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(original letter in possession of David @ilrye Muir)
L Qak, h k . aﬂm;u \9 - g&h
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My dear nephew John D. Muir:

Your nice letter came safely over the
mountains and pleins all the way from Portage to this California valley,
and I was glad to get your letter and hope that‘ some day you will come
yourself to see me and the high mountains and the big rivers and the
gea and the white waterfalls and the forest trees growing wild on the
mountains, the biggest trees in the world, and to see the grapes and
oranges growing and all the other wonderful things to be seen here.

Your card looks very golden and grand, and I didn't know that
you were so old and could write so well and were studying so many useful
things at school. Soon you will be & man. It does not seem more than &
short time since your father andE:lg)were about your age, only boys, for
people grow both day and night, like tree. I was frightened when you had
told me in your letter that you had been nearly killed last winter when
the sleigh nearly ran over you. You must be very careful and look well
about you when you are playing. I have been nearly killed too, & good
meny times, but I am all right yet, and I hope God will take care of you
and keep you all the time and make you happye

The cherries are ripe now '1n our orchard, and there are tons
of them, and I am sorry that I cannot send you and your father and mother
and Carrie and your brothers a whole lot.cf them, but they would all be
spoiled before you got them if I should send them. The birds are having
a good time eating cherries all day. Their bills are all red with the
sweet juice. They eat about five hundred dollars worth every year.

Give my love to father and mother and Carrie and your brothers and write
to me again when you have learmed your lessons and get time to write.
@oodbye, From your affectionate uncle,

John Muir
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