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THE NEW RAYMOND COLLEGE CURRICULUM 

Beginning fal l  term,  1971,  Raymond wil l  in t roduce a  new curr iculum which 

we bel ieve to  be both exci t ing and innovat ive.  This  course of  s tudy wil l  maintain 

Raymond's  commitment  to  broad l iberal  ar ts  s tudies  while  a t  the same t ime pro

viding maximum opportuni ty  for  s tudents  to  select  courses  which wil l  enable  them 

to pursue independent  l ines  of  creat ive development .  

In  order  to  ensure the opt imum effect iveness  of  th is  new program we have 

adopted a  "3-1-3" calendar  which wil l  consis t  of  a  fa l l  semester  and a  spr ing semes

ter  during which three courses  wil l  be considered a  normal  load.  In  addi t ion,  

there  wil l  be  a  January inter im term of one month during which s tudents  wil l  take 

one course,  an independent  s tudy or  seminar .  This  new calendar  wil l  faci l i ta te  

inter locking programs between Raymond,  Cal l ison and College of  the  Pacif ic ,  

where pre-professional  special izat ion can be obtained,  and wil l  a lso permit  s tu

dents  to  take par t  in  open inter im programs given by numerous other  univers i t ies  

which now feature  a  s imilar  inter im term.  

Graduat ion requirements  wil l  now consis t  of  successful  complet ion of  21 

courses  and the approval  of  the  facul ty .  I t  i s  expected that  many s tudents  wil l  com

plete  their  s tudies  for  the Bachelor  of  Arts  degree in  three years .  I t  i s  the view 

of  this  col lege that  intensive s tudy in  an environment  which s t imulates  intel lectual  

work and creat ive act ivi ty  wil l  a l low students  to  accomplish in  three years  what  is  

usual ly  done in  four  under  less  propi t ious c i rcumstances.  We fur ther  recognize,  

however ,  the addi t ional  responsibi l i ty  this  places  upon the s tudent  to  be self-

motivat ing and consider  this  a  pr ime value of  the  col lege.  



The freshman program at  Raymond is  unique.  Freshman who desire  i t  may 

do al l  their  work in  a  novel  area of  the  curr iculum. This  program, Explorat ion 

and Inquiry,  or ,  as  we cal l  i t  less  formally,  s tudy in  the "embryo,"  proceeds on 

the assumption that  introductory col lege work must  c losely paral le l  the s tudent  s  

general  emotional  and intel lectual  development ,  in  short ,  the growth of  his  iden

t i ty .  Consequent ly ,  s tudents  doing this  course wil l  have the opportuni ty  to  par

t ic ipate  with facul ty  in  the formation of  a  large number of  smal l  s tudy t  groups to  

invest igate  var ious topics  dictated only by mutual  interests .  Students  wil l  aff i l i 

a te  with any number of  groups,  with the understanding that  aff i l ia t ion wil l  entai l  

cer ta in  responsibi l i t ies ,  reading,  discussion,  the presentat ion of  creat ive work,  

and so for th .  The program wil l  be  open ended in  this  sense.  After  the f i rs t  week,  

however ,  regular ly  scheduled hours  wil l  be kept  by each group.  The length of  t ime 

each group maintains  i ts  exis tence wil l  depend upon i ts  value and how far  i ts  work 

leads.  Some wil l  las t  the durat ion of  the  term,  others  only a  few weeks.  In  this  

s tudy emphasis  wil l  be upon the pursui t  of  those interests  the s tudent  br ings with 

him to the col lege.  He wil l  keep a  portfol io  of  a l l  his  work wri t ing,  ar t  objects ,  

journals ,  exercises ,  whatever ,  a n d  w i l l  engage in  per iodic  self-evaluat ion.  The 

determinat ion of  the  course weight  of  h is  achievement ,  to  the maximum of three 

courses  per  term,  wil l  be made by himself  and be subject  to  scrut iny by a  commit tee  

of  facul ty  and s tudents  working in  the f reshman program. Students  may take up 

to  a  year  in  this  program under  some circumstances.  As seniors ,  they wil l  have 

the opportuni ty  to  conduct  group inquir ies  themselves ,  instruct ing younger  s tudents  

in  the Freshman program for  independent  s tudy credi t .  

The second s tep in  the curr iculum wil l  be  the Area courses .  Freshman who 

want  to ,  may go a t  once into these courses ,  omit t ing the Explorat ion and Inquiry 



program. These courses wil l  be given in four areas;  Environment,  Society and 

Community,  Arts  and Media,  and Human Development and the Self .  In many 

cases they wil l  involve considerat ion of the subject  matter  of group inquir ies  made 

earl ier ,  now in a  more formal and structured fashion.  In other  instances they 

might  involve a  method or  technique,  in mathematics,  economics,  technical  sub

jects  in the natural  and social  sciences,  or  in the ar ts .  The orientat ion to subject  

matter  wil l  in part  determine under which area a course or  subject  wil l  be taught .  

All  area courses wil l  be at  least  somewhat interdiscipl inary and many wil l  be 

team taught  by professors from different  discipl ines.  Of the total  of  21 courses 

required for  graduation,  12 shal l  be area courses.  The area courses offered each 

term wil l  probably differ;  courses which prove part icularly useful  and popular  wil l  

be repeated.  Students  may take more than 12 area courses;  they wil l  be encouraged 

to choose them on the basis  of two cri ter ia;  They should take courses which al low 

them to pursue continuing interests  and they should take a  distr ibution of courses 

which wil l  acquaint  them with a  broad spectrum of knowledge.  In al l  cases students  

wil l  be urged to integrate their  s tudy as closely as  possible.  There wil l  be no 

single course required 

For students  who take the minimum of 12 area courses,  or  some total  less  

than 21,  the balance wil l  be made up of independent  s tudies,  seminars,  and intern

ships.  Three of these courses wil l  be taken in the January interim term. Here,  

the student  wil l  be encouraged to take part  in independent  s tudies,  special  projects ,  

t ravel  courses,  and a host  of  other  possibi l i t ies .  

Internship programs are a special  offering of Raymond College.  These are 

designed to take the students  into a  variety of work-study si tuat ions off  the campus 

which wil l  serve as a  bridge from the college community to the larger  society.  



n  the coming year,  we wil l  have students  placed in such organizat ions as  the 

United States Congress,  the nat ional  poli t ical  party headquarters ,  the model  ci t ies  

program, and the s tate legislature.  One pre-medical  s tudent  wil l  be in a  program 

in a  large New York hospital .  

We believe that  Raymond's  new curriculum wil l  serve the needs of contem

porary students  in a  way that  wil l  effect ively recognize both individual  differences 

and common needs.  I ts  possibi l i t ies  are vir tual ly unlimited for  the creat ive student ,  

and for  those who desire a  more prescript ive and structured course of s tudy such 

wil l  be available.  
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