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PREFACE

| The purpose of this thesis is to give an outline of
the merked progresa of education in Mexico sinoe 1857, the
date of the Tinal separation of church end stiate.

Having teught for several years in Americanization
schools, the writer has expsrienced close contact with
all olasses of Mexicsans, Consequently, this study hes
been entered into for the purpose of bringing ebout a
better understending of the peculiar needs of the people,
and of the problems confronting the Mexicen nation &3 a
whole.

It 1a the sincere hope of the writer that this work
will absorb the intersst of those people who sre not fa=
miliar with the educational prodblems of Mexico, and that
it will shed & faint deam of light upon the evolutionary
erfforts of a not backward, but a2 heavily oppressed nation
striving leboriocusly to emerge from the insidious coils
. of religion and politics which have attempted to strengle
all meterial yprogress in education during the past cen-
turies,

Throughout the scores of volumes of resding material
written in both Spanish and English upon the subjeot of
Mexiocan educational develomment, three dominant themes
have besn observed, nemely: (1) the many years of terrible
oppression by the Spanish conquerors, the church, and upper
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classes, {2) the exploitation of the people by the foreign
empire builders, {3) and the lack of nationel consciousness,
and the great tasg-or educsating the peoples into a national
consciousness after centuries of oppreassion.

The history of education in Mexico 18 & subject so0
‘broad, end the years covered so extensive and criticel
that only a few definite comments osn be made on the differ-
ent aspects of educational progress and retardation since
1857; but nevertheless in spite of the struggle for enlight-

enment, there has been a successful echievement in education.
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INTRODUCTION

"Friends let us follow the oross; and if we have faith
we shell conguer.”

Such was the motto of the black and orimson henner, em-
blezoned with the oross end coat of arms of the King of
Spain, which Cortez and his little band of soldiers planted
upon the remparts of Chapultepec Palacs in the capital of
the mighty Aztec Empire.

Thet hour began the domination of the Roman-Spanish
church and state, and the decadence of all that was good
and great in the native Indien civilization.l

The so-called confederscy of the Aztecs speedily fell
before the on-slsughts of Cortez, because they had a wesak-
ness for submission dred deep in their natures. They did

not seem to have any desire to run away from their Spenish

exploiter who did not want to work, The members of the

conquered race were asllotted emong conquerors and mede to
work for their new masters in difficult places in exchenge
for scent food end olothing.2

From that time on down through the years there has
been a great struggle of the Mexican peopls sgainst the

dead weight of their own ignorance and despair, end also

1carlatan Beals, "The Mexican &s He xa", North American
Review, 214; 538-46.

2H.1. Priestley, The Mexicsn Netion, 115-30.



egainst hunger, privation, and pestilencs.

There 1s not only a note of tragedy in the lives of the
people of Mexico, but there 1s also tragedy in the Mexican
landscape. The rlat~topped pyramidel hills seem to bear the
weight of the skies. The mountains are bare, and ragged, the
highlends cut by desp ravines. For half a year the fislds
ars brown, silent people walk swiftly and lightly over the
dusty roads under a pitiless sun., At sundown the light

turns purple, the mountains encirole the land with a hori=-

zon of luminous velvet., The night closes the little drame

of the ﬂayal
When Spein came this land was virgin, but on every

side life was crushed and the spirit fled. Socisl life and

responsibility had lost all meaning, Out of this struggle

and travail the soul of Mexico was born.
Thus in the following sccount of the history of edu-

oation there is an attempt to show the slow but rather sure
progress of educeation since 1857 to the present time with

culturel independence for the people of Mexico as its goal.®

lHerring, The Genius of Mexico, 13-31.
2



CHAPTER I

THE PEOPLES OF MEXICO; THEIR ORIGIN,
HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT

Mexico 1s e lend of tradition, end into these early
origins that we must delve 1f we would truly comprehend
the Mexicen of today, in relstion to his education.

Throughout Mexican history we encounter the Toltecs,
Aztecs of the Chicamecs, lMeyas, Otomis, Totonacs, lexicins,

Montezumes snd various subdivisions of these.

The charscteristics of the Tolteba' descendants 1s

mildness, combined with dccility and cspsbility. The bed

influences that Nexicans inherited from the Spenish, it is
hoped, will give way before the progress of civilizetion

end education.t
The area south of the twenty-firsi parallel 1s usuel-

1y referred to as the ™empire" cf the Aztecs. The Meye-

Guiche culture was found in the sreas now kpnown as Chiapas,

Tabesco, Yucatan end Guatemals., The Otcomis were in the

The Otomis were 8 primitive, war-

highlends of the center.
er Nzheutlens.

like people, enemies of the Aztecs and eerli

Thelr remnents existed in & very primitive stete.
the Eulchols, Cores, Terescos,

Other tribes were
ve of the two latter w&s

Zapotecs and Mixtecs., The cultu

some students think their civilization

highly developed,

lsusan Hale, Mexico, 1l.



marked a transition between Nahuan and Mayen. It has
shown more vigor and has had greater durability than the
others.l -

The cutstanding tribe of the Chichamsoas, the Toltecs,
came from the northwest. The Toltecs separated from the

other Chichemecs and wandered, lesving parts of the orig-

inal group &t each stop.
The Toltecs were skilled worksrs in metals, pottery,

jewslry and textiles. They were notable builders, sastrolo-

gers, medicine men, musicisns and priests., Their peaceful

disposition finally led to their ruin.®
The Tezuoens, descendants of the Toltecs were the

first to enter Anshusc. The Aztecs or Mexicans, also Tol-

tec descendants, began erriving there at the beginning of
the thirteenth century. These tribes departed from &

bountiful land to epndure innumerable hardships because

they interpreted the ory of & bird, "Tihui, Tihul®, to

meen "Let us go, let us go". Their finsl wanderings led

them to Anahusc,

In 1470 Montezuma assumsd control of
the Atlantic to the Pacirioc. His

the Az tscs and

extended his empire from
tributes were grinding, reducing his subjects to revolt,
their lands were ravished &nd

in retaliation for which,
r sacririce., 1In

hundreds were gsrried away for S18Very o

1‘Hq I. Priﬁstlgy* The Msxi.c_an Nﬂtim' 17-18.
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certain ways, however, the Aztec people were civilized and
refined, in apite of their cruelty,
The conception of one supreme God, emnipotent, was a

heritage from the snoient Toltecs.t
Montezuma was more of a soldier than & priest end the

people graduslly lost this conception. The mysteries of
superstition wers more popular. Little childred were sac-
rificed to the rain-god Tlelos. In eonneotion with somse

rites, the Mexicens were even oannibalistic.a
The Mayas dwelt to the southeast of the Aztecs, and

they appear on the pages of American History about the
beginning of the Christian Era. Their various cultural
developments indicats their wide removal from savagery.
After 600 A, D. the earliest cities of Mayas were abandon-
ed and they mowved to northern Yucatan.

The Mayan monuments are still to be seen in Yucatan.
Extensive ruins &re probably hidden in the unexplored re-
gions of the peninsula.’ Cﬁ;ohcn~1tza is one of the few

towns to preserve its ancient Mayen name , 3
The Mayans used copper and gold,_slinga, spears and

Their warriors wore armor of well-padded cotton
They

arrows,
and decorated themselves with skins and feathers.

lyargaret Duncen Coxbead, Mexico, 74.

21via, 79
Ssusan Hale, Mexico, 70.
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made boats of tree trunks and guided them most skillfully,!
Cortes, born in 1485, paid one visit to the coast of

Mexico, returned in 1519 to engage the Tadascans in a ter-
rific battle., The lMexiocans imagined Cortes to be their god
Quetzelcoatl and showered him with gifts and ordered his
departurs, most unsound psychology t0o use upon a greedy
Spaniesrd. Montezume's epnemies, inourred by his héhit of
raiding neighboring states for sacrificial victims, joined
Cortes sgainst Montezuma, |

Montezuma attacked Cories' band by night end mrs a con-
sequence becames a vassal of the orown of Castile, pledging
allegience to Cortes in all his expeditions,.® |

Cortes next butohered 3000 Cholultecas whom he sccused
of perfidy. With the subdued Cholulens eand Tlexcellens,
Cortes next set out for the City of Mexico., Cortes, after
establishing felrly satisfactory relations with Montezuma's
court, left Alvarado in charge of Montezuma, while he took
a trip to Vera Cruz. Alvarado murdered -some: unarmed Mex=
icans, so when Cortes returned, he was attacked. On the
night of July 1, 1520, battle ovcurred. The Mexicsns burn-
6d bridges before the Spanierds end shot errows at them,
Cortes end his stupid Alverasdo esceped. This frightful
night 18 known as -1La Roche Triste' Ko

In this menner was a whole nation enslaved by the °

1rvid, 81,
2Ybid, 153,
S1bid, 164.



1ll-directed energies and perseverance of & man whose
brevery might far better heve been put to other uses.

A viceroy was put in control of Mexico. Mendoza, who
took offios in 1545, brought running water into the capital,
improved Vera Cruz end begen to fortify the interior of the
country against Negro end Indien uprisinga. He enoouraged
wool production, esteblished the Grazers*® Court end Guild,
the Mesta at the behest of four wealthy éhaupraiacrs of the
capital, He encoursged the teéchlng of tredes., He attempt-

ed to regulate the meking of pulque, the Mexicun national

curase ol
Enthusiasm for education charscterized the earliest

establishment of the Spantard in Mexico. Where the priests

went a school was soon established for instruction of natives
or education of olericale already at work, or for those in-

tending to take holy orders.
From thess schools and unirers!tiqs sprang the great
colonial universities, of which, inocluding thet of iexico,

there were seven in Spanish America before the seventeenth

century closed. Hundreds of degrees wers conferred in them,
upon graduates in law and theclogy long befors the first

continsntel English settlement was founded.?
Mexico City had its own printing press in 1535, end

1g, I. Priestley, The Mexicen Nation, ©8.

21p14, 181,
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deserves credit for Posseasion of that instrument of ocul-
ture a hundred and forty years before the irescible old
Governor Berkeley could ejaculate to Providence his grati-
tude over the illiteracy of the settlers of the 0ld Domin-
ton,1

During the eerly 1l9th century, the seeds for revolu-
tion were being sown. The inhabitents of New Spain hed a
great deal of which to complain, They were fer away from
their king, whose will was interpreted by & viceroy. The
Valladolid Insurrection was & direot result of his theory
that the subject was born to obey and be silent.®

Iturbide, during the early part of the 19th century,

induced the wiceroys to return to Spain, end caused the

formation of the Mexican Empire. He was shot in 1624 aa

a reward for his patriotiam. In 1828, however, the United
States recognized the independence of Mexiso.d

Santa Anna, or Ana, resisted the Spanisbh troops sent
to suppress the movement for Mexicen independence. Santa
Anna finally gained control of Mexico, being made Minister
of War and Commander-in-Chief of Guerrero whom he later
murdered after the gooqlold Mexican custom of rewarding

one's fellow politicos with whom one may later disagres.

lrvid, 167.

21pid, 203,
Ssusen Hale, Mexico, 276.
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When Sants Anna Tinelly gained control, the Federsl
Constitution wes done away with, state legislatures adol-
ished, the governors beocoming dependent upon centrel
powsr.l

Sante Annas, by trickery, treschery and much devious
plotting subverted the liberties of the people. He was a
most disgusting personslity and won great favor with the
church by restoration of its lands which had bsen disbursed
to the people under the Libderals.

Finally the Plan de Ayutla demanded the removel of

Sante Anna and called for s constituent congress %o freme

e Tedersl constitution. Benito Juarez, a Zepotec Indian,

becsme a Minister of Justice. On November 23, 1855, he
formulsted the Ley Juarez which struck boldly at ecclesi-

asticel privilege. As usual the Church oame out on top

through the very laws designed to curb its monopolistic

greed.®
A federal constitution was finally promulgated on

February 5, 1857. Titles of nobility, hereditary privi-
leges and prerogatives were swept away. Imprisonment Tor

debt was also abolished.”

l1v1a, 279.
25, I, Priestley, The Mexicen Nation, 321-323.

31v14, z26,
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Maximilien was installed es en emperor by the French
in 1864, His intentions wers probably good, but he was
unfamiliar with the vageries orf the Mexican mind. As a
consequence of his idealism and lack of insight into real
Mexicen problems, he was finally shot es a traitor.

