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Yongue was confum’d, except its invefting membrane,
which was likewife of a biackith colour, and wafting
away. The integuments and mufcles of the face,
from the middle of the for:head to the chin, were
become black, and crumbling into duft. The pu-
denda were quite reduced to their membranes, which
were alfo become black, and mouldering away. The
nails were grown about the third part of an inch be~
yond the fingers and toes, and excepting a little al-
teration in colour, in every refpect in a natural flate,

I thall now reftrain my pen from being any fur-
ther tedious, and hope what I have communicated
will be acceptable to you.

Afhburton, Sept. 18. Your moft obedient fervant,

1751
Nicholas Tripe.

XXXVIIL.  Extrat of a Letter from Pro-
feffor Euler, of Berlin, 0 zhe Rev. M.
Calpar Wetltein, Chaplain to Her Royal
Higbnefs the Princefs Dowager of Wales,

SIR,
Read O&. 24. OU have heard, without- doubt, that
751 that the Academy at St. Petersburg

have fixed a prize of one hundred ducats, which they
will give every year to him, who fhall give the beft
an{wer to the queftion, that fhall be propofed ; and
for the firft time they have propofed this queftion :

‘“ Whether

*
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« Whether the theory of Sir Ifaac Newton is fuf-
¢ cient to e}{piain all the irreguiarities which
¢“ are found in the motion of the moon?

This quettion is of the laft imporrance; and I muft
own, that, till now, I always believed, that this
theory did not agree with the motion of the apogee
of the moon. Mr. Clairaut was of the fame opinion;
but he has publicly retracted it, by declaring, that
the motion of the apogee is not contrary to the New-
tonian theory. Upon this occafion I have renew’d
my inquirics on this affair; and, after moft tedious
calculations, I have at length found to my farf-
faction, that Mr. Clairaut was in the right, and that
this themy is intirely fufficient to explain the motion
of the apogee of the moon. As this inquiry is of the
oreateft difficulty, and as thofe, who hitherto pretended
to have proved this nice agreement of the theory with
the truth, have been much deceived, it is to Mr. Clai-
raut that we are obliged for this important difcovery,
which gives quite a new luftre to the theory of the
great Newton : and it is but now, that we can expect
good aftronomical tables of the moon.

XXXIX.
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