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I -~~~~-

, Willi~m ~eman Opland 
(1) 

August 24, 1945 
, I 

/J • .Personal Narrative Report 
t ' 

GUYW. COOK 
NIST'! COLLECTION , 

My assignment with the W.R.A. has been in the department or 
l, 1h e' ~1ty of The Paciff.e 

education, 

and my work has been divided between the teaching of, General Mathema­

tics, Algebra and geometry. 

General .Mathematics: It has been. my aim in this course to teach the kind 

of mathematics that wo11ld .pe· more likely. applied in every-day life. 

Hence I tried to select topics which are socially useful, which are inter-

esting and could be understood by the students. This work was based chief­

ly on three fields, arithmetic, algebra and some geometry. In present­

ing this course I trmed to keep in mind the four main objectives: The ma-

terial must be· socially usef'ul,(b) The explana:tion must be simple and 

direct,(c) Appeal must be made to the pupil's interest, (d) Take advantage 

of opportunities which will bring forth student expression and student 

activity. 

The time element was. divided betw-een teaching the mechanics involved and 

the practical application .• As little time as possibble was all oted to the 

mechanics of the course while consid~rable time and stress was given to 
\ 

practical application. The text book used in this course was· , Mathematics 

for Everyday life, by Mallory. Supplementary subjective matter used; 

Plane Geometry, Wells and Hart; Examples in Algebra by Wheeler; Mathema­

tics for the Grades, California State Series; Practical Arithmetic by Van 

Tuyl; Arithmetic for Business, by Ervin. 

Contents of Course: (a) Formula forming and application (b)Negative and 

positive· numbers,(c) Percentage; int-erest aliquot parts and percentage, 

(d) Graphs, (Ji) circular~ bar., and line. (e) Practical measurement and 

geometry, (f) square root, (g) cube root (h) ratio and proportion (i) 

mathematics of the home (j) mathematics of the community, (k) similar 

t-r.iangles -a."td the· right t't'ie.ngle , (1) fundamentals taught from an alge­

braijc view point (m) the x s~lution or equations . (n) some simple factor­

ing (o) Considerable applied written problems. 
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The results from my work in. teaehmg .. gen-e-ral . mathe.ma.ties , I feel that I 

have reasond to believe ,that they have been· and ... are- favorable. In view that 

I have taught mathematics for several years I would not make·· any further 

changes in the ,metho.d of, teaching. The· only change. that .. I .would make if the 

situation came to my consideration, woulrl be to have small er classes. Classes 

of more than . twen:ty...,f.lLve •• are., very:.. ·un-satisf.actory; •.•. 

Algebra: The, te-x..t,, in this. cours.e, was, Essentials of Algebra . by Hart. 1941 

edition. This te:Xt· or editi.on . is .w0rked out for the .. flrst year in algebra. 

However I feel that it ia tooel~mentary for t his purpose .and .recommend a 

more complete and more .-. advanced type of work. It does. not permit the student 
' 

who is preparaing f .o:r more advanced matqematics a f a ir .c.t1ance • 

Algebra is mor.e of a . teol subj ecte. than .. a direct pra.cttcal . course. It is a 

tool for courses in mathemati.cs .. :aa applied ... in advanc·a<i· science or various 

kinds of engineering. The. work cov:e"d , in this .. course. had · to with the fol­

lowing : Graphs·; formula,.,building,. and appl±ca.ti.on,. solving simple equations, 

signed numbers ,.and. monomials,, polynomialsand paraatheses- equations, first 

degree equations, two, un .... knawn .g.~aphs, products and factoring, quadratic 

equations, . algebraic . fractions, tractional equa:tions,,,,, varia:tion~ -·· indirect 

measurement-a, square root· ,. radical equations, quadratic .. equations, radicals 

and exponents,and generaJ., reviewi The ab.ov~ .. course·.·was -comple.tely covered 

with reasona·ble success-. I would suggest that a different te:x:t be used, viz, 

a text with more·" adv:an-ee . subject matter. Again: may.1• I menti.on that, the elasses 
of 

were to larg.e , in number and .that la:ck,SJ3oar.ci ... space 1s ·not .good. Pers-onally I 

recommend more ·black boards s i nce it offers the class a bette.r chance for 

exchange o·r ideas. 

