University of the Pacific

Scholarly Commons
Interactions

Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and Health
Sciences

1-1-2017

Interactions 2017
Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/interactions
Recommended Citation
Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences, "Interactions 2017" (2017). Interactions. 9.
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/interactions/9

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences at Scholarly Commons. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Interactions by an authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons. For more information, please contact
mgibney@pacific.edu.

INTERACTIONS
2017 ALUMNI MAGAZINE

A Passion for Helping Others | 12

DEAN'S MESSAGE

DEAN’S LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

“When students apply for
post-graduate placements or
jobs straight out of school,
these rich experiences
highlight their leadership
ability, creativity and
academic curiosity.”

Michael Bailey ’74

Jeff Jellin ’74

Kathy Castona-Hoover

Elizabeth Johnson ’87

Robert Chan ’77

Mike Miller

Tony Chan ’77

Michael A. Pastrick ’73

Ron Clerico

Denis “Jeff” Ramirez ’74

Perry Cohen ’77, ’78

Jon Roth

Randell “RJ” Correia ’81

Papatya Tankut

Michael Coughlin

Robert Vaughan

Rebecca Cupp

Rolin “Ron” Wade ’78, ’81

Carl Franklin

Stan Weisser

Royce Friesen ’65

William Yee ’83

Charles Green ’68

Richard Yong ’92

Clark H. Gustafson ’66
ENTREPRENEURIAL BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Robert Bagdasarian ’74

Mike Miller

Gurpartap Basrai ’77

Robert Nickell ’81

Vincent Cardinale ’71

David Neu

Randell “RJ” Correia ’81

Mike Quick

Charles Green ’68

Jeff Sharkey

Clark H. Gustafson ’66

John Tilley

Kenneth Harlan ’75

David Wilcox ’79

Brian Komoto

Douglas Wilcox ’74

William Masotti ’66

Scott Workman ’81

INDUSTRIAL ADVISORY BOARD
John Barr

O

ne of the truly exceptional aspects of the pharmacy and
health sciences student experience is the incredible
dedication of the faculty. Our faculty members are committed to
creating a student-centered learning environment where students
can reach their full potential. Throughout this issue of Interactions,
you will find examples of how our faculty members are passionate
about helping each student to differentiate themselves.
The University prides itself on encouraging research opportunities
where students work alongside faculty. Both sides benefit
from the exchange of ideas — faculty offer expertise and
experience, while students bring enthusiasm and new ways of
approaching complex health care issues. This year, our students
presented their research at more than a dozen state and national
professional meetings. When students apply for post-graduate
placements or jobs straight out of school, these rich experiences
highlight their leadership ability, creativity and academic curiosity.
One of the distinctive features of Pacific’s doctor of pharmacy
program is the Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experience program.
For more than six decades, we have cultivated a robust network
of preceptors that stretches across California. To get a sense
of the doors that these clinical experiences can unlock, in this
issue we have highlighted Regional Coordinator Sachin A. Shah,
PharmD, associate professor of pharmacy practice, who works
with students at Travis Air Force Base.
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Bret Berner
In March, the Department of Physical Therapy presented the
Sanderson Lecture at University of the Pacific, featuring keynote
speaker Bennet Omalu, MD. Students from across the University
came to listen and learn about the long-term implications of
head trauma.
Dr. Omalu is known for his research on chronic traumatic
encephalopathy, a neurodegenerative disease believed to result
from repetitive brain trauma. His story is chronicled in the book
“Concussion” and the film by the same name starring Will Smith.
In his address at Pacific, Dr. Omalu stressed the dangers of
children participating in contact sports, emphasizing that each
head injury could cause permanent brain damage.
The event highlighted the numerous ways our students can
engage with Pacific’s vibrant and diverse community – a
community that represents a wide range of disciplines, from the
health sciences to the humanities, from athletics to the arts. The
experiences students have on campus, through outreach events
and in their clinical experiences, enrich their education and
expose them to interdisciplinary collaboration.
In his book, “The Professor’s Tumor,” Michael Susca, PhD,
CCC-SLP, BRS-FD, associate professor of speech-language
pathology, stresses the importance of attending to the “essence
of the individual.” At Pacific, we are dedicated to developing the

essence of the individual of each of our students. We believe
that supporting both the personal and professional growth of
our students helps them become highly knowledgeable and
compassionate clinicians. It fills me with pride to know that our
students and alumni are engaged in helping patients live healthier
lives here in the Central Valley, throughout the state, across the
nation and around the world.

Simon Chin

Sincerely,

Norm Kobayashi ’70, ’73

Gary Cleary
Jeffrey Cleland
John Hearst
Ruhong Jiang
Brian Johnston
Stephen Kirnon

Pasit Phiasivongsa ’98, ’02
Sanjeev Redkar
Robert Reed
Nirmal Saini
Scott Smith
Cynthia Stevenson
Bram Surjadinata ’94
Guo-Liang Yu
D. Tony Zhang

PHYSICAL THERAPY LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Phillip R. Oppenheimer, PharmD
Dean, Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

Parley Anderson ’03

Kerry L. Krueger ’06

Virtu Arora

Peter D. Morelli ’74

Kimberly (Howard) Colón ’03 Brandon Nan ’09
Kevin A. Hicks

Joseph B. Serra

Peter Hohenthaner ’01, ’04

WAYS YOU CAN CONNECT WITH STUDENTS
— Become a mentor
— Attend events
— Supervise students at a
health fair
— Volunteer with your
alumni association

— Serve as a guest speaker
— Become a preceptor or
clinical instructor
— Support a scholarship
— Contribute to the annual
giving fund

CONNECT WITH US
facebook.com/PacificPaHSAlumni
@PacificPaHSAlum
pacificpahsalum.org
pacific.edu/phs
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A Passion for Helping Others
Sachin Shah, PharmD, associate professor of pharmacy practice and
regional coordinator for Travis Air Force Base, creates opportunities for
pharmacy students to stand out as leaders and innovators.

Tell us what you think of Interactions magazine by completing a
short survey. Go to bit.ly/interactionssurvey2017
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Back cover: The high-fidelity simulation lab is
a hands-on learning environment that prepares
students to work in an acute care setting.

EDITOR’S NOTE We deeply regret and sincerely apologize for incorrectly identifying
Peter E. Koo ’92, PharmD, as a passing member of the Pacific family in the 2016 edition of
Interactions. It was our error and we take full responsibility. The error was a result of a press
release regarding the passing of another Peter Koo who also was a pharmacist and whose son
was a graduate of the School. We also extend our apologies to his family and friends for any
distress or inconvenience caused by our mistake.

By the Numbers

Learn about how our
individualized, faculty-led
experiential learning programs,
combined with the support of a
powerful alumni network, lead to
student success.

20

The Professor's
Aphasia

Professor turned patient, Michael
Susca, PhD, CCC-SLP, BCS-F,
associate professor of speechlanguage pathology, shares his
experience with aphasia.
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What They
Left Behind

Our doctor of physical
therapy students helped
develop a protocol for
identifying brain tumors in
resource-limited Malawi.

