sctlons paved the wey for the overthrow of the shogun end
thaiﬁaataratﬁon of the Emparer.gﬁ | '
7 Gne cou see that a domplex array of @canemic, p011t1~
cal, gaaial, and diplounstlo faatora was pw@aaing ever move
heavily on the Thkugawa r@g&me, ﬁhe Qgggug was hoocoming
iner@as&mgly helpless to gﬂlva the mejor problems that were
faeing it, Hvente were mmv&ng raplidly in the éir@ctian of
another change in the ollgarchy that had ruled Japsn for
centurien, The wilitariets had grown tremendnualy during
thefgggggg era, They were Lo grow avan’mare aa J&pan'aﬁmm&
on the verge of the most dramatle and sign&fiﬁa@t chenge in

1ts hlstory,




CHAPTER 11X
CTHE MEIJI RESTORATION AND REIGN

The seeds of militarism were sown in feudal Japan,
During the reign of the Kmperor Melji, they grew smazingly.
This entirs process ceme sbout under the pretense of democ-
racy end constitutional government, and 1t all began with
the Raabgratian of the Buperor.

As has been shown earlier, the Shogunate, in its
latter years, came under increased fire from both the peas~
ante and the landlords, This brought aboﬁt a aharpéning of
Japen's internal conflict., The extracréiﬁary thing sbout
thies internel conflict was thig. The groups opposing the
Shogunate were revolutionsries; they rejected the existing

gystem snd fought for a new one, They sought progress for
Japen, and progress mesnt opening the country %o Western
influence. Yet, in their struggle with the ghogun, they
wore 8ll ageinet the fareigner,l The reason for this 1s not

aifPionlt o discern, These snti-forelgn demonstrations

provided & handy weapon Tor attacking and discrediting the
Shogunate. As has been noted in the discussion of the
gat-Cho-Hi-To clane, the cry to “drive out the barbarian”

dimappeared when the clensmen realized that the only way in

13, H. Gubbins, The Progress of Ja anzv18§%-1811
(0xford: The Clarendon Press, 1911 ,“§,“§§T* -
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which progress could be achieved was through the adoption of
Western waye, The old cliche "don't fight ’em; Join ‘en"
was employed, Join a@ they did. | N

Rlse of the Emperor in influence and Eréétgge. Dur-
ing the time that the Shogunste was under fire dinternally,.
the preetige and actual authority of the Emperor grew, It
ér@w"and.it continued to grow during this perled of transie
tion, - As early as 1858, recognizing the Emperor'e new
luportance, the ghogun sought hle approval of grester
intercourse with the Westi and in 1863 the phogun even
obeyed an Imperisl summona to Kyotoia It wae plain to see
that the time wase ap@roaehimg for the revocation of the
powere of the ghogun and for the rastoratién of the Emperor.

| In geptember, 1866, ghogun Iemochi died. In
Februayy, 1867, the Emperor Komel also died.3 These two
deeths provided an ideal opportunity for a radical cheuge.
In October, 1867, Yoshinobu Kelkl, the fifteenth Tokugawa
gggggg, regeived a wmemorlel from the leader of the Tosa clen

1 commiegion ae s means of

guns

ending the dlsastrous division of political authority.® The

fatsuma, Choshu, anﬁ.ﬂizanvclana later Joined in this

gﬁary A. Nourse, Eodoi The Way of the Huperor, p. 205.

3 |

81y

41p1d., p. 204,
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request., Completely undermined, Keikl, on November 3, 1867,
sént his resignation to the Kmperor.? With the dlsintegras
tion of Tokugaws power, the Bat«Cho~Hi~To elans were left in
complete control of the court at Kyoto, . After two hundred-
and Tifty yeare, the Tokupaws Shogunate had fallen; and the
way was opened Tor the restoration to full sovereign power,
in theory at least, of the fourteen year old Empéwar'
Muteuhito who ruled under the name of MelJi (enlightened
government) from 1867 to 1912, , }

Hoy fared the militery? How did the military fare in
the Restoration bsittle? Militarxy tradition was not absent
iﬁ the struggle for the Restoraztion of the Emperor and the
sbolition of feudallisu, The group of clever statesmen who -
vﬂasﬁroyaé the Shogunete contalned weny warriors., MNany of
the able. stabtesmen who expedit@é'the modernization of Japan
were sopldiers, The great natlonal plen of political and -
economic developmént which they adopted for ¥ippon included
dot only the bullding of railways, the creation of banks,

and—the—ebimulation of industey slong Western lines but
aleo the arming of the nation in the latest European
f&ﬂhibﬂ; the substitution of a standing arny in place of &
feudal soldiexy, the introduction of congeription on a

nation-wlde smcale, and the construction of a powerful

5@3% Quy Da 206,
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nawy.éﬁvimpgrtant\als@'was the incﬁleaticntaf,militariam in
schoole and a continuance of the fanatic code of loyalty to

the ¥mperor, Thls loyalty was cultivated as g‘@?&@ﬁ(&f
arousing an intense enthusiasm and d@vatzon.ia;thé ptate on
the part of the humble citizenry,

Qpposition and revolt. In 1877 the last bit of ermed

reelstonce to the new order flaved up in the form of a

revolt by the Satsume clan, Thie seems rather surprising
because the Satsuma, it will be remembered, led the way for
. the restoratlon of the Em@ercr, As 1% a@VQiapgdﬁAhawevar,
Balgo Takewori, lesder of the Batauma, had bécqma,diagrunw
tled with the Emperor snd the new systen bacaﬁse they had
thwarted hie attemptes to invade Korea in the y@a# 1874.7
The Satsume colan, traditionally one of the moet wer-llke of
the feudatories, was eleo dlsesstisfied with the treatment
that the werrlors were receiving.,  They saw the warriors as
2 class losing their favored positlion lu Japanese soclety.

