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On Monday, April 22nd, The Pacifican sat down to interview past Editors-in-Chief from the paper.
These editors included Patrick McDowell, English, ‘81; Susan Giraldez, Spanish, ‘79; Karen Davis,
Communication, ‘81; as well as current Editor-in-Chief Malavika Raj, Biological Sciences, ‘21. It
became evident early on in the conversation that, over the years, The Pacifican has changed immensely
as a publication.
Some of these changes were technological. Giraldez explains that during their time with the paper, the
editors and writers set type themselves, developed their own photos, and drove the copy over to the
newspaper press in Tracy to be printed for publication. Giraldez, Davis, and McDowell all reminisce
about the long nights spent laying out the paper. For Raj, however, the 2020-21 proved to be a massive
shift for The Pacifican, as it transitioned from a completely print to a completely digital publication. She
mentions how it was difficult to navigate the transition and build a dedicated staff, especially with the
new needs demanded of a news source during a global pandemic. “I think we needed to change how
things ran…[in order] to move online. And the pandemic was a great excuse to get backing on this.”
Karen Davis talks about her time before being Editor-in-Chief, when she was The Pacifican’s first
female sports editor. “I travelled with the football team. When I went to South Carolina with them, I was
actually kicked out of the press box because they thought that I was someone’s secretary, and didn’t
know why I would be in the press box. I had to get the sports editor from the Stockton paper to vouch
for me, that I really was a reporter and had every right to be in the press box.” Giraldez also adds how,
https://www.thepacifican.com/news/0uwwujjnx99bfkmpyljz0sa8jzdzjg
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prior to her time with the paper, most of the writers and Editors-in-Chief had been men. This is a stark
contrast to The Pacifican’s current staff, which is made up entirely of women.
McDowell also added some thoughts about the differences between journalism during his time at Pacific
and now: “I think there was more of a general understanding that the press ought to be independent.” He
stresses the importance of objectivity, which he says establishes a paper’s credibility. The paper then was
very focused on investigative journalism, which involves a great deal of time spent interviewing sources
and eyewitnesses, researching, and collecting data. He mentions that during his time with The Pacifican,
he sought to write stories that reflected an earlier form of “brash, street-style journalism.” This was
reflected in the stories that were published in the paper at the time, which sometimes offered criticism of
ASuop, or the university administration. The journalistic freedom afforded to The Pacifican and its staff
then, he suggests, played a crucial role in their development as writers and editors. It helped them learn
about journalistic integrity, how to balance critique with honesty and objectivity.
The four editors emphasize how working on the paper has helped them in their careers, which have all
taken a different turn. McDowell, for instance, is currently a journalist with Bloomberg and is based in
Hong Kong. Giraldez, who is a Spanish professor at Pacific, calls the paper “it wasn’t just an
extracurricular...it was very curricular. It contributed so immensely to what we’re able to do
professionally.” Davis, former mayor of Glendora, CA and current pastor of the First Christian Church
of Glendora, also stresses how the skills she learned in the paper helped her in her careers in the church
and in politics. For Raj, the paper has helped her learn business and communication skills that she feel
will be useful in her future career in public health.
Over the years, The Pacifican has changed immensely as a newspaper. Issues of technology and
modernizing publication that did not exist before are now being encountered by current editors for the
paper. The Pacifican has undergone several changes in key areas, such as administration, funding,
oversight, and content. It has evolved in terms of audience: who it serves, what it conveys, and how it
conveys it. However not all things have changed so drastically. The Pacifican has been meaningful to the
editors in different ways, and for different reasons. In their time with the paper, all four Editors-in-Chief
have had to navigate the turbid waters of journalistic ethics amidst these various circumstances and
situations which shaped (and continues to shape) The Pacifican’s role on campus.

https://www.thepacifican.com/news/0uwwujjnx99bfkmpyljz0sa8jzdzjg

2/2

2/3/22, 1:22 PM

Letter from the Editor — The Pacifican

Sep 27 Written By Liliana Lopez

Letter from the Editor
Liliana
Lopez
Editor in
Chief
Third
Year
History
and
English
Majors
with a
Religious
Studies
Minor
A part of
The
Pacifican
since
2019

