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GHAPTER 1
IHTROLUCTION
Ie THE NEED FOR THIS INVESTIGHIION

It hes long besn recognized in both the figlds of
psychology and sducstion that a tool s needed by which
malad justment in chlldren may be galeckly and sasily dis-
overed, In sehool, for exumple, Trequently it 1s only after
a pﬂriOd of' time that the pattern of behavicr on the part of
a ¢hild may be dlegnosed ag abnormel, Particular types of
incidences occur whielh, wngn thay occur frequently, reflect
8 need that is not beling fulfilled, Ordinarily, this
oﬁs&rv&ﬁional dilagnosls ox ﬁﬁgaﬁam@nt ls Ingidentul, That
is, the msladjustment becomes recognized only because it
intrudes into the everyday routine and beeomss disraptive.
The teacher's recognition of the problem, then, is & funce
tlon af how often wnd to what degree the school situation
is affected by it., I this recognlition could be expedited,
the weeks or months golned would provide sddltional tlme

for adjustive meusures to become effsctive,
I1. TdE PROBLEM

1t was the purpose of this study to btest a possible

mebhod of assessing adjustmant that could be used gulckly



W

and easlly by teachers. Tne tool, to be effective, would

1) have to be administerable to groups of children; -
(2) huve clear and conelse directions understandable to

chilldren in lower gredes; (3) be easily scorsble; and

(4) have @ definitive scale of scoring.
III. THE HYPOTHESTS AND RATIONALE

To acconmpllish the tbove objectives, the resulis of a
test glven to some children to measure indecislveness were
correlated with scores given them by their teachers on a
behavior rating ﬁQ&l&.'

The hypothesis wa s that there is, in chil@xeh, a1
inverse rutlo betwsen indeclsion an& ad justment., That is,
those children who are inclined to be indecisive in tn@ir
aprroach to thelr physiesl and psychologleal environment
sye bthose whose personsl sdjustment to that environment ig‘ ;””*“”
crmracteristically poor, | |

In ordsr to obtain s measure of indeclsion, a third
category of response to the pleturses of The Mitchell-
Brantly ¢holee of Pletures Personality Inventoxy (COPpPIl) |
was added. The COPFI ig v serlies of 124 pletures in which
various parent-child, child-cnild, snd child-envirorment
lnteractions are deplected. Ihe subjeet 1s asked to separute
thase pletures wccording to whether he “likes them" or "does

not Like them.® The emotional conbent of a mejorlty of the
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pletures in the invenbory, however, suggests that some
difficulﬁymignt be encountered in the subjects ability to -
saparate categorically the pletures liked and dislliked, If
there were & third category of regsponse--an "undaciﬁéﬁ" ox
an %1 don't know" category«-perhaps the subject would ase 1t
to protect himself when he feit threastenaed by ths substance
of the pletures, |

A similay device is used in the Minnesots Multi-
pheslce Fersonality In%&ntery (MMPI) with regurd to the
Question (7?) score. ianael N. Brown, in an article ubout
the "Cannot Say" ltems of the MMPI, stuted that *Patlents
unable at timasvto be declgive in clear-cut issues sre llke-
ly to £ill up the (?) category wiﬁn thelr pathologlcul
lrresolutness. "t

on tne,basis of Brawn'a gvalustlon and other refer-
ances to lindeclision in the literature, it was felt that
perhaps & measure of adjustment might be deduced from the
number of times a subject was unsble to muke & c¢lsar cholece
betusen like or dislize In regard to the COFFI plctures, |

This study attempted to velidate this hypothesls by

correlating the number of these indecislons on the part of

1anuel No Brown, "Evaluating and Seoring the
Minnesotu Multlphasic 'Cannot Say' Items," Journul of
Glinicul Psyenology, 6:188, april, 1950,
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a sample of school chlldren with the corresponding adjust~

ment ratings given them by thely teschers,
IV, THE PROCEDURES AND TECHNIGUES USED

The pletures of the COPPL were presented by the
inv&stigaﬁor to the pupils of five elemsnbtury school classes
in pantecw, Galifornia, Three third-grode ¢lasses ovnd bLwo
fourth-grade clugses were uged, since the pldtures of Lhe
COPrT conteln figures with which enildren of these uge
groups cbulﬂ identify more resdily. No attempt vas made
to particularlze the sample with regsrd to age (except as
mentionsd above), intelligence, ruce, or school achievement.
Although the communlty In which thls study was made may be
clagsifled as rursl, the nature of the hypothesls snd the
methodology of walidation would seem to be unaffected by
this factor, |

The total number of childyen tested wasg 153, the
sanple being msde up of s@ventynniﬂa boys and sevanty-four )
glrls. ALl of the tesbing was dam@ over a two-wesk périodf{
in Aprid of 1985, Although several of the children had not
anrolled with tnelr cluss at the beginming of the school
yeisr, they had been 1In thelr clusses long enough 80 that
ﬁnaix t@acnais falt capable of yating them on a scale of

d Justment,
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The LOPL was admimistaiaa ng & group test in a
clossroom situstion. While each class took bhs test, the
teacher wes asked to leave the yoom, Ib was felt that |
this procedurs might elimlnats the possibillty of a'cnild
coensoring his zresponses In the presence of his teachsr.
Dligtractions and extreneous stluuli were kept ot & minimuam
while the test was belng presented. In addition fto the
two cabegories ol zesponse (like anmd dislike) posslble In
the COFPI, the thlrd category (undeclded) was presented as
part of the test,

when the testling of the children was completaed,
euneh ehild vwas rated as to his adjustwent on the Hagerty-
Olson~wWickman Behavior Rating Seale by hilg teacher. Slnce
this was deone in late Aprll and May, each tescher hud be-
twgen seven and alsht months ol interaction wlth most of
her childwen upon whicgh to base her evalustion of their
adjustment, A total of nine chlldren who were rated did
not start the school year uwith thelr clusses; bubt sach of
these hed baeﬁ in his present class at least four moaths.

