University of the Pacific

Scholarly Commons

University of the Pacific Theses and

Dissertations University Libraries

1956

The Class Structure of a Minority Group in a Valley City

Marcus Asie Williams
University of the Pacific

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/uop_etds

b Part of the African American Studies Commons, Civic and Community Engagement Commons,
Community-Based Research Commons, Demography, Population, and Ecology Commons, Human
Ecology Commons, Human Geography Commons, Place and Environment Commons, Race and Ethnicity
Commons, Regional Sociology Commons, Rural Sociology Commons, Social History Commons, Social
Psychology and Interaction Commons, United States History Commons, and the Work, Economy and

Organizations Commons

Recommended Citation
Williams, Marcus Asie. (1956). The Class Structure of a Minority Group in a Valley City. University of the
Pacific, Thesis. https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/uop_etds/1295

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the University Libraries at Scholarly Commons. It has
been accepted for inclusion in University of the Pacific Theses and Dissertations by an authorized administrator of
Scholarly Commons. For more information, please contact mgibney@pacific.edu.


https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/uop_etds
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/uop_etds
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/libraries
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/uop_etds?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/567?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1028?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1047?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/418?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1335?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1335?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/356?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/424?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/426?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/426?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/427?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/428?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/506?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/430?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/430?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/433?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/433?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/uop_etds/1295?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F1295&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mgibney@pacific.edu

THE CLaSS STRUGTURE OF 4 MINORITY GROUP
' IN A VALLEY €ITY

A Thesis
Presented to
the Faculdty of the Depariment of Scciology
' College of the Pacific

In Partial Pulfillment
of the Requirenments for the Degree

¥aster of Arts

by
Harous Asie %glliams

%

June 1936

P



TABLE OF CONTENYS

CHAPTHR

I. THE PROBIEM AND DEFINITION OF THRYS

The Problem o + « « o o s + » &

Statement of the problem

-»
F

Importance of the study . . .

Definition of terms Used . . .
Claas ;. e e e e e e
Valley Gity « « « « o + & « &
ABSOOLAION o « 4 4 v . . . .

Organization of the Thesis . .

1. REVIEW OF PREVIOUS LITERATURE .

Literature on techniques and conelusions of

L]

*

L d

#

» .

»

+

"

a

£

*

¢ .

soelologlists and soeial anthropologists .

‘Eiheraturauﬁantaining information about the

Valley Gity Negro community

IIX. THY THCHNIGUES USED . . . . . .

The qusstionnaire . . . » «
Personel interviews . . . . .
The siudy of asspelations . .

IV, PINDINGS OF THE 8TUDY o o o « &

Classification of Churches Serving the Valley

Cloy Negro » » » o » o o o

&

*

[

L

]

-

&

-

L]

a

L]

*

@

[

*

»

PAGE

.1
.1
.1
.1
. 2
. 2
. B
. 5
. 4
. 8
. 8
. 13
. 16
.18
. 18
. 19
. 20
. 20



OHAPTER

The churches serving the Valley Gity
Nagrchaognanqguamasa»up

Uther assoclations sgerving the Negroes

of Valley City . .

General charscteristics of individusls not

affilleted with an ssspoiation . . . .

*

&

Interaction of members of

associations. + « « . .

V. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
sunmnary e & v+ ¢ % a
Sonolusions « o « » »+

EIB@I@GH&?HY s 4 mow n s e s e
APFENDIX A; Summary (Table IV)

B. fjuestionnaire . .

*

o

L3

-«

»

L

& ® a4 & ¥

different

] * L3 b4 L)

111
PAGE

21

L BY

34

56
40
40
42
45
47
48



TABLE

11,

I11s

Iv.

C LISP OF TABLEY

PAGE
Churches Listed in Rank Order According %o
Their Index of %tatus.ﬂharaateristiés |
Score Placement . . . ,'a'a .'. v a ,'. ;I-I'Q%'

Churches and Associstions Listed in Renk Order
as Indioceted by the Law~Msﬁian4H1gﬁ ﬁcﬂraé |
of Their Membsrs Based on the agplieatiah' |
of & Weighted Score ta the I. S, C. Factars'.' | a8

Summary of Work Sheet Information Showing the

. Additvional Associmtions of Churoh Members,

Xna;uaing ong Nonw-ehurch Grauy, Valley Gity:

Ne@ro, 1950 o o + « o o s o s s o s o . o e s B2
Summary of Work-sheet Informetion an&;ﬁppliu

eation of Weighted Pectors for Determination

6f Ulass 9la¢aménts for Assoelstions eof the

Valley Oity Negro, 1980-8L .+ » « ¢ « ¢ o & 48



LIST (F PIGURES
PIGURES | PAGE
1.' Sociogram Showing Inbteraction of Association
| Members in Valley City Negro Community . . . o B
£, BSchewatio Representation of the (lass System |
 as it Operated 1a Valley Gity, 1950 . . . . . 48



CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITICH OF TERMS USED

There is an amceepted principle amongst Sovelologliste
that all communities have some pattern of strevifieation,t
Since the Vaelley City Negroes, the minority group sslected
for this researeh, represent a community structure, some
pattern of stratification is p#eaant.' A%t the time of this
study the specific nature of the ¢lass strusture for this

community had not been 1&anzified.
1. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. I% was the purpese of this

study (1) to delineate the socisl elass structure of the
Negro community of the vﬁlley City m@trépuiihan area in the
year 1960-1951; (2) %o show the yelationships of membership
in asscelations to class placement; (3) to show the relation-
ship of membership in assosiations and of ¢lags placoment

to gsueh factors as length of regidence, education, cocupation,

and home ownership.

Importence of the study. The Valley City metropolitan

area had, in March, 1948, a totsl of 15 pey cent of its total

i He Pv Gist and L. A. Halbert, Urban Society (New York:

Thomas Y.« Crowsll Oompany, 1948), p. 288,




population classified as “mthag ihan white,” of which ome~third
Were ﬂegra;ﬁ The 1950 Census listed the number as 6,677
ﬁegroea.3 in gertain areas the ethnie groups of Hegro end
Wexican residents are in the majority. A‘more thorough know-
ledge of the class structure and esnaamiﬁaut information of

the asscciations serving these NHegro people wiil facilitate
better integration of this minority group into the total | .
community structure. This knowledge will be useful te various

municipal sgencies as well as to sociologists,
iz. QEFIKT?IQN‘GF TERMS USED

géﬂgg; In the somprehensive work of Warner and Lunt's
Yankee City Series, a definition of class evolved which they
feel has "withstood the later test of a vast collection of
data and of subseguent rigarﬂua aﬁalyaia.“* Az it is a
simple; ﬁarkabl@niefiniticn,.the writer presents it for use

in this thesis:

2 Valley City Ceceupational Survey. Mareh 15, 1948,

3‘vnllay City: Dets taken framﬁpha%astatic e9pi¢s of
1250 Census Bureau Machine Sheets for Valley (lty Metropolitan
Area, _

% . L. warner and P. ., Lunt, The Scoiel Life of a
Modern Community (New Haven: Yale University rPress, L941),
Pe égi '




By class is meent two or more orders of people who
are believed to be, and are aoccordingly ranked by the
members of the community, in soolially superior and infer-
ior positions,” | R

The term as used herein refers to tha‘rénk order in the
~ gradations of inferior to superior. These gradations vary from
ene community to another, and while VWarner and Lunt found six
distinot clesses in Yankee Gity,ﬁ dnly'analyaiﬂ of presearch
findings can disocpver the class structure of the Negro commun-

ity in Valley City.

Valley 8ity. This is a filetitious neme adopted to

disguise the true name of the eity studied. Very briefly, it
is an sgricultural dcmmunity in Galifornie approximately &
century old, populated by 100,000 people, of whom 6,667 are

E&grﬂd?

Associamtion., In keeping with the pattern of non-

identifiomtion of the actual community studied, the names of
aasaeiatiané that would reveal the looality will be disguiaad.
The term as used in this siudy refers o any group having
gome degree of formal existence with officers, meeting~place,

and some regulations regarding membership. It is a very .

S 1bid., p. 82.

