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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

*Art " besides being art, "1s also philosophy," Aldous ~

Huxley says 1n Vulgarity 1n Literature. Throughout the

sight of this dictum. Fis philosophy has ever formed an ;'.'
bintegral part of all that he has produced, and- especially
has 1t been basic in his novels.

Because of the 1mportanoe of phllosophy to Huxley, the

i'artist, I have aimed in this study at following the course

‘of his changing philosophye I have tried to present Huxley
‘rin his early years advocating a philosophy of meaningless~
ness and then, after becoming dissatisfied with such an
~‘1nterpretation of life,. evolving ‘a kind of pseudo-humanis-
tic theory which he later discarded in faver of a mystical

1nterpretation of the universe.

In addition to showing the Mwhat! of Huxley's philosophy,

‘I have attempted to search out 1ts "whys" as well., I have .

held his theories up,to the light of the socielogical baoke

ground of his times7and tovthe light of his own persohality.'.fo
. That 1s, T have decided that the philosophy to which he holds o

and has held is subject to the dictates of social change and

e‘te the dictates of his own nature.
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CHAPTER I

THE HUMAN VOMEDY

« o« oI had meant to write the phrase "the Human
. Comedy", but, by a happy slip, 1 gut my finger on
- the letter that stands next to "C" on the univer-
88l key=~board. When I found that I had written
the "Human Vomedy." Was there ever a criticism of
life more succlnet and expressive? To the more

- sensltive and queasy among the gods the last few o
‘years must indeed have seemed a vomedy of the first C
ordere. : :

Between the years 1920 and 1925 Aldous Huxley wrote

'  three novels and hosts of essays in which he devoted hime

- which so‘many‘peOple, actually most peopls, aspire really ls.

self exclusively to presenting the emetic qualities‘of o
that peridd."His first novel, Crome Yellow, strikes at

‘the essentiala of what all the writers of the perlod were

sayiﬁg and of what he himself continued to say for the

next'féw'yeara with variations on the detalls. Here the

reader 1s made to realize just how nauseating the 1life toward -

'Here the full impact of the futllity of 1l17e dawns upon
~ons when he 1s struck by the'fact that hia ultimate goalsgf'

| the ends towards which he struggles wlth every effort of his

wlll, are only chimaeras, almost totally valueless, The :

sophisticated 11ife, the artistic 1life, the life of almost un-

1 Aldous Huxley, On the Margin, 80,
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~ limited leisure, the 1life in which all whims can be bétisfied

is only one that 1s conducive to. boredam and dissatisfaction.

The device Huxley uses in Crome Yellow is an old one,

one that was used by Thomas Love Peacock with not 1ndifferent

‘success and by Norman Douglas to advantage and by nnmbers of

writers who viewed life ironically as Huxley does in this o

ngngleﬁ;ﬁn;lgx_carhgg§_$gggthen_afmngungw nltivated.

v L= Iubiind

1eisured'Englishmen; the elect of God and Mammon, so that

thoy might disport ﬁhemselves conversationally and sexually

' 1n»the most vomic of fashions. But tha vomedy of 1t all is
'only implicit in the actions and conversatlons of the charac~‘

"ters 1nvolved. Huxley 1njects no commenh en hig characters

- 1nto Crome Yellow. He lets them talk and act, and invariably"
 they do so much to thelr own disadvantage,'tolﬁheir disédVénf
" tage, since they‘are'satirical figurés. Mnry'Braéegirdie,
 _ Mr. Scogan ‘and Denis Stone are presented much more in the
. round, much more believably than Peacock's equally sat1r1~
L f;bcal Mr. Escot, the "deteriorationist", Mr. Foster, the "per-
" fectibilian" and Mr. Jonkison,-the "statumqnoaite" Though

the people in Headlong Hall were created for mnch the same

purpose as Huxley's charactgrs 1n Crome Yazlow were, thev
"are primarily embodied ideas and.nothing more._ In spite of
| :_,the fact that Huxloy emphasizes the ridiculous aspects of
'his characters' nature in this novel, hils characters are on  ' m
i tho ihole quite believable, 1iving and breathing people._ 
Here at Crome they congregate 80 that they might put i

behind them one more deadly week or soj here the boredom might jﬂj§f 7



not be so:excruciating,'here the new excitement;“the_ﬁew‘ai—‘

 version might by some faint chance be found at 1est9‘eBut7ef,
‘course 1t isn't, Of course it is just as_dullfeS’cvcryﬁether

~ holiday has been and as every holiday in the future'will ﬁcet -;f

probably be. Here, one finds those who populate The Spur and

Town and Ceuntry, thcse whom one admires most, those after

91 IR R 1)

T

1
|

'the bettering of life were manifold. People were being

N whem one trles to fashion one's own pathetic 1ittle existence.
" The reader 1is privileged to examine a typical week 1n their
” ;‘11fea, a week of relaxatien in which the duties of businessv”

: ehave been forgotten so that they: may do what they most delight '

"*1n doinge»nothing, as 1t turns outs There is a good deal ef

talk, some halfdhearted flirting and a seduction. But ﬁhat 1ec'

’;all that happens, and that doesn't really matter.w

There are several strings to this fiddle of" Huxley's that vvw

= . plays but the two tunes, boredom and futility, futility and
‘fe.boredom. The first ene, the one on which he plays the mest
| t,ﬂrequently, is concerned with sclence and that fieldfs ac= -
.cempanying evils. It has become an age of ie#enticn rathef e
cﬂ'than of discover' 1t has become an age in which the acquiring

_of comfort and as many diversions with the expense of as

1ittle effort as possible is the.goal. The futility ef-a

 science which can make people only ccmfortable, give them'ff“'
‘faster means of transportatien and the ultimate 1n plumbing

- and still make no one the happier was- pathetic to hhm. .,v"

The ramifications of sclence's uselessness in regard te

) 1.11”1“,.1;
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lulled into unthinking stupldity. The new gadgets had gradusle
1y removed all necessity for thinking, in fect, made the

- thihking processes atfbphy.v No longer deslrous 6f’using‘the‘

brain or even able to ‘use 1t, man was gradually a1Jow1ng
"science to encroach on his last domaﬂn, on the domain of his

- animality. Mr. Scogan, a a dinner~table philosopher and an

_overpowering bore, said of this facts RETEE ~" T AR -

'?With the'gramophone, the cinema, and the automatic T
~pistol, the goddess of Appllied Sclence has presented '~ = .
the world with another gift, the more preclous even : o
~ than these~-~the means of dlssoclating love from propa= -~ L
-gations Eros, for those who wish it, 1a now an en=- : : '
: tirely free gods his deplorable assoclations with Lucina
' may be broken at wills In the course of the next few Lo
'~ centuries, who knows? the world may see n more cogplete O
severance. I look forward to 1t optimistically. S -

:*»Sexual promiscuity in 1ts freest possible aqpects, conducive
  .5,on1y to the boredom of satliety was looked ferward to by the
‘short-sighted Mr. Scoganvwith delight. Huxleyamakes liﬁtle '
‘ ;ob§ious:attemp£ at presenting any explicit irony‘about'Mr.jt
| Scégaﬁ. The reader 1s intended to grasp 1t of himself, e

without any dependency upon the author. if he doesn't--well,

CTENeE

YISO 1 STNETL 1. T T Y . - LTI L S R ! I PRI

1t 1s just too bade | 1
' Sometimes, just’ to make 1t a little more difficult for i
~'the reader, Mr. Scogan is permitted to say aomething with

:' ih1ch Huxley ardently agrees, 1s permitted to act as another

"one of the strings on Huxley's fiddle. Huxley has alway31 ,‘

_desired to break down the'puritannical tabus regarding sex

© 2 Aldous aniey5 Crome Yellow, 49. '_ﬂ e e  Jﬂff*j¢fﬂ




‘which, he feels, have smothered and stultified thefﬁnglish

and the American people for generatiehe. 'Puritanismvwaeebeing_
 broken>down, buteanley didn't approve of the'pafticﬁlafeturn
the desired frankness was taking. He aajs through’ the mouth’
of Mr. Scogant | )

"The refiction, when it came==and we may say;rough1y that '
it set in a 1lttle before the beginning of this century=--

the resctlon was to openness, but not to the same openness
as had reigned 1ln the earller ages. It was to a sclen=~
tifle openness, not to the jovial frankness of the past,
that we returned. Earnest young men wrote in the public
prints that from thls tlme forth 1t would be 1mpossib1e :
ever agaln to make a joke of any sexnal matter. Profes-
sors wrote thick books in which sex wrs sterilised and
dissected. It has become customary for serious young
women, like Mary, to discuss, with philosophic calm, mate
ters of which the merest hint would havs sufficed to
throw the youth of the gsixtles Into a dalirium of amorous -

 excitement. It 18 all very estimable, no doubt. But

. 8t111"--Mr, Scogan sighed--"I for one should like to see,

- mingled with this sclentifle ardour, s Tittle more of

the jovial spirit of Rabelaie and Chaucere®

v'fThe road toward'gn uninhibited attitude regerdingVSex hed’
forked et the time when sclence had made its eppearence. From”
- hee1§hy; vigorous lustiness the ﬁOrld had turhed instead |
toward cold, scientific detachment. | \

oIt 1s silly to refer to man as a reasoning being, aince
1t is no longer possible to appeal to him through the 1ntel-
lect. He says,

- It 18 humilieting to find how impetent unadulterated R

sanity is. Sanity, for example, informs us that the enly B

way in which we can preserve clvilization 1s by behaving
"~ decently and intelligently. Sanlty appeals and argues;

our rulers persevere in their customary porkishness, while Jffhfi* 

3 Tbid., 151.
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we acqulesce and obey. The only hope 1s.a maniscal B
crusade; I am ready, when it comes, to beat a tam- 3
bourine with the loudest, but at the sime time - I
shall feel a little ashamed of myself. v

The air, such as 1t 1s at Crome, 1s strangély foetid, as 1s
‘the alr of modern soclety itself.» Borédom is:a static,
sterlle attitude, and that 1s the prevalling state of mind

not;nn]v,ah,ﬂnamavbntﬁgxerywhenﬁ.

fmekhywmﬂmm&mmMW - "éi

people had entertained themselves; they did morris dances

A.on the village green, sang madrigals as they satbaround the _: u 'ﬁ
fire of a wintef'é e#ening,'danced and sang ﬁiﬁh skiilrahd‘ |

~ creatlve power. They had béen dependent iipon no one except
‘themselves for ehtertaimment. The air had been clear and re-

freshihg'theh. Now all that was changed, and the villain

4 - "Sclence" was to blame. The peasants in Crome Yellow are

‘strangely different‘from,their ancestors of Elizabethan ~ ' E
- times. A group of the guests at Crome were walkinquOWn‘the

road.,

At the first stile a group of village Lioys, Tovtish ol -
young fellows all dressed in the hideosns 111=fitting —
black which makes a funeral of every Enslish Sundey R e
and holiday, were assembled, drearily guffawing as : e Ee
they smoked thelr cigarettes. + othey had nothing, . E
nothing except Mr, Bodiham's forbidding Boy's Club and ‘ =
the rare dances and: concerts organised by himself, L
Boredom or the urban pleasures of the county metro- R e
polls were the alternatives that presented themselves

to these poor youths. Country pleasures were no more. o0

4 1pid., 228,
- B 1p14., 182.




""*”*—*ue*uesxreu;*uxx‘tnun"’ uld possibly b ‘éﬁteiératéd, since a

‘ 7
" If the simpler, more unsophisticated members‘of s6ciQty\hgd
| lost their creative 1ﬁpulses, what had happened to those who

- were fortunate enOugh'to be scéially acceptable to the Wim=-

. bushes at CromeT Huxley draws a very dlscoursging pidturo;on: 

that scoree. To bé a clever artistic fake,'to be‘noﬁhihg

more than a lively, amusing dilletante was all that was tn

P ] % % L“‘..j. -

T

really serious artist would be anything but amusing.' So 1t
| :was quite unnecessary for anyone to cultivate his native
~ talents boyond a slightly disguised mediocrity._ If the piano-
“playing were fortisaimo enough, if the painting were sym~ |
vbolical enough, if the art were pyrotechniaal enough as to

~ ¢olor and even remotely 1n tune wiﬁh the aceepted artistic
. fashions of the moment,‘then that was all that»could.be de=
sireds The person who could do ell of these things in addi~

tlon to possessing skill at the art of love, ability at
extemporaneous versiryingiand-coﬁld read paims as well ﬁés
mhply equipped to frequent the best'3061et§;. |

_ Curiously enough there is no alternative to’the‘aéticns
’vof thd people at Crdme. Huxley deplores their existenees and
feverything they stand for. He disapproves of the way they

waste,their time., He fears the factors responsible for such

" a situatlion, fears science, the loss of values and the ever- |
" encroaching 1ndustrialiam. He hates it 1ntensely, as hia |

contempt for the figures in Crome Yellow will readily testify,a

but he doesn't quixotically desire ‘any return to ‘the past andf

;
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“’3

~doesn't see much hope 1n the future for a solution that could

'be acceptable. One of Huxlev's characters in Crome Yellow'~

' savs, "It's futile to comp]ain that thinps are as they are."6

That 1ls the tone of the entire book. Futility. Despair.

Until 1925 there 13 hardly a character that deviates tov -

any merked di egree [rom the pattern set—fe

tion in Crome Yellow. ﬁe could snécrcat Mr. Scocan for makinp';

‘“c an inventory of the world's existing horrors, for savinp,;"

’ "People are being crushed, slaqhed dtw@mbowllad,manpled.‘.’ el By
Screams of paln and fear go pulsing through the alr at I
“the rate of eleven hundred feet per second. After tra-
" veling for three seconds they are perfently Anpudible. s
- These are distressing facts:; but do we enjoy 1life anx the, e
- leas because of them? ‘Most certaﬁnlv wa do Noe o .,‘ ERa :

‘:cTBut one can.hardlv say that this vomic ranption to Mp.-
“Scogan 's attitude is more than faintly nnwitive 1n combnt~

'“cﬁing the situations Not only was he sna&v’ng at Mr. Sconan,

. but hé wés also'sneering at himself, at hwu.own 1nabilitv Ho s ;nf1i;

:'do anythinv more than express an utter A w;ninn fov the so- o

ciety about him, more than laugh.at it gep nnicallv without

. the faintest hope that his 1aughing might bring about anv change. s
~ In Crome Yellow, then, Huxley's flddle played the ridicu-'~»~

j»f lously mlcabre tune{of ‘the hcpelessness of man'a position~1n.c o

8 1bid., 228,
7 1pid., 158.




“'hﬁﬁﬁﬁafﬁaieﬁeﬁiifb1v111zaﬁlon wWas on nne ski

Ly
tho mederﬁ'werld. Sdience had reduced meﬁ‘to‘ﬁhe-place}where ,,
7_‘«he vas merely an animal--and not 8 very good anlmal either. lu.'
- Sclence had not fulfilled 1ts early promise. Though 1t had
";fmade 1ife more comfortable by means of 1ngeniously eontrivedrf:
‘ig,gadgets, 1t had not made man the happier. The reverse had

eeecurred-~everyone was being forced 1nto a doldrum of futility e

wk 4-;,;’, .

Yellow 1s eertainly & "Human Vomedy .

! 1f euch is the case in Huxley's flrst novel, 1t 1s even R o
Qemore definitely S0 1n the second, Antic ~_x ' Here the pace,ﬁb g
'ffgf;has been quickened and intensified, however. Hefe the bered~.

'?jfi;are even more hysterically bored. The frustrated go into- .

5llparoxysms~ef-lmpotent self-pity. The social-butterfllee-flit"l

’uever more closely to the flame of self-destructien. Success

lff;lig an tmpossibility, defeat a certainty. ALl thia 1s dene with
"_l*”a polished self-asaurance that the firat, somewhat sophomoric
:fl;7snovel lacked. The reader gets the fmpression that this 1s the s
“”i7l ultimate in sophistlcation, that here is a wealth of the =

””brightest, cleverest, most pointless chatter ever written. ,;:

fi,An ‘added facility of style and plot-construction makes Antic

g ‘lx a much better book that its predecessor. . And this 18‘=‘

in the face ef the fact that here one encounters the same ;ff

vtheme, treeted 1n somewhat the same manner as the ene 1n

wlﬁt’creme Yellow.‘ Though there is conaiderabla evidence of

felevldence of any philosophical develepment here.¢ He 1s

E“Vsaylng 4in the essentials what he sald in Crome Yellow, but he-fe*”"e”’*
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development in Hu]_eyts techniqua :!.n this book, there 15 1ittle_; : :



, , 10,
is saying 1t better.

- bear another moment of the weary grind that teaehiﬁg schoe1 ﬁ

has become for him. The necessity of grading one more packet
o er papers like the one on the Rieergimento in which the ‘
f"etudents regurgitate what the master has forced»down‘their e_¢

Theodore Gumbril finds that it is impossible for him to

1
|

:WTTCH£ﬁ  e

CHETETIT

LTRSS

vreieéting*threutefie‘app‘*"ng to hime So ne gives up"his

'jeb to live on the plttance of three hundred poinde e year

':.;_'deale with Gumbril's amorous adventures in London, emorous
‘,‘adventuree requiring that he wear & false beard and padded
; _overcoat in order to disguise his—"native mildness"; 80 that
" he can appeer to be a ruthless, daehing roue, eo that he can ,

o beeome the "Complete Man".

' socially elect of London. His friends are critics, painters,
'epoets and revolutieneries. They are typﬁca! of the Londen B

cafe society ef the times and similar In many respects to
: efe'ieeried of it all. It is almost too much of a bore for

'»:, There is Myre Viveaeh, one of the most bored creatures 1n all
 1iterature. She inveriably epeaks "as theugh ‘wholly preoc~
"_cupied with.oxpiring"§ as "though she were worehipping ‘the
8 Aldous Huxley, Antic Hay, 251.

¢
L]

that his Aunt Flo has left him. The novel, for the most part;

Gumbril travels in the eeciety of the 1ntellectually and

. the guests at Crome. Here, in Antie' 8y, hee, the characters " 

them to seek after the new thrill--it wouldn't turn ®wp anyway.,v“‘

r
t




11
almighty and omnipresent Nil."?. Wheﬁ-she is surroundéd by
 her usual cluster of admirers she fee1s she wahts,sdlitude
and when she finally has the liberty she'formebly felt she ”
needed, she cannot bear to be alone. Quite'the.whole of con¥"
temporary soclety sﬁffers from the same thing'that bothers

her: ". . .we build bandstands and factoriess « " on the

_get’ the best of one, neverl Never should one tolerate for a

minute Anything but whizzing and banging and éiénging”in"bhé!s7-'

life. When quiet, time for reflection 1s thrust upon you,

- Huxley says, you must

quickly, before - it is too 1ate, start the factory whaels,
bang the drum, blow up the saxophone. Think of the
women you'd like to sleep wilth, the schemes for making
money, the gosslp about your friends, the last outrage-
of the politliclans. --Anything for a dlversion. Break the
silence, smash the crystal to pleces. ‘here, 1t lies in
blts; 18 1s easlly broken, hard to bulld up and easy to
break. o : :

Like Myfa, eachvmember of society,'with @very_paSSing,yeaf, v. ;
| "gets bored with another of the old thinrs,"  Life has become i
hard for the one who can onlv look back nawhalgtoallv to the
days when things were new, when there waqn't ‘this all-pervading g

boredom. “With Myra they say.

"And wine: I used to think Orvieto so heavéhly. ,But?j
this spring, when I went to Italy, it was  just a bad

9 1p1d., 232.
10 1pid., 202.




"5Hay, just as he was. in Crome Yellow, Huxlev 1s disgusted with

12

muddy sort of Vouvray. And those soft caramels . they’
call Fiats; I used to eat those t111 I was sick. T
was at the sick stage before I'd finished one of them
this time in Rome. . .Disillusion after d*sil]usion nll

 0ne can never»recapture the old thrills;'not by'chasing after
'fthemp at any rate. 8o what is to be done about 1t ai1°'-'.¥‘ ’ *’:> o
. Huxlev doesn't know, ‘or at least he doesn't tell one here. Not

thaxﬁh,;hg a_to ﬁnﬁﬁnonnac'  destructive critioism hes 1ts place.‘

Huxley only erlains what the condition 1se He can put 1nto the

‘mouth of one of his characters the. following word3°- "Ideals-- FNJVi
they're not sufficlently genteel for you civilised young men.i

- You've ‘qulte outgrown that sort of thina. No dream, no re=

: 1ipion,[no moralitv."l2 Love has become mere. lnqtn-the'pross 1w

‘[i'

I
‘\

 satisfving of mere pnssion. Somewhﬁre, somphow one mipht find:

AR

”fhe'meaning,lthe-significance behindfit all. But‘the effort B

“one would need to expend would’be’too ?réat' hardi# wath’itw
 ‘rea]1y--and 1t, too, wou]d quite ]1kelv be borﬁnpl L

. How ridiculous humanity 1is. What 1t ohOUld 1ndulge in
13 mass svicide, in order to relieve 1tse’l ¢ of the trouble

vit has become. One oP jts moqt ridicu]ov- wspects 18 the

_'frenzv'with which 1t promotes scientific r@qearch. In A j

,the modern trend in sotence. To whaf purpose does humanity
encourage sclence, Huxley asks here. Is 1t s0 that haDpinesS . ; ,4A -
can some day be secured for all? Is 1t so thet meaning for e
éxistehée can.be -fpund?- Hafdly.--Purposeless,vextravagentlyf,,

11 1p1d., 224, | | S T

12 1pra., 63.



eSotefic experiments are performed in the laboratories;' |
Solentists are continually busying themselves making cages

full of rats healthy on rich milk and then, like fates,

-glving the rats cases of dlabetes, seemingly out of sheer .

perversity. Healthier man might become, but happler? Not
by these methods alone certainly. At least not by Shear-
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sclentist who permits himself to be pla#ed in a box, on a
bteycle, so that he might pedal until he drops.
"Pédal, pédal,_pedal; « oHe must,ha%e traveled the equi-
valent of sixty or seventy miles thils uitarnoon. He
~would bes ¢ enearly at Harwlch, pedalllns through the = _
green and golden valleys where Constabls used to paint-"15
But he isn't, He is fight there in his box 1htent1y going
nowhere;'juSt so that the quantity 6f sweal that drops ffbm
hls weﬁribd brow might be measured. ﬁill man,‘Huxley'askg
again'and agaln, be made the happler by knaw&hg how much |
Shearwater;sweat in his 1ittle hot-box in the year of oﬁr
Lérd 19227  The answer, Huxley is affaid, wuab bé Nol Civi*
lization; like sclence, 1s.going nowhere and going thére fést.
It 1s sad that nothing can be done about 1t. |
All that Gumbril can think of doing 1s to eseape. To

- leave England and get away from it ell, to gét'aﬁay from -
‘this maddening round of nothings, that was his solutlon. -
While teaching unwanted facts to the stupid children of thej_ 

13 Ibld., 345.
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bourgeoisie was bad enough, this vain search for pleasure

and relief from the ennul of modern city 1life was, 1f possible,

‘worse. He had to get away, had to leave England..