Since both the test anﬁ‘ﬁha rating socuale yie;dad
numaxlcal scoras, the results were correlated by thsa

product-monent method ag described In Gexyetiis jtatistics
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in psychology snd Education.® Correlations wers calculated

at the olass level Iln addition to the over-all correlstion,
go that the variations lunherent in the use of rating scales
(Lee., "helo" effects, personal judgments, ste.) might be
svaluated us to their effect upon the total resulbt. The
prabablﬁtaxxax (PE) of each coryelatlon was caloulsated.

The rasults ol these computatlons are presented and
adscussed in & later chapber on the basis of a sample of
nin@tyAchildr@n, since two of the teachers whose clagses
were lnvolved wexe unable to complete rating seales on

thelr clusses for parsonsl reasons,
Ve SUMMARY OF CHAPIER

In this chapber an attenpt was made to glve an over-
vieu of the problsm witin which this thesls wes concernsd,
Gince the parsonal adjustment of children is such an
lmaportant factor In thaelr readiness to lesrn, the genaral
approach of this paper to the problem of assessing sdjugt-
ment was made in terms of the school situstion,

The hypothesis upon which this thesls wsg based was

that there i & measurable relationshlp between a childis;

Zgenyy B. Garrett, Stutlstics in Psychology and
Educatlon (New York: Lengmuns, Green and Company, L¥50),
DPe RUE-DBEG,



adjustment snd his sbllity to meke decislons. The
procedares used to luvesbigate thls hypothesis were out-
Lingd In this chupter, Amplification of the procedures
uged, detalled descriptions of the tests Involvaed, snd the
outcomeg of the statlstical svalustion of the results will

be developsd in luber chupbers.



Gliai it IX
REVIEW OF THr LITEHATURE

Very 1ittle resserch und documentabion huve bean
attempted by psyechologlets concernling the sabject of
indeclision, #Host of the meterlal to be. presented la this
chapter will be of & tangential nature, rather than dealing
spacifically with the problem defined in the hypothesis
shated sboves Ho clinical meaterisl relating te indecision
has besn analyzed, although Menuel Ne Brown, in his
avaluatlon of the "Camnot Sey® items of the mwpx,l statbes
that "in its own right the Question score is an indlcation
of pergonality factors. « « W7 iﬁ might be added here,
also, In regexd to the mmtari&l svallable, that Indeciglve-
ness &8 & dimension of p&rseﬂality ig notewortuy in its

absence [rom Heng J. Bysenckis pimensicns of Pergonelity .® e —

At no point in this work 1s indecislveness lnvestigated as
a possible coryelate or syndrome ol nsurotlicism,
That material which is avallsble in the literature

Y

regarding indecisiveness iy largely of & theorebleal nature

lMenuel N. Brown, "Svaluating and Scorlng the
linnesote Multiphesle *Cannot Say! ltems," Jouynsld of
Glinjeal Psychology, 6:185, April, 1960,

Bgans J. fGysenck, Dimensions of rersonality (London:
Boufledge =nd Kegan Paul Limited, 1847). e



based upon clinical observations, It will be proesenbed
hars as porbly supportive of the hypothsels of thls thesis,
snd partly as teking exception to 1t.
Fendahel spproaches the subjact with the view thuat
A% ds en lohibition of will. He stubes that:
1ﬁﬂ¢bl%lbn in the sphere of will are operatlve
withiﬂ parsons wno avold independent deeisions of any
kind, Tals disturbance may bs part of an obsesslive
tendency to doubt everything . . o 0¥ the disturbance
wey be due to = dsefect in the fauctioﬂﬁ ofl the supar-
6go; the eapaaity of will is renounced and the making
of declsions is left Lo othexs because of feaxy of
sguression oxr of need for externsl approval. Various
kindv of conflicts with objscts may alse Lfind expresg-
ion in & neurotic indeclsiveness.
Fenlchel'y observations are most pertinent with
regzard to situstions and events uwhnich may have emotlonal
significance for the person lnvolved, however. |

Hcrnay4 axplainsg that maklng a éevisicn involves a

willingnhess to assume the ru&pmnﬁibility Tor that auei¢ion.

Parther, that inh@r@nt in the azct ui decmdin& is the
teking of the risk involved in being wrong, snd a willing-
ness to accepl the conssequences ol o mistuke of'judgm@nt.

