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b OFF!CE
- CENTRAL PAciFic RaiLroap Co.

LAND DEPARTMENT.

FOURTH AND TOWNSEND STREETS. g 3

Robert Underwood Johnson Esq.
Care. of the Century Magazi.ne,
New York , N.Y.
My Dear Mr Johnson:-
I lave before me your eéteemed favor of

Dece Tthe,and in return I thank you very sincerely for the cour-

} AY

teous marmmer in w!.‘-d.f:h my fri‘end Steffens was rec eived by you and
for ti'-fri—.‘ very efficient service yon rendered nhim in gecuring a
foot-hold in journalisme I believe in my voung friend, He comes
of stock that has been successful, His father is one ol tie
wéalthiest men. in Northern Ca li."for-nia,b’ut young Steffens is de-
termined to have a career of his owne, He is exceedingly grateful

to you for the kindness you hzave shown him,a gratitude which is

‘,nPt exceeded by my owns
'. -
.J

Concerning Yosemite aflairs. I was a member of tlie Board
<2

of Yosemite Commissioners for nine years,and I perceived [rom the

first that as a rule the Board would be conmoéed of party rolitic=

ians who had performed party service,or placed the- Executive

making the appointment under obligation ; and that” just as s;)on as
he toék his seat in the Board,he began to find ont wh ﬁt he counld
do for his friends. But this is not the greatest evil attending
the managemeht ol t"ne Valleye. ‘The t rouble ‘is that the‘Valley §a
as ‘mu.eh the private property o_i'the Yosemite Stage and Turn Pike

]

Qompaay as if it had becn'gl'af'ted_'ﬁy tiie Congress of tie .United
Lo o o POV o L

Le % ’
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‘2
States .to that <mrpofatioﬁt It costs too much to go to'Yosendte;
In a straight line,it is not over 100 miles from San Ffanciécd,
and yet-I have never known any one .ta go in and come. out,unless
tney had some faﬁors iﬁ the way ol free transportation,for less
thén $110ﬂ,1f they stayed‘in the Valley two or three days and dia
the sighté geherally. So when a ééntleman,accnmpanied by hié wife
and three members of his family,are found at the Palace ‘Hotel,
desirous of.maklng thg trip to the Valley,they are told that
t he faﬁe for therround trip is" $45. or $50; . ihaf is not sovery

formidable,mt if they find any one candid enough"fo tell them the

truth,they are told that it‘will\cost stheir party of five ‘at

least $600. to make the irip,and it will every times The people
hold ing privileges in the Valley are constantly canplaining that
the season is short and that.they do not have much to doe If
thiings werelcneapep they would have a great deal more to do,and a
lower rate’of charges would yield more profit all roundes

I.anxjust as familiar with thié sﬁbjecf as any oné,and I am
dispogéd to be dﬁgmatic on the proposition that the Yosgmite Valley
will never amwount to énything it 11 the cost of trinsﬁortation
to and from the'Valley,the cost of eﬁtertainment;and services in
the Valley generally,are made less.

As an énthusiastic admirer 6f the Vélley,llfrequently télk of
its beauties and wonders in social liﬁf,and Iind that.scarcgly

any of my associates have ever seen the Valley., Inqguiry reveals

Ot ¥ 25
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~‘the faet that it costs too muchs

The proposition to recede the Valley to the Government of
the United States and put it 'mder Government control is one upon
.which I héve not now an 6p inione | The suweess of Yé]:lowstone
Park mana.gemént is certa inl:;r a very stroné_'argumnt in favor of
t he propﬁs 1t:lon.. I will give the matter you suggest some thuught-‘

ful consideration,and with your very kind perm:lssion commnicate

with you ‘mgaine

, Again thanking you for your courteous treatment of my i'riend

S-teff»ens,I rema in,with high respect and esteem,

. Yours very truly,
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