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GUY W. COOK
N/SPT COLLECTION
ty of The Pacifié

NARRATIVE REPORT

Madelon Carper November 1, 1945

My Job as counselor and registrar at Tri-g8tate High School

congleted of helping students with their personal and scholastic
vproblems, advising students into the required courses for gradua-
tion, checking attendance, and oreparing and transmitting trans-
eripts,

The personal nroblems of students were those which arose
from conflicts between attendance at the Jananese schools and
American schoole, and the general lack of intereast in any type
of educational or social 1ife as the result of American citizen-
ehin rights being violated.

Many parents ineisted on their children's attending Jananese
schools as well as American schools, even though it was agalnst
the wishes of the children to be enrolled in the former, Some
of them cemplained to us of the subject matter and manner of
teaching in the Japanese échools and stated that they, the stu-
dents, did the least amount of work vossible--just enough to
get by. Many times they made fun of the Jananese schools,

There were other studente whose parents would nermit them
to attend American schools only on condition that they attend
Javanegse schools. A few students who attended Jananege schools
also attended American schools against the knowledge of their
parents, These students would ask us not to check their absences
at American schools because then their narents would know of

their enrollment. This pnolicy could easily have been conducilve



e

to truancy if & student had such an inclination. Fortunately,
we had no difficulty with such students when we complied with
thelr request of not makling a home call to learn the reasons
for their absences,

The program of the American school was set un in such a
way that studente could attend that scheool & half day and the
Javanese schools a half day. We tried to cooperate with the
latter whenever vossible by scheduling our activities at a time
when they wouldn't conflict with the Japanese schools. But,
they did not "return our cooperation." They would request to
have students excused frem our school to play baseball, to have
pictures taken which could be taken on Saturdays or after school,
to attend vicnice, and to bid farewe!l to teachers who were re-
locating. The Jananese sdhools would tell the children they
were excused for the above reasons and thenask us if we would
excuse them, If we refused some of the children obeyed the
Javanese schools and were penalized by us, This naturally caused
conflicts and resentments within the children who were confused
in thelr choices of which schools te obey, The Japanese schools
would also cause the students to be tardv te eur echeel, We
would not excuse such tardiness even though 1t wasn't the stu-
dente! fault, Yet we could do nothing about the situation so
had to turn & "blind eye" to that type of tardiness,

I think that the existence of the Javanese schools has

been a serious mistake from the standpoint of the students!
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welfare and the smoeth running of American scheonls, The Japanese
language could easlly have been taught as a forelgn language in
the American scheols, the same as any ether foreign language,
and the Javanese scheols would have had ne reason for being es-
tablished, Some of them violated their nromises and became
strongly natienalistic to the detriment of students who were
immature in their judgments,.

The scholastic problems of students consisted in trying te

find out the causes of students' low grades, <Ihere were various

reasons; disliking a subject, low mental ablility, disliking the

- teacher, conflicts at home caused by different cultures, lack of

interest because of being placed "behind a fence", and laziness,
We talked over some of these difficulties with the teachers of
the students and in many cases we were able to bring about a more
sympathetic underastanding between student and teacher which re-
sulted in impreved work on the student's nart many times, Students
who were deprecsed because of segregation were given encourage-
ment by ecounselers and teachers,

Another one of my duties is to see that students take the
reduired courses and reduired number of credits for graduatien,
Thie 1s done during registration at the beginning of each semes-
ter, The grades and creédits of vresvective graduates are constantly
checked to see that they will be eligible for graduation on the

avpointed date,
We were alded in checking attendance by a Japanese man who

made home calls to learn why students were absent, The majority
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of cases were for legitimate 1llnesses, T felt that many times
gtudents either were not 111 eor were not 11l enough to.stay out,
However, since there was ne scheol nurse to check we had te ac-
cept the students' excuses for illness even though we doubted
them, Students wefe required to bring notes from home when
they returned, These didn't mean much as many oafents could
not write and the students wrote the excuses themselves, Stu-
dente who attended the clinic or hospnital were required to bring
an execuse sligned by a doctor er a nurse, There were a few éases
of truancy which were the effects ef personal er school preblems
which were mentiened in the first part of thls repert, We had
teo suspend a few students and require thelr parents to come to
school and talk over the matter with the orincipal befere the
studente could be reinstated, Mest varents were quite concerned
about the truancy ef their children and wantgd them te attend
schoel regularly. However, there were a few varents who could
net keep their boyg from cutting classes, I knew of only ene
girl who was a truant, Sometimes students would be absent

from American schools in erder to prevare their lessonsg fer

Jananese schools,

The opreparation and transmittal of transcrints included
those of graduates, and those undergraduates who transferred
te other centers or who relocated, Grades and credits were
recorded on permanent folders, then transcripts were tyned
from these; colleges would frequently request personal inferma-

tion cencerning students which perhaps could be cempiled from
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personality rating sheets within the felders, When these were
net avallable, teachers would be contacted to furnish the in-

fermation,

Some of my preblems as counselor and reglstrar at Tri-
State High School were identical with those of counselors and
registrars in all high schools; ethers were indigenous to this
school alone and so had te be selved by the trial and error
method., Many of the more difficult problems would not have
arisen had there not been the dual school system, the two cul-

tures striving for supremacy.
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