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J.:[oJ<ehwme Hi] 1 , Uct . l.Oi:ih, .lU53 

My cl.eF.tr Wife 

I onc e rn 1:r:oe comuonce a letter for ;;,rou. e.nd. Jn fl.n imJ)rov­

ed c ondition ns to sueady nerves when I c om~nr e the cc ndi tj_on of 

them a t my las t letter. in fact , e,t that thne I had. not recc:ve1·ed. 

from the weakened concli tion tho.t I vras in at the t ermi:n.8,tion of my 

v yage . _, u.t I am novv on the gn.:i.11.i:ng hanc1, im:· •rovLag in flesb ra:r icl­

ly ancl only }:>rP.·v-ented from rRl!Orting 1:1. :perfAct sourt ·_ bo y and. mino. 

from the fact that I had the m' sfortune to step u- on a nail some 

three days sin ce vthieh passed_ through the bottor.. of my shoe a.nd 

stocking ::mo. nearly· throuP;b. my foot C8.usj :n.g some J!retty b :c1 cl 1min 

:::mel makin&: me somewhn.t l ame a t present, ·b11t I fl.m much bette:r to-

d~y and can walk about with more euse. At the rote my hea lth im­

:Droves I sball. 11 e q_ui te :9ortly· in a few months . I have \) een ex­

pectj_ng a .. letter fr om you 1)y the I,ia:Ll wh ich hns been CJ.le here some 

day s , out 8.S vre have not heard. of the 8,rri val o:f the l:~a iJ_ Steamer 

1/Je are l)e{~innL ... g to th~.11k that some a ce j d.ent has 1Je· rt11en he1· . I 

can out think ot' the d.Lmgers tho, t a tteno_ t h e Steamers in such 

voya,ges v·Jben a delay of thj_s k i:nrl occlU'S r:m cL I nm more sur:fJI'ised when 

I think of tb.em that t h ere are D.o more ves sels ano_ human beings de ­

stroyed. cl:v.ring t h e Storms & Foe; · and ot.b.er c a sualties to ·which they 

a~e c onstantly exrosed . I have written you five letters since I 

left home o,:nd am nov-..r t.hinJ.cinr; 1 s.b.al l fee l cp.J..ite haiJli~r to hear from 

some of tllose five due 1ne from you . I ws.nt veJ·~r wuch to hear how 

y ou and the childr en g et alor~ , and I shou ld lik e to hear how a ll 

the peO }Ile arc . I-In;ve you a Physician? How is he 1i.keo.? Is he 

C:Loing a goo cl h\ ISiness? How ci. oes Blanchl_.'lrCI_ !)e:cf'orrn.? How P>re COl.lSin 

0 . B. Strobr:i.clge & f amily? I 1cnovr of many oth er c1.,_c s-'--ions I ndght 

as~{ hut t ak j_nr; it fo:c g ranted. you. will wr:i.te , ,11 the stL,·0e o:L' !.:1.tf · irs 
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great anc1 mnall I VJill cea se ol:.est ions anc1 try something else . I am 

nmv in businesf3 vd.th Dr . Ho lbro o:k h c. .vin.:-·.: bought out Dr . 'Te2.ll. 

H elbrook & I ha:v·e J>Ur clw,::Je d. t.he I,ot and :GuildiD.gs ( office , 1 cloth 

house , the latter used as a Hosp ita l ) for which we paid $2400 . I 

then bought Dr . Teall ' s half of the msde and furni ture for which I 

pa1.d him ;;;300, mak ing my sh.-."re of the 1JUr·chase aLount to :;>1500. So 

;>rou c e.n see t .hat I 8-m h1 clebt agf1_:1.n , 'but wi t l:. a pros}?e c t of working 