A University of the Pacific student newspaper has existed --in some form or another -- for over a
century. From the first issue of The Pacific Weekly in 1908 to The Pacifican, students have been
reporting the goings-on of Pacific’s campus, as well as the broader community around them.
The paper has covered student life through two World Wars, the Civil Rights Movement, the AIDS
epidemic and 9/11. As news broke of a novel coronavirus beginning to spread in early 2020, The
Pacifican staff pushed hard to cover its effects on our students engaged in study abroad and on our
international student population. Our last print edition hit the stands in mid-March 2020 just as campus
leadership announced what was expected to be a two-week campus shutdown. As the weeks stretched
into months, the staff was unable to access our campus facility and unable to publish a physical edition.
For a publication that had existed exclusively in a print format, the pandemic created unprecedented
challenges.
For the first time in its history, the university newspaper experienced a major interruption. The hard
work of the staff to transition to an online format was made more difficult by questions posed about an
appropriate location for our website; one that would not interfere with our mission as an independent
student news source for the Pacific campus. We have had some starts and stops but we are back in our
new online location. It’s been a while since you’ve seen us around, and it’s been a while since we’ve
seen you. Welcome!
As the 2021-22 school year begins, know that we work for you. We are committed to being the voice of
Pacific’s students, to reporting what you want to know, what you have to say, what you are thinking
about. We pledge to hold ourselves to the highest standards of journalistic integrity. It’s good to be back.
Go Tigers!
Liliana López, Editor-in-Chief

https://www.thepacifican.com/news/jjgk7jvg87i7ht1l1qzzakph1i2txd
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After being away from Pacific for a year and a half, students finally got the news that campus was going
to be open for students and faculty. With in-person classes going on, students living on campus, athletics
events, and other extracurricular activities, it seems to bring everything back to normal. But how is the
university dealing with the on-going pandemic by protecting the students and ensuring they get the most
out of the college experience in a safe way?
According to the university’s website, Pacific is following a safety plan that aligns with the regulations
and recommendations of the California Occupational Health and Safety Administration, the State of
California Department of Public Health, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. With that,
there are some requirements that everyone coming back to campus this Fall should follow, including:
https://www.thepacifican.com/covid19/29w82wknqbpl75euiajvsr1mvbnw5u
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wearing a facial covering at all times while indoors (“only to be removed when eating or drinking, when
in a room alone, or with your roommates in a residence hall”), and being fully vaccinated, including
faculty and staff (with the exception of choosing not to for health or religious reasons by completing a
declination form).
If the student is showing symptoms of COVID-19, the university offers a test scheduled by Student
Health Services provided that the individual’s healthcare provider allows it. If the students are tested offcampus, they are to notify SHS as well. When testing negative, the student can return to campus “on the
advice of your health care provider or Student Health Services,” according to Pacific’s website.
Furthermore, when testing positive, they are to immediately quarantine for 10 days after exposure and
notify Human Resources or the Student Health Center after that; speak with your instructor or supervisor
about remote work and learning options.
While it might be hard to adjust to the “new” normal, Pacific also offers training for students on Canvas,
Covid-19 Awareness and Prevention for Students. We decided to ask a couple of students what their
experience was coming back to campus after being taught online and what their opinion was of how
Pacific is adhering to safety COVID-19 protocols.
As a freshman who had to experience an online senior year of high school, Neil Yerem, Mechanical
Engineering, ‘25 says that he is “very happy to be back in school and see people [which is] definitely
better than staring at a screen for hours on end.”
Many students share his same views however, others have brought up concerns about the restrictions that
the university has placed as well as the rising Covid cases and new delta virus.
Kenny Le, pre-pharmacy 3 + 3, ‘25 expresses slight dissatisfaction in that “despite being in person,
COVID restricts many activities and potential events that can further connect students together.”
Le’s comments serve as a reminder that COVID-19 is still significantly affecting each and every
individual, on a global as well as a local scale. While communities are opening up, life continues to
deviate from the mundane with the COVID threat still very imminent, especially on campus. As UOP
COVID testing centers have started to announce COVID positive individuals on campus through email
announcements, students’ uneasiness starts to grow.
For some students, the transition to college is hard, but expected. Jeannie Pham, Biological Sciences, ‘25
admits to struggling and overcoming the harsh timing of 8 A.M. classes. While pleased to be on campus,
Pham conveys her apprehensions about the pandemic and is “[comforted] to see how well enforced
masking policies are and how the community at UOP is determined to take care of one another.”
In times of stress and uncertainty, Pham brings up the importance of unity. Covid-19 has challenged each
and every student, faculty member, and staff. Each person has struggled due to Covid, whether it be
directly or indirectly. It is in these times that building and protecting your community collectively as
individuals who share one voice in solidarity is most important.
As the semester progresses, and as the pandemic continues, the fight does not stop to protect those
around us. Wearing masks. Social distancing. Practicing hygienic etiquette (coughing into your elbow,
washing your hands, etc.). It is these simple, yet effective, actions that will aid in the safety of yourself
and those around you.