The srmy was belng thrown open to the magses by the inebitue

rated in 187273,

5%« w MaLarnan, A eal b of
01, (ﬁew ¥@rk£ charles Beribner s Sonsg,

, |
~1Big., P. B3
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ion, The system of conscription demanded’

that every Japanese male without distinction of rank or
clags sexrve. hle country as a conseriph, three years in
‘active duty together with two yeare in the first reserve and

anothey two years in the segond reaerveﬁa

At Tirst glance
it would seem that the militery signed thelr own death
warrant by opening their ranke to adwlt the common citizen,
This was not the cepe, Since the pystem of conscriptlon wae
begun by the=gilitariaﬁa& then surely they would not‘qnder»
: mina ﬁha$§ éﬁn motives, Conscription was brought ebout for
a puirpose, and. thig purpose was o hégtanzthe,ﬁawnfali of
feudalism ag the economic end political strueture of the
country, Although this was sccomplished, feudal psychology
premained the dsmin&tihg fastor in the establishwent of a new
form of government, s government fashloned to meet the ends
Qf:ﬂhatmilztary, The new form of government demanded
unguestioning agceptance of control of autherity»as ite

foundation, ?hw old claﬁs'barriers,that vere erected during

—the Tokugews poriod vere ewept away, end the warriors as o
sepsrate end dietinot class in Jopanese soclety diseppesred.
However, the whole Japanesg nation became ingtilled with the

zeal and ambition that once affected only a very small

{New Yorks

8
“Hi1Ils Lovry, J&

Viking Provs, 1943), p. el.-
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percentage of the people, Unlvereal male conseription
@ién’tsta$p awéy>the idea afia démiﬁ&nt.miiit&ry class, On
the eontrary, it carried this theory even farther, right to
the whole of the dapanese pemplea;». The splrlt of ‘fshé miiifn
bary class became the feelinge of all of Japan;g- This
feeling wes 1o be incorporsted into what was supposed to he
the symbol of a demoeratlic and constitutlonal government,
the Congtitution of Japan itself, '

- Ihe Meili Constitution. One of the first uajor probe
lewms to Tece the nilitsry was how to form a constdtutional
- government %hiah would preserve the righté and powars of the
milﬁtary and ot the aama time satiefy the growing demand for
repregontative gavernmsnt. _
~ Tme solution of thie problem fell to ??inaa Hirobumi
- Ito, the leading advocate of a conmtitutionsl government
with ab301uta’paw%ra. In 1882 he went abroad to sbudy
- govermment edminlstration throughout the world, He found

the Prusslan system the best model for the preservatlon of

sosibion-and-powers, —Betwsen 1883 gnd 13888,
Ito lald down the principles of a auit&bl&vcom@titutiomal
document and paved the way for itz sdoption,

Ito's constitutlion was drafted in secyet, There was

no cengtitutional conventlon, no consultation with party

9 -
John M. Mekl ”mp&aeag Militarlam: 158 Cause and
Qure (New York: Alfred A, Knopf, 1945 183,
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1ead@ﬁg, no popular discuseion or debate, and no popular
ratification, The constitution reséited in the creation of
a new aristocracy. A Cabinet replaced the ald‘aoﬁnéil_of
State, and its first membere were young men'witﬁ,militarisw
the sympathies. No representatives af the pld noblility were
included, Local governments were reorganized in a compro=
.miaa»with damoaracy;  The Privy Gmuﬁcii, compoaed of members
of the new nobility and ﬁiétlnguisbsd stataamén, was
created, It was the duty of this Privy COouncil to éppraV@.
 the constitution and to draft ccnétitutianal amenduents , - e

A representative Dlet composed of two chambsrg wa.s |
éa@ablished. The wvpper chamber, or House éf Peors, included
mamﬁars of the royal family and the ngbility. The lower
chamber, the House of ﬁapv@samtatives;'was a body of some —_—
-threa‘hunéred aelacte&vfgr foér yoar terms by all adﬁlt |
males who paid g specifled annual bax, Thelbiet had the
,righﬁ éf debates and the right to quéetign memberg of the

Cabinet. It wae never able to galn control over the purse,

~

o_summon and 1o

- dilssolve the House of R@praﬁsntatives.1;

At first glance it might appesr that the forcas of

1iberalism and demacraey were galnlng the upper hand in the

10,

11xb‘g.
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battle for control of the government, This wae not the case,
however, There wers seversl téaaéus‘why this assumpbion was
not}trﬁag .Fira%,‘the‘miniaterg of war and the hévy:had‘the
right of iaky joeu, or direct access to th@‘smparmr, This -
préatiaa war perpmitted by Artlele VII of the Impérial
Ordinance on the Orgenizatlon of the Cabinet of 1839 which.
readst o , | . |

affaire of soaresy and Brate Troertance hich, hav-
ing been reported directly to the Empsror, may have
been submitted by the ﬁmp$rar for the consideration
the mavy sha1l repert 8o the minister prosidont.is
This weent that the militeriste gould take thelr case
directly to the Em@eror while the nonemilitariets weve
forced to resort to eénatitutional means in order to convey
their feelinge to the throne. This was a decided advantage
far:thevmilitary, and they did not hesitste to use 1t.
| fecond, the militarists inéured the continusnce nfv
thelr poeition by‘plaeimg the arganiz&tion and'atanding of
the grmj'and Navy, not in the Diet where 1t would be aubjeat

to eivilian jurisdiction, but in the hands of the Emperor,
This, in effect, made the Axmy ané'ﬁavy the private property

12 ‘Quoted in Kenneth Colegrove's MJlitariém in Japan
(Bashan: Vorld Peace Foundation, 19%6), p. 22. OColegrove
da&e a rﬁmarkahla Jdb of analyzing the grawt& of militariqm

inJoepen, HBig or Formetion
- on this subject‘
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of the Emperor. The Japanese belleved that the Emperor was
divine and could do no wrong; therefore, the Army and Navy
could do wno wrong.13 The position of the wilitarlate in
this particular facet of the problem was tremendously alded
by the principle of iakuy Josu, or “direct sccess.” Third,
through the use of Artlcle 67 of the constlitution, the Diet
wag prohiblted from reducing the budget once 1% had been

14 In other words, the Army and Navy could always

Tixed,
count an'a,eertain amount of money, The Dlet might not
incorease funds for military ap@ropfiatiens: but, on the
other hand, it ecould not deorease them, This continuous,
ateady gource of income helped to stebilize the position of
the miiitary,

Probably the most importsnt single weapon in the
hands of the militarists was a law which stipulated that the