22

The Audiologist Can
Hear You Now

Personal experience with
hearing loss inspired Jacob
Blaschko-Iveland ’19 and Monika
Sharma ’18 to pursue careers
in audiology.
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Student Success

Equals Improved Patient Care

T

he foundation of the Pacific experience is our student-centered
learning environment. We believe that by supporting the
personal and professional growth of each student, we prepare them
to lead with purpose in the classroom and in their careers. When
students lead purposeful lives, they become successful health care
professionals who help advance their profession and give back to
their communities.
Leading with Purpose: The Campaign for University of the Pacific
will help shape the next generation of health care professionals, who
will touch and transform the communities they serve.

We believe that by supporting
the personal and professional
growth of each student, we
prepare them to lead with
purpose in the classroom
and in their careers.
Mamoun M. Alhamadsheh, PhD, associate professor of pharmaceutics and medicinal chemistry, and Wabel Albusairi ’17, PhD conduct research.

A CULTURE OF EVER-READY INNOVATION

Innovative facilities prepare our graduates to be leaders in their profession
The School has a tradition of providing innovative and state-of-the-art facilities that enhance student engagement and learning. Our
campus is more than a collection of classrooms and offices, it is a place for building community and developing leadership skills. These
spaces provide a place where students can study, organize community health care clinics and network with peers and industry leaders.
Doctor of physical therapy student Mylinh Phan ’18 works with a community member during a balance clinic.

DRIVEN BY POSSIBILITY

Learning happens when students feel motivated and supported
The School’s academic support programs foster an educational environment where students can achieve academic excellence. Our
academic support programs focus on working individually with students to help them develop personal learning strategies. We are also
committed to helping our students engage with mentors. By connecting them to our powerful network, we prepare each student to be
successful academically and throughout their career.

UNWAVERING SUPPORT FOR PURPOSEFUL LIVES
By giving to the School you are investing in the future of health care
The University is committed to providing students with access to
opportunities that ensure they thrive personally and professionally.
Through the unwavering support of Pacific alumni and friends, the
School is able to provide scholarships to help students attain their
educational goals and professional aspirations. Scholarships reward
dedicated students and help attract outstanding students.
PLAN YOUR PACIFIC LEGACY

Is the School included in your estate plans?
Contact Nancy DeGuire to schedule your confidential
discussion today. To learn more about Estate and
Planned Giving, go to legacy.pacific.edu
Nancy L. DeGuire ’89, PharmD, FACA
Associate Dean for External Relations
209.946.2752
ndeguire@pacific.edu

Patrick Cawneen ’16, DPT, recipient of University of the Pacific Gregory
Bard, MD Endowed Scholarship in Physical Therapy, was recognized at
the Physical Therapy Graduation Banquet on May 19, 2017.

WAYS TO GIVE
There are several
ways to make a
tax-deductible gift.
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ONLINE

BY MAIL

OVER THE PHONE

To make a secure gift online,
visit bit.ly/givetopahs

To mail a pledge payment or donation, please
use the envelope included in this magazine.

To give by phone, please contact
Jen Flora at 209.946.2303
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By the Numbers

Scholarships Awarded in 2016–17
406,550

145

Doctor of Pharmacy

16,900

12

Pharmaceutical and
Chemical Sciences

8,950

5

Physical Therapy

44,250

16

Speech-Language Pathology

18,000

6

$

In February 1955, the School held its first class in Weber Hall. Our alumni have grown from an inaugural class of 16 students to a total
of over 11,000 alumni. Throughout our history, individualized, faculty-led experiential learning programs, combined with the support of a
powerful alumni network, have led to student success.

$

$

Pharmacy Practice Experience
Introductory Pharmacy Practice
Experience (IPPE) rotation sites
Advanced Pharmacy Practice
Experience (APPE) rotation sites
Total IPPE rotation hours
Total APPE rotation hours

214
336
300+

Total number of Clinical
Internship hours
Externship sites
Total number of
Externship hours

22
700
17

Rotation sites for Clinical
Internship I, II and III

36
80
105

Total number of Clinical
Internship hours

1,000

Total number of Clinical
Experience hours

Speech-Language Pathology
Internships
School Fieldwork placements
Medical Externship placements
Total School Fieldwork
placement hours
Total Medical Externship
placement hours
8

Redding

$

17

Chico

Travis
AFB

Sacramento

Palo Alto

31
31
450+
520+

ACTIVE
REGIONS

Stockton

San Francisco
San Jose/
Monterey

Modesto/
East Bay/
Sonora

Fresno

11,956
8,219

Bakersfield
Santa Barbara

Los Angeles/
San Fernando Valley
Inland Empire
Los Angeles/
Long Beach
San Diego

Student Organizations
Professional Pharmacy
Fraternities

PharmD

19

MS in Pharmaceutical
and Chemical Sciences

51

PhD in Pharmaceutical
and Chemical Sciences

761

Bachelors in SpeechLanguage Pathology

1,023

Masters in SpeechLanguage Pathology

761

Physical Therapy

Honor Societies
Student Organizations & Chapters
of Professional Organizations
Student Committees

1,122

SCHOLARSHIPS

494,650

$

AWARDED

Audiology

TOTAL NUMBER OF ALUMNI
FROM THE SCHOOL

1,850+

Physical Therapy Internships
Clinical Experience
rotation sites

Eureka

1,440+

Audiology Internships
Clinical Internship sites

$

184

Other degrees

The inaugural doctor of audiology class
will graduate in 2018.

Student Success Outcomes
DOCTOR OF PHARMACY

2nd

Pacific's skilled PharmD grads earn
second-highest salaries in the nation
according to 2017 SoFi report.

6th

Pacific ranks sixth nationally in
postgraduate year one residencies
for the American Society of
Health-System (ASHP) Resident
Matching Program.

DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY
3-Year Average for Graduating Cohort Years 2014, 2015 & 2016

94%
98%
100%

On-time graduation rate
Overall NPTE pass rate
Employment post licensure

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN
SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY
3-Year Average for Academic Years 2014-15, 2015-16 & 2016-17

100%
100%
96%

Employment rate in profession
within one year of graduation
Praxis exam passage rate
Program completion rate
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IMPACT OF THE ANNUAL FUND
Gifts to the School’s Annual Fund help advance the Pacific experience and enable deserving students to receive a Pacific education. The
fund also supports the dedicated and talented faculty who mentor our students. Every gift matters — together, they add up to support
financial aid, academics, research and other programs. Meet a few of the students and alumni whose Pacific experience was enriched by
the generous support of those who give to the Annual Fund. Use the enclosed envelope or give at bit.ly/givetopahs

Osagie Omoruyi ’19 attended the 2017 American Pharmacists Association –
Academy of Student Pharmacists (APhA-ASP) Etiquette Dinner:

Why Giving
Matters

“The etiquette dinner was a great opportunity to communicate with alumni, learn
about different areas of pharmacy and, most importantly, learn how one should
conduct themselves at a formal event. Now that I have gained these skills, I look
forward to being in future situations that will allow me to apply what I’ve learned.”