To Horney, this would imply sn lnner strength and

”Quﬁc Fenlchel, fhe fsvgucanalytia Theory of Neu
quu (Now York: We @, Norton and GOupsry, LRCe, 3943),
Te 182,

dxnren Hoxney, Qur luner Lonfliuto (New York: W,
{» Horton and Company, Inc., 3G4u
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lndependence. The neurotlc person, however, is driven by
gqually impelling forces in opposite directions; so that
proerastination or leaving the decislon to someone else —
become metheds to avold meking the decision nlmself, The
author saes thls Indecisivensess present ln trifling matters S
a8 well ws in those of emotional impdrt. Another solution
to the amblguous siltustion, according to Horney, though,
is that the person may agsume an arblirary and dogmatic
»rigntnaﬁs in hils decisdons which denles the ambigulty of
the sgituation and holds the emotlonal involvement at a
minlnum,

This latter solution to the cholee situation is
presentad also by BrownS and Rokesch® in their studies on
the autheritarilsn personality., Although this materisl
doas not support the gensral hypothesis of this thesis, it
1s included nar@vbecause it has & bearing on the subjeet,
In describing the authorxiterian personallilty, Bxawn7‘states
that this type of person performs well untll he is told he

will be svalusbed by his performence, at whlch time he

YRoger W. Brown, "A Determlinent of the Relstlonship
Betusen Rlgddlty and authoritarilanism," The Journal of
abnopmel and Soclal Psychology, 46:469-76, Uctober, 1953,

6pilton Rokeacn, “Narrow-liindedness and Personslity,®
dournal of Personulity, 20:2354-0Ll, December, 1901, ' S

"Brown, log. clt.
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compulsively clings 0 ready-made solutions that bring
security. The compulsive character, then, would not S
tolerate a cholce situation in ﬁhﬁ gense ol admltting
consclously that there were two equally acceptable pogsi-
bilities, Frenkel-Bruanswick descrlibes this personslity as
showing
o ¢« » amotionelly dramatized responses « . » GO
peregptuel and cognltive meterial, especially if it is
vague or otherwise threatening. 1h@ cholee 1s bvetwaen
total accaptance and total vejection; Lf the tuo co-
axist, they do so in different layers of th@
pwrsonﬁlxty.
These studles on rigldity sll seem to suggest an underlying
ambiV¢l$nae ln the compulsive cheracter-structure, but
point out the lack of middle distaunce in the cognltive }*‘*4*
fiald'wnian limits responses to rigld sceeplonce or rigld
rejectlon,
Bergler, whose approach is psychoanulytlcally
oriented, traces lndeclsion back to unresclved infantile
ceonflicts whlch result in indecisivensss as & nsurotic
defense mechunlsm.? The inabllity to deeclde, then, vould

be the oubcoms of uncongeclous desires and wneonsclous

BElse Frenkel-Brunswlek, “Personelibty Theory and
Pexcaption,® Ferceptlon - 4n Avproach Lo fersonality,
Edited by Hubart Pluks and Glenn V., Remsey. (New yorks
The Ronald Press Company, 195L), p. 385

Ygdmund Bergler, "Four Types of Neurotle Indeclslve-
ness," psychoanalytic Quarterly, 9:481-92, Qctober, 1940,




punlshuents, |

Ia & recent work by Eysenck,la he reports of an
experiment conducbed on male soldiers to test speed of
declslon, It conslisted of placing two playing cards fece
down on a table snd asking the subjeet to say which of the
two will be higher. The time taken to umake ten such
declslions was correlated with the cabegory In which ths
subject had been previcusly placed in regard to Noxmuel,
Anxlety Stobtes, Hysterdes, end pPsychopaths, Thae rssults
were not signifiaant. It might be added, nowever, that the
megan scores for the meladjusted groups shoved slightly less
time involved in making decisions then for the normal group.

Although saveral dlfferent viewpoints seem to be
reprasented ln this chapter, it may be tnat there is no
basic disagreement betwean them. Those suthors above who
support the concept of indecisiveness as a symplom of
aalad Justment see 1t in r@l&ti&h to the neurotie person-
ality. Those who have theorlzed that an intolerance of
amblguity 1s sympﬁmm&fia of poor adjustment describe it In
terms of the compulsive, rigld personality. More deflinl-
tive una precise research may reveal more fully the nature
of indecislon, and lts relationshipy to the varlous types

of maladjustment.

10pans J. Bysenck, The sclentific Study of Persona
elity (New York: The Macmillen Company, 18HZ), p. lad,




CHAFTER TIL
GATHERING THE Dala

Ie THSTING PROCEDURES

Ihis section of the thesls will desciibe the
procedures with wodebh the Mitchell-Brantly Cholce of
Pletures Personsllty Inventory (COPPI) was administered to
the five classes comprising the semple, Since 2 third
category of response was_iucorporatedlinta the tast, the
prgsentation of the plotures wag varisd from that outlined
in the materisls of the COPPIL.
After introdueing the tester to the class, the —
teacher left the room, The adminlstration of the test was |
then begun. The suba@gménb paragraphs describe the dlvecs
tions given to the ehildren and the gengral procedurss
followed,
thow many of you like to look at pictures? That's
fina, I think almogt all of us enjoy plctures, I have
brought with me some plcebtures walch I sm golng to let you
look at; but I want you to do sometiiing for me ag you look
at them, Your tescher has told me that her class can
follow dlrections very well., Let's sse now well you can
de the things I will ask you to do. R