Minister of War could be chosen only from a llst of active

genevrals, Each Cabinet had to have a Minister of War before

it could funetion, If the militarists 4idn't approve of the
o e rmit

a genersl on active duty to accept the position of Minleter
of War, If a genersal Aid accept the post agalnet the wishes
of the wmiliterists, he was taken off of the active llst, the

13, -

Colegrove, ope et 0o 255

:wGubbins, OB mvly Ps 183,
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Oabinet would fall, and the potentlal premier would have to
cater to the militaristes in order to secure e Minister of
Wey, In thie wanner the military clique mada‘ah&'unmada
Cebinets and preuiers,

The econstlitution created a framework of govermmént.
which included institutions eimilar in forw té‘th@e@.found
in democratic atates but merked by features which made the
development of & democratic eyetem imposaible; The Emperor
controlled the}budget of thé Army and the Nevy}: yet the
people 1in no way exerclged control over the Emperor. The -
only influence pla&ing a direct role on the Emperor was .
levied by the miliﬁgrys The war=-lords were playinguwith the
deck stacked in their favor. The constitution made the
wilitary independent of civlillan contrel, added nothing to —
the oivil arm of government, and detracted nothing from the }
role of the wilitsry, As one suthor has noted:

~ 'The 1889 constitution is a document eubodying
Japaneage polltical principles under the cloak of
~yepresentative institutlons, It put the militarists

in the drivers ae&t, They were riding high, wlde
AN NAancsoms and bhere ng_in;t.hgiv wm{ 1o

@ven more power,-

The military Lrom 1880-1014, Beginning with the

Mei ji ﬁeatgr&tion, Japan wae expanglonist in feeling and

15Edbert A, $calapino, Democraey snd the Party

:Berkalay: ﬁnivaraihy of Galifornia Dress, 1053), ps 9l.
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policy, Even before the Restoration weny Japanese leaders
had favered te&ritorialbﬁxpansianﬁle nuring.the yoars of
1ﬁtéfnai refarm,.hdwsvsf, tﬁay had éautimuﬁly~refrained from
ragh adventures abroad, A strong mgvemenﬁ in favor of a
punitive expedition to Kbrea‘had.aeVenapeﬁ in 1871-1873, but
_tha dominant clan bureancrata had skillfully pravented the

| autbraak of war, They had permitted a ?grmosan expedition

| 1n 1874 buﬁ ‘had Bettlad the resulting iseuea peacefully with

- China, SQma emall gains had been made,‘hcwavera_‘The Bonin f
Iﬁlgnd§IWgre annexed in 1876_and the Byuku Islands in 1879, |

A nAVal-d$mpn§traticn in 1876 secured for Japan»sﬁacial
treaty rights in Xores which lad to more and mqra-intervena
tion in'xbrean effaire.,l7 It wae in Kovea that the military
maaterﬁ of Japan ware to 1auuah thelr first full seale
limp@rialistic ambitiona. o . L

, Blno-Japenese Waprs 1894-1895, For centurizs Korea

had.bean under the suzerainty of China, Under this arrange=

mant China gave Korea prmteaﬁian againet external aggression

_________and_seligi&@drhengagagn%t}en-améwapgyeva&fa§~@a£h—naw
rularw;g In 1882 anti-foreign riote broke out in Seoul, the

‘capital of Korea, Aecting in accordance with her wmutually

lG@u’bbiﬂﬂg 8D» ,,w,bg Pe 113,
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r@amgnizéa 6bligaﬁian, China gent trqaps.to asolst Ain restor-
ing order, Japan, with whom Kores had no such agreement,
felt'shé ghauid:hgye a'finger in the Korean ple and, acoord~
ingly, sent troops to the scene, Gnmpliagtiéns arose which
led t¢fintenss feeling between Chine end Japan, and.ﬁarl
between the two countries wasg nafrawly averieﬁ, In 1885
China and Japan\mutaally,agréed to withdraw their troops,

- and Korea"w&giurgﬁﬁ to crganize_her own army. It was, wore-
aver,aagraed that in the event of any further ﬁisnrdara»
calling for outside intervention both China and Japan should
| natify each other before dispatehing troope and that troops
‘80 sent were to be withﬁfawnlaé soon as thelir object was

attained, This agreement became known ae the Convention of
- Dientsin,'®

ﬁsspite ﬁhe,i ',_;t;_n of Tientsin, the sltuation was

_fulluaf,pglisical dynemite; and only a spark was needed to
bring about a major explosion, Such s spark was Turnished

in 1894 when Xorees wag again thrown into serious confusion

through what is known as the Tonghalk Rebelllon,

an indigerious natlonalistic movement, mildly religlous but
intensely patriotic and antiafareigngae Chinag dispatched
two thousand troope to the scene anﬁ,_in accordance with the

agreement of 1885,_n0t1fied.aapan‘of her action, Japan

19£b$§?9 P 53» o aéﬁgég'w Pe 57



repliad by.aénd1ng mo?& than forty-rfive hun&r@d‘ﬁrogps and
at the same time prejecting China's 1on@¢sténd&ng.claim o
@uzérainty by péinting mht that Japan had never recognized -
Korea as a state tributary to China.  The militarists had
thelr boot in the door, end they were intent upon forelng
:;the dovor wide open.

The Japaness commander sexved notice upon China that
| Japsn intended to undertake single-handed the task of reors
- ganizing the ggvarm@ent of KQr@&,gl The first move In this
»Sdireetion by Japan waé the dewand that the King of Kores
‘dgelare his country an independent state no longer unéer the
suzsrainty of Ghina.' While these negotiations were being
carried on, Ghina menaged to lucrease her forces to appréxf
;m&texy.threa_theuaané men while the war-lords of Japan
.pnarﬁd'ovar-eightean thoqéand truopavintokthe;“land of the
early m&rhing ealm, "22 |

On July 21, 1894, Jﬁp&neae troops entared Seoul and

quickly nnd quiatly proceeded ﬁe take over the palace,

»eamﬁs. Japan's setlon, sald the milltarists, had been

21?. A, McKania %$§ Iragedy of Kores (New York‘
The Macmillan Company , 19 s De 59 :