i t 011t in a few 10nt; h s . I o1J tained the money l)y the assist D.nce of 

0 1 1 ver , for the use of V!hich I am to !)s.y 3 :9er cent r: month v1hich is 

consi .ered a very reason ·-ble rate of :Lnterest here . Holbrook thinks 

I sha.ll be 8.ble to cle G.r j_t all. out jn 4 months A.ncl t he J>rOSJ1e ct of 

bus :'.ness I t h lnk co:rifirrns me i n tlw.t op in:Lon. You v.ri ll the~cefore 

be obliBed to ge t along for the nex t 4 or 5 months with the mecns I 

left you , or if you coille short , I want you to ee t father to assist 

y o< ·.n ob taln:Lng EJ.Oney or such th:Lng s rts y ou ne d.. Aft er I hn.ve 

1 a iel my ciebt I will. sena. dTafts of mone;)r in suc.h amounts :from time 

to time G.s y ou may need. . Oliver was here to-d.a;y- , had. sta:r·ted for 

Stock t on to rmrch' ,se g ocls . VJ[:l,S Q.l.LLLe well . He :fee ls some1Nhat 

unsettled. to think Sorjhia clio_ not concluc1e to come. He says h e a_oes 

not know what more he shoulcl have wr j_tten f or her to come vrhen he 

·wrote tha t he h a d 'bought a h.ouse for her us e and that he vroulCL 

m:ke her as c omfort ab le as r ossib l.e here . He undoubtedly would have 

clone we l l 'by her and in eve:r·y thing except uhe surrounuing ;3 oc i.et~r 

vvoulo_ have mo.cle her C1.uite c omfortab l e s.ncl ::'Jhe mi ght have had the 

same power over tJ1e female port ion of that cam:p that Oliver bas over 

the m.td.l. ]}art , that :Ls a k .' n.d of k i nglv :oower . 
- .• :&. ""---~ 

Ol t ver t hinks he 

ms..y g o to N . H. when John Storrs returns but I th:Lnk he will con-

e l ude to wait untill Spr i ne . I received a letter from Mary a w eek 

since , g:Lving me a very strong i nv i t i.' t ton to v is :i.t SD.crgme:nto , but 

from my lJ i.Li'jness D.nCJ_ u nexcusable neglect I h::.~ve suffe:ced her irndta-
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ti n to remain 11.nansvrered. She vr~:1 s eYJ.jn;yj_n{s herself ve:r).r much and. 

vvrote in excellent SI)iJ.'i ts . I can see no })rob.: bj.li ty of my visiting 

them unti.ll I can. clear myself of the d.ebt I ll8,'le assuiae d. I rnay 

write tham that if' they wn.l ol1taj_n Tile ·bus i ness in my line sufficient 

to defray expenses I will come almost anytime . I su~pose you enter-

t ain the iclea that you wou· .. :Uke to live in California 8,nd UllcLoubtedly 

there are some parts which would render living here q~~te tolera ble 

bu t 1:1, rBELLclence in this to·wn of or1e or two days vroulCL CJ:Llite satisfy 

you that yoll vYOlJlcl prefer to live in Old. 1\i:ericlen rather than end:ure 

t he noj .. se and confu.sio;.:l of clrunJcen men and v.r omen 8.:nd the u:nseernly 

s 1g1J.ts of a l l 1dncls VJhj ch occur in our streets constantly . The only 

thing a man of d.ecency· could. be incllteecl to forego such ttdne;s for is 

the making of money , and. vrith :vrud.erwe & economy I have no d.ou-bt that 

I can make money her e . He are obli.ged. to do most of 01.1.r l:n.:Lf:::iness on 

SunclD.y- 1.1s that is the day- •Hhen the mine:cs come for yTescr igtions & 

medic:Lnes and we must of co"Lt.rse d.o o"t.;.r b~s:i.nesc; on ths.t d.t-J.y . I dicl 

about S40 worth of Dentistry y esterday and it was a very go od day for 

our off'tce bus:i.ness as j_d.e from that , I f'ille cl tln'ee cavities for a, 

man :;,resterclay for which I :recej_ver ~-il8 . the l•lEm vrent out 3 times and 

drank 1:1, (!; lass of Brand.;y eacl;. time and by the time he was thrm.:tt)l he 

WJ,s quite drunJ\. . But such men are not unc ammon. We h.0.ve ~)3 . 00 for 

extrac ting teeth and I have r:d.read.y mad.e q_ui te f'l, start on my olcl re-

putat:ion :for pElb.D.g teeth. ~{ e ha.ve rec rd. $11 to-day :f.or to,Jt.h-

)TU11·.ng . So ~;rou see •ne are ·b ound to ma:ke money . Almos t every· house 

in the :p lc\ce j_s f·u.rnished. vJ • th a bar t·!,:nd. a full SU})}! l Y of Licruors and 

such places are well patronized on the Sabbat and tolerably welJ. 

supplied. with cu.stomers on otltel' clays o:f the week . Liq_1.wr·s of all 

kind.s a:re solcl at 25 cts. rer glass . All thinr;s in the slu:1.~9e of fruit 

are so l d he ·. c at enormous rates . Pears at 25 c ts. each . 
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a t 25 c ts . to 50 c ts . each . ~at ermellons f rom 25 c t s t o $1 . 00 ea ch . 