6 Ibid., p. aﬂu

7 Op. eit., Valley City 1950 oensus.
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+ e thie formal assooistion iz defined as a mechanism
which helps place the members of a sceiety in a class
bierarehy. It is a type of grouping highly fevored in
our soclety, and arranged individusls in an organization
wﬂéah egaraetaristiaally ineludes some and excludes
OLNSrg.. :

III. ORGANIZATION OF THE THESIS

‘This chapter will present an overall viaw;ﬁf the methode-
élagy ubilized 1n-fha tntai gtudy. 'The remainder of the theslas
will include four areas: a review of the previous litéraﬁura
and ita_relaﬁianship to the present study, methods used in this
study whioh indicete how the information obtained was utilized,
sipnificent interpretations of thé-aata.gathareé,wand summary
of the study with final vonolusions made as a result af the
total research.

Choiee of an adequate technigue far determining thé
pressnoe or the absence of soeis) olasses within the Negro
populace was mede on the basis of research by such students

as Yarner and Lunt,g Yarner, ﬁaeker‘and‘ﬁalla,lg,Davis,

8 %arner and Lant, op. git., p. 8501,
9 fvid.
10

W. Lloyd warner, Mavrehis Heeker, Kenneth Eslls,
Sogial Class in Lmerien fscienea Hesearoh Assoeiates, Inc,,
thiocago, 194%), 274 pp. : .




5
Gardner and Garﬁnar,ll and Droke and ﬁayton;lg A1l of these

studles pointed to the lntersction of membeps in different
asaeaiaﬁiens, oy ﬁa Lack of m@mbﬁfah&p within an mrg&nizatian,
as being indicative of gan&ra] pl&aamﬁﬁt Withiu the thrae

najor strat&fie&kiﬁns of sovelety. Ta qucta briefly fram
each of th& ahava studies:

The study Qf the a&s@eiatiﬁn*s placa and funetion in
Yankee City society led to further developments in using
the sssoelation for nessuring class position . . .an
analysis of the membership of certein types of sssoeia~
tions scon deuonsirated that certain of these orgeniza-
tions functloned in this mamner in the total aammunityglg

4 man's membership in his family, oligue, asaoceclations,
and ehureh are evalusted, and sush gartieip&hian, -when
evaluated and rated by his fellows, contributes to, and
largely establishes, hia soelal-elasa yﬂﬁitiﬂn 1n his
aammunity»l

In the sense in which & social oless ls- haxa aanc@i?ad
therefore, its membeprship can be identified empirieally
upon the basis of either of two types of information:

{1) by records of common pardieipation of individuels in
non-gconomie groups, such as in ochurches, assoecistlions,
and o¢lubs ., . .and (8) by the verbal expression by
individuals of thelr willingness t¢ asgpelate with other
persona in these aoaial relationshipe.ld

11 a11ison ﬁa?ia, Eurlﬁighiﬂ.iaargﬁarnagd Maﬁg H;f
Gardner, Deep South (Chieago, Illinois: The University o
Chigago Press), L94l. _

2 8%, Qlair Drake and Horaee R. Gayten, Blaek ﬂeﬁr@pmliﬁ

(ﬁew York: Hareourt Braoce and Gmmpany, 1945} 80F ppe
15 Yarner snd Lunt, op. o1b., p. 116.
L4 yarner, Meeker and Bells, op. ¢it., p. 93.

15 Davis, Gardner and Gardner, op. git., p. 238.



Hore important, however, in plaeing people ars their

speial relationships . . . « Oooupation, income , a&uaatién,

stendard of living, and public behavior ultlmatﬁly find

thelr reflestion in soeisl groupings . . , . ¥ar more

important in “"placing” people then their femily conneow

tions are thelr slique affiliations. Tha rough rule

that "birds of s feather flook tagatner" is uged to

etratify people in Bronzeville,l®

To make uses of $this technique, information regarding

assoolatlions, their membership and the interaction of their
members, was obteined., Lach orgenization wes classified as
to funotion, type, membarship zerved, and the status of the
ﬁrganization; The mﬁmhefa were asked %o report sueh items as
place of residence, 1éngth of realdencs, numbar of yaars'in

sehool., accupatian, age, marital statua, sex, and @rganiza*

‘tions to whioh they belonged. ahedulaa f4lled in by individual

Negroes served ag 2 source of the statistiosl date and were
useful in gethering data on persons not heiamging to organizo-
tions. The schedules were used to eonstruat.ﬁ'aauiﬁgram end

a chart depicting th@ soelal aiéssaa ef $he Valley Civy Negro.

The writ@r, after many mﬁatingﬁ in c¢lubs, ﬁhurchas,

and ham@s, wa s aacapted hy many of the Kegro wemple, anﬁ wag
introduced by the mother of one t0 a group of her friends as
“my white son.” Such acceptance enabled the investipetor %o
receive reliable informetion depleting the fe@;ings and

the attitudes of verious group members toward aﬁt«grﬁuyﬁ. It

16 Prake and Oayton, op. ¢lt., p. 520,




is this knowledge of feeling-tones that prompted Davis,
Gardner and Gardner to write:

ot only did language and etiquetie of eithsr a.
deferentlal or s oondescending type reveal these diffeps
ences im rank, but in situstions of emotionsl ntress
individuels from any of the clesses were apt to express
entagonlsms toward the other olasses.i? : ey

It frequently becomes difficult to kmow how much of
the personal materisl revesled under intimate eireumstances
should be included in the Pindings. As n matter af éthica,
some materisl hes besn left out or modified. It wes with some
degree of relief that the writer observed other researchers
"have faced this same problem and rESine& it in mueh the seme
way. As John Dollard put i%: |

~In opder to get the knowledge in the first place, one
rust participates signifiecantly in the collsctive life.
This mesrs that ong must eome into human contaet with
pecple and this in durn means intinacy, shariang, and
mutual identification. Bince most intimecies carry an
explicit or implieit eonfidential sign and are to be
revaealed by the researchar only with due care for ithe
effect on the informent, he is limited in all manver of
subtle ways in respect to using specifie bits of material
v « + » This dilemme of resesrch has been long familler
in the study of vhe individual; it is not so well known,
but emqually valid, in studying a community. I% is a
ghrest Linitation to genulne objectivity and adequaoy
of spcial sclence reporting.s -

L7 Davis, Gardper, and Qaprdner, ¢p. ¢lt., p. 230,

18 John ﬂmllara,_ﬁaate and Clags i @ Southern Town

(Hew York: MHarper and Brothers, 1949), p. 49,



CHAPIER IT
REVIEW OF PREVICUS LITHRATURE

This chapter is a survey Qf literature having a related
‘bearing o the sctusl siudy, éither in terms of rethodology or
pertinent information regarding the Vélley City Negro, The
literature surveyed is divided into fwo aategariaa# %hﬁ'stuﬁy'
ef tﬁ&hniquaa‘an& conclusions of studies by'reea@nizaﬂ éoafal
anthragalegiﬁﬁg,ranﬁ the papers prasenﬁaﬁ to tha'ﬂbciolagy
"Bapartmant af-ﬁh&.ﬁajar aallﬁgé af‘Valleg City péé%ainigg o
some phese of the ﬁ@grﬁ‘yapglace of Valley City. K

Literature gﬁ'teahnidaagian&fQaﬁ@lusiaus of Boeelologists

aﬁa Goginl Anﬁaﬁﬁpaiagisté;_ One of the earliest studiss of a

Negro aommﬁﬁity-waa node by br. Dubols Tor thé Univéraity of
Pﬁﬁnsylvania.lg Té‘anm@ile‘hiﬁ fin&ings,'ha intérvi&wmﬁ 2,675
Negroes during & fifteen-month period. While his essential
‘purpose was not to define the elass strusture, dut to “lay
before the public such a body of information as may be a

safe gulde for all efforis ﬁamarﬁ-tbe golution of neay Negro

w20

problems of a great american city, he nevertheless wes able

to distinguish four distinet classess

19 y, E. Burghardt Dubois, The ?hila&ﬁlnhié'meﬁrc
(Tremont Place, Boston, Mase: OGinn and Company, LA99).

20 1hid., p. 1.
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Orade 1. Fapilies of uwndoubted respsoetability asarne
Ang sufiicieny ineome o 1ive well) not enzeged in merlal
sarviee of any kind; the wife snpgeged in o ocoupation
stive that of housewife, except in s Pev onsbs where she
had specie)l onployment ad home. She ohildeon noy
oompailed 0 be bresdewinnars, e found in sohoolp the
Tanily Living in 2 well«kept hous,

gﬁﬁég e %ﬁ@_rgmyﬁaﬁﬁyxa~%&rm1ﬂ@w@1&$ﬁ; in asonforeabile
cliroumstonsue, with o good home, anG heving steedy remansy-
abive works. The younzer childpen in sehool. .

