
Calliope

Volume 48 Reciprocity Article 26

4-1-2017

He Gave Himself a Flower
Kathryn Harlan-Gran
University of the Pacific

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/calliope

Part of the Poetry Commons

This Poem is brought to you for free and open access by the College of the Pacific Journals at Scholarly Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Calliope by an authorized editor of Scholarly Commons. For more information, please contact mgibney@pacific.edu.

Recommended Citation
Harlan-Gran, Kathryn (2017) "He Gave Himself a Flower," Calliope: Vol. 48 , Article 26.
Available at: http://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/calliope/vol48/iss1/26

http://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/calliope?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fcalliope%2Fvol48%2Fiss1%2F26&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/calliope/vol48?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fcalliope%2Fvol48%2Fiss1%2F26&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/calliope/vol48/iss1/26?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fcalliope%2Fvol48%2Fiss1%2F26&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/calliope?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fcalliope%2Fvol48%2Fiss1%2F26&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fcalliope%2Fvol48%2Fiss1%2F26&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/calliope/vol48/iss1/26?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fcalliope%2Fvol48%2Fiss1%2F26&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mgibney@pacific.edu


69

Ink in skin,
10,000 tiny puncture wounds paid
so that he could carry his dead gay uncle around 
with him
like a memory in 
flesh.
Sunflower boy,
small face following the sun,
seeking through the clouds,
choosing to grow up in tough soil
This line says, “He 
loves me,”
and this curve says,
“He loves me not,” and
an arc for the 

traitorous ex-lovers who
scattered pieces of him across California like
flower petals. 
This line says that he wants to put down roots.
This one says that he is 
afraid.
Flower child with a gardener’s hands,
remember that your talent will always lie
in tracking the course of
the sun.

HE GAVE HIMSELF A FLOWER
KATHRYN HARLAN-GRAN

M
E
TA

LL
IC

 R
O

SE
 R

O
SS


	Calliope
	4-1-2017

	He Gave Himself a Flower
	Kathryn Harlan-Gran
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1506384726.pdf.FCrPK

