University of the Pacific

Scholarly Commons

John Muir: A Reading Bibliography by Kimes,

1986 (Muir articles 1866-1986) John Muir Papers

8-16-1881

At East Cape. Ashore-A Siberian Village-The Arctic Hunter's
Luxurious Home-Arctic Cemeteries-Botanizing on the Siberian
Shore-Tracing the Ice Floods. Steamer Corwin, East Cape, Siberia,
July 1, 1881.

John Muir

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/jmb

Recommended Citation

Muir, John, "At East Cape. Ashore-A Siberian Village-The Arctic Hunter's Luxurious Home-Arctic
Cemeteries-Botanizing on the Siberian Shore-Tracing the Ice Floods. Steamer Corwin, East Cape, Siberia,
July 1,1881." (1881). John Muir: A Reading Bibliography by Kimes, 1986 (Muir articles 1866-1986). 164.
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/jmb/164

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the John Muir Papers at Scholarly Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in John Muir: A Reading Bibliography by Kimes, 1986 (Muir articles 1866-1986) by
an authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons. For more information, please contact mgibney@pacific.edu.


https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/jmb
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/jmb
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/muir
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/jmb?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fjmb%2F164&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/jmb/164?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fjmb%2F164&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mgibney@pacific.edu

Tritten July

1, 1881

St

AN-ARCTIC CEMETERY:
|~ Mr. Nelson soon lefs me lnpursuu of 8 bu-d,

AT EAST: CAPE.

Ashpre—A Sibel'xanv

kan, we tound it impossible under the condmons
, of ice and water that prevatled 0 land our T'chu=
: chi ﬂog-driver, who lives ‘there; and who had
» come off with the party to get-his pay. He was
mexcea-lemspiﬂts,«momver, and told the Cap-
tain that since he had received a gun and a.1ib- -
eral supply of ammunition he did not care where
he was put ashore—Cape Serdze, East Cape, Or |
any point 2long the shore or edge of the ice-pack |
would answer, as ke, comld kill- plenty of .birds

and. seals, and get home any ﬂme. _The dogs |*

in readiness m case tney should e req_uired next
winter.. ~ -+
-~ Speeding southward under~ pe m and sml we

time the wind was blowing what seamen call a
¢ living gale,” whitening vhe sea, and filling the
air with ollndlng seud.. We found good anchor-
.age, however, back of the high portion, of the
Cape. opnosite a large settlement or Tunuc}:i.
A-SIBERIAN-VILLAGE. - s -
i~ This mornipg Mr. Nels¢n and L went, ashore to
see what we. -could learn. The village. here,
«which we passed (Ghroughron our way up the
mountain-side, consists ofabout tity huts, built on
a small, rocky terminal moraine, and so-deeply
sunk in the face of 1he hill that the entire viilage
| makes scarcely more show at a distance of'a few
hundred yards than a group of marraot burrows.
The lower portion ot the walls is built of moraine
powlders, the upper portion and the curving bee-
hive roof of Aritt-wood and -the -1ibs-of whales,
rxiamed together: and covered with walrus hide or
airt.

. During the winter they are- entered by & low |

tunnel, 0O as to exclude thecold air as inuch as

posstble. The floor is simply the natural dirs |

mixed into a dark hairy paste, with much that is
0ot av-allnatural. - Fires'are made  occasionally -
in'the middle of the floor.v0. cook. the small nor—
“tion ot their tood thatis not-eaten I YOIy~
headed spears, arrows, seal nets, bavs ot on and

rags of seal! r walrusgand strtps of whaie';'

blubber ard skin, lie on lves or hang con-
fusedly from the roof “while pu%pies and nursing
mother dogsand ¢ hitdren mAay DS Seen scarter:
here and there, or curled snugly in the: pots and‘
eating-troughs, after they have licked them
cleap, making "a kind of squalor that is pie.
-turesque and daring beyond conception. . . .|
/In all of them, however, there i§“Trom one to
[ three or four luxurious  bed-rooms, walls,\cellmtr
and floor of Soif-reindeer sm%‘m
trough filled with oil zor heat and light. .After
bunting all day on theice, making long, rough, -
stormy journeys, mufiied and b unzry,thel‘clmchim
hunter comes into kis burrow, eats his fill of oil°
andiseal or walrus meat, then, sirips. himself
naked and lies down in his~ closed fur nest.in
glorious ease, t0 smoke and sieep. - Ao

- Iwasanxious to reach’ the top of the cape
peninsula to learn surely whether it had been
overswept by an ice-sheet, and if so from what di-
rection, and to study ‘its glacial coraitions in