Hﬁxley, in his third novel, Thbée'BgrrénjLeQVQS, uses

Italy for his 1ocalo; Here'one’meets the gay, Sophistieatéd,

artificial specimens of Mrs. Aldwinkle's merciless lion-'

uumbrli escaped E'*this pseudo-cosmopalitan
but thoroughly English atmosphere, it could hardly be expec- - | 'i?;
ted that he would have found much change over his former life.,»
For here there is bright, brittle talk on an amazing range of %**
o intellectual topics; here everyone pretends to vast knowledge
‘of art and literature and philoscphy; here it is that the N & ' =
" ultimate truths behlind the universe might be disclosed. At |

A} P gt

W”

'\l

1east this 1s what Mrs. Aldwinkle hopes from her selected

 circle of individuals. Mrs. Aldwinkle hardly dares even to
go tovbed at night untll everyone_élse 1s safely betweén the

sheets for fedr that someone might say "the one supremely

important, revealing, apocalthic thing that she had been
’ waiting all her life to hear."14

The party includes a much more wordy, pompous and ob~,’

noxious version of Crome Yellow's Mr. Scogan, a Mr. Cardan.;

He is a whole card-index of multitudes of unrelated topicss_i
" "He holds forth until everyone present 1s either stupified with
boredom or furlous at being unable to break into the unbearable‘

monologues. Another of the guests is the clever Mary Thrip-

14 Aldous Huxley, Those Barren Leaves, 7l




low, a lady-novelist whose writing is always misunderstood.
She is eupremely inconsistent. Never she display any depth of
‘ feeling, even to hers®lf. She is quite incapable'of'feeling
any way but that which she would suppose to be either the
cleverest or the most attractive. There are several other

eatelites, the insipid Lord Hovendon, who lispe and plays at

16

aving & soclal-consclo

Gumbril might have come seeking his escape, But in his place
- there 1s an equally bored;}more truly sophieticated and .

eatiated'individnal nemed Calemys He, too, has beoome‘tired
1ﬁef the ceeseleeeerundiof pleasures, He, too, 1s seeking

relief from the boredom of modern 1ife. Ha 1istene to Mr;
He listens, too, to the tired‘cynicisme of Franeis Chellifer,

with the precepts of a hedonistic philosopkw and sees how

k||

_unsucceSeful it 1s in making 1life bearablen.

'_ These people think it is abeurd to feel that because,

'for instance, mothers love thelr offspring and eoldiers

will fight for their flag, hnmanity, ‘then, can be viewed -

 similar assurances to the effect that we tend‘to.be‘eguellj

R who is intent upon uplifting the underdog--including Mr. Falx.i.'
- It is to this selected group that it 1s conceivable that'

Cardan's opinionated remarks on hie mater*olistic philosophy. '

another gueet. He watches those about him liVe’in accordence~b

._optimietically. These are merely assurancee of the fact that SRS

we tend*to be falrly satisfactory animals. 'But-ere there_any f

| succeseful as human beings, that we show anydetidenéé‘af'hnmanrjj?
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“sapience? The multitudes of "horrors and squalors arise from

men's lack of‘reason-~from»their.failuré to bs’completely'énd |

sapientlv'human’"15 and there hardl# seems to bé’énv signjof

there ever being a verv widespread use of man's reason, at

'1east according to Chelifer's way of thinking.rlib_

The prevalling attitude 1s to forget the troubles 1n ﬁhe

world, to forget, if- possible, that the lower classes exist.

{

. When the evils of 1ndustr1al exploitation force thsmselves‘

a~

s9< upon ths attention of'the intentionally,heedlsss,,he may allay
1;Jﬁhat.twinges~sfvsocial consciouSness'he may héVe”"by sub-i' &
‘ssfibing-tovSettleménts‘in the slums, or buildihg. e o8 quite .-

>ffssuperflﬁousynumber of whité-tiled 1avatdrj&s'for'the'ﬁorkérSoﬁles:

The middle classes, as a whole, despiss and distrust

ithe classes beneath them.: The compacent bnvgesses are not.'

| ‘izlquite as complacent as thev once were. They are~afraid.that-"
'v7thsir positions of,precarious_seenrity_mighg‘bs nsurped by
 the ever~ensroaching‘wofkers}.’Ths~bcﬁrgeéisis‘isnacﬁﬁsliy
y_mﬁch wdrSQ_dff‘thsn the pbor; for;ﬁhom.sﬁw% contempt 18 sﬁown;:'_{msg
- j;it has more to lose. The upper middle=clas: has heard of art
.'VMihéreas fhe poor have nots itvvénefates”a%% hecsﬁSG snbh'sénsrsf‘s

| 7},tion 1s comme 11 faut and because art has a verv pleasant

 commercial value. While the bourgeois 18 so near to what evi--
dence thsrs‘is of man's snperiority, ‘man's grsatestsstrengtheef';}:

s his'cspacitylfdr 1rfelevahce; thefsbility tolprsduce,sﬁSt.}'i“

S 18 Ibid., 106,
"'_16 Ibid., 43. |
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VV:Paul'svorva‘sistine”Chapel, 1t ignores ﬁhét'evidéhéé;maﬁ o
far as possible, éallsyit:"very‘nice".and:asks,'nWh;tfhaé;~.
1t to do with me?" IR R

One can rub hia nose in all the unpleasantness in the
};'world, he can make himself even more unhappy than 1s neces-

| Tsary if he wishes to, by taking it all seriously.f "Fools;

do not perce1ve that the ® 13 a rarcei"Tney are the:

" mest blessed. Wise men perceive 1t and take pains not to

. think abbut it. fherein lies their wisdom. . N7 But this'f

':does not satiafy Calamy. He has been ignoring all the evils-
.in the world for years.v But where has it got him? Is‘he‘any

 'f:the leas bored, any more satisfled with his existence? No,

 of courae hs 1an't. "All his time has been snent in groups»

\3 “,,such as this one of Mrs. Aldwinkle's, in satisfying himself

‘,aexua11y~—his favorite 1ndoor sport, a game at which he has‘*

|  1become very proficient through the years.:.ﬁight now this
_Mary Thriplow 1is flaunting her charms before him. He 1shft

. in 1ove*with her.  He knows ﬁhat. ‘And ahy%my,ki

It was a waste of time and there were othar things far B
more important to be done, to be thought aboute Other -

things. They loomed up enormously behind the distrac-‘,”,.;mr

: ting bustle of life, silently on the further side of
" the nolse and chatter., But what were they? What was
their form, their name, their meaning? Through the :
‘fluttering vell of movement it was impossible to do -~ -
- more than dimly guess; one might as well try to look
~ at the stars through the London smoke. s +The only
~sensible thing to do was to go on in the usual way and

w1gnore the things outside the world of noise. That was‘vp“f g

Y Ibid., 352,

I
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what Calamy tried to do. But he was conscious none
the less that the things were still there. They
were stlll calmly and immutably there, however much

he mlght agitate himself and d1q+raoted1y nretend
to 1gnore them,18 ‘ _

What can he do? Thinking things through in this atmosphere‘
is really impossible. Watching Mrs.'Adeinklé s undisenised

efforts at luring Chelifer, 1jsten1nv to Lord Hovendon'e"

LlSp and Mre Carden's interminable philoso phii’ w—a

H»
)
py
o

to be unbearable. Possibly it would be worth the while to
make a real effort to concentrate on thekimportant»things he

felt might exist bﬁt of the nature of-which he wasn't certain,

"If I could free myself, " he thought, "T cou]d anelv
do somethings nothing useful, mno doubt, in the Hrs
"dinary sense, nothing that would partienlarly profit
other people; but something that for ma would be of
the last importance. - The mystery floabts just above me.
If I were free, 1if T had time, 1f I conld think and
think slowlyi slowly learn to plumb the silences of fha
spirit. o

something might come oflit. This feeling_ef achingvfrusér“
" tration might be lost. The meaning might a-pesr at last.
Some progress was made here aiong this line of fhinking,

progress 1nbsp1te of Mrs. Aldwinkle. Later he seys:

"It's extraordinary. o owhat a lot of different

" 'modes of exlstence a thing has, when you come to think
about it. And the more youn think, the more obscure
and mysterious everythlng becomes. What seemed :

- solid vanishes; what was obvious and comprehensible

. becomes utterly mysterious. Gulfs begin opening all

18 1p14., 207,
19 1p14., 285.




around you=~~more and more abysges, as though the
ground were splitting in an earthquake. It pives one
a strange sense of Insecurity, of being in the dark.
But I still belleve that, 1f one went on thinking
long enough and hard enough, one might somehow come

- through, get out on the other side of the obsacurity.
But 1n§8 what, preciselv Into what? That's the ques~
tion. SRR :

Others had thought things through to what they‘considerea-

LI [ TR L1641 B NIRRT 1) ]

“inquiring what's underneath.

_to be.the'énswer. Isanc Newton could hardly be called a

fool, and he had turned mystlc. No, it wasn't the Fools who

became mystlcs. The.fools are the ones who ‘take for granted -
that sbout the world which seems to be inexplicable. They

Mgkate about cheerfully on the surface and never think of

n2l

There was but one thing to do, he devided and that was

to get away from here. He knew 1t'now, knew that he must

‘thinkvit through. He gathered together gome of his ‘eftects,
~left the babbling,sophisticgtes behind bhim and climbed up a
_nearbyvauntain,,in order to getlﬁo the béttom.of’thihqs,
“alone; unhampered by fhe Mary Thripleows ns 1eftfbelow; ‘
Is_there‘much hope of hils discoverins &nything? 7Huk1ey 1s

afrald thot there isn't a great deal. The flesh is weak. And

Calamy has shown but 11ttle that wonld qualify him for the

life of the ascetic. - But there,-at the end bf ThoseiBarfen ;

Leaves, the reader 1eaves him tvying to discover the mysteries -

of the universe.

Calamy 1s the first of Huxley'SICharacters;to becbme 

20 Tbid., 363.

21 pid., 309.
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"ﬁ,even thie optimietic. And one could hardly call this very
 optimistic, after all. Calamy vas practically~d00med to

feilure, but he had, hewever, given the matter scme ccnsidera-

tien, which 1s more than one can’ say for anyone in Crome

.,Yellow. Everyone in that novel took it for granted that life'
- was just bering and futile. ‘In Antic H ’z, as we have seen,f

there was a slight, ver very slight change from this attitude. It

Ll

k1|

) ilp

[

’ “was cenceivable to - Gumbril ‘that there might be eome meaningfr-

| f*te existence, but he felt that any meaning that might existhh

T'f;fis £oo over-laden with imponderable difficultles o make &
- seavch for them anything but quixotice

Though there are theee slight variations in Huxley'e L

feiview of life in this first period of his, be remains on the

whole fundamentally futilitarian. His phileeophy until thehv

| middle twenties follows one orbit with an infinitesimal, very E

'*?~h,gradual shifting awey from a philosophy of utter despair. e
‘riThe shifting is there, but 1t becomes almo;b unapparent beneath

'“a.;-the-welter~of vomic characters and situetione which he’presente

v:;in Those Barren Leaves as well as in Crome l@llow and. Antic‘

“”‘vlggz. One can say, therefore, that Huxley‘r first writings are
| 'c’futilitarian in attitude. - : |

w

_ Huxley was not alone among the members of post~war society fi“V'H
 to feel that everything about 1ife was futile.- The outlook
'.that he expressed was typical of that which had gripped the

5 greater part of the world. There have been periods in which

:
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militent disapproval of the ovils,of the times has been the

- key-note; there have been times when & cowed,bending to the
inevitable was1widespfoad} But Post-war futilitarianiem stands
unligue in the iorld’s history as a period inowhich’sterile,
unavailing lassitude took over the keenest of social critios;
the most alert of commentators.

o all . Antents and p posesgix—was~af%assi%ﬁde;%hat

general tendency of those who wrote in the years 1mmediately

"~ followlng the war was,towardva criticism of artistie, econo-

7'7‘mic‘ahd cultural trends which accompanied the 1ndustrializa-

},tion and nationalization of Western clvilization. Fundamon~
"»tally 1t had grown out of the critical attitudes of this
group's predecessors, out of the attitudes of men’suchras/
o“H.‘G. wolis ahd George Bernard Shaw. There had, however,
‘Tbéeﬁ a Shift from an examination of politieal evils with the
1htention of‘bringing about some change in the ekistingf85t~
up to a be~-walling of the evils which-accompaniod the growing
oprovincialiom,'the‘strossing of the profit~-motlve, the ma~
“tofialistio"ouﬁlook noticeable on every hahd, the‘stondardiov

'zation and petty rogulation imposed on everyone. These men

sub jected everything that came within their graap to e searching;

analysis, to be sure. But at the seme time they,wero;imbued

'vwlth 8 Spirit of hOpeleésness. With H.'L;,Mencken they "con-__",¢:f

atantly scoffed at any doctrine that offered a grain of hope'
i for mankind."22 If the writers of the period weren't really

22 Granville Hicks, 'The Creat Tradition, 210,

'o' gripped the world, albeit a rather analytic, probing one.f The
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disillusioned and frustrated, they at léaSt presented nQ 
alternative to the existing sltuations None of them betrayed
any confildence in a bettering of the world through their
 efforts as the writers of Shaw's generstion had. There were,

instance, T. S. Ellot and Norman Douglas, both of whose

writing at thls tlime showed obvlious disgust ﬁith man and the

: waa*eﬁidence of‘the scornful futility which was presentl
evarywheré at that time. Bdwin Arlington‘Robinsong “Amyu_'
‘Lowell and Carl Sandburg lapsed into pessimism", 23 Mencken,
Van Wyck Brooks, Lewls Mumford, John Dewey and Thorstein

' Veblen felt equally scornful.

This post=war futiliterianism was the'ldgiéal resuit‘of

’long‘yearés-posSibly as many as three hundred-¥of'gfadual'
moral disintegfation’and destruction of once uniVérsally
sccepted values. As féﬁ back as Isaac Newton the process was
wéll under way. Newton's cosmology was one in which man was

separated from the world and from the universe. . The world,
outside the human sphere, was concelved of m@chanisticélly

as a passive factor, pﬁt.there,for man's needs. Man, a

YO INTU R, | W OO TS e

>ratidna1 being, = being with a soul, stood eloof and uniqué‘in

the midst of a regularised outer-worlds Man was capable of
He was free from older moralities in which man, the world,
~ and the universe 1tself were the subject of the same Power.

23 1pid.

—————t

.plumbing.all natural laws and using them for hils own purposes.
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The idea of man as dlvorced from the natural world about
him, as the direct subject of God through his: reason, existed,

for all practical purposes as the accepted view of the uni-

" verse down until Darwin's time, While Newten had taken the'

world away from God'e jurlsdiction, Darwin took man down

- from nis exalted position at the center of “the world and made

J*‘him,aimply another animal, an animal that had triumphed over  ;‘w

"‘"the lower forms through Natural Selections Man, viewed in ;

5 the light‘of'Natural.Selectien, was'using.only that which wee“i .

 basteally a part of him when he acted unethically to better

‘1[”his own position. Thomas Henry HuXiey, the grandfdther of

'.Aldous Huxley, at this time aided in the’tearihg‘down of

f'previously approved basee for ethioal activity. 3ueh seemingv '

_ ly 1nnoeuous diversions as Thomas Huxley's appllcation of

| scientific method to the Bible which were designed to sweep :

: avay the assurance,that Moses wes the writer of the Penta-
‘~lteucheand with 1t the trust ih Christian theology as a-beeie“
~ for ecting'ethically, only assisted elvilivution onto the

e 'toboggan towards ultimate disillusionment. He_eeuld reagsure

3 everyone all he pleased. He could sayi

' Religion, at first independent of merality, gradually
took morality under 1ts protectlon; and the super- . .
naturalists have ever since tried to persuade mankind .

“that the existence of ethlcs is ‘bound up with that of

. supernaturalism. v . ,

I_am ‘not of that epinion. . .24.

‘24,Thomds Hﬁxiey; Selence and Christidn Tfedition,'sdo:f*7fz"'
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- But the insidious workings of this all-too-conclusive investi~

gation accomplished unintentioned ends in spite of his frantic

reassurances., Joseph Wood Krutch saye,of,Thomas,Huxley!s‘e=

activitieer

The generation of Thomas Henry Huxley, so busy with
“destruction as never adeguately to realize how much .

1t was destroying, fought with such zeal against

'c‘frightened conservatives that it never took time to ST

" do more than assert with some vehemence that all -

-~ would be well, and the generation that followed
‘either danced amid the ruins or sought by various -

f_compromiseszgo save the remains of. a few tottering
structures.

e ‘vThe:proceee'offdeStruction wae‘not completed bv‘ThcmaS'f{.f
 ;f.Hux1ey and"Charlee Darwin, heeever. They had reduced man to
 : an animal--physically speaking. In thelr timee there 85111
_-remained a lingering feeling that man han n soul and that that'v"
'isoul.is,noblg, But Freud. blasted man from this, his last

estige of nobility, his soul. He ‘helped in finishing thinge

7,off smoothly and finally by being 1nterprched as saylng that
',man is not only free from his conscience hvt obligated by

'the very nature of the fact that he is humqn to forget such

things 8s conscience, since thcy will only deter him 1n hie

”,struggle for eupremacy, will only make him repressed and un- QT

 :»25 Joeeph‘Wcod Krmhch; Modern»Temper, 23,'A




'healthy.25 Man came to be looked upon as little better

. pE’

than an animal in regard to the physical side of his nature
and also in regard to what he had been pleased to term hie
etiritual sides Man was left, intellectually at 1east,
witheut an orthedox religion, and, therefore, without what

""might be termed puritannioal ethles because of this inter-vt

H A

1L
e

pretation of rreud, Huxley ana Darw1n.

It would be impossible to attach any importance to a

..fimoral dieintegration such as this were 1t a thing of the ‘
‘femind alone without some discernable application to fact as
vlwell. The drepping one by ene of seemingly firmly entrenehed
‘;valuee had, to be eure, eccurred first in the theorles of |
‘i”philoaophers and scientists. But later, in the actions of
B ’k%individuals, greups ef individuals and still later in nations}
iiwgi‘themselves, the findinge of the philosephere found an ob=
:;V?figjeetive,reality. Manifestations of the fact that the pepu~
’*wiaeetiteeif was becoming aware of the outmededness of;acting_
.t”ﬁiiﬁ:waye that were formefly considered to be ethicaliy preseht
Tt7‘iﬁhemselves in 1aissez-faire economics, in inhumane colonisl

i explolitation and finally in the World War- iteelf.  Between

1914 and 1918 the struggle for survival teok over the thoughts

and aotions of neerly everyone in the "eivilized" world. VIn* _

’26 For an example of & statement of such an interpretation,

see Gerald Heard's Third Morality, page 56, on which he
- says that owing to Huxley, Darwin and Freud, "man's
- goul and the community were equally incapable of being

aims~~the one was a limiting illusion, the other only a-.,f}7“°i"

“means to his fulfilment."
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26
ternational anafchy bocame a fact; a fact condoned,bytthe 'i
re;igioua bodlies of tﬁe world‘and by the very motherS’of1the”
coming génefation themselves.. Slaughter, Fear, Greed,
Avarice became soclally accepted and necessary attitudes.27

It took g little whlle for disillusionment to set 1n, but
’not so long reallye. The more illusions one has, the more

5 the —Ampact © ha 811 of those illusions whon it

6.6 J..y J..n 0.
does happen.»"Darwinism ned been in existence but Y short

fifty years, and the teachings of Freud were still comparatively

"11 new, so that youths who had been conditioned in childhood by

".v1ctor1an‘complacenoy~and»good'Public School educations s t111
jﬂposseséed;illusions-fthough-they were illnﬁions‘onWhioh thoy
 sohet1mes taguoly'felt'bﬁt seldom acted or thought., ’So'ﬂaité
~ were>they-that 1t 1s almost unbellevable to-atgenération‘ t

reised on Hitlers, Mussolinls and Stalins that}a'young poet

could say in 1914:

L

Now, God be thanked Who has matched ug !n His hour, :
And caught our youth, and wakened »: from sleeping,
With hand made sure, clear eye, and shsriianed power,
- To turn, as swimmers into cleanness leaping, .
Glad from a world grown old and cold =il weary,
Leave the slck hearts that honour cousid not move,

e e e e e o~
’tBﬁt a short while’on war=-time gear cOnvinced'moSt that there

27 For remarks on the activities of the organized religions
at the Front, see C. E. Montague's Disenchantment, page
80, He speaks of the army chaplalins, in many cases =
minlisters who were not able to enlist desplte their .

physioal abilities, as "sheep that were not fed" . He saysfﬁf"'

that "They became more bloodthirsty than the men."