Srade 8., The poor; persong not ssrniag epcush %0 keep
then a8t al)l times above wmant; honest, slithough nod siweys
snargetic or theifty, snd with o touvoh of aross losorel~
ity or orime. Includipg the very poor, and the poop.

Grade 4. The lowest class of arimiﬁalﬁ, prostisuies and
jonTers; the “outmsraed nengh,*9i |

In Barner snd lunt®s ssudy of Thg duelsl Life of o Hodes

ty, six olasses wors distvinguished: upper-upper, lowers-

appor, upper=uiddie, lossresiddle, uppepr-loweyr, and lLowaps

'i!_? & . . & iy ] 3 T S
lm%ﬁrgiﬁ' in dimvuseing how thay plased newbers of Yenkee 210y
in one of thesw aix clesses, they srite;

o v e With The ues of 1l structurel pervisipstion, ond
with the ald of such additionn) testimony as bthe ares
Tivod in, the sype of house, kind of edupsation, menners,
snd other syabols of cless, 1% sas poasible to determine
yery oulekly the epnroxipete plage of any individuel in
the seeiety,., In the Minel snolyels, hovever, individuals
uere plpoed By the evalustions of the members ol Tonkee
Cisy iteelf, s.8., by mueh explilely ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂ%&-ﬁﬁ “ghe dues

not belong” or "they belong o oup olub, i

=3 S .

24 ybid., pp. SLO=SLL,

i:d _ )

28 sarner snd Lunt, 09. 81%., p.

% 1nig., p. 90
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A later research of Warner, Meeker snd fells, refined

24

methods of determining social olass. Pwe main approaches

were defined: the Index of Status Cheracterisbios (herein-
after rﬂfarrgd o a8 1.5.0.) used sush 1%éms as houss, CoCUDGw
- tlen, income, and neighborhoed for class placenent ané the

' Evaiu&ﬁeﬂ Partieipated (E;F§)§ whieh analyzed socisl partioel-
pation. The merits of eadh approach were discussed in the
folleowing quotations:

The E.P. identifies the soecial-olass group with which
the iundividual gejuslly is found to perticipate in
aopmnunity living, whereas the l.8.0. rstes certain soeio-
egonomic characteristics which 1t is thought, (1) play
a part in determining what that sovelal~class partiei-
pation will be snd =% what level it will oeeur and (2)
are in part themselvss deternmined by the level of soelal
participation. ‘

0f the twe methods, the E.P. is the more basie if

speinl-~class analysis is desired, since it is based upon
an actual analysis of the soolal partlioipstion end gooisl
reputation of individusls in the ocommunity. The chied
value of the I.8.0. for spelal-class purposes, iz that

it can bs used to predict with a rather high dsgree of
mocuracy what the probeble sceiml-plass participetion

(on an E.P. basis) will be and that 1t can be secured with
less expenditure of time and money and with less highly 2%
trained psrsonnel than ig reguired Tor the E.F. progess.®

To compile researeh dota Tor Desp South, Vavis, Gapdner

and Gardasy lived in tﬁé commanity for @ period of two yeﬁrﬁﬁﬁ

The area was in %the heart of the deep Soulh, and was over one-.

2% warner, Meeker and HBells, op. elt.
25
Ivid., p. 42.

A8 hovig, Gardner and Gardner, op. gLt.



. il
half Negro. Two investigators lived in the white gseetion,
and the Hegre res@srchers livaﬁ in the Hegro avea. They found
thet socisl olass in sither a white or Begro community could
be derined as: |
« » o The largest group of neople whose memhers have
intimate scoess 1o one apother. & e¢lass is composed of
femilies and soeial ¢ligques, The interrelstionships :
between these families and cliguas., ., . constitutes the LT
sirueture of 8 sceiel eless. A person is s member of .
that moclel olass with whish %gst of his partvicipations,
of this intimate kind, oceur, '
The work of St. Clair Drake and Morace B. Gayton
utilized the experiences geined from associstion with Dr, Warner,

and the fleld work of the study Deep South, to delineate the

soelml strueﬁur@ af the Negra in the Black Bell of Chicagp.
They ocompiled ﬁhair finﬁings and cpnelusions in Black Hetrm«

polis.®® This study hes value for the Valley City s%ué&
beaéuga i% was hasgﬁ;an the Hegro populsce primarily, and ithe
whites were considered only a@s they had direct ralat1m39hip
to the Wegro.' Thus the slass atraﬁifiaatian g thét of the
Negro rether than & totsl mixed commumity. A sumpary of their
findings, in maﬁy ways similar te those of the yresﬁnt'stuéy,
is moted:
The process of differentistion among N@grseﬁ in Bronze-
ville hag given rise %o a loose systen of soeisl olasses
which allows Tor wmobility upward and downward., This oless

ghrueture operstes as & system of spelal sontrols by
which bh@ higher-gtatus groups "protect” thelr way of life,

27 mpia., p. 59,
“8 prake and Caytom, op. olt.
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~ but aduit "strslners" snd "strivers" who c¢an make ‘the
grade. Individusls and organizations on the higher-
status levels become nodels for imitation and also serve
ag an incentive toward scelal mobility.

» - £ * Ll “ L " o L) L] * W a & L] * " r @ " u a - - o - »

Class lines are drawn mos%t sharply batween upper-olass
"Society,” and middlse~-glass "Soelety," and the disorsan-
ized segment of the lower-cless. The ehureh apd civie
crganigations throw some lower-class people into contamet
with the middle class and make it poassible Tor them 3o
rise through a displaey of talent, "decorun” and sccept-
anes, ultlmstely becoming middle-eclass. Middle-class
people may rise through talent, ruce leadership, and the
asquisition of education, snd than move "across” to social
acoeptance. Within the middle-elass world itself there
are no sharp bresks betwsen chureh people end others,
although in the lower~class the line is sharp, "Bhadiss®
ean beoome "respectable" if they aequire middle«claas
puhliggh&havﬁmr and show an interest in racial advance-
nent. '

Bobert Suthaerland prepasred a useful astudy Tor the
Ameriaan_?ﬁuﬁh cormission.®® In this resesreh he is not
grimmrilg soneerned with the dalinmaticn mf elags ltself, but
rather_with the effeot of class on the pérgmnality devalop~
nent of Negro youdh. He observes: . |

Although the studies of the Amerlean Youth Commisaion
nave shown that every Hegro commuaity is to some exbtent
stratitied--thet thers are middle-class and upper-~class
patterns of conduet as well as the more commonly recog-
nized lowsr-class living--they have also presented the
respons why the thrust upwsrd has affected so few
individunls and why the pull downward has kept sueh a
high pgg@&ftimn of Negro youth in thelr %$raditionsl
place,” ' : .

2% 1b14., pp. Y10-711.

50 Rovert L. Sutheriand, Qolor, Class and Personality
(Weshington U,¢., Americen Council on Suudation, W47,

1 1pid., p. 20.
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%haAeaaa higtory mathaa was used by*ﬁahn 9@11&?& 1n | ?
nis study, Yagte 04 Glees in & & Southern Town, originally
publisked in 1937. In hie second edition, published in 1549,
Be admite that "if I were trying to do this job over, I would
“Hﬂﬂ’i‘m&l@ Hha ﬁ'ﬂé‘ﬁa '"N"iﬁ. glags pm‘&m‘a aftor the ‘manpey Qf

Wo fo Varner and his group, "2 In Dollard's etudy, abous
ﬂixﬁy imfgmants wars in%wi&waé thma ar fouy Himes, m@ B~
other 150 novs briefly, He -.ﬁ;‘mm& that not only do paople
-p&a@& others in olass amﬁu;ﬁ- by apémaﬁ&i obeervations, but thaet
peraonsg é,:}._.a;is. respond aspording to The Aemands of *his aéwmte
sooial posifien. oo | |

ﬁ&lg@mn ana Alive %mmell a8 & projeet in & mm.age nn&w-

 graduate courde. Thelr paper, "Wegre Ghurches of Vallsy Oity,
falifornimm—i Burvey,”® hae value for the present ﬁﬁnﬁy in that
it attempts Yo Adentify the oburches by auch broad categories

s8 ocongervabives, in-between, pentecostal, and inter-racial.)”

