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Bitka Alaska
July I6th 1879
Dear Mrs Bidwell.

This is a charming portion of Gods lofeiy world,
such & wondrous composition of land and water- still glassy bays
and inlets islands and mountains. The voyage all the way up from
Viectoria is through the most wonderful aystem of ocean 1n1ets

straits reaches and channels imeginable. It was difficult to

realize that we were on salt water at all- we seemed to be sailing

on a deep winding river abounding in lovely mountain scenery,

snow and ice on the sdmmits dense forests from the snow liﬁe down
to the waters édge."ﬁumeraiale Cascades like silver ribbons -and
webs of lace pouring in through the woods on eithqr side the water
calm and glasly fenced out from the swell of the ocean. RN

The whole marvellous network of fiords along this Nofthen
Coast was eroded and fashioned by the ancient glaciers, and the
small waves‘thaﬁ plash their shores have not yet appreciable mjarked
the rocks. I had a delightful botenical ramble yesterday through 2.
forest and a bog. My o0ld favorites of Canada were found in blbom,
heathworta Linnea Cranberry huckleberries Sedum Pyolq,etc. The
forests are impenetrably dense, green and damp and mossy.
Cupressua)Menzies Spruce and Hemlock, one generation falling and
crumbling into humus, for the next to grow upon the_decayihg leavep‘
bougha and trdnks and mosses forming a ma§a<IO to I5 ft. deep.

I saw four trees growing astride one prostrate trunk.- such
mosses and ferna You and the General must come to this fine wild
Northland., How little it is known, I have but a moment to write and
you will excuse this hasty scribble. I will probally visit the

Stickine Glaciers and will be in Port Ti{g%nd in a month from
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this date.
Ever cordially yrs.
John Muir
Remember mé to your Sister and the General,

" The glac%’ﬁal phenomena are most eloquently telling.

fets feornloo-or fpasflaged, core 2Tt

Lyarrecred A )
i | Wa & [ S eveiel

Original located at The Bancroft Library, University of California at Berkeley



	Letter from John Muir to [Annie Kennedy] Bidwell, 1879 Jul 16.
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1576710363.pdf.XJ5jq