28 Rupert Brooke, Peace.
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wag no similarity between a Europe torn by conflict and "into
_cleanness leaping". Once the war was over, yhen'the immoral

peace had been made at Versa111es,-a peace that was:almost
Darwinian in 1ts exemplification of the theories of Natﬁréll'
_;Sélection, 1t was a little difficult to eipect;morélity to

be restoreds. The philosophical basis for acting morally had

for poste=war futilltarianism, for whaﬁ seemed to.be an'almost
,‘universal‘QCdeptance 6f a hedonistic philosophy; for sexunal,
'soclal and commerclal 1mmorality. o
Women who had been taking the men's placsas in fhe

business world found 1t more pleasant to continue in their
Jobs. ‘Womén acduired suffrage, began to smoke in public

in generai enjoyed an unprecedented freedoms. <They became the
mén's equals, became more and more cépable of beling inde~
pehdent of the gulding, protecting hand formérly supplied by
thé stalwart male, Chasﬁity was looked upon by many-in the
'j;llarge clties As becoming outmoded. The home and fireside
‘tended to-gi%e ﬁay to the studlo apartment with mald service.
The citles became crowded with jazz-mad disziples of Holly-
»wood, 21l out to make a little money on the market, have the
best possible time and make as many conquests Sexually as
time and opportunity would afford. When women left the-fife;_ 
side and tea»téble for bars and offices, morality's last -

stronghold found itself in a precarious position. ‘he time .

of the Fldpper’was fast approaching. The Jazz Age had-afrived'. '_
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in spirit, though it may have lacked a name. Morality based

(|

T
|
|

on a unlversally accepted set of values was'sweptpaway by '

e

years of sclentiflc lnvestigation and'by a1few‘hect1c years of

1T 000
I

1

life spent on war-gear,'years spent in putting to practice

I Y
ol

men

what the selentists had been spohsoring for years. Gerald

ol

Heard, a member of Aldous Huxley's generatioﬁ, a man who

Lz' : lived in an enviromment somewhat similer to Huxley's sees a situa-

e
E“i

|

CUNRE

tlon such as has just been described. He says that one could see

1

e o« othe individual becoming soft, hysterlical, or para=
lysed if he 1s tender, tough if he 1ls strong; tough
since he realizes that it 1s hls natural duty to get
all he can for himself because he 1s the final reality,
the only thing wholly real to himself; there is
nothing ahead for him when he 1s no longer able physi-
cally to enjoy himself and there 1s nothing above him

. in the whole universe-~he 1s the only creature which
understands and he understands the whole means nothing.,* 29
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‘Since others of Huxley s generation living in similar

|

\environments to his saw these things, one may hazard the

statement that a world the chief,characteristics of which
were futility, boredom, immorality, vulgarity and a loss of
o individuélity wés;vthen; no myth, no dre&tionvdf Hleey*s.
|  The world,abdut‘which he wrote was the onc he saw about him,

was the world in which he'lived. Others saw these aspects

}and wrotefhovels'using them as background. Not a11 of them
reacted to them in the ssme way that Huxley did, but nevertheg’ ff' —
less they all saw the same sprt of‘11fe‘aboutvth§m'th§tfone R

finds described in Huxley's éérly novéié;v,somé, liké Ndél : S

Coward, Alec Waugh and Michael Arlen, looked at what was

o 29'Ggrald-Heard, Third Morality, 59.




going on about'them;’put down’nhat‘they saw, and made'nOv
'cemment. Not all of ‘them looked at the world as though

it were something to make one retchs

The objective reality which furniShed the subjectumatter--v'”

£ of Huxley's novels cannot, however, explain his Special atti-.

‘tude toward that . reality which it was his problem as an

DU S . N

' artist'to portray.f The fact 1 that he Views nis cn acte

and his characters' aotiens ironically, the fact that Huxley lo_;i"fi
}:Et‘,intends his readers to reteh rather than be merely amused or
‘;feftitillated can be,more‘satisfactorily expleined”by knpwing:v.‘
i_i‘twhat kindfof early conditiOning prepared him for such an
4ii{?_attitude, what kind of a personality he possessed to make .

7i.Ayhim portray things vomically.

i ' There is some infonmation available on: Huxley's life
 that might be termed eignificant in finding reasons for -
v\i'the feeling of despair and distaste that prevails in hiS' '
first novels. He was born in 1894 into a perticularly in-.l
vtellectual and distinguished family. His wen a family to

which' geniuses were nothing at all new, It-wes‘a*family that,f g

was descended from geniuses, married geniuses and produced_.

‘more geniuses. Aldous' father was the son of Thomas Henryﬂ fi#.'ﬂ
'-:Huxley, the eminent Vietorian scientist. Aldous' mother n

- was ‘the niece of still another eminent Victorian, the tra{jffv e

ditionalist critic and poet, Matthew Arnold. Aldeus' fab ¥

:f}ather, Leonard Huxley, was the translator of Hausrath's Newff?

"}Testament, wrote, among other ‘things, the Life of Thomae

il,if; lex and was assistant to Professor Lewis Campbell at St. -Qi;,f,”' -



Andrews. He was related, too, to Mrs. Humphrey Ward. The L

intellectual heredity and environment that was to produce :d_

- Aldous Huxley was also to produce the biologist and writer,

iulien Sorrel Huxley, Aldous' older brother.

Aldous Huxley had, therefore, no lack of intellectual

| stimuli during his impressionable years. In a family or '

LI N 1 3 O

;writers, scientists and scholars sucn as his it- wouru*oe oniy

:‘:'” i

30
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:vrnatural for him to have had his tastes bent along intellectual,_t:
‘rlscholarly lines at an carly age. He was no doubt. encouraged
l‘:from childhood to think originally and renlistically in chan-'\
ji]nels that differed from those of his contemporaries.v Re= |
‘grettable and not imsignificant is the fach that he suffers .
_v'and seemingly hae always suffered with a serious ‘eye=
'~Jf trouble. As o child he was partially blind for three yearss
'nTall, thin, almost like a bean-pole, wlith a shock of unrulv
f'hair, and disfigured by thick-lensed glasses through which
“he had continually to be squinting he oould hardly have been

called average or nondescript in appearanf It may have

u'been that thls blindness, these peculiarities of appearance,
‘these deviations from the norm that set him apart from the

‘other children, ccntributed in making him introspective and

of an analytlical turn of mind. These factors played an>

important part in making,him the cynic that he was later to ie‘:,;.,,,‘
,,-{become- It is hard to imagine Huxley!'s mingling normally withd’~«v5'
l other children of hls own age. It is much easier to draw up

' a picture of the precocious young Huxley watching from a 7""f

T if: i

P:‘ ;




ﬁdetached positien the childish antics of his- contemporaries.
Huxley's education wa s similar to that which 1s con- |
vehtional for upper~class Englieh youngzpeople; He went_tov}
Eton, where he learned no less, if not much more'than'hiefl
fellow-students. He went to Balliol College, Oxford, where
hie father and his brother before him had gones If the war
had ﬁbt‘xnter ned; he would- uaﬁe*1¢nxvn'a;u;w wiw'~ |

" normal length of time, but the war made it necessary for

everyone to drop everything to. take a part in the suppreeeing-f

of the arrogant Boches. Even Huxley, whose eyesight was bad
e enough to prevent his actively participating; was compelled,
if oh1y'by‘remote'centrol, to undertake a routine clerical |
:job in London to assist in the legalized massacre. Ageiﬁ
he was made to be diffefent; for feeling ran high*anineﬁj{‘
" those who remained at nome. = The mildest form that this
‘“feeling took was that of contempt, contempt for those who
ceuld not;go.‘ At'beet_Huxley was subject to that sort of -

reaction, at the worst was lumped in with those whom Brooke

sald ".,.,Qhonour could not move." This eould not have hurt

_‘ him, but ‘probably assisted in 1nteneify1ng the feeling of

his difference from the mass of human-kind which had been his,

'attitude since youth. It probably 1ncreased his natural
contempt for the preiudices and absurdities of the hated

,Philistinee.so

30 For 1nformation regarding Huxley's life see Who’s Who
and The Saturday Review of Literature, XVII, 21, alse
Alexander Henderson'e Aldous Buxleve. ST
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Certainly nis reading at the time of the ‘war and just
after, his reading of the books that were beling read by
;Zthe intellectuals of the day only strengthened his fecling*'

fof ropugnance regarding the actions of the bourgeois, made

‘him aware of the hopelessness of 1deals, the evils of in-ffi

B dustrialism and standardization. The very erudite essays .

‘and poems he wrote at thils time for the Athenaeum, the ..~:-~

L London periodical of whose editorial staff he was a member,

v‘tostify to the fact that his reading was along the lines o
prescribed by the intellectual atmosphere in which ho 1ived.

;“,iTho embrionic writers of the period felt: that those thinps

z»which could be ‘read were only those that were written 1n -

| French. Laforgue with his bright cynicisms, his faculty

for juxtaposing comic and tragic, serious and ridiculous,

“,his brittle, 1ntollectually-flavored verse appealed in stylo,“

‘V‘and matter to the rising writer. The sclentific elements

" that the Parnassian school of poets attemntﬁd to*incorporaté

irt‘into 1ts verse were just the things that Huxley himself was

“'.:prone_tovuse. The hard clarity of Beaudelnire's verse with
}:[1ts interest in evil and the impersonal,.nostalgic-poptry Qfgﬂf:ifﬁj
VVHeredia made'thesclpOets popular_witthuxley‘sigencrgtion.yA}:

| 'ﬁardly'morc than infinlitesimal, however, his writing'af this';if

jtime shows, was the effect of contemporary English writers

“on Huxley. Max Beerbohm, Lionel Johnson and Thomas Gordon

v"fHake conld be read without the loss of too much face.. Skep~;lif*7' :

T

B
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‘ticism, a°8th°t1°13m and cYnicism were the fruits ‘the seeds:f‘,fffr”‘””
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from France prdduced. The effecfs_of the Fréﬁéh pééts and
novelists were univefsally the same. Dos Paséos with his
anarchlical yearnings and his militant disaﬁproval of in- '
dustriél eivilization, T. S.'Eliét, portrayer of a dying
civilization going around 1tsr"prickiy pear', writers with

themes in common with Huxley's betray influences similar to

il

[N

those of Huxley'ss

The economic security in which Huxley was ralsed naturally
limited his horizons. It kept his interests from tduching’
~on problems with which less financlally iucky writers are

B predccupied, writers whose problems are connected with food

and hdusing, wlth the question of where the next meal 1

to come from. In the snugness of his financlal independence

- he coﬁld ignore (ifyihvreality‘he ever théught of them at

all) the more mundane problems of the body and concern

himself with those of the spirit, for the questions that

harry the seeker after the'heceSSities'of o bare existence

bothered Huxley but little. Thls financin! security of his

'coupled with a prying, intellectual mind# » mind that was

forced 1nward1y through his physical handiceps, a mind that

,sought the writings-of the clever cynics across the Qhannel

made the feeling of despair that was in the alr more acute
within him. For, as-Joséph Wood Krutch says, "Despairs . .
is a luxury In the sense that 1t 1s possible only to those

who have much that many people do without. .V;"S;

31 Joseph Wood Kruteh, ops cit., 248.
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 So far we have seen that after the war there was a

“widespread féeling that might be termed a mal'gg'siecle,.

thet ‘though other writers might ignore this feeling and still
' others might not see it because of differences 1n background,

 Huxley d1d concern himself with it. He looked at it 1ntent1y

and termed 1t'a-"Vomedy". The objective facta of his life

 'suggest why 1t 1s that his reaction to nggt:ggr societv waq

pne of dlstaste mingled with irony. But theselsuggestions :
cah:be relnforced by the prbblems of varlous characterS‘in

the books we. have examined thus far. By noticing the simi~-

’flarities ‘which some of the characters bear to Huxley ‘himself
it 1svpossible to know even mqre:intimately the_factors respon- 
1 : 81516 for’Huxléy?s‘primarily ironical attitude during this

:[périod_and.his growing'dissatisfaction with.that attitudeQ
:V‘Aﬁ this‘pbint‘we know that»Hux1ey‘was an imﬁ@llectual.:_We

“Imow that he was prone to view the world with detachment

from a pinnacle of Intellectuality and natural shyness. We

‘ know, too, that he was analytical, introsportive, and in-
<,vclined to cynicism. Huxley himself in variocus revealing
passages of self=-portralture to be found in essays written

during this period gilves more 1nsight_1ntq‘théréort‘of7méhff[

that he 13.' In an esséy on’Dembcratic'Art he saySéf :

I belong to that c¢lass of unhappy people who are not
easlily infected by crowd excitement. Too often I

find myself sadly and coldly ummoved in the midst of o
multitudinous emotion. Few sensations are more disa=
greeable. The defect i1s in part temperamental, and
and in part 1s due: to that intellectual snobbishness, L
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that fastidious rejection of what 1s easy and ob- .
vious, which 1s one of the melancholy consequences of
the acqulsition of culture. How often one regrets
this ascetlclism of the mindl How wistfully some~
timesone longs to be able to rid oneself of the hablt
of rejection and selectlion, and to enjoy all the '
dear obviouslg 1uscious, ldiotic emotlons without an
afterthought.

Emotionally he did not vibrate at all harmoniously.with the

: bﬁéf‘pﬁ'i“lﬁu J.t’s*t’éﬁ’é. » "‘G%WOII" d
‘be out of the»Questicn to expect him to be sympathetic toward
~ the vulgarities of the sex-mad, jazzemad 1nheritors and '

practicloners of the concepts of Thomas Huxley and Charles

Darwin. This “intellectual snobblshness" of his forced
»Tupon'him énvattitude that prompted him to say, "How delight=
fﬁl, how Queer'and_fantastic people are, at a diéténce!"53

Paftly out of shyness,‘partly out of a foreuknowledga’of
:an}inevitaﬁle revulsion at their crudeness or boredom at
their utter dullness he would rather watch people from his
'p6s1tion of aloofness. ‘When 1t seemed likely that he‘might
 be getting too close to the Human Vomedy, h# would fun 11ke a
deer. He would hurry back to his complacert, smug little

poslition on the flag-pole~-~-for when, as he says,

v the outer world vexes me, I retire to the rational
1 simplicities of the inner~~to the polders of the
spirit. And when, in thelr turn, the polders seem
unduly flat, the roads too stralight and the laws of.
perspective too tyrannous, I emerge agaln into the
pleasing confusion of untempered reality.

‘32 Aldous Huxley, QE The Margin, 67.

33 Aldous Huxley, Essays New and 0ld, 39.
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- And how\beagZiful, how curious in Holland that
confusion isl , .

TR YR

The "outer~world" for him is not one that is made up of

Wi

masses of people with whom he is intimately acquainted. Qh,

g

"nol It 1s the world‘of travel, the world of picturésque,

fantastic 1nanimate objects and unusual learning and when not

Hn. a’m t

1nan1mace**tne object

nauseating hls own nausea sometimes is. When he. Watches a i '_ o
v“, group of pensionnaires at 8 small hotel in Amberieu he can |

L say with complete unawareness of'his own«complacency.

How 1 adored that party! With what passionate interest
I overlooked them from my table in the little dining-
room} How attentively I eavesdroppedl I learned
‘where they had spent their holidays, which of them had
been to Paris, where their relations lived,what they
thought of the postmaster of Amberieu, and a hoat of
other things, all wonderfully interesting and exelting. O
But not for the world would I have made their aequaline s ~ |
~tance. The landlady offered to Introduce wmes but T . .
declined the honour., I am afrald she thought me a
snob; she was proud of her penslonnaires. It was im-
posslible for me to explain that my reluctanrce to know
them was due to the fact that I loved thew even more
than she did. To know them would have sv2!lt every=
thing. From wonderful and mysterious beinws, ther
“would have degenerated into six rather 4nll and pathe=
tic little employes, condemned to pags thelr lives
drearily in a small provincial town.55
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' As long a8 he watched them and kept from getting 1nvolved
" wilth them, these people were "fantastic", "queer".} He felt

that they would nauseate him if he were to know them, simply

34 1p1d., 159.
55 Thide., 40.
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because he hadn't been able to permlt himself td getvto Know

them. He says, "The same situatlon may often be elther tra-

gle or comic, according as i1t 1s seen through the eyes of

n 96

those who suffer or those who look on. »Huxiey 1ooked on

and viewed them as "comic" or as he might have said, a

|

"vomic".
POSPOCY P NP ST GPINp G TR SRR . AN e o .Vt o im e o B i B o AR o IT._ -
As—was suggested bsfore, characterlistics of Huxley's

- own pergonallty are mirrored in his novels thus adding weiéht '

‘to the idea thet these characterlistics are real problems

for Huxley, problems he i1s intent upon solving, problems

that very vividly color what he has to saye One finds that

lthe difficulty which 1s central for at least one of the

characters in each of Huxley s novels 1s paralleled by a
similar problem in Huxley himself. For instance, in his very -

first novel Crome Yellow Denis Stone, a younz poet, essayist

and contributor to London periodicals Just = Huxley himself '

- was at this time, a young man who 1s shy, s!lshtly awkward

‘and certalnly lackling in self-assurance, mav he said to stand

for the author and the dilemma he was in at the time he wrote

‘the books Huxley says of Denis:t

Denls peeped at them other guests at Crome dils-

creetly from the window of the morning-room. His

eyes were suddenly become lnnocent, childlike, un-
prejudiced. They seemed, these people, 1nconceivably _
fantastlc. And yet they really exlsted, they functloned
by themselves, they were conscious, they had minds.
Moreover, he was like them.37 |

36 Aldous Huxley, Along the Road, 158.

37 pAldous Huxléy, Crome'Yellow, 266,
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At this time Huxley had, like Denis, béen one of ﬁhose who
had felt 1t obligatory that he be "in the swim" as he puts
it._ He was to say 1ater,

There was a time Whén I should have felt terribly
. ashamed of not being up-to-date. I lived in a chronic

apprehenslion lest I might, so to speak, miss the
last bus, and so find myself stranded and benighted,

N P

da oy
in a desert of demodedness, while others, more nimble

than myself, had already climbed on board, taken
thelr tickets and set out toward those bright, but v
alas, oy receding goals of Modernity and Sophisti- -
catlion. ' : , o e
The fact that he had been looking at these pecple and finding
them "fantastic" and "queer" while at the same time he was
doling jupt as they were doing was a bitter pill for him to

take. What could one do about? One thing that could be

~done was to Intensify one's deépair, bé even more hysteri-

cally "vomice" and laﬁgh at himself along with the rest of

the "fantastlc" people he watched. At least that was what he

did in Antic~Hax. He drew another self-portralt and called

i1t Cumbril, He‘made him an intellectual, sﬁ&mlarly young
man who finds that he 1s sadly lacking in pomitivéness, who
- would 1ike to 1ndulgé in a never-ending serles of explolts,

but can't simply because he 1acks the vigor and self--

assurance, the 1nterestedness to make his dreams a reality.,

He, like Huxley, is an intellectual who would have 1liked to;f

indulge his emotions, make them 8 more 1mportant part of his”

' 1ife. Gumbril seeks to be the "Complete Man", showlng that

38 pldous Huxley, Do What You Will, 55.
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" he felt one part of his nature. to have atrophied to a de-"p,

gree. Once Gumbril dons the garb of his "Complete Man" ‘he

ishmiraculeusly changed into the very being hevhad sovarf-

dently wished to become. But the realization of his desire - -
to become a "Complete Man" did not bring‘with'it the happi-
ness that he felt it'would‘bring;kinStead 1t,brought only

39

satliety. The everemphasis of emotion overbalaneed?the:,

delicate human machinery and merely brought about more faiiﬁre.p,f -

'f'I~don't'w1Shvit to be supposed that I meah‘that?Hﬁxley‘wenttl

about 1ndu1g1ng in sexual promiscuity as Gumbril did. Gumer

’1‘bril is significant for the fact that he 1nd*cates that
Huxley 1s aware of this problem of personality that was
‘”making him 1ncomplete. He shows that this problem was nct

,”selved fOr'Gumbril. Gumbril's final solution, that of es-fp

caping to the continent, was Huxley's answer--he departed

for Holland, for Tunls and for Italy, 1eavinn nothing

"settled. Life was the hopeless thing that he had always

conéidered 1t to be. Even when one-admitted that there~miyht o

be an answer one could on]v add that its dizcover might provev

boring.

.In Those Barren Leaves there are two characters ‘who bears,

the burden of expressing I'Luxley's problems. One, Calamy,\as

we have seen, represents the satiated side of Huxley, the_7v'

'“Huxley, who 1s tired of everything ‘that 1s sophisticated and
'g la mode. He 1t is that ¢limbs the mountain to_cultivate a;":

;,1ittleaselitude in the hope of discevering ste meaning for
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“exlstence, He represents as well Hﬁxley's inchoate dissatis- “,l"‘ f é
factlon with a futilitarian philosophy. He knows that 1t has |
led him nowhere and that something should be done to make

life bearable. The other character is Francis Chelifer;_ He

Af is simlilar to Huxley in that he 1s troubled by the lack of 71 -v"ij”
emotions in his personality. It 1s about Chelifer that people |

"He geems to care for nothings So cold, such a fixed, s'ﬁl,v‘.l -f f7
" frigld mask" and "He can't really be so,utterly indifferent ;f,f -
to,everyﬁhing.and'everybody as he makes out". Chelifer is

an exaggerated Huxley, of course. Huxley is not necessarily

:aa indifferent Chelifer nor as satiated ag Oalamye Butvbgfh .

of these characters and the light that they throw on

f
|
|

T

soclety are derived from Huxley's own perscnality and

attitude. It will be seen latey‘that these problems become :

even more 1ntimahe1y assoclated with Huxley's novels and

- theorles.