33 John mna Jaste and Olass in |
{aevond edition, Now Ear'-:'_" m 'm B

33 Ivid., p. 18,

o Iirona Helgeson and Alice (}amell, Regro Ghumhw M
V’anay Civy, Galifernia® (a m:way), g. 3.
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The histarieal'&aﬁa'prﬁﬁahtad ané gar%ially dosumented has
served to identify certein oresnizetions and their memhership
~ with gradstions of placement in the class aﬁruuﬁura}

A study made in 1946 by Prarees Colville revenled
original grants to three 3hurahﬁs.xath&f then to the twWo pop-
ularly thought to be the only old timerﬁ*gﬁ Another a#ntribu*
tion of this peper was the indicstlon of the probable number
of Negro people in Valley 0ity before World var IZ, the nnmﬁe&
being “. . . well below 1,000 according %o the @atiﬁat@g of
local citizens.">® In racalling the figures @btainaﬂ through
the 1950 census previously cited as 6,66?,‘this.r$pr&aants'a;'
gain of approximetely 700 per eent population growth during
and af%er the war.

| Ano ther ﬁnﬁargraduate student, Jeanne Drew, nresented
her study, "Is There o Scoin) Class Strueture in Yalley
Giﬁy’a Hegro Gbmmunity?“ t¢ o socioclupy seminer in 1948, 37
Miss Dréw's paper was based on 1nterﬁi@wa with farfy»hhraa

meg:a people plus the limited use of a nuestionnaire. Her

9% prances Golville, A General Survey of the Negro in
the Gommunliy of Valley Gitg, 1946, p. 10,

9 1hid., p. 4.

a7
. Joanne Drew, is There a social Clags Siructure in
Valley City's Hegro Communiiy? 1948 p. 1.
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study indigaﬁaﬁ tﬁ@=ymsslbla use of organizational member~
ship and 1nteragﬁion ng a method Qf deﬁermining ala$ﬁ Lines.
She concluded ﬁﬁat there was a aﬂciallmrgaﬁixation wresent,
althdugh the pattérn-had not erystallized, and that status
‘was based on such items as church menbership, type mf_amplﬁyf
mant , length of time in Valley City, education, st hdusingw

| The studies of these various aaliég& students were
halpful. in obiaining background materinl for the pwasént
research although esch was limited in soope. ﬁal?illé'g
study envareé a broad gan@ral agrea of Information, but it
was not %ﬁa_intent of th@‘papar o snalyze the eommunity
strueture as té elass lines. ﬁelg&é&n and Gemnellis study
was limited to the area of the churches and was more subjeeb-
ive than objective in informaiion. Drew's study wes limited
in its spprossh to the question, and the small number of
people interviewed made the findingsﬂleés valid than desired.
I% 414 contribute Vo the present study the pasmible use of
paraanal int$rvi&wg for iﬁfaxméﬁian, the use of membership
in essvelations as & srilerion for delinsating clase strueture,
and the syimulation to delve inteo the methodciogy of the major
studies for more accurate mesns of measuring the slaas atrue-
ﬁuza of the Hegro cowmmunity. Careful research into possible
methods Found o be susscessful by professiomal workers in the
field vede it appeay éhat‘a complete and valid study sould be

made for this community.



OHAPTER IIX
THE THCHNICUES USED

This chapter is devoted to an more ecomplete presentation
of methodology and an indication of the use of the information
obtained. _

After reviewing asll of the available 1itaratﬁre PG P
talning to the Velley City Negro and studying the methodology
snd results aﬁtain&& from the studies Deep South, The Social

Life of a Modern ggmmunitg, Sogisl Class in Ameriga, Hleck

Metropolis, end Caste and Class in g_ﬁouthsrn.?aan the writer

deoided to approach this study with three primery techniques:
a questionneire, personsl interviews, and & study of assoola~

‘tiﬂnﬁ-p_

The questionneire. The writer was, prior t¢ ihis study,

a member of the Valley City brench of The Hational Assoeiation
for the Advancement of Colored Pecple (to be called the N.A.A.C.P.
for the rest of tﬁia study). This served as an excellent

point of departure for inveatlgation, b@@auﬂe,-aecsrﬁiﬁg to

Drake and Cayton, thise organization is primerily concsrned

with race edvencement and includes membership from all

elasaes;ﬁg It oan be of asslastance 1n:determining leaders and

%8 prake and Csyton, ap. elt., p. 7L,
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followers, Heginning the study with this orgenizaetion provea =~ ~
%o be a wise approach as the Hegro leaders were desirous of
obtaining for their own needs much of the information that was
needed for this survey. %o better aid their psople, job
gpportunivies, aﬁﬁea%ianal status, oligibility b0 vote in
Valley City, assoeiationsl membership, and information consern~
ing the jmmunizetion er'ehil&ren, were among the items that the
Heheo8.0.P. wanted ﬁﬁ know. Té this end, they ﬂppeinted the
writer to the pmaitian of Chalrman of thelir ﬁammittaevan hdnoca=
tion, Goapératicn of the membership of the loeal group was
obtalned, andtthrough them, of many other assoeciations, in
answering questxmnnairﬁﬁ, {See Appendix for tke guestionnaire. )

The data obtalned from the schedules were used to —
formulate the various sociogrems and eharts indicating relatlon-
ships between organizational membership aend other factors |
pertinent to olaszs aﬁatus; inter-action of members in various
assoclations; nela%i@nahig of suech faotors as length of resi-
dence, home ownershilp, oceupation end edusation to the olass
status of the ganénﬁi grmup'baing served by the orzanization.
Consideration wéﬁ glven to the relationship patiern of those
who were members of organized groups. |
| Considersbtion nmust be given to the gensral sampling
obtained through the guestionnsires, These were digtxibuﬁeﬁ
to every organizatian; but not all returned them.*jgéma

associations completed the schedules in a group meeting, and
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hente are represented in a2 numerieally larger vercentage.
A total of 172 ussble questionnaires were secured. A% the
same time informetion was.ahtaiuad about each of the $wenty-

#ight assoclstions.,

?arsenﬁl interviews, To véliﬁate some of the mateéial,
and to gainrinformﬁﬁién fram groups or inﬁiviﬁaélﬁ not reapre-
gented by th@ Qu@stimnnaires; the writer'intérviewad fifth
féur pa£suﬁﬁ B infarmsnté; It was felt in this way all
classes would be reprecented in the toial atu&y.' anmrménts
rangé& from “"gkid-row” habiiues selected at random, %o pré«
fessional people recagniaéd.aé rate leaders by others in.ﬁhe
community. ) | o

The interviews, discussions, friendly ehata; ebserved
behavior, chance remarks, attitudes toward others or toward
assoeiations, were noted in relationship %o the group %o
which they pertain, lThﬁﬁ& oral expressions were of great
value in placing assoelations on the inferiaritywﬂupgpiarity 
seale of soelal statusg,.

These intervisws 4o not im&iaéta 8 solentific aémpling
of the Yegro people, They were on a chance basis for the
most part, with the exeseption of those persons interviewed
for information thet had not been secured by the ouestlonnaires.
These interviews served as a valuable souree of information

from many persons who would not £ill in the schedules. The
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technicue was used in the ssme way anthropologists agquire
information from their informents and is recognized as a volid

technique for asquiring data,

The study of assoelations. The assoclations were

studied from vaerious approsches: visits to their meetings,

ecompilation of information obtsined through the quastiannairaé,

interviews with informants, and study of the interaction with
members in other asaaaianians.

The next stey was evaluation of sach assocelation to
ascartain its plece in the sovial strate snd %o identify the
general characteristics of its membership. To secomplish this,
warner's 1,.8.C. soale was adapied to the loeal situation of
the Valley City Negro community. The following welghts and
faotors were useds:

: - “ 20

Fastor Aaight
Residenoe in vallay ity priar to 1942
Home ownership
Golliege education
High schogl education
Blementary school edueation
Praf&asianal and/or ekilled cecupation
Hemi~skilled ocenpstion

Eauaewifa
Laborer

ey Y T

The r&sﬁlts of this survey are presented in Chapter IV.

