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Dearest Irene: 

cfNTRAL UTAH PRojECT 
TOPAZ, UTAH 

October 7, 1943 

Thank you very much for t he lovely lAtter you sent me, 
Irene . I was waiting so impatientlv to h Par from you. You ~ 
can't imagine how I was waiting for' it. It's so good to 
h ear from an old friend . It meQns a lot to me. ThankA agai~. 

Thanks, too, for seeing me off. Gosh, it just broke 
my heart to see Tulelake and you and all my friends there. 
And. wh en the train started to move, I wanted to get off an0. 
go back. Gee, I hated to leave there. I cried for a long , 
long time after Tulel~ke disappeared into the distance . 
I hope, we can mPet again, someday. 

I was so homesick the couple of day~ ~I ! was here. I Just 
cried and swore (don ' t be so shocked, Irene, dear. You know 
me.) I did a lot of crying on account of segregation, Irene. 
~t's ao~ething I shall never forget. Gee , Irene . Anyway, I 
didn't care for the camp, I still don ' t. Give me Tulelake 
e.nytime. I'm getting used to the camp hov.,, so it isn 't so 
bad, but still ...... California is my home . 

The camp is a lot better and clean€-'r than Tulelake . I 
admit that. People here are awfully polite. Too polite . 
Goodness, but I have to watch my manners all the time. And 
you know , v•ha t kind of a manner I have . Anyway, the camp 
isn't as be.d B.S I thou ght it wi.:ts going to be . 

We had a counle of those famous Topaz dust-storms , al­
ready. Th~y were terrific ones . Couldn't se e anything out­
side . Bu t they tell me those were only tiny ones compared to 
the ones we are going tollfiave pretty soon . Goodn<->ss me . 

You know , one thing, though , it's easy t o wash your 
hair here. The water is soft and soaps Just suds and suds . 
Feels good. So, dust-storms can come galore . 

At first, the water t~sted funny, but now, it's okayo 
Guess if you get used to anything , it isn't so bad,So, event­
ually I'll like this camp, I hope . 

Noth:1 ng golng on around here, whF.1.t a a eR.d place. Except 
for movies, I have not hing to do . But so mehow, I'm pressea 
for time . This Saturday and Sunday , there's going to be a 
baseball game between the Tule and Topaz all-stars . So,----­
it's something, anyway. 

Tuesday morning, I went to shopping in Del ta. Del ta 
1s a little town about 16 mil e s from t h is place . It isn't 
too good of a town . ThP shopping district is a block long 



and not very many stores. But it was good to walk on real 
sidewe_lks again. To see neon signs once mo:r e~ to window shop, 
to wa lk aroun d in civilization again . Mr . Murray , our boss, 
t ook us out to Delta for dinner and show on Tu , sday night . 
Golly, what a good timA we 13- ll hR.d . Real sirl ~in steak , gol ly ~ 
Food in camp is sure a slop after that . Went uo ,a , real movieJ 
And sat on r eal hones t- t ,o-goodness cha irs. My , my- . I'll ' , 
never forg e t it. Hope to go out again, after all , when yoµ 
get a taste of anything, you want more . That's me . Sure wish 
you were here so WP can go to Delta together . Iren e , bet 
we 'll have lots of ~un, neh? 

Gosh, this place i~ surft dusty. Thos e famous Topaz dust­
storms we rAn I t only rumors . It really blows and blows over 
here . Dust -bowl is right . Can't Bee a thing outside . It's 
terrific , no fooling. 

Ha ven' t seen y our brother or sister as ye t. Whe re do they 
stay1 I bet a long way s from our place . - We, live in the other 
end ( from . the front ) again. On e thingi though , I'm not living 
next tot he Suer house as we did in Tu elake . It I s on the 
other end of the ca mp . Good thing , too. I had just about 
enough of it . 

Am working at Finance section . Payroll aga in. I like 
it very very muc~ . Lots of work but I love it. It ' s about 
the only place around here that f like. Quite a few Tul eans 
work here ·so I'm not t oo lonesome. Tak Hitomi works in 
the ne xt room. Sadako Hori and Haru Miyahara in the same room. 
Akiko Koyama works at the p~y station . Sa rne dfvlsion, bu t 
riot same pl ace . Saw her yesterday . 

Miss everybody like the dickens . Ah ... gee ... I' m so home­
sick. Irene, hurry and come to Topa~ , neh? I'm lonesome for 
a good companion. I sure miss you, Irene . I mean it. 

I'll always r emember you on that morning. My last day 
in Tulelake . Thanks for coming to see me off, so early in 
the morning , too . And for coming out t o the gate . Ge e , I rene, 
you don 't know how much I appreciate i t . I' ll never never 
forget. I hope someday we can meet again . Do try to come 
here, neh, Irene . It I s really not a bad place , even t hough , 
! don't care for it. My opinion isn't worth a penny , so don ' t 
mind me. Come out here , neh? I'll be wa iting . 

I 
I'll say "bye for awh~le" until I h Aar from you. 

Remember I'm thinking of you ...... . 

Al ways ... . . 



; I, 
I I'.) 