"Huxley's writing until about 1925 1s iﬂvolved‘with a por= SR
trayal of the Human Vomedy. There 1s some slight change be~

' tween his first novel and his last., "hile in Crome Xellow'he"":"

USSR (1L . o

"practically‘discarded any possibllity of there being any value

to human existence he came to believe in his fhird novél;

Those Barren Leaves that though 1tzwas,probablyvhopelessitoff}1 v"

try to find the meaning 1t was necessary to make the éffbrt
just 1n case 1t might turn up. Huxley moved very slightly e
| within ﬁhe single field of hopelessness, boredom and. frustration,

 but he atd move, he did change his position slightly- e
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CHAPTER II

THE COMPLETE MAN

Galamy climbed Olympus in order that he might cultivate
a littla solitude, contemplate the universal muddle in which

lization found itself, and then see if any verities

. might #1ft through. Calamy, for all we know, 1s still there.
7wl'But'Huxley himself came down. In 1925‘Huxley was sufe of-oné

- thing, and that was that his attitude toward 1ife was not at

all conducive of the attaining of happiness. Futility,"

 boredom, and skepticlsm might be intelligent ocutlooks to
take, but:they were certainly sterlle, produétive.cf hothihg -

but even more'futility; boredom, and skeptiviam.‘ It can't

 be said that he was searching for some religlinsus oplate, some
manufactured falth to which he might tie and thereby glve
some purpose to life. No, he wasn't yearning for the church

‘or a cause with whiéh to assoclate himseif. As‘he was to

say, M. o odo wé (that 1s to say all men) ‘burn with desire'

 to find a fixed foundation of belief? ALl that I lmow with
:certainty is that I don't burn."l He wasn't burning for any
z“ be11ef as 80 many at this time (Huxley's statements to the, j' 
“contrary) were burningi as T. S. Elict was bﬁrning;'éé he.'z"
himself was to burn later., Life had-become‘ﬁnendurable’fdr 
| many who saw the superficialities of modern ékiSténce; fér' '

| those who were only blase. They had become aS'Qxfféme‘ian::

1 Aldous Huxiey, Do What You Will, 313.
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their acceptance of this attitude as 1t Was possible for

of view was only logical. Some reacted one way and some
another, as thelr own personalitiéé decreed. Vafiations on
this theme that the character and personallty of the ine-
dividnal are responsible for his philosophy run through the

; “—.56’3’53’3' gand-novels thet Huxley wrote at this t im e « Phl 1 ip

novel says, "Everything that happens 1is intrinsically like
"theuman'it happens to"s‘and not a "providential conspiracy."
Another example of the importance of this 1dea to Huxley
at this time may be fouﬁd in one of the éssays when he éays,
"People with strongly marked 1diosyn0rasies of charaéter
- have their world view almost forced upon them by thelr
psychologv.“4 For example, it was in keeping with T. S,
Eliot's personality and psychology and‘baokground that he
should seek the way out through the Anglican Church, a
traditional form of religion, sinceheisxa American, who -

feels, as ‘Henry James felt, that this country 13 lacking in

the traditions which he deems so valuable. Huxley, as we

have seen through the facts known about his life, through

2 prdous Huxley, Point C@unterpoint; 13,
3 Tpid., 287. ‘
4 pldous Huxley, Do What You Will, 317,

them to become. That there should be a reactlon to thils polnt

Quarles in Polnt Counterpoint says,,"Philosophy should be a

rationalization of your own feelings."? Illidge in the same
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remarks he has made about his'personality, and finally through
sdmo‘of the characters in his novels,,is "mild mannered",

intellectual, reticent and indifferent. These are the "strong-

: ly marked idiosyncrasies" from.which'any philosophy of B

Huxley's would be derived. In Point Counterpoint he'has'

drawn st1ll another self-portrait in Philip Quarles, a

self—portrait that presents his own personality traits much

. more vividly than dild those that went before. Quarles, who

’ possesses all those characteristics that the other self-

portraits have had, only to a much more marked depree, shows

s just how important the factor of his personality is in his
rselcction at thls time the philosophy that he daid.

Philip has a "strongly marked. idiosvnwraev"-~he is
reticent to an alarming degree. This reticence of his

nearly wrecks his home and certainly makoc him unhappy and

| unsuccessful in hils associations in soci“iy, to suy nothing

of its preventing the novels he writes from belng the ‘com="

x»iplete, well-rounded books that they might e were he a

- better rounded individual. There are many revealing pas-

sages in which Quarles! personality is discussed. In‘a""

'moment of se1f~analysis, he thinks.

All his 1ife long he had walked in a solitude, in a
private void, into which nobody, not hls mother, -

not his friends, not his lovers had ever been per=
mitted to enter. ©Even when he held her his wife-
thus, pressod close to him, 1t was by wireless. . Lo
and across an Atlantlc that he communicated with her.5

& Aldous'Huxley, Point»Counterpoint, 75.
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. He deplores thls situation, this reticence that has become a

part of him, yet he clings to 1t with tenacity:-"

. .;.discussions of Eersonal relations always made
_ him uncomfortable. hey threatened his solitude=e~
~ that solltude which, with a part of his mind, he
- deplored (for he felt himself cut off from much he
would have liked to experience), in which alone he -
felt himself free. At ordinary times he took this
inward solitude for ‘granted, as one accepts the -

o separately passionate and sensual, 1mpersona11y SWeet.

atmoaphere in which one lives., But when 1{ was— -
menaced he became only too painfully aware of 1ts
. importance to him; he fought for it, as a choking
men fights for air., But 1t was a fight without -
-~ violence, a negative battle of retirement and de-
fence. S _

i Philip almost maddened Elinor, his wife, who was unawaré'of

the fundamental dirferences 1n their natures when she first

'fmarried him.~ He still maddens her after a number of year3~

of married-iife. She looks upon him as belng "intelligent  

ito the point of being almost human,'remotﬁly kind, :
n'7

: His' wife and his mother discussed this pfoblem, a prob~

lem that 1s evident to all who come in contact with him.
’jnis'mothef had at one time~sa1d to Elinmrx

M .Intellectual contacts--those are the only
ones he admits.

"It's as though he only felt safe among 1deas,
Elinor had sald..

, "Because he can hold his own there, because he
- can be certaln of superiority. He's got into the ﬁ“i?
habit of feeling afraid and suspicious outside that
intellectual world. He needn't have. And I'vekd;»;'
always tried to reassure him and tempt him out; but:

e

EELI: i I Y

he won't let himself be tempted, he creeps back 1nto ‘”ff‘ "»~  o

. Ibid.v |
7 Ibid., 78.
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Fhilip, throﬁgh the years, had become habituctcd_to”cultié :

'n';vating’this feelingvof réticéﬁéc,‘this fecliﬁg'that had

RIS ESRRAT T 2 T kBt
it iR

probably besn latent in him from birth. JustwaS”Huxley’s“:'; e
poor eyesight had possibly contributed .to his aloofness and S

h-~—*h-d4k@nz him from the trenches during the war, g0 hed

. Pnilip been similerly affected by'an.injury tochis‘leg._cic oy
~ was almost too bad, his wifevand his mother felt, thaf;héﬁk'
- " hadn't been able to go to the war. The war:mightzhavc' |
ccracked the shell in which he 1ived, made him "emotionaily S B

'ﬁf[free" 1nstead of merely 1ntcllectually fréﬁa.

T

Quarles, 1like Huxlcy then, 1s troubled by this serious

(DRNS (ot i @

l7~c: peraonality quirk. He realizes that he 1 4n its grasp and

r

'that it 1s choking him at the game time that he realizes E
= that 1t 1s almost 1mpcasib1e for nim to ehcnge.' His en-
~7 't1re outlook is tempered by 1t. He 1s distrustfﬁlbcf'his
( ‘fellow~men, desirous of avoiding them as mush as possible.'}

N And, too, he is cynical disillusloned, bored and generally o =,vf\f

‘c unhappy. He knows that something must be done to save him-
self from the abyss into which he is rapldly slipping. What’c

kind of solution would be best sulted to his personality?
It ian't as if he ‘would consciously set abcut analysing his
o personality and its deficiencles and ‘then seek 8 philosophy

that would satisfy the needs felt by his personality. No‘_’ *v:;ka'-:';ﬂr

‘8‘Ib1dé5,228.
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" more would Huxley‘do this. Huxley's problems were similar.

to Philip s--though not necessarily to so advanced a degree. _

Fe was aware of the fact that the year 1925 found him in

"sorely straightened circumstances spiritually, and he knew

that something must be done to make life worth something, B
anything. | L |

g I
|

i 1

[ i1l

To a person who found thet his reticence kept him from v

;getting into contact with other people and furnished all v
'the difficulties in his life, a way of 11fe that would force e
d »him out of his shell would probably be. attractive.‘ Frcm
‘dl the dwelling upon the subject of people's indifference and
o reticence that one finds in Huxley's novels 1t 1s apparent
rvthat he 13 and always has been seriously concerned with
7this-problem. Because this difficulty'has always been vital':
Vl';to hin, because of the stress that 1s lald upon(it,in allb
‘his norele, lt 1e'pr0bably hie most important personality"'d

‘problem.' It would, then, be loglcal for it to have an im=-

portant effect upon his philosophy-~"Peou’o with strongly E

"marked 1diosyncrasies of character have the?r world view.
A almost forced upon them by their psychology";' ‘ i
B If this dii‘ficulty could be cleared up, Huxley might be ;
"'able to look upon 11fe as somcthing other than a Vomedy, Co -
H‘-' might be sble to see life wholly from other than 8 spectator -
Vjpeint of view. His idiosyncracies of character would naturally f i
‘eliminate some solutions that would be the answer for others.i]¢':
iNothing mystical, for instance, would be sulted to his par-:?i‘
. ticular personallty, at least so he felt at this tlme. He was‘
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He was 1ntellecbually distrustful of the world's Pascals,
people who gave such supreme importance to faith over the

reason.»‘He was more 1nclined~to polytheism.than to any 5

bellef in a single god, to any at-oneness with the universe. ;

He says,

Even the same man 1s not consistently the worship- '
per of one God. Officially an agnostic, I feel

UL | ST

the-presence of devils Inm « tropical forest. bon- .
fronted, when the weather 1s flne and I am 1ln pro-
pltious emotional circumstances, with certain
landscapes, certaln works of art, certain human
beings, I know, for the time being, that God's in -

his heaven and all's right with the world. On :
other occasions, skiles and destiny being inclement,
I am no less immediately certain of ths malignant
Impersonallty of an uncaring unlverse. Every

human being has had simllar experlences. Thils

being so, the sensible thing to do would be to ace
cept the facts and frame a metaphysic Lo flt bhem.g L

Being an agnostic (e term that his'grahdfatherlhéd colﬂed,
 incidentslly) 1t was {mpossible for him to put muchvcro-”'

‘dénce~1n mystics. He distrusted these penple who "pro~f""

mote their fancies to the rank of univer«nl and absolute

truths",10 for after all aren't they cre'*iﬂg philosophies

which are merely rationalizations of thelr own personalities? -

No, his philosophy must be one thm: would satisfy his

"personality problems and at the ~same time have a universality
about it, something that would make it applicable to: all.

' Obviously it couldn't be mystical, since mystioism, he fslt,

9 Ipid., 3.

10 1bid.
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18 composed of "fancies" that might be true for the faﬁcier
but not for anyone else. Whét could be:more“appropriate.to
vhis ways than a kind of pseudo~humanism that deals with men

in this world and 1eaves the unknowable other-world alone?11

Since he couldn't bring himself to bel;eve that the other
world.is anything but unknowable and Since most'of his preoc-
cupatlions were with man in this world and wit his%ﬁwn¥ﬁer#¥f¥ffAf4f~;£
aonality difficulties, which had nothing to do with_é SR el
hereafter, vhumanism" would be thoroughly acéeﬁtable.- | o
A philesophy that deals with man as a hﬁman being

5 iithout'regard for gny god=like aspects he might havé would
at least satisfy the égnosticism'tb whibh,he‘professed,-

the SKepticism which was'so~essentially a part of him._ .
This "humanism would satisfy the promptings of his psy- L .,‘ k‘ =
chology as wells Hadn't Quarles' wife at one time termed : _‘ .
her husband "almost human"? That is the Key: he,hadn't NN
: beeh‘acting "humanly"; he had beeh stressing the intellecﬁ,

‘rationality, just as Quarles had been. There were other o —

- aspects of his personallty which he had been ignoring. Man

has a body, has emotions, passlons and instincts as well as

a brain. To live "humanly", he reasoned, one must take ad- ~  —

11 Tmis "humeniem" of Huxley's is not to be confused, of course,
wlth that of Paul Elmer More, Stuart P. Sherman and the
"Neo-Humanists" with their veneration of classical ‘
1llterature and belief in a strict morality. While the
"Neo~Humanists" advocate the avoidance of all excess,
Huxley's "mmanism", as wlll be shown, reverses this

-attltude.
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'states, a colony of diverse personalities.
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vantage of all these elements that are involved in béing
‘humane It was a very logical conclusion for him to arrive

‘at, since he desired a phllosophy that would make 1t possible

for him to live in a less one~-sided fashion. If one-sided-

ness had broﬁght only unhappiness for him, then the solu~

_tion of his personality prbblems lay in his becoming welle-

?”*rbun&eﬁ by integrating the many potentialities which he as

8 humen belng possessed. From his own difficulties and

‘those of the pepple whom he saw about him, 1t'ﬁas'possible

for him to genéralize,‘to say that man's main problem, the

main thing that keeps him from belng successful, 1is the
5¥£act that he refuses to take inventory of all hls many ss-
‘ pecfs and make use of them. Man has continuallykmade thie

“mistake of thinking that he 1s a unifled, harmcnious entity

when in reality he 1a a "serles of distinct paychologleal
"12 liever for any
appreclable length of time does an individual 1ive in ac=
cordance with‘any one part of his belng, never &hould\his
nature be animated by one of the members of thla "colony of

diverse personalities" exclusively. Men, he gayvs, -

~want to be masters of stiff consistency: they prétend, e

in the teeth of the facts, that they are ons person
all the time, thinkling one set of thoughts, pursuing
"one course of action through life. <They insist on
being elther Pascal or Voltalr, elther Podsnap or
Keats, when in fact they are potentially always, and
gt different times actually, a little of what each of
these personages symbollcally stands for and 8 great

12 1pi4., 321,

[SR—

B




. 50

deal more besldes. . +For me, the pleasures of

living and understanding have come to outweligh

the pleasures, the very real pleasures (for con=- -
~sciousness of being a man of principle and system 1s
extremely satisfying to the vanity), of pretending to be
conalstent. I prefer to be dangerously free and alive
to belng safely mumifled. Therefore I indulge my
Inconsistencles.s I try to be sincerely all the nu=
‘merous people who live inside my ski¥ and take ‘their
turn at being the master of my fate.

I, PPN PO, vy WP Ry

This desire for what Bmerson called "fool

the factor responsible for all the world's "causes" through

~ which men lulls himself into a‘purely’fictiehal worldlinﬁ‘
ve which evehything acts in accordance with thelﬁiewe he takee.
o Everyone has alﬁays shied cleaf,,Huxley felt,_frem admltting

. to'himeelf that life'is primarily a coﬁglomeraﬁe massvef dle

'verSitiee. Mystics in their zeal to discover a meaning to

call a "mystical experience" and then interpret everything

in terms of the findings of that "experience".' They 1gnore

‘about ‘them they deliberatelv repress any hints of diversity
that might present themselves., But despite his general

fdieaﬁproval of mysticism, Huxley does not abregate‘ail,pos—‘

sibility‘of there being‘"mystical‘experienees"."On“the_cen-
'frary; ne admits thelr existence. He says inefaCt::5
e e .the mystical experience 1s 1like all other‘ e
primary psychological facts, susceptible of none‘lu'

“but & tautological explanation. These things. ‘
happen because they do happen, because that 1s What

13 Tnid., 257.

%Vvv, life snatch at some force within them that provokes what they

gll the other elements in their personalities and in the world

F'\U I
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the human mind happens to be 1ike. Between the

various exPIanatory hypotheses in terms of the NGod

of Abrsham", Nirvena, Allah, and the rest, there 1s
nothing to choose; in so far as each of them claims to
be the unattainable Truth, and all of them postulate

a knowledge of the uTEnowable Absolute, they are all
equel ly 1ll-founded. ,

The trouble he has to find with mysticism is in the fact that
there 1s a tendency on the part of all myqtics to wiSh to 1m-'f_,_'

-"humanly".

be successfully and consummately human

pose thelr ldeas upon everyone else, to make everyone else

1ive in accordance with that which they consider to be the

" ultimate in reality. One should realize thét-any mysticalf :
R insights he might have are enly a part of the diversity of
" which he is composed. To emphasizé~any:0ne feature to the

‘:f-exclusion of the others he undoubtedly has would not be acting,

¢

To wish to be human, that should be man's fundamental

‘desire at all times. Because it 1s possible for an indivi—

dual tovbe struck by the fact that God 1s in His‘heaven and =

 that He 1s good, 1t 1s therefore pert of his being humsn that
- he should at times feel this way. But 1t 1e not naturallfor

anfindividual to desire to be superhuman. "To aspire'tdfbe;

. f_sﬁperhuman," Huxley says, "is & most discféditable‘édﬁiasiéﬁﬂ

that you lack the guts, the wit, the moderating judgement to ﬂ : -

nld

How is 1life lived on this humen 1evel? How does Huxley

14 Aldous.Hux1ey, Do What You Will, 277.
" 15 Ipsd., 75. |
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vfeel that meh-should make the most of:all these diversities?
How can S0 many conflicting elements, the essences of being
human, be brought Into any kind of workable way of life?
Those are the questions Huxley set about answering in a
series of‘essays written between reughly 1927 and 1932,

The baslc premise premlise in Huxley's "hnmanistic"

L

Cne—d *esn

have to feel that there must. be an 1dyllic immortality

awaiting him so that he can fully express himself., Life here .

and now 1s the important factor in existence. One is here to

live and take advantage of all that 1s ‘here for him to use.

;, 'The»aim.in 1ife is 1life and st11l more 1ife. "The purpose

“of living 1s to 1ive™® God manifests Himself to man in

1ife, for after all God is life. He is both the good and the

'evilvthat are to be found. A universe that.cOntained only
 good_wou1d be a stifling place in which no contrast would‘
_exl1st and therefore ao 1ife would exist, for the'eesence of
life 1s in its diversity. Huxley shows hiat hew lmpossible
a perfect soeiety, an ordered exlstence with soclal goed as

the only goal would be, as we shall see, when we come td'the

 examination of Huxley s satirical novel Brave New World. Blake R

sums up this 1dea for Huxley In The Marriage of Heaven and

Hell;when he says:

Without conmtraries is no progression. Attraction
and Repulsion, Reason and Energy, Love and Hate are

16 1p14., 298,
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necessary to Man's exlstence. . ' ' ‘ o
Man has no Body distinct from his Soul for that : . 1
call'd body 1s a portlon of the Soul discern'd by ' : ' g
the Senses, the chlef inlets of spirit in thls
age. Energy ls Eternal Delight.
God alone Acts or Is in existing beings or Man.

17

Man must live in accordance with all the diverse'elements

that make up life, thens And even more important--he must

2 live them excessively, Huxley says. All who have aided pro= o 5;;
ﬁ | gress in a noteworthy fashion have done so‘by 1iv1ng'1ﬁ this ‘f  :

’ | manner.. Unfortunately, however, the Napoleons andlﬁhefﬁit- ‘ -
‘lers have done thelr living, their exoessivo.living, in one
directlon without consideration for other aspects of thelr

exlstences. Such‘people allow their othanr potentialitios

i

tO‘atrophy. Théy are specialists in one pﬁrticular-excess,

IO LI I‘FE\

and though they have a perfoct right to smothor thelr poten=-

il

“tlalities if'théy desire, they have no right to impose thelr
precepts upon others, have no right to. advocate the mur=

déring of valuable aspects of life simply because they cone

"sider them unimportant. : f B ~ i
Balanced moderatlon and excess are more apt to create ad-

ventageous liviné conditions. 411 the facets of an individual's

personality must be taken into consideration, all: of them must S —

be llved to the fullest possible degree. It 13 most impor= A_‘ i
tant that one should not live excessivoly to excaas,VOr’it’is:'_’,,o —
likely'that he will do so along one line, as the Napoleons

haVe done, letting the other phases of his existenoo becomé'ne+ 

17 1vid.
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glecteds In a word,’Huxiey says,

he wlll accept each of hls selves, as 1t appears

in his consciousness, as his momentarily true . o
self. Each and all he will accept=~even the bad, even
the mean and suffering, even the death worshipping

and naturally Christian souls. gill accept, he will
life the life of each excessﬂvely.

The degree to which a man lives diverselv 1ndioate the

* amount of success in 1ife which he might claim., The more ofx

his elemeﬁts he can bring into play to their‘fullestvdegreg '
the more happy, the more significant his 11fe will become,
according‘to Huxleys Man will give free reisn to a)ll of his

1mpulses. Ihe successful man will be the pne who willfal-:‘

ternate his propensities—-whether they be Loward godliness or -

'toward perveraions. As D. H. Lawrence says regarding this

theorv of Huxley s, M, ., Jit's what you thv?ll t0. o .Xou |
live by what you thrill £o." But ‘the trick is to-alloﬁ .
oneself to thrill to evervthing he 1s capahle of thrilling
o Huxley, whose own desires wowld most vvmbably never

lead him into perversions, into rape, murdsr and_suicide,

~tends to minimize the chaos in which the world wonld find

fitﬁelf‘were those who are potentiél murdérers”encouragedvto,

emphasize such aspects of their nature. He éanSadvocaté such

a philosophy simply because he is, as he says, "mild mannered"

“and phlegmatic. He would never run afoul of the law. Anarchy b

would be a sensible condition were. the anarchical state'5 

populated only by Huxleys.

18 Tbid., 303.
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Conventional moralities would be quite unnecessarv 1f |
"",Huxley s "humanistic" philosophy were. generally accepted. =
é;lk‘_‘Acting morally would consist in acting in accordance with\all.‘ ’%i

~ the diverse elements in man. ". . .any course of behavior

tpursued to‘the exclusion of all other pOssibilé‘conrses open
to a normally diverse personality 1s obviously, according to

our standaras‘mmmor

o manifeatations of 11fe," he says.lg ',,_, f“f'ﬁh_ ‘ | = ”~Ad‘i\
It 1s wiee to maintaln the status qQuo if one 1s going to"

.1ive morally according to Huxley's 1ight. "Whatever is is»
'-right"~cou1d be changed to "Whatever‘is 1g life" thereby

”‘,.fmaking a preservation of the status quo pnaottcallv nblipau

LT
Ui
i

torye Huxley in 1ook1ng at the history of revolutions and

Eo7

%fd} ‘the disrupting orders saw that little 1if anvthing'is ever .
ZG' t'eaccomplished through attempts ‘at’ changing what is. Posté"

’ T,war futilitarianism st111 gripped the world at this time,

- at least as far as social-consciousness wa concerned. Ver-

",aailles was still too new, too fresh in Hn%3ey 8 thoughts for

| fdhim to feel that anything could be galned by attempting to

.bring about change through viclence--cr thrnugh any other

means 1n fact. But in spite of this fact reVolution has a
certain value in that it heightens present living and is an :'77f7.‘f d;gi
: impetus to act1on and thought-- new faiths and hopes stimu-" PR

late,men'to intenser living and the_creetion of yet another}ffffjd,e

19 1pid., 309,
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- new reality", 20

another facet to human personality., e - S
The emphasis thet 19 placed upon the necesqtty of living

up to all the potentialitlies that one possesses,jlet me re=

peat, shows quite clearly how thils philosophy:was‘designed‘by

Huxley to suit his own personallty. Since he had stressed
the rationality and the intellectual aspecté,or his own 1ife

+to—the disadvantage of other elements in his personality and

sincé_he'héd.found_this attitude to be very unsatisféoﬁory;'-'oo,r;%” -

" he concelved of his new philosophy in terms of hisiownfsolfay [

pealizations 1If he were to 1live up to the precepts of this
"Humand sm" of his, 1t would be impossible for him to be 8o

reticent, so rational and so indifferent to life.

i

e

It was not enough for Huxley to formmlﬁte a vhilosophy

e

iv.‘ | without doing something with it artisticallv.‘ He sould

imply as much as he pleased ‘that he 18 not a "congonital

noveljst", but he had already written threa novels, three‘
rather unconventionally congtructed novela, to be sure, but
1 they are nearer to being novels than thew are to ba*ng any

other literary form, It was at this time,bhat'he wrote»Poin@

Counterpoint, s novel that answers the following question

_ printed on the title pager | SO B

Oh, wearlsome conditions of humanityl S IR T
-Born under one law, to another bound, =~ -~ o
Vainly begot and yet forbidden vanity:
: _ - Created sick, commanded to be sound. . =
1 What meaneth Nature by these diverse laws-=
‘ ‘ 'Passion and reason, self division's cause?