In 1877 Porfirio Diez was declared conatitutional
president. Porfirio Diez was in reality e dictator, or
the Janissary of Americen "Big Business", ¥From Decemder
1, 1884 {(when he was returned to power) t1111910, he was
maintained in office contfnually, end without reflection
as to the effects upon Mexico's development spiritually,
intellectually, and economically, by the powers whioh put
him thers. During this period Mexico underwent & moet
complete chenge economicelly and politically; the agrerisn
damocracy gave way to & feudsl end capitalistioc autooracy.l

The Revolution of 1910-1914 hed for itis avowed object

the enforcement of the comstitution of 1857 in genersl and
the restoration of the agrarian democrecy in particular,
Since then, thers have been bed preaidents and wall-in-

tentioned presidents. Thelr finsle was ususlly accomplished
in the same msanner. Sportsmenship is most decidedly lack-
ing in Mexican matters of a political nature, but inasteed

)
there is treachery, murder, greed--the Mexican politico’s

trinity! N
While meny tremendous reforms have been attempted in

8. le, 311
1y, cuiterrez-De Lars, The Mexioan FeOPSS,




the field of education by the verious rulers of Mexico,
there are still many tribes as primitive as in the days of
Cortes, just as wretched and just as poverty-stricken, under-
nourished and miserable. On every turn is the distressing
evidence of misrule,l |

Where there is consideration of Mexico's tragic history,
the long centuries of oppressive tyranny, bgtrayal and stark
wretchedness, how cen the outside world deny its one poasible
contribution,--patience and sympathy?2

Throughout the dark ages of Mexican History, education,
one of the greatest forces in the life of any country, could

not progress against the great opposing powers~-superstition,

injustice, end oppression. The fdea of populer education,
which i{s now really end irrevocebly instituted in Mexico,

grew out of the years of struggle for humen liberty, & thing
which makes the lives of any people worthwhile,

igeorge Creel, The People Nex? Door,379.

21vid, 382.
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CEAPTER II
FACTORS AFFECTING EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMEKT

In the review of Mexiean history from the origin of
the people down to the present, there is an awareness of
several importent factors affecting educational develop-
ment in lexico, nemely; politicel, economic, domesatio,
sncial, end hygienio.

The politicel factors are probsbly rirst in import-
anoe in the infiuvence of educational development in kiexico.

Democracy hes never imbedded 1tself in Mexicsen life,
Self-government could not exist in the coloniel peried.
Thrust suddenly into independence the Mexiocens never ac-
quired the habdit of respecting their own constitution and
laws. A poor democracy would do more for progress then e

good dictatorship in & country like Mexico, whick owes all

of, 1ts disasters to daspot;sm.l

At present the worst enemy of education in Xexico seems
to be politics.? There are po illusions ebout the destiny

of the Mexicen's education 1f the type of politicen which

he has had to endure in the past survives. It is true that

education hes begun, but it is yet largely dependent upon

conditions which affect all Mexico, end is subject to

lgrnest Gruening, Mexico send its Heritage, 393,

2Jo0se Vosconcelos, "Educationel Aspirations”, Survey, 52:
1924, 167,
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influences beyond all control Oof thoae directly in elutgs
of education. The chronic political avils 4o not exexpt
education, This $= partisulerly evident in the states
where instruction rises and fslls with the cheramcter of
thelr governors, who cmnnot be depended upon for disinter-
ested public service. Very recently some have actumlly
closed state schools., Consequently no certain progress
lies ahead. if any coneiderable part of the educational
program is left to the stetes. While federel sdministre-
tion is not free Trom politics it is 1ncomparedle superier
to state edministretion.l

One may look for improvement in education 1f edints~

trative chenges do not prove too upsetting and the trend is

steadily toward greater atability.2

¥hen the economic fectors of Mexico are
4truth. Therse

considered

not even a patriotic Mexiocen can hide the
eak of prosperity 47 misery and pov-

A
erty are %o be formed everywhere. | .
With the coming of the railroads, the forelgn o=y

builders swermed into Mexico, conae
endents upon roreign {

pelieved that the 1in

would be no use to sp

quently the Mexicerns
pvestors. Some

. ia
became economic yol R

of the political leaders

lgrnest Greuning, Mexico end 1%t8 Her1tage,

21b14, 526,
Mexico,

33. e. Herrins' W

154.
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mede his money in Mexico would bscome a loyal Mexican, but
this was not the cess. The investors built up their bus~
inesa, but took their money &sway with them, leaving e small
emount to improve the Mexicen nation.

Many Mexicen leaders have believed in economic inde-
pendence of Mexico, but sny movement in their hands usual-
ly took on the character of destruotion instead of construce
tion,

The svhools of Mexico &3 & rule are & reflection of
the economic status of communities in which they are locet-
ed. In many of these pleces the leck of money to provide
the necessities of carrying on a8 school makes educationsl
efforts futile. For example one small villege that tops
a 300 foot hill. The water supply is in e smell canyon at
the botitom. Every drop of watsr hes to be carried up those
300 feet arter laborious lifting from & depth of & 8O foot
well by means of earthen water jars atiached to ropes,

The effect of this obastacle on the life of the village is

dirficult to imegine. No success in the sducation of the

people can be attasined in this village untll the water
supply slone is remedied.

In meny localities the classes in the schools are so
crowded, grades are so limited that the dirrerentiation of
pupils according %o age and grade ability is mede impos-
sibls, It is, thersfore, obvious that until economic re-

construction is farther advanced, &nd Mexico has become
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more prosperous, the majority of her children will continue
without schooling.

The domestic factors have m great influance on the
progress of education, sspecielly in those countries with
such economic atandards existing aas those in Mexico.

Under the oaste system little modified in four oen-
turies; its serfs living often literally no better than

cattle, could soarcely cope with diseese. Conspiouous is

ignorance of ventilation. The houses of the Mexicsn poor

on the plateau have elways been built without windows and
chimneys, The door alone serves as svery kind of apersture,
and the benefit of pure air is destroyed in en enclosed
atmoephere vitisted by hours of human and enimal exhalation.
The houses of the well«to-do-are relatively little more
healthful, Fresh air is commonly held to be dangerous.
There hes been found en sverage of two families per room
and one animal per person. Piga, donkeys, end c¢hickens

meke themselves at home arcund the family hearth. Ignor-

ance 68 well es sconomioc pressure has mede for such housing.
The furpiture consists of a few broken stools, & ric-

kety table, some home woven mats for beds, stretched on

an earthen floor, end the blanket used for a coat by day,

end & block of wood for a pillow, serve as bedding.?

lErnest Greuning, Mexico end Its Heritage, 530,

21pta, 535.
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Yor cooking, there is & chercosl brezier, and there is

8 stone metate for pounding maize. The diet usually consistis

of rlat unsalted cekes of meshed corn, Mexicen beans, a8 diet

of starvation. This is the meal year in end year out for

the majority of poor familiss. It 1s no wonder that many
children suffer from malnﬁtrx-tion, end ere preyed upon by

disease.l. Food and bones are thrown on the floor to hungry

dogs. The homes are often infested with vermin and rodents,

and disesse lurks everywhere.
Socially, there are in Mexico but two classes: the

rich, who axe few in number, comprising less then ten per-
cent of the population; and the poor, representing more
than ninety per cent., The rich are very wealthy, possess~
ing large landed estetes, while the poor are living in
conditions of squalor and ignorance. Centuries of oppres-
sion have broken the spirit, and have nearly destroyed the
self respsct of the "peon" claases.®

Marriage wes not a =trong institution, even in Spain,
and it will not bs supposed that the Spanish soldfers ace
quired a more dlsoriminating, or less immorel code of con-
duct while on his evowed conquests. Halfbreed foundlings
were the rule rather than the exception from the earliest

days of the colony, end were looked upon &s markedly in-
ferior to other groups.d

lcarleton Beals, "Mexicen a o |
214; 530, ’ & He Is", North ime icen Review,

2Emory Bogerdus, Americanization 2-65.

3¢. D. Ebaugh, Ihe Nationsl System of Educetion in Mexico.3
Z ’ -4 *
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I1ligitimate births st1ll run in Spanish imerica from
40-60%. The mestizo group in Mexico represents these racial
unfortunates, which were the products of fllicit relation-
ships between the Spanish adventurers end native Indisn
women. The Spanish government fevored the legel union of
these two races. It has been sald that the half-breed
group is endowed with all the vices of both progenitors end
with the virtues of neither.l Such a product could not help
but be inconasistent with the scheme of society, and yet 1¢
is this race that has built up the Mexicen Republic.

The social situation in Mexico, naturally, retarda
educetion, Even though schools multiplied end be well en~
dowed and teachers well pasid, the wide spread soviel miser-

ies would prevent regulasr attendance. If the sociel con-

ditions ers improved, educstion would follow. The desire

to leern end to improve himself is innate in the heert of

men, 2
Very closely related to the social facotors affecting

Mexiosn education are hygienic factors. Mexico's soclel

41lnesses are revealed in the physicel illnesses of the

Their heritage of illness and neglect exactia 2

people.
3

glgantioc toll in bdodily suffering and needless death.

16, I. Priestley, The Mexicen Nation, 118,

2prnest Gruening, Mexico end Its Heritage, 516.

3Ibid, 533.
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The common water supply of the mesa village 1is & stagnent
boocl. This polluted water ceuses many deaths, eapeoially
among ehildren,i

The water shortege makes for & greatsr consumption of
aloahol, & terrible and formideble enemy of the people.
Men ohildren are acocustomed to drink from infenoy, probably
caused from the great leck of milk, In the most densely
populated sections of Mexico, pulque, the national beverage,
18 drunk to excess., It is the fermented julce of the maguey
plant whioh is cultivated extensively. Mothers, in thelir
ignorance and in the absence of wholeaome food, give their

young children pulque to dfink. Because of its wide ocon~
]

sumption, pulque has become & national menace.
Muoh of the 11l health is due to vemeareal diseases,

whick in Mexico sre considered as illnesses to which every

man must sometime in his life pay tribute. With veneereal

diseases comes the inescspable deterioration of the physical,

mentsl, end moral fiber of the race. Mexico is sick--grave-

1y sick, It is evident that education cannot progress
The true problem of

under such unhygienic conditions.
byglenizing

educttion in Mexico consiats, therefores, in
the population, physically end mprally.s
lgrnest Gruening, Mexico end Its Heritage, 536.
21v1d, 539.

Srnia, 544.
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CHAPTER IXI
RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS AND INFLUEKCES,
PRIMITIVE, TRIBAL, AND CHRISTIAN

An eye witness or the Cortesian tonquest, one Bsrnal
Diaz del Castillo, himself a member of the expedition, was
considerate enough to leave a diery of his exploits,l This
gentleman leaves a very good account of the religious rites

ip vogue at the court of Montezuma.

He (Montezuma), relates the explorer, ascended the
ateps of the temple i{n company with meny papas (priests},
and on reaching the top, begen to burn incense and perform
other ceremonies to Huitzilopochtli.

We, for our part, entered the temple yards end found
them paved with white flagatones, and where stonss ‘»'ﬁc .
wanting, with cement, all kept so very olean one cou .n:
find the smallest particle of dust or straw anywhere, a:t: »
enclosed by & double wall of stone. Before we had EOW‘:M
& single one of the 114 steps of the templs, Mont;zmnn
down six priests and two chiefs to help cur captein UDsese.