Theﬂa weights were determined subjectively in a
pimilar manner as in the study of Warner, Meeker and Hells.




 CHAPIER IV | |
FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

The purpose of thie chapter is %o integrate ﬁhe.matafial
abtained,thfough the questionnaires, the personal interviéwa;
and the relaté& studies; then, on the basis of tha-eompilafian,
to analyze (1) the ehurches serving the Valley Gity Hegro, (8)
th@ assaeiatibﬁs, othey than\the-ahureh, [s) fhﬁ,genﬁral charage
teristios of persons who are not affiliated with aséaeiatioas,
and (4} the interactions of members of diffar@ﬂx‘ehureheé and

 other sssocistions,

ﬁlaaélfieation.gg ghurehes serving the Valley Cliy Hegro.

Ten ohurches were studied during the yesr 1950-1851. They wefe
grouped into three broad classes, iﬁ&ieativa of the type of
church 3#??19@ aspociated with essh. TFor ease of identifica~
tion, the churoh types were described as Conservative, Inter-
mediate and Holiness. |

The Conservative ehﬁ?gh&s tradisionally have college
eduaate& ninisters who garefully prepare the sermon, use
adequate notes, and have s scongregation that refrains from
emotional outbursts. The serviee, on the whole, im formal.

The Holiness churches seem to be almost opposite %o
the Conservative ones, They sre of the pentaaosﬁal‘type and

are very am@timnal. The minlisters 4o not have a college
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gducation, and ususlly have other employment during the week
to support themselves. They de not use "prepared sermons® in
the formal comnctation of the phrase, and digress readily from
what they had planned. There is énthusiaatie participation
on the part of the congregation with spontaneous shouts of
*amen," "halleluish,” ”thﬁﬁ*s right, brother," "praise the
Lord,”" and frequent displays of sorrow or hapginasa,in acoord
with the mood bheing araaﬁea_by the minister, :

The Intermediate churehes hsve aharaetaristina of both
the Conservetive and the Moliness churches, The ministers
gﬁﬁarally‘hava some college education, They praach'fram a
prepared manuéaripﬁ,fbut'ara;ahle;ta meet'the nesds of the
nmngrégatiﬂn if some fequira a display of emotion, A chﬁrmh
woréhig hulletin is provided, hut the minister is flexzible in

his use of 1it.

The churches serving the Valley City Hegro. There

were four Conservative churches. Two had all-Negro congre-
gations and were ldentified as Conservative Chureh No. 1 and
Gonsarvative Chureh Ho. 85 the ciher tﬁa in thils category wers
1n§erﬁraeia1 ehureches--pne Proteastant snd the other Roman
Catholie. Thére were %wo churches in the Intermediate eategary,
identiflied as Interﬁeaiate Chureh numbers 1 and 2, Tha four

Holiness Ghuranaa-waré identified by numbere 1 thr#ugh 4.
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The Conservative churches were all founded prior to
1942, 4s indiceted in Colville's stuﬁy,40 the two all-Negro
Gongervative churches were among the three granted original
land charters. This placed them in the Valley City area in the
180G's. 2t was the general feeling of the people, as éxpr&séed'
by verious KHegro imfarmanta, that the members of the Conserva~
tive churcheas think of themselves as "upper classe.” Hrﬁ.rw.,
8 Negro of uppermmiddla elaas status 1ﬁ & diaauSsﬁaﬁ about hér
church made reference to the Comservative shureh in ralatioﬁlz
to her own Intermediate churoh, when she said: |
We Yry in our ehureh o make everyone feel weloome.
Why Rev, - even baptized a white nen a year or so
ago and he came to church every Sunday until he moved from .
town; but those people over there are the _ Conperva-
tive church number 1; Just bessuse they were here first,
they aet as 1f we have no business here at alll
Another informant of lower~class siatus, #uggaaﬁeﬁ thet the
two Negra7ﬂéna@rvativa echurches were nosgt unfriendlyﬁ a8 was
the rest of the eammnnity?su far as she was goncerned. She
stated indignently:
I hava‘navar 1ived in such an unfriendly town., I heve
been here two years now and the old-timers are as bad
8s the vwhites for being just plain mean., I even tried a
‘souple of different churches, bat they are all the same.
Unless you have lived here sll your life, you are out.

As soon s T get pome poney maved, I an golng back homs
to Texas,

0 Supra, pege l4.



23
Thus, while i% would seem desirable to be socepted by the old
Conservalive churches, 14 #ns 8 diffieuld task for many-uf the
newoomers. Mre. D. {mid&la~alﬁaa) felt that some of the most
capable leadership in the ﬂegro group had deserted their own
people by joining a Conservative lnter-racial Protestant church.
' Her feeling wes expressed by the following statements
We will never get anywhere that way when aﬁr exy o ahﬁrahﬁﬁ
need all the leadership we can get. Why, those people act
ag if they weren'i even oolored, but 1%'s as plain as the
nose on thelir fesel | .
~ Another infﬂgmamt of niddle-class status, diaaussing her
‘reason for affimiafing.with the Conservative iunter-racial
Catholie church, iﬁdimatad a desire to be aloof from other
Eagra.@éaplé ﬁﬁé.iﬁ@li&& her acceptense by white people, She
emphaéiz&a hey deﬁira to be set apart from other Hegroes by
saying: '. |
T begsame Cutholic because the worship service is so
- dignified and impersonsl in coutrast to the emotional
preaehlng heard so freguently im the Negro churches. I
dontt went to be assopieted with those kind of people.
Table I on page 24 lists the ehurches in rank order,
according to tﬁ@_tetal_x.auﬁa scores of members, &i#idﬁﬁ by
the number of 1nfarmanﬁs in-eéah 1nﬁividua1.ehurch¢'
The Gansezvative.inﬁer«raeial Prct&atanﬁ_aﬁﬁrnh'ha&
s total score of 9,25, plaeing it at the top of the I.5.C.

sesle. This placement was comparable with the general status



CHUBUERSG LLOTED fH RaBE oho
Taiadly  BOOnE PLadmnhr,  ais

24

ADCUHDIRG B0 THRIR
FUED PROM OCPANLE $XY

CoumeR

HEORY

foosepeative, intep-pnelinld, Yrofestont

Jenservative Shureh o, B
Sonservasive Ghurel Ho. 3

Conserentive, intep-raginl, Homas Cathelie

Pnternediste Ohuroh Ho, 8
internediate Uhurek Bo. 3

Hoilnees Dhural So.
Holinsas Shuroh Ho.
Helinene Shureh Ho.
Holinane Churel No.

PP O

YU

5.05

8,650
Ba00
pape

570
 BelB
oo 30
Bel¥

e St A



2b

given 4% by the informents. Seversl negbers ¢ this shupoh
whe did ﬁﬁ%_fii& in the sehedulss vould seme very high in the
E,%;ﬁe'ﬁlﬁﬁﬁ&f&aaﬁian s adapted 40 the Yollay Olty Hegro.
Thelr pocidense price to 1942 {4 poinde), ccllege eduveniion
{4 poinie}, home ownership (8 points), profassional or semlie- .
shilled ﬁ@éupﬁﬁz@m {4 or B ?ﬁiﬁﬁ%} gnve tuisl possible soores
betepsn 1L ond iﬁg Thig would be a hipgh reting, the highest
phagible seord being Lh. - |

The next two in renk order would Be she Couservative
ﬁhﬁrﬂn,ﬁﬁmhar-& @iﬁﬁ o 1.0« avaragﬂ paore of 6,85, snd the
ﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁvﬂﬁzvﬁ ﬁhﬂr@h~ﬁmmﬁ@r 1 with an I.8.0. aversge score of
6470 . | | |

The Conpervabive loter-goolel Homen Oatholio ohureh,

foursh in ronk order, had 8 sogre of 5.00., 7% mighd be nen-

tioust here the% 4ip relstion o this chureh, the four respondents

whe filled in the guestionnaires wore apparently She ouly
Hegress in the chursh 8t thet vwime. They ﬁ@ﬁ‘m dafinite faele
ing thet they wgr@ %ﬁ@%?*ﬁlﬁ&ﬁ, Bt 414 not hove =11 of ihe
upper-glass gharsoteristion, Relarsnes Lo Tabls IV, vage
indleabee thet they hed pot Iived in Tellaey iy nrior w0
1949, end wers not bone owners.  Toeo 414 hove g esllege edunge
tiony the other two hed sttended hiph sehool. As for cooups-
tion, o wes professionel, one ssni-sidilled, and two were