Suc h ~- :r:r9les wou l d. b e d.eHr ea t · ng to C ous jn 0 . B. St ro 'br i dge . ~L'e l l 

l i m. t o e a t one or two o; ood a }):D le . · f or me i f he is n ot to :full a l rea dy . 

I am oblige d. to forego t he i ncl.uJg once j_n such t hings anct li ·•re on t he 

S1lbstantia 1 s a t t h e t une of ,:. 10 . 00 J) er week f or a s e [1. t a t the t e.ble . 

I am boa:r cUl'lf; at the J.i~ae)·le Hot el \Nh:L ch h ; next door t o o u · of ice . 

HeJ') ort s ays i t i s tlw b est b oarc1. J.np; p l ac e i n tovvn . a n c1 f rorn my 

ex11 e r i ence I t h i nz: i t c annot b e ou.ta.one fo r var1.e t ;r and. aln:mc1ance of 

f ood. by 8.ny Ho t e l i n the Stat e s , -:i'ld. IJes Jde ·Ghe abov e condiser~ri, :i.ons 

the f o od is very v.re l.l c ooke . nhi c h is a n lJ.nc oumon thin:~ i n t h is 

:ft-:cst cou Y.tt ry . Dr . 'l'e e,l. l. 1 e:f t this y; l FJ. c e on 'l'hursd.ay las t for h ome 

vvi t h some 8GOOO to $10 , 000 , wh ich h e ht:w wade here i n the l as t 3 

years . I somet~Ll'tleS t hir.LY.~ it wou l c'L ( be ) q,-uite a t re8, t to you t o 

see ·Lhe cl i ffe:i:ent c os tum s of the ~~;e o .:.•le he:i.>c . the Chine f>e es:r)ec :La1 -

·l y . vr e have 1Yo.:nd.I'8 l1S of tl1em j n the tovrn , a:.:-Hl a mere :i:rl:f'er j_or l ooki n;?; 

-~'.na_ a cting rac e I have not seen jn CaLi fc;r:rlia with ·che s :i.ngl e e:x:­

c erlt :i. o:n of the na i;i ve I :ncLians , vrho are 'tLe mo:::d; comel;y- lo o:lcing 

ohje c t s on earth . Th e I ndia ns g o by t h e nnme of Wal l a Dal l a for 

every one , c\ncl vre c a ll the Cht namen a ll J-ohns , to v.r.h iuh name they 

e~wh ansvrer . ~Phe \•fall2-s ..:.l' e freq_uGnt l :y acconJ:,anie cL by the i r chilcl.ren 

·whi c h t .. 1ey c 8.rry 1.1.:pon tlH=, ir b a c J::s n.l.mofJt Y.J.ake cL :i. t \.vou.J.d n o cl 0\1-o t 

~p l es.se Frecl & I~a1.:~.ra ~-,~al'h1_ t o see the 1 ·· ~-c l e CO J!JJer-c olor eo. creatures 

hanging U.}) On t he bt:r,ck of the InCl.:Lan i,i om. en . An<l -vvha t wmJ.la. ]) leas e 

t h em ncre vr o'\.:_lCL lJe the Chinn, uen in t1 1 eJr nat ].ve c ostumes whi c h f.\re 

r,wc mxr ani e cl viith the me s t enormous s :i.z e and. r i clicul oufJ sht='-J)ed. t h i ng 

for a hat tl1a t you can imag j_n e . I t l lt1Ll{. they r,1<.c:ke ·che hat of suc h 

mat er·ial o.s lms :.. e t s are rn.mh.tfacturecl f rom tn the :::Jtat es . 'l'he onJ.;y· 

th i nt;; I e a n c om:oc.r e Ll1e ha t to 1n the co,rer to a · n.s}-e t v.r it.h E.', smal l 