Hailey Kopps ’17 attended the Pacific Physical Therapy Alumni and Friends Reception
at the 2017 American Physical Therapy Association Combined Sections Meeting (CSM):

ALUMNI WHO LOOK TO THE FUTURE
by Susan E. Webster

T

he first experience Brandon Nan ’09, PT, DPT, CSCS had
with physical therapy sparked his interest in the profession
and set him on the path to becoming a clinician, business owner
and patron. Dr. Nan and Bobby Ismail ’94, PT, DPT are co-owners
of Golden Bear Physical Therapy and Sports Injury Center.

“We hope that we can provide awareness to entry-level doctors
of physical therapy of the passion and resources Golden Bear
provides,” Dr. Nan said. “First and foremost, we are physical
therapists and work in our community. We are also graduates of
UOP and feel that greatness comes from the program at UOP.”

They recently established an endowed scholarship to benefit
first- and second-year doctor of physical therapy (DPT) students.
The Golden Bear Physical Therapy Endowed Scholarship will be
matched one-to-one by the Powell Match. Through the legacy of
Bob and Jeannette Powell, the impact of their gift will be doubled.

Dr. Nan also gives back to Pacific by serving on the Pacific
Physical Therapy Leadership Council. “It keeps me engaged with
current affairs in physical therapy at the University,” he explained.

“We hope to establish a standard and passion for performing the
professional duties that we, as physical therapists, owe to the
communities we serve,” Dr. Nan explained. “In doing so, we will
establish how important our profession is to keep people in those
communities moving and enjoying the quality of life they deserve
and love.”
“This passion and responsibility will become increasingly
important as physical therapists gain recognition as premier and
primary health care professionals to address musculoskeletal,
neurological and many other movement disorders.”
Drs. Nan and Ismail are committed to reaching underserved
areas of the Central Valley. Golden Bear operates 11 clinics in
San Joaquin, Stanislaus and Merced counties. Their dedication
to serving their patients is matched by their support for the next
generation of physical therapists.
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Golden Bear is one of the clinical internship sites for Pacific’s
DPT students. From this vantage point, Dr. Nan can observe
what aspects of patient care students are well prepared for and
those that need further refinement. “The mission is to do all we
can to improve the program’s effect on incoming physical therapy
professionals,” he said.
SUPPORT STUDENT SUCCESS

Learn more about how you can contribute to an
endowed scholarship or establish a scholarship
that reflects what you are passionate about.
Or give today at bit.ly/givetopahs
Susan E. Webster
Director of Development
209.946.3116
swebster@pacific.edu

“I was inspired by the quality of current research, variety of content and the level of
passion I was surrounded by throughout our visit to CSM. I was overwhelmed by
the sense of community and dedication to professional growth. I stand alongside
14,000 others with something to offer the field of movement science. A memorable
interaction I had during the conference was when I talked with a Pacific alumnus and
learned about how important experiences like this are in his practice, several years
after graduation.”

Yifan Lu ’18 was awarded the Formurex, Inc. Travel Award and the Ravindra Vasavada
Pharmaceutics Graduate Student Endowed Scholarship:
“Your kindness and generosity will help me get more exposure to the pharmaceutical
knowledge from international conferences and has made a profound impact
on my life.”

Jennifer Elaine-Connsalvi Hodges ’16, ’17, MS was a recipient of the Janet Nimtz
Endowed Scholarship:
“Earning my way into University of the Pacific was one of the biggest and scariest
accomplishments of my life. Little did I know it was just the medicine I needed.
[…] I felt like an equally contributing member of group work. I also had intriguing
conversations with my incredible professors, who always took the time to explain a
topic or question me further to challenge my understanding. I came out of my Pacific
coursework more confident than ever!”
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A PASSION FOR

Helping Others

by Dua Her '09

T

he key to student success at Pacific is rooted in the teaching
and mentoring of faculty members like Sachin Shah, PharmD,
associate professor of pharmacy practice and regional coordinator for
Travis Air Force Base in Fairfield. Mentors often seek out opportunities
to offer others guidance and support because they themselves had
inspiring mentors.
“Since a young age, I was
attracted to a career in the
pharmaceutical industry,”
said Dr. S. Shah. A
summer internship at
Pfizer inspired him to
pursue postdoctoral
fellowship training.

“I believe that the high placement rate of
students in his region who received offers
of fellowships, residencies and positions in
industry and clinical hospitals speaks for his
mentorship and dedication to his students.”

“I was fortunate to do my
fellowship under Drs. C. Michael White and Craig Coleman at Hartford
Hospital and University of Connecticut,” he said. “That fellowship
was unique because it provided a well-rounded and robust platform
that would allow me to flourish in the pharmaceutical industry and
academic settings.”
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120
20

Pharmacy residents he
has overseen at Travis
Air Force Base

78

Posters presented by
Dr. S. Shah

83

Student contributors to
those posters

20

Students collaborated
on 17 manuscripts

7

Sachin Shah, PharmD, associate professor of
pharmacy practice, has a vision for student success that
goes beyond helping them become lifelong learners and
shaping them to be competitive fellowship or residency
applicants. He also helped create a postgraduate
training program.
This year, Dr. S. Shah partnered with Genentech to
launch Pacific’s Fellowship in Industry Program. They
accepted their first fellow, Kimberly Maiton ’17,
PharmD, who is completing a fellowship in health
innovation and outcomes. Other fellowship focus areas
include drug development and clinical research, and
medical affairs and drug information.
The goal of the program is to prepare fellows for a
career in the pharmaceutical industry by focusing
on developing leadership and communication skills.
The fellowship also will concentrate on cultivating the
fellow’s clinical skills while honing their expertise in their
area of interest.

Students were the first
author on a published
manuscript

While some of Dr. S. Shah’s colleagues went into the
pharmaceutical industry, he went into academia because he
enjoyed teaching and was attracted to “the research autonomy
and intrapreneurial environment it provided.”
Jeremy Lim ’12, PharmD completed his Advanced Pharmacy
Practice Experience rotation with Dr. S. Shah. “[He] consistently
pushed me to my full potential and encouraged me to think
critically,” Dr. Lim said. “He has a unique ability in identifying
areas that students struggle in and is able to customize his
teaching style to fit their needs.”
Dr. S. Shah’s individualized approach to his teaching has
helped many students secure postgraduate training. He was
instrumental in helping Dr. Lim secure a clinical development
fellowship with Rutgers Pharmaceutical Industry at Novartis
Pharmaceuticals Corp.
“He knew that I had an interest in the pharmaceutical industry
and encouraged me to apply for the […] fellowship program,”
Dr. Lim said. “As is typical for Dr. Shah, he also went further
and gave me experiences that made me a strong candidate.
He mentored me in writing research protocols, submitting
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FELLOWSHIP IN
INDUSTRY PROGRAM
IN PARTNERSHIP
WITH GENENTECH