Leboresrs.
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Aocording to Colville’s study previously referred to,
Intermediate Church Wo. 1 was granted one of the original
land grants. This glaasd'it in the old ehurch category, yed
the membership had not the ssme stetus es the Conservative
shurches., Table I, page &4, indiested that this church had an
1.5.C. average score of 4.97. Intermediate Chureh No. 2,
1.8.0. sverage score of 5.00, came into exisitence mbout the
time of the elope of World Wear IY. Table I (i.a;ﬂ»_gfaup
seores) and Table IT (I.8.0. individual seoores) place thase
two churches in the lower-middle claﬁsifiqatiaﬂ; _ |

The Holiness churches raflaaﬁﬁd iaw gtatus eharacter-
isties in all areas. The rank order as shown on Table I, page
24, gave Holiness churches 1.8.0. group sesres ranging fﬁ@m
370 ﬁé.a low of 2,17, This plaaeﬁant.at tha’lawﬁr_rﬁnga of
the I1.8.0. rating is supported by informants. iﬁ_&isenaﬁiﬁg
a Holiness éhureh with one of the informants (ﬁ@pﬁf Qlass
status), the following history wes revesled. fhé miﬁis%er
purchased s eity Blook, built the chureh, and then surrounded
it ﬁith "ahicken shacks® that he rented to his eangrega%ian.'
¥hen they "got wise” to him, they aquit coming. He nsked a
mortigian to aanﬁuct & mock Tuneéral for “ﬁeaﬂ“.m@mbars. The
informant suggested that members of this chureh had very
1ittle eduestlion and were in a low economioe brackaet, lanmther
informent, widdle-sless status, in disoussing this seme church,

stated that only a lower-class person would attmnﬁ_t@@rs.
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The foregoing informetion wag baged on Table'z; page
@4, whieh snalyzed the group £.35.0. seores. Teble LI, page
2B, is an snalysis of the individual 1.8.0. scores. A study
of Teble II shows that there are logical lines of division
based on the sverage I.S.C. seores between the Conservative
inter~racial church, Protestent, snd the Gaﬁs&rva@ivé'ﬂh&tahes'
Mumbere 1 and 2, with another ﬁi?iaiﬁn ssgaratiﬁg $hen from
the Conservative inter-racisl chureh, Roman Catholis, and the
Intermediate Churches Numbers 1 and 2, with a finsl division
separating the ﬁsiinasa=uhurahas‘frﬂm the dthara.-

For sase of understending without presenting numeriecal
indlications of class placement, these genersl divisions will
be referred %o as upper-division, upperﬂﬁiaﬁla, 1awerwmiﬁﬂla

and lower-divigion, in reference to the rank order,

- @ther usspsiations perving the Hegroes of Valley City.

Vasonie Lodge ﬁm§ 2 wes highest on both the renk order lists
fér the individusl I.8.C. ratings in Tablé IT, page 28, and
the group T.8.0, goores as'inﬁiaateﬁ.in Tuble I; page 24,
The respective scores were a~x1~1; and 10.00., There were
ﬁeveral persons kKnown by ﬁhﬂ'writer to be members of this
assoclation who would not answey ﬁhe %uea%i@aﬁaira. _Thasq
nen were professional persons with college eduostions who
owned thelr homes and vere r@eegniéaﬂ roce leaders. One of

them had lived in Valley Gity prior te 1942, This gave them
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CHURCHES AND AGSOCIATIONS LISTED IN RANE ORDER AS INDICATED
BY THE LOW-MEDIAN-HIGH SCORES OF THEIR MEMBIRS BASED ON THE
APPLICATION OF A WHIGHTED SCORE T0 THE I.83.0. PACTORS

Aa%@ﬂi&?fﬂﬁ 1.0% BOORES HIGH
_ _ _ . ' MEDTAN :
Division 1 ' :
‘Mesonic Lodge No, 2 8 11 11
Valley City Couneil ﬂivie nity o 1L 11
Conservative, inter-rasial, FProt, 4 11 11
Division 2
Community Guild & 7 2
Hniried Women's Clud 5 7 11
Zxeelsior Club . 3 7 13
Hastern Star Mo, 2 (only 2 reap.) 4 G o
Conservetive Chureh Ho. 2 8 8 13
G@naarvative ‘Chureh No, 1 3 & 1
- Bivision 3 :
Intermediate Gnnrah Hos 3 2 ;9 11
Eﬁﬁi.ai}hég ?ﬁ _ 2 6 ll
Enlghts & Daughters of Taber 4 6 9
#astern Star No. 1 b gt 11
Intermediate Chureh MNo. 2 2 4 11
Dsughters of Carnation Temnle 2 4 10
Indéependent Olub 4 & 9
Fair Bmployment Practice Assoe, k- ] 7
Bmart Set Club ‘ B 4 ki
Magonle Liodge Nuo. 1 2 3 13
Conservative, inter-raciasl, R. Gath, S J=6 - 8
Division 4
Holiness Chureh No. 2 2 5 7
Holiness Church Fo., 3 8 3 &
Blks 2 2 5
Cptimistie Club & 3 4
Holiness Church Ho. 1 2 3 4
Holiness Church Ho. 4 2 BB G

| ﬁﬁ@ﬁ# Rafer %o pagé 19 for w&ighﬁ'aaaignaenta,
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individual I,8.C, scores ranging from 11 to 15. Three nmen
listed membership in this organization on the questiornaires.
One of them (upper-class gtatusg) seid in a later conversation
that he wouldn't “be eaught dead™ belonging to the other lodge
(Basonis Lodge No. 1}, aﬁﬁ that even in his home town in the
Zast, his lodge ha& béen known %o be sgoelally supesrior %6 the
vther. ?hiﬁ.iﬂfarmant was a nerpber of Jouservative Church
Noe L, & self-employed professional person who owned his own
home , had a college education, was & recogniged raaé lesader
in the NeAoA«CuF., and was a member of the Valley City Council
fer Civie Unity. His individual 1.8.C. score was 11 only
beeause he had not been & resident prior to 1942, Another
informent {upper-elass) in'diseusaimg Masonic Lodgo Fo. 1,
nemed several members who were miaiéﬁazg, one from the Holiness,
and seversl from the Intermediate and Conservative chureches.
in the discussion of Mﬁsﬁnia Todge No, 1, page 31, it will
be nﬁtad that meny of its members are from the Holiness and
Intermedints churches, E%-ﬁmuld a@amqﬁhﬁt there is o separ-
ation h@twaan'th@ two Hasonic lodges on the basia of ﬁrerasu
sional staftus and &duuaﬁian..

The L.83.0. 5éaras as given in Tebles I and 1%, place
.ﬁha lMesonic Ledge No, 2, %hé Valley Qiﬁy Council for Givie
Unity end the Consérvative Protestant inter~racisa Chureh,
in the same general status category--the upper-division

geetion of the réﬂk order socale,
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The next naturel division based on botvh individual

and gréup L.8.0, soores, the uppernmiﬁﬁle'graupaﬁ, the Gémﬁunw
ity Guild, Unified Women's ¢lub, Lxcelsior Club, Zastern Star
No. B, 3., J. Club, and the Conssrvative Shurshes FKumbers 1 and
B The renge indiested was rrom 6,§?-£@ 7+20 on the group
I.5.¢. rating, and on the individual seore it varied from 2
%o & on the low range, medians from 4 to ?, and high seores
from 7 % 15. Whis damanatrated‘in these orgsnizations that
are of a soslal-charitable nature, as are the vafiaua woments
elubs, there is 8 wide range of nmepbership from the lower end
of the xnsgﬁ.'asala te the upper. The membership in the |
éssaaiatﬁcna listed in thig divislon, however, Tell primarily
in the range from 8~11. | | |