& ;bi L] Pb 62
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brought about because Koresn soldlers had fired upon
Japanese troops. The Japanese placed the young regent upon
the crown and forced him into demsnding the expulsion of all
chiyaae troops from.ﬁaraa,23 Warp éaemad.imminaﬁt and 1t

k The conflict whilch ensued, known as tﬁévsinanapéneae
'.War, wae of short duration. ﬁostilitiéﬁ commenced when.tha
“ 3apanese tor@edned the ;gﬂéhlg, 8 Ghines@}traﬁsport with
| tw@lve hundraed men aboard, The Japan@qé fomea tiaém étruck
- one blaw after another 4n rapid ﬁueeemsian, throwing into
aonfnaion the ill»prapare@ and gadly over-confident Chimaae
army which was ouvtnumbered and finsally almpost annibilaﬁad at

Plngyang, 24

Then followed the destruction of the Chinese
fl@ét in the Battle of Yalu, the capture mf.?crt Arthuy with
ite horrible maea&ar&,ag the invasion of the Liaotung
Peninegula, and the capture of Weihsiwel in Northern

ﬁhantﬁngg Crushed and hunilisted China wae forced, by the

Treaty of ﬁhimonesski, o aecepﬁ the following terms:

the ceding to Jepan of the Lisotung Peninsula, the ieland of

“23’4”73-3«11&‘“&’ on. gite., p. 67,
v 241&191{@!1319 s OR. m, i P T%e
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Formoss, and the Pescadores; and payment to Jépan of an
indemnity of $150,000,000,%0 | o o

The warulbrds veravjubilanté Theiyr first full scale
effort hadfmet with tremegdoua succese, However, the
enthusiaen was short-lived, The terme of the Treaty of
ahimanesek; were not at all to thé liking of three powerful
Qést@rn natlonss Germany, France, and Russla. All three
| had their own ﬁery definite ideas as to the future explol=
tation of the Chinese Empire, snd they hed no intention of
permitting a Japan that had just emerged from a state of
59m1~barharism 0 disfupt thelr plans. A few days after the
élgﬂing of the ﬁhimandéaki Treaty, Japan received from these
three nations a firm but loftily worded protest concerning
her propoesed scquisition of the vastly strategic Liaotung E*—‘*‘“
Penineula, BSuch an arrangement would, this protest pointed
out, cgnstitﬁte.& dire menece to China's capital at Peking
and would rendey purely illuaory the newly declared inde-

pendence of Kovea,2! What could Japan do in the face of

such & protest? She had, to be sure, defeated without grest
difficulty the armed forces of her backward neighbor; but to
face the armed forces of three of the world's leading powers

wouid be an entirely different matter. Thers was nothing to

2
7:1:;@., p. 197.
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do but accept the "pacommendations” of the Tripartite
Powers,

7 Even thie set~back strangthened the militarists.
Thay uged it to discredit the Forelgn 0fflce of the govern-
ment. They pointed out how the srmed foreces of Japan had
won a glorious victory only to be deprived of it by the
ineptness of the civilian branch of the'gnvernmant.. A
double victory was, therefore, gained by the militarists,

The "Tripartite Intervention," as the militeriste
called 1%, rankled Japanese hearts. BSalt was rubbed in to
the wound only a year after the signing of the Treaty of
Shimonosekl and the Tripartite Intervention,

Li-Lobanov Tresty -~ 1896, In Mareh,.1896, the famous
Chinese diplomat L1 Hung-chang was appointed by the Empress
Dowager Tsu Hail to Journey to 8t, Petersburg, ostensibly for
the purpoée}cf repregenting Chins at the coronatlon of
Russia's new Czar, Nicholas II, There was, however, enother

purpose for his visit and a very important commission which

appearad duly in

8t. Petersburg in all the regallia of his office and attended
by'an impressive ratinue; and in June, 1896, he negotiated

with Russla a secret treaty of alllence specifically almed

at Japsn., It was asgreed that if the lstter should pursue an

tracting parties would assist one another on land and seas,
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At the time, the Russlan representative, Lobanov, who
actually negotlated the treaty with Li Hung»chang‘éucceaded
in persuading Li that the saféty’@f Gﬁinafdapendad upon the
eonstrueticn of & transocntinental rallway acroes N@rthern
_ Manchuria to Vladivoaﬁak; thie right wag epbodied in tha
treaty. Thls treaty marked the start of the fowtifiegtion
of the Liaotung Peninsuls and the bullding of the Dalrenw
Herbin railroad by the Rusqiana, 28 Japan saw the handwrit-
ing on the wall, and the military,decided to erage 1it,

‘ Russo-gepsnese Wer: 1904-05, Having firmly estebe
lisghed herself on the L;aétung Peninsula, Russia 16&% no
tine in exten@ing her influenee_to the north§ and by the
beginning of the year 1902, Russisn forces were in
undiapuﬁed nilitary paasesﬁion of China's three esstern
provinces, ﬁhe territory batter known &8 Manchuria,29 fluch
e dominant Ru&slan positian was full of danger to all other
forsign interssts in the Far Emst as well as to those of

China, It was to Jap&n, however, that the situation

copetlituted the greatest menace} and it was the mllitariste
of Japan who decided that they were sufflicliently prepared to

challenge Russin’s alleged rightﬁ. One of the sources of

‘28W9bb, oD ﬂgg., p. 89,
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. confldendge for the Japanese was the Anglo-Jspanese Alliance
95-1902 by which each would g0 to the defense of the #ther
if either were sttacked by more than one nation, This
troety wae uysed by the British as 2 means of eurtaiiing
Russian expansionist tendencies in the Far East, but at the
same timeiit gave the war-lerds.of Japan & free hand in the
Orient, >0 | | |
Early in 1903 the situation began to assume a serious
aspect, and once again war cloude began to gather in the Far
East, Thraﬁghout the year Russla and Japan waré engaged in
more oxr less wearisome negotliations, whichvarfived at no
definite conclusions, In Japan the militariets were strosee
ing the divinity of the Esmpémr, the code of bg{;ghmo, the
asoncept of hakko ighiu (hringiﬁg tha‘coraersﬁof the world
under one. roof), and the belief in kodo (the éay-éf the
$mper0r) to stir the peeple into a Trenzy. ?h@y succeeded
1ﬂidoing this to such a degree that public opinion soon

demanded that Russian penetration anﬁ_infiltratioﬂ in

riets were more than willing %o submit to the will of the

people.