"1 am golng to give each of you & box thai has some
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pletures in it. WNow, I don't want you teo open the box

e

until I tell you to open 1it. I want to tell you something _ ; —
alse before wa look at the pletures,®
Boxvs were pagsed cut; Three small blank pleces of
paper were also passed oub to sasch child, and those children -
who did not have paﬂeils were supplled with them,
"Now I want you to tuke all of the plctures out of
- the bbx and put them in the middle of your desk in froat
of you, Thatts fine. Pat the box at the top of your desk,
"You will get to look &t these plebures in & feu
minutaesy bubt Lirst I went to talk to you.
flow many of you can tell your right hand from your
left hend? Show me. Halse your right hend. That's good.!
A few minutes of practlce with raising right and
left hands was done.
"ﬁcw, hers's what I went you to do with the pletures. | S
You are Lo look at esach one of them and the ones you like
I want you to put on the left side of your desk. (Ihis uwas
demonstrated as to sids,) The pletures that you dontt like
I want you to put on the right side,*
The woxds "rlight® and "left® ware printed on the
front chalk boaxd in relution to the childrents right and
left. The dlrections as to the piletures were repeatad.
"Now some of these pletures you may not be sure of

about deciding whethey you likxe them or not, If there
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are some that you cant't make up your mind sboat, then I
want you o put tham back In the box. e

"Let's go over the dlraections once more now. what
will ya@ do with the pletures you like? (Réspamse). That's
right--on the left, ind the ones you do not likev
(Response) Good--on the right. How about 1f you arsnit
sure of whether you like & picture or noty (Hesponse)

"You are all doing very well., Now you may lock &t
the pletures. Take your time and be sure to remenmber which
slde to put them on. If you have any guestions while you
look w«t the pictures,'xaiae your hand, and 1 will come to
your desk. You may begin,t |

The length of time required te complete the test
varled between twenty and thirty minutes. After the
children ned worked about ten mlnubes, they were reminded §
of tha paaitién& of left and right and whet to do with po
rletures of which they were wndecided .

If Lt mwppened that some of the chilldren -became
concernad as Lo how thelir olassmaﬁ@s‘were reacebing to the
pletures, the cless as & whole waes remiﬁﬁed that each of
the sets was composed of the same plctures. This proced-
ure was nsed to prevent the possibility thet a child might
minimize his own emotional involvement by sharing his
reagtlions with others or by attacking the pletures with

rldicule,
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When all of the children in a class had completed
the test, they wexe directed to place & plgce of puper over
the picﬁures in the box., Then they put the pleturses they
dld not like back in the box and put in anothsr sheet of
paper.  The plotuwes vliked" were pub on top. Next thaey
were told to write ox print thelr names on the remaining
shaet and put Lt in the box and replece the 1id. The bLoxes
‘were then collected,

Aftey all of the boxes were collscted, cach class
wag complimented on 1lts cooperation snd ability to follow
directions, The exeminer then left the room and the

tencher retburned,
IT, THE RATING SCALE

After her cless had completed the COPPI, each
teecher was gilven the Hagerty-Clson«Wickman ﬁahavimr Hating
Sehedule (HOWBRZ) with which to eveluate her pupils'!
ad justment,

Both schedules of the HOWBRS were used for the puye
posas of this theslis. Schedule & 1l a seule wnich conslsts
of fifteen items that Indicate undesirable behavior. It

is used by recording on the seale the Irequency withh which

with the child., 4 high scors on Schedule A generally

indlcates the presence of behavioxr problems.
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Senedule B ls & scule with which the thlﬁ‘s.int@i?
lectual, physical, soclsl, and emotlonal txéié% may be
ovaluated as compared with the typlcal behavior of a greup
of ehildran, The scores from this seale are welghted so
thet bhe numerical total of these ratings wey indicate
problem bendencles,

A Manual of Directions wasg also given Lo euch
teachsr to explain the use of the scsles and methods of
gscoring. A parlod of three wecks was set ag thet 1ln which
the HOVBRS would be scored,

At the end of thres weeks, the rating scales for
three of the flve classes lncluded in the sanple verse
complated and colleected, The teachsrs of the otber tuo
eiass@g found 1t lmpossible to complelse the scales, so
that the statlstlcsl anslyses of the results whlcen follow
are based upon bthree classes, & total of alnety children,

Instead of the originel sample of flve c¢lagses,
ITT, STATISTICAL PROCEDURES

In correlating the scores from the COFPI and the
HOWBRG, calcoulations were made &t various levels. In
addition to total correlations using the over-sll HOWRRS
ﬁaéﬁas and the number of indecisions recorded by the GOPPL,
goryelation coefficlents were also calculated using scoraes

from gchedule A and Scheduls B of the HOWHRS sepsrately



with the corresponding COPPL scores, while 1t was fell
that melad jusinent would inelude not only problem tvehavior,
but also the tendency to menifest traits signiflcantly
different from thet of & normsl group of children, the
possibility that elther of the two Schedules ln the HOWERS
might produce more meaningful results was not overlooksd,
A simller procedure as that above was carryied out
at the class level, sc that an indlestion of possible ver-
lation in the teuchers' reblog methods might be observad,
A diagrem will help to claxlfy the statlstics

involved, It is presentaed below,

Behedule A of HOWERS corvelabsed with
namber of indecislions on

COFPY
Using the schedule B of HOWBRS correlated with
Total Sample number of indeclsions on
GOFPIL

Total Scorse on HOUBRS corrxelated with
number of indeclslons on

Corrl
&8 bhe
Clags Laval Zame ag abhove
.

