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AT METCHIGME BAY, .‘,ﬂ;

@lacier Wol'k ak. Plover Bay—A (,razy Na«
sive—His [diosyncrac(es and»&ttemmed
Su:cidc- i)

4
x\ttetle&vmgsti chhae?‘s on. zna ~evenmg of.
the 21s, we crossed Belring Sea to Plover Bay 1o
.~ 1111 OGT coal-bunkers from a pile belonging to his
Majesty the Czar of Russia, arriving there early
on the morning ot the&t’il}j having been detained
at St. Lajgrence Island by a-gale from the north.
‘While the ship was being coaled, T climbed the
east wall of the fiord three or four miles above
the mouth, where it 1s apout 2,200 feet above the
level of the sea, and;as Yhe day was clear, I ob-
tained capital viewS of the mountains.on both
sides and around the bead of the fiord among the
numerous ice fountains which, during the Glacial
winter, poured their tribute t,hrough this mag-
nificent channel into Behring Sea.
PLOVER-BAY GLACIER.

When the glacier that formed what is now
called Plover Bay was in its prime it was abous
thirty miles long and from tive to six miles in
width the widest portion of the trunk and
aboaty 2,000 feet deep. Tt then had at least five
main frivltaries, which, as the trunk melted  to-
wards the close of the 16e period, became inde-
pendeny glaciers, and these-again were.melted
into perhaps seventy-five or more small resldual
glaciers from less.than a mile to several miles in
length, all of which, as far as I could see,
Dave at length vanished, though ‘some wasting
Temaants may still linger in the highest-and. best-
protected fountains above the head of the fiord.
"he mountains hereabouts, in the forms ot the
Ppeaks, ridges, lake-basins, bits of meadow, and in

Iptureand aspects in general, are like those of
Siierra. of California where the rock is
now still lin; in drift patches
““and streaks avalanche heaps down to the
bea-level “while there is ‘but little depth of solid-
snow on the highest peaks and ridges, So. that,
there being 1o warm, Sunny base of gentle slopes
and foothiils. no. varying belts of climate, the |
mountamsas 2 whole'seem.to be'only the storm-
beaten tops of mountains. Still there are spots
here and vheve;where the snow is-melted,that are.
already cheered with about ten 'species of ‘plants”
4dn full bloom; anemones, buttercups, primula,
several spec!w of draba, and purple heathworts,
and phiox and potentilla, making charmin
lpmo gavdens, but too small and thinly plante
“to show at a distance of more than a few yard.s,
“while treesare Wholly wanving. ¢, = -

A_NATIVE SETTLE!
~7 0on our wa.y north to-day we st,opped a (ew mm-

utes opposite ‘2 small native: settiement, six or
eight miles to-ghe northeast of the mouth of

- Metchigme Bay, 1n sea.rcb. of Ommﬁeot, the rich
reindeer owner, w ‘we had met furtherup the
COaSt tWo Weeks ago‘ ‘and who had then promised
to have f- 3ot of /deéer skins” ready for usit we
‘wouldcall ag his yillagy

village. _ ..
ey Lio® @ 2 off -
A-TROUZ anez&:&emmmr*
A Some ottuejiattves came off to the -suamer to
trade, who fxformed us vthat Omnisco t v :
distanceupthe bay that we bhad just: pa.@sed, aml
.one of them wio sﬁ&ksa litsiéEnglish, Angquired
why we ‘nad not. back ommscoc’s 501,
and teld us vhat he was 'm cousin-and -that his
mother was erying about nim 1ast night, fearing
o8t B would never COae DAL~ Wo- fnforbien”
him that is ceusia was crazy and had tried to

kil i but; that  he 7 was . now . ab
Plovell-lngyel :’wiﬂz one. of ms friends and
would ‘probably be home soon., This: younlg

Omniscot, whom we had taken aboard at S
rence Bay, thinking that he might be useful asbn
‘interpreter, is a son of the rein eer man and be- -
longs to the Tchuchi tribe. = We soon came 1o see .
that we had a troublesome t‘ilx)assenger for the ex-
p ession. of hTs e) €8S, and” vead ne
mifested “of 2ail the natives wnetever we
c'ﬁanced to stop indicated some form of insanity.

the Captain against the people ot every village
that we were approachm .as . likely to Xill us,
and ' then be avould . me ‘himself  below
-deck or  climb  for ter. sa.tety into
the | rl%%lpg«\ On , the en we ‘were
Iying”, anchor off rence Island,
he offered hisrifle, which he¢ gre y'prtzed, to one

of the officers, saying that inasmuch as he would
soon @ie he would not needit. - ‘henhe sens word
to the same effect to the Capt: ain, ‘but came to the
cabin ‘door shortly atterward, with nothing un-
usual apparent in his: racs]o e‘aavfor and began
a giscussion concerning,the Tegion back of St.
Michael’s as a location tor a flock otreindeer.  He
thought they would do well there, hie said, and
_1hat his father would give Him some young 0nes
- to.make a beginning, which he could take over In
some schooner, and that they would get plenty of
g00d MOSS 1o €at on the tundra, and multiply

father’s, so big that nobody could count, them, et
In three or four hours atter this he threw him-
‘selt pmboard, but-was picked upand brought on.
deck. . Some of  the sailors stripped off his wet
furs, and uhen the aiscovery was made that be-
fore throwing himself into the sea, the poor fel-
low had stab ~himself in the leftlung. The
! surgeon dressed ‘his wound and gave as BiS opin-
| ion that it would prove fatal. He was doing well,
| however, when ‘we-left him, and is likely to re-
| cover. The Plover Bay natives, in commenting .
on the affair, remarked that the St. Lajrenee .
| people were -2 bad, quarrelsome set, and always
kept themselves in some sort of trouble.

i | ABAD.LOOKING LOT OF NATIVES. -
e Havinb procured a guide from among the na-

S R
TS v

A tives that came aboard here, we attempted 10

‘ reach Omniscet’s village, buttound the bay fuli of
| ice, and were compelled £0 g0 on Without our win-
| ter supply of deer skins, hoping, however, no be

He would come to thedoor of the cabin MLJ; g

fast’n until’ they 'became -a big - ﬁock like his

| ‘able to'get them on the eastcoast. 3

"Corwin"
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».Tuere is quite a large Tchuchi-settlement near
the mouth'ot the bay, on the north side. Seven'
laﬁe canoe loads of the p ;l)ulatlon came aboard,’

ing quite a stir on our little ship. They are
the worsi looking lot.of Siberian natives thatl

! have yetseen, though there are some. fine,
| manly fellows-amongst. ﬂ:vemi Mr.

i naturalisi ‘Smi
ggnian ins ftugi‘gnglv%‘ Tm%”‘%% 1S '%1

[ichaels,
pz\o@ovmphedagrou%m Jthe most villainous of.

the meén, and two of the women Whose arms were
elaborately tatooed up to the shoulders. Their
faces were a curious study ‘while they were try-

EF% t0 keep-still under, Circumstances o extraor-
YN

he glacimon of the coast he1 re 1s recorded i
very telling characters, the. movement of the ice
‘Maving been in a souxn-southwe.sn ..... (o} irﬂcr,lon,

neazrly.
Gr“e"v@ather is delivhmul clear sunshine, only
a few fleecy wisps. of clouel in the west, and the

water stilt as'a m111 pond. JoEN-MUTR. " 7

"Corwin"
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