P1pid., p. 158,
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'In‘the negotiations between the representatives of
"Rusgila and Japan, the Russians dilly-dallied and‘appeareé to
be in no great hurry to come to a 3aﬁtleman£. Japan, on the
other hand, feeling herself cam@etent, would brook no
further delay, On February 6, 1904, Japan severed diplos
matie relations with Russis, Two days later the Imperial
Jepanese Navy under the command of‘ﬁdmlral Togo attaekéd the
’Ruaeiam'fleaﬁ off Port Arthur. Formel declaration of war
did not come until the 10th. Hostilitieé lasted nearly two
Jears, 'Althmugh Russla wae badly bsaten,}thé Japane se them=
gelves wére on the verge of‘aallapéekbeoaueé of the pro=
longed strain of the war on men, supplies, and raw materials,
Both sides were ready for psaqaﬁ'
Ireaty of Portenc 1905, Under the.ﬁpGHSOEthp" —
of Theodore Roosevelt, Russla and Japsn sgreed to the :

following pease termg as set up a2t the Tresty of Portsmouth:

(1) Both powers agreed ﬁé evacuate Menchuria which was to be

restored to the exclusive administration of China with the

to bhe %rgngferréd to Japan; (2) Jepan's paramount @alitie&l,
military{ and econonic intereats in Kérsavware recognizeds

(3) Rﬁaaia_ceﬁeﬁ.to Japan the railway from Peft'ﬁrthur to ?
Gh&ngehuh, ratainiﬁg the rallway north of ﬁhat polints aﬁ& ;

o
o
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Japan and grented important fishing righte in northern
‘Peoliflic waters to Japan@se‘intar@atg,39 |

.ﬁapan_bad taken on the "ecolossus of the north” and,
much to the surprise of everyone, had emerged victorious,
The militariste were pralsed throughout Japen., Never did
thelr prestlige glow mo brightly. They were the agvivrs of
the Yamato race, It seemed that the policy of hskko ichiy
was ﬁofsueééed. | ‘

On July 30, 1912, the Emperor Meljl dled, With his
death .an ers came to an end, Feudalism had besn replaced by
 conetitutional militariesm, Two great wara'had;b@en Tought
and won, Japau'waﬁ reeagniﬁeé a8 one of thé world's great
: péwers, owing primarily to the péliey-cf the militarista,
Twaiyaapa;latex aﬁ&tb@g period of still more atbitious

expansion and growth was ushersd in by World Wer I.

32y311ams, op. eit., p. 139,



CHAPTER IV
JAPANESE MILITARISM AND WORLD WAR I

‘Wbrld War I gave Japan a great oppertuniﬁy fcr

expsncion and growth, and her wilitary leaders were quick to

pelze 1t, The conditions created by World War I had been

made to order for Japan, Eﬁey brought all her strategic
adventages into play and were ldeally adepted to meet her
aaencmia,_yalitiaal, and uwilitary necessitlies, The predlc-
tion of Viscount Tani upon his return from the West in 1868
seened about reaﬁy ﬁd*ééma trues |
'~ Make our country eecure by military preparation.
« '« '« Buncoursge snd protect the people at home, and
then wait for the time of the confusion of Burope
which must come eventually sooner-or later . . .
“fBuch an event will agitate the nations of the ﬁrient
ae well, and we will then becoms the chief natien of
the Orient,

k gg‘ﬁcrld War I3 1914. After the outbreak

of hostilities, Japan, acting she clalmed in consonance with

the terms of the AngloeJapesnese Alliance, offered to come to

»:.aiﬂ?_~§n—£egly-ﬁ@@&%—ﬁ#&%&&awgugg&étéé

that Japen confine her fighting to the seaji that ig, attecks

upon armed German merchantmen Iin Pacifie waﬁers.g Japan,

lvptcn Close, Behind ithe Face of Japen {London:

' D. Appleton-Gentury Compeny, 1942), p. 103,

' %5, T, Williome, Chine, Yesterday and Today (New York:
Viking Prese, 1942), p. %5%7@’ = A
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however, refused to so restrict her operations if she
‘entered the war at all for ‘the eyes. of the Japanese militaw
rigtﬁ WweTe upon Tsingtaa,vwaalthy citykandvsbr&t@gi@,fora.
trese on the Chinese malpland, togsthey withvﬁiﬁéehaw,‘a.

‘ te?ritory af one hanﬁred'aﬁd ninety~threse square milés and
en luportant center of trade am well as the gateway to
higtaricvﬁhantﬁég ?rmvince,‘ane;af'th& rieh@sﬁ‘@taﬁ@& in
thnaaﬁ' @haaévﬁarﬁ the territories ihat had been ieaaed by
the Geymans during the hectlc yesrs when China was conslde
eraﬁ'a p1am for Wesbtern ;@perialism; :
Gf@&tvﬁritaiﬁ wag in & dilemms. According %o the
texns of the Anglo-Jepenese Pact of 1902, which had been
?@affifméd~in.1911,v@ither_af}ﬁhe countries was supposed. to

come to the aid of the other in case of an}a%tackfby wove

- than one power, Britain had been atiacked by.mmre.than one

pewar and now Japan was offering to aoma to her agaiatanes,i
not for the purpoae of livinﬁ up to the terme of the treaty,
but for furthﬁring her own militaristievand,imperi&lisﬁie

n_ﬁiﬁ_mai_m&m$_dayan_in~$ha_waw but _did not

4
knaw hmw to keap h@r eab.

3baa., e 498

4Dr. 8tanley Hornbeck, angamgararx Polit! %2%§ the
9

E Eﬁ”& (New York: D, Appleton»ﬂenﬁury Company,

Pc 2




~ .