Plane Geometry: Text .usedL,was Progressive Plane -Geometry by Wells. and Hart. 

Edition 1955 copyright. The content.s of this c.ourse .. •consists of' five units 

or five books also optional. topics, . includes. the th-eorems on the• lists .. of the 

College Entrance. ~ination Board and the· Nattonal Committee. The five units 
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as mentioned are: Book one-; . Straight Lines ,plus .. optional topics.. Book two 

The circle . , measuring angles. and aves, optional. topics. Book three, Pro­

portion- Similarity and optional topics, Book five, Regplar polygons and 

the circle, );3.ook four, Areas of polygons. 

This course was presant.ed and carried out with considerable ,. student activity. 

Each assignment consist-ed of theorems and exercises. Thus the student was 

always ~t wi th the challenge of gett ng ready to make a, practicalt ap­

plication. Daily recit.ation on black board gave the privalage . of twelve students 

to exhibit their knowledge- of the assignment~ About ninety percent of the 

exwrcises were as-signed and worked , and all.: the · theorems were· worked and studied. 

I have reasons to beliw that these courses in plane geometry were -very sue- . 

ce_ssful. I would not want to chang.e my proceedure in methods of. teaching. 

SPECIAL NOTE: 

From my contaets with the students I have . learned that they are undera 

strain of to much school. Thia. might be due to attending both the Japanese 
' . r I 

and the -public scho.o:J,., . or it might be due to attending the public school 

to continously • Personally I think that they are "Slap .. Happ" from to much 

school. I would suggest that . reasDnabl1h vacations be a part of the pro­

gram. 

There is one correction that. should have- be.en made long ago and that is; 

No Japanese school should have been permitted out side .the· public school. 

If the Japanese school was to be maintained it should have been a part of 

the public and worked out. like any other foriegn language course. In 

addition to inconveniences I am of the impression that. at least nine-ty 

per cent of the constructive teaching towaros good citizenship has been 

destroyed by the- Japanese.-· language _ sch~,ol. However this is an assumption 

op my part and not to be considered official. 
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I have been giving some thought to the kind of High School. should have been 

started in the various centers. My idea--is that these . schoolsc• should have been 

started as vocational. High ~Schools. Av-ery low percentage -of' the Jtigh .School 

graduates from the various centers will attend university or other institutions 
~ 

of :higher lerning. The Japanese have a speeial ability to work, with their 

hands and since that is the way they will earn their living a little special 

training in the vocational fields would prove a great help to·them, re­

gardless whether they live in the United States or some other coyntry. I there-
. ' ' 

fore-believe that if ·equipment and some mateFial would have been the prefered 

High School would be one of training in trades. In view that certified teachers 

could not be had and that a number of skilled men t and women fJ£ Japanese 

ancestry were available for the purpose -of teaching trades, I think that 

a vocational High School should have been set up. I reijlize· that mate~ials 

and equipmwnt would be a factor~to be considered. However there seems to be 

funds for other less essential activiti~s; on the project, so why shouldn't 

education come among the first. 

I .have soon Pl.l!- in a years time in the War Relo.cation Authority project at 

Newell, California. ,I have en-joyed my wprk and can say that a long desire 

was fulfilled when I had tha opportunity to teach mathematics and only math­

ematics during a school term • . In closing I . hope that .the center will soon 

come to a close~% and that the people both appointed and avacuees m~y soon 
I 

return to their normal and prewar homes and again enjoy life as it should be. 

iv~~~ -..,.,,,,~ 
William Freeman Opland 
w.R.A. , Tule Lake Center 
Newell, California 
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