20 1p1d., 272.
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Needless to say, he answered the question in‘terms of his
- newly-created phillosophy in a novel which he himself calls
& "novel of ideas". It 1§ the ingenious correlation of

i1deas, style and plot that makes Point Counterpoint one of

most Interesting books he has written. It 1s significant
that what 1s probably hls best novel should be concerned -

the

with Ideas, with people who are embodied 1deas; people who

exlst primarily for the ideas ofvwhich they are represen=

‘tative; It 1s sighifican t because such a thebry of the nove;:k

1s so very obviously the product of novelists with intele-
‘lectual turns of mind, hoveiishs whoée general attltudes are

_somewhat simllar to Huxley's. Peacock wrote such novels,

and Andre Glde toyed with the ldea of writing one but thought

. better of 1t. In a conversation between Edouard and Bernard

in The Counterfeiters Andre Gide says:?

e o +"™ust we condemn the novel of 1deas because of
the groping and stumbling of the incupable people who
‘have tried thelr hand at 1t? Up tlll) now we have
been given nothing but novels with a purpose parading
as a novel of ldeas. But that's not it at all, as wyou
may imagine. Ideas. . .ideas, I muat confess, in=
terest me more than men-~interest me more than any-
thing.. They live; they fight; they perish like men.
Of course 1t may be sald that our knowledge of them 1s
_through men, just as our knowledge of the wind 1s .
" through the reeds that 1t bends; but all the same the
wind is of more importance than the reeds."
"The wind exists independently of the reed,' ven-“‘
tured Bernard. o« o :
""Yes, I know; ldeas exist only because of menj but :
that's what's so pathetlc; they 1live at their expense."
"But," thought Bernard, "the reed lifts 1ts head. again
as soon as the wind has passed "2l

21=.Andre Gide, The}COunterfeiters, 179.
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Gide felt that the novel of 1deaskié‘1n a sense’afqontrg-
,’diction‘bf‘terms, for the word "novel" has come to imp1y 1h h
'parﬁ a literary form that deals with flesh-and-blood people,

. with actuality, and it 1s simply impossible for one. to ex~
'pect‘ideas as such to live and breath. It would be iﬁpossible

to expect a character who 1s an embodied 1dea to d§ énything

58

_ » He would therefore.
possess no.attitudes, would engage in no aCtivitiesithat would
,be inconsistent with the 1dea that he represents.‘.

To act consistently, in accordance with some fixed
bbprinciple is 1mpossible. If any character 1s presented as
- doing.so, that charécter loses all touch with reality;.he
becomes a mere wooden symbql of a concept, not a human being}‘
Thi@;’as weé have seen, 1s the danger Involved in writing |
" novels of ideas. Such novels are usually stilted, unreal
‘,things Which are not/at 21l pertinent to life. The fact that
:‘no one ever acts consistently, that no one should éver try
o because life 1s composed of a number nf diversitles each
of which 1t is man's duty as & human beins to make the most
of, which 1s-the essence of Hquey's "humani sm", makes it
 /appearvon the surfact to be a blt strange thét}héIShquld gt;‘i_7

tempt such a novel. But one must remember that Hﬁxlej'S’

Trm |08 e ET
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novels are all satiricel and that one of the featureS'offthat SR

kind of writing is the emphasizing of one aspect of a person'sug[

nature and making that aspect stand for the 1dea that is being;  4 |

| satirised. Lyplatt in Antic Hay said that "every man is que

dierous if you 1ook at him from outside, without taking 1nto ;,'
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~account what's going on in his heart and mind."22 That 1s

Huxley's method; he looks at the people in his novels from the

outside., One rarely gets into the heart of his characters;

one isﬁ't intended to. Huxley maintains thé'vantage point of

. the spectator, even in Point Cdunterpoint,'the]novél'intended

‘to be the culmination of his new philosbphy. In spiﬁe'of nis

personality, onlv regarding his ldea of what nis personality

ghould be e

The Spéctator~techn1que has been given a new twist, owihg

to the prgcépts of his "humanism". Because man ls so diverse

\}and because the universe 1tself 1s so div@wﬁe,‘he dréws his

Instead of Huxley alone looking on, there nre a munber of
others doing 1t with Huxley, through Huxlayg ‘He dascfibes
~ this method 1in the words of Philip Quarles, who anys,

e o othe essence of the new way of looking is mule
tiplicity. Multipliclty of eyes and wultiplicity of
aspects seen. For Iinstance, one perscn Interprets events
in terms of blshops; another In terms 4! the prlice of
flannel camlsoles; another, like that voung ledy from

~ Gulmerge. « othinks of it in terms of good timess And

" thenthere's the bilologlst, the chemist, the physiclst,

the historlan. - Each sees, professlonally, a different
aspect of the event, a different layer of reality. What
I want to do 1s to look with all those eyes at once, =
With religious eyes, scientific eyes, economic eyes, B
homme moyen sensuel eyese. « "

Te o .what would the result be?" she asked. 224 .,"‘

"Queer, he answered. "A very queer picture indeed.'

22 Aldous Huxley, Antic ay, 294.

23 Aldous Huxley, Point Counterpoint, 192.

24 Ibid.

| " - "humanistic" beliefa, he hasn't changed much regarding his &

bharacters by means of what he calls a "mul%ipliciby of‘éjes"?s,

|
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Huxley 1ooks at his cheractefs with all these eyes. . And from | 1h' _;ﬁ
ell of these different points of view he Seeshhio'cheraoters R i
as the embodiments of ldeas, each individual steﬁdihg for one

of them. The reader views the characters and therefore the

’_1deas themselves ns they would be as a diversity, seen through '_' 'NLA -
| ‘this "multipliclty of eyes". | T R St
f"*f*“*%*“‘ﬁ‘?t*in%yv%he4pieyaeegh nesenge‘;§¥fgueer" | And 30 it o
| o:should be, accordina to his theories, for Huxlev fecls that
'there are a number of things wrong with the world which should R e
be cleared away. lhe best way for him to assist in this R :
..' clearing away 1s to peint things as being "fantastic" and
h»y"queer“, so much so in fact that they will be 1aughed out of

'-existence.

The objects of his satire in Point Counterpoint are those

aspects of life ﬁhioh ‘do not conform to his "humanistic"' SR L
philosophy. But still, many of the thinge he satirises abe
femiliar to the reader of Huxley's earlierhnovelee Where he
' had formerly scoffed and sneered and pokad fun at things :
becaunse they merely revolted him, he knows now whv they re-

volt him, appear'as a vomedy to him. he trouble is,invariably. -

to be found in the fact that one 1s not 11ving "humanly",
that he 1is trying to be superhuman or subhuman, that he 1s «h,;:e
living excessively in one direction or another.o' 5 ,'}fef.:eiif w;jeax“
Just as he ridiculed 1n his essays during this period h’ S
those who devoted their lives to such things as podsnappery  3h |
-~ and grundyism because thev were stressing one aspect of life to. 'v’~

~ the detriment of another, so he ridiculed people 1ike Shelley,
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for instance, in Point Counterpoint. Shelley, who eaid;~i
"Hail to thee, blythe spirit, bird thou never wert", was

i_attempting to be superhuman. Beeauee Shellev lived excluSively

'731n a world of the epirit and couldn't speak of & skylark as.

simply a bird but had to call it a "spirit", Huxley calls him

Wnixture between & fairy and a white slug + There are pv~l

'_,other real people in this novel who come in ior a share in the f

“generel-castigation. There 1s Pascal, who 1ooked at the world']wi,

i »through dyspeptic eyes and wished to impose his dyspepsia

-'upon everyone else. -+here ie Proust, who inﬁerpreted the

f;IVOrld through aethmatie’eyes and believed that whet he sew

| wae an objective reality, true for all as well as for himself.

e ,as they have seen real eharaeters, people Like Byron and

Southey and Leigh Hunt in Peacock's novels of uieas.a5 It
“has been suggested that Augustus John is piebured An Point :
;Countegpoint. We have seen that Philip Quarles is eertainly E

. "Huxley himeelf. There are others, toor J. eiddleton Murray,'

::D. H. Lawrence and Sir Oswald Mogsley. Huxley weaves theSe'

‘lg;people into a novel designed especially to present his ideas

lton the integreted life. ‘ |
"~ For thls purpose he has eVOlved a contrapuntal style, a

method of presentation that works in admirably with his

F‘m TICLL
e Ea—
EH

’vtheoriee regarding man's diversitv.' Life,'according to Huxley;]fﬁjf_;f‘L,W

‘&‘is a vast musical composition f1lled with mulhitudes of theme5'~ffe' |

| 25 See for instance, Je H. Roberts,'ﬁuxlev and Lawrence"in
Virginia Qnarterlx Review, XIII,4. v E
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which are sometimes cacophanons. However dissonant the com~ '
position mlght appear to ‘be, none of its elements can be ne=

glected or the structure of the thing will be destroyed, just

a8 man himself must consider all the elements of his diversity‘

or his equilibrium, his completeness, wlll be destroyed.

Philip~Quarles in Point Counterpoint has the same theory oonn "@

‘*fffiéfﬁing the construction of **n‘vel~thatuuuxleyéhlmselimhasg

He sees the parallel that exists between the composition of
a fugue for instance and the writing of a novel, In an
'excerpt from his notebookauarles answers the queétion'how

thls parallel can be made use of in literature, He aays,f

" "Al1l you need i3 a sufficlency of characters and parale
lel, contrapuntal plotse Whille Jones 1s murdering a wife,
Smith l1s wheelling the perambulator in the park. Yom '
alternate the themes. More Interesting, the modu-,'
lations and variations are also more diffficult. A
novellst modulates by reduplicating sltuatlions and

“.characters. He shows several people falling in love, or
dying, or praying in different ways--dlsasimilars solving
the same problem. Or, vice versa, similsar people con-

- fronted with dlssimilar problems. 1In this way you can.

" modulate through all the aspects of your theme, vou

. can write variations in any number of different moods.
Another wayt The novellst can assume the god=like
creative privilege and simply elect to ohﬁsider the.
events of the story in their various aspects--emotional,

- scilentiflic, economlc, religious, metaphysical, etce.

He will modulate from one to the other=--as, from the o

- amesthetic to the physico-chemical aspect of things, from

" the religious to the physiological or financial., But -

- perhaps this 1s a too tyrannical imposition of the
~guthor's will. “ome people would think so. But need
the author be so retiring? I think we're a bit too
squeamlish about these personal appearances nowadays

26“‘

This 1s éssentially the formulalused 1@ WritingxPoinﬁ el

26 pl1dous Huxley, Point Counterpoint, 294,
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Counterpoint. It 18 a sort of fusibn;of similaré ahd disQ
simllars solving problems that are invthellarge 81m11ar but
in regard to detall not the same. Everydneyin this novel 1is
attacking‘thé same problem: how 1is onebto 11ive éuccessfuiiy?
Those who do not arrive at what Huxley feels is’the correct

gsolution are made to appear "queer" or "fantastic", "vomic",

“Huxley presents a central figure, Mark Reamplon, who acts
es the medium through which Huxley's own theories are ex-
Q’pressed. Extremely obvlous pdrallels betwsen R@mpion and

D. H, Yawrence exist, for Lawrence possessnsd many of the ideas

. that Huxley began using about 1927. Huxley snd Lawrence

_were friends of long-standing (thelr friendship began in the

- latter baft of 1915 and continued until Lawrence's death in
1950)27. -Huxleyfhadnprofouﬁd respect for that author both
 as an-individﬁal and as a thinker. Thougﬁ Huxley knew that
Lawrence found his own doctrines too much for evenvtheir‘
author to live by, he was struck by the wiszdom of what'theée
ideas were intended to bring about. Becauss of this Strong‘
tie which lay between the two men and becsuse Huxley had
"‘probably»acquired many of his 1deas from Lawrence, itvis'not
_difficult to understand why 1t 1s that LgWrenCe appears here.
It 1is Rampion, who has discovered the cOrrect‘way'to:live. He
kit 1s that has evolved é philosophy that is in reality the one

already described as being Huxley!s. vRampion'ahd'his‘wiféb

27 See Letters of D. H. Lawrence, Dec. 23, 1915,
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live simply, in what 1s an approximation of an integrated way
of life. 'Rampion spends most of his time talking,Aexpounding
his theories, and though bne gets a view of him as being
partlially three-dimensiénal through discussions of his early

conditioning, one rarely witnesses him doing anything vut
talke Rampion becomes therefore little more than an embodied
*‘*“*1dea. He exists becauss of his - theo _the . integggzggﬁman
and for 11ttle else. 1t 1s perhaps 1nterest1ng to note»that =
- though Rampion is merely the medlum through which the 1déas'
held jointly by Huxley and Lawrence and though Rempion is in
reality Lawrence himself, Lawrence did not, at first at least,
recognize thls fact. He says in a letter to Huxley, ". . .
:yourbﬁampion is the moat boring chéracter in the book?fa | -
gas-bag"ze';lt 1s possible that Huxley had 1nadver£ent1y ~ B —
changed Lawrence from flesh and blood into a‘"gas bag" bee’ »
cause he was writing a novél of ldeas.
Rampion s and hils wife's way of 11fe become the norme. By

showing this family talking and attemptiﬁv to live the theories

which are embraced in the ldeas regarding the lhbegrated

~_man, Huxley desires to throw lnto rellef the other charactera
"who do‘not follow the tenets of this philcsophj.«}The actions “  " :,533
of the others, the actlons of Sir Edward Tantamount, of his RN
daughter Lucy Tantamount, of John‘and Waltér Bidlake, of | i“~»&  “h4¥
Philip Quarles and of Burlap are all deviations from this norm,: -

set by the Rampions.

28 1p1d., 758,
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It 15 the lives of these peoplevthat he weavés together in

the contrapuntal fashion. Huxley doesn't bother with plot

in Point Counterpoint. He is interested exclusively In

promulgating his theories by presenting various flgures

(1deas) acting in relation to those theorles. Philip Quarles;

who 1s éontemplatihg wkiting a novel of 1deas, too, feels

that thls type of novel runs into difficultlies when 1t

0TI U,
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comes to the.portraying of reél pebple both because such a
novel would exclude "all but about.Ol per cent., of the human
race" and because "people who can reel_off neatly formulated
ndtions aren't qulte real."29 Practically the only ones who
expound'any 1deas here afe Rgmpionvand Quarles; the rest
merely ac£ and act "vomically" you may be sure, for Huxley
tries to make thelr lives appear so much like a‘"vomedy?
that one will be re#olted by thelr activities,

v Lucy Tantemount is perhaps the most outstanding charéc~
’ter'of them all. She is an extension of the personﬁlity of
Myra Viveash with an added touch of nymphomania in her make-
up. She is twice as bored as Myra, twlce ns rich, and twice
‘the failure. Her 1ife 1s what it is becansc she has allowed
soclety, sophlstication and the médern tempo to 1limit her

to mere seeking after pleasures. Living modernly, she says,

; e ols living qlickly. YOu can't cart = ﬁagoﬁ-ldéd

of 1ldeals and romanticisms about wlth you these days.
When you travel by alrplane, you must leave your heavy

29 prdous Huxley, Point Counterpoint; 295.
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baggage behind,.30
She let her desires to be modern interfere with other capa-
blilitles she undoubtedly possessed, other elements in her per=-
sonality. Her life had become lop=-sided because:she-refused
to carry "heavy baggage". Consequently she had become bored.

Whereas Myra, Huxley felt, had been bored simply becaﬁse'

boredom was in the alr, because sclence and the loss of values

. had put unlversal boredom in the air without any hope of
~ 1ts belng taken away, now Huxiey_knéw what triéks thesé con-
"tributihg factors have played on the personality. He knew
L that,if Lucy had but integrated her life, mude "living"

‘rather than "thrilling" her proccupation, éﬁé'wOuldvnot be

bored;

The one who 1s probably furthest from the norm in one

- difeétion 18 John Bidlake; that 1s, he is the complete sen-

sualist. There is no intellect at ell in hls make~up.
While Bldlake 1s repreSentéd 28 having been one of the greatest

' 11viﬁg értists; the reader meets him when ho 1ls getting old,

‘vwhen‘the frults of hls chosen way of life ﬁ?é ready for plcke~

ing. As an artist Bidlake has gseen everythling in terms of
buttocks; as a man he has done exactly the sgme'thing.u His

moat famous palnting 1s of "eight plump and pearly bathers"_‘

- which 1s a wreath of "nacreous flesh"._ "Even fheir faces .

were just Smiling»flesh, not a trace of spirit tO'distract N

you from the contemplation of theflbvely forms and their

30 Ipid., 203.
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former mistresses. But now everything is changed;

67

relationse®l His whole life had been just one 10vé:affairv

after anbther--LondOn gseems almost to be’pOpuléﬁéd by his _

He is

old--physically and artistically. His art is passe, and his

'body 1s no longer any good to him. He is dyspeptic and the

possessor of w at 1s probebly a8 cancer. From 1iving a 11fe
af—theff}eshfhe—is—reduceéﬂtemccnxemplating>the;ravagee—tgét

this Eypé of 1ife wreked. The only thing that 1s left 1s,a'
shoft peri@d of regret and finally the welcome‘gréve. Though
he led a physically excessive life, there 1s no 1ntegration
in his way of life. One retches rather seriously at the

vomedy of Bidlake's lifes

?vv" Sir: Edward Tantamount's difficulties arise out of the
| ‘fact that he has allowed his life to follow}the opposite-”
_direction from that which Bidlake tooks He haén't the

slightest grasp of what living physically means. " By diﬁt'df'

decadas of living In a sphere of rationality he‘has‘beéomé,~-

-~ to be sure, one‘of the world's greatest éci@mtists, but he

"_ 'has also become one of the world's most outsﬁanding fatlures.

", & JLord Edward was in all but intellect a kind of -
childs In the laboratory, at his desk, he was as old
. as science 1tself. But hls feelings, his intultions,
" his Instincts were those of a little boy. Unexercised,

the greater part of hls spirltual belng had never developqd;  

He was a kind of child, but with h%s childish habits 1n~
“grained by forty years of living. 7

Bl 1pid., 44
32 Tpide, 19.




in Rampibn‘S'sense of the word.

Lérd'Edﬁard'views with interest the sex life,qf."QXQIOtis'
énd cbickens; guinéa bigs and frogs: butlény:refehence to the
corresponding activities of humans made him painfully,uh-‘ |
comfortable"ssv As far as he 1is cdncerned‘sex dOeant ékist-
for the human specles, yet sex 1is rampant 1n the Iives of g

these about him, 1n that of his wife and that of his daugh-

Quarles, we have already mentﬂoned. It s enough to sayv.

‘?-T]that his 1ife has been one~sided in that he has withdrawn

into himself too much, that he is far too indifferent to what

. 1s going on sbout him and that he lives too much a 1ife of the |

i 1nte11ect.- He deviates from the’normal in thé'ééme wéyzthat

Lord Edwarad does, but he does so pathetica]ly ‘rether than
ridiculously. |

There are other characters, too. There 1s Burlap; Ehe

- iiterary eritie, whonhas‘excluded sincerity from his nature,

who doesn't know a genuine feéling from s Talse one. The

book ends with Burlap and his mistress, Bén%rice Gilray,

sitting at opposite ends of the blg old fashloned bath."And

that a,romp they hadl The bathroom was drenched with their
'splasﬁingé."54 And'Huxley says, "Of such 1s the Ktngdom'of
’vHeaven." As long as there are Burlaps~-and Burlap symbolises?5

'all the ridiculous characters in the book--this will be the

88 Ibid.;-laa.

54 1pid., 432.
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"Kingdom of Heaven". Could anything be more vomic? ; f éw,

There 18 no hope for mankind; its future will be that of

the world's Burlaps unless the individual psyche 1is pemodelled.‘

Fix up each peréon, make him live succesafully, and then there

owill be time enough to think of soclal reform. Huxley at

this time could look at the world'!'s muddle and see it only

in the 1ight of individual errors. He himself had never had
any serious financial,worries. Poverty and 1ts atﬁendant

| miseries were unknown to him, had nothing to do with his
life. He not only knew nothing about the sociéliy 1nferiop”
and economically destitute, but he was apparently not ine |

terested in this olass, for hardly an examples of 1t appears

“U

W

In any of hls novels that he had written up to thls time.

.

