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The Passing of Ross Hanna (1922-2014) 

Ross Erwin Hanna, last surviving grandchild 
of John Muir died in Dixon on June 10, 

2014. Born in San Francisco on October 20, 
1922, Hanna was the youngest of six children 
born to Annie Wanda Muir-Hanna and Thomas 
Rae Hanna. The Hannas lived on the family 
property in Martinez during Ross's youth. 

A graduate of Alhambra High School in Mar
tinez, Ross loved music and became an accom
plished trumpet player in high school, partici
pating regularly in the Pacific Grove summer 
band camp. Ross planned to become a profes
sional musician and began a degree in music at 
Modesto Junior College, playing professionally 
for about a year, a few times with Dave Brubeck, 
who was a student at Pacific. 

After Pearl Harbor, Ross joined the U. S. 
Navy. After the war he started over at Pacific as 
a freshman, switching his degree to business 
and was the only non-music major in Phi Mu 
Alpha fra
ternity. 
While at a 
dance at 
Pacific, he 
met his fu
ture wife, 
Gladys Sto
even, who 
earned her 
music de
gree and 
teaching 
credential 
in 1947. 
They mar
ried in 1949 
and moved 
to Dixon, 

Ross Hanna & Bill Swagerty, 2004 

where the Stoevens were in the meat business. 
Ross remained in that industry for thirty-one 
years, applying his business acumen while con
tinuing to play trumpet in the Phabulous Phire
house Philharmonic Dixieland band and direct
ing a local choir. 

Known as "Music Man" in the community, 
Ross was named Dixon Citizen of the Year and 
was on the Board of Directors of the John Muir 
Association in the 1990s. He was instrumental 
in the transfer of the John Muir Papers to Pacific 
in 1970 and remained a strong supporter of the 

Muir Center's events, attending every sympo
sium since the early 1990s and meeting classes 
from Pacific at John Muir National Historic Site 

Ross Hanna's Phi rehouse Philharmonic Band 

on annual field trips. In February, 2005, he 
brought his band from Dixon to commemorate 
the launch of the John Muir California State 
Quarter, and despite declining health, he came 
to commemorate his grandfather's centennial 
legacy in March, 2014. 

Ross is survived by Gladys, sons Hal Hanna 
and Michael Hanna Muir, daughter Lynne Lin
coln and their families. A celebration of his life 
was held at the Methodist Church in Dixon this 
past June 21. 

Gladys & Ross Hanna 



Pearl Piper (1923-2014) 
A remembrance by W. R. Swagerty 

Pearl Estelle ~iper died at age ninety here in 
Stockton th1s past August. When I joined 

Pacific's faculty in the fall of 2001, the first per
son to greet me at the University was Pearl 
Piper, who had already worked more than sixty 
years, forty-six of them full time, at the Univer
sity. When I mentioned that my mother, 
Eunice Thomas-Swagerty, attended Pacific in 
1946-7, she asked to see a photo and recalled 
the girl from New Mexico who wore brown and 
white saddle shoes even while riding a horse or 

playing 
the cello. 
That was 
my mom 
alright. 

John 
Muir Cen
ter was 
Pearl's 
third 
home at 
the uni
versity. In 

Pearl Piper in 1989 the 1940s, 
Photo Courtesy of Holt Atherton Special Collections 

while a student, she worked for President 
Robert Burns and later full time for Les Med
ford as Secretary of Admissions. Upon her offi
cial retirement in 1986, Pearl was honored with 
Pacific's highest accolade, the Order of Pacific, 
seldom given to staff, and only to those who 
have promoted Pacific's goals and given service 
beyond regular business or office hours. Pearl 
did all of this, volunteering to help with confer
ences, mailing, registrations, the newsletter, 
and much more. She helped former Center di
rector Ronald Limbaugh with day-to-day opera
tions from 1989 to 1999 and continued to vol
unteer after I assumed the directorship in 2001. 

Born in the Bay area, Pearl moved to Stock
ton with her late husband Roy E. Piper, Jr., 
who owned and operated a bakery. According 
to her son, Kenneth Piper, Pearl never went a 
day without basking in the sun and having a 
donut at a local bakery. She was also an avid 
car enthusiast and took pride in being able to 
take dictation in shorthand. Ever the optimist, 
she brightened the lives of those around her 
and never complained of being overworked, un
derpaid, or stressed. 

Pearl saved Muir Center's endowment funds 
when a former dean tried to transfer these to 

PAGE 1 1 

another department. Without hesitation, she 
went to the Finance Center and started her own 
investigation, ultimately putting enough pressure 
on administration to restore the designated 
funds. 

As her health and hearing declined, we seldom 
saw Pearl in the last years of her life, but Muir 
Center continues to benefit from her skills at or
ganization and her commitment to Pacific. She 
will not be forgotten. 

She is survived by son Kenneth Piper, daugh
ter Cathy Everson and five grandchildren, as well 
as eight great-grandchildren. 
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THE JOHN MUIR CENTER 

The John Muir Center promotes the 
study of John Muir and environmental
ism at the University of the Pacific and 
beyond. 

Center Objectives 

As one of California's most important 
historical figures, John Muir (1838-
1914) was a regional naturalist with 
global impact. His papers, housed in 
the library's Holt-Atherton Special Col
lections, are among the University's 
most important resources for scholarly 
research. 

Recognizing the need both to encour
age greater utilization of the John Muir 
Papers by the scholarly community, 
and the need to promote the study of 
California and its impact upon the 
global community, the John Muir 

Center was established in 1989 with 
the following objectives: 

• To foster a closer academic rela
tionship between Pacific and the 
larger community of scholars, 
students and citizens interested 
in regional and environmental 
studies. 

• To provide greater opportunities 
for research and publication by 
Pacific faculty and students. 

• To offer opportunities for out-of
classroom learning experiences. 

• To promote multi-disciplinary 
curricular development. 

Phone: 209.946.2527 
Fax: 209.946.2318 
E-mail: wswagerty@pacific.edu 