A third diviaion, the Lower-middle of zhé renk order
seale, grouped the following aas@ézaﬁiaﬁaz Internediate
Churches Humbsrs 1 and 2; the Conservetive intar»raeial-ﬂamaﬁ'
Catholic Church; the N.a.A.C.P§ Thﬁ Knights and Dauvghters ﬁf.
Tabor; Eastern Stay W 1, Daughters of.carﬁﬁtian Temple;
the Independent Club; the Falr Bmployment Prectics Association;
the Smart set Glub;‘and the Masonie Lodge No. 1. Whe group
1.5.0. soores ranged from 4.00 to 6.50. The median individual
I.5.0. scores ranged frow 3 t0 6. These aaaoaiet;ana-hava e
large range of membership, bub the mejority were in the

lower-middie division. Members of Masonic Lodge No. 1 completed
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8 total of 42 questionnaires, a prugértiﬁﬁﬁtél& 1argar number
then any other aaa{mimmm Analwm of Table IV (Appandix),
indicates thet a large number (34 of the aa; of the respend~
ants were laborers. Six were aamiwakillaﬁ, end two were -
prafeasiﬁnal persons. Cnly three of tha nembers hed resided
in Valley Giby yrior to 1948, Two hed ﬁﬁllﬁg@ educatimns,
ninebeen had high schaﬂl mduaatiems, 'nd tha reat had ﬁlemené
tary aehan& education. The low score af 4.00 on ﬁh@ graup
T.8.C. Beore and tha:m@&ian sgore of B on the individual
i;ﬁ.ﬂ; seores indicates that %he mejority of the nembership
~ wes from the lower @ivision of the raunk order soele, snalysis
of Table IIi, page 32, reveaslsd that many of the members who
were church afriliataé‘bélangaﬁ'ﬁa the Holiness or Inmer# 
madiate”ehurehaﬁ. As indicated on page 28, these scores
v&fify ﬁhﬁ.ﬁhﬁaryfﬂhat there wos & separstion of the LW
Masonie iadgea on the basis of professionel statius and eduea-
tional achievenment, |

The N.A.4.G.Pe, also in this leﬁer~middl¢ division,
hed in itvs membership represent&ﬁi#eﬁ Trom all of the sssocia~
tions with the exception of the Conservative int@r—kaeial
Roman Cathelle Chureh. While there are a substantial number
of members frem the Holiness churches, whieh are in the lower
rank order division, it is not the intenty of the members that

persons would be solieited from the lower clags slum ares
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group. Indeed, 1t was the opinion expressed by onue |
ﬁ.ﬁaﬁiﬁ.y,_mgmber, middle~elass status, in en open meeting
of thai group and with no voiced objeotion thats

¥e are not going out o get new members, but rather

o try to bring in those who have been backsliders.

We will not, undsr any eirauaa tanes, go Yo the slums
for ﬁ@ﬁ'members, ‘ g

ﬁhiﬁus, for to%ﬂl_graug membership, the W.4.4.0.F. seems to
solicit from sll levels of the class struoture @iﬁh ﬁhe
exseption of the one represented by the slum area.

_ -Tﬁ@ fourth division, the lower rank‘sta%&s, sccording
to Table I, page 24, end T&Ble 1T, page 28, included the
four Holiness churches, the Klks, and the Optimistic Club.
There were so few respondénts in the Ulks thet it is doubt-
ful 1f an accurate oless nlaeem@nt.ean be indieated; howsver,
the 1nﬁividual membars reqpanﬂing ware in $his lowsr-rank
prder division. Gna mamber of the ﬁntimiﬁ%ie ulmb gave the
impression thet this soclal sharitabdls nlub was of a higher
elass stetus when she augwasted that thay vmt& on proge
peoiive members, saying: “?artain paapla 3uat Wﬁulﬁﬂ't be
aceaptable.” Analysis of thﬁ Gnﬁimisﬁia Olub ﬁaﬁstimnnaires
revealed that their status was low on the 1.8.0, scale,
Seveéal members ware laborers, none hﬂﬁ residense nrior to
1942, none owned his own home, snd noné were in the pro-

fessional or skilled group catesgories,
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Ko one glub saéméd to draw ite mﬁmheréhip excxuéively
from members of eny Holiness ohursh or from those listed as
non-ghuroh @&aplﬁi Members of these two gﬁaupﬁ interacted
wi th maﬁharﬁ of the Blke, Mgsaﬁiﬁ Léﬂg& ﬁé; ¥, Eéstern.ﬁﬁar
Ne, 1, and Deughters of Carnation Temple.
f{)ﬁﬁenarag gheracteristics of individuale not affiliebed

£ _ _
with an gsgociation. This totel gtudy wes meiuly a survey of

asmaaiﬁ%ﬁan& whosea mémberﬁ were interseting end $hus delinent~
ing class strueture, The sotal Tindings would bé leas Véliﬁ
i? consideretion had not been givan o persons not affilisted
with orgenizations in grder to have sone basis for comperison.
| Mr. and Mrs., L. had 11?@& in VYalley Oity fiva and : AT
thees years raspectively, rented their living quariters in a E
public housing dlstriet within the eity limits and had elemen-
tary'sshaalihg, Mrs. L. was a housewlfs an&'Mr, L worked 8t
gommmon labor empléymﬁntﬂ Thay seened o be apcepted by their
veighbora, but had not become menbers i@ any aw&aaigticn;
Apide from the lack of identification with an ovrganization,
$hey had characheristics found within the nembership renge
of the ﬂslinaﬁw ghurch groupa~-~low incoms, 1&@'eduﬁatiang low
home pwnership, fairly uew %o Valley Glty. This pave an
approxinmate T.85.0. rating of 8 for Mr. L. and 3 for Hre. L.,
which compared to the lower-rank order division of the

assocliations as indicated in Table I.



a5
Random interviewing of five skiderow hubittes gave a
geEneral @ﬁ%ﬁﬁrﬁ_@f regpunse~-they wers unnsrried or separated,
sither unemploved or ﬂaimg odd Jobe, &nﬁ,Wﬁrg sransient op
reeent grpivals in Velley éitg,‘ 411 lived in rooning housen,
They olained an ¢lemantary school edocntlonh, but refussd %o
i1l in the cuestiomnmirs. e intersst was evinced in join-
ing any sssoeiation. Seversl others refused %o cooperste in
any form of iﬁﬁ%ﬁviaw,' They ware low in all faoiors amaﬁi&n
grad important foy sohileving uppar or uilddle«class status.
Phelr T.0.0, retings were aither ) or 8, which placed them
at the very boutom éf the Ea&ﬁa; éﬂ@lﬁt |

“he writer abtended an informel nmeeting of recognized

rene leaders awong the Hepro people, as whish time they dige R

susasd verions lndividunls whe conld be helpful as rage
1ﬁﬁﬂﬁ?ﬂu several wera mentioned e potential lenders, but
ware rajocted by the group baégn%a o the expransad fgaling
what, “They are %no ﬁighﬂslaﬁﬁ ond wouldn®t be willing to
help us.” '

Hr. spd Hrs. 4. owned thelr homa, Lived fin Valley
City meveral years, bud were not residents prior to 19428,
Both were high sohool sraduetes. Mps. 4. owned snd operated
her own besuty parlor. MHe. 4. hed 2 ah@ﬁﬂ?.jﬁb woricing for
the Yedersel gavarnm@nﬁ'aﬁ n senieskilied worker. This souple
wore siill srimzmly with & few ﬁf the aﬁh&r Hegroes, but did

not go H olurel. AT one time th@y wore in the H.4,4.0.7.
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‘but dropped %heir'mﬁmbershig, The I.5.0. scores Tor Hr. A
were 7 and 9 for Mrs, ﬁm Thig scors Wﬂﬂl&-pl&ﬂ@ then in the
upper-middle rank order diviaiana

A% an informal meeting, the name of a Mr. X, wag
mentionsd, Mr. X« wag on the Valley ﬁity'p@liéﬁ foree and
was iR & position to help the members of his race yeb he
apparently refused teo 4o so. "He and his Wifé defiﬁitﬁly-
will net assoslate with the Négra @EEmént," one informant ssid,
& men of middlesclass status. lir. aﬁﬁ Mrs. X, were home
owners, Llived in Valley ity prier to 1942, had professional
and semi-skilled oscupations, wers college educated, and yet
did not choaose t@:baleng'ﬁa the'ﬂegrb asgosliations, "Their
T.8.C. seores of 1% and 10 placed them ln the upper-division
of the rank order seale. Thls wes further verified by the
tnference of the group thad ﬁra‘and'Mrﬁg X. were in the upper-

class,

Intersction of members of differsnt agsociations.

