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PREFACE

The writer was born into a Methodist family; his father
is a Methodist clergyman; therefore his assoclation with the
llethodist Church and interest in Methodist activities date
from boyhood., Consequently when Professor Owen C, Coy approved
a topic of Methodist educational efforts in California for the
study in the coufse History 2l6ab, California, it was with
real relish that the research was attempted,

The aim of this paper was to obtaln as rmch informetion
relative to the schools and colleges established by the
Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church,
éouth, both now united into the Methodist Church, as was
possible., The results of the study are spotty at best; in
some instances considerable information was available on cer-
tain institutions, in others only the mention of the existence
of a particular institution was found. Though the paper is
the result of the reading and search of one academic year much
more could be done to run down all of the threads of informa-
tion obtained and turn up other threads not thus far found.
The conference records of the two churches were a valuable
fund of informastion; county and regional histories for the
most part proved disappointing for when educational institu-
tions were mentioned the denomination, for some unknown reason,
was not disclosed, It is a pilty that thorough research his-
tories of all parts of this State could not be drawn up cn the
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pattern of Professor Coy's Humboldt Bay Region.

It was felt that the most logical manner of organizing
this paper would be to present: first, a brief resumé of the
earllest educational activities of the inhabitants of
California; second, to discuss the two largest Methodist insti-
tutions which have survived to the present day; third, to note
the other schools and colleges established by the conferences
of the Methodist Church; and finally, to record a few brief
conclusions regarding Methodist education in California,

When the people called Methodists came to this new
land of California they brought with them definite ideas of
their duty to provide Christian education not only to the
youth of their own denomination, but to the youth of the new
land as a whole., There has been an attempt to present in
this study some of the outstanding results of the burning
desire of those Methodist educational pioneers.
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CHAPTER III

COLLEGE OF THE PACIFIC

With the advent of American control of California came
a desire on the part of many of the inhablitants for American
educational institutions, which was followed almost immediately
by the demand for the formation of an institution of college
grade, "California had become a part of the Union in 1850,
with less than 100,000 inhabitants, but before this time hed
occurred much discussion regarding the establishment of a

university."l

Early discussion. Discussion on the part of the

Methodists crystallized in the form of correspondence between
Isaac Owen and Dr. Durbin of the Methodist Episcopal head-
quarters in the east in the year 1850; Dr., Durbin advised Owen
of the necessity of an institution of higher learning in the
new field. Owen's background suited him well for the task of
beginning Methodist higher education in California; he had
served as agent for Indiana Asbury University (De Pauw Univer-
gity) and had obtained a large amount as the first endowment
of that college. Bishop Taylor, at the end of the century
wrote of Owen, pralsing him in the highest terms for the work

A Charles F, Thwing, Hiétogz of Higher Education in
America, 214,
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he had done at Asbury and his interest in the founding of the
college in California,

Isaac Owen was considered in hls day the greatest
beggar in America., . . o Merchants have told me that
when they saw Owen coming they hastened to shake his
hand and say, !'How much money will you have today
from my concern? Here are ten dollars, Mr., Owen;
you don't need to state the case,!

In the wonderful progress of Asbury (DePauw) and
of the University of the Pacific the man who under
God laid the foundations of both is mainly unknown
to the pressnt gegeration, but God 'will remember
him in that day.'

Isaac Owen had become the presiding elder and Professor
Edward Bamnister had been assigned to operate an educational
institution by the Oregon and California Mission Conference
in 1850, In January 1851 a conference met at San José with
the intention of forming such an institution, Marian Broderick
quotes reports of Owen to Dr, Durbin and to William Roberts
which indicate the difficulties presented in the establishment
of Californla Wesleyan College., To Dr, Durbin he wrote,

The committee on Education met at my house on the
24th (of June evidently) and proceeded to locate
our contemplated Unlversity at Santa Clara in the
San José Valley. . . . The committee appointed
Brother Bannister, C. P. Hester, and myself a com=
mittee to secure a Charter and we have already
comnenced our work. We have $27,500 toward the
Endowment and over $1,000 for bullding purposes
and about 50 acres of land for the University
Campus., We expect to proceed to erect ope or more
buildings between this and October next.