A

Socisleconsciousness was an intellectual matter for him, one
that had nothing to do with his own life. ‘he security 4in
“whilch hls own exlstence was nurtured fosterad}within him.
complete equanimity in the faco of the impsnding financialv
holacaust of 1929. The proletarlan novel wtx not yeth born;
for there dld not appear to be any need fon vuoh a type of —

literature in the boom years following the wars DBecause -

' people were not starving on every hand, Huxley and his col-‘
]eagues could completely lgnore the problem of going hungrv.
They could e¢lip thelr coupons and expect to keep on clip=-  '1;H:,; xo‘ o
ping them 1ndefinitely. Huxley in 1928 felt that the pro--i " s -
letariat was rapldly disappearing, that 1t was being absorbed

B by the bourgeoislie and that everyone might juétoas Weiioigfj

nore Marx and the menace of communism because the probléms~f
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which nurtured such ideologles would soon disappear. He ace

tually felt that‘unemployment would soon become negligible

1f not non~existent. He was convinced that "the immediate
future promises. . .a vast platean of standardized 1ncome."55 
Therefore 1t was only loglecal that he should concentrate on

psychological problems, problems 1ndigenous In the 1nd1v1dua1,

netgip manses of individuals. 46 do KHim 1ustice. he didn't
1gnore the difficulties that did eyist° he was very much
exercised over the evils of sclence, standardlzation, the
machine and the growing dis-regavd of established values. Hé
did not, as so0 many did, escape into aesthvticism, did not

drown himself in the exoticisms of Dada. No, he snw

‘everything that was wrong very clearly, and he cen be fore

- glven for not seelng what was about to be WIONL o

Brave New.World is qgilte obviously the nroduct of a

socially and economically secure background and ern, It

deals satiricelly with the trend toward social planning and‘
1ts reduction of the individual to the st&nAardizeﬁ cog in

‘the wheel of.the'general goods It deals with the problem

that Joseph Wood Krutch describes in The Modsrn Temper when
he says: |

Students of 1lts éfhe ant'a evolution tell us that the
automatic and yet cunning elaborateness of the life-
habits which 1t reveals are explainable only on the

- theory that insects were once more variable, perhaps
we can say more 'intelligent', than they are now, bubt -

38 pldous Huxley, Do What You Will, 241,
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that, as perfection of adjustment was reached, -
hablt became all-sufficilent, and hence the blo=-
logically useless consclousness faded away until
they are probably now not aware of thelr actlons
in any fashlon analogous to the awareness of

g - the mammals who are in certaln respects so much
i | less perfect than they.36

T

[ ]L‘IZII.IT

It 19 . a problem that has interested Huxley almost from the S -

very moment he began writing. As early as Crome Yellow,his

first novel, he said, "An impersonal generation will take the =

' place of Natﬁfe’S”hideous system.”'In vastrstéﬁé incubators,n"

. pows upon rows of gravid bottles will supply the world with
the populatién it reqnires., The femily system will disap- N ; -%

_pear; soclety, sapped at 1ts very base, will have to find

new foundations; and Eros, beautifully and 1rresponsib1y R

free, will f11t like = gay. butterflv from flower to flower
- . through a sunlit world."S7

For in Brave New World the bables are born‘fromvbott195¢' ¥ :

They spend their youth in vast dormitories where they are exe
posed to mass conditlioning, conditioning which causes them.
willingly to subject themselves to the good of the state, the (RN

~common good rather than the individual gamﬁ; They indulge in

open, unabashed sexual investigation from an early age; they

>consider the word "mother" to be the most obscene word in the
1anguage; And later, when they reminisce sentimentally about';'v

their childhood they sing songs such as’ the one with the refrain

36 Joseph Wobd‘Krutch, The Modern Temper,'494 '

37 Aldous Huxley; Crome Yellow, 49.




- 'Huxley had sald in one of the early essays in On the Margin

, . : 72
that ertes: ". . .that dear 1ittle Bottle of mine." Family

© 1ife in the Brave New World has definitely and irretrievably
. disappeared.v | o |
In Antic Hay he suggested a 1life in which qulet and soli-

tude.would become an almost unheard.of, completely undesirable
condition, an exlstence in which the encfoachmént of solitude

‘would be4gﬁjgggggggllxgggg§égg§}9 situation, would cause "one

to begin living arduously in the q‘iet, arduously in some

strange unheard-of manner."5® No one in Brave New World

= lives‘arduously. Everything has become stultifyihgly come
" f6rtab1e. In case 1life should byvén chanep beqome too weary~-

Ing there is'alwayS'the drug called goma whﬁrh lulls one into

forgetfulness. When existence becomes too béring one merely o E

hops élrocket s0 that he may court new varistles of nolse in . v»;
Iceland, in Mexicd or 1n‘Patagonia where 3&mptuous vésorté are o
'eQuipped‘with the latest "feely" pfoductiﬂns, entertainments
‘that are not only movies but "smellles" and "feelies"vasvwell,'
‘vThe péople in this super-civilization of meléj's have lost

all ability'to entertain themselves. They nre examples of what

- mlght be one of the main conditions of life in the future., He ;

‘said:

. .*.civilization looks as though it might easily decline '
into & kind of premature senility. With a mind almost
‘atrophied by lack of use, unable to entertain itself and
grown so wearily uninterested in the ready-made distrac-

”f 38 Aldous Huxley,.AntichaI, 202,
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tlons offered from without that nothtng but the gros=
sest stimulants of an ever=increasing violence and

. erudity can move i1t, the democracy of the future will
sicken of a chronic and mortal boredom.°9-
The inhabitantéAof the Brave New World would certainly sicken

~of thelr synthetic, mechanicalrentertainmeﬁts weféyit not for

~the inventive genius which 1s constantly at wdrk findingknew

and ever more‘1ng"icus~uetnods~of—1ux%inf—thefpepuiace;intos

feeling 1t desirable that it work exclusiveiv‘fér”the state.

In Those Barren Leaves Huxley says:?

At‘some distant future date, when soclety 1ls organized -
in a rational manner so that every individunal oceuples
the positlion and does the work for which hls capscltles
“really fit him, when educatlion has ceassd to instll into
-the minds of the young fantastle prejudlees instand of
“truths, when the endocrine glands have baen taupght to -
function in perfect harmony and dlseases have besn sup=
pressed, all our literature of conflict snd unhsppiness
‘will seem strangely incomprehensible; and our taste
for the spectacle of mental torture will be regarded as
an obscene perversion of which decent men should feel
ashamed. Joy will take the place of suffering as the
principal theme of art; in the process, it may be, art
will cease to exist. Happy people, we now say, have
no history; and we might add that hapry individuals
~have no literature. The novellst dlsmisses in a para=~
- graph his hero's twenty years of happlnecs; over a week
© " ‘of misery and spiritual debate he will linger through
. twenty chapters. When there is no more misery, he
~+ will have nothlng to write about. Perhaps 1t will be
all for the best.40 | e |

‘This is exactly what has happened in this.new civilization of
~ Huxley's. Everyone 1is hysterically heppy 1l the‘tihé;f Misery
has at last been swept from the world, andvlb'and behold,;v 

’ tragedy 1s completely mystifying fdveveryoné; Since ‘the. world

39 Aldous Huxlevy, On the Margin, 51.

40 p1dous Huxley, Those Barren Leaves, 65.
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is stablé, the people have eVefythingythﬁy'want;»"ére.bliSSé'
fully igncrént of passion and old agc", aren't "plagued” by
mothers and fathers,‘énd sihcexthéy are fotallylunaware cveh

of the existence of such conditions, 1t 1s 1mp03$ible to ex=

- pect them to comprehend In. any way the problcms involved in

Othello, for instance. They have "the_feeiies" and the

"scent organ" instead.

‘When Huxley wrote Those Barren Leaves, he could have one

of his characters say, as 1s quoted above, thctvpcrhaps all

‘this will be for the best. He had no philmaaphy'cf 11fe

against which he could hold up the world avound him and by

an-doing'dréw conclusions about what he saw. But at this time,

at thevtime he wpote'Brave New World, he knew that one must

“live an integrated 1life i1n which all man's diversities are
- given full play. In the civilizatlon.pcrtvayed in Brave New

1wcr1d none of man's aspects but the Impetus which makes him

strive for more and more pleasures and thrt which makes him

~securlty are lived fully. Thé evils and uwﬁieasantnesses which
" are so very much a part of 1ife and exist =2 much ns the gocd
features. should be accepted along with the other more desirable
”element3¢ It is because life 18 not integrated in the Brave‘cj

New World that 1ife has become a failure, that art and litera-  jc'

ture, things whichrresult from man's capacity for irrelevance"f»

have become non-existent. Just as Krutch asks, ".-.V.Who;

however weary he may be of human 1nstability and discontent

and violence, would exchange his state for that ‘of the ant’"

so does Huxley say that the worast of possible'worlds‘wouldxbev'

1
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better than this one in Brave New World, the best of possible T

worlds.

Huxley, who has probably never gone hungry a day 1in his

l1ife, can say that suffering and tragedy and‘hunger are but
normal aspects of 1ife and should therefore be retained.  Es~ "57

peclally 1s he to be condoned for saying 1t»1n'a'period»When

a

everyone else was wel l-f‘a and expected to be w"”if‘d‘““u even il

better~fod tomorrows It is not surprising that he should be o oo'f e

‘preoccupied with these aspects of the perlod in which hekwrote

Brave New‘Wofld,'aspects‘of the steadyiimprovoments’which were
belng made'technologically, economically and pollitically. For

Brave New World, a book about modern eivilization £§ducﬁig ad

absurdum, portrays a civilization in which all the goals
_ toward which we are striving, éll the elements in modefn
| society which we are trying to improve upon have been bettered
“'by the means we should like to use, It is the ‘world today
with which he 1is concerned here, for Huxlay Says, "y own‘o | oy
vféeling, whenevef I see a book about the future, is one of 

boredom and exasperation. What on earth Is the polnt of

troubling one's head with speculations abouf what men may,

‘but most certainly will not, be like in A.D. 20,0002" Huxley =
_doesn't for a moment suppose that people in the future will o

-substitute "On, Ford" for "Oh God"' ne doesn't suppose that

"xsexual promisculty will necessarilv be as rampant as he - por-

: trays it as being in Brave New World, but he does say that

this society 1s a caricature of our world today, Only ever SO;L,,y e

‘much more MWomt ey
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It 1s with Brave New World that Huxley closed the second

phase of his changing philosophy. In 1931, béfore<the'fi—

gnhncial_holoCaust had really hit him, before the Mussolinis

and Hltlers had become obviously malignant, hé cbuld’write

such & book as this with its mingled optimism énd pessimiSﬁ.
He could be sardonically optimistic about man'sAsocial ahd‘
fin;gézai_Eugar;*gatfpgsgimisEEc\OEErmEnWSEpirituﬁifﬁtﬁreo
Sudh an attitﬁde was definitely the product of the 1920'5 
with their blindness to the 1nev1tab1y’1mpending ovils. It
took a serles of severe blows to transfer the views of Huxley

and his contemporaries from a preoccupaticn with man as an

. individual to man as a member of soclety. And the vears since

© 1929 have been crowded with such blows.

I
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CHAPTER III

MYSTICTSM

v

With the publication of Brave New World Huxley laid aside

his theories regarding the Llfe Worshipper, put them away

definltely and finally, and closed another chapter in his

philosophical'peregrinations. He didn't, however, put down

"his "humanistie" theories with one hand while simultaneous-

. ly picking up his new theories with the other. Rather he eased

himself out of the one and into the other==~just as he had
eased himself out of futilitarianism and into "mmanism",

Four years elapsed between Brave New World and the appearance

of Eyeless in Gaza, in which his third philosophical attitude
is presénted full=blown with all 1ts many ramifications worked

oute In these four years two books appeared: the first,

Texts and Pretexts, an anthology which 1s ¢hviously a stop=

'y

gap, a work that signifles elther dislllnsisnment aver or

lack of interest in his "humanistlc" doctrines. For where his

~earller books were full of his vlews on the particular philoe-

sophic mood to which he held, this work does not stress philo-
sdphy at alle The second volume to occﬁpy his time during
thls transltional perlod was a travel book, a édrt'ofvdiary,of

his wanderings in Central America, called Beyond the Mexique

Baye. If one looks back to the previous transitional period o

in Huxley's 1life, the interlude between his fﬁtilitarién-ahd

humanistic periods, he will see that travel occupled Huxley's

et
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time then, too.

Beyond the Mexique Bay testifies to a sudden sterility of

creative abillty owing to the drying up of his faith in what
he had had to say. It is a soméwhat bitter, always searchlng
book that reveais,-along with 1tsbdisgust for Mexlcans, a

new disgust for humanity in general. Humanity had let him

e

down, o8 1t had let nearly all hls contemporaries down. With
the spread of the effects of the Wall Street Crash in 1929
there was a wldespread tightening of belts on both’sides'of the

Atlantic. The soup kitchen, the bread=-line and the dole be-

-came'evéryday topics. Hyde Park's soap boxes were belng oc=

cupled over time. Dissatisfaction ran rife, with hunger

marches, strikes and demonstrations taking,place,on every

hand. The Brave New World looked far from brave, Where was

-~ the plateau, the level on which wages were golng to find a

~ resting place? VWhere was this 1evéling‘of the bourgeoisie and

- working class to which Huxley had looked forward wlth such

@ompléte certainty? These attitudes to which he had held, he
discovered, were 111-founded, to put 1t miidly. The world in
which he had been llving just dld not exist any more. New
coﬁcepts'had taken the piaces of the old ones. He could no

1ongervlook at man In relation to an ecohcmically sqﬁnd state.

© Man's former "context" in which financial worries were'slley’

being erased from his life by téchnological improvements no ol

- longer sulted man in the fourth decade of'the twent1eth cen-

turye Whereas Huxley had formerly concerned himself with the

‘indiVidual's.psyche and forgotten about his'ééonOmic, soclo-

T
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logical, and political environment, he now found himself anable

to do soe. 'A;new situation confronted him; the~1ndiv1dﬁal_ap-

peared in a new light, in the "context" the thirties imposed
~ upon him. . | ERUTIE o o = (IPORERR N
International diffioulties as well as domestic problems ,o R

were growing in number and severity. By 1931 the Sir O0g~

w:f,whioh_took over the world. This was the Brave New World.

wald Mosleys and bheir strutting automéfoﬁé were'fﬁking oﬁ’a "., T
sinister rathér than a ridiculous aspéct; Economic unrést,»v. ‘a " k';;;
'wao_reﬁpihg‘its sowing of dragon's teeth, in the emphasis on B
uHitlers; Mussolinis and Staliné, 1sms, schimsms, the Aryan

v:’Raoe and a universal strengthening of nationallistic feeling

 Could one solve the international muddle by’méahs'of Huxloy’s'
Upumanisn"? Evidently Huxley himself felt that one couldn't, =
that 1i§ingoin no matter how moderately an excessive manner |
 would not cure the world of 1ts rash of Hitlers and depresslons.
Som’ethirig different must be dohe.' mime“mmg@ be taken off to | o -
‘Vconsider man's plight and see 1t carefulli. Hukley again.  v.v‘f~‘a S
‘felt.fhotrhe must sift thingé throuph 80 that he might‘dis—

cover the correct explanation of man's dilemma and the cor=

rect way out of 1t. - 'o.: g '».]vf‘_*7’ | ',,'oo;" .;"Y ;;ﬁ
So he went to Mexico, which Lawrence had said possessed [
8. "good natural feeling--a great carelessness."l» Here he ' 
f lcould watch man, one might say, anthropologically.' He could

investigate the reactions of civilizatiohron>a-moreoprimitive'1 -

1o, H. Lawrence, Letters'gg D, H. Lawrénce,‘565yio’
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culture. He could sée, for example, the results of American

whims on the maHogony industry and the frenzied but on the

whole 1ll=starred measures of adjustment. He could see man

with the barrliers down, acting openly as his more clvilized

brothers in Europé and America were octing'beneath‘a veneer

of cultural and legal restraints.- The actions of the impul-

sive Mexican permitted him to see: cne dllemma

;Wbatern World had become involved. Where the h‘nrope:sm resor-/
vted to subtle means for removing his adversaries, the Mexican

accomplished his ends more expertly and no less ethicallv with

a quick thrust of the knife. This fact or one verv closelv

akin to 1t must have 1mpressed him very d@finitelv, for later,

- as we Shall soon see, he was.to make mudh of genoralisations,

"from such examples of human folly.

At this time he could only comment on the sitnatlon.. He

| could see what was wrong with things, but he could not follow

‘what he saw to what were for him its loslsel conclusions. He ':

 could qnote 8 bit of doggerel that asked,

Will the hate that vou're
8o rich 1in _
~Light a fire in the kitchen,' :
And the little god of hate
turn the spit, spit, spit?2

He could say rather pontifically‘that>‘

L}

One of the preliminary conditions of international
peace 1s the unculeatlon of a new (or rather of a:5_;

2 Aldous’Huxley, Beyond the MexiquoxBéy, 89.




- He 'counld condemn hatred and st11l have very 11ttle that oould

be termed a workable solution, a we]l-wrounht plan of attack.

very old) scale of moral values. People must be
taught to think hatred at least as discreditable asa .
they now think lust; to find the more raucous mani-
festations of collectlve vanity as vulegar, low and
ludicrous as those of 1ndividua1 vanity.d

But these are merely descriptions of the existing situation.

'just quoted, in a negative way what was to be an 1ntegral

of his took was being paralleled by the trends of many of his

‘braced Catholiclam, Heywood Broun and Eﬁe?yﬁ Waugh;tho also . ;:é

PR T RIS ] Kov o N Do

selves with established forms of religion. .There 1s'a'quality,»

‘this time. World conditions had become so bad that many

At the same tﬁme, however, he says, 1n passages such as those S = .

".partvof his next philosophy.

It took a few years of floundering and meditation for

- him to finally decide upon a satisfactory solution of the

world's evils. The particular trend which this meditation i =

- contemporafjes. Wnile T, S. Ellot had been in the vanguard

of those who were seekinp a way out throuah.mysticlsm, there
were others who fo]lowod c¢losely on his heels. There waq,

for instance,'Ernest Hemingway, who for a time at least em=

took to the Church. These men were able to nssoclate theme

of desperation in the wholesale suocumbinv to- religion at b

.vcould no 1onger face the mvriads of problems that so obviously

stretched out before them in the years to come, :It was possiblo‘v:

 for them to lose themselves by finding = meaning to,exiétonce' “o:f_‘

'3 1pid., 99.
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through suech methods,

Others chose to combat the economlec, soclal and politlecal
evils that were sweeping over the world by assoclations of
another kind. They became Communists, Fasclats, Pacifists
~and Internationalists. Soclal consclousnesses ripenéd and.

produced proletarian novels, party-line poems, and tracts.

There was no wlthdrawing into lvory towera for these ,Deo__ le,

C T i 23

They'intended'to fight and, therefore, felt only contempt for

thoée,who lulled themselves into a forgetfulness of their
" plight. They wrote articles in the Daily Worker demanding

that the Workers Arisel  Like Granville Hicks and Malcolm
Cowley in books such as The Great Tradition and The Exile's

kt4Return, many confused aesthetlics and politics and pointed the
way to the market place. Strikes and strikers became the mé—
Jjors subjects in literature. Young Engllsh and American |

i poets, Auden, Spender, Lewis, Rukeyser, Patchen, Fesring and

so on ad infinltum became emmeshed in the vogue of the day.

In political and economic circles as well i{hare were the devo-:

tees of the varlous soclal schemes for thé rlanning of so=
clety. Harold Lasky and the Webbs, among others, added an-

thoritatiﬁe impetus to the communlstic band-wagon. There were

Cook's Tours to Russia taken by everyone from John Dos Passos

to such infinitely respectable lady-novelists as E. M, Dela=-

field. All were shouting 1in a raucous din to the effect that

- something must be done, and Ilnvarlably everyone knew exactly

just what that something must be,

There were two camps then; one occupled by those who
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scrambled up out of sight In the clouds of rellgion and mys-
ticlsm; one for those who joined the picket line, the labor
organizers and the revolutionists. Nearly everyone dld one
thing or the other. Just as they had all reacted to poste-
war hystéria by 1étting down their back hair and uttering |

lamentations or equally impotent sneers of displeasure, just

RO S0 0 1 I s S RO

— a8 everyone had permitted the mirage of financial security to

waft them into fogs of Dada and estheticism, so they all at

this time expressed the to-be-expected 1ndiv1dﬁality by be~

_coming to a man inhabitants of the helghts or the depths.

‘Those who scorned both positions were lgnored as too iﬁsig-

nificant or were lambasted for wasting valuasble talents.

Huxley, however, was different. Where he had formerly
been the spokesman‘for his generation-QWhen everyons had been
futlle after the war; where he had at least been expressive of
the general attitude during the boom period before 19293 now
at last he was different. And how was he differént? He ém-
braced both attitudes, both mystiqism and = soclal conscloug=
nesé. | |

It 1s strange that Huxley should turn mystic when one re-

'members his loud expressions of’disapproval of mysticlsm in

his earlier writings. In Do What You Will he had termed

mysticism a "confession of a fear of life, of an 1nabili£j to

deal with the facts of experience as they'present themselves~~ o

“the confessién, in a word, of a Weakness, of which men should
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be ashamed, not proud."4 But now he confeSéeé that he was
speaking from his oWn.lackvof experienQé. v"Non-mystics;“ he
says, "have denled the validity of the mystical experlence,
describing it as merely subjective and illusory. But.it:
it, any direct intuition mist seem subjective and illusory."5
For Huxley himself has at last had such an experience, and he
frankly admits that he formerly did not know whereof he spoke.

It was in ﬁxeless in Gaza, writtén in 1935, that he pre=

. sented asfictionlzed version of what might be termed a spiri-

tual awakenings But 1t 1s more than an ¢y»lanation of his

 att1tﬁdes>regarding mystliclsme It 13 a donvment In which he
presents his soclal philosophy as well, f»» hia personal aﬁd['

~soclal philosophies are of course 1ﬁdissninhly relﬁteﬁ.‘

Tt 1s only strange that mysticlsm characterised by withdrawal

from society should accompany a very outwepd-looking, forwards

looklng attltude toward the individual 11 his relatlionship

with soclety. It is not strange from Huxlsvy's own point of

view that he should be interested in the sntlsfactory solution
- of man's social vproblems while-at'the smre Lime ppgfesSing

‘A.bélief in a mystical explanation of the universe. It“isn't

strange when one considers the fact that though Huxley has

‘should be remembered that to those who have never'actually ned

anlways been phlegmatic, indifferent to people in regard to ac- :

tually knowing them, he has never heen at all Introverted in

4 pldous Huxley, Do What You Will, 75.

5 pldous Huxley, Ends and Means, 332.
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the true’sense of the word. Lawrence in a letter to Hﬁxley
z sums up this situation pretty well: "You aré an eXfraﬁert By
"inheritance far more than in esse. You'd have made a much

;'better introvert nad you been allowed."6 The 1mportant fac-

tor is that he hadn't been allowed to withdraw to the exc]usion :

'f7of others completely. He was able to ‘and had always‘been_able,i

‘a8 well as himself, even when he was not able to find any so=

© lution to those problems .or any meaning to 1life. -Ihis'IV6rnyf

o Tower-Market Place attitude 1s strange vonly'in 1ts comparative

'; ‘ﬁn1queness~and'illustrateé as graphically as does any other

” $ing1e fact;conCGrning Huxley hls surprising smenabllity to

 ;ﬁhe,genera1 trends which thinking has taken during his lifetime.
”: _It takeS'akgood deal of agllity and the powé& of reconcilia- |

.tibn to possess s philosophy in whiéh thé”s&wremé Impertence:
" df:the soul does not make the body‘any the less important.

" He fixed hls eyes on man and on God at the . same time.
-Hé’ldokéd to the future of man in relation %e the world as 1t
has become; He saw that the world was in a moss just as -

. 'Victorian bngland, outslide the villages, the country S
~houses and the genteeler quarters of the large towns, =
was a land of indescribable ugliness and misery. To es=-

cape from it Karl Marx went out imaginatively into the = .