Students Dr. S. Shah has
mentored since 2007

grants and gave me exposure to help conduct a small clinical
trial that he was running at David Grant United States Air Force
Medical Center.”
Tinh An “April” Nguyen ’16, PharmD is also grateful for Dr. S.
Shah’s mentorship. She was selected for the inaugural regulatory
affairs fellowship at Biogen.
“Dr. Shah has had a tremendously positive impact on my
professional development and personal career goals,” Dr. Nguyen
explained. “I believe that the high placement rate of students
in his region who received offers of fellowships, residencies
and positions in industry and clinical hospitals speaks for his
mentorship and dedication to his students.”
Dr. S. Shah believes that students who do well are often those
with a “strong motivation to learn and improve. Clarity of goal
and strategic persistence is key. […] There is no magic formula.
However, there is a formula for failure — not trying.”
Kunal Shah ’17, PharmD can attest to the notion of learning and
improving through failure. “The best lesson I’ve learned from Dr.
Shah was one that he never explicitly told me. It was that failure

is the most important part of the process because nothing is done
perfectly on the first attempt. I had many moments with him where
I knew my work did not meet his expectations, but I was always
encouraged to try again and do better.”
Dr. K. Shah is currently a visiting scientist fellow at Eli Lilly and
Company in Indianapolis, Indiana.
How can students prepare themselves for success? “Start early!
Why wait on luck for an opportunity to come to you?” Dr. S. Shah
said. “Be hungry for knowledge and have drive. Start knocking
on the doors of faculty, friends, friends of friends and create
opportunities for yourself.”
Dr. K. Shah agrees, “Figure out what you want to do early on, do
your research on how to get there and do not be afraid to ask
people for advice!”
Drs. Lim and Nguyen credit their success to their mentor, but Dr. S.
Shah believes it is the students who are the champions. “I wish for
all my students to flourish,” Dr. S. Shah said. “Seeing my students
achieve their dreams makes me happy.”

“We are fortunate to be near the Silicon Valley, which is
a breeding ground for entrepreneurship and innovation
in the bio-tech and pharmaceutical space,” said Dr. S.
Shah. “Partnerships with companies like Genentech
are of mutual benefit and foster much-needed
cross-collaboration.”
Jeremy Lim ’12, PharmD is an associate clinical
scientist at Genentech and was instrumental in
developing the partnership. He believes it is a win-win
for Pacific and Genentech.
“Fellowship opportunities that have a university partner
are lacking on the West Coast,” Dr. Lim explained. “This
program will offer students more opportunities. The
benefit of having a fellowship program at Genentech is
that it allows us to develop talent that will contribute to
the future of the industry. Next-generation scientists are
very important to the future of medicine.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Visit go.pacific.edu/pharmacyFIP
Or contact Sachin Shah, PharmD
Fellowship in Industry Program Director
sshah@pacific.edu
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WHAT THEY

Left Behind

by Anne Marie H. Bergthold

S

tepping off the plane at Lilongwe International Airport in
Malawi, doctor of physical therapy (DPT) students Alycia
Clark ’17, Melody Mandell ’17 and Samantha Moore ’17 did not
know the mixture of sorrow and joy they would experience during
their stay in the east African country.
“Our work in Malawi started on the first Monday morning with a
referral for a child that had weakness on one side of his body,” said
Casey Nesbit, PT, DPT, DSc, PCS, assistant professor of physical
therapy. “The doctors assumed he had had a stroke.” Based on
their neurological examination skills and pediatric clinical expertise,
the group questioned that diagnosis. Instead, they suspected a
brain tumor. During their time in Malawi, they examined two more
children who showed similar symptoms.
“Our classroom experience gave us great tools to help direct us
towards the diagnoses of brain tumors,” Moore said. “We are
fortunate to have a class dedicated to diagnosis that helps us
identify what we call ‘red flags.’”
Added Clark, “We have had wonderful professors who, throughout
our coursework, have asked us to critically analyze patient cases.”
Physical therapists are trained to analyze movement and identify
functional limitations. “[We are] movement specialists, with
expertise in analysis of human movement and knowledge of how
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the body works,” explained Preeti Deshpande Oza, PT, PhD,
NCS, assistant professor of physical therapy.
“Throughout the DPT program, students learn to do assessments,
use the correct tools for patient examination and do differential
diagnosis to identify the cause of movement dysfunction, in order
to provide the appropriate interventions,” Dr. Oza said.
Throughout their time in Malawi, the students listened and
gathered information before giving their input or recommendations
for patient care. “The students learned to respond to the needs
that others brought to their attention,” Dr. Nesbit explained.

“The education about brain
tumor awareness will always be
a part of their medical protocol.
That is an amazing gift to a
resource-limited setting.”
- Casey Nesbit, PT, DPT, DSc, PCS
They also learned first-hand the challenges and opportunities
that come with cross-cultural communication. “Though it can be

really frustrating not being able to communicate in detail due to a
language barrier, it is surprising how much can be communicated
through other methods,” Mandell said. “Things as simple as eye
contact, compassion and open body language can communicate
enough for complete strangers to know that you genuinely care.”
Dr. Nesbit quickly recognized the necessity of establishing a
screening protocol to identify pediatric patients with brain tumors
so that the Malawian health care workers can help these patients
get the treatment they need. Developing the protocol was a
collaborative process which took into consideration the resource
limitations. At the time, the country had only one working CT
scanner and one neurosurgeon.
Dr. Nesbit worked closely with Malawi’s only neurosurgeon, Patrick
Kamalo, a Malawian trained in South Africa. “He performs three
to four surgeries every morning on children with brain tumors,”
Dr. Nesbit said. “With his wealth of experience in developing
countries, he said he thought that the reason why we were seeing
more children identified with a brain tumor was not because their
numbers had increased, but because they were better identified.”
By developing a protocol for brain tumor identification, Pacific
students made a lasting impact that extends far beyond the
patients they interacted with during their time in Malawi. “The
education about brain tumor awareness will always be a part of

their medical protocol,” Dr. Nesbit said. “That is an amazing gift to
a resource-limited setting.” She told the students, “‘Look what you
left behind. You gave them something, you empowered them.’”

In the span of three weeks, they
helped to identify three children
with brain tumors.
The experience had a profound impact on the students. “It was a
truly amazing experience that changed my life and the way I look
at the world,” Moore said. “I take my experience to heart and carry
it with me throughout my day as I continue to work with patients in
the United States. My favorite thing about Malawi was the people.
They were open to us as students coming in from another country
and providing them with care and education. They were all so
friendly and I was never made to feel out of place.”
Clark and Mandell echo her sentiments. “The experience has truly
changed my life and has changed the way I interact and view
patient care,” Clark shares. Added Mandell, “I learned so much
from the health care workers we partnered with in Malawi. They
have an incredible work ethic and their sense of community has
inspired me in my career as a physical therapist.”
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William "Bill" Ogard ’72, PhD

Laura Cook ’89, MA, CC-SLP

W

G

illiam “Bill” Ogard ’72, PhD has honed his advice to
those considering the profession from decades spent
instructing physical therapy students.
“First, explore the profession to a fairly significant extent, so
you understand the breadth and depth that being a physical
therapist can be and what they can do,” said Dr. Ogard. “Visit
lots of different settings where physical therapy is practiced.
Talk to people who are physical therapists, ask them lots of
questions about why they do what they do and why they are
passionate about physical therapy.”