2 William Taylor, Story of My Life, 120,

S Marian Broderick, "Methodist Episcopal Church on the
Pacific Slope,"™ 78.
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In his Annual Report to Roberts he stated, with rela-
tion to the difficulty in obtaining a charter,
[the] supreme court who alone 1s authorized
to grant charters, decided that they had no power
to grant a charter for a University.
In addition to the endowmment funds there have
been sultable grounds adjacent Santa Clara obtained

for the College Campas and abuzt eleven hundred
dollars for bullding purposes,

Establisiment, One month later, on July 29, 1851, Owen
wrote again to Dr. Durbin,

Since our last, we have succeeded in obtaining a
charter for owr institution. We could not get a
University charter as was desired, for the reason,
the Statute of California has not made a provision
for a University charter, But our College Charter
has University power and privileges. And we only
failed in the name not the thing. . . . We_hope
to get one recitation room by October next,®

The first decade. The name first given to the school

was California Wesleyan College, but one year later, in 1851,
1t was changed to University of the Pacific. Though offers of
land had been received from Santa Clara, Vallejo and San José,
it was decided to bulld in Santa Clara. The work began in
September 1851 in San José but, as soon as the buildings were
completed in Santa Clara, the institution was transferred

4 Broderick, Methodist Episcopal Church on the Pacific
SIOPQ," 78.

g Loc., cit.
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there in the spring of 1852, Edward Bannister was the prin-
cipal; he was assisted by Mrs, Bannister in the operation of
the lnstitutlion. Prominent in the list of the first Board

of Trustees were Isaac Owen and William Taylor. Isaac Owen,
who had shipped to Califormnia about two thousand dollars worth
of books and with them founded the Methodist Book Concern in
San Francisco, wrote with relation to the University of the
Pacific in his diary, "The future ias not very flattering., If
something 1is not done soon our educational interests on this
coast will not amount to muchl”6 It would seem apparent that
money in those days would be readily available for such activi-
ties; the history of the University of the Pacific does not
indicate such a conclusion, however, for the record of the

men interested in its operation and the reports of the Conmittee
on Education at the Annual Conference clearly show the almost
continual financial difficulties in which the institution
found itself,

Martin C. Briggs was elected to the presidency of thé
University of the Pacific and his election was confirmed by
the Annual Conference of the Methodist Eplscopal Church in
1854.7 He became thereby the first president of the

6 william W, Ferrter, Ninety Years of Education in
California, 190.

7 Methodist Eplscopal Chnrch, California Annual
Conference, Minutes, 1854, 19,
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institution and was destined to serve for two years in that
capacity. He had come to California in 1850 and as editor of
the California Christian Advocate had been instrumental in

preventing division of the state into slave and non-slave
section, with the admission of the slave section into the
Confederacy., He had previously served as one of the trustees
of the University. In 1854 a brick bullding was completed in
order to provide space for the growing school; the construc-
tion, however, embarrassed the school financially for the
endowient they had ohtained had been utilized and they found
themselves in debt, Isaac Owen's ability as a "beggar" was
taxed to the utmost to replace the endowment, They had_a
practice of offering scholarships for the subscriptions by
meens of which they obtained money to pay for the bullding;
these scholarships were presented at the next session of the
school which reduced their tultion income greatly causing them
further difficulty, The instructoral personnel as well as the
administration served for years at the most pitiful salaries;
i1f 1t had not been for the devotion of the professors, the
president, the minlsters, and the few lay friends in the
Conference the University might well have gone the way of many
like institutions in those first few years, Methodist educa-
tional enterprisqs had expanded in the flrst decade following
California's admission to thq Union; it had overexpanded and
many of the Institutlons founded or taken under the patronage