: t sbout
we reached the summit we saw & platform se ¥y
with gggze stgnes, on which they put those d°gm:d°§°ra;§°ﬂ
fice, and near by was an image shaped like ; g:hgbléod.
othe‘i' abomineble figures and & quantity _or‘ rcame et g
Montezuma himself, accompanied by two D s End DecEivs
a chepel in which his cursed idols were sian favor of seeing
ed usp:j.th courtesy. . é.Corta.s then asked the
the jdols end teules. o
4 {ests, we o
2 had spoken to his chier priests, *
tendﬁ:tgﬂlﬁm:;:g in which there wers tzgoglz'-‘;‘:@;"
richly wrought cervings, On each alts® SrO%l & o 0 ed
igantic, very flat, and that on the ;1§ 1dol bhad & very
%hgir od of war, Huitzilopochtli. T covered with precious
hr:ad gﬁca’ with terrible esyes, and was cO

é8.
lxate Stephens, The Mastering of Kexico, 1

“1p1a, 168.
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stones, gold and pearls. CGCreet snakes, likewise made of
gold and precious stones, girdled the body of the monster,
which in one hend held & bow, in the other, a bunch of
arrows. 4 small figure standing by its sids, they say was
his page. At eny rate, it held the idol's short lsnce and
shield, decorated with gold and jewels,

Round the neck of Huitzilopochtli were figures of hu- .
man faces made of goli, and hearts of silver set with many
precious blue stones.™ In front of the image stood several
incense pans in which the hearts of three Indiesns who hed
that day been saorificed, were burning with copal as a burnt

offering.

The walls of the chaepel the whole floor were so en~
crusted with human blood thet they were bleck and the stench
of the place wes unendurable.

On the left hand stood another figure of the same alze
&8s Hulitzilopochtli, Itz facs was very much like that of a
bear, &nd its shining eyes were made of the looking glass
of their country. This 1dol, like the other, for they say
they sre brothers, was plestersd with precious stones. It
was Tezoatlipoca, god of hell, end in charge of the soculs
of the Mexicans. His body was encircled by little devils
with snekes® talls. The walls and floor round this 1dol,
too, were saturated with blood so that the place smelled
as vilely as a slsughter house in Spain, Five humen heartis
were that days sacrifioce to him.

At the top of the temple rase another chapel, the
woodwork richly carved, end in it wes snother image, half
men and half lizard, covered with precious stones, &nd half
of the body spread with a mentle., They seid the helf-cover-

ed body held seeds of every plant of the earth, for ihis
god was that of seed time and harvest. I have forgotten

1ts name, also everything was covered with blood, and the
stench wBs 80 grrenaiva that we could hardly weit till we
could get out.

In this chepel was an enormous drum, which mede & dis-

mel noise when they beat it, like & drum of hell, s0 to
speak, end its head of the skin of snakes, resounded so

that 1t could be heard as many s elght miles.

In this plece also, were trumpets, slaughter knives,
and burnt heagts of Indians oftered to the god, snd every-
where clotted with blood. We hestened away from the

horrors.

1rvida, 168.
2Ibid, 169.
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Then this member of & band that murdersd many more
than Montezuma's prissts ever could, continues to relete
that his master, Cortes, suggested to Montezume that he put
@ oross and an image of the Virgin over the temple. Monte-
zuma was shocked at the mention of suoh saorilege to his
nice gods, for atonement offering them prayers end sacri=~

fice.

A utfl_e apart from the temple {(continues Bernal del
Castillo},™ was enother small tower, alsc an idol houss,
Rather I should term it m temple of hsll, for et one of its
doors was & terrible demon mocuth fitted with great fangs,
Nesr it also stood figures of devils and serpents, and en
altar encrusted with blood 2nd bleck with smoke. Further
within were dishes and other basins in which the priests
cooked the flesh of the unfortunate whom they secrifioced--
the flekh, they themselves ata, Near the altar were knlvea
and wooden blocks such ez those they out meat upon in
slaughter houses, eand behind that cursed house liay piles
of firewood and a tank of running water. I called the

place "The House of Satan”,

Beyond the splendid courtyard stood snother temple
stained with blood and amoke, where grest Mexicen caciques

were buried, &and another holding human skulls and bones,
Here also were other idols and

piled in orderly fashion.
other priests, clad in long black robes with hoods sheped
The hair of these papes

like those of Dominican friars.
was long end matted with clotted blood, A4t no great dis-

tance from this plsce of skulls stood - other temples to
still other mgods, seid to ba protectors of merriage. One,

snable humen sacrifices were offered, wes for
B o Griatnes 1 in which women made sacrifices

men, and another for women _
and held festivels in an endeavor to induce the gods %o

give them good husbands.
end the rest of us at lest grew weary of seelng
80 mag;r:-ggla and the horrible utensils used about them and

we returned to our lodgings aacomganiad by the many csciques

Montezuma had sent aa our escort.
A word a8 to the functions of the gods, Tezcatlipoca

and Fultzilopochtli.®
lrpia, 170.
m’

2Tbia, 171.
31bia, 28.
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There were few departments of neture and native life
with which the god Tezcatlipoca was not intimately concern-
ed, He was present everywhere and saw &1l thet heppened,
and therefore his images bore & mirror as a symbol. As the
night wind he was supposed to wander through the strests
after dark, in seardh of evil doers, and es night-god and
warrior god, to appear in all sorts of grisly shapes to
test the ocourage of those he might meet. Schools for which
children prepered for militery service were under his pro-
teotion. Of slaves he was defender. As god of divine
punishment, he was also god cf confession, the penitent
confessing his sins before a priest whom he regarded as &
representative of god and who gave absolution. The Tifth
months of the yesr, beginning April 23, was symbolized by
a rigure of the god, and was the occesion of the feast at
which & young men, identified with the god, was sacrificed
to him, after spending & ysar 1n‘the enjoyment of every
luxury thet the Mexicen civilization could efford. This
ceremony is described in all of its gruesome details by
Msrgeret Duncan Coxhead,l

Fantestic was the festivel of the god Tezcat (Tezocet-
lipoea of other authors), the "soul of the world", Zach
year, a young captive, besutiful in person end noble in

blood, was chosen to be the earthly image of the god.,

;Marsaret Duncan Coxheed, Mexico, 78, 79.



21
"Tezoat, who died yesterday, 1s come again!® sand the
people, prostrating themselves before him in sdoration,
‘wherever he passed attended slways by reverend elders and
royal pages. For a year he lived as a god in luxury snd
splendorz,_ his only duty to sppear often in the streets,
that the people might, &t the sound of his lute, rush

forth to worship Tezoat the Mighty.
At the beginning of the twelfth month, the four love-

liest maidens in the land, arrayed and named like the four

chief goddesses, were giver to him as bridea, For one

month he lived with his wives, reasting easch day with the

chief nobles of the city. But when the last day ocsame, the

mad revelry ceased and the captive was horne across the

lake in a royel berge to a place called "Melting of Metals™,
where rose a teocelli, callsd the "House of Weapons™.

Here in sight of worshipping orowds, he bade rerewell
forsver to his four weeping brides. Then the priests led
him up the steep track, which, winding round end round-‘tha
4t each turn he

pyramid, reached at last to the summit.
his ger-

must fling to the winds his musical inatruments,

. a.

lands of flowers, or gome gay emblems of his godhes
scrolls
Five priests in robes embroidered wi th mystic scr '

. : arlet
at & sign from the high priest, who wes ¢lothed 1n &< ’

stone of
seized their prey and stretched him on the jasper

ne his
secrifice. Two held his erms, two his legs and O
| raised

on,
head, while the high priest, with wild incentation,
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his curved knife of flint-1like ftztli, struck open at a
single dlow, the victim's breast, and tors from it the
bleeding heart. The multitude below sank to their knees
@8 the trophy was first held up, en offering to the sun,
and then leid at the fest of Tezoat, *This™, cried the
priest, ™is a type of humen destiny, rér all earthly
splendor is but & shadow which flees awey!"

The Aztecs worshipped the esrth as Tonantzin, our be-

lojreﬂ mother. From her womb, said they, do all that live
proceed, and to her silent breast will ell sgein return.
Far below her opaque surface is the realm which the sun
lights at night, the abode of the happy souls, ruled by
the clement Quetzalecoatl, who thaxe abides until the time
fixed for his return to men.l

The Tolteos are believed to belong to the Maya group
as Quetzalcoatl was a god both of the Toltecs and the Mayes.?

The Coming Mexico throws additional light upon the
manner in which the Tolteos worshipped their god Quetzal-

coatl:®

In one important respect, and it marks their superior-
ity, the Toltecs seem to have differed widely from the Az~
They did not offer up human beings

tecs of later times,
Fruits

as sacrifice upon the altars of their temples.

lpeniel G. Brinton, Religions of Primitive People, 145.
zEncyclope-dia Britannics, Vol 17, 1926 edition, 323.

3Joseph King Goodrich, The Coming Mexico, B.
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and flowers were they only oblation. It ia quite manifest
thet these Toltecs were well advanced in culture and even
refipement. They were peaceful and their religion appears
to heve been a form of nature worship.

Daniel G. Brinton adds further that Quetzalccetl was
said to be of majestic presence, chaste in life, averse to
wer, wise and generous in actions and delighting in the
cultivation of the arts of peace.l So closely did his pre-
cepts resemble thoss of Jesus, that nothing was lacking in
them but His nsme and that of the Father.

Quetzalcoatl, when worshipped properly, without human
sacrifice, seems to have been en elevating influence upon
his devotess. Lewis Spence seys thet the priest-kings of
Weyapen, who slaimed dencanﬁ from Quetzalcostl, soon raised
their state into a position of prominence smong the sur-
rounding cities.®

While 1t may be easily sssumed from reading the fore-
going, that the Mayes did not sacrifice to Quetzalcoatl,
the usual humen victims, still the Mayss did make humen
seorifices to other gods, and other people made sacrifices
of human beings to Quetzalcoatl, showing the inconsisten-
cies in the Mexican primitive minds.

w4]lthough the Mayas®, states Spence, "were not nearly

so prone to the prectice of humen sacrifice as were the

lpaniel G. Brinton, op. oit., 261,

2Lewis Spence, Myths of Mexico and Peru, 153.
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Nehues, they frequently engaged in it." This statement
would findicate that the Nehua people wéra indeed & terribdble
tribe., He continues to state that the pictures of their
bloodless offerings must not lead us into believing that
they hed never indulged in this rite. It is known, for
example, that they sacrificed maidens to the water-god at
the period of the spring florescence, by cesting them into

@ deep pool where they were drowned.l
Some tribes ere so bloodthirsty that it dces not

appear that it seemed a trifle inepropos to offer up humen

beings, most unwilling victims et that, to the god of love

end the peaceful arts.®
The Msyan neme for Queizalcoatl was the "Man of the

Sun®. He was also known as the wind-god., The Kukulcen or
Quetzalcoatl of the Maya hes more the etpributes of a

primitive thunder-god.
The four Maysn gods most frequently encountered in

pletures are es follows:
One Muaysn god has exposed vertebrse and & skull-like

countenance, FHis symbol is thet of death. His name is

nnknown.
The god with & tapir-nose who walks on waters end

sits on a cruciform tree, or plants msize, is undoubted-

1y Kukulean or Quetzelooatl,

lroe, cit.
2Ib1d, 157.
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One god who wears & number of rays end who 18 surround-
ed by plasnetary signs, is god of the pole-ster, name unknown,

Another god is & moon~god. He 1is aged, aurroundo:d‘ bf
dots to repressnt & atarry sky, and is connented with birth,
He is aometimes wearing & snail, thes emblem of psrturition,
on his head. He is probdedly Itzamme, universel life~-giver.d

Another form of early institutions wes thet of the
soclieties of '!_':{rgins_, such &s that which from primitive
Italic times kept elive the holy fire of Vesta, goddess of

hearth end home, Exolusive essociations of a similsr nsture

were found in Mexico, Yucatan snd elsewhere.?

The Aztecs, as well es the Maysns secrificed women vie~
tims. The Aztecs, however, did not stop et thet, sccording
to Williem H. Prescott, the great historian.® on scme oo-

casions, particularly in sesson of drought,,at the restivel
of the insstiable Tleloo, the god of rein, children, for the

' d
most part infants, were borne along in open 11ittler, dresse

with the fresh bloasscms ©F
though
priests.

petition.

in their festal robes and decked
spring, they would move the hardest heart to pity,
their ories werse drowned in the wierd chants of the

: ir
who read in their tears a favorable augury for the!
raelly bought by the priests

These innocent victims were gene
{rled the voice of

of perents who were poor, but who st

livia, 172.

2paniel G, Brinton, op. cit., 125-127.
75.

B¥illiem H, Prescott, The Conqueat of MexicCs
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nature, prodably less at the suggeations of poverty, then
of @ wretched superstition,t

In the foregoing account of the blood~thirsty and
cruel religious institutions and ceremonies of the esarly
tribes, one is aware.of the fact thet the Mexican mind was
steeped in ignorance and falss superstitions, a condition
which could not be overcome in centuries, and which would

hinder the education of any peaple.