Madhukar G. Chaubal, PhD

William "Bill" Ogard ’72, PhD

Laura Cook ’89, MA, CC-SLP

Where Are They Now?
Former faculty reflect on their time at Pacific and
share their latest adventures
by Anne Marie H. Bergthold and Becky Perry '01, '09

Madhukar G. Chaubal, PhD

I

n 1964, The Beatles appeared on “The Ed Sullivan Show,”
President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act and
the Ford Mustang was manufactured for the first time. That same
year Professor Emeritus Madhukar G. Chaubal, PhD began his
tenure at Pacific.
Dr. Chaubal is originally from India. “I was the first in the university
to earn degrees in both chemistry and botany, so they gave me
a fellowship,” said Dr. Chaubal. “In India, the pharmaceutical
industry was being built. We had very good chances of work
and advancement.”
He came to the United States to pursue a doctor of philosophy in
pharmaceutical sciences at University of Rhode Island. A position
as assistant professor of pharmacognosy brought him to Pacific.
He distinctly remembers attending the American Pharmacists
Association meeting in Las Vegas shortly after coming to Pacific.
“The way students behaved with faculty was so wonderfully
friendly and open,” Dr. Chaubal said. He admired “the give-andtake between faculty and students.” He credits that dynamic
between faculty and students for keeping him at Pacific for the
rest of his career.
From President Burns through President DeRosa, Dr. Chaubal
has many fond memories of Pacific. “I will always remember the
first day I saw Dean [Ivan] Rowland,” Dr. Chaubal said. “He
was lifting and carrying chairs, rearranging a lecture hall in the
old building, Weber Hall. The Dean himself was arranging the
lecture room.”
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Dr. Chaubal and his wife have left a lasting impression on the
University. Kishori Chaubal ’70, ’77, PharmD, is a professor
emerita of biological sciences. Upon their retirement in 1999,
they both were honored with the Order of Pacific, the University’s
highest honor. In 2012, they also received the Pacific Alumni
Association’s Faculty Mentor Award.

“The way students behaved with faculty
was so wonderfully friendly and open, the
give-and-take between faculty and students.”
The Chaubals travel frequently. “I have relatives on three
continents,” Dr. Chaubal said. A Stockton resident, he
comes to the campus to visit his former student Bhaskara
R. Jasti ’95, MPharm, PhD, professor of pharmaceutics and
medicinal chemistry.
“I still have very good contact with former students and they still
think of me as their friend and teacher,” Dr. Chaubal said. “We
went to a wedding of the daughter of a student of mine and there
were 12 former students who were attending the wedding and we
had a big get together.”

Dr. Ogard was a member of the Pacific physical therapy faculty
from August 1987 until December 1993, when he left to pursue
a doctor of philosophy in exercise science at University of Iowa.
“I did course work [in Iowa], then came to Alabama to finish my
dissertation,” he explained. Dr. Ogard was a faculty member
at University of Alabama at Birmingham from 1996 until his
retirement in 2016.
He earned his bachelor of science in biology from Pacific in
1972. He thinks fondly of his time at Pacific, first as a student
and later as a faculty member of a fledgling department. “It was
a new program when I came,” Dr. Ogard recalled. “Building the
program, developing the program — it was great! We all worked
together to make it the best program it could be.”

“I try to model a true professional who
represents the profession well to anyone
I come in contact with.”
While at Pacific, he worked closely with Bradley “Brad”
Stockert, PT, PhD. “I couldn’t have asked for a better
professional colleague and friend,” Dr. Ogard shares. He
believes one of the key factors of the program’s success
was the students. “The students were great. We had really
dedicated, smart, capable students.”
This year at the Combined Sections Meeting, the annual
conference hosted by the American Physical Therapy
Association, Dr. Ogard connected with Pacific alumni. “It was
the first time in a long time that I got to see some of my former
students,” he said. “They were genuinely excited to see me and
I was excited to see them.”
Now that he is retired, he is enjoying having time to travel
and pursue hobbies. He is taking drum lessons and exploring
artistic mediums. “I paint, I draw, I’m a photographer,” Dr.
Ogard said. He and his wife currently live near Birmingham,
Alabama, in the lush foothills of the Appalachian Mountains.

rowing up, Laura Cook ’89, MA, CCC-SLP never pictured
herself working in a field focused on communication.
She was a quiet child, a self-proclaimed wallflower who had a
bit of a stutter. She hoped to study nursing in college, but the
classes were full. Instead, she started taking speech-language
pathology courses and fell in love with the subject.
Cook entered graduate school at Pacific with a young family,
an incredible challenge for any student. She remembers the
support and kindness she received from the faculty, particularly
Simalee Smith-Stubblefield ’83, MA, CCC-SLP. On one
occasion her children had chicken pox during exam week. The
professors allowed her to take her exams in a separate room so
that her children could be with her.

“You’re going to have the most wonderful
profession. You’re going to help people.”
She considers graduating from Pacific as one of her most
satisfying accomplishments. She shares that she would not
have made it through the program without the support and
encouragement of the faculty. “The learning environment at
Pacific is so healthy, you can’t help but do well,” Cook said.
A diverse set of experiences have been the hallmark of Cook’s
life. Prior to attending graduate school, her résumé included
bank teller, daycare provider and business owner. As a speechlanguage pathologist, she has dabbled in many different
practice settings. For the past 23 years, she has worked at
Sutter Tracy Community Hospital, where in addition to her work
as a speech-language pathologist, she runs a support group for
neurologically impaired patients and their families.
Cook has served as an externship clinical supervisor for the
past 10 years, supervising one or two Pacific student clinicians
each semester. “It’s very enriching for me,” she said. “It’s a winwin situation. I learn from them and hopefully they learn from
me.” She also serves as a clinical instructor at Pacific’s Speech,
Hearing and Language Center.
Cook has seen many things change in the industry over the
past 30 years, including a notable increase in the demand for
skilled speech-language pathologists. Her advice to students
is “don’t spread yourself too thin, because we are in demand
everywhere.” She also encourages students to get a lot of
life experience. She is passionate about her work and tells
students, “You’re going to have the most wonderful profession.
You’re going to help people.”
Cook loves spending time with her three grandchildren. She
also enjoys working in her garden and hopes to one day add
some animals to her property in Thornton.
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REBUILDING COMMUNICATION
AND CREATING CONNECTIONS
by Anne Marie H. Bergthold
Since 2011, Larry Boles, PhD, CCC-SLP, professor of
speech-language-pathology (SLP), has organized an aphasia
conversation group known as the Pacific Aphasia Conversation
Team (PACT) for stroke victims. He has found that, in addition
to helping them regain communication skills, PACT helps the
members reclaim their sense of identity.
“In the group, they are a truck driver, a welder, a photographer,
a karate instructor,” said Dr. Boles. “Outside the group, they are
someone with aphasia.”
Aphasia can be compared to learning a foreign language. The
difference is that, rather than learning a new language, clients
must relearn language itself. “One of the parts of the brain that
is most vulnerable to stroke is the part that allows us to say
what we want to say,” Dr. Boles explained.