 Free {New Yorkd Viking Press, 1939), vp. O, o
~palng in an effort to show that Jap&n entﬁred the war al the

L
In the final analysis, Jepan decided to act upon her
gwn:éacoqnt;’anﬁ on Auguet 15, 1014, she 1ssved an ultimatum
to.@armaﬁy demanding com@l&t@ withdrawal hy Germany from her
poesessions in the<?acifie;5 Recelving no reply Japan .
declared wer agalnst Germany on August 2% ana_lmmediately

commenced operations ageinet the Germeny leased territory of

| Kisochow end againet the agrr@unéﬁhg Chinese territory. Here

ﬁhe'mglitarieﬁa.ware treading upon dsngerous ground, They
wanted to move ahead rapidly and felt that they had a good

chance 4n succeeding in their objectives beceuse of the fact :

' that the vest of the world was embroiled in the conflegra-

tion in Europe, ¥Yet, there wes a need for h@sitaﬂey and

cautlion lest ﬁhe»enﬁir& Joapansee scheme for the ultimate
control of China be recognized,
In her ultimatum to Germany on Auguet 15, Japan had

demanded that Germany deliver to her the leesed territory

%Th@r@ 3s guite a difference of apinlon on this
matter, Dr, Gilbert Reid in his volume, Chi

request of Grest Britein, quoting as suthority for his

statements o rather farmiéable arvay of teetimony almost

entirely Ja@anesa in arégin. Y?rafeamor g, T, w1111am3,&an

the other hand, in his China Yesterday and Today, 4o

seyes that Japan offered to come to the %ﬁgis%vnce of Gre&t ;
Britain, but that the latter declined the offer, whereupon e
Japam undertook ta act indepandently. Dr. 8tsnley Hornbeclk,

. i) ry gt, D 286 and Paul 8,

E- %

r Y21

the’visws”af'*rbfeaaor o 11amé.W:':é"ntntaments of
Professor Williams and Dr, Hornbeck are based upon incon-
trovertible evidence and have never been repudiated,
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of Kiaochow "with a viaw’to the eventual restoration of the
same to China™; end on the day that this ultimatum was .
delivered, Count Ikuma, Premier of Japan, in s telegram to ’,”} .
the American prese had saids ‘

Japan's proximity to Chine bresds many sbeurd
rumors; but I declare that Japan acts with a clear
congclence in conformity with Justice, and in perfect
scoord with hexr ally., Japan hae no terrltorlal
ambitions and hopes go stand as the protector of the
peace in the Orient,

Thus spoke the Premisr of Japsn, the spokesuan of the
milltarists, Later, in a wessape sent to the New York
Independent, Premier Ikuma declared: |

It 12 my desipre to convince your people of the
gincerity of wy governument and of my people in gll
thelr utterances and aseursnces. . . . Thig Far \
Eastern situation 1lg not of our seeking, . . . I
have read wlth admiration the lofty message of
President Wilson to hisg people on the subject of
neutrality, . . . Ag Premler of Japan I have
stated, and I now again state, 1o the people of
America and of the world, that Japan has no !
ulterior motive, no desire to secure wmore terri- : S
tory, no thought of depriving China or any other ;
peoples of anything which they now poesess ., . .
My government and my people have given thelr word and
thelr pledge, which will be as honorably kept as
Japan always keeps promiges,

The whole thing now seems grimly humorous in the
light of Japan's eubsequent depredations, but it served the
purpose of the wilitariet cligue by lulling the nations of

e ‘
Quoted 1ln Reginald Wheeler's China and the World
New Yorky Almddinm Books, 1939), p. 9

Touoted in Close, op. git., pp. 103-104,
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the West 1nt0,a false sense of security while the secret
plans of the war-lerdg were put into effect‘ _

N W@@ks pasped Teingtao nad been taken; German control
had been wholly eliminated from the 3ea$ehmld and tha ra11~
way. China walted, expecting that Japan would at least
evecuate the pafte of Shentung which she had occupled oute
side of the German ares; but Japan gave no indlcation of any
move in that direction, h?inall&, on Januray 7, 1915, almost
two months after Tsingtao had fallen, the Chinese Government
officlally notified Japan.that, 1naam&eh a8 th@rmilitary
necengity no longer existad;'tha zone of belligerency in
Shantung was sbolished; and she r@qheétéd.that all Japanesae
troops be withdrawn into the Xiaochow ar@a,a This Japan
stigmatized,a&'ah'ﬁnfriandly act, Not under any elrcum-
stance, she declered with welleaffected umbrege, would she
acquiesce in such a requ@st. Japanes@'ﬁroopé,-sha ssserted
aéfiantly, would continue to wmove freely in ﬁhin@ae terprie
tnry.g It must be vemembered &hatvﬁhis happeneﬁ 1a$a than
five months after the Premier of Japan had utiered his lofiy

stotements pledging Japan to'hgﬁcr and uphold the integrity
and sovereignty of Chinaj a pledge which wag to be

*nonorably kept as Japan alwaye keeps promises,"”

8‘ - | & .
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‘Eﬁﬁ Iventy-Qpe Demanda: 1915, Immedlately following
the brazen affront to Chine's soverelgn rights described
gbove ceme Japan'e notorious TweﬁtyQDnevmemagda'fcr certain
grivilegée which, 1f granted, would have reduced China to
the position of an economic and adminiatr&tivé protectorate
of Japan, These demands comprised a most asﬁaunding diplo«
maﬁin‘eemmunicatién and have been éharacterizea by wore than
one eminent polliticel writer as a more vielous assault upon
Chinese sgvaraignty than'was Avstria's ultimatum in 191a

upon the‘aovereigaty of 5aﬁb1a,lg

Aaﬁomishing'alao was the
fact that, contrary to established diplomatic usage, these
demanda‘were’preaantad not to the Minlster of Fareign
Affalre but dirvectly to the Pregident of China by the ,
Japanese Minlster Hiaki, who enjoined upon him ﬁha utmaat'i
aaer@@y»ll Their praaaﬂ%atian was accompanied by verbal
demands oy proumpt aeeaptamﬁé_anﬂ by threats of dire conse-
quanﬂes'to Pregident Yuan Shihekal, the government, and the

nation should the matter become known to the worl&.lg

ey of the

Japanese Forelgn Office but upon Japanese War Office paper,

»10L. A, Lyall, China (New Yorks: The Macmillan
Company, 1935), p. 213, | R
Yo,
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watermarked with wmachine guns and battleships, a bit of
Jingolsam that the Japanese war-lords have ﬁéver bothered to
explain.lB | _ o

