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MY AUTOBIOGRAPHY Jimmy Yamamoto
GUY W. COOK
NISEI COLLECTION

It was in not summer when I , Jiaomy Yam&moto, on ANgUST: £6s ThIPFeif
was born, the thir& chiia anda secund som of Mr. and Mrs. T.Yamanoto.
This happened in Terminal Isl&nd, the men made island, now & naval
base and a large part of the Las Angeles HHarbor.

There were six in the family,my parents, two sisters and on brotcher,
ana I. We l1ived in & six room, red, wooden house. The rooms were not 80
large. %o had to beautitul gardens with riowers, speciélily roses,
vegetables, catus ana on orange tree growing. We a&1s0 ha&d gold Ilsnes.
The period of my chila hood days were no diliferent 1rom any ouher boys
or that age. I was rond of toy &airplanes, cars, and marbies. I piayed with
the age of my pboyes. li§ pets were dogs. L naice cats ana otner anl mals
except dogs.

School pegain 1I0or me when I was slx years 0i1Q up 10 0 1in grammar g
gchool at Términai isiand. There were tanree Or i1ours American puplils
and the rest were ail Japanese. During tne grammar scnooi I was taugnt
mény OI tne Iunaamentédil iLnings wnich are or much heip L0 me.

MY ciassma.es were ai L Japanese univii I enter Ricnara Henry Dana
Junior High Sghool at S@n fedro, CHlifornia. I learned many things &nd
en joyed the companionship of the caueasional people. AT school I played
ond team all kinds of sports. At school I played dng the morming, after-
noon, after school and Physical EDucation. I was interested the sports. Ig
en joyed going to Dana Jinior High School.

In the su mmer I went fishinqgwith my father. My father was & tish-
ermé&n. He haa a small jig boat 33 'feet long. I went fishing tor Mackeral
and Barracuda and once albgcore. In the summer of 1941,We went to S@n
Lius Opispo, C&lifornia on eamr boat for albacore season.

I couldn't go fishingany mor because school starts for me agaln
after summer vacation. I had lots or fun going fishing with my father.

Everything seems to be4roliing on 80 merriiy untii on Dec.(,194l,
sométhing terrible happendei Something that bia me harder &nd had more
etffect upon me than anthing else in my lite. Jap&n, the homeland oI
my parent ana United States, my countre decliarelway Never dia I felt so
shocked and stunned from such unpleasant news. Yet ever under such cir-
cumsténces we kept on going to scnool I didn't know how I cou lad
express my grati tude to the understanding or some or my friends or the
positon I was in and the prboblem I had to face.

My father was taken by the F.B.I. Dec.Y because he was out fishing.
He was taken to the Imigration Station, and then to CCC&mp. and later to
Montana. He was away 8% months. Othere fishermen were later taken by the
F.B.I. While myfather was away, we were making all kinds of plans for
our evacauation and ourfuture.

Then on Feb.25,1942,ther was & blackout. It was terrible. The next
morning three army ofricers, captain ana two Sargent came to our house.
They hand us & paper. It saia that every resident in Terminal Island must
evacuate within 43 hours.

There at Los Angeles I went to Latfayette Ju nior Hggn Scnool.
Therewere m&ny Negroes and Chinese.I went to school for about two to
three week because we had to evacuate.

On May 6, 1942 we evacuate on a bus at Los Angeles and came to
Sénta Anlta& Assembly Center. There I had lots of tun. I dia/not have
to go to school. I played basepball and pbasket-ballin the morning and
arternoon. On hot day I went to the top of the barracks were not g 00d.
On cold day it is cold and on hot day the tars had motion movie pictures,
Nessie and Issei talen program.

On Oct.4,1942 we evacuate on a train and came to Rohwer Relocation
Cénter in Arkansass. On the way to Arkansa%I saw the Salton sea. It was
beautiful because it was sunset. About 10:00P# tht tirst night, past the
Colorado River. And stop &t Yuma, Ariz. Then went through New Mwexico,




came to ElFaso, Texas. Went thArough Del Rio, 8an Antonio and Stop at
Houston, TExas. Came to Beaumont then went to Lake Charies, La., up

to Alexsnaria ana went into Arkansas. Pass the Jerome RElocation Center,
#rkansas,

It 18 4 months since
Arkansas.

H

I came to thes camp. I am getting use to




	Jimmy Yamamoto Autobiography, n. d.
	Recommended Citation

	Name: 00001409

