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Insurance

Insurance; benefits for alcohol and drug abuse treatment.

NEvV. REV. STAT. §§689A.047, 689B.037, 695B.195, 695C.175 (re-
pealed, §8458.—, 608.— (new);, §§287.010, 689A.030, 689A.046,
689B.030, 689B.036, 695B.180, 695B.194, 695C.170, 695C.174
(amended).

S.B. 166 (Raggio); 1983 STAT. Ch 621

Under prior law, certain insurers were required to make optional
coverage available for the treatment of alcohol and drug abuse.! Al-
though the Uniform Health Policy Provision Law? continues to require
that individual plans only provide optional coverage for the treatment
of alcohol and drug abuse,® Chapter 621 makes this coverage
mandatory for policies issued by (1) group insurers,* (2) medical service
. corporations,® (3) health maintenance plans,® and (4) employer pro-
vided insurance plans.’

Prior to the enactment of Chapter 621, requirements differed for al-
cohol and drug abuse treatment benefits.® Policies that provided inpa-
tient benefits were required to cover the cost of treatment in a hospital
for a period of not less than five days for alcohol abuse® and to provide
benefits for no more than ten days for drug abuse.'® Chapter 621 elimi-

1. 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §5, at 1176 (amending NEv. REv. STAT. §689A.030(9)); 4. c. 586,
§8, at 1178 (amending NEv. REV. STAT. §689B.030(5)-(6)); /7. c. 586, §11, at 1180 (amending NEev.
REV. STAT. §695.180(8)-(9)); #@. c. 586, §15, at 1182 (amending NEv. REV. STAT. §695C.170(5)-
(6)) (including insurers of individuals, group insurers, medical service corporations and health
meaintenance plans).

2. Nev. REv. STAT. §689A.010 (short title).

3. Compare id §689A.030(9) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §4, at 2035) with 1979 Nev.
Stat. c. 586, §5, at 1176 (amending NEv. REV. STAT. §689A.030).

4. Compare NEv. REv. STAT. §689B.030(5) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §6, at 2037)
with 1979 Nev. Stat. ¢. 586, §8, at 1178 (amending NEv. REV. STAT. §689B.030).

5. Compare NEV. REv. STAT. §689B.180(8) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §8, at 2039)
with 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §11, at 1180 (amending NEV. REv. STAT. §689B.180).

6. Compare NEv. REv. STAT. §695C.170(5) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §10, at
2041) with 1979 Nev. Stat. ¢. 586, §14, at 1182 (amending NEv. REvV. STAT. §695C.170).

7. 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §12.5, at 2044.

8. 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §4, at 1176 (enacting NEV. REv. STAT. §689A.046); /id. c. 586, §6,
at 1177 (amending NEvV. REv. STAT. §689A.047); id. c. 586, §7, at 1178, (enacting NEv. REV. STAT.
§689B.036); /d. c. 586, §9, at 1179 (amending NEv. REV. STAT. §689B.037); id. c. 586, §10, at 1179
(enacting NEv. REV. STAT. §695B.194); id. c. 586, §12, at 1181 (amending NEv. REv. STAT.
§695B.195); id. c. 586, §13, at 1181 (enacting NEV. REV. STAT. §695C.174), id. c. 586, §15, at 1183
(amending NEv. REv. STAT. §695C.175).

9. 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §4, at 1176 (amending NEv. REV. STAT. §689A.046(1)(a)); /4. c.
586, §7, at 1178 (amending NEV. REV. STAT. §689B.036(1)(a)); /7. c. 586, §10, at 1179 (amending
NEv. REv. Star. §689B.194(1)(a)); id. c. 586, §13, at 1181 (amending NEv. REV. STAT.
§695C.174(1)(a)).

10. 7d. c. 586, §6, at 1177 (amending NEvV. REV. STAT. §689A.047(1)); /4. c. 586, §9, at 1179
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nates this inconsistency by requiring policies to provide benefits for the
cost of treating withdrawal from the physiological effects of either
drugs or alcohol for a period not exceeding seven days.'!