https://www.thepacifican.com/covid19/29w82wknqbpl75euiajvsr1mvbnw5u
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The incessant and frequent General Exposure Advisory notices for COVID-19 loom over the heads of
many students at Pacific. So much so, that some students have even taken to satire as a means to cope
with the alerts placed in their emails. Some even go so far as to make the notice a “highlight” on social
media to demonstrate the almost comedic high volume of COVID-19 alert emails.
With the concern of the aforementioned notices, there is also heightened awareness over the Delta
variant of COVID-19: a variant that has empirically shown to have higher transmissibility. Microbiology
Professor Douglas Risser notes the reasoning behind the new trend in transmissible rates, by saying that
the “spike proteins in the new mutant strains have changed in ways that facilitate better binding to our
receptors.”
“The proteins [from the mutant strains] can bind to us more tightly allowing them to replicate to higher
levels in our body, ending up with more viral particles, which makes it easier to spread,” says Risser.
Undoubtedly, the research that has been done on the biological mechanisms of the variant is a clear
indication of why San Joaquin County has a centralized indoor mask recommendation.
In a statement made by San Joaquin County Public Health Services, the first reporting of a Delta variant
case in San Joaquin County was in May 2021. Subsequently, it has been advised that “with [the] highly
transmissible Delta variant spreading quickly, fully vaccinated people are strongly encouraged to take
the extra precaution of wearing a mask indoors.”
Such encouragement is necessary given the predisposition for the Delta Variant to cause comparably
greater severity in cases than the alpha COVID-19 variant. A cohort study done by The Lancet
Infectious Diseases journal found higher hospital and emergency care attendance in cases reported from
the delta variant.
The unique feat of the delta variant to cause what seem to be more severe symptoms is concerning when
taking into account the wide number of unvaccinated individuals. Risser notes that while the FDA
approved vaccines aren’t perfect, “all studies are clear that all of the FDA approved vaccines provide
strong protection against even the delta variant.” All the more reason to get vaccinated.
As of September 23rd, 2021, the Stockton University of the Pacific Campus has 88.99% fully vaccinated
individuals in totality (including students, faculty, and staff).