“revolutionary future. gskin and William Morris 1nto
'the pre-industrial paste.

' 6 D. H, Lawrence, Letters of D, H. Lawrence, 693.

7 Aldous Huxley, Beyond the Mexique Bay, 252.‘3;
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: Though he might yearn for the past of E11zebethan England,

he never foolishly saw’any solution in a disregarding of the

'xviindustrial aspects of the world today, never consideredva re-

turn to former ways of doing things.

It was a phllosophy founded on bases such as these that

Huxley presented in Eyeless in Gaza and again a year or so

.87

‘he

ie

fe

called Ends and Means. In this novel Huxley~writessof Anthony =

i Beavis, who might really be named Aldous Huxley in regard to

temperament end sttitudes generally. Eavis! life parallels
a Huxley's in his post=war feeling of futility snd.his later

~embracing of the concéptskof tht might bs called a mystic
in hip-boots; The construction of this novel 1s moderatsly

experimental. Hukley, in writing of Beavis‘llife, has thrown

| the 1dea of chronology to the winds. ?he various shapters
 are headed by the date on which the events described therein
o took place. One skips about from 1934 to igoz. Huxley

‘moves nelther backward nor forward throughvtime; he simply

: jumbles'everything with a gleefully hectic nbandon. He hints

at an excuse for organizing Eyeless in Gaza in this manner:

: Beavis 1ooks through his collection of old snapshots. pictures

of his mother taken at different periods in herllife,-of,his
‘Priends and of himself. By 1ooking at these’piéturesshe‘fs-
| salls bits of the past. "Somewhere in the mind a lunatic
shuffled a pack of snapshots and dealt them out at random,

>shuffled once more and dealt them out in,differsnt order,

again and again, indefinitely. There was ns'chrondlogy.f The

st
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l1diot remembered no distinction between before and after. The

thirty-five years of his consclous 1life made themselves im=-

IZ]IT".Z‘KJIIW‘IIIZ. T !ml A 1

mediately known to him as a chaos-=-a pack of snapéhots in the

o

hands of a lunatic."8 In this crazy, 1llogical way Beavis

i

1

sees his 1ife and what he sees is recorded in the novel just

as 1t comes to him, To write loglcally the story of ‘the 11fe

of a _man of the contemporarv ﬁbrld, Huxlev suggests, one must

s .1}1. .:JZ;L‘}[‘II:L o

be illogical 1n regard to the selection of the order 1n;which‘

: the evenﬁs are to be related. . |

Bﬁt’thére 1s another; more practlcal reaéoﬁ for Huxlej's o P

.‘_using thils method in Eveless in CGaza. He 1s presenting anew |
_ theory‘here.' It 1s a phllosophy that' comes as the culminating ;ﬁf
point in the 11fe of his hero Anthony Beavis. Since Huxley

desired to show Beavis' 1ife from early youth until the fér-
tieé, when he accepted this phillosophy, theré would be in the : L
first'place llttle SpaCe devoted to the philosophy itself | :
were 1t to appear at the very end of the nnﬁel. Too, the - o i
point,’ﬁhe value to thils phllosophy would In a seﬁse‘be vitia~- v', | ;;;

ted if he were to tack it on at the end n: a sort of moral to

. Beavls!' early misspent life. As thils novel Stands;’Withbut
‘the usua1 chrono1ogy, one becomes acqualnted wlth this philo?4 P e
Sophy in the very early pages. By the'time one completes” e

, Eveless in CGaza he 1s thoroughly familiar with what Huxley has"’
~to say regarding his solution to the chaos of the thirties.

Beavls, as we have already suggested, 13.1n'many respects‘” ‘

8 Aldous Huxley, Eyeless in Gaze, 17.
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similar to Huxley himself. By reading'ebout a man who is
1like Huxley arriving at a philosophy that is in every way the
same &8s Hukley's, 1t 1s possible to become better acquainted

with the philosophy's appropriateness to 1ts propounder.

There are even obvlious physical similariltles between Huxley

and Beavis. For example, Beavis, like Quarles, was injured

before the war‘ﬁf‘evtreining‘eampﬂin”ung ar‘ ;"

el

bumpkin with a hand-grenadeg" ‘had prevented his. going to war,»‘

1ust as a fool wlth & cart had made 1t 1mpossib1e for

Quarles to go to. France, just as bvad evesipht had kept Huxley
in England during*the_war-years. The time Beavis spent in

reflecting while pecuperating from khis wound had prepared

him for an acceptance of postewar futilitarianism."_Thie,"bump»
kin" had liberated him from the war hysteria, made him realize
- that stupidity as well as honour had "come back as a kinp, to. fr -
earth".10 In the hospltal he watched ite‘"royal nropress | |
through the earth".1l Beavis found himsel? confirmed in N

his pessimism when the vogue for that af ’!nde wag Jjust get-

“ ting under way. _ -

The years followlng the war»found'a Beavis, who was very

“much like Huxleyrin his general attltudes. The way to a

philosophy of meaninplessness had been prepared for him in
the same school that Huxley's had been prepared for him.

Beavis came from a scholarly, comfortable beckgrqund which hadf'
9Ibid., 68..

10 Ip1d.

11 71pbid.
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given hlm alpublic school and university education, made him
economically independent{ giﬁen him a career thatkoffered.
him prestige as well as added financial security. Besides a
f£irmly entrenched futilitarian attitude, Beévis shared other

things with Huxley. He, too, was indifferent=-even in child-

hood. "There are times," hils father had sald in discussing

him, "when he‘seems‘strangely indifferent{ﬁizv Later in 1life
‘he was to look back upbn this dominating influence in h1s‘§f-
fairs. "Itve alﬁays," he says, "condeﬁned showing off and ﬁhe
desire to dominate as vulgar, and imaginesd myself pretty free
of these vulgarities. But in so far as fres at all, free, I
now perceive, only thanks to the indifferanse whilch has képt
'mé away from other people, thanks to the external-economic and
:1nterna1-intellectual circumstances which mnde me g soéioio-
'gist,rather than a banker, administrator, engineer, working in
direcﬁ contact with my fellows."13 In his attitude toward
love, too, there 1s a striking simllarltv hetween Beavls and
Quarles and possibly with Huxley himself, one might‘surmise.
The greatest warmth he could muster Iin his relationship with
the woman he came closest to loving was "a kind of detached
;1rresponsiblebamusement."14 Instead of loving this woman he> 
wanted freedom, he says,

12 1pid., 75.

13 1bid., 295.

14 Ibid., 233.
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"+ + ofor the sake of my work==-in other words, to re- e
main enslaved in a world where there could be no ques=- =
tlon of freedom, for the sake of my amusements. I =
insisted on irresponsible gensuality, rather than

love. Insisted, in other words, on her becoming a means
to the end of my detached, vhyslcal satisfaction and,
conversely, of course, on my becoming a means to hers."1d

It seems that Beavls had dellberately kept from getting away

from his own private little world, kept from beiné attached to

Helén in any way. DBeavis explains ‘his adherence to a phiIBEBi‘;‘“

phy of meaninglessness along much the same 11nes 88 he ex=
pleins hls malntenence of a detached point of view even in

his love affalrs, ‘ ‘ ' ‘ %

He himself, Anthony went on to think, he himgself had

chogsen to regard the whole process as alther pointless or , gg
a practlcal joke., Yes, chosen, for It had been an act _ =
of the will, If 1t were all nonsense or a joke, then he ' E
was at liberty to read his books and exercise his talents =
for sarcastic comment; there was no resson why he g T
gshouldn't sleep with any presentable woman who was resdy

to sleep with him. If 1t weren't nonsense, 1f there were i
some significance, then he could no longer live lrrespon- i
sibly. + .He had chosen to think i1t vsnsense, and non-
sense for more than twenty years the thing had seemed to .

Dee o o
There 1s an asmazing similarlty between thnze remarks of Beavis? ;;
and some of those of Huxley's own on the ssme tople 1n Ends %%

and Meéns. The faet that Beavis 1s obviously'a portralt of : o =
Huxley himself in regard to thls one point strengthens the R s
similarity between Beavis and'Huxley'on other points. Come SR ;ﬁ

pare the following statement in Ends and Means with the one

just quoted from Eyeless in Gaza:
15 1vid., 245.
16 1p1d., 469.
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For myself as, no doubt, for mosgt of my contemporariles,
the phllosophy of meaninglessness was essentially an.
Instrument of llberation. The liberation we desired was
simultaneously liberatlion from a certaln political and
economlic system and llberation from a certaln system of
morality. We objected to the morality because 1t inter=
fered with our sexual freedom; we objected to the polie
tical and economlc system because it was unjust. « .As
in the days of Lemettrie and hls successors the desire
to justify a certain sexual looseness played a part in
the popularization of meaninglessness at least as lm=-

portant as that played by the desire for liberation from
unjust and-—inefficient form of qnpﬁnl nrqanization.

an— U..UJU.DU ana—amnel el R

That EBEEEEE& of which Huxley speaks in these passages was
probably not as conscious, as deliberate as he would 1ike to
éuppose thét 1t wass It 1s more reamsonaiila to belleve that
such a selection of attitudes would appear as an effort of

the willl in retrosﬁect§ However, since he was tm‘believe, In-

Ezelésq in Gaza and in Ends and Means, thnt his relection of

a philosophy of meaninglessness was oWingfto a desire to seek
11beraiipn from the restraints of conventiénal morallty and

a desire to régister protest against the exlstine soclal sete
up, then 1t would be supposed that one ~f three things would
have to be done: He would have to rec~nrile himself to the

- exlsting condltions, though 1t 1s hard t~ imagine Huxlev ine
dulging very seriously in reconciliation in the face of his
contlinuously violent expresslons of distaste at the vomedy
he saw about him; he would have to prepare a workable plan
that ﬁould give meaning to the sort of 1life he felt hé could
lead only when}things were meaningless;'or he would‘haﬁe to
dlscover altogether new endsvfor hiskexistéhcé. In fact;

‘what really did oceur, however, was a sort of fusion of the

17 Aldous Huxley, Ends and Means, 316.
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first and the last alternatives. His new view of the unl- '
verse, as it happened, conformed in many reapects to present-

day mores and ethical attitudes. He approved of these atti-

tudes, however, for very different reasons than are customary. 0
Where 1t micht seem doubtful thsat Huxley had conscionsly |

selected a futilitarien attitude in the years after the war

for = définitavpgaagn, 1t 18 not so doubtful that this was the
case in regard to his "humanism" and his mysticism.l It 1s |
reasonable to belleve that 1f a feeling of_futility and'frus—
"tration becomes 1ﬁtense enough, ingralined enough in an indivi-
dual, there 1s gulite apt to be a reaction., Futility 1s a
negative, unsatisfylng attltude conducive only of furthef

. dissatisfaction. At least this provéd.to be the cnse with Hux- LR
.1ey and with many of his contemporaries. There is an Ame : ;éz
plied explanatlon of the fesuit of his conaclous deslre for a |
‘new philosophy In the middle~twentles, an/&xCusiﬁg of himgelf L

for the channels in which this desire toolk him, when he savs

in Ends and Means:

¢« o sthose who, to be liberated from poiltican or gexual
restraints, accept the doctrine of absolnte meaninglegs= ,
ness tend In a short time to become so much dissatisfled ‘ =
wlth thelr philosophy (in spite of the services 1t renders)
that they wlll exchange 1t for any dopms, however manifestly
nonsensical, which restores meaning if only to a part of

the unlverse, : ‘

" This passagé might be interpreted as a kind of disposing of the

second phase of his changing philoéophy,'51ncé he hadvheld to

18 1pi4., 319.



’1t for so comparatively short a perlod of time and since he
"had ultimately arrived at another interpretation of 1ife. His
acceptance of a philosophv of meaning]essness, according to

him, satisfied certain demands made by his personalitv, gave

‘him a certain ephemeral satisfaction at least. He saw people

living by it amd,,he confesses, lived by 1t'himse1f. It had

a measurevbl VEIIUlEy'EDOUt*IV‘wne a5 his "humanism' -was
merelv the result of a desire to find 8 meaning, any meaning
. for existence. It was an 1ngenious1v worked out philosOphy,v‘
to be sure, but it had no applicability about it. Llawrence:

| had not been able to live by 1t, nor had Huxley. That it was
‘°’a philoSOphy incapable of being applied we have alreadv geen,
 His "humanism was a fundamentally intellectual matter with |
v‘him and was therefore doomed to failure. ﬂe could take cog-
nizance-of thie fact, and, though he was to deiiberately' |
choose hls new way‘of life also, he would select cne fhét he

could feel and apply as well as understand., _Itfwould at the

‘same time be one that would have 1ts practical applications in

improving domestic and i1nternational problems'ae well és per=

- sonal cnes,mSinCe the'sorry mess that had gripped the world

at :this time had thoroughly 1mpressed,1tself upon his mind. T
Mystictsm is an attitude that can be held by means of the
feelinps. It is an attitude that can be acquired only- through :

“extra- or super-mental prcesses.v And mysticism is ‘the foun-"

dation ﬁpon which his new phllosphy was based._«Beavief ac=

quisition of a mystical view of life is»in’many;respects para14

let to Huxley's own. After years spent 1ndu1g1hg’hisjindifr‘

(it
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ference and satisfying his sexual desires Beavis, much to his
own amazement, 1s prevalled upon by Mark Staithes, who has a

theory that one should 1live dangerously in a Nietzshean sort

 of way, to go to Mexico to take part in a revolution there.
The Stupidity of such a plan, the 1mpossibility of»itsyv B s

making for any kind of success 1s apparent from the start but

n - . -| _‘_ »

eavis is— g to try an‘ytnlng a9 an antid 't

& 10T

satisfaction with 1ife that too long an adherence to meaning~

lessneas has caused.~ This idee-of Stalthes' 1s simllar enough
o Huxley's own idea of moderate'excessesrtO'ﬁake the Mexi~

“can 1nterlude in Beevis' 1ife symbollze ﬁhe "humanistic" one

41anuX1ey's. Neither attempt at finding AN answer was suce

o |:7m(

_cessfﬁl. But Beavia' trip to Mexico preved to- bs more valuable

|

WI}“‘: U

to him then he had supposed 1t would. While he had gone ina

despairing way to test a theory in which he had no real hope

T

at all, he met’a,physician~anthropologist'named miller, who
had a much more satlsfactory theory\than'Sﬁaithes' that = vf;ﬁ,
Beevis found would answer his every demands ' T

Beavis simply abSorbed the teachinys of lMiller, just as

" Quarles had absorbed those of Rampion. There 18 no reticence"v %%

5?f e;"iAvon the part of Huxley's characters about 1lifting the theories’ivr —
R ef~otherseend using them for thelr own. No,more 1s;there>re? ; .
ticenee on Huxley's own part about doing‘1dentica11y"the’eemea
' Huxley had felh no qualms about usihg.Lawrehee's theesies iﬁ!'
“his "humanistic' period. Now one finds such obvious simi-
larities, similarities that will become apparent as we. g0

' along, between Huxley s mystical point of view and that of the. ,
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author and philosopher, Gerald Heard, that one cannot help
but decide that Huxley has done the same thing agsin at this

time.

Through talking tovMillef'Beavis reallzes that hls former.

1ifé was e complete fallure and that in order td acquiregah e

integrity in his own eyes if not in those of others he must

embrace the theories of'Dr. Miller's‘philosophy. 'He adﬁires

| ,the doctor's efficiency In a crisis, the quiet assurance fhat
~his personality radiates and finally the apparent wisdom and
‘vbasis'of truth that lies behind the doctor's theories, so he

3 ;determines,to»become a dlsciple of Miller's. Whether or not

there 1s as intimate a link between Huxley and Heard as there

| 18 between Beavis and Miller,>I do not know,‘bﬂt it 1s_npt-too'

fantastié_to suppose that something like that 1s the case,

The‘fact~thm: Huxley's address, at thls wrlting, 1s Santa Moni =
 “ca, California and that Heard's is Hollywcod mav be pertinent |

to this question.

‘Beavis and Huxley, too, through a wieticnl Inaight have

."bean mede aware of what they belleve 1s the underlyving prin-

~¢iple In the universe. WMiller tells Beavis how to arrive at

fhis'mySticﬁl*experienCe. A myqtién] ewper*enbe is nbt the

haphazard sort of thing that one might suppose 1& to be, but

it must rather be. courted bv the {ndividual who would wish torf: “”'
’arrive'at the truth. Through meditatﬂon 1t 1s possible for v
_one to train himself to the point where he can become aware of: 
“the unity in the universe., Beavls in h1s journa1 describeg :

the plan by saying that "Empirically, 1t is found that'a de-~‘u- ';
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votional atmosphere increases efficlency, intensifies spirit

of co-operation and selfe-sacrifice. DBut devotion 1n_Christian

terms wlll be largely unacceptable. Miller believes possible

8 non-theological praxis of meditation."l9 Huxley explains

this idea of meditation more coﬁpletely, however, In Ends and

- Means. He says,

- But medltation is more than a method of self-education;
1t has also been used, in every part of the world and .
from the remotest periods, as a method for acquiring

- knowledge about the essentlel nature of things, s method
for establlishing communlon between the soul and the lne-:

- tegrating principle of the universe. Meditation, in

~other words, ls the technldque of mysticlsm. Properly
practlised, wlth due preparation, physlcal, mental and
moral, meditation may result 1in a state of what has been
_called "transcendental consclousness'-~the direct in-
tultion of, and union with, an ultimate splritusl reallty
that 1s percelved asﬂimultaneously beyond the self and in
‘some way within 1t. , ' ' :

The true nature of the univers of which one may eventually .

: beébme aware through_the meditatlve training 1s not en easy

thing to-put one's flnger on. Huxley's vievw of the matter
hinges on the 1ldea that there is an all-pervesive "mind" that

is ever~present throughout the universe. lisiter and physi=-

cal activities mey be controlled by means of the mind, such

- things as hypnosls, cleirvoyance and mental telépathysx In

speaking of mental telepath in Ends and Means he quotes

PrOfeSSOI"Co D. Broad as saying that 1t 1s probabl.y necessa'ry"_

to postulate the exlstence of some kind of pﬁre1y menta1 me-

19 pldous Huxley, Eyeless 1in Gaza, 12.

20 ajdous Huxley, Ends and Means, 332.
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- dium, in which individual minds are bathed, as 1n:a”kind of

non~physical ether. Huxley concludes from thls fact and from
the fact that 1f one grants the exlstence of "prevision

that "this mental medium has 1ts existence outside time. ‘Iﬁ
would seem, then, that mind, or at any rate something»pf é

mental nature=--"a psychlc factor', within a psychic mediume

‘vwwgv"€§1§fﬁ\1*aepenaennLy*b e body—and of the spatinl and. tem=

poral condtions of bodily life."21 Eyeless in Gaza has its

references to this,explanation of the unity that exlsts in the

‘universe. Beavis in his Journal says:

"Divisive emotions; but the fact that they can be
Interchanged, can be transferred from tind to mind and
retain all their orlginal passion, 1s o demonstrae
tion of the fundamental unity of mindq."zz

~ Huxley's theories regerding the force that lies behind the

universe colncide exactly with those of Gerald Heard, who says

in The Third Morality:

In the deeper layers of consclousness, telepathy,
clalrvoyance and prevision seem to be proceeding.

- In other words, in these layers we seem to emerge
into a comprehensive, impersonal consclousness out
of which all our individual personallities are
thrust, as lslands out of an underlying land mass are
thrust above sea~level. Our personalities, 1t also
appears, can serve that common and personal con=-
sclousness so long as they keep contact with it :
through their depths and through the realizatlion that
they are not ends but means, not Separate wholes but

parts of a single state of belng.

2l 1pid., 300.
22 pldous Huxley, Eyeless in Gaza, 468,

23 gerald Heard, The Third Morelity, 161
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and agaln in the same book:

Our present knowiedge of the nature of reality shows us
there 1s a conscliousness around us, similar_to, but not
the same as our personalized consclousness. :

These passages from Heard's book 1llustrate fairly clearly

just how similar the phillosophies of Heard and Huxley are.

Even the terminology 1s very much the sameé in the presentation

- of the phllosophles of the two men.

. This 1is the Ivory-Tower side of Huxley's bhiiosophy. It
1s the mysticlsm that glves meaning to the universé, make 1t
worth the struggle to Improve matters. Le thefe lg some
value to existence then 1t is valuable to bring’down from the
Ivory Tower the 1deas.that‘have been glesned while reflecting
there and make these ideas applicable to the Market Place.
The.superéindividuality with which 1t 1s possible to merge
oneself if a persoﬁ will but try mskes 1t necéssaryrfqr é
Wholeséle shifting of actions and values,

The greatest part of both Eyeless !»n Gaza and Ends and

Means 1s devoted to a carefully workéd nit program for making
mah,aﬁaré of what Huxley feels is the true meéniﬁﬁ to.exlg=
tence. There 1s little time spent in eXplaining‘thé nature
of this universal and all-powerful unity which lies behind
the seeming diversity in men's physical and mental.aspectsQ
It is the program that 1s 1mportént; The goal'é nature wili

become clear in proportion to the amount of effort that is

24 1b14., 168.
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expended in striving to reach that goal which is outlined in
these books but which 1s iImpossible tb really know at second
hand because of its mystical nature. |

V Since the force behind man and nature 1s thls "fundamen-

tal unity of minds", it 1s necessary for one to cease thinking

in terms of the individual personality, in terms of activities

that will further the ends of one person to the disadvantage

of others and begin thinking and acting in ways that will best

advance the group. The first step toward acquiring this
group-habiﬁ 1s for the individual to know himselft 1f one
knows himself in a detached manner, he wlll ﬁhen know how to
change himself, know how to weed out thoserelements in his
nature which obstruct his gssoclating himsgelf with the group.
Indifference, Huxley says, 1s a "form of sloth".”P ’One_can-
not fuse one's own interests with those of others 1f he s too
lazy to pay any heéd to others énd}their interests. indif-

ference, which in himself Beavis (and Huvley) recognizes to be

& chief characteristic, he 1lifts to the importance of a majdr-

sine.