The method used in finding the cosificlents of

correlation (¥) wes the product-moment nethod deseribed in



Garratt.t 4s pert of the procedure, a probuble errox
(FEr ) wes caleulated for ewch of the y's. The slgnifl-
cance of the obtalned rts will be evaluated bolow in
terms of this calculated probable error, |

To interpret the rasulis of the correlatlons
péxﬁ@rm@d, the general clagslflication deseribed in

Garrett wes usad.s

lienry B. Gorrett, Stabistics in Psychology and
Education (New York: Longmans, (reen and Company, l960),
FPhe :‘382‘ =38,

PIoid., pp. 385-34,

19



CHAPTER IV
ARNALYSIS OF REsULTS
Je CORRELATIONS OF sC0RES

Tebles 1 through IV, puges #L through 24, show the
results of the stabtisblcal cnelyses which were carried out
wlith the date guthered. Since correlation coefflcients
were computed. at the class level as well as with the total
sampi@ four tables weére needed bto lliustrate the results,
For the sske of clurity, euch clugs was glven a number,
This facllituted the verbal analyses of the corral&tiamé to
be prasented in the following section.

In explaining the column lobelled "slgnificsnce of
r% ysed in the tables, the detarminaticﬁ‘df the slgniflcanca
of the r's was based upon Garr&tt's use of the compubed
probable error. In gensral, Gurrett states that 1t is
cusbomary to regurd an r as worthy of confidence If it is
at least four times its pE.l That is, an r which is four
times lts PH cannot be attrlbuted solely to accldents of
sampling. Uslng this criterlon, it mey be noted that only

lhenry B, Garrett, gtetistics in fsychology and
Fducatlon (New York: Longmaa 5, Green and Gompany, 1950),

CPPe BOR-BE,



TABLE T

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF BCORES
FROM CLASS 71 (N-31)

&0
e

kY Phy significance Inberpretation
of r_ of r_
Behedule A of
HOWBRS with '

Cnumber of Not 5iight
indecislons - o &1, W18 slgnificant relstionship
Schedule B of |
HOWBRS with
number of Substantlal
indecisions w o4l 210 Signlficant relationship
Total score
on HOWBRE with
numbar of Hot Slight
indecisions -y O w11 significant relationship
Key: . N - Number of ceses

L = Coefflclent of correlatlon
Yoy - Probable error of ¥
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TABLE I1

STATISTICAL JANALY p:fu OF SCORES
FROM CLagas :;‘fu (N""Ql)

¥ Py i@nificanue Inter pretation

of X Lorx
Gehedula A of
HBOWBRS with :
numbeyr of Not Negligible
indgelsions o1l W13 slgnificant relatlonship
Heheduls B of
HOWBRS with
numbar of Not Negligible
indeclsions 03 18 slgnificant relatlonship
Total soors
on HOWERS with o
number of Not Negligible
indecisions 200 el significant relationship

Key i N = Number of casas )
1 = Goefflcient ol correlation
PHy « probable error of r
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LABLE IIX

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF SCORES
FROM CLASS #% (Ne28)

iy Fliy $lgnilicance Interpretation

, of » LLof ,
Sehedule 4 of |
HOWBRS with °
number of ot Negligible
indecisions % B R . significant relatlionship
Schedule B of
HOWBRSE with
number of Not Negligible
indeclislons W07 W13 significant relationship
Total score .
on HOWBRS with
numbeayr of Not Neglligible
indecisions 07 W13 slgnificant ryelatlonship

Key: N - Number of cases
& = Coalflcient of correlation
VPl « probable error of




TABLE IV

STATISTICAL aNALYSIS OF SBCORRS
FRCM TOTAL S4MPLE (N-90)

r Py significance Interpretation
o, of ¥ of ¥ = _

Bohedule A of
HOWBRS with
namber of . Not Negllgible
indecisions L0007 significant relationship
Schedule B of !
HOWBRSE with : b
number of . Hot < Negligible
indecisions =03 07 slgnificant relatlionship
Total scors
on HOWBRS '
with number of Not Negligible
indecisions “o i 07 gsignificant . relationship e

Key: N - Number of ceses
' _x = Coeffilclent of correlation
FEp - probable error of r
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the correlatlon using Schedule B of the HOWBRS in Class 41
can be considered significant, _
The interpretation of the r's was also based upon
Gerrett's classillcatlons., He reports that:
« + » Ghere ls falrly good agresment among workers
with psychologlezl and educstionzl tests that an
¥ from .00 to % 20 denotes indifferent or negli-
glble relationship;
r from # .30 to ¢ .40 denotes low correlation:
presant but slight:
¥ from x 40 to 2 .70 denotes substentisl or merked
relationship;

r from 2 .70 to *3 GO denotes high to very high
relétionship. .

I, ANALYSIS OF GCORRELATIONS

In view of the stated objectives of this thesis, the ——
results achleved, &g recorded in the Tables 1 théagn v, ?
pages 21 through 24, suggest that there 1s no demonsgtrable
relationship between pergonul adjustment and the abillty
to make decisions when studled by the preseat methods.
Usiﬁa the scores obtalned from the whole sample, the
rasultant caxrel&tién cogfficlents inﬁic&teﬁ only & negli-
gible or indifferent relationship present, Moreover, the
srithmetic proportion of the computad probable errors to

the coryelation coefficients demonstrated that they conld ?