https://www.thepacifican.com/news/qajqpkfmmr8bwsrewpwegk73v4kovs
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On January 21st, 2020, the CDC confirmed the first case of COVID-19 in the United States.
Millions of Americans from Stockton, California to New York, New York had no idea what was about to
hit them. Now, in 2021, we have ways of protecting ourselves including social distancing, vaccines, and
protective masks. Personal protective equipment like masks could have been seen as a symbol of hope
for health in a less politically divided world. Unfortunately, we don’t live in that world. We need to leave
politics and opinions out of healthcare and safety measures to protect ourselves and those around us.
According to The Washington Post, Americans are making the politicization of masks into a habit. We
had the same trouble getting people to wear masks during the 1918 flu pandemic as we do today in 2021.
The government tried a variety of tactics to increase mask wearing. They tried to show how “manly” and
“patriotic” wearing a mask was but protest against masks persisted. Clearly this polarization is becoming
stale.
I wish I could say I was surprised to be writing an opinion article about masking for protection against
COVID; but in the current political climate that is just wishful thinking. I am not a doctor. I am not an
epidemiologist. I am not a vaccine developer or a nurse. In order to keep myself and those around me
safe, I have to rely on the trustworthy information coming from medical sources.

https://www.thepacifican.com/opinion/phpgdpza65uws3ump8h589p1iic54k
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Everyone walking around today deserves the chance to live without outside interference. Everyone also
deserves respect. This includes not infecting people with COVID-19 or any variants of the virus. People
deserve this because they are people; because they exist, are alive and breathing. That is why we need to
move away from politics and focus on trusted science.
The CDC recommends that people wear masks and get vaccinated. This should be enough of an
incentive to wear a mask for all Americans, even if you don’t care about preventing possible deaths of
others. Researchers, scientists, and medical personnel all went above and beyond to get us this
information quickly. Yet, some people deem it wise to ignore them.
Everyone also deserves accurate information. If you are unsure about the reliability of vaccines, or the
effectiveness of masks, take a look at specific and trusted medical sources for COVID-19 and
information on masking, such as the official CDC website. It is easy for any of us to create a media
bubble around ourselves and be surrounded by news sources that influence us both politically and
subliminally. If you care about freedom and liberty, exert your own freedom. Take this matter into your
own hands and protect yourself. No one wants to be the person who makes someone else sick.
Facts and the hard work of the people who strive to protect us daily are what really matter during this
trying time. My “opinion” on wearing a mask is pretty clear: opinions have no place in health crises.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/11/18/battle-over-masks-has-always-been-political/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html

https://www.thepacifican.com/opinion/phpgdpza65uws3ump8h589p1iic54k
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Photo Credits: NBC News Noah Berger AP
Although summer is a great time for some families to relax and have a break from their daily routine,
this may not be the case for others. The California wildfire season starts around the months of June and
July and can last the whole year. However, due to climate change, each year seems to be getting worse
especially during fall, according to an NBC news article titled Why California Wildfires Are Particularly
Destructive in Fall. The article states that “according to Cal Fire, the four deadliest and most destructive
wildfires on record in the state happened in either October or November. November 2018's Camp Fire,
which incinerated the town of Paradise, topped both lists with 18,804 structures destroyed and 85 killed.
It was the nation's deadliest wildfire since 1918”.
According to Cal Fire’s website, the “Dixie Fire '' has been the longest and most disastrous wildfire of
the season, starting on July 13th all through today with constant updates. Affecting the county of Butte,
Plumas, Shasta, Tahama, and Lassen; this has burned around 963,309 acres of land, with just 94%
containment.With that, many national forest have been temporarily closed, including the Lassen
https://www.thepacifican.com/news/9hgvnt8un32bzlnl7nn1zlu4fxh7hy
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National Forest and National Park Service that’s just 170 miles from the Stockton area. Another
devastating wildfire that’s on the outlook by Cal Fire has been the “Fawn Fire” located in the Shasta
Trinity-Unit, just 10 miles away from the famous Shasta Lake that has been since closed due to this
current event, and 215 miles from the Stockton area. It has since burned 8,578 acres, with 85% of
containment, since it was reported that started recently on September 22nd.
This is also a result of California’s summer climate, which is much drier than that of other states.
However, one of the surprising main causes of the fires in California is the wind. The Santa Ana Winds
(Southern California) or the Diablo Winds (Northern California) start kicking in the month of October
and can last up to the month of April. According to the American Meteorological Society, “these winds
sometimes gusting over 70 mph can quickly whip up either an existing wildfire or just-developed small
brush fire into an inferno, blowing embers downstream and starting many more spot fires, often in
heavily populated areas”.
It is also predicted that the “rainy” season in the state might be delayed to later in the fall compared to
six decades ago, which makes the wildfire season more intense and longer, according to the
aforementioned NBC article. So, if you’re wondering why fall season has not already started and why it
still feels like summer, it’s because of climate change and land-use trends.
Lydia Fox, Associate Professor of the Department of Geosciences here at Pacific said another cause for
these wildfires have been because of mismanagement. “I can say it’s all part of climate change, and the
ages of mismanagement that have led to these crises. There have been several campaigns like Smokey
the Bear, but it hasn’t really got that far as we can see. There’s also the fact that we suppressed this for so
long, and when it starts to burn, it burns bad.”
Fox also indicated that it is of the utmost importance that we spread the word about climate change and
the current events surrounding it “because it is a domino effect, if we lose the trees, we lose our ability to
breathe carbon dioxide, and forests can take years and years to regenerate.”
There are also multiple resources that show people how to create an evacuation plan and how to act in
case of a fire near your residence. Cal Fire offers Pre-Evacuation Preparation Steps that shows you what
to do before, during, and after these fires. Some of the main points are to have an emergency supply kit,
have a wildfire action plan with your family members, move flammable furniture to the center of the
room, and shut windows and doors while leaving them unlocked in case of an emergency evacuation.