In addition, under prior law, insurance policies that provided inpa-
tient benefits were required to cover the cost of treatment for either
alcohol or drug abuse in a health care facility for a minimum of thirty
days, with a maximum benefit of $1,000.!> Chapter 621 increases the
maximum benefit to $10,000 and removes the minimum time require-
ment."* Furthermore, prior law required that benefits for outpatient
treatment under major medical coverage include coverage for at least
fifty-two visits, with a maximum benefit of $800.'* Chapter 621 in-
creases the required maximum benefit to $1,500 per year and removes
the minimum visit requirement.'*

(amending NEvV. REv. STAT. §689B.037(1)); id. c. 586, §12, at 1181 (amending NEv. REvV. STAT.
§695B.195(1)); /d. c. 586, §15, at 1183 (amending NEv. REV. STAT. §695C.175(1)).

11. NEv. REv. STAT. §689A.046(1)(a) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §5, at 2036); /4.
§689B.036(1)(a) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §7, at 2038); /7. §695B.194(1)(a) (amended by
1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §9, at 2040); /4. §695C.174(1)(a) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §11, at
2042); 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §12.5(1)(a), at 2044.

12. 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §4, at 1176 (enacting NEv. REV. STAT. §689A.046(1)(b)); id. c. 586,
§6, at 1177 (amending NEv. REV. STAT. §689A.047(2)); /d. c. 586, §7, at 1178 (enacting NEV. REV.
STAT. §689B.036(1)(b)); /4. c. 586, §9, at 1179 (amending NEv. REv. STAT. §689B.037(2)); /. c.
586, §10, at 1179 (enacting NEv. REV. STAT. §695B.194(1)(b)); id. c. 586, §12, at 1181 (amending
NEV. REV. STAT. 695B.195(2)); /4. c. 586, §13, at 1181 (enacting NEv. REV. STAT.§695C.174(1)(b));
id. c. 586, §15, at 1183 (amending NEv. REv. STAT. §695C.175(2)).

13. Compare NEev. REv. STAT. §689A.046(1)(b) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §5, at
2037) with 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §4, at 1176 (enacting NEv. REv. STAT. §689A.046(1)(b)) and
1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §6, at 1177 (amending NEV. REV. STAT. §689A.047(2)); NEv. REv. STAT.
689B.036(1)(b) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §7, at 2038) wirs 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §7, at
1178 (enacting NEv. REV. STAT. §689B.036(1)(b)) and 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §9, at 1179 (amend-
ing Nev. REv. STAT. §689B.037(2)); NEv. REV. STAT. §695B.194(1)(b)(amended by 1983 Nev.
Stat. ¢. 621, §9, at 2040) with 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §10, at 1179 (enacting NEv. REV. STAT.
§695B.194(1)(b)) and 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §12, at 1181 (amending NEv. REv. STAT.
§695B.195(2)); NEv. Rev. STAT. §695C.174(1)(b) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §11, at 2042)
with 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §13, at 1181 (enacting NEv. REv. STAT. §695C.174(1)(b)) and 1979
Nev. Stat. c. 586, §15, at 1183 (amending NEv. Rev. STAT. §695C.175(2)); 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621,
§12.5(1)(b), at 2044.

14. 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §4, at 1176 (enacting Nev. REV. STAT. §689A.046(1)(c)); id. c. 586,
§6, at 1177 (amending NEv. REV. STAT. §689A.047(3)); id. c. 586, §7, at 1178 (enacting NEV. REV.
STAT. §689B.036(1)(c)); id. c. 586, §9, at 1179 (amending Nev. Rev. StaT. §689B.037(3)); id. c.
586, §10, at 1179 (enacting NEV. REV. STAT. §695B.194(1)(c)); id. c. 586, §12, at 1181 (amending
Nev. REev. STAT. §695B.195(3)); id. c. 586, §13, at 1181 (enacting NEv. REv. STAT.
§695C.174(1)(c)); id. c. 586, §15, at 1183 (amending NEv. REv. STAT. §695C.175(3)).

15. See 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §12.5(1)(c), at 2044. Compare NEvV. REV. STAT.
§689A.046(1)(c) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §5, at 2036) with 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §4, at
1176 (enacting Nev. REv. STAT. §689A.046(1)(c)) and 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §6, at 1177 (amend-
ing NEv. REv. STAT. §689A.047(3)); NEV. REV. STAT. §689B.036(1)(c)(amended by 1983 Nev.
Stat. c¢. 621, §7, at 2038) with 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §7, at 1178 (enacting NEv. REv. STAT.
§689B.036(1)(c)) and 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §9, at 1179 (amending NEv. REV. STAT.
§689B.037(3)); NEvV. REV. STAT. §695B.194(1)(c)(amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §9, at 2040)
with 1979 Nev. Stat. ¢. 586, §10, at 1179 (enacting NEv. REv. STAT. §695B.194(1)(c)) and 1979
Nev. Stat. c. 586, §12, at 1181 (amending Nev. REv. STAT. §695B.195(3)); NEV. REV. STAT.
§695C.174(1)(c) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §11, at 2042) wizk 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §13,
at 1181 (enacting NEv. REV. STAT. §695C.174(1)(c)) and 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §15, at 1183
(amending NEv. REv. STAT. §695C.175(3)); 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §12.5(1)(c), at 2044.
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Insurance