Cl1l1o l a a.t - :~.he to:r-- '~L'h e IndJ .[\l1S co barehea · .. e el mo~Jt l;y- ancl ar e c on-
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stfmtly ~)j_c}: il":.g uv the :Cr::""tgmcrrcs oJ f o od_ vrhicb. are t~~rovm :i. i:rlJo tJ.~ e 

st re ets . \ie were amuse d th:i.s Jnl.rn ·o_IT a y oung man who came into our 

off ice and. ·went irrto ot.n· slee:Qil:J.{~ room EJ,n(.l. ta:tci.:ng n coli.,· le of ' bo tt l es 

which '!I 'Te -l.:;lJeTe 'H i th strinG ,_.rounc1 tt.e :neck of' them he trie d. a long 

t ime to yn1t them on h:i s feet thj n1d.ng they vre:r·e boots . fLe .'TEW final -

l y r:wco,illllO Cl.ated vri t.h a boot vrhJd1 he -}u.t on the vrronc foot ancL an old 

shoe for the ot her fo ot and Vamose d a s the is here . 

h i m :ou11 a:fter hav i ns :pu.t his toe 1nto the month o:r tLe bottle . Te ll 

Fred n ut to ~-ar bottles for boots ! I should lik:e t o hr:tve yon f:J,l l 

h ere if I c Olild. fo-., tl"l.e ElC enes ;you v.'ould enj o:,.. . iYFt on the ot_1er 

·before the e;;-cs of tl1e yc'l.J.ne; . :r: cl.o net feel so..t:tsfiecl. i .-it.h the 

m1.nintm:·c o f :Fre el ancJ. Lm.ra J io.r i a ancl. vrhen you have an o:pportun·i ty I 

I have 

written a long J.etter to fat~er uhjch I shRll send at the same time 

I do . ·u T tli.i:cil< e Y·T ill see 

t.l:w:c you ai'e S"LFJ~Jlied.. Tell Con s:L!.J. Oll.ver to vrr:Lt;e me )':md ·: vr:i..ll 

t=U.lSVH';:i' hi.m . Give n~r rcs::_)ects to GO'\).r>i.n Juutin . :<.nd. te ll h:i.r:J. that I 

should. lJe :i.rd:;eTe~,;ted by e, l etter from htil . f:i.nnl l y l'8E1Dnt'\Jcr me to 

i.nc1 •11hi le :1. t E:ebl!lS ~~est on some ~l.C -

counts that we should be de~rived of the enjorment of erch other ' s 

the :fact the.t I am so well s 8.tj_s:fiecl to rcme,:i.n here co:t1.tenLed. for 

y-onr a~1Cl. I Eto .. y :::w,y our seeming :.t-:'uture ' e:(lefi.t . at the same Lime I 

s.h:,_ll encJ_eav·or to :kec~• my c ommunj_es.t ions UTJ and. ho11e you VJill clo the 

SB.J.ne . \vrj_te Itle o.t e1.rei·y mo.i.l--
I am 

Your .hu.s·ban l 
i.~rs . Ju.lia I .nn ~oJcor , 1:iei···i(t.en , H. Ii . J. ohn ~~ • I~ . _;El,. ::er 
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Kj_ns t h e babe for me a:nd learn r1:i.rn to c::1.ll p~)a . I suvpose he vrj.Jl 

be q~o.i-G e a bo;>r vrhen I see h:im u.,c;ain . ~'el l Hannah to ·bn :::1, ;~co d_ :~· 1r1 

and. :Lf EllJe Wt'J.nts o, .tms·r)f'tnd she c an ob·\1a in one Old; here vrith t.1:H3 g olo. 

to boo t the br.:1,rge.:l.n -- 1i'e ll Oliver tlw.t for m;;r :farnil;r r s iJe;Jefit I 

wis 'l him ·co reJt1a.i:n. vtlw:co he ts . Iiut j.f' he vras .b.ere he CCl! .. hl. ~:w -

currrul.ate s. :~) rO}lert~r in 8. short tt.me . '.L;el.l h:i.n to wr i. te me a Jetcer. 
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