While much has been said snd written against the
Cetholic Church in Mexico, ft will be necessary to admit
that the most powerful moral end edusational force during
four centuries of Mexicen life is the Church, if the peges
of history are read without prejudics. The Church has
exercised an influence, either directly or indirectly, in
every step of the sociasl lifs, which has been extiremely bene-
ficial for Mexico.?

He who beara in mind the religious conditions of Mexico
before the evangelizstion oerried on by the Catholie Churchs
sdmires, today, everywhere, the beautiful shrines ané relig-
jous ceremonies common to sll Mexicesns over the republic,
in spite of the vast extension of territory, and the moagex
means of communivation; he who recolleots the meny different
lenguages end dislects spoken by the Indiens end he who

observes today the predominance of Spenish langubge

ls;, st. John Fencourt, The Histor of Yucatan, 197.

2y, ¢. Herring, Genius of Mexico, 133,

for
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educational purposes will heve to admit the gigsntic effort
wade by the church in favor of educetion.

The Church has evolved the ides of sn integral education,
which 13 at the same time religious, moral, intellectusl,
social, end civic. This educetion was perfected while the

different schools wers established in view of educating the

mestizos, the Indians, end creolss,
The religious ordsrs, especially the Jesuits, snd Fren-

ciscans.took upon themselves the education of the people by

numerous and very importent parochial aohools.1

The Catholie Church, true to its mission, has been

interested in the various social problems, &s well as those

of education. In spite of the lack ot liberty, she promotes

effectively the welfare of the,cammuntty.z

Protestantism in Mexico is also making efferts in favor

It has never fought to impose its cresds on

but it has tried to enter into
gountry, for

of education.
any other branch of religion,
e living forces in the
and morel elevation, and sbove
3

cdﬁpération with all th

social, culturel, relligious,
the people.

sll, & complete redemption of
jen institutions and in-

The prime object of the Christ
o is not only to fres the
pal blood-thirsty relig

fluences Mexic peopls from thelir
jons, bdut also

shackles of treditio

lrpia, 136

21pid, 139
3rbid, 146
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to bring them into constant and true ccontact with & whole-
some education that makes for complete happiness of each

individuel.l

1ypid, 153.
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CHAPTER IV
PROCRESS OF EDUCATION SINCE 1857

In 1857 occurred the separetion of the state and the
church in Mexico, a step in her evolutionary procesa, lend-
ing far-resching results to the educational movement.

With the dissssociation of these two entities, the
betterment intelleotually, of the people in gensral; rather
than that of the sons of the wealthy, exclusively, was look-
ed to as the first, lsst, end ever the only remedy, and per-
heps the only hope of the Mexicen Repubdlie,

To sccelsrate race trensition is the avowed task of
the public school with the aim of building & nation, the
pupils--some millions of humen beings thet sre longing for
light, end the subjeoct matter~-anything thet will assiat
the student to meet his daily requisites end to aid him in
the formation of & new nation.

The system of school financing was adjudged to be &2

Federal privilege, as many of the states lacked money, the

government heving more ample mesns at its disposel.
Prior to 1867, the privaete schools forwerded educetion,

so naturally, the number of pupils wes limited, After 1867
a concerted effort was made to build up & school system,

4 law was promulgated in Jusrez's administration, defining

education as compulsory, free and secular.

lManuel.Barranco, Mexico end its Educationel Problems, 23«
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At last the school wes free from the control of the
church, (theoretically, at least). The 19th Century found

Mexico indepsndent of Spain, but the clericel atroocities
continued with more or less intensity up to 1917.1 It wes
in view of these oircumstgnces that the emphesis was lald

most strongly upon the condition that the schools must re-
main ®lay™.

It must not be suppossd that there were not individual
. priests who acted in & most Christien spirit, establishing
schools, teaching without regerds to msociel position, end
interceding with the eggressors at all times, in behalf of

the oppressed, It was asgainst the ohurch as an organization,

thaet the dissatisfaction, resulting in a separation of

church and stste, was registered.

The government was sincere in its atditude towards its

new responsidility, that of public education. It took

charge of the educational program, appointing men of ebllity

and wisdom to making the body of laws regulating the newly-

conceived educstionel syastem, The aim of the achools had

praviously been to make good Catholics, now the aim was to

meke good Mexicans.
Although its means for promoting education were ex-
tremely limited, & certein amount was secured by approp-

riating whet they dealred. Contemplating the change that

was to occur in the following yeer, in 1856 during the

lpenuel Gemio,"The New Conquest] The Survey, LII, 1924, 148,

2cemeron Duncen Ebaugh, The National System of Educetion in

Mexico, 16.
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presidency of Benito Jusrez, the federal govermment took
over all possessions of the church~-landed property,
schools, charitadle institutions end endowments--and thus
stripped 1t of its meens pf promoting education, which be-
came & function of the state. In e message to the peopla,

President Juarez procleimed that the constitutional govern-
ment during his edministraetion would exert every effort to-

wards increasing the number of free primery schools, prov-
iding professionally and morally equipped teechers, incit-
ing the severel states to the founding and meintenence of
a greater number of schools within their respsctive boun~
deries, improving the lot of the teacher, Free and com-

pulsory education was provided for by lew in the program

outlined by Juarez, but the family, the municipality, the

State and the various religlous organizetions were permit-

ted to sdminister it., For the most part the State left it

to other bodies, and the church orgenizetions once more be-

came the leaders in sducetionsl andaavqrs.l

The curriculum of the Juerez regime was as ambitious
as the foregoing policy, end as difficult of echievement
dua tolack of sufficient funds and professional educators.
In eddition to the "Three R's", the meiric system was to
be teught, as well as physica, chemistry, geomeiry, end

geography. The tsacher problem was attecked end moreor

ICamaron;Duncan Ebaugh, The National System of Education

in Mexico, 12.
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leas successfully mastered by Enrigue Rebsamen who foundad
8 Teachers® Training School in Orizebe (Vere Cruz) in 1883,
It was pot until nine years later, bowever, that sotuelly
stranuous efforis were made to cops with the lack of attend-
ance. In 1892 and agein in 1886 laws wers ensoted which
vested in the government the direct contrel of education in
the territorlies eénd in the Federal District end establiahed
a High Board of Education to supervise primary sducation in
the States and to provide & uniform programcl
In 1882 the school programs were similar to those of

a decade lster, except thet no mention was mede of singing,

militery exercises nor geometry and the drewing was much

less formel, es 1f should be, for such young children
whose imaginations outran thelr menusl dexterity. A Tesume

of & typical progrem of the next decade will shortly follow.

Of the early eighties it was written that tremendous prog-

ress had been made since the rinal separation of church and

state in 1857. Since then, both higher and lower schools

have been meintsined by the state, while nationsel schools

sre supported by publliec groups i
higher institutlons in the capitals of

1883 there wers nesarly 5000 public schools
the blind end juvenile

nteined

n &ll the lerge towns and
geveral states, In

hasides eatab-

lishments for the deaf and dumb ,

8i
delinguents and numerous chariteble foundations me

vy voluntary contrzbutionagz
3. 2.
leyexico”, Encyclopedis Britsnnica, 1929 ed. xv, 38

2
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When Porfirio Diez was firat elected rresident in
1876, there were only about 4000 public schoola in the en-
tire republic. From the coming of the Speniards the chief
education hed been confined to the higher branches, %o the
establishment of seminaries, colleges end universities and
the primery or fundamentel branches were negleoted. Under
Diaz thers resulted & noteworihy increase of achools and
attendance., In the period between 1876 end 1891 schools
of all classes had increesed from 4,250 to more than 10,000
and the total attendencs from 60,000 to 649,771.%

Let us now peruse the entire content of a dulletin,
published by the Mexicen Department of Education in 1891,
in order to Srreat & comparison with the subjects taught
in various Mexican stetes in & few representetive yeers
preceding and succaeding.z

A secondary school curriculum of 1880 includes moral
precepts and civic instruction, national language end
arithmetic, notions of geometry, geogrephy, patriotic his-
tory, drawing, singing, gymnastics and military exercises
for the boys, substituting menual lebor for the latter,
for the girls.

The rirst year pupils receive instruction in such
moral precepts as obedience, abnegation snd weekly exer-

cises consisting of conversstions concerning one’s obli-

gations in the achools.

lngexico™, Encyclopedis imericana, 1932 Ed. XVIII, 76l.
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Deily clesses ars conducted in the national lenguage.
Detly, there are lessons on things involving the uses of
ordinery articles. Arithmetic receives daily aettention,
as well as drawing., Alternating classes in practicel
notions of gecmetry cocur. Singing exercises are held
weekly and gymnesium daily.

The second yesr differs slightly from the first, A4
discussion of moral practices or habits ars taken up waek-
ly. There are conversations upon praeticel.qgestians,
establishing hebits upon how to conduct one's self with
various members of the femily and soclety. ‘The netionel
language is taught by mesans of descrlptions.énd compositions
concerning plants and enimels, in daily olasses.

Thevlessons on things take up the general principles
of matter, diviSibility, porosity, compressibility, duct-
abllity, elasticity, etc. Daily classes sre conducted.

The second year erithmetic of 1890 curriculum wes
mental, and with numbers, end included the multiplicetion
tables.

Practical notions of geometry were acquired through
exercises concerning priams and pyremids and trianguler
end quadrilateral bases, in alternating clesses,

In geography the explanetion of the principal terms
of physical geography were taken up, such as mountains,
rivers, lskes, seas, isthmuses, etc. Fileld excursions

were also teken. The local geography of the schcol's en-
vironment was also studied, such as the population of
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the town., Soele drawingsof schoolrooms were made, claases

alternsting,

For a drawing lesson there were exercises in copying
snd originating with rectilinear figures, and the study of
objects of common uss. The classes were alternating,

The same singing progrem was used es in the preceeding
yeer, as was the cese with gymnasium, except that in con-
nection with the latter, exercises with a stick were added.

In the third year, morel precepts were continued, with
conversations contributing to uprightness end dignity, honor,
truthfulress, sincerity, respect for one's self, modesty,
methovds of qumbating popular superstitions, knowledge of
one's own feults, such es pride, vanity, resulting fram
ignorance, leaziness, esnger, and the 1nculcat10n aof bravery,
Civie instruotion includes esesy ideas

sctive and pmssive.
on the political organization of the city, canton and dis-

trict, the obligations snd rights of the citizeus in his

political relationships.

In the study of the nationsl lengusge, principles of
composition, stories, descriptions, eto. were teken up, to~
gether with imitation and originatlon, orthographicel and

distational exerclses.

The lessons on things takes up forces such es gravity,

inertia, electricity, levers, effect of heat on bodles,
decomposition of light by prisms, bending phenomena of ?a-
flection snd refraction, electrificetion by rriction, the
winds, the dew, the rain, the 1ce, the lightning, easy
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lesgsons concerning the espect, climate, end produce of the
locality, partioular cheracters of the snnelids, and in-
sects and principal parts of the flowers, in desily classes,
The srithmetic of this year continues that of the pre-
viocous end in addition, considers the problems of the honme
snd deily life with eesy lessons on money end messurements,
end the Romen and the Metric systems. This, in daily clesses,
The practical notions of geometry, es discussed in this
bulletin, inecluded exeroises on prisms and pyremids with
polygonal bases, the cylinder, cone and globe, the vircle
and ellipse, together with drewings of these. Alternsting
classes are conducted in geometry.
Geography deels, in this year, with the city, canton
or district, and the federel entity. Methods of gmograph~
ical drswing are taken up, such ss the way in which to
represent mounteins, rivers, lakes, towns, cities, rail-
ways, etc.; the study of maps of distriot and state, the
distribution of waters snd continents, ete., in slternat-

ing classes.

The history includes general ideas on encient history
and the Colonial Period, explaining the principle character-
jatics of each of the respective towns, in alternating
classes,

The drawiné of this year taekes up exercises 1in eopy-
ing snd originating, with curvilinear snd mixtilinear
figures, which represent cbjects end utensils pertaining
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to the various arts and oocupations, classes slternating,

The writing course was glven over to copying of pen=-
menship samples on paper, weekly.