of the Conference were forced to close their doors. The
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Annual Conference of 1860 recorded that the University of the
Pacific was the only education interest it controllod,8 at
the same time a committee was appointed to locate no more
than four academic schools (of secondary level evidently):;

no financial responsibility could be incurred however.g

The next three decades. A colleglate institute for

young women had been added to the University and it proved
to be the most profitable venture undertaken; for, while the
scholarships were offered to the young men of the community,
the young women usually pald for their instruction., Bammister,
who had acted as the first Principal of the school, returned
in 1861 as the President.

The name "University of the Pacific* was retained until
1911 though the school had never risen above the size of a
college and had not aspired to larger size, To be sure a
medical department had been located in San Francisco in 1859,10
which later was to become a medical college in its own right,

Though the Minutes of the Anmual Conference stated that
the University would not be moved in 1863, for Santa Clara

was quite accessible and would be even more so as soon as the

8 Methodist Episcopal Church, California Annual Confer-
ence, 1860, Minutes, 36,

¥ IThad,, 40, .
Sl Anthony, Fifty Years of Methodism, 81,
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rallroads had been completod,11 it was moved to a new locality
between Santa Clara and San José, called College Park in 1866,
By 1872 an endowment plan had been decided upon by the Con~
ference; an endowment was ralised, only the interest of which
was turned over to the trustees, in order that the initial
money might not be diverted from its intended purpose.

Approximgtely thirty thousand dollars were

subscribed, the greater paert of it by the members
ggdtggecggreggn::.thsi; aeggzzggh::g ﬂg:ogin::terg
ym [ 81Ty,

The first class of the University had graduated ten
students, five men and five women, in 1858, By 1888 thirty-
one graduating classes had passed through the portals or the
school, totaling two hundred and ninety-three graduates, The
total attendance in that year was four lmmdred and sixty-four.,
The University was well on the road to becoming an established
institution in California and known throughout the country as
a strong bastion of Methodism on the Pacific Coast,

Dr, A, S, Gibbons, who had served as professor of
mathematics beginning in 1854, became president in 1857 for
two years and served in the latter capaclity again for five
yesrs between 1862 and 1867. Another early president deserving

of mention was Dr. Thomas H. Sinex, who like many of the early

11 Methodist Eplscopal Church, California Annmual Con-
ference, 1863, Minutes, 32, .

15 Ferrier, Ninety Years of Education in California, 191.




20

Methodists pioneers in California had graduated from Indiana
Asbury University (De Pauw University)., He was president from
1867 until 1872 and then served as a professor of the school
for many years following his resignation as president; his
strength as a trustee of the institution was thoroughly
utilized for a long period of time.l5

The self-sacrifice of the personnel at the University
and the ministers of the Conference evidenced their absolute
determination to establish on the west coast an institution
of higher learning which would rival any of the older Methodist
colleges of the east. The State Normal School at San José and
Stanford University had become rivals of the University in the
California field; it was felt, however, that the need for a
religious institution was more than sufficiently great to
maintain the University; it did pass through a number of
extremely lean years as a result of the competition of the
other two schools and the emergence of the University of

California at Berkeley as the largest of the California colleges.

The merger with Napa College. In the early 1890's it

became apparent to the members of the Conference that Methodist
educational activity had become overexpanded again, In the
1860's Napa Collegiate Institute had been founded by

9 Ferrier, Ninety Ybafa'gg Education in Californias,

1g2,
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We Se Turner, who turned the school over to the Conference
rather than sell 1t to the Catholics, It had grown through
the years and had changed its name to Napa College; it was
intended that it should become a training ground for students
who wlished to continue their work at the University. Instead
of a preparstory institution 1t became toward the end of the
1880's a competitor to the University and the movement for
merger of the two schools took a prominent part in the con-
slderations of the Committee on Education of the Annual Con-
ference. The Minutes of the Conference indicate in 1892 the
necessity of unification and suggested a college office to be
maintained in San Francisco, with both schools retaining their
own localitles but under one hea.dship.l4 Two years later the
plan was thought impractical and the consensus was that the
Conference should contain 1ts efforts to a single educational
institution, which should be the University of the Pacific,
Dr, Beard who had been the president of Napa, moved to the
Unlversity and became 1ts president in 1894; he too was a

graduate of Indiana Asbury.