Iade haste to make the most of my opportuni-
ty, and pushed onthrough vhe vilizgge towards
the lowest-part of the divide between the north-
.and south sides, followed by a crowd of curious
| boy s, who good -naturedly assisted me ‘wh2never
Isropped t0 gatber the fowers-thatI found in
moom. 'I:he Banks of a stream .coming, from.a,
high basin filled; with Snow was. qmte ncmy
flowered with anemones, buttercups, potentillas,
drabas, primulas and many species of dwarf will
lows, up to a b’éght .of about a thousand feet above
thelevelof the'Sea ; beyond this, spring has hardly
made the slightest sign, while hearly & thousand
“feet of the highest summits ls stm covered ‘with
deep SNOW.

andlin cressing a rocky ridge to come up with
‘me again,he came upon a Iot of other game,
which, se€med to interest him still more, namely, -
dea(l natives scattered aboui on the rough

stones at one of the cemeteries .belonging
| totnie-village. The bodies of the- ‘dead, together
with whatever articles belonged to them, are

a cemdtery is a good field for collectors. ‘A 10t of
Hvory . évears, arrows, dishes .of various kinds,
and a§

his speils. g

GHACHERFOOTRREN TSt

L Leaving Mr. Nelson alone in his glory 1 pushed
Lon to the tp the divide, then followed: it
westward t0 the Righest summiton the penin-
_suta; whence I obx;amed thel vigws I waa m‘

reached Fast Cape yesterday at{D A~M. By this |

44»-.—.._.&'«.

~ Q.déﬁ‘ﬂ o d S a6

BOTANIZING AND-HUNTING FOR GELACIER - MARES -

| general and the character of the rocks. 1therefore |/

simply Jaid on the.surface of the ground, S0 that |

one hammer, formed. the leasc gikasly ot |

search of. . #

S
>
<
(4.
Cy

-

.“..‘-n"m et

L]

O skt

Thm b h

“é—



¢ Erne dividingridge all along the high eastérn.
i, | portion of the peninsulg is rounded from north 10" o R ¥y
[/~ | south mearly.. The curves on the north begin "Corwin
1881 ! ! glmﬁgt%%?v%ﬂs a(}ge, wﬁi\e ghe sogftllll side
LA T - . is quite precipious along the shore. Therels
Written July 1, | also a telling series of parnfnel groves and ridges’
- trending north, and. south across the peninsula. |
i The highest point is about 2,500 feet above the
5 l_sea, and the mountainous portion has veen nearly=
s eroded: trom! the fontinent and made an iskand
like/ the two Diomedes, the wide. gap of low
ground connecting it with the high mainiand de-
ing only a few feet abhoye tide-water: “ In this low
portion there is here and ttere a.rouaded.up-
| swelling of miore resisting ro kK with trends, ail
' telling the same ‘Story of a vast over-sweeping
| ice-flood from-thenorth: S Rl
_“~J also had a clear view of thecoast mountains
-~ for a hundred miles" or thereabouts, all of which
. are tellingly glaciated inharmony with the above o
-generalization. 8o alsois the,Westera Diomede w”
| Isalnd standing well--out in- - Behring Straits be--
| ween the Zontinents, ~ -« --ooeoo 4 pe

g

; ANCTHER-OEMETERY:™ A A
vz On my-way down ' to thie shore [-crossed.an--f -
" | other of the village cemeteries on avery rough'
F | and steep’ slope .of weathered gramite, ‘several
| hundred feet above the village and to_the west- |
ward of it. . Whole skeletons or single bones and
skulls lay here and there, wedged into chance
positions among the stones, weathering and fali-
ing to pieces 1ike the ivory-pointed spears, ar-
| rows, etc. mixed with them. “The mountain that
1{:11135; were lying. on. is crumbling aiso—aust 0 | :
“dust, 5 DES ’ - y Be

~ -

-

; |~ The damp, lowei portion of the wild north |/
>~ wind, as it was deflected up and over the slopes
§ | and frosty summit’-of the peninsula, has given |

. birth to a remarkably beautiial coyering of white |

_ice crystals on the windward sides of exposed |

4./ /oowlders, and in Some places,on the Snow. Ihe

= cry'stals resembie white teathers in’ their aggre-.

.gate forms, bug arefirm and icy in structure ang

as ‘evenly and gracefuily imbricated on. each

~other-over the rough faces of the rocks as are the -

| feathers on_the breast of a bird. The eifect is
mayvelously beautiful and interesting as seen on
those castellated rock piles, 8o frequently found
on pbleak summits. “The goim;s of the feathers

. grow to windward, and Indicate. by their curves

| all the varying directions pursued by the inter-

l Tapted wind as it glints and reverberates about

the innumerable angles ot.the rock tronts. Thus
the rocks where the exposure 1o stormsis great-
! est are all the more lavishly ciothed upon with
| beauty—beauty growing with and dependin
| upon the violence of the gale, . JORN-MEIR 1"
! A 3
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