Singing songs, written for one or two voices, wss con-
ducted once & week,

The gymnastic exercises ere the seme as for the preced-
ing yeer, except that clubs ere substituted for sticks., This
is & deily cless, while military exercises are conducted in
altherrating classes.

In the fourth year, the recitations on moral precepts
were continued, with conversationa regerding debts to humen-
ity, justicg philanthropy, tolerence, fraternity, sacrifice
of particuler interests in favor of the general, (Did the
Kexican politiciens profit from these precepts taught them
in the nineties?) recognition of the good received by the
former labors of society, cultivation of tendencles toward

unification of menkind end the subversion of force to resson,

{How were the Revolutionists to obtain any rights by &p—

pealing to the "reason" of the ruling clesses?) vnd practicsl
problems of behavior of the child in school.

This program indicates very plainly thet historisns
sre quite correct when they effirm thet Mexico's idealism
outweighs her sense of the practicsl, from her educationsl
prdgrams to any constitution that has ever been formulated.

"It, (the comstitution) is too ideslistic for practical
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use";l One cannot emgcape the fact, while reading a resume
of this progrem, that 1t is probably an ideal toward whioh
to stirive, rather then sn sctual echievement. The subjects
mentioned that correspond to Genersl Science, Plane ang
Solld Geometry are high school subjects in the United
States, while military training is usslly a college course.
One may well doudt the depth to which this training of the
nineties sank into the elementary pupil's consciousness,

To continue the resume of sudjects studied in the
fourth year, civic instruction tekes up the politicsel or-
ganization and edministration of the state snd the repub-
lic, the principal fundsmentals of the constitution snd
reform lews, the obligations end rights of Mexicen citizens,
encoureging patriotic sentiments. )

The netionel language study includes principles of com-
position, nerration, descriptions, chets, orthographic exer-
cises by dictation, exercises in langusge end recitations,
conducted in daily clesses.

‘Lessons on things,‘probably corresponding to Genersl

Science, were now conoerned with simple and compound matter,
the metals esnd metalloids, iron, copper, zinc, sulfur,

phosphorus, the more important functions of life, end the

rules of hygiene. o
Precticel notions of geometry amplified the geometrical

1y, 1. Priestley, The Mexicen Nation, 442,
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considerations of the preceding yeer, as well as the con-
struction of drawings of the development of the solids and
construction of the same on pastebosrd, a high school sub-
Ject, inoidentally, in the United States; celculation of
the ereas of trapezis, trapezoids, polygons and circles,
the cubic messures, celculation of volume of prisms end the
cylinder and the sclution of various problems.

Fourth yeer geography deals with notioms of the phys-
ical and political geography of the Republic of Mexico, the
general aspects of the continents and their lerge political
divisions, the movement of rotation of the eerth end its
principal effects, such as day and night, eclipses and

sessons. The principal meridiens of the globe; letitude

and longitude are also considered.
The history treats of Hidalgo end the Wer of Independ-

ence, proclametion of the Republic, Ssnta Anna, war with
the United States, the plen of Ayutla Comonfort end the
Constitution of 1857, Juarez, the Reform and the French
1nterveﬁtiun, in alterneting classes.

Outline drawing end drawing of objects is taken up,
as well as ornesments, application of pbjects to the home,
probably corresponding to Interior Decoration,end hasty
construction of figures by scele, in alternating classes.

Writing continues with practice in the construction

of upper cess and lower case letters.
The seme singing exercises are practiced as in the
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Year preceding.
The gymnastic period is given over %o alternation of

certain prescribed exercises with those of last yesr. The
military exercises weres the seme &s the year bafore. The

- girls hed to do & certain amount of manusl laebor es well
as modified gymnastiocs.

The reading of this bulletin gives us a fair pioture
of Mexicen education &t a time about the middle of the in-
terval between 1857 and modern methods of sducation.

Passing now to a consideration of industrial develop-
ment, the beginning of the Twentieth Century marked the
beginning of en industrisl expansion which had & profound
influence upon educetion. In 1901 it was statedl that
over half the inhabitents are found in seven states, Jalls-
¢o, Guanajuats, Puedbla, Vera Cruz, Osxaca, Michoacan, end
Mexico,

A railway which 1% is expected will be completed by
the end of 1003, is being constructed by the government
across the Isthmus of Tehusantepec, from Costzacoalcos on

the Gulf of Salina Cruz on the Pacific", seys the 1901

Yeer Book.?

Railway extension end trade extension are synonymous

with educationsl extension,

lrne Internetional Yeer Book for 1901, 49l.

21v1d, 492,
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In 1907 demooratizing influendses in educetion were
beginning to make their appearance. The modernizing ten-
dencies were conspiocuous in the educstional systems of
Mexico in thet the inherited conservatism of a Latinized
race make a concession to the democretizing infiuences of
the times so far as to give industrisl training, even for
glrls, a comspicuous place on the school progr&ms.l

The extent of this democramtization cen best be shown
in figures. 1In 1806 there were 557 primary schools support-
ed by the stete in the Federal District and territorises
with 2,371 teachers, an attendance of 59, 251 pupils end
en expenditure of 2,250,000 pesos or 37.93 pesos per pupil.
of these schools 377 ﬁexe in the Federal District where 17
new schools werse esteblished in the early part of 1907, 3
of which were of ths greds of superior primary instruction,
the remaining 14 belonging to the elementury grade. There
were, besides, 219 private schools in the distriot with
13,145 pupils, 7,000 boys end 6,144 girls with 998 teachers.
A department of hyglene wes creeted by the dirsctor-genersl
of primary instruction in June 1806 for the purpose of
providing for the proper physical development of the pupils
in suitable hygienic surroundings and of preventing the

‘apread of ocontagious disesses, 2,374 pupils had received

l1gauestionel Report for 1907, Commissioner of Educetion,
Dept, of the Interior, wWashington, 241, vol. I.
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4 medical examination under this department., The sum of
100,000 pesos wes expended for school equipment during the
year,

The following table® 1a indicative of the number of
national primary schools in the Federal District in 1906,

Bumber of Schools Enrollment

Intant Schools 4 684
Elementary Primary 299 38,3786
Superior Primary 30 2,206
Supplementary Night Schools

for Laborers 22 3,682
Complementary Night Sohools

far Laborers 10 448
commercial Schools 2 . 228
Total 367 45,6354

Statistics regarding the' teaching force of national

primary schools are as follows:?2

Infent School 24
Elementary Primary 1,178
Superior Primdry 373
Supplementary 122
Commercial 37
Complementary 58
Total 1,793

onag, 2z
2106.,C1t,
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The primary schools in the territories in 1906 are
listed herewith:l’

National Schools

Tepic 113
B. California 54
Quintana Roo 13
Total 180

Enrollment, 111,060; teechers 387.

Under Madero a federal system of 500 rurel schools
wes conceived and asome fifty schools weres established in

1912. This number was increesed ta above 200, by Huerte

in 1913, From this time to well after the adoption of the
new constitution of 1917, during Caerranza's sdministration,
extremely unsettled conditions preveiled in the country end
little was sccomplished in the rfield of rural education.

In 1921, chiefly through the efforts of Jose Vesconcelos,
then r;ctor of the National University, the present Federsl
Department of Public Education was creaied by vonstitutionsl
amenﬂmeﬁt, end the central government was given the right

; _ tates O
to extend its educational sctivities to all the s

the republio.z

l1bsa, 243.

' 22.
2Cameron Duncen Ebsugh, Educetlion in Mexico,
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A typicel school program for the year 1921, which is
generally conceded to be a milestone in the snnals of edu-
cation, &s this year is referred to as "The Reform of
1921"1. is fncluded here es & concrete exemplification of
the Eccompliahment up to that time.

hhile the "Progrem of 1921" shows e veat improvement
in the sttempt of the educetors of the country to improve
the conditions of the people, it was atill deficient in
neeting the requirements for one of nationsl unity. For
exemple, the Indisn, es far ss his needs and sdaptability
to this typs of program were concerned, mey ss well have
been non-existent. There are still fifty-four Indisn
tribes living in lexico, eech one with its own languege,
its own cuatoms, and even its own prehistoric forms of
religion. it is elmost litereslly true that every other
Indien does not sperk or understané Spenish, which con-
dition mekes nstionsl unity much harder to achieve.z

In the following chepter, the work of some new edu-
cationel forces 1s described, the sotivities of the "sdu~
cational missionaries™, cultural missions, and rursl oir-

cuits, end which is definite towerd the reclamation of the

Indien tribes end other rursl peoples.

l1p1a, 10.
Ziery Jenness, The ¥ellspring, Feb. 1921, 8,
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CBAPTER V
THE WORK OF THE EDUCATIONAL MISSIONARY
AND CULTURAL MISSIONS

In the hands of the rural communities lies the future
of Mexico. Into her rugged mountain festnesses, over her
fertile pleteaus, into the tropicel Jjungles must penetrate

the light of learning.
Bold spirits ere needed to surmount the hardships. En-

thusiasm surpessing the native indolence. fervent desire for
disseminating the truth and understanding must quicken the
intrepid hearts of those who would carry the torch of knowe

ledge to the down-trodden masses.
It is to the efforts of the "educational missioneries”™

that the country has pinned its faith end expectations for
a national consciousness, and eny strivings for a unified

Mexioan progress, culture, and solidarity.

Under the Department of Education, there is organized

& group of teachers caslled educationsl missionaries. This

movement hed its inception in the mind of one of the most
inspired of all sducational enthusiasts in Mexico, Jose

VYosooncelos. As head of the educationsl department, he

aries should

suggested thet volunteer educetionsl mission
end write.

undertake to teach one or more persons to read
smaller

have the tesk of visiting the

These missionaries
dy their educational needs,

towns end Indian seotions to stu
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and to organize scheols in places where there have never
been any. A very serious chatacle to the work of these
missionaries has been found in the difficulty of finding
teachers capable of developing real apostolic qualities,
but this is the sxseption rather than the rule,

Each missionery is assigned a territory, and allotted
& number of assistents who are more or less stationary;
while he himsell makes the rounds st frequent intervals.

The missicnaries find the.Maje Indisns of Yucetan--
perbaps the only state of Mexico that has preserved all of
its local color--the most receptive and most grecious of
a2ll Mexican people. In spite of ell their abuses to which
they have been subjscted, the Maya Indisus preserved their
language, their traditions, and their culture. They have
done so becsuse they have naturally & dominent snd petient
personality. The inhsebitents of the 1little villeges of
Yucatsn heve alwasys welcomed the work of the missionary,
end in their own genial way have offered these teachers
the best in their possessions.l |

The work of the educational missionaries is & tesk of
ploneering. Culture in Mexico has herstofore been the
privilege of certein socisl classes, end it 1s only now
that it has been considered worth while to develop the

intelligence of the workers in the fields and factories.

1Esperanza Bringas, Survey, 52, 1924, 172.
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4nd yet here is @& people from whom we K8y expect an eager
response, for they heve never lost contact with life and
&re therefore prepared for the most significant truths.l
In 1924, & survey revealed the encouraging fact that
& system of rural schools was definitely end well estab-
lished, El1 Sembrado, the official organ of the Secretary
of Public Education of Mexico, for 1929, has some illus-
trations showing the advence of the number of schools,

teachers, and pupils, educated under the Revolutionary

government.

Schools-1924 Teschers-1924 Pupils=~1924
9,644 23,153 864,969
1927 1027 1827
17,549 31,232 1,306,557

These figures include both urbsan and rursl schools.
In 1924 the number of rural schools alone wes 1,089;
1,146 teachers and 65,000 pupile, to bring hope to the
hearts of those educational ploneers striving to aid
Maexico in emerging from her chrysalis of superstition,
ignorance, and dormency in 8any unified national aspirations.