Bllziﬁ« , DP. 58334, ' o
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not be congidered ss significant correlastions,.

in tne apalyses carried out at the class level, this
same putbern of results may be ebgefved in Table 1I, puge
2%, Class #8, and Tauble ITI, page 25, Class. . Tae
carrala%ien:caeffiai@nts showed indiffsrent or negliglble
relations between the seores, and the probable errors
indicated & lack of éignifie&ﬂse in these coafficlents.

Toe slightly nigher figures achleved using scores
from Cluss 1 could not be considered as favorable with
rogerd to the general hypothesis, since these lgures may
nave been the result of varisnce in the rating methods
used by the tesghey of that clasgs, The hilgher relstionship
indlcatad by the coeffilcients from this clugs wag not |
reflected in thasa figures obtained from Clags #2 and
Class #3, so that whlle these results were suggestive in
terms of the objectlves of this paper, they could not be
interpreted as concluslive, | |

It msy be noted, also, that the use of tb@ HOWBRE
as two sepurabte rating devices did not result in moxe
neanlngful caxralatian‘coeffieients, The‘partial Qofra«
lotions compubted with Schedule 4 and Schedule B of the
HOWBRS used separately followed the seme general pattern
as those correlastions using the complete scele,

4n anslysls of the results of the statistical

procedures, then, disclosaed thut the hypothesls whi¢h was
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advanced in tnié thesis haes not besn substantlated,  This 7
inquiry does not diselose @ definitive relationship ' R
between & child's adjustment snd his willingness or sbllity

to make declslons,



CHLPTER V
FINAL INTERPRETATION AND CONCLUSIOWS
Lo BVALUATION OF THE THESLS

In evaluating thils thesis és.a reseaxch project,
S@V@f&l aspects mﬁgt he considered. The followlng ﬁaxa«
grapﬁs in this section, then, will have %o do with
presenting these evaluations from the lnvestigatorts point
of view, '

The problem ltself seemed fairly well daeflned and
Justifiable for resesrch, It had been the investigatort's
expoeylence, qulte apurt from the sources mentlonsd In the
Bibliography, to encounter in psycholeoglcal and educational
pariance a generallzation connecting meladjustment and the
lnability to meke decisions., This generalization, simply
stated, was that one of the cnaraet@ristics of children
who are madadjusbed is an inabillty to "make up thaly
mindg® sbout things. The puipose of this thesis was to
atbemnpt, using statisticsl methods, to help in estubllshing
this gensralizstion as a fact.

In retrcspaét, howevar, it became apparent Lo the
investigator that ths term "m&laajustment" was too alle
Inclugive. what 1f indeclsliveness were a éorrélﬂt@ ox

syndrome of only & partleulay type of meladjustment?
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phat 1L "declsiveness"™ were a 5yndiome of another type of
medad justmenty IL thls vwere true, the negligible relatione R
shlp betvwesn adjustment and Indscisiveness whlch the
stetisticsl procedurss lndleated might be, fan reallty, the
result of & balance of factors, 4 more eritieal analy&is
of the bibliographical materisl mlght have suggested this
baefore the resseureh was cerried out. The next segtion of
the thesis wlll contein the dnvegtlgator's recommendstlons
concerning the refinement of the problem so that more
definitive results might be obsarved,

There are also soma gonslderations 1o be stated
concerning the methodology adopted in this study, To
begln with, the use Qf‘th@ COrPY as an index of lndecision
may heve been based upon an assumption that is not
necesseylly valld, that is, that there would be & one~to-
one ratio between the “amoaﬁt“ of indecision in & child, N
and the “"amount" registered with the Corpl, It may be, ‘
thougn, that the academic overtones of & pletorial test
adoinistered ln & school situation might minimize & child's
gmotional involvement as comparyed wilth o real-life situs-
tion lnvolving people and objects. This gensral ceriticlom f
is one that has ma&ning with regaxrds to psychologicsl and
aducational testing in gensral, lhowever, so that this use

of the COPFL may not have been unusual In that respect.
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Except‘that the phraseology of the HOWBRS seemed to
be outduted et several points (l.s., in Schedule B, such
ad jeetives us "hidebound,® o “coquette,® and a "back" are
somebimes as@d’as deseriptive of personality traits), the
use of this scale in determining the children's adjustment
seemed adequate. The school situation, is un&%rsténdmbly
only & part of the childrents total seavironmental milieu,
80 that, in a sense, each child would have baen rated on
only & segnent of his total possible resction to his
environment. But it seems realistlc to suppose thet &
child will manifest his over-all personsl adjustment in
vhatever setting he is observed. The child's teachsry in
this instunce, having "lived® with him for about elght
months, could be &xpected to be capable of rating the
child adequately.

Sluce every child.csuld be expected to have both an
ad justment r&tiﬁg and & corryesponding *lndeclsivenesst
geore, there uwas no need for & ssmple Yo be chosen bhat
would meet any particular categorical requirements.