The turn of the century. The turn of the century again

found the University in dire financial straits, which had
plagued it since its inception. The movement for raising funds,

1% Methodist Episcopal Church, California Annual Con-
ference, 1892, Minutes, 55,
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however, met with real success and the school endowment moved
above the one hundred thousand mark; The majority of the
students were not in the college section of the University; of
the two mmdred and seventy-five students one hundred and

nineteen were in the acadeny,

The twentieth century, The end of the first decade of

the twentieth century found more non-Methodist students than
Methodists. In 1911 the name of the school was changed from
the University of the Pacific to the College of the Pacific
which was more in keeping with its intended funct:!.on.15

In 1920 President Tully C., Knowles, who had come from
The University of Southern California, was inaugurated. .He
served as the administrative head of the inatitution from that
time until the present., He has now become the Chancellor of
the College and has turned over the administrative reins to
Robert Burns, who acted as his assistant for many years.

The years 1922 and 1924 were outstanding in the develop-
ment of the College of the Pacific, In cooperation with a
national Methodist drive for educational funds in 1922 the
efforts in California, directed basically toward the College
of the Pacific, were crowned with real success. The City of

Stockton pledged six hundred thousand dollars for the campalgn;

15 Methodist Episcopal.Church, California Annual Con-
ference, 1911, Minutes, 94,
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accompanying this was an offer of forty acres of land in the
vicinity of the town.
The goal was reached four minutes to midnight

on the day flixed for the closing of the movement--

June 29, 1922=~and all Callifornie Methodism began to

be jubilant.15
The College was granted an endowment and found itself for the
first time resting upon solid financial foundations., The
College was to be relocated in Stockton; in 1923 work commenced
on the new campus and by September of 1924 the oldest institu-
tion of higher learning in the state opened in the new locality.

Though in the earlier years the competition of the Uni-

versity of California, Stanford University and the other large
colleges and universities of the State had caused conslderable
worry for the administration and trustees, there is no doubt
that in California there was and still is a real need for a
Christian college. Nearly one hundred years ago the founda-
tions for this Methodist college were laid in San José; the
road it had travelled through the latter half of the nine-
teenth century and the first half of the twentieth was by no
meens easy, but the devotion to Christian ideals indicated by
the staff of the college, the members of the Conference, as
well as the lay friends of the institution were sufficient to
carry it through its darkest days and established it as one

of the strongest Christian institutions on the Pacific coast.

16 rerrier, Ninety Years of Education in California, 198.

°
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of the College and the total registration had dwindled to

sixty-four, In 1908 the Conference indicated that it might
be continued as a junlor college and contemplated transfer .

fa The College

of the property to California Junior College.
struggled along for a few years longer and then closed its
doors; in 1922 the remainder of the fund, which was formed
from the sale of the property was given to the Epworth Univer-
gity Church in Berkeley 1n order to ald the work of that
institution which was serving the students at the University

53
of California,
XIII. NAPA COLLEGE (NAPA COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE)

In 1862 a school which had been in operation for a short
time previously, an entirely local academic institution, was
taken by Reverend W. S. Turner and called the Napa Collegiate
Institute.s4 That year Reverend Turner offered the school to
the Methodist Episcopal Conference for its patronage, which
the Conference accepted but with the provision that ", . . the
Conference shall be held to no pecuniary responsibility in the

58
case," It was continued on a private basis with Turner the

52 Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Pacific Confer-
ence, Minutes, 1908, 29 ff,

B Ferrier, Ninety Years of Education in California, 254.