The year 1925 witnessed the establishment of 48 mis-

sionaries as supervisors. The extent of their efforts is

lrpia, 191,

ek M. ) R A i
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Do more eloquently expressed than in the statistiosl com-
ment thsat approximately 417 schools psy annum came into
existence due to the endeavors of the sducational miasion-
aries and pressure upon the government to expend more money
upon furthering education.l

As & rule, most of the migsionaries are full or good
will, but the towns and Indisn tribes are too poor end too
indvlent to build a school, and purchess school materials;
there is not encugh money to satisfy the tremendous needs

of the country, dut the faith of the people force them to

keep-on,a

These young men and wamen who have dedicated themselves

to the educational misstonary movement, are not only teach-

ing reading and writing, but they are also teaching better

modes of living. They have undertaken the tesk of incor-

porating the Indisns into the cultural 1ife of lexico with-
out at the same time destroying their own traditions, erts,

and achievements. They are prepared to teach &t sny &nad

every time, and in any place they can secure auditors,
They have corept into mountain passes, into deep cenons, 1in-
to forests, into every place, no matter how distent or how
isolated from the rest of the world; they have endured or

: k of
rether enjoyed the self denial, the herdships, the lac

lept
comforts that thet kind of life involves. They heve si&p

: 1z2.
1E] sembrador (The Seed-sower) 1924,
Su II
sconcelos, "Educetionel sspirations™, Jurve L1I,

2Jome Vo
.1.92 ¥ ]

e e L
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on floors, have eaten Indian food, end trevelsd through
mountains on the backs of little burros for weeks end
months at a time. Not only teachers, but well-known art-
ists, musiclens, poets, writers, and scholars have offer-
ed themselves for this work. Even the university intel-
lectual forgets his cloistered hadbits, end betekes himselfs
to the field end the mountain on the back of a burro.

In order to enlarge end enrich the knowledge of the
educationsl missionaries, and to improve them vocationally,
the "oultural missions" (Missiones Cultureles} have been
established. A cultursl mission might be expleined by say-
ing that it is sort of & faculty of e nmormal school which
travels about the country, remeining in specific districts
for four weeks at & time to give intensive training to the
teachers who have been called together. These courses are
called institutes. The teachers are trained in sgricultural
activities end in small industries end rural crafts, and
they are shown how to work for the econcmic, soclial, end
spiritual bstterment of the community.

The members of the cultursl mission ere: 4 dirsctar
of the ™Nission™ who has charge of orgenizing and direct~
ing the work, and the cultural and vocational improvement
of the teachers; a socizl worker whose part is that of the

betterment of heslth and home life; & physical sducation
ity

teacher for sports, gemes, and verious forms of commul
the

recreation; a teacher of music end folk songs, who 8%
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same time that he Teaches gathers up bit by bit & wealth of
folklore scettered and lost emong the fields; s teacher of

agriculture end animel husbandry; and & tescher of small

industries and rursl crafts. A4 "Mission™ does not work ex-

clugively with the teachers in the varicus institutes, the

entire community is taken intc the work carried on in im-

portant institutions.
Twelve of these "Missions™ are going on throughout the

1
In Mexico there are Rurel Circuits {Circuiutes Rursles),

which are groups of smell communities, with & lerger oentral

community e nucleus. There is opened in each central com-

munity & thoroughly orgenized rural schocl with ell 1ts
equipment and services with e well trained teacher in charge
in order that the institution may serve 8s & demonstration

center. This type of school is entirely meintained by the

Federal govermment. In the surrounding communities thers

are smaller schools established with & tescher in cherge
of the

who

is patd by voluntary contributions from the members

community if they are not too pooOT.
There s&re &t present 2,438 schools of this type, grouped
in 703 circuits. About 109,000 childrexn have beed registered
in them, and sn average of 97,000 sttend for daily instruc-~
tion. The attendance of adult men and women, 13 around 48,000.
s suffer great privations end

The dwellers in these communitie

1. Herring, The Genuis of Mexico, 118.
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secrirfioes for the schools, and they are watohful that
their children attend in order to resp full benefit.t
All of this is the initiel impulse of a movement that

will eventually save Mexico if it goes on developing. BHun-
dreds of well mesning men and women, both capsble and unsel-
fish, have put a sort of religion into their efforts to
teach the masses. The understanding is dewning that pudblic
educetion in a country like Mexico is the moet important

state function to safeguard the futurs of the paopla.z

liubert Herring, The Genjus of Mexico, 114.

2yose Vosconacelos, op.cit., 164,




Example of Anclent Mexican Pottery

From School_Arts Magazine

February 1922,
Page 365.
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CHAPTER VI
THE PLACE OF MUSIC AND ART IN MEXICAN EDUCATION

In no better manner cen the livss, cepabilities and
schievements of a people de traced, than through their srt.
A volume, printed by the four color process, and given over
entirely to illustrations, has recently been published, that
will do more for the discernment of the Mexicen's educetion-
el needs in matters artistic, then any amount of words upon
the subject;l

This book, entitled Open Air Schools of Painting, con-~

tains the work of a sufficient number of different pupils
to be fairly representetive of Mexicsn artistic tendencies,
I have drawn the following conclusions, which of course,
may or may not be in accordance with the views of others:

(1} The Mexicsn loves color. He gloets over it, he
records nature's hues lovingly, reverently.

(2) Everything appeers big, grandiose, to the Mexiocan.
He loves large masses, trees, mountains, houses. There is

almost & tendency toward braggedocioc.
(3) The Mexicen is a home-loving person. The younger
pupils invariebly meke seversl compositions of the home,

the yerd, the interior, while the married pupils though
F - e ni nes.
not old, by any meens, inverisbly peint the ninos &nd nin

These very ordinary children ere imbued with & saintliness

hout Ias Escue~
lses 111ustrations by yerious pupils throughout Lis  actsy,y,

las de Pintura el Airo Libro, Sece.
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which the father doubtless imegines to exist, with suck a:
. iy

perent reverence does he paint his offspring.

(4) ?hﬂ Mexicen does not cultivate the intricacies of
perspective. That involives work, and hard work., He omits
it a= an unnecessary luxury.

(5) The Mexican loves to paint people in sotion. Me
reqcords their posture, expression, end various duties feir-
ly aacurately, but as for any knowledge of artistic anatomy,
which is studied in every American art school, he hus siaply
not even a speaking ascquaintance with the subfect. It also
involves much berd mentael labor.

{6) ¥hen the Mexican sticks to lendscapes bs is safe.
When the Mexican sticks to design he 1s elso secure from

detection, but he should avoid street scenes and people un-

iess he wishes to advertise some rather dgerious defiociencies

to the world et iarge. Even Adolfo Beast-lisugard, who wrote

the standard text upon Designs for the VMexicen school »
rs when he ettempts 10 tesck the 1l-

ysten,

mekes most serious erro

, i 3
lustration of arms, legs, hends, elc.

However, the Mexican bas & grest love for fine erts
ration in the pre~

which has besn teken into cereful conside
la best sdspted for his n
ne Arts hes eight persons
end in addition, 32 ad=minis~
uties, 17 subprofessi

eeds.
paration of curricu

The Depertment of Fi

central directive personnel,
545 in tesching d

in ite

chi=

trative employees,
ant service.

al, 52 laborers end 104 in the ettend

: fo Bs
111 1utretions in Metodo de Divule, &3t

st-xaugerd.
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It attends to ocopyrights, theffschnical direction of
vocal music end concerts, the populer evening schools of
music, physical education, drawing, menuel training, thé;
Nationel Museum of Archeeclogy, History and Ethnology, and
the inspection snd care of artistic and historiocal monuments.l

The Bursau of Drewing and Practical Arts directs the
work in that field in 146 schools of the Federal District
and the states. It preparss the course of study, provides
special teachers for the different subjects, furnishes the
necessary supervisors to keep the work going on in an ef-
ficient manner end eight are assigned to duty in ths Nation-~
al Normal School of Mexioo 01ty.2

Many exhibitions of the work of Federsl school pupils,
in pencil, ink, oharcoal, pastel, oils and water color, 2re

bheld in the national and state capitals and in foreign

countries. To numercus school systems, colleges and univer-

aities of the United States, smaller collections heve been
sent, 52 being shipped in the month of September 1929,

This bureau alsc has charge of the decorations for en-
tertainments and school feirs, the scenery &nd stage-settings

for the school theaters, end whatever other art work may

lrames F. Abel, "Netionel Ministries of Education, U.S. Edu-
cational Bulletin, No. 12, 1930, X, 123-4.

2Cemeron D. Ebeugh, Educetion in Mexico, 108.

Bpoletin de ls Secris. de Ed, Pub. .VIII, No. 8, Sept. 1929,

Mexico D.¥., 84.
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from time to time be required by the Department of Educ-
ation., It publishes & children's magezine under the title
of "Pulgarcito®” (Tom Thumb), the illustrstions of which
are made entirely by the school children.d

Since February 1929 the Open Air Schools of Painting
have been under the direction of this bureau. The first
of these Open Air Schools was established by the artist
ilfredo Ramos Martinez at Senta Anita in 1913, In 1925
four were ruﬁctioning'rn the Federal District and an ex-~
hibition showing the results of two months' work proved
such & success that the establishment of three move wes
approved,z

There are no entrance requirements in these schools
of painting. Anyone, regardless of sex, age Or race may
enroll, The necessary material is provided free of charge
snd the pupils ere assigned s place from which to paint,
The schools are opsn morning and afternoon and the inter-
ventlon of the teachers is limited to watching for the
finished product and preventing the pupils being influenced
by the work of oOthers. IV is not even permitted that the
pupil see the master psint his own pictures. Absolute
freedom {s given in the selection of what to paint, in the
medium employed and in the execution of the work. The per-
sonality of the pupil is the sole key to the whole sctilvity

lcameron D. Ebaugh, op. eit., 109,

Bpoletin de 1a Seeria. de Pub. Ed.
FeE- 1529, Mexico DnFc',. Bi

Vol. VIII, No. 2,
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of the achool. In this way their producotion bsars the
ratural and unstudied stamp of creative performence that

is indittarentfto the "good" and the "bad"--the eternal
postulate of art, at leasst such is the opinion of Salvador
Novo.+ Being & Mexican himself, he 1s doubtless rather
insensitive to the horrible atrocities committed against

the laws of perspective, formal composition and rudimentary
knowledge of the underlying fundamentals of anatomical draw-
ing.

There are also frees schools of Sculpture. From the
very beginnings, these schools of peinting and sculpture
heve been s marked success, Frequent exhibitions and
press comments have everywhere been most leudatory. Through
the medium of such establishments, the Federel Depariment
of Publioc Education is succeeding in arousing & love for
things Mexicen, & spirit of patriotism--of Mexican national=-

ism. Ideas of racial or olass superiority are being sup~

planted by new concepts of equal opportunity for all, rich

end poor, white, Mestizo and Indien.?

Now, let us consider the work of the depertment in

the student of Music. In 1929 the Bureau of Solo &nd

Chorus singing, with 130 trained teachers and five super-
visors, gave all music instruction in 156 schools bath in
and out of the cepital, in the Nationel Normal School, in

1 Yonografia de las Escue-

selvador Nova, Pub. de la Secrie, Ronografia cde 283 LAOUY
les de-Pintara el Aire Librs, Pub,., Meixoc, D.F. 1926, 12.
e et R el R

2Ccameron D, Ebaugh, op. cit., 111.
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the achool for Indien youths, and in six evening schools,
and supervissed the music instruction in 300 incorporate
plants. There were 62,580 boys and girls who received in-
atruction in music during the school year. There were also
11 chorus centers in which 3185 working men snd women were
given instruction in singing and {instrumental music. In
order that the instruction may be uniform, the supervisors
hold weskly oconferences with the music teschers of thelr
district end slso conduct a model cleass in techniqus.

An indication of the sotivity of this buresu 1is evi~
denced in 289 conocerts held during 1928-1982%, Ons of these

was held in the National Stedium in Mexico City, 5000 boys

end girls taking part.l

Another, held in the monumental ampitheater in Chapul~
tepec, offered chorus selections of 2000 voloes, all work-
ingmen. On Mother's Dey and Arbor Day, concerts were held
in 8ll Federal Schools. During the same yeer en orchestira
composed entiTely of teechers was orgenized end this body,

with the classic chorus of the Department, similarly com-

posed, participates in all major concerts. On Sundays, the

workingmen's chorus oenters hold concertis in the public

parks before lsrge sudiences. Coples of musical compos-

1tions were sent to forsign countries and 1o the directors

of Federal Education in the Mexicen States, with the view

to popularizing Mexican music.

l1pia, 107.
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The Popular Night School of Music wes established for
the purpose of providing the laboring classes with artistioc
culture through the popularization of knowledge conducive
to the correct interpretation and exesution of musical,

drametic, and choreographic compositions.
The offerings in this school ere of en eminently

practical charaoter, so that persons of limited resources
may recelve such inatruction as will enable them to live
imediately, a fuller and more enjoyable life.

