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NARRATIVE REPORT 

Madelon Carper 

GUY W. COOK 
·.J. S"'"'I COLLECTION 
ln.h ers~ty of The Pacific 

November 1, 1945 

MY job as counselor and registrar at Tri- State High School 

con s isted of h~lping stud~nts with thAir personal and scholastic 

problems, advising students into the required courses for gradua

tion, checking attendance, and nreparin~ and transmitting trans

cripts. 

The personal nroblems of students were those which arose 

from c®nflicts between attendance at the Jananese schools and 

American schools, and the general lack of int~re~t in any tyve 

of educational or social life aa the result of American cit1zen

ehin rights being violated. 

Many .parents insisted on their children's attending Japanese 

schools as we l l as American schools, even though it was against 

the wishes of the children to be enrolled in the former. S0me 

@f them camplained to us of the su~ject matter and manner of 

teaching in the Japanese schools and stated that they, the stu

dents, did the least amount of work possible--just enough to 

get by. Many times they made fun of the Japanese schools. 

There were .ether student s whose parents would permit them 

t0 attend American schools only 0n conditi0n that they attend 

Japanese schools. A few students who attended Jananese school s 

also a ttended American schools a gainst the knowledge 0f their 

warent s. These students would aRk us net to check their absences 

at American schools because then their narents would know of 

their enrellment. This p0licy could easily have b~en cmnducive 
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te truancy if a student had such an inclination. Fmrtunately, 

we had no difficulty with such students when we csmplied with 

their request @f not making a home call to learn the reasone 

fer their absences. 

The prsgram ef the American school wa s set un in such a 

way that students could attend that scho~l a half day and the 

Jananese school~ a half day. We tried to cooperate with the 

latter whenever nossible by scheduling eur activities at a time 

when they w0uldn 1 t conflict with the· Japane!!!e sch0ole. But, 

they did not "return our cooperation." They would request to 

have !tudents ~xcused fr@m 0ur school to play baseball, to have 

' pictures taken which c0uld be taken on Saturdays er after sch80l, 

to e.ttend picnic!!!, and to bid farewe l J. t0 teachern whe werP- re

locating. The Jananese schools would tell the children th~y 

were excused for the above reasons and then Mk us if we w©uld 

excuse them. If we refused seme of the children obeyed the 

Japane~e schools and were penalized by us. This naturally cauAed 

c0nflicts and resentments within the children who were c0nfused 

in their choices @f which s cheols to G>bey. The Japanese schools 

would als0 cause the students to he tardy to our ~chool. We 

w®uld not excuse such tardiness even th0ugh it wasn't the stu

dentF' fault. Yet ~e could do nothing abeut the situation s0 

had to turn a "blind ~ye" to that type of tardiness. 

I think that the existence of the Jaua.neee scheH~le has 

been a seri0us mistake from the standnoint of the s tudents' 
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welfare and the smo®th running of American schools. The Japanese 

language c0uld easily have been taught as a fereign language in 

the American eeh~©l~, the same as any other foreign language, 

and the Japanese eche0ls W©uld have had ne reason f0r being es

tablished. Some of them violated their nro~ises and became 

strongly natienalietie ta the detriment of students wh0 were 

immature in their .1udgments. 

The scholastic pr@blems of students conriisted in trying te 

find @ut the causes @f students• low grades. There were varioue 

reasIDns: disliking a s~bject, lsw mental ability, disliking the 

teacher, conflicts at heme caused by different cultures, lack of 

interest because sf being placed "behind a fence", and laziness. 

We talked over some ef these difficulties with the teachers @f 

the students and in many case~ we were able t0 bring about a m0re 

s ympathetie under~.tanding between student and teacher which re

sulted in impreved work @n the student ' s part many times. Students 

who were depressed because of segrega.ti0n were given encourage

ment by c0unsel0rs and teachers. 

Anather one @f my duties is te Aee that students take the 

required c@urses and required number 0f credits fer graduati®n. 

This · is done d.uring reg1stratien a.t the beginning of each semes

ter. The grades and cr~dits ef presoective graduates are conAtantly 

checked t© see th&t they will be eligible for graduatimn on the 

anpointed date. 

We were aided in checking attendance by a Japanese man wh© 

made heme ealls t0 learn why students were absent. The ma .i@ri ty 
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®f cases were for legitimate illnesses. I felt that many times 

students either were n0t 111 0r were n@t 111 enough to stay @ut. 

H0wever, since there was no sch~el nurse tG check we had te ac

cent the students' excuses foF illness even though we doubted 

them. Students were required t® bring nQtes fr0m heme when 

th~y returned. These didn't mean much as many parents e0uld 

not write and the students wr@te the excuses themselve~. Stu

dents whe attended the clinic ar hospital were required t0 bring 

an exeuse signed by a doetor or a nurse. There were a few cases 

0f truancy which were the effects ~f pere0nal @r sche@l pr©blems 

which were mentioned in the first part gf this ren@rt. We had 

tm suspend a few students and require their parents t® come t0 

seh©~l and talk @ver the matter with the urincipal befere th~ 

students c©uld be reinstated. Mast parents were quite concerned 

about the truancy of their children and wanted them t0 attend 

scho0l regularly. H0wever, there were a few narents wh~ could 

n0t keen their boys from cutting clas~~s. I knew ~f only ont 

girl wh0 was a truant. S0metimes etudents wGuld be absent 

fr@m American scheols in @rder to prenare their · lesRans f®r 

Japanese schools. 

The nreparatimn and transmittal of transcripts included 

those ef graduates, and these undergraduates whe transferred 

t@ 0ther centers @r who rel0cated. Grades and credits were 

rec0rded on permanent folders, then transcripta were tyned 

frem these; colleges would frequently request personal informa

tien concerning students which perhap0 c@uld be compiled fr0m 



I 

\ 

-5-

personality r a ting shee ts within the folder s . When the se were 

net available , teach er s weuld be CQnta0ted t0 furnish the in

fQrma ti0n. 

S~me 0f my problem s as counselor and registrar a t Tri

sta te High Sch~el were identical with those of counselors a nd 

registrars in all high seh@ols; ethers were indigenous t© this 

seheol alene ands~ had t@ be s~lved by the trial and errG~ 

meth0d. Many ef the mere difficult pr©blems weuld net have 

arisen had there net been the dual s chQol system, the t wo cul

tures striving f~r supremacy. 
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