The next step, after advencing onescif In the abllity
to submefge one's own desires for the goocd of all the people,
1s to join small sélf-governing groups organiied for the pur-

pose of meditating upon the nature of the universe, acquiring

training in physical control and through that control of the

impulses and feelings. Once steps have been made toward Im-

25 plaons Huxley, Eyeless in Gaza, 11.
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proving the individusl's behavior it may be expected that

there will be correspording improvements In national condvet

which is a "large~scale projection. . .of the individual's

secret wishes and intentions."26 If one loves his fellow=- | L

men In what seems to be a Shelley-llke manner, i1t will be ) o

Impossible for him to mlss associating nis cause with that of

6ﬁhérs7*‘£ftér‘undérwbinn'a‘béribd‘ﬁf‘tbnsidéﬁaﬁiE‘tTaﬁhin? T -
along these llnes the indivjdual will tend toward becominp .
the 1deal man whom.Huxlev calls "Non-attached." In Ends and

Means Huxley defines thils idesal man by snyipg that

- The 1deal man is the non-sttached man. loneattsched to
his bodlly sensations and lusts. DNon~ntinehed to his
craving for power and possessions. Non=attached to the
objects of these various desires. Nonwsttached o his
anger and hatred; non-attached to hls exclusive loves.
Non~attached to wealth, fame, soclal rosltlion. Non=-
attached even to sclence, art speculstinrn, philanthropye.
Yes, non-attached even to these. For, like patriotism,
in Nurse Cavell's phrase, "they are nobk snourh." = Non-
attachment to self and to what are calied "the thines
of the world" has always been associated in the teachines :
of the philosophers and the founders of rveliglons with S
an attachment to an ultimate reality creater and more o
significant than the self. « o - 7 -

Non-sttachment is negative only in nsw=. The prractice —
of non-attachment entells the practlce of all the virtues.
It entalls the practice of charity, for example: for
there are no more fatal impediments thay anper {even

M"pighteous indignation") and cold-blocded mallce to the
identiflication of the self with the lmmsenent and trang-
cendent more~than-self. It entalls the practice of
courage; for fear 1s a painful and obsessive ldentifica«
tion of the self with 1its body. (Fear 1s negatlve sen-
suality, just as sloth 1s negatlve malices) It entails
the cultivation of intelligence; for insensitive stupl-
dlty 1s a main root of all other vices. It entalls the
practice of generosity and dlsinterestedness; for avarice
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and the love of possessions constrain theif'victigs .
to equate themselves with mere things. And so on, v
The condition in which one would live were he to become "non=
attached" would not be one of asceticism, for\that,makes one

consclous of the self, of separateness rather than of the

ZroUupe.

nations. It 1s in regard to international félatiohsbips that

~ Huxley hits at.the fundemental truth that was later to proﬁe’
almost shattering to his regained faith. Lhronghout Eyeless

in Gaza gpd‘ﬁggg and ﬂggég he declaims against the nse of vio=
lencé~ebétween individuals and between natlons. It 1s here
that the major emphasls In hils philosophy at»thisvtimé 1les.
 "Ends do not justify means," "Non-violence rather than violence™

28 Brotherly

'khe>uSes as kind of refrains in the two books.
love, compassion, charity and‘the_use of intelllgence between |
natlions will ﬁend to decrease war &nd thus bring about a situa=-
tion in which individuals will be able t- hecome aware of
theirvoneness with each other and the wun!verse. The use of

" Non-vioclence has worked on various occasions, Huxley insiats,
If this is true, then why not use it instead of war? Of |
course, 1t 1s not easy to acquire the technique that is ne-

' cessary before the use of non-violence can be assured of

proving successful. 1t may take three years of training'to

27 pldous Huxley, Ends and Means, 4.

28 For examples of this "refrain" see Eyeless in Gaza, paces
315 and 246, and Ends and Means, pages 31 and 161"

e \ e \fr![i],t i

i

N 8 ]




v 102
produce a man who will be valuable 1in the use of non-

- violence, but 1t takes an equal length of time to produce

8 soldief. Wouldn't a try at the use of such methbdsvhe
worthwhile, Huxley ééks? When one»éonsidérs thaﬁ-there,are

a number of events recorded in history in which non=vilence
has triﬁmphed against violehce, he reslirzes ﬁhat the'preaching

of such a doctrine is not as fooiish.as 1t micht seem. Hux-

insane were treated in Bedlsam and ﬁhe'way they are‘tréatéd
today 1n modern‘hospitals as a triumnh for non-violence.
' Géndhi’in Sputh Africa was emlnently succesaful 1n'£he uée’of
non=-violence, The Finns reslsted the Rusaslan's 1nw démnnding
} CGnscription and gained the desireé ends tn 1906, Deak in
Hungary in 1867 was successful in his nge of nonnvioience.
Certalinly violence has never vroved successzful, never creanted
any lasting péace; One can trace the emnr?énce of Hit]ér and
'vMu53011n1 right back to the'French.Revclut%bn aud the uge f
violence.at that 1me, Huxléy points out. Hince hmth?ng enn
ever come from the use of war and viclerss, why ecentinne
vaing suveh anti@uated means 229

- Huxley feltvthat 1t wae worth the=praacbinﬁ of sveh
doctrines in tre hope tﬁat some progress mizht he made fowavnd
arriving at the ends he so thorouchly bé}ieved’in.' From the-
nature of the examples of application of hjs;theqbies[ﬁegar—.
ding none=violence 1t 1s ohvimus’ﬁhnt Hux]evfsfdesire wag to

awing great masses around to his way of thinkinr. He dldn't

29 Aldous Huxley, Ends and Menns, 264,

ley cites'the_example of the difference between the way ﬁﬁé‘f\—v*«ffge‘gi
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~of course think for one mimte that *t would be t%roughfhis‘

efforts that sufficlent mmbers of reonle could be reached,
Huxley, according to Ross Parmenter, has no 1llusions on this
800?601 |

If Mr., Huxley ecan't orvnnjze things, serve on cnmmittaes,_

or address mass mestings, what 13 he to do about the
dangerously encrosching and destructive 11ls of the world?

He feels about writinp as Edith Cavell felt about patrio-
‘tism--fhat 1t 1s not enough,30

He did, howover, pelleve that 1t was his duty to do everything _:.

in his power to make hls theories realltles. Every'chifp,

however'feeble, would be needed to make a noise of suffinient

voiume to accomplish the ends he desired to reach. It wag

not quixotic, he felt, to attempt to change "human nature", for,

1"

- a8 he éays, . . .'uhchanging human nature! 1s not unchanging,

put can be, and very frequently has been, profoundly

changed "3l He gives as example of this conditlon the change,
for instance, in the attitude toward marringe that has 00me‘ :
aboutvsince the days of "courtly love", when "love and marriage

were cbmpletely dissociated."52 Now it l& not Impossible to

o find married couples who are 1in love. There are. 6ther'in-

stances in which 1t becomes obvions that attitudes formerly

felt to he natural were not inevitable at a11.~ Neither is it

true, as so many would 1ike to believe, that "human nature" 1s

30 Ross Parmenter, "Huxley at 43", Saturday Review of Literatmre5 

‘XVIT,10.
31 A1dous Huxley, Ends and Means, 26,

32 Ibid., 25,
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the aame all over the world. '

By us, sunccess 13 always worshipped. But among the Zunis
1t 1s such bad form to pursue personal distinetion that
very few people even think of trving to ralse themselves
sbove their fellows, while those who try are regarded

as dangerous sorcerers and punished acoordinplv. There.
are no Hitlers, no Kreugers, no Napoleons and no Calvins.
The lust for power %s s*mplv not pﬁven an opportunity for
expressing 1tself. .

Huxlev at the time he wrote Eyeless in Gaza and Ends and Means

that 1t would be possible to improve npon "human
nature", to change it from one thing to another. From Slothe
ful malicious, craving egotlsts 1t was possible, he feit,‘ﬁo
change men into compgséionate, self~effacing Individnals. His
entire thebry postulated ﬁhe abllity to mnire man ovev,vand it
was on ﬁhis pbstuléte that hils plan of nonwviolence was based.
Huxley conld be reasonably optimlstiec about man's ability to
change. He could construct his philosophv so that 1ts emphasis
laybin the fact that men, whole nations, in fact, were potene
tially capable of becoming "non-zittaChed“a the exponents of a
theory 6f non=violence, and finally, both man and nntions,
aware of the unimportance of the ego and ihe Importance of God,.
Huxley was not consclously talking to any partlicular audlence
- but was interested 1ln conveylng hié 1dess Le anvone who would
1isten, | | | |
This‘mystical philosophy Seemed at filrst to be success«
ful for him in every way. Since 1t was mvstical it had. its
basis in the feelings and the emotlons as well as in the in-

tellect. Huxley had falth in his theorv 8 practicality, too,
a factor that added 1likelihood to the 1dea that it would be

5% 1pid., 220 S e
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more satisfactory than his "humanism" which, §s~we have al=
ready seen, he could nelther apply nor feel but conld only
understand. Another element of’this philosophy wonld seem to
polint to ultimate success for Hukley in maintéining these
theoriles~=his strange qulrk of pergonality, hls Ingralned ine

difference could be satisfied by them. Though, as we have

A \wm\u[ N

seen, he declaims sgainst indifference, he utilizes that in-

difference for one of the cornerstones of hls philosophy., 1In

‘short, he attempts to solve his indifference with indifferenCe,

just as he says Proust utilized asthma and Pascal dyspepsia

in their philcasoph.’uas."54 This gsolving of "indifference with
indifference" operates through hls desire to change "human,
hature" by ehcouraging people to resist oppression and violence
by passlve means, wlth ﬁon-cooperation, with strikes, refﬁéal

to answer violence with violence, with, in fact, indifference

to violence. In Eyeless in Gaza he writes of Dr. Miller's
penmitting himself to be Lknocked again and égain from the
platform on whlch he was delivering an addreszs on non=violencse,
of Miller's deliberately allowing a pugnaclouia heckler in the
audiencé'to use violence on him to the heckler's disadvantége.
Ausﬁere indifference to the undignified onslaughts of brute
force can be eminéntly satilsfactory in combatting‘thé use'of'

violence. It 1is psychologically impossible for the heckler to

go on using his brawn against Miller's cool indifferences. True,

%4 506 above page, 6l
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in this case, thls method would be true In all éases were 1t
but glven a chance, Huxley feels. He went further, we know,
than herely advocating 1t for use by individuals: he wanted
it ﬁsed by entire populations against ageression. In every
case that thls method has been genuinely followed it has been

lastincly successful. Violence, however, has never, in the

history of the world, resnlted‘in enythine more than further
viglence."Viqlénce; then, should be deemed =a failure and
should be thrown out in favor of non-#iolence. The use of
indifference was Huxley's answer to the rroblem of contending
with the Hitlers, Stalins and Mussolinis,

But no sonner had Huxley uttered these theorles in 1937
than the deluge. descended upon him and wpon the worlde. Ninew

hundred thirty-sight with 1ts Anschluss and i1ts subjugation of

- Czechoslovakia played havoe with Huxley's theorles. As suited

as his new philosophy might seem to have heen for him, a seed

of doubt was planted in his mind as to the extent of the

theory's applicability. He was still e¢urs  that in the long
run non-violence ‘wonld prove to be betiss than violence=-if
non=violence were used. The world was dealinec wlth swarms of

invading locusts rather than with mere men. ‘The analogy bew

- tween the armies of the totalitarian states and swarms of verw

min and the spread of pestllence or feeling simllar to that
provéked by such an anslogy would naturally arlse in the
minds of those forced to combat such armies. With the appll-

cabllity of the theory becomine doubtful to Huxley, he was

‘left with his mystlical and intellectual knowledpe that his ideas
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were ultimately the right ones. Thls sort of awsreness of
his own corfectness conld not be expected to be enongh to
preserve his philosophy in its original form. Some sort of

shift in his point of view, some kind of retrenchment could

bénly be expected.

He didn't seek any new phllosophy, didn't immerse him-

selT in impotent sloughs of desponds But-—what-hedid do was

to éhange the emphasis, withdraw into his Ivory Tower a bit
further, and acquire a new disgust for humanity, a disgust
that did not, however, keep him from conecearnine himself with
man and his relation to the universe. Man in relation to
goclety was minimized with every step of his retrﬂét from the

Market Place.

It 1s important that his latest novel, After Nany a Sime

mer Dies the Swan, published in January 1940 and written

after the full slenflcances of Munich had heen digested,

after the Spanish War had resulted in wh:i would seem to be

the emasculation of all ideallsm, shonld ~»ntain only the most

casual, the most disillusioned references %o the vse of non=

violence on a large scale. After dlscvsasing the rdisastronsg

effects of the use of violence through the years,; Propter, a

philosopher through whom Huxley expounds his theories in this

novel, is asked,

"What do you expect people to do when thev're aftacked
by the Fasclsts? Sit down and let their throats be cut?"
"of course not," sald Mr. Propter. "I expect them to

fights And the expectation 1s based on my previous
knowledge of human behaviour, Bnt the fact that peovle
penerQ11v do react to that kind of %itnat*nn in thnf kind
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of way doesn't prove that 1t's the best way of reacting,.

‘Experience makes me exnect that thev'll behnve 1like thnt,
But experlence also makes me exnect that, 1f they do he-

have llke that, the results will be disastrouns,"35

Huxlev's experlence, at the time he wrote Eyeleés in Gazav

and Ends and Means,'did not tell him. that by'and larpe ﬁeople

are unable to do anything but meet violence with vinlence,
that some=

He was primarily hopeful, Inm those vears_he feltl
, : » ;

,thiﬁg might‘be done about educating the,people up fo his
theorles. But as he became more and more aware of thé terrie
fying methods that the totalitarian states were capable'6f
using, the fanatlical barbarlasms that could be ntiltzed, and,
what 1s more important, éhé fear that these factears engendered
in the potential victima of Fasclst aspresacrs, the %ore he was
how impractical his views of non=violence had

able to gee

becomes He could see that he must shift his attlitnde from

the short to the long view of things. Hﬁ'musﬁ'fhrqet ﬂbQuf'
trylng to assist the world out of 1ts moddle today and con-
centrate upon an extremely gradual prowwﬁxﬂioﬁ thwérd nltl-
mate extrication possibly the day after btsmorrow. The way to
n myétical awareness of God and the un!vsi=-ge lay over a muéh
rougher road than he had formerly supnosed thet ik did.
.Thevknowledge‘thnt violence éan never solve men's prob=-
lems compled with the still more disiliusioning knowledge that
men are 1ncapablelof using the_only thing, non-violéhce, that

can save them proved an overpowering blow to him. Whet 1s 1%

35 Aldous Huxley, After Many a Summer Dies the Swan, 127,
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in man that keeps him from surmountine his own petty desires,

keeps him from seeing his personallty as the unimportant thing

that 1t is, keeps him from knoWﬁng God? Propter sees man as
a "othingness surrounded by God; indigent and capable of B 5
God, filled with God, 1f he so desires."se_ But man does not

so desires. On the level of his humanlty man 1s 1n reallty

Lol

incapable of so desiring. Very few could‘possibly,‘even_ | i
though they might wish to, ever acquiré a feélizati@n of God, |

who 1s, as Propter says, quoting John Tauler, 'a being‘withe

drawn from creatures, a free power, a purevworking.jsv‘ Since 7
1t is impossible to become aware of this "pure working",
'theré' must be some other route, gome other medinm for ate

talning a knowledge of God. There are three levels on which

e

men may live: the animal, the human and the spirituai. It

1s on thls human level that most people exlst, on a level f

that is concerned with but two things, Time and Craving. Time;

as Mr, Propter says, 1s nothing more than ' - -
", « othe medium in which evil propscutes itself, the

element in which evil lives and ontalda of which 1t -
dies. Indeed, 1t's more than the element of evil, ' B

more than merely its medlum. If you carry your analye-
'sls far enough, you'll find that time 1s gvil. One of
the aspects of its essentlal substance,"d .

It 1s with Time and the subject of longevity that Dr. Obispo

‘and his aSéistant, Pete, are concerned in their laboratory
36 Ip1d., 101.

37 Ibid.

38 1b1d., 119.
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gt the 1dlotlc, castle-llke estate of a wealthy Los Angeles
business man, Jo Stoyte. They experiment with pikes. They
wonder ahout the reason fbr a clcada's living as. 1ong as a

bull, wonder why corocodlles continue laying eges after

5

- reaching the age of two hundred when a female of the human

specles becomes sterile in the forties. If they could only

mnkn man l1ive

ORI ) ER |

shiould people desire to live longer Wheh thelr reasons for
so doing are tled up in egotistical impulses, when tﬁey'
merely wish to go on pursulng their apnatites, thelr greeds,
their»maiicious impulses, indulging in lust for power, hatred,
anger and fear, the elements of life on the human levels Why
should sclentists try tb add years to & pariod in which:cra-
viﬁg is, with time, irrevocably entangled?
"Time and craving," sald Nr. Propteaﬁv“cravinv and time=e-
two aspects of the same thinci and thst thing is the raw

- material of evil., Another century or so of time and cra=-
ving. A couple of extra life-times of potential evil."39

"

" Man on the human level, according to Huxiey, is only involving

himself ever more deeply in the chaotlse oondlitlons from which

~ he 1s so desirous of escaping. It 1s in regard to Huxley's
' conceptlon of man's on this level that one 1s'again reminded’

~of Gerald Heard and his theories. Heard 8ayS,

The world as we see 1t 1s, then, a world created by desire
and, as 1t must appear gquite different to another beling
wlthout our cravings, 1t 1s true to say that what the or-

39 Ibid., 122.
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dinary man célls reallty 1s illusion.4o

This 1ife based upon an 1llusion is made Intolerable to
Heard for the same reasons that 1t 1s so distasteful to Hux=
ley. We are lmpressed with what 1s essentially ephemeral in

exlstence, He@rd says.

AT - —

s e e L

We are individuals Tor the time beince. We esgily come
. to regard our individuallty as final and ehsolute. When
we do that we betray 1life, prey upon 1t, become centers
of morbidity and decay, dying and in distress ourselves
spreading dlstress and deaths. Evlls spring from the ine.
dividual believing that he i1s an end In himself, snd not
a2 phase in a 1life which embraces ell, for, so believing,

he must aect agalnst that 1ife.4

The human level, then, 1s werthless when resarded as a

'way to man's goal. Man must concentrate on the ether aspects

of his nature, Huxley says. He must deaire to 1ive on the
snimal and on the spirltual levels., It ts here slone that goed
manifests 1tself to any appreéiable‘degree; On thé animél
level "good exists ms the proper funet!cring of the orernism

in accordance witﬁ the laws of 1ts own hﬁing;"42 When mean
liveé on the humen level he Imposes hansiicaps upan‘his physl=-
cal make=up that can be avolded by escaﬁing the cravinrs thnt
1ife on that level necessitates. Incorrect posture, for in-
stanée, 1s a direct result of worry over the immediaté‘future,’

"High blood pressure, heart disease, tuberculesis, peptic ulcer,

40 gerald Heard, The Third Morality, 178; ;

4l 1p14., 172

42~A1d0us Huxley, After Many s Summer Dies‘the:Swan, 135,
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low resistence to infection, rneurasthenis, sexusl aberrations,
insanity and suicide"d are the direct_resﬁlts,of fear, greed ,
worry and craving. On the spiritual level one may first in-
telleétually and finally throughbdirect‘expérience, after he
has trainéd himéelf in meditation and after he has acquired
the ability to forget his ego and realize the viclousness of

I Y

personality, become aware of the-true nature of the universe,

the all-pervasive belng that transcends man's human1ty.
Y
Huxleyis knowiedge of the inadequacy of 1ife lived in re-
“lation to one's ego,.his deslre to assoclate himself with
somethlng more ﬁéble, more meaningful than life lived in ace
cordance with frustrated individﬁality-stems from the same
| economlc and soclologleal forces that have caused so many
others in the present=day to do the same thing. There 1s an
‘almosgt unlversal necessity to find méaning somewhere, to
rationalize one's methods of doing one thing or another, or
simply to make 1ife bearable in the midet of seeming chaos.
Hitler's deification of the Aryan race,'his reduction of
evefyone to tools of the state 1s one example of this neces-
sity, as 1s the communlst's desire to ennpble the prole-
_ tariat snd militarism. Another phese of fhis same tendency
may be found in T. S, Eliot's aésociating'himself with a tra-
ditional religlon and thereby attempting to escape the evils

that man has brought about and glve a more than humanistic

meaning to life. These are all in reality but veriations of
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.

the promptings thaﬁ have been responsible for the turn that

Huxiey's philosophy has teken in the past filve yéars.

The unrest with which the world 1ls filléd today has caused E
Huxley to retreat from life, asnd made him d1ssociate hls aims ' :
from those which are concerned with the mundahe strivings of

everyday people. With those who, 1ike Buddha, have resorted

11fe surge mbout him, prefers to call 1t all evil. Efforts to
improve matters in the ordlinarlily accepted senses he terms |
quixotic. It 1s best, he says; to be content with staving
out of mischief. "Twlddling the thumbs and having good mene
_ - ners are much more helpful, in most cases than rushing about.
i with géod intentions, doing things."4* Thouph he 1s compelled
by the problems of presente-day soclety to think about thém
and to seek a way 6ut for himself and for his’felloﬁ-men, he
has ciimbed’higher énd higher intb the Ivory Tower and 1is
attempting to pull the rest of humanity up with him.

Huxley has éradually evolved from itie place where he E
held to a phllosophy of total meaninglessness, s philosophy e

in which nothing had the sllightest signficance, through a de= %%

liberately manufactured philosophy that died of 1ts own fun= o
damental Inadequacles, through a powérful and slincere socisal
v conséiousness to an equally sincere, as far as he is concerned -

thoroughly assuaging mysticism that 1s outside life 1tself.

43 1p1d.
44 1p14d., 172.
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Though 1t may be gfanted'that~he is.right when he says that
PRI .the work of art which, in its own way, 'says' more
about the universe willl be better‘than the work of art which
says 1ess,“45 he 1ls, 1n éoncerning himself witﬁ the universe

- and dlssoclating himself from the world ofvthekliving and the
breathing, defeating his own ends as a novelist. The novel
.ithfastxalirnjﬂhnd_hg4fg§uﬁn rtist, will
1ive or dile in direct propérbion to the degree with which he
betrays the dictatgs of his medium. The course open to him
at this point 1s to set himself to the writing of philosophl=
cal tracts, at which-=1in regard to hls ldeas-~he cén at the
very least be interesting and exclting, st the moat sipgnfi-

" cant and profoﬁnd, propertles that fall short of making for

great novels.

45 Aldous Huxley, "Vulgarity in Literature" in Saturday Review
of Literature, VIT,158. .
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