The Professor’s

APHASIA

APHASIA

by Anne Marie H. Bergthold

M

ichael Susca, PhD, CCC-SLP, BCS-F, associate professor
of speech-language pathology, has more than 40 years of
experience in communication disorders and rehabilitation. On Jan.
9, 2010, he had a grand mal seizure. A scan revealed a ping pong
ball-sized meningioma tumor resting on the language center of his
brain. After decades of being on the outside looking in, Dr. Susca
was plunged into the world of aphasia, a complication that arose
from the tumor’s removal through brain surgery.
Dr. Susca chronicled his journey of self-rehabilitation in “The
Professor’s Tumor.”
He described the experience of awakening from surgery with
aphasia. “I have a variety of thoughts, feelings, recollections —
blooms of ‘this moment’ awareness that dance and move within
my being — but I am unsure how they all relate. It is a dynamic
puzzle of animated, disassociated parts. I have moments of selfaware fascination, as if in a dream where you know you are close
to waking up, while real world sounds and thoughts intertwine with
dream logic.”
Using his knowledge of aphasia, he slowly oriented himself to
his situation. “With that technical information, I was able to make
sense of what I was experiencing,” Dr. Susca said.
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Through his attempts to communicate in the weeks following
surgery, he discovered that he was also experiencing anomia and
apraxia. In addition, his right vocal fold was paralyzed as a result
of an exceptionally difficult intubation, further hindering his ability
to communicate.
The book is sprinkled with humor and Dr. Susca’s distinctive wry
wit. In one chapter, he shares that in response to an ear, nose and
throat specialist recommending either surgery on his larynx or a
period of complete voice rest, he decided to “embrace a vow of
silence like a Tibetan monk.”
His motivation to share these very personal experiences is to help
speech-language pathologists better understand the experiences
of their clients. He also wants to offer hope to those who find their
ability to communicate dramatically altered by a tumor, brain injury
or disease.
LEARN MORE

“The Professor's Tumor: A Journey Out of Aphasia and More” (Kindle Edition)
by Michael Susca is available on Amazon.

“Aphasia is a language problem that includes receptive
and/or expressive linguistic components common across
verbal expression, reading and/or writing caused by a
central nervous system dysfunction.”

ANOMIA

“Anomia is the inability to find the name of objects,
people or ideas. One has a vague idea of what to
express, but simply cannot come up with the word for it.”

APRAXIA

“The person with apraxia knows the word one wants
to say, but cannot get the articulators of one’s mouth
to make the postures, gestures, movements and/or
sequences of motions to say what is desired.”
- Michael Susca, PhD, CCC-SLP, BCS-F

“I believe many patients
experience an internal
change they can never
describe sufficiently
to others.”
- Michael Susca, PHD, CCC-SLP, BCS-F

For individuals striving to regain their language skills, PACT offers a space
of understanding forged by shared experience. “They get to connect with
one another in a way that is really touching,” he said.
Dr. Boles’ daughter is in middle school. Her class has exchanged
postcards with the members of the group. Dr. Boles sensed that one
of the members
was apprehensive
“I think that we’ve created
about the project
a sanctuary for them and a
and was frustrated
by the arduous task
training ground for students
of articulating his
to participate at a much more
thoughts in writing. In
a message that was
humanistic level than they get
addressed to him, the
with more typical interactions.”
student expressed
how she admired
his perseverance and courage. “When he got a card back, he was in
tears,” Dr. Boles shared. “It was wonderful that they were able to have
that exchange.”
Each semester, Dr. Boles is assisted by two to four graduate SLP
students. He looks for students who display compassion and discernment
when interacting with clients. “Somebody who will let the person talk if
they are talking, but if they are struggling will know how to intervene.”
“I think that we’ve created a sanctuary for them and a training ground for
students to participate at a much more humanistic level than they get with
more typical interactions,” Dr. Boles said. He believes “optimism feeds
on itself.” He hopes that the successes the clients experience within the
group will bolster their confidence and be a source of encouragement
when they find communication to be incredibly difficult.

bit.ly/professorstumor
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THE AUDIOLOGIST
Can Hear You Now

“They found I had
a minor hearing
loss. At the time,
it terrified me.”
- Monika Sharma '18

audiologist can develop a plan to address the hearing loss that
best suits the patient’s lifestyle.
“I want to be able to treat the patient as best I can, really meet
them at their level and understand the situation they are in,”
he said.
He uses his own hearing impairment to connect with his patients
in a tangible way. Audiologists administer several tests to establish
the nature and extent of the patient’s hearing loss. In one type of
test, patients are prompted to say a specific set of words.

by Anne Marie H. Bergthold

P

ersonal experience with hearing loss
inspired Jacob Blaschko-Iveland ’19
and Monika Sharma ’18 to pursue careers
in audiology.
“I’ve known I wanted to be an audiologist
for a very long time,” said doctor of
audiology student Jacob BlaschkoIveland ’19. When his third-grade teacher
attended his high school graduation, she
brought his time capsule, which included
an assignment where Blaschko-Iveland had
written that he wanted to be an audiologist
when he grew up.
When Blaschko-Iveland was 3 years old, he
was diagnosed with a hearing impairment.
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Many of his family members have similar
hearing impairments. “I grew up with a
hearing loss,” Blaschko-Iveland explained. “I
interacted with doctors growing up. I know
what I liked, what I didn’t like and what I
wish could have been different for me.”
Sharma’s episode with hearing loss was
brief, yet impactful. She was living in India
at the time and was completing a bachelor
of arts degree in Hindustani classical
music. A persistent ear infection led her to
see an ear, nose and throat specialist, who
referred her to an audiologist. “They found I
had a minor hearing loss,” Sharma said. “At
the time, it terrified me.”

These experiences have impacted how
Blaschko-Iveland and Sharma interact with
their patients.
“Even though I don’t have any hearing loss
right now, I have the memory of having
hearing loss,” Sharma said. “It shapes my
experiences with patients. I remember
to be thorough. I remember what they
are experiencing and I can put myself
in their shoes.”
Blaschko-Iveland emphasized that an
individual’s hearing is only one facet
of their life and it cannot be isolated
or compartmentalized. By working
collaboratively with the patient, an

“The audiologist has to listen
to the patient speaking; with
my hearing impairment that
isn’t always the easiest thing
for me to do. I will actually ask
the patient to wear an assistive
listening device.”
- Jacob Blaschko-Iveland '19
“The audiologist has to listen to the patient speaking. With my
hearing impairment, that isn’t always the easiest thing for me to
do,” he said. “I will actually ask the patient to wear an assistive
listening device. The fact that I have them wear it can help me later
on when I counsel them.”
He finds that introducing them to an assistive listening device
in this way helps to normalize a device that patients can find
intimidating and are often hesitant to use for themselves.

Both students see the need for more widespread understanding of
the importance of regular hearing tests. “I wish people knew that
getting your hearing tested is just as important as an eye exam or a
teeth cleaning,” Blaschko-Iveland said.
For many people, visiting the optometrist or dentist once or twice
a year is routine. He hopes that by raising awareness about the
vital importance of regular hearing tests, they also will become a
habit. “Even if you have normal hearing, you should get those tests
done,” he said.
Establishing a baseline is important Blaschko-Iveland explained.
Without a baseline, an audiologist is unable to know the degree
to which they have improved the individual’s hearing compared to
what it was before the patient experienced hearing loss.
“A lot of people have normal hearing at low pitches,” he said.
Clarity of sound comes from the soft pitches, as well as the high
pitches. “Hearing loss is not just when you can’t hear someone, it
is when you can’t understand them.”
From her interactions with patients in the clinic, Sharma has been
struck by the number of individuals who waited years before
seeking the help of an audiologist. “I was honestly surprised by
how long people waited before addressing their hearing needs,”
she said. “It is never too early to get your hearing checked.”