J 
l.a'3'lf .no h f p,w o.t 1)00::g epw .t l :tuEI . as'loja 'l{;fl.nITT V,'l9V Joll frn.s 

, qoria wonnl o :t ; fl'IO!: eono arrsla nosn efla oT . I1l.s~1.s a1!Irwrnble 

J 
,r>aocf '.'.!UO , ,14n u.r .·1-11 .nl A·.gn nolJ.B:slllvlo n.t hnuo·:rB 1Urw oJ 

/ _l rf. j 1¾· {J{1 \; r fie u'l, •HQ ·~1 o r1a bn.n "!enn.U) '101 .r1J' ieQ oJ Juo au Aoo J 
• 'l[lO"r½ t.1f Bcij8 :£: i 'l.LB __ lr;e.FI . o.srf Il.- flW 9ffi lJ boo-s f', JBNW , v;iioD 

-~}von1 iJ,e'l~\o,,t jnov'i . j,RfiJ ·rn.t't) qo.u~ B e·nrn al qmeo n1 f.>~o'il 
\ f F. ~1I • rr (·X--'1 • a'll.rrio aaer1boo-g-oJ-J"asI10.ri l.s •"J 'l no j ea bnA 
~ 40 , 'i-r.eriw t i i 1 'le:t 't. , n.tr,-~.F3 J'uo 021 o:t sqoH . Jl ;t9• '101 'Xsven 

~al~ ~'l uB . a J a! :ts T . e'lom :tnsw UO'l , ~nl.ri:tv;nR lo eJaR:t s Je~ 
jed ,An. 4! 1•· . eriJs~o:t sJlea oJ' o~ n~o 9W oa O'led B'lBW uo y; 

·"""-~.,,,,,,,.,.,,., ... ,,. ... ,,, f den t m.rl 1 o a j ol 'JV .13.ri ii' <:JV-: 
.. ,~ - ·.,. r- .~').:_;, . 

-j'a uh s Bqo'l' f.HJO'm•~:,i '3 ROrfT • '(';Jaub 9'lUB 81 eo.siq elrU , I .rieoD 
'levo awold brr.B r-iwold y;Il .se·:r • I . a'"!ornu'! 'lino j I ne"f'~W am'!oJa 

s 'JI . sblc uo snl.rfj s sse J ' nsD . jr~i'! el i wod-;ta ua . s'!e.ri 
. s n1loo1 on to111'!'lej 

'l{;erlJ ob B'"!0rlW .S av, 8B '!SJaln '10 '!Br.f.JO'Id '!uo i nese J 1nevaH 
'!erf;jo sr.f.j nl evl.f\9V, . sonJ:0 'lU O rrro'l'l: a 1r,Bw 13 n oI ~ Jed I ~v,r,;ta 
:gnlv .ti ;1'on m' I t .riguo11J l~rr.td;t ertO . rtl.S:SB ( jno'I'l: 9.rf;j mo'Il ) one 

erij no c: 1JI , ex.His uT nl blb O\" H.s 9r,uo1i '1:eu8 e•iJoj ;j xnn 
;tuode, JauL h.s.rf I .ooJ cBrtlr.fJ .boo'' . OIT'HO eiiJ 1o bne 'leii:to 

.J.t 1o .ri~uon~ 

e~li I . nln1B llO'I'lSq ,no l;toee sons n11 Js ~ nli'IOW mA 
Juods e 1 jI . Jl avo l I Jud i'low 1o e;toJ . ~oum Y,'lev Y.'lBV J.t 
anssiuT we1 A a:tl0Q . eill ± J sd;t e'Ied bnuo'Is sosiq '(';lno s.riS 

rll B>h:ow ·mo;J".tH 2f.n'r . smoa9110I ooJ ,J'on m1 I o~t e"1.0J:i A.'10/.J 
. moor:r 901.P,a er.f.j n1 .G'I ,.riHv;1M ur:r H bn.s l'loH o.xsfrn8 .moor:r Jx <;; n e.d;t 

:tud cnolalvfb sm 0 8 .nol;tRJB 1(;Rq 9r.f.j' ;i s Bi'!OW smBl oX oil~A 
• 'l.P.f:lcre:ta '-)'l '!'3r.f. WB8 , • soslq sm.sa Jon 

-smorl OB m1I ... 93~ • •• rlA . en9~0l b edJ sill y;bodv;'!sve ae1M 
'lo1 emoeenoI m1I frisn , ~sqoT oj' emoo bns 'l'l 'lJJri t s ne'lI . lo.ta 

.;t l n.sem I , 8rte':rI tuo-v; aalm er:rua I . nolrrBq:1100 boos fl 

v..sb jB.sl v!\1.1 •21 n.t.rnonf tBri J no uo'l 'Iedm~rnrn'l ov.nwl.s l.[ 'I 
nl Y, I'! ~B oe ,11o sm 992 oj 8nlmoc 'l0l alfnsdT . sia!aiuT nl 

t sns~I t ssD . eJn~ adJ oJ j'uo ~nlmoo r:ro1 bnA .00;1 t 8rtln'l om JdJ 
'lsvsn 'lAVen Il'I . Jl aJ ·loe'lqqs I rtoum wod woni t 1 nob uov. 
amoo oj yr:rj oa . nls~.s ;tam nan 9, ~sbsmoa eqo.ri I .i s~'lo1 

t !i;3uo.ri J rt'3V8 t Ao.Blq bgd R jon v;ilH9'1 a ' ;tI . sne'1I t rien , 9'19.rI 

J 1nob oe t 'lnnAq n dJr:row ;t 1ne1 nolnlqo v.~ .;11 '101 9'!flO J ' no~ f 
. :gnJJ.t 'YT ed .I1 1I f.rien , e'!ed Juo.~moD . em bnlm 

j 

. uo'l mu"l:1: '!B ri I .[J:jrUJ 11 eiLt.riw r:ro't ':3'ld 11 -y;na ll 'I 

•..•••• uo v 10 -s n.t 1f n .t r!.J m 1 I r:r eom ~l/119.fi 

• .•• • 8'(./'.\NIA 


	"Lily," TOPAZ Relocation Center to "Irene" (10-7-43) [2 l.; descr. TOPAZ in detail]
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1695071896.pdf.Kh7Se