Pigure 1, page 37, is based on Table I, pege 52. . This Table
e a cumyiled'fram the work sheeits aaﬁ Was'a aummary of ﬁhe
additvionel asgociavions o whieh shﬁrah m&mharﬁ-beléng&ﬁ;-
There were 26 respondents o the questlionneires wae were not
mombers of apy chureh. The other sssegistions to which sone
of them belonged are ineluded under the oaﬁag&ry-ef g
chureh." The non-menbership group does not represent homow-

genecus olass grouping.
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FIGURE 1

SOCIOORAM SHOWING INTERACTION OF ASSOCIATION
MEMBERS IN VALLEY OITY NEGRO COMMUNITY .
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Figure 1, page 5%, shows that there wos some degree
of interaction possible betwsen most of the assoveliastions. I
ig poteworthy thet the members of the Conservative intere
rapisl Catholle Chureh did not intersot with any other group.
The ﬁ&nﬁervative inter~raeial Protestent Ghuﬁah had umembers
in the §. J. Ulub and the Yelley City Council for Civie Unity,
both esseciations being in the higher range of rank order of
T.8.0. BEOrEg.

It wmes possible for members of the Conservaiive Churcheg
Fumbers 1 and'% to interacy in ali'fomr‘diviaiﬁna of rank order,
but the bulk of their members tended to affillate with associ- |
atlons iﬁ_Diviaiwng 2 an& %, with a majority in ﬁiviagan 3,

The members of the Iﬂtarm&aiate @hgrehea;_ﬁumbéfs 1 and
£, were sble 1o affiliate with all other divisions, but con-
fined most of thﬁir aotivity %o the aﬁsaciatiﬁnﬁ 1n_miviSians
g and &, with the magérity 1n vision 3. They ha& mmré MET -
bers in group 4'than any mf.thﬁ Gonservative churches.
| The Holiness Churches MNuwbers 1, 2, 5, and 4, had
members in bivisions B, 5; end 4., None of thelr membership
wan represented in Hiﬁiainn.i» The majority of th@ir’affilia
etion was in Divigion 3, albthough they contributed more
pembers to Division 4 than any othey chureh,

. Persons who were members of assosiaticns chgr;than'

churches were affilistes of a1l &ivi&i@ﬁs; Thers was &
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preponderance of membership in the Division 3 due to the
laerge number of respondents from the Mesonic Lodge o, 1.

4

';fé The N.A.A.C.P, bad members from all of the churches |
with the exception of the Conservative inter-racial Romsn
Catholic Chureh. They also hed members who were not church
affili&%éﬁ.' The mnajority from any one graug was rﬁmﬁ the

Intermediate shurehes,



CHAPIER ¥
SUMRMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

A sunmary of the findings of this study is imporiant
to facilitete the resderts understanding of the social ¢lags
strugture of the Valley City Hegro commanity. 7This chapter
?ras@nts such & summary, and, on the basis of the faséareh
indisetes the sociel class strueture for ﬁhé Negro community

in Valiey CGity.

Summary. It was apparent from anslysis of the studies
of recognized sociologists and social anthropologists that
all communities have mome form of soelal elass strueture, and
thet cettaim factors were imporsant in the delineation of this
strueture. The Index of 3tatus Cheracteristios scale suggested
by Warner, Meeker, and Eells was aﬂa?t&ﬁ to the locsl situation.
| In addition, cerisin Bvaluated Participation factors were in-
;téiudeﬁ. The revised I1.5.0. soale used in this study, and
; és$1gna§ aartain‘ﬁaights,~1noludeﬁ the following factorss
residence in Valley City prior to 1942, home ownership, educa-
tion, and ovecupation, The Z, P. fadtara ineluded were the
shurch and other aamaéiatmanal membership, with a presestation
of the interaction of these members. |

There were no adequaie studles pertnining to the Valley

city Negro, slthough three unreleted papers pointed to the
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pasaib;lity of a comprehensive study.

{;;{iThree techniques for obtaining the required informastion
were gselected: ‘the questionnaire, personsl interviews, and
the study of assvsiations. _

a;fAnalysia of the information obtained from the aqusetion=~
nairégjutilizing the welghted I.9.0. fmetors wade 1% pomslible
to list 2ll asssvolations in renk order according o the low,
me&ian,'anﬁ high medified I.3.0. seores of the individual
members. There were four loglesl divisions in this rank order
listing., Table II, page 28, lista these assceistions., The
churches were alsc snalyzed by applying the revised 1.5.0,
soale to the mamher# of sac¢h church, dividing it by the number
of members, and listing the churches in rank order according
to the scores. Thay'w@ra found to be in the same logieal
divisions as Pound in Table II., Resulis of this analysis are
found in Teble I, page £4. |

- ﬂarioﬁﬁ informants volunteered information thet in-
dioated the opinion of the people in plaseing assodlations esnd
individuasls in various vlass categoriss. These opinions were
considered in eveluating the assoclations.

! A soeiogram constructed from information summarized in
Tééie 11T, prge 32, showed the intersction of members of the
asgoeistions, I% was noted that 1t was possible for members
of an association to inﬁeraat with members from any other

association., Only one assoclation--~the Couservetive inter-
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¢~racial Roman Gatholie Chureh was a complete isvlste., The memw
bors of the Comservatlve inter-racial Protestant Chureh, tended
to affiliate with associations in Divisions 1 nnd 2, The bulk
of the mﬂmbgrﬁ of the Conservative Churches ) and 2 intéraats&
with memharﬁ.ér assoeiations in Divisions 2 and 3, although
there was some movement between members of Divisions 1 end 4,
The majority of the interaction between members of the two
Intermediaté churches end other assoclations was in Division
- 3. Poliness chireh members did not 1ndicate'that any of theiyr
group wag interacting with wmembers in Division 1, albthough
they were rapr@sénhad in the other three div;aians. Tha ma jors
ity of their affiliations were 1n.Divisiéas 3 snd 4, Persons
who were msubers of associations other then churches were
affiliatea of all divisions.
The persons representing the disorgenized slum ares

did not affiliste with any association,

Conelusions. Figure 2, page 4%, represents s pyramld

of sooisl elass structure in the Hegro community of Valley
Gity. Ths agsociations were plaged in this pyramidel figure
according to the division aoquired from the I.5.0. scores
and were listed in rsnk order. The associstions in Division
1 were placed near the pesk, Division 2 slightly lower, and
s0 on until the broad base of the pyramid, represemting the
lowest elaas placenent, was representative of the mamhéra of

the disorganized slunm area.
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o e em W um e

Division 11X

L L N A R )

Divigion o
Iy |

T " A e

\\ Lowey lower ¢lass

The wide spaces 1ﬂdiaatas absense of “"scoial participa~
tion between individuals in the adjacemt sephments. Broken
lines indiecate some "social contact" between the groups.

FIGURE 2

SCHEMATIC REPRESENTATION OF THE CLASS SYSTEM
AS IT OPERATED IN VALLEY CITY, 1950
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| }ﬂt is n&taﬁarthy that interaction of members could
take place readily between each éiviﬁion, There was over-
lapping in each division with the exception of the disorgen-
ized alﬁm arean., The fringe arse for sach division saaﬁad‘ta
be fuzzy. $trainers for a higher aaniél pesition could
acquire that atatus %hrgugh juiniﬁg asapciations in a higher
elasg éiﬁiéian; | | . |

) £ The N,A;&.G.?. had a elaariyréefinaﬂ line af member=
ship fﬁ@m the pyramidal paak to the fringe of the lower~lower
clegs d1v1310ﬁ. Reoognized réea leaders, and those individe
uals recognlzed hy'vir%ua of their position and influence as
beling upper-class were plaeed in the upper &ivisian.@f fha
pyramid,

\,Thué it has heen demonstrated that there are five main
atrataAéf alaéa strusture far the Valley 01ty Negro oommunity:
the upper-class, the upper-middle class, the lower-middle
cléss, the uppefmlawer class, and the 1awar-lmwar ¢lass, There
are avenues of movement within thase_atraﬁa, sither up or down,
but they are reaognizaﬁle. As one Qf.thﬁ race leaders,
regognized as upper-class, expressed 1%, "This is strietly on
the §.T., but few of us admit thet we have any kind of a class
system. ¥We need to present a united front fto get anywhere,

L

but you know ¥are, that white or black we're all human,
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