LEARN MORE

Visit upacifichearing.com or contact one of our locations:
Hearing and Balance Center
San Francisco Campus
155 Fifth Street
San Francisco, CA 94103
415.780.2001

Hearing and Balance Center
Stockton Campus
757 Brookside Road
Stockton, CA 95211
209.946.7378
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Class Notes
1960s
Clark H. Gustafson ’66, RPh was named
the recipient of the American Pharmacists
Association (APhA) Hugo H. Schaefer
Award, which recognizes outstanding
voluntary contributions to the organization,
the profession and society. He was
recognized at the APhA Annual Meeting
and Exposition in San Francisco on March
24-27, 2017.
Melvin Cohen ’69, ’71, MA, CCC-SLP
was elected vice president for finance for
the American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association 2018 Board of Directors.

1970s
1 | Michael A. Pastrick ’73, BS Pharm,
who was inducted to the California
Pharmacists Association (CPhA) Hall of
Fame in 2014, was formally recognized
on Feb. 24, 2017 at the CPhA Western
Pharmacy Exchange in Palm Springs.
The hall of fame recognizes individuals for
their inspiration, distinguished service and
innovative contributions to the practice of
pharmacy in California.

1980s
Melissa Jakubowitz ’81, MA, CCCSLP received the California SpeechLanguage-Hearing Association (CSHA)
District 3 Distinguished Achievement
in Speech-Language Pathology and/or
Audiology Award.
2 | K. Scott Guess ’83, PharmD,
MSPharm, RPh received the Cardinal
Health Generations Rx Champions
award at the 2017 CPhA Western
Pharmacy Exchange.
3 | Loriann DeMartini ’84, PharmD was
appointed the chief executive officer of
the California Society of Health-System
Pharmacists in September 2016.
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Brent Ekstrand ’84, PharmD was
recognized by Business Wire® on July
8, 2016, for his contribution to the
LIGO gravitational wave observatory
program. Dr. Ekstrand’s team designed
the processes for decontamination to a
degree not achieved before on such large
masses of metal hardware.
4 | Brenda Riser ’85, PharmD was

awarded the 2017 National Staffing
Employee of the Year All-Star for the
health care sector by the American
Staffing Association. Dr. Riser specializes
in contract work and has had more
than 500 assignments during her tenure
with Rx relief®. Photo credit: Chance
James Photography

1990s
Jamie Tobitt ’90, PharmD was
spokesman for his “Star Wars” costuming
group and they were asked to be on a
local FOX 5 San Diego Morning News
show in remembrance of actress Carrie
Fisher. Dr. Tobitt is a medical science
liaison for Vertex Pharmaceuticals and
one of his activities is to present relevant
clinical information to health plans,
pharmacy benefit managers and specialty
pharmacies about their products. His
team has been identified for several years
for the value they bring as a group and he
was recently singled out by name as “Best
in Class” example of how medical science
liaisons should interact with these groups.
5 | Chi Nguyen ’93, PharmD established
a Powell-matched scholarship that
benefits pharmacy students and
dentistry students.
Neel Prasad ’96, PharmD joined the
pharmacy faculty at the Thomas J. Long
School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences
as an assistant clinical professor of
pharmacy practice.

6 | Nathan “Nate” Hunsaker ’97, PT,
MSPT, DPT, Cert MDT, CSMT was named
the 2016 Physical Therapist of the Year by
the Idaho Physical Therapy Association.
Dr. Hunsaker is a partner, owner, clinic
director and physical therapist at
RehabAuthority in Idaho Falls, Idaho.

1

2

3

4

5

7 | Orna Kempler-Azulay ’98, president
of Abington Speech Pathology Services,
launched RemoteSpeech, which allows
speech-language pathologists to work
with clients remotely via high-definition
video conferencing.
8 | Melissa Vail Chase ’99, PharmD
accepted a position as director of
pharmacy for Valley Children’s Hospital in
September 2016.

6

7

8

9

10

2000s
Jason Louie ’00, PharmD was promoted
to outpatient pharmacy manager at the
Kaiser Permanente Davis Pharmacy.
Veronica T. Bandy ’00, ’08, MS, PharmD,
FCPhA, FCSHP was named president
elect of CPhA.

12

11

13

14

9 | Alexa Hukari ’04, PT, DPT welcomed
daughter Mila Jo Fang on Sept. 15, 2016.
10 | Mimi Tran ’04, MS, CCC-SLP ran
a 10K and a half-marathon at Disney
World and earned four medals. The two
additional medals included the “two-run
challenge” and the “coast to coast” as she
has completed runs on the West Coast
and East Coast. While there, she also
got engaged.

15

16

17

18

11 | Adrienne Wroebel ’04, MS, CCC-SLP
accepted a position starting in August
2017 with Sylvan Unified School District in
Modesto, Calif.

Continued on page 26
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CLASS NOTES CONTINUED
Wendy Hang ’07, ’11, PharmD was
promoted to outpatient pharmacy
manager at the Kaiser Permanente
Sacramento Fair Oaks Pharmacy.
Edlen Wong ’07, PharmD, FCPhA
received the Distinguished New
Practitioner of the Year award at the 2017
CPhA Western Pharmacy Exchange.
12 | Anne Marie Wolter ’08, MS,
CCC-SLP and her husband, Jonathan,
welcomed their daughter, Mabel Evalyn
Wolter, on May 25, 2017. She weighed 7
pounds, 1 once and measured 21 inches.
Kristine Chin ’09, PharmD, Stacy (Ray)
Knox ’03, PharmD and David Mitchell
’00, PharmD were recognized for the
role they played in the accreditation of
a specialty pharmacy at University of
California, Davis Health.

2010s
Henry Ngo ’10, PharmD was promoted to
outpatient pharmacy operations manager
at the Kaiser Permanente Sacramento
Pharmacy Service Area.
13 | Michael Conner ’12, PharmD, and
his wife, Jennifer ’12, PharmD and proud
big brother, Zander Rodriguez Conner,
welcomed future Tiger Vivian Rodriguez
Conner on April 1, 2017.
14 | Kourtney (Sherman) Sawhney ’12,
PharmD married Robert Sawhney on Sept.
18, 2016, at Boundary Oak Clubhouse in
Walnut Creek, Calif.
15 | Rachel Vegvaizer ’12, DPT and her
husband, Nir ’13 EDU, welcomed future
Tiger Gilad on May 19, 2017. He weighed
6 pounds, 11 ounces and measured
19 inches.
Deborah “Debbie” Wallace ’13,
received the CSHA District 3 Outstanding
SLPA Award.
16 | Christina (Bavaro) Colombo ’14,
’16, MS, CCC-SLP accepted a position
at Modesto City Schools as a speech
pathologist after earning her bachelor of
science and master of science at Pacific.
Colombo is the fourth generation in her
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family to receive a degree from Pacific,
joining her father Nicholas Bavaro ’76
COP, grandmother Dona Scott Nagel ’53
EDU and great-grandmother Florence
Ericson ’51 MUS.
17 | Kendell (Taylor) Ravotti ’14, DPT and
her husband, Michael, welcomed future
Tiger Jansen Michael on Dec. 9, 2016.
He weighed 6 pounds, 11 ounces and
measured 21 inches.
Tobias “Toby” Damron ’14, PharmD
accepted a position with Novo Nordisk
as regional medical liaison in July 2016.
His territory covers Northern California,
including Stockton, and Nevada. Dr.
Damron completed a post-doctoral
fellowship at Novo Nordisk. He served
as a manager of health care professional
relations for them before accepting his
current position.
Zhu “Kerrie” Zhou ’14, BPharm, PhD
joined the Pacific faculty, accepting a
position as assistant clinical professor of
pharmaceutics and medicinal chemistry.
18 | Michael Dessel ’15, PT, DPT married
Kayla Berghoff on July 23, 2016.
19 | Adam Matichak ’15, PT, DPT married
his high school sweetheart, Samantha
Capurro, on May 20, 2017, at the Crooked
Vine Winery in Livermore, Calif.