ﬁhe<TW$ntyéQne Demands waré divideé.into five groups,
The firet group, consleting of four articleas, caﬁar@d’
Japen's poeition in the Shantung Peninesuls and in effect
- would have converted that Ghiﬁsse area into & Japanese holde
ing. The seven articles of the second group would have
given Manchuria and Faetern Inner Mongolia the éﬁatu& of
Japanaﬁe preserves, Japanéae subjects would haya'beeﬂ glven
speclal vights in these ér@és, and Ohine would heve been
forced to consult Japan in the event that other governments
requested railwey or financial privileges in these aress,
The two articles of group three covered certain J#panese
- mining holdings in China, Group four, a singl&-articlﬁﬁ was
designed "with object ar.effaatively preeerving the territoe
rial integrity of Gbin&e” Chins wes ta‘&gres'nat to cede or

lease to any other power any harbors or any lslands along

other nation from challenging Japan'e paramount position in

14

China,’ The fifth and final group of seven srticles would

1pig., p. 218,

4
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have pla&éd_influential Japanese in the Chinese government
as political, financisl, and military adviseraj given
Jopanese hospitels, temples, and aghoaia_thﬁ“ft@ht to own
: laﬁd“ih the interior of China; placed Japaneae'in*virtual
‘éénirol of the Chinese police eystem; given Japan control
_avex‘éhinese armaments; granted Japan the right to constyuct
gertaln rellweys in China; placéé Japan in a position to
veto the participation af'ferézgn eapital-infthe development
of Tukien provinee; snd given Japanese the right to preach -
in China, The 1aét articles were so barewfaeeéAiniﬁheir
Infringement on Chinese sovereignty that the Japaneae
eventually attempted to deny that they represented anything
more than Japenese "yl cheg , "5 |

Qontrary.te_aapana$e 1hstructiome, thavnewa of these
demands was not kept secret, zﬁfarmatian leaked out, and
world epinion was éo greatly aroused that the Japanege
mllitarists were forced to back down on their claims,

Although the war-lords did retreat, they did not glve up

ig,  Some, in fsot, were agreed to by
China in two trestlest: that of May 1915, respecting

ghantung, and another slgned concurrently respecting
Japansse rights in South Manchuris, Under the Lirst treaty

China agreed to ablde by any sgreement wmade by Japen and

1B1p1g., p. 163,
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Germany regarding Shantung. The second trealy gave Japanege
subjecta'g@rt&in riahté.in Houth Manahuria_gh@;@ore Limlted
ongs in Inner Mongolla, In notes acaompanyiﬁéith$ shove

treaties, the Chinees goversment sgreed to give preference to

;Japaneae subjectq in the employment of a&via@rs, Lo oansult

with the Japaneea govermment 1f 1t prepoaeé to negctiate

eertain losns lnvolving South Manchuria and Inner Mongolla,

and to keep forseigners and forelgn capltal out of Fukien -

Province, In return, Japan agreed to turn back to China the
_K&aaahaﬁ,Leaa@é Territory provided th&t«thaxﬂhinasekgaﬁern*

‘ment make specisl canaaaaﬁans r@gardiﬂg it.

‘Although the militari«%v ware folled 3n thair attempt

“to take over China completely, progress had been made which

- enhenced thelr already soaring prestige. Th@y gould afford

to walt.
The snd of World War I saw Japan recognized as one of
the five Great Powers, During the wer she had tremendously

expended her possessions with small loss of life, HSeeret

trestiss dpawn up during the war with the Allled natione
allowed her ia keep her newly estaeblished position in
Shantung province as well as the extenslon of her iighte in
South Menchuria, These previéians.were»written‘into the

Treaty efiVeraaillaa.lﬁ In addition to ﬁhis, the German

léﬁh@maa A, Blsson, Shadow Qver Asglat EQE :
ion nc.,

Militant Japan (New York: Foreign ?olicy Assocl
glf}')u 04
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islands north of the eguator were awerded to Japan as a
Olsgs C mandate under the Lesgue of Nstlons, Thie was the
type of mandate that bordered upon being outright annex
ation, and the militariste made good use of thisfalaaaifica»
Blon.

- Peoce saw Jap&n and her militariets relgniﬂg suprems
 over Asia. From Mongollia in the north to the tropleal isles

in the south, the blazing sun of the Mlkado waved over all,

gxég ¥ar 1o pesge Lo war: 19181031, Soon sfter the

end of World War I, the Japsnese militariste found their
prastige declining., The maln reason for this lowering of the
prestige of ithe Army wase ﬁh@ universal nmovement for peace, a
movement that seems to oceur at the end of all‘great‘cmn«
flicte, People the world over wers engaged in wishful
thiﬁkiﬁg @hi@h was so well expressed in the slogan “war to
end wars,” Hven the penple of Japen halled the dacﬁrﬁn@a of
peace, The mllltariste were at a lossg aa_tQ how to combat

the growing sense of reslstance to force as a means of

Tha wal

; ange *}:ﬂ thele

fealings, however., They referred to this perled as one of
Bdecadent sentiment nurtured by the prosperity of war,

fusing with liberal thought,"(
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ﬂﬁa?ﬁng this perlod, th@\milltarista‘ﬁégan to suffer
’ ,theif first-favgrsals eineevﬁhe;r mnﬁerﬁ.ineeﬁﬁion'durihg‘
the Mﬁiji Restorstion, First, ~there wae the fetldra of the
ﬂibarian Intervgntinn in whieh Japan wag repulsed in ite.
“ttampt to teke over a portion of Russian Siberiaﬁ- Then
'there waa the Wnshin ﬁnn Pence Gmnfar@nce af 19?1*1922 The
Conference mat to solve thﬂﬂe problems in the For East that
‘might lesd to weyr. The Japanev@ éelegatem to the canferemca
accepted a 55«7 naval ratio which gave Graat Eritain and
tﬁe;ﬁnitad States a naval atrength of 5 to 3 for Japan, The
.mixiﬁgrista were vehoment in thelr denunciation of the trea-
'ty’ but it was approved avar.their protests, In'additian,
‘ Japan pledged ta return to Chﬁna the provincﬁ of Shantung,

f whach hpd been taken Lrom Permany after World War I¢18 This
_ eagmpnt nf the pact inimrtatad the mllitarigtsy hut the wlsh
far peace was 80 qtrang throughout the warld that the war-
lerdﬂ wers faraeé to accede,