54 pnthony, Fifty Years of Methodism, 87.

55 Methodist Episcopal Church, California Conference,
Minutes, 1862, 35.



70

operating and financlal head for six years, at which time he
had to relinquish control because of ill health. "I presented
the school to the Californla Conference rather than take a good
price for 1t from the Catholics, who were anxious to buy it of

."56

me In 1870 the school was offered to the Conference again

and a conmittee was appointed to secure the property for the
Conference in order to open 1ts own seminary there.57 During
that year the school opened but did not come under the
pﬁtronage of the Conference until the following year, with
the provision that it should be definitely preparatory and

in no way compete with the University of the Pacific and that
the Conference would accept no financial responsibility for
the 1nst1tution.58 Trustees for the Institute were appointed
by the Conference at the same time that it was taken under the
patronage of the Church, By 1879 the institution had assets

of $40,000 snd an indebtedness of $11,470; too, there were

56 Ferrier, Ninety Years of Education in California, 194,
quoting a statement made by Reverend Turner some years later.

57 Methodist Eplscopal Church, California GConference,
I\Iinutes’ 1870, 19.

58 1pid., 1871, 21, Perhaps the statement by the
Conference as to the appointment of the committee to secure
the property gave rise to the statement in Anthony, Fift
Years of lMethodism, 87, which was copied by Ferrier, net
Years of Education in California, 194, that the Institute
was taken under the patronage of the Conference in 1870, and
the statement in the California Christian Advocate, 75, 55,
September 16, 1926, that the Colleglate Lnstitute was founded

in 18%0.
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ninety students in the preparatory department and the advanced

¢ In spite of the requirement

academic department had sixty.5
of the Conference that the Institute should not compete with
the University of the Pacific, the friends of the institution
had other ideas and continued its expansion to include more
and more teaching of a higher level, In 1885 the name was
changed to Napa College;eo the following year it entered upon
a period of expansion which ralsed it definitely to the status
of a college in direct violation of the directives of the
Conference.61 Great advances were made by Napa College under
the able direction of President J, N, Beard, who had graduated
from Indiana Asbury, and hgd taken over the administration of
the College in 1887.62 |

The Conference was having difficulty enough supporting
one institution of college grade and the movement to unify the
two colleges grew rapidly, In 1892 a recommendgtian was proe-
gsented to the Conference that the two institutions be unified;
that the business offices should be located in San Francisco;
that the two institutions should maintain their present loca-

tions; and that the name of the consolidated school should be

59 Ferrier, Ninety Years of Education in California, 194.
60

California Christian Advocate, 75:55, September 15,

1926.

51 Anthony, Fifty Years of Methodism, 88,

62 perrier, Ninety Years of Education in California, 194.
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63

University of the Paciflic. That recommendation was later
held to be impractical in 1893 and the following year the
recormendation to close Napa College and merge it with the
University of the Pacific was accepted. The College was
closed and Dr, Beard became the president of the University

of the Pacific,
XIV, GERMAN INSTITUTE, MARYSVILLE

In the basement of the German Methodist Episcopal
Church in Marysville the German Institute was established
in 1865 or slightly before that time.s4 Ge A. Bollinger, a
member of the German Mission Quarterly Conference, was
appointed by the Ammual Conference as Principal of the school

2 Mention continued to be made of the school and

in 1865.6
of the principal for three years thereafter; no mention was
made in 1868 or in the Minutes of the Conferences following
that of the school; Bollingert!s name appears frequently,

however, at various assigmments,

XV. WILSON COLLEGE

In 1874 the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, took

63 Methodist Episcopal Church, CaliforniaAConference,
Minutes, 55.

64 pnthony, Fifty Years: of Methodism, 87.

49 Methodist Eplscopal Church, California Conferencs,



	Methodist Education in California (College of the Pacific & Napa College)
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1692898583.pdf.5ENJx

