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Feb. 13, 1861.

My dear Mr, Muir:

in San Fran. or in Aldska, I'wonder, and do
you ever think of your worldly frieands, away up there amonz your ice

mountains. 1t is & lony time since we have heard from you, .and a longer
still since you have had word of us, I fancy, and still we are 21l the
game, a little older possibly, and a little wiser? perhaps. 1 have been
talking of you of late a good deal, and the other day got ouwt your letlers
and read them to a lady staying with us, and it hds made me wish very much
for some more¢ of the same sort., OCun you write such lovely out of door
letters now, or has comtact with human nature teken off the natural
freshness of your soul, and made you more like other people? dJust like
anybody else you could never be, but I have always feared for you, when
the time came for you to go into the world. We see your name now

then, and read something of yours too, but California and nearly a

our friends seem to be a long way off, since our trip to Europe. Ilirs.

Day is the only ome who brings it near. We still talk of returning ong
of these days, and hope next winter will bring it about, but life is
uncertain, and we are not all as youny &s we used to be, particularl;

father, and we mustn't make plans too far ahead.

We came home from our two years wanderings, laost Scptember,
improved in heal th and mind, both boys grown men, with no thousht but for
business, and Louise a full fledged youny lady. You would not imow any
of us now, I think. ZPerhaps father and I have not changed so much, but
Harry is bald and wears side whiskers, ond Rob measurcs six feet and has
a sort of a moustache.

I do not hear of your book in all these days, have you civen it
to the publisher during our absence? Have you given up your home in
Yosemite? You will always belon: to "The Valley,” I thinke I cannot

think of one without the other,:'yet they tell me it is not now the same,
that stages run there, and it is no longer “out of the worlde” Alasl the
march of civilization has many drawbacks, at least for the few. TIwo years
of foreign life, has given me back my health, and I no longer look upon
life as a burden, but I nced one of your fresh breezy letiers just the
same, and do not be long in writing, or rather in tihe walting before you
rite. I write youw, you see, as if you were :i0t one bit changed since

the old times, and I do not Imow but you may have settled down to a fire-
side of yowr own, with wife and family. ¥Vhichever way it may be, I hope
life is real and happy for you, as it is for us. 4ll join in kindest
regards,

Yours sincerely,

anne W. Cheney

Original located at University of the Pacific Librar Atherton Special Collections
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