23 | Nina Zakharia ’15, ’17, DPT was
married to Vladimir Vilme on March 12,
2017, in Arlington Heights, Ill.

In Memoriam
Edward Morrison ’48, ’71, EdD
Jane Taylor ’53
Kenneth Erlenbusch ’64, RPh
Larry Westgate ’65, RPh
Jerry Muller ’66, RPh
Robert Kerley ’69, RPh
Daniel Dee ’74, PharmD
Thomas Fleming ’74, PharmD
Ronald Krein ’74, RPh
Craig Smith ’74, PharmD
Cal Greenlaw ’76, PharmD
Randy Muntifering ’79, PharmD
Debbi Hayes ’82, PharmD
Richard Cadle ’83, PharmD
Caryl Sircus ’90, PT

Physical Therapy
Certifications
Mark Hall ’95, PT, OMT, ATC, CSCS, OCS
Jill Henderzahs-Mason ’05, PT, DPT, OCS

21 | Naina Batra ’16, PT, DPT married
Amit Kanwar on Sept. 9, 2016, and now
lives in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. Dr.
Batra also accepted a position at Pivotal
Physiotherapy in Edmonton while she
awaits national board exams.

Dale Wayne Woolley ’09, ’11, PT, DPT, OCS

Tinh An “April” Nguyen ’16, PharmD
received the inaugural role as a fellow
in a new and highly competitive
regulatory affairs fellowship program
at Biogen, one of the world’s leading
biotechnology companies.

WHAT IS YOUR VISION FOR THE
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION?
Tom Maez ’85, PharmD
PRESIDENT, PPAA

“My goal for the Pacific
Pharmacy Alumni
Association is to create
a community for the
advancement and support
of all alumni, faculty and
students. The PPAA will be
a place the Pacific family
can come back to and feel
like they are home.”

Albert Souza ’76, PharmD

20 | Katherine Samstag ’15, PT,
DPT married Byron Severinghaus on
Aug. 27, 2016.

22 | Brittany Henson ’16, PT, DPT married
Eurik O’Bryant ’14, JD on June 14, 2017,
at Viaggio Winery in Acampo, Calif.

Alumni Association Boards

Amanda Baltazar ’09, PT, DPT, SCS
Nanette Farley ’09, PT, DPT, CEEAA, GCS
Harrison Yoshioka ’09, ’11, PT, DPT, OCS
Nella Bracken ’10, PT, DPT, NCS
Torey Roland Page ’12, PT, DPT, OCS
Elisa Carey Zapata ’14, PT, DPT, OCS

Would you like to
be included in the
next issue?
Share your story at
pacificpahsalum.org/connect

PPAA Board Members
Veronica T. Bandy ’00, ’08

Adam Morisoli ’10

Paula Cannistraci ’05

Nam Nguyen ’08

Patty Fong ’10

William “Bill” Przybyla ’74

Nancy L. DeGuire ’89

Stacey Raff ’96

Annie Ho ’12

Catherine Sterk ’77

Kevin Komoto ’08, ’09

Jamie Tobitt ’90

Johanna Liu ’09

Edlen Wong ’07

Tom Maez ’85

Leah Robitaille ’06, PT, DPT
PRESIDENT, PPTAA

“My vision is that the
Pacific Physical Therapy
Alumni Association will
serve to connect all alumni
in an efficient and positive
manner. Through this
networking, the alumni
will be able to support
current students as well as
promote the profession of
physical therapy. The PPTAA can serve to expand members’
enthusiasm and knowledge to better serve our patients and
to ensure that physical therapists are seen in the community
as experts on human movement.”

PPTAA Board Members
Eliza Bettega ’10, ’12

Josephine “Jody” Nance ’90, ’03

Whitney Davis ’01, ’03

Leah Robitaille ’06

Carl L. Fairburn III ’10

Michelle Rutherford ’11

Tyler Goslinga ’17

Danielle Sartori ’04, ’06

Brent Lofy ’14

Rachel Vegvaizer ’12

Jamie Lowy ’98

Christie Abbott ’79, MA
PRESIDENT, PSLPAA

“My vision is that we will
successfully connect
more of our alumni to
the University through
our alumni activities,
such as the breakfast at
the California SpeechLanguage-Hearing
Association convention, the
reception at the American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association convention and a
continuing education program at Homecoming.”

PSLPAA Board Members
Christie Abbott ’79

Wendy Frush

Margaret Beck ’88

Alexia Mazzone ’04

Shivani Bhakta ’15

Nancy Ortize ’77

Harriet Doyle ’73

Mary Rios ’87

Susan Farver ’96, ’96

Mimi Tran ’04

Jordan Rice Foldes ’13

Anne Marie (Renna) Wolter ’08
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Bobby Ismail ’94, PT, DPT

B

obby Ismail ’94, PT, DPT is committed to developing future
physical therapists at University of the Pacific. He and Brandon
Nan ’09, PT, DPT, CSCS are co-owners of Golden Bear Physical
Therapy and Sports Injury Center. They recently established the
Golden Bear Physical Therapy Endowed Scholarship for students
in the doctor of physical therapy (DPT) program at Pacific. Along
with their financial support of Pacific students, the Golden Bear
physical therapy team includes several Pacific DPT alumni. In the
past year, they opened three outpatient clinics in the Central Valley.
Their goal is to provide high-quality physical therapy (PT) services
to underserved areas.

Loriann DeMartini ’84, PharmD

Bobby Ismail ’94, PT, DPT

Judi Jewett ’95, MA, CCC-SLP

Alumni of the Year
by Anne Marie H. Bergthold and Becky Perry '01, '09

Loriann DeMartini ’84, PharmD

L

oriann DeMartini ’84, PharmD is a dominant force in
pharmacy practice and a leader in medication safety. Her
areas of expertise are medication error reduction and regulatory
enforcement. Dr. DeMartini said she is “humbled by the honor” of
being chosen as the Pacific Pharmacy Alumni Association Alumna
of the Year.
Friend and former colleague Michael R. Alexander ’65