Although prior law required annual benefits for drug abuse treat-
ment,'® the benefits for alcohol abuse treatment were limited to two
courses of treatment during the insured’s lifetime.!”” Under Chapter
621, coverage will be based on annual benefits for both alcohol and
drug abuse treatment'® but will be limited to three courses of treatment
during the insured’s lifetime.'” Furthermore, an insured is entitled to
benefits only if treatment is received in either a certified facility for the
treatment of alcohol or drug abuse,?® or a licensed hospital or health
care facility.?! Finally, Chapter 621 establishes an advisory committee
on insurance for the treatment of alcoholism and drug abuse.??

16. 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §6, at 1177 (amending NEv. REV. STAT. §689A.047); id. c. 586, §9,
at 1179 (amending NEv. REv. STAT.§689B.037); /d. c. 586, §12, at 1181 (amending NEv. REv.
STAT. §695B.195); id. c. 586, §15, at 1183 (amending NEv. REV. STAT. §695C.175).

17. 1979 Nev. Stat. c. 586, §4, at 1176 (amending NEv. REV. STAT. §689A.046(2)); id. c. 586,
§7, at 1178 (amending NEv. REvV. STAT. §689B.036(2)); id. c. 586, §10, at 1179 (amending NEv.
REvV. STAT. §689B.194(2)); /id. c. 586, §13, at 1181 (amending Nev. REvV. STAT. §695C.174(2)).

18. NEv. REv. STAT. §689A.046(1)(a) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §5, at 2036); /7.
§689B.036(1)(a) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §7, at 2038); id. §695B.194(1)(a) (amended by
1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §9, at 2040); j4. §695C.174(1)(a) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §11, at
2042); 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §12.5(1), at 2044.

19. Nev. Rev. STaT. §689A.046(2) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §5, at 2036); id.
§689B.036(2) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §7, at 2038); id. §695B.194(2) (amended by 1983
Nev. Stat. c. 621, §9, at 2040); id. §695C.174(2) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §11, at 2042);
1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §12.5(2), at 2044.

20. NEv. REvV. STAT. §689A.046(4)(a) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §5, at 2036); id.
§689B.036(4)(a) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §7, at 2038); id. §695B.194(4)(a) (amended by
1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §9, at 2040); id. §695C.174(4)(a) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §11, at
2042); 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §12.5(4)(a), at 2044.

21. NEv. REv. STAT. §689A.046(4)(b) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §5, at 2036); id.
§689B.036(4)(b) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §7, at 2038); jd. §695B.194(4)(b) (amended by
1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §9, at 2040); id. §695C.174(4)(b) (amended by 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §11, at
2042); 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §12.5(4)(b), at 2034.

22. 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §2, at 2034. Pursuant to Chapter 621 the Governor must appoint
thirteen members representing various areas of the insurance industry, government, and business.
/d. The committee’s responsibilities include (1) reviewing the insurance law relating to coverage
for the cost of treatment for alcohol and drug abuse, (2) reviewing the structure and use of bene-
fits and methods for containing costs, (3) suggesting ways to encourage employers to create pro-
grams to identify employees needing treatment, (4) reviewing and developing procedures for
certifying personnel, accrediting programs, and licensing facilities, and (5) preparing annual rec-
ommendations for the legislature and Governor. 1983 Nev. Stat. c. 621, §3, at 2035.

Insurance; assignment of benefits

NEvV. REV. STAT. §689A.— (new); §§689B.040, 689B.100 (amended).
AB 399 (Bourne); 1983 StaT. Ch 364

Existing law provides that the insurer under a blanket,’ group,” or

1. NEv. REvV. STAT. §689B.070 (definition of blanket health insurance).
2. Id. §689B.020 (definition of group health insurance).
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