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_Supplement Newell, California

OKAMOTO DIES FROM GUNSHOT
WOUND INFUCTED BY SENTRY

RETURNRING WORKER SHOT AT MAIN GATE
Shoiehi Jemes Okamoto, 30, of 3002~/ died at the base nospital early \this

morning as & result of a gunshot wound, He had been shot by - military police

gsentry at the old main entrance to the project.

, Liéufehant Colonel Verne Austin ordered the sentry placed under arrest and
appointed a Board of Investigation. These steps were taken by the military
whi 'are sclely responsible for the investigatien of the facts in the case.

The vietim of the shooting was employed in the construction gsection and
had been driving a truek,. He drove out through this gate to get lumber which
was to be delivered to the eonstruction job, and vas returning to the center
at the time. On the truck with him was one vorker, a witness to the shooting,
and others were near vho have cooperated vith the police in giving full state=
ments of the circumstances,

BEST'S STATCMENT

\Mir, Best made a statement this morning vhieh was read at all of the mess
h-"ls in the center, The statement follows:

"I pecret very much that one of the center residents vas shot yesterday
afternoon by & military poli;a sentry and that he died at the center hospital
early this morning, Everything was done by the medieal staff at the hospital
to save his life and a great many people stood ready to give their blood.

Investigation is being conducted by the military and proper disciplinary
action will follovi. The VRA was in no way responsible for the shooting, and
I vant you all to know that we regret that it happened. No further statement
can be made at this time pending the investigation by the board, but as soon
as faets are aveilable they will be iven to the residents in full detail."

't the same time Iir, Best expressed sympathy to the berenrved members of

(oont'd on next vaze)
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THOOTING OCCURS AT 2:20PM.

(cont'd from front page)
the family ané offered to make available to them any facilities of the \RA.

The shooting happened at aporoximately 2:20 p,m. on Vednesday, accogding

te the official reports at the Internal Security office. (s soon.as the first

report ves received an unbulqnce wag ordered to the scene and Lr. Okamoto re-~
moved to the center hospital. ILvery effort vas made to save his 11fe, and no
one vas permitted to question ninm about the circumstences because of the danger
of sapping his strength; i

Tvo blood trunsfusi§ns were negessary before the operation could be per-~
formed. The operation was done by Dr. G. Hashiba, who was assisted bf Dr. Jack
Sleath, chief medical officer of the WVRA. Captdin Edwards of the military

medical staff was also present as were two other evacuee doctors at the hos=

BROTHER iHvKS UN%‘AS&B IN\I[\T!&A"ON ’
JUSTECE:NO UNDUE DISE URBANCE IN CENTER

The Tistim of the shooting is survived by his grief-stricken mothor, ,

pital.

Sekiyo, an older brother, Koichi, and two younger brothers and two sisters who
were at his bedside at the time of death shortly after midnight at 12:10 a.m.
Another brother and sister are gtill in the Heart ilountain center and a sister
i@ in the Gila center.

The older brother stated that he wanted a complete and unbiased ipueesii-
gation of the circumstances surrounding the shooting and full justice meted,
although he hoped that there would be no undue disturbance within the center

over the affair.

41l staff members wish to extend their
deepest sympathy to the bereaved family

of Shoichi Okamoto.
-=)E\ELL STAR
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