To sum up, then, it ls the lnvestigator's polnt of
viguw that the methodology snd the statistlical procedures
used herein were ln asccordance with standard psycholagieal
‘and sducational principles. It is felt that a raascnabla
doubt exlsts concerning the advissblllity of using the

symptom of "lndecisivensss® as a dimension in studylng
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m&ladjuﬁtmantq  In terms of the stated objecﬁiv&s of this
thesls, however, it 1ls felt tn@t'tne use of a thizd
ca.tegory of response to the ploturss of the COPPIL to
obtain a gulck measure of adjustment has besn explored

adeqguately.
TV, FURTHER RESEARCH NEEDED

In the course of lnvestigating the hypothesis of
this stuady, other promising ereas of study seemed to
suggest themselves es pertinent Lo the generxwl problem of
assessling adJustment, ‘These will be set down here as
recommendutions in ordar that they might serve a3 guldes
te subgequent studles carried out in this gensral f{leld.

To begln with, 1t seems spparent that the sssess-
ment of adjustment should be pursaed by & test lavolving
gqualitative variables raﬁhﬁf than by the use of a single
varlable such as lndecisiveness. The many facets which
malad Justment wsy reflect in bebhavior would seem t0 belie
the ldes that a single chmracteristic could connect them
2ll, While & gyndroma such as indeelsion mignt be typical
of one pattern of maledjustment, it may be absent ox in
negligible gquantity in anctherx. Parnapﬁ the use of &
profile, in terms of the content of the plotures of the
COrPI, might be yeuwarding in delinestlng problem aress in

the childrents personslity.
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1t 1s further suggested here that indeclslveness be
investigated ag an indicator of particular types of
malad justment, As & maans’gf carrying this out, 1t would
be posslible to use & third category of respons¢ ln the
COPPL In conjunction with anothsr measare of ad justment
whleh would generally clussify the semple in térma of
types of maladjustment. The literature in the Bibllography
ls certalnly suggestive that definitive resulis could be
gxpected from such a study.

It is hoped that the above recommendabions and
suggestions wlll be of value to others interssted in this
fileld of ilnvestigation, and that they will provide a
me&sura of continuity to their studles in relsation to this

QlE .
11T, FINAL SUMMARY

To ccncluda'thislstudy, a summary will bé prés&nteﬂ
that will recapitulate the maln ldeas and concluslons fyom
the preceding puges, This summary follows. | _

sychologlsts and educators have long felt 2 need
for a method of assessing the adjustuent of children that
could he ased guickly and esslly., In school, for exemple,
the knowledge thet a ¢hild hss @xaaptional gnotlionsl needs
could expedlte thae teacherts determlnation of these neads,.

This would provide additional time for adjustive measures
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to be effected,

It was the purpose of this thesls to test a R
posslile method for recognlizing malsdjustment in children.
A hypothesis was offered. In short, thls hypothesis wag
that there is an inverse ratlo between & child's adjust-
mwent and his abllity to make & decision In choosing betuesn
two possible alternatives. While this hed never bhsen
demonstrated stetistically, litersture based upon clinical
obgervations vas suggestive that 1t could be so.

In order to test this hypothesis, some indecision
scores from & sample of school children ware correlated
with correspondlng adjustment rating glven them by theiy
teachers, To obtain an indeclslon score, an “Undeclded®
catégary of respongse was added to the Mltchell-Brantly |
Choles of pPletures Personality Inventory., Thls altared
form of the COFPI was a&minist@rad to three thiraugr&d@ -
clagses and btwo fouxth4gr&de clagges from the Manteca
Blamentury fchools, The teuchers of these classes vsre
then glven the Hegerty-Clson-Wickman Behuvior Ratlng
Schedules with which to rate bthelr pupllst adjustment.

@lnce two of the teachers were not able to complete the
ratings of thelzr pupiis, the statisticsl asnalyses of the
scoraes from these two tests vere limlted to & sample of

ninety children.
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Ihe correlation coefficients to show the rslation- g
ghip of the scores from these two devices wers calculated E—
by the product-moment method described by Gaxratt.l in

additlon, the two sepearate schedules that make up the

HOWBRE were each corrvelabed with the indeclsion scores from
the COPPL. These calceulations were carried out at the class
i@val as well as with the total sample, 80 that possible
differences in the teschers' rating methods might be
observed, The obtained correlation coeliflclients weze
Cevalusted as to slgnlficence by determinlng & probable
@rrqi for each ol them. Tn@-imterpxet&tian of the resultis
of thesa'atatistical procedures followed the ¢lassificae
tlons suggestes by Gerrebt.?

In general, the correlations indlcated that only &
negligible relationship existed between indecision and
malad Justment. While this would serve to disprove the —
hypothesis offered here, It was proposed that further |
invegtigaution of the syndrome of indecislon might prove 1t
t0 be more definlitive In terms of particulay types of

malad justment. 4 concluslon wus suggested that the lack

lygenry B. Gorrett, Statistics in Psychology and
&auu»tien (Hew Yoxk: Lﬂﬂhmudh, Green and COmpany , 1900),
ppo‘ BELmEE .