https://www.thepacifican.com/news/9hgvnt8un32bzlnl7nn1zlu4fxh7hy
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Photo Credit: Sahila Shah & ASuop Instagram
Pictured: Sydney Navarro, Cassandra Jackson, Analy Cruz, Chantal Barragan, Devin Thompson,
Margarita Kuranova, Asher Bloom and Rhea Geagea

In light of a difficult pandemic, the student government association, ASuop, has hosted one of many fun
and uplifting events. Coming back from months of online Zoom classes was a major transition for the
2021 school year. Not only did many learning environments change, but so did the crucial period of
social interactions that are fundamental in a student’s campus life. For a large majority of students,
meeting people, speaking to them face to face, and interacting is a major factor in making meaningful
friendships and a comfortable learning environment.
Of course, one long standing event that came back was the Oasis. Cassandra Jackson, Biological
Sciences, ‘23, works under Arts and Entertainment (A&E) division of ASuop as a programmer (a part of
the team that helps put events like this together). The Oasis, a yearly event, wasn’t able to occur last
year, so it was met with a lot of excitement this year. Jackson explains, “The Oasis is an event that is
open to all students, just as long as they have a PacificID, and essentially it’s really just like a pool party.
https://www.thepacifican.com/lifestyles-wellness/gq2cuxkx7tch8cbqkr6me6ko6ce533
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We play music, have a bunch of floaties that we buy, and in previous years they’ve had games. This year
we had a snow cone machine, we had popcorn… a photo booth, and ASuop was also there giving out
ASuop t-shirts.”
Events like the famed Oasis are just one of many fun activities that ASuop holds for students. Because
the team itself is made up of other students, their events are always put up with the benefit of the
university’s community in mind.
Jackson also shares, “We are stewards of student funds and we’re also students that serve students so it’s
really in our best interest as well to be promoting and hosting events that do benefit the student body as a
whole as an escape from homework and academics...It gives them an opportunity to network and make
friends.”
Sahila Shah, Marketing, ‘23, has also been a team member since her freshman year. She attended the
event with her fellow team members.
“When I attended Oasis this past weekend, I was so excited to finally see the hype about this event -- and
I was not disappointed! The pool was wonderful for the hot weather and so were the refreshing snow
cones.”
When asked about how events like this were fundamental to her time at UOP, she said, “The mere fact
that I get to make so many great connections on campus, organizing and attending these events brings all
of our students together - I get to meet students of all ethnicities, religions, and different majors at UOP,
and that is why I am so happy to be back.”
Sydnee Navarro, Sociology, ‘25, had something similar to say. “Events like this are really what makes
the college experience. Your time in college is what you make it, and being involved in the on-campus
events, organizations, and more adds to all the memories you can make at UOP. I've had a great time
thus far at UOP because I've attended the events they/we put on.”
Navarro also had a fun time, noting, “I was working the event along with the rest of the members of the
A&E team, so I went with them. The highlight of the day, though I didn't get into the pool, was, again,
relaxing by the pool and staying cool on the hot day with my friends.”
The Oasis has remained a long standing event for a reason and looks forward to more exciting years.