In 1928 Jap@n qi@naﬁ the Kellog~Briand Peace Pach,

which oytlawed war as a means of national pollcy. Agaln.
her:éiplomats aroused the irs of th@ wilitarists but to no
avail;} Th@ cligue felt that Japan ghould have 1n31$had upon
the same ?igh% as that given %o Great Britaln] that is,

Japan ahaul& have demanded gpecified fraedom of &ctinm in

18; g,d., p. 123,
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her spheves of influsnce, However, the diplémata'did’nbt
fael.tbat this was necessary to the future af»Jéy&n;lg':i
While the Japanese diplomats had signed these various
treaties ond agreaménté ﬁhich would have done wuch to insure
the peace of the world if they had been obgerved, the
Jopenese w&rleliqua continued to speculate on the doctrine
of ggggg iehly and to make plans for ite accomplishment,
Qﬁg Qf‘th@ée plang cawe to the fore during the one perlod of
domination that the wilitariets had in governmental affaire
during the 1920’$.} This event occurred éur&ng the premiere
ship of Raron Ichiro Taneke and is known ag the Tanake
Memorial, .
| The Tenaks Memorial: 1927. ?éﬁayi the Teneke
Memorial 1s régardsd as the blueprint followed by the
Japanege In thelr attempt to bring the eight cmrnarsiaf the
warld_uﬁd&r one roof, At the time of ites publicatlon, how- Lﬁ;;ﬁ
ever, very few people placed any credence in ite statements,

It was not until the chance disclosure snd publicae

thon—of—the—fanousHemorkel which Baren Tenska presented to
the Emperor that the attentlon of the world was drawn to
Japen'e grandlose drsams, Baron Tanaka, who had become
premier as the leader of the aggressive Seiyukal Party, sent

his Memorisl to the Emperor on July 25, 1927. It had been
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prepared following e conference in Mukden which was attended
by all the ¢ivil and military officlals of Manchurig and.
Mongolia. For sleven dgye?the conference discusged Japaﬁaae
policies in these two ca@ntries; Some umonthe latér the
Memorisl was published by Chinese publiclete with the expla-
nation that a copy had come into thelr hsnde., Though its
contents caussd a great deal of surprise to those who were
unfamlliar with the history of the Fer Eest, it dld néﬁ
contain anything not advocsated by the militariets for
yaara.go

The pian lald down in the Tanska Memorisl by whioh
Japan would first conguer Manehurig, then China, then the
?hilippinas'and Southeast Asia and adjoinlng territory is
well known end need not be diseuseed in detail here. What
ia importent, however, is the Japanese frams of mind that
would permit the militariste to embark upon & courses of cone
guest which had been lald bare before the eyes of the entire
world, The release of the Memorial showed that while the

diplomats of Jepan talked

war,

Ogarl crow Japan's Dream of World Ewplre
Tanolks Megggial (Néw York: Harper and Brothers, 9415 pe 18,

The author goes into detall to show how the Tanaka Mameraal
W&ﬁ simply 8 restatement of many Qf the beliefs of pruminent

cf the}Memorial“itsalf;
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The Tanaks Memorial was the sole axeeptimn to the
ateady decrease in prestige of Japsn's military clique dur-
inpg the 1929'a¢ Army influence continued at &‘lowtepb
during most of thie period. Other forces were chéaking,
temporarily, the traditional power of the arwy. The old
powerful clan 1saﬁera'ef»the}$amp who @arliér had mauldaé
@Qﬁ@rwmenﬁ\policiea weye elther dead or taking & lese actlve
role in domestle and forelgn affairs,

“Ag hes been mentioned briefly, Japen was sweph by the
@catuwar surge of democracy end psace. Thig wae made doubly
evident in 1918 when Tekashl Hara, pr&siéemﬁ of the Belyukal
Party, esteblished the Tirst true unl-party Gabinaﬁ in
Japan's recent history. Trus, there were many Cabinets} but
none ruled according to the English principle of respongle
‘bility Lo the Parliement. During the 20%s there wére t0 be

21 To wany, the natlon

#ix one=party Csbinets in succession,
appeared on the verge of an era of responsible government, a
government in which the military would ocoupy & proportion-

ately less influentlal pmsition;ag

21
¥, R, Dulles, Forty Years of Amegicgg~$a nese
Relations (Bostons Haéghten*M1 flin Company, 1 §i§, p. 184,

agﬁggg,, Dy 18?. The author goes %o some length to

show the g of the dencoratic spirit within Japanese

politics and.hmw thia ﬂpirit mada 1tmal£ felt in governs
atters ; ; bhe ypons—Tor-1is

failarea,‘
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Ihe Minselito Cabinet of 1929s Moast liberal in
gﬁgaﬁeae hilstory., In 1929 the Miﬁseitn-Q&bin&t’tcak-aff&ca.

| This wae the @trong@st and moat liberal yarty gavernment to
’hald effi@a in Japanas@ bistory. It came the nagraat to
t eatabliahgng.ﬁemaar&sy‘in,Nippan¢ It 8lso had to meet the
fﬁ.rm onslaught of the military forces. In the story of
Japan's political development, 1t thus represents a critical
turhing point of unusual signifioanaé.ag’ |
The Minseito ﬂibﬁnat was liberal but by no means
radiaal%* It was, in realiﬁy, a government of blg business,
Tte liberaliem stood out ma&nly,in,its moderate forelgn
 : polisy, whieh coﬁtf&at&d}éharply with Baron Tanaka's
.“pmsitiva palaey;” A discussion of the ﬁabineﬁ‘a liheraliam
48 inel uded in the section of this paper devoted to the
_,agbatgg and it takes away gome of the 1uater of the moder~
aﬁevpclieyn There 18 no doubﬁ, hmwmver, th@t the Minselto
ﬁabinet was Oppm&a& to war unless all other'means faile&;
The Minselito G&bin@t was made up of ﬁiatinguished
»amagucki,_ihe_ﬁx