Ibid., pp. 33334,
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of correlation thut Uthe statlstical snalyses ravealed was
due to & balancs of fuctors. It might have beasn that the S
indecislon on the part of those children with neurotic

tendencies was offset by an intolerance of ambigulty that

might ba characteristic of those children inclinad %o be
rigid and compulsive,

While the hypothesls offered here has not besn
demonstrated to be velld, 1t is hepad that furthsr inves-
tlgatlons along the lines suggested ln this study will
prove more frultful in terms of the purposes to which thls
papsr has bgen dedleated. Gertalanly the problem of
agsesslng adjustment in children ls one wilenn is of great
concern to edueators and cliniclans alike. A msthod by =
ﬁnicn this could be accomplished quickly and easily would
be of service to all of those people who work with

enildyen, S
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4 TABLY SHOWING THE NUMBER OF
TIMES %aCH Z‘I(«w% OF THE COPPI -
WAS PLACED IN THE UNDECIDED CaTEGORY .

O e R T R s
Ho. - HO,. - Ho. A NO
Plet.  of ¢ piet, of ¢ Plet,, of 2 - rlet, of 2
1 13 32 (5% 63 < 94 14
] - @ - 43 1L 64 B 95 9
ko) 4 34 . 13 - 65 3 06 . 5]
4 &) 38 10 686 B Q7 17
& 21 56 156 &7 7 o8 1
B D 39 . 16 68 ) 29 7
7 9 38 18 69 5 . 100 4
8. 11 39 14 70 2 1O 9
9 8 40 10 71 P ReA 9]
10 14 41 7 Ta 12 . 103 L7
1l 12 4% 7 1% 18 1O4 la
12 =0 435 5 74 11 . 106 4.
13 ) 44 13 : 75 z L1086 4]
14 & 5} 5 76 7 107 5
15 7 46 12 T 6 - 108 11
L6 3 4.7 g 78 Lé 109 B
17 2 48 4 79 & 110 17
Lo 13 49 0 &0 2 - 1lil- - B
19 6 50 2 aL o 18 112 16
&0 4 51 4 84 16 11s pad
2l 1l 58 4 85 10 114 1é
ot 3 3% 4. &4 17 115 8
FAo) 1l 54 8 &6 15 116 15
24 H 914] 9 &6 2 117 - L8
25 S 66 2 &% S5 .0 118 19
P P 57 3 86 14 11e 9
27 - B 58 1 8¢ 9 120 19
28 1L 659 3] 20 . 4 AR 14
29 14 60 4 21 6] 182 4
qO : & 6L 1 92 16 . 183 10
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A TaBLE SHOWIRG THE UEQHIN&D SCURES FROM THR

&n‘¢bh OF PICTURRE PERSCNALITY TNVENTORY

AND THE HAGERTY-C L%GW*&IGKHHN BEHAVIOR
RATING SCALLES

Glags 41 (N=-31) . . Cless 78 (N-31)
. Total, Total
Sched, Hched, Seore Sehed, Sched. Hoore
CopPPL A of B of on COPPI A4 of B ol  on
D HOWBRS HOWBRS  HUWERS - ? HOWBES HOWBRG HOWBRS
54 4 46 50 2 0 45 45
w& & 855 64 1B 0 - 47 47
& BG- 64 29 O 49 49
l? 6 62 68 18 0 50 50
iR & 635 7L - Be ¢ D2 15
1 6 66 7% - 13 0 5% - B3
: 6 67 T3 12 0 B4 o4
! 6 41s) 74 50 0 60 60
5 18 60 TH 3G & 56 65
10 10 65 75 13 0 64 64
19 1 65 TH P 0 64 64
22 10 - 66 76 15 4 65 67
. Bl & 68 76 . 15 0 L 68 88
.0 12 66 78 6 0 68 68
6 6 - 75 &1 14 8 (+ 70
0 6 76 8% 38 0 70 70
L2 L HY 8D ST 0 75 75
0 & 78 86 27 14 62 76
0 10 7% FoLes 2 0 77 i
5 16 - 74 Q0 6l 0 64 84
1 15 77 o0 10 4 8l 85
7 10 &1 oL 54 18 69 &%
16 16 - B2 9% 6 La 8L 25
& 8 &4 108 &€ & 56 Q4
89 20 B3 103 28 26 75 101
12 27 a0 117 & &4 8% 106
L pats 91 11é 1l 14 . 9B 109
10 30 G4 124 21 24 1613) 109
9 40 &6 in 0 15 o7 118
1 54 a7 151 5 26 109 138
-0 72 103 175 35 55 124 179




v ARLE SHOWING ¢d‘ OBTATNED BOORES FROM- T
QHUI&” OF PICTURBS paEBS D&QLITY INV&QTQHY
AND TR HAGERTY-QLSOW-WTORMAN BREHAVIOR.
RATING 8CaLES (Continuned).

e tvaeos

Clagss 45 (Ha=28) .

Schaduls Gehadule Total

COrpPl A of B of ' fieore on
? HOWERS _ HOWRHS HOWBRS
12 0 49 49
3 O 49 49
6 o 51 81
0 0 %31 51
0 0 B2 » 52
5 0 53 53
o 0O 54 5%}
0 0 , 6?: 5%
39 0 aé; : &6
12 G 57 ‘ 57
28 0 57 - 57
0 0 56 56
0 4 55 59
7 ¢ B8 68
1 6 57 63
28 0 64 64
0 0 68 65
0 7 60 67
0 0 70 70
5] 4 69 TE
15 é 69 75
0 28 54 82
0 6 85 91
7 & &b g%
6 6 87 G3
5 At ™ , 106

31 &7 19 116
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