https://www.thepacifican.com/lifestyles-wellness/gq2cuxkx7tch8cbqkr6me6ko6ce533
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On April 14th, 2021, President Biden, keeping his campaign promise, announced a full withdrawal of
U.S. troops from Afghanistan. At the time, we had roughly 2,500 troops still in the country. What
President Biden and the rest of the United States didn’t expect was that four months later the capital of
Afghanistan, Kabul, would fall to the Taliban. Later, after taking the Presidential Palace, the Taliban
would claim victory over the war that has plagued the country for twenty years.
President Biden was not the first to promise a withdrawal of U.S. troops out of Afghanistan on the
campaign trail. President Trump, following his campaign promise, lowered the amount of U.S. troops
from 8,600 to 2,500 over a slow period. While President Trump promised a full withdrawal and failed to
do so, President Biden finished the withdrawal his predecessor started. Even after the fall of Kabul,
President Biden quickly defended his decision but admitted that “things went much faster than we
anticipated.” President Biden also argued that with the finding of Osama Bin-Laden, our reason for the
war in Afghanistan was accomplished a decade ago.
The United States and her allies invaded Afghanistan in late 2001 and toppled the Taliban government in
the hope of dismantling al-Qaeda, whose founder was Bin-Laden. This has made our constant war with
the Taliban the longest war the United States ever participated in, almost tied with the Vietnam war
which lasted 19 years. The Afghanistan conflict, like Vietnam, has been costly. More than 47,000
civilians and 2,400 U.S service members have been killed during the conflict, according to Brown

https://www.thepacifican.com/opinion/gnpuedo59x5ln7ecm2dwxwe1kmrjem
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University’s Costs of War project. Now, with the Taliban taking back control of the country, it has made
the entire conflict pointless.
The similarities between the Vietnam war and the Afghanistan conflict are almost one to one. In
Vietnam, we fought, and many civilians and U.S. troops died, only for the U.S. to quickly withdraw out
of the country after a long public outcry. Later, North Vietnam invaded and took the capital of South
Vietnam in record time after the U.S. troop withdrawal, arguably making the entire war pointless. Kabul
has become Biden’s Saigon, despite how fiercely he defends his decision.
The Taliban has made a few promises after taking over in the first news conference on August 17th,
2021 in Kabul. The Taliban’s main spokesman Zabinhulla Mujahid sought to calm fears of what a
Taliban-controlled government would look like. The main issue on the table is women's rights. Mujahid
said the government would respect the right to work and study and be active in society “but within the
framework of Islam,” which is the dogmatic way to say that women will have very little and limited
rights based on the strict conservative Islamic reading the Taliban believes. We have yet to see any
female-filled positions in the new Taliban government -- I would not hold my breath to see one any time
soon.
It is possible that Biden’s Presidency will be riddled with the consequences of his decision that seem to
have doomed Afghanistan to another Islamic Conservative government that limits all forms of human
rights, especially women’s rights. This resulted from the withdrawal of American troops and has caught
the world’s attention. Specifically, the People’s Republic of China has cast its eye on the region. Whether
or not Afghanistan becomes another target of China’s continuous neo-colonial agenda remains to be
seen. The fate of Afghanistan is now foggier than it already was. Whether the country remains united, or
falls apart, or falls into huge debt to China, Biden started this situation with his quick and sudden
withdrawal. The full repercussions in Afghanistan and on world politics have yet to be fully seen.

https://www.thepacifican.com/opinion/gnpuedo59x5ln7ecm2dwxwe1kmrjem
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