To the end of furnishing wholesome diversion, numerous
concerts in which glee cluds, orchestra, and dancing cless-
es participete, are held in public parks and hells.

The Tollowing courses are offered:-

OBLIGATORY: Chorus Singing, Solo Singing and Theory

of Music, Elements of Rhythm end Expression, Popular Chorus

Singing.
OPTIONAL:

Opera Chorus, Pileno {2 courses), Stringed
Instruments, (Violin, Viol, Celle, Viocla, etc,), Common
Instruments {Mandolin, Guitar, etec.}, Band kusic, Elocu~

tion &nd Scenic Practice, Aesthetic Dancing.l

The following table will show the activities of a
night school of music, which undoubtedly will prove more
of & salvation to the minds and morals of the Mexicans
than many years of the teaehi‘n@ of the Church. Its com-
prehensive neture is readily discerned, end it i1s grate-

fully patronized by the apprecistive lMexicens who &re now

Boletin de la See, de Ed. Pub., Vol. V, No. I, Mexico,

y
DIF., Igag’ 60
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being offered opportunities hitherto offered only to the
moneyed class, thanks to the demceretic scope of the Depart-
ment of Eduocetion,

Like all Latin peoples, the Mexicens are exceptionelly
musicael, and the governmant long 8go discovered that a
rlentiful supply of music was essentisl to peaceful ruls.
The Mexicans are desoribed es being as musicel as the Hun-
garians. The type of folk-song to be heard among the half
breed end Indien classes is plaintive, melancholy, and
beautiful, couched usuelly in the minor key, snd very re-

minicent of old Spain.t
The following is & translation of a table appearing

on pege 414 of El Esfuerzo Educativo en Mexico (1924-1928)

Volume II, published by the Department of Education in
Mexico City, from 1924-to 1928:=-
THE POPULAR NIGHT SCHOOL OF MUSIC

Work evolved covering the period from Januery 1,
1825 to June 30 1928

Year of

1925 1926 1927 1@28

Pieces taught iz 12 12 12
Works undsrteken in ell classes 214  24% 148 42
Festivals in which the students

take part - 37 30 18
Festives orgenized by the

schools 6 43 36 5

1L.Spenca, Mexico of the Mexicans, 93.
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The following table represents the works nndertaken in

the Popular Night School of Lusic from December 1924 to

June 30, 1928.1

ESCUELA POPULAR NOCTURNA DE MUSICA-~-CBRAS PUESTAS
Comprende del lo. diclembre de 1924 el 30 de junioc de 1928

NOMBRE DE LA OBRA TEXTO PARTES  AUTOR
Marcha Heroica En Espanol 1l C.Ssint-Saenz
Tennheuser, ilarcha En Itelieno 1 R.Wegner
Tannhsuser, Coro Pereg-
~ Tinos En Xtalizno 1 R.Wegner
Kocturno, Numero 6 En Espanol 1 Chopin _
Las Ruinas de Atenes En Espenol 1 L.von Beetkoven
Iris., Himn al Sol "En Xteliano 1 P. kascegni
Novena Sinfonis En Alemen 7 L.von Beethoven
Mercha Funebre En Itelianc 1 Berlioz
Vals Danubio Azul En Espanol 1 N.Streuss
Boris Houdonoff, Coro

de la Coronacion Sin texto 1 Moussergsky
A los Muertos por la ‘

Patris En Espanol 4 Ch. Viardot
Canto & la Vide En Espanol 1 A. Flachebba
Quetzalcoatl En Espanol 4 A. Flachebba
Moises. Coro Letin 1 G. Rossini
Josue Fn Espanol 1l Handel
Karina, Soliate Sop~

rano lo. y Coros " En Espanol 2 E., Arriets
Canto Gregorieano Latin 1 Del Siglo V
Himno & le Santa Cruz Latin 1 A, Gonzalez
Adorsemus te Christi Latin 1 P%r%éade Pales~

i P.l.de Pales-

Sabbato Ssnecto En Latin b
Motete Eucaristo En Latin 1l 4. Carrasco
0, Saorum Convivium En Latin 1 Signorettl
Ave Maria En Latin 1  Faure
Ave Verum En Latin 1 lMozert
Pueri Hebreorun En Latin 1 4 Gonzelez
Libera me Domins En Latin 1l Per031l .
Vixille Regis En Latin 4 J.G.Ve aa%uaz
Ave Verunm En Latin 1 E. Mosqueda
Stabat Matar En Latin 10 G, Rossigi
Trist ets anima mea En Latin 1 A. Gonzelez

1x1 Esfuerzo Educativo en Mexico 1624-1928, Vol, IX, Dept.

of Fducetion Lexico Citys, 419.
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CEAPTER VII
RECENT EDUCATIONAL TENDENCIES

Slowly but surely is rurél elementery educetion in
Mexico, fulfilling new demends. It has, moreover, suc-
cessfully followed the trend of adaptability to the every-
day life or the scholar, rather thasn plecing an undue in-
sistence upon'praparation for higher treining.

In eddition to the "Three R's", it is essentiall to
know how to milk & goat, direct the duilding of a beehive
end the kesping of bees, the comstruction of furniture,
the improvement of & village loom, and to endeavor to fm-
press an Indien mother that pulque end mangoes constitute

an unfit diet for a baby.
2 .
To quote & speech (repreinted in The Wellspring]™ of

Dr. Rafsel Remirez, chief of the Federal Department of

Education in Mexico:~

When the little school has been built, the Joyful,

: m the mountains or go up from
noisy children come down IIo L S ook

the valleys. They go to school carr :
eyes the hope of their redemption. There they ﬁaargotge_
read, write end celculete, but they also leern 'aoznzo inE
come strong, how to live, and they are initlatec

rural ooccupations that they will follow later ox.

In the evening the adults and also the old folks came
to the school. Not only do they learn serious things 1in
those 11ttle rursl schools, they elso laern how to sinpg

‘he Wellspri
lyary Jenness, "Mexicen Life in the Country™, The Wellsprilf,

February 22, 1931, 8.
210c. Cit.
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themselves, because rurel life in most .

ties 1s monotonous, tirescme, and sed. .

We bsgan 8 drive for the erection of opem=.
all of our rural schoos, 1In these theaters
oiel orientetiona and en optimistic end

rmed, end festivals of sports and oulture

» thus educating the people while they amuse

a rurel school will undoubtedly disclose &

'ts absorbing the entire attemtion of the

f a seminar expedition' passing through

mede the following observetions upon rurel

to rurel schools were perticularly interest-
e saw & Earefooted potter, with exquisite

utiful veses bdefore our eyes, twisting his
tween his sensitive and skillful feet. The
lvestock all testified to the eminently praot-
f the rural sochools, In these institutions
d girls learn the ancient fundamental arts
is the "Three R's" of the trade school.
;ion of the people to the new school sysiem
y many little one-room schoolhouses, some
built by the villagers themselves, as

on to modern education in Mexico.

way with a new sense of the paradox of two
”Qy;ixed. and at the seme time show definite
cleavege--a sense which the resding of meny volumes cculd
not have given us. They are proud of their Indian blood,
these Mexioa and justly proud. At Oaxseca, one of the
erches of %tk el normel school procleims that this
school is dedicated to the "Indien race". They do not ocall
themselves Latin-imericen, but Indo~-Latin. The Indien ia
the dominent element in the nation, the persistent strength
' soulfar problems stemming from that of the Indian
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In these foregoing peragraphs, written by firste-hand
observers of rural Mexico, lies the key to the rural edu-
cational progrem,~-the education of the Indian, with refer-
ence %o his particular native characteristics end occou-
pations.

His is a more plodding personality, as opposed to the
mercurial temperament of the Spaniard, His pursuits must
include muscular eiartion, combined with a high degree of
skill end & fair smount of technicsel knowledge.

"Through self-activities to self-dependences" is the
slogan of the educational warfare, coined by Menuel Barranco,
which should be the ideal of every educator in the orusade
egainst ignorance and misapplied pedagogy.

First of all, the education of the Indians is & nation-
el necessity, according to Barranco, so &s & national prob-
lem, the Federal government has the right and the duty %o
handle 1%.

The problems presented in educating the Indien tribes
may be somewhat appreciated when their variety 1s disclosed.
In yucaten reside the liayas, also in the Territory of Quin-

tano Roo, 1in Hidalgo and centrel Vera Cruz are the Otomies,
in Yera Cruz are found the Totonacs. The Tarasco Indiens

inhabit the state of Michoecan, the old Aztecs
while Oaxacéa

are in some

central states and in the Federal District,

15 populated by Mixtecos end Zapotecos. |
1d be under the generel direction

All of these zones shou
ster of Public Education

and watchful eye of the Federal Mini
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*ho should have a special office with a atars of
superintendents whose mission shall be to visit t:en:ral
This opinion1 was voiced by Manuel Barranco in 191; :n:a.
has, in recent years been admirably fulfilled due t; t:e
efforts of Dr. Vesconeelos, who launched the educstional

mi ssionary movement which has ramified into the furthe rmost

districts of Mexico.
The germ of the ides of applying elementsry education

to aotual needs, as advocatsd by Barranco, hes developed
in a very satisfactory manney, considering the cremped

funds under which Mexicen education must elways lsbor.

Says this writer:

" Education must meke the individusl efficient.
fitness includes (1) Fitness to work end form & femily.
(2) Ability to be & sound producer and consumer. (3) Intel-
ligent possession of & sum total of knowledge sufficlesnt

to give him an idea of the civilizetion in which he s
on of the struggles of buzun-

living with a simple concepti

ity to get where it is now. (He explains thet this lest
paragraph refers to the study of historyl. (4) Possesaion
of moral snd mesthetic ideals of the soclal group in which
he lives, To do=--to think-~to love,--upon this besis

should the Indisn curriculum be made.

Patience is another grest Indien virtue, meking hic
i{ng the slreedy greet

4 Protestsnt

Social

more emenadls to treaining end lessen

responsibilities of a consclientlous tescher.,
Lce as

missionary tescher? refers to the netive persiste

follows:

One characteristic that

infinite patience. The besutif
only when one reelizes thet time co

I have pentioned 18 that of
ul handwork 18 explained
ants for nothing 88

nd its Problems, 23.
f the LeEs

Ipanuel Barranco, Mexico 8
2Hazel Mcillister, Mexico, orficial Crgan ©
Church in Mexico.
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they execute 1ts besuties; to wait and not grow restleass
is a lesson we neighbors to the north need to learn.

Evidently 1t wes to the Mesitzo, rether than the
Indien, that reference was made by Nicolas Mariscal,l when
be tabulated the causes of the artistic decsadence in Liexlco.
Trenslated, he concludes that constant fectors such as
geographical altitude, ethnic considerstions such &s indol-

ence and indifference are to blsme. Verieble contributing
factors were.listed &s youthfulness, insofer as & national
history wes concerned; politically, superstition; economical-

ly, proverty; frivolity and intrigus insofar &s morels were

considexred.

The orgsnization of modern elementary schools is ably

discusesd by Charles Williem Dabney.3

{1) The present leaders of the people are thoroughly

committed to the cause of public education. The Consti-

tutionalist party end its leader are pledged %Yo the develop-

ment of the schools.
{2) It is egreed that the initiative shell be left %o

the locel communities, the municipios end the state, per-
haps, with the supervision end direction from the nationsal

government, but with no centralized control.

(5) The people sre firmly determined that these schools

lead~
shall be as they say, "free, lay and campulsory". The le
ers sre intensely opposed to church control.
IN{colas Marisocal, El Arte en Mexico, 1z2.
30 . 12,13o

2¢harles Williem Debney, & Star of Hope for Mexic
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(4) In organization, the schools follow the French
plen, rather than the Americen, the primary grades being
comprised within 6 years, 4 celled "elementery", and 2
called "superior”. Since they were left to the initiative
of the local guthorities, the schools do not cover the
field, and vary much in excellence. Some cities have fair-
ly good schocls, but the majority of the country schoola
sre poor. The instruction is generally limited to the
"Three R*s". (Here Dsbney seems to disegree with other
observers of Mexicen rural schools, although his book waa
published in 1931.) This observer adds that the inatruc~-
tion 1s very indifferently given by poorly treined teachers
from the lower orders of scciety and that it is safe to sy
that three-fourths of the Mexicans are still 1lliterate.

In the Seminar Lectures entitled The Genius of bexico,
delivered in 1930 and printed in 1931, the seme time &3 the
publicetion of Dabney's work, & different aspect of rursl
education snd the ebilities of rurel teschers is presentec.

The following parsgraphs will perhaps cast a somewhet dir;
ferent light upon the rural problems end their trestment.
For the preparation of teachers in the mountains end
fields there are scattered throughout the country fifteen
remerkable WOIK.

ne which

regional normel schools, They carry on

Within two or three days we will visit the ©

7he Genlus of
lgybert C. Herring end Katharins Perrill, IThe LEOZRZ ==

Yexico, 117,118.
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functions in Oaxtepec, You will then get an idea of the
importent work which these modest institutions are perforn-
ing. They provide the student with the needed ecademic and
vocational knowledge; they teach him the rural industries
and orafts; they train them in the work whiech they are %o
cerry on later in the communities; they give many oppor-
tunities for sports and gemes; they teach them how to bring
recreation into the lives of a community; they forge in them
a temperament for socisl leadership and devotedly deposit
in their hearts the seed of an irmense sffection for the
country people and a great longing for their redemption.
Many young gradustes of these regional schools are doing
excellent work as *t;e&chars in the ru;'al schools,

| The Cultural Missions, mentioned in snother cheapter,
have also been established to give further intensive cour-
ses to the teechers who have bean called together.

In Dabney's rather pessimistic view of rureal education,

the commentator overlooks the fact that great projects
The alms,

mist of pecessity stert with small beginnings.
f{deals snd efforts put forth by the students in arriving

at their goel, are the determining factors thet really

count, in educationel measuremenis.
The whole problem resolves itself into ome of finan-

ces, When salaries are commensurete with the intensive

training thet a really efficient teacher must undergo, con~

ditions will most certainly be above criticism.
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When money expended by greedy, grefting politicos
is diverted into material for school buildings, wire for

ohicken pens, sslaries for arts end crafts teachers, social

workers, physicel education directors, music and folk-lore
teschers, and sgricultural and enimal husbandry demonstrat-
ors, then, snd only then, will the 1dsel of edequate sdu-

cation for the Indien be realized.

—

3
]
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CHAPTER VIIIX
CONCLUSION

A conclusion cen be reached from the foregoing discus-
sion of public education in Mexico that during recent years,
education hes made progress, and that nearly all clesses of
the people have put their hopes in lesrning and culture.

The educational plan since 1857 hes been based upon the
theory that education is the foundetion of the prosperity

of a nation, and at the same time the surest method of mak-
ing impossible the ebuses of power;l
However, politicel evils have never made education

exempt, If Mexico needs enything, it needs more honesty

in its administretion; 1t needs more falthful, sincere &nd

courageous men to cerry out its problems.

The Mexisan has never known Justice. Ee has elweys

been a victim of treschery, end has been fed on hate and

1lies ‘.5
To be effective all educetion must reach the individ-
ual life. Gsneral Porfirio Disz, during kis edministration,

took definite steps toward the establishment of the modern

1des of education. In 1908, for the first time in the his=
tory of education in Mexico, education wes given e depart-

ment in the govermment. This most exalted piece of sociel

11

ly, M. Pulg Cesauranc, lLa Educacion publica en hexico,
2H. C. Herring, Genius of Mexico, 325.
Screel, The People Next Door, 11.
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justice thet wss ever accomplished by the educetional de=-
pertment was the psrfecting and diffusing of the national
lenguage emong the natives, eand which was the strongest

hope of the redemption of the rural clesses,

More then 70% of the Mexicen populstion live in rural

distriots, grouped in tiny settlements. BMexico is essen~

tislly e rural country; end its happiness end future must
depend upon the scundness of {its agrerien 1life. The lend
problem must be solved; Mexico must be owned by the people
of Mexico. Until thet time there can never be peace or

freedom or sociel justice or democracy or education or
enything else that is decent in socisal organization.l

For & long time the poor people in the rural districts

have had no schools, nor enything else., They were burden~

ed with heavy texes, end rent on a wretched wege of tweniy-
five to thirty-seven cents a day. '
As 8 matter-of-fact we know that by dint of sufferirg,
they filled up the bettalions of the rebels, end mede the
most widespread revolution that there has been in the coun-

At 1ts triumphant end they saw their schools come in-

try.
to being. If they will work and study now, @ majority of
the messes would have bresd for the sustenence of the body,

and learning for the sustensnce of mind and spirit. Edu-

cation works for the rehebilitation of tke rural popu-

lation.a

lpemon De Negri, "The Agrerian Problemn, Survey,LII, 1924,

“Flae. -
2Hl Herrina. OE. c.itt’ 113.
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However, education in Mexico must have =& desper mean-

ing than merely book instruction. For & considersble
length of time the tendencies have been to provide economio,
moral, end social education. Constructive forces are en-
deavoring to bring about such reforms ss those which will
give the people theﬁsel?es a chance to work out bestter liv-
ing conditions, %o provide opportunity for more self-expres-
sion and leadership other than through the medium of des~
tructive revolt. The constructive is belng exemplified in
the present educational progrem, which, if completed, will
be a stimulus in the greet crusede for the formation of &
real Fatherland in Mexico.?l

' If Mexican sducetion esnd national solidarity is to
be achieved every Mexican must kneel before the alvars cf
his country, and in a generous denunciation of ell polit-
icel rancors, put eside all group hatreds; he must free
himself from all politicel parties and ideas of social
distinctions end join in one common project--national

reconstruction, alopg lines of not only meterial progress,

but also along lines of justice, public educationm, and

sound government, which will meke ell feel proud ©o be

Mexicans.a

No one denies the revolutions' influencs,
h the intel-

but very

few have determined the manifold weys in whic

. ; . he
lestural life of Mexico hes been affected by it T
; rexico, 17.
lcaseuranc, Le Educecion Publica en ke ’ .

nwhat's the Latter w

2pr. J. M. Pulg Caseuranc, o b sen: 530.

World Work, vol. 66, No. 5, Se
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belief 18 now generasl that the whole populetion of the
country "must" go to school, even if this idesl is not %o
be achieved in a few yesars, nor even perheps in e gener-

ation. This belief implies & new sttitude.
L8 soon 8s Kexlco began to emerge, over & century ago,

from the medisval atmosphere of the Spanish colonial re-
gime, the theory of popular educetion begen to eppesr in

meny forms of reading meteriel to stimulete in the people

@ desire to reed. After the struggle for irdependence was

over, the number of schools grew stesdily; every men who

could afford it attended school, and it became indispens-

able for women not to be itlliterste. (During the coloniel

period, there wers men who thought it dangerous for women
]

to read and write.) For & hundred years populer education

was mainly a theory; smong the reslly poor, few crossed the

barrier of i{lliterecy. The believers in popular educetion

{such men, for instance, &s Justo Sierrs, who beceme Sec-
retarie de Instruccion Publica towards the Dimsz regime)

never succeeded in communiceting their faith to the men in
the street, not even to the government.1

The traditionesl age-old sadness hes been lightned by

the hope of learning. They ncw play end laugh &s they never

d1d4 before. Ferhaps the best symbol of new kexico is Diego

River's {(popular ertist of Mexico) powsrful fresco in which,

lpedro Urens, "The Revolution of Intellectual Life™, Sur-
vey, LIXI, 1924, 165.
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vhile the armed revolutionist stops to rest himself and
borse, the rural school teecher is surrounded by a few
children snd sdults, &s poorly clad as herself, but eager

with the hope of & new dey in Mexico.z“

The present educational program in Mexico 1s meking
the attempt to be distinctly humen in charecteristic~~the
child 13 imbued with the ides thet he is & member of the
humen race, end thet all peoples sre his fellows; &nd that
there is enough lend in Mexico for all to 1live in peece

and love.?"

11b1a, 166,
2Yose Vosconcelos, "Educatiopal Aspirations", Survey, LII,
168,
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PRIMARY SOQURCE MATERIAL

Allen, Florence, An Adventure in Understending, The
Committes on Culturel Relmtions with Latin Amerios,
ki lla Eo lgth Street’ NOY., 1951'

This tract by e Justice of the Supreme Court of
Ohiv, oconcerns her first hend observations of lexico
on her 1930 Seminar trip.

Brenner, Anita, Your Mexicen Holidey, . P, Putnam's
Sona, New York, 1932,

This book is a guide for the enjoyment of tour-
ists who want to see the various places of intersst
in Mexico,

Casauranc, J. Puig, La Educecion Publice en Mexico,
iggéioacionaa de le Secreterie Educaclon, Mexico,
. .

Important discussions dy one of Mexico's fore=~
most educators, who was secretary of education in
1928, '

Constentine, Arthur, "Pyremid Shows Ancient Mexico
Knew Sculpture®, Sacremento Bee, Sscramento, Celif.,

Dec., 27, 1932.

Dabney, Charles Williem, A Star of Hope for Mexico,
Latin-Amsricen News Associstion, 1400 Eroadway, N.Y.C.,

1831,
The purpose of this tract seems to be to promote

more emicable feslings beiween the United Stetes end
kexico,

El Esfuerzo Educativo en Mexico, Vols. I end 1I, 1924-8,
Depto., de Ed. Pub., Mexico, 1928,

International Yesar Book for 1901, Dodd Meed and Co., N.Y.
1901.

Yarious facts and figures about different naticms.

Memoria Noticla Estaedistice Sobre la Educacion Publica
e Mexico, Depto. de Ed., Pub., kexico, 19203,

A similsr volume deals with 1928,
Comparative graphs, statistiocs, etlc.
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10, Memoria Remo de Fducacion Publica Vols. I aend II,
Depto. de Ed. Pub., Mexlico, 193l.

Comparative graphs, statistios, eto.

11, McAllister, Hazel, Mexico, Vol. XXII, No, 6, Methodist
Episcopal Chureh, Mexico, Nov. = Dsc, 1929.

Miss McAllister, a Methodist missionary, cobserves
that the Mexiocan people are naturally religious.

12, Novo, Salvedor, Monografia de lss Escuelas de Pintura
al Afre Lidbre, Pub. de 1s Seoris, de Ekd, Publ, Lexico,
1928,

A description of the work done by the open sair
gchool of peinting and the author's view upon ert in
general.

13, Real Mexico, editorial staff, Consolideted Rellroed end
Pullman service, Ave., 5 de Mayo Num. 1ll, Mexlco City,
Oot. - Nov. 1932,

Pictures and articles about present day Mexico,
and historical points of interest for touriats.

14, San Frenoisco News, Sen Francisco, Nov. 25, 19832.

15, Stoeckton Record, Stockton, Celif., December 16, 1932.

16. "X", The Mszic of the Americen Indians, Rosicrucien
Digest, Rosiocrucien Brotherhood, San Jose, Calif.,
Jan. 1833.

Ain ex-medicine man tells of his early trealning.

GOYERNMERT BULLETINS

1., Abel, Jemes F,, Nationsl Ministries of Education, U.S.
Ed. Bull. No, 12, 1930, Washingtom, D.C.

2, Boletin de le Secria, de Ed. Pub, Vol. ¥V, No. I, Msexico,
T DeF., 1926,

3, Boletin de le Secria., de Ed, Pub. Vol. VIII, No. 2,
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DRAWINGS
from
Metodo de Dibujo by
Maugsrd, Adolfo Best,
(Adolfo Best)

The originals by the suthor of the text, Metodo
de Dibujo were executed in BRUSH AND INK, but for clar-
ity of delineation, thess were rendered in PEN AND INK,
that the fundemental strokes might better be observed.
A few besic unlts are used and these pages illus-
‘trate the various designs that may be evolved by verious

combinations of thesa.
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Examples (of motor tests)

Arrange these flgures to form this other

Copy these figuree

E] Ssfuerzo Educativo en ¥exico---Vol, II

Department of Zducation,
wexleco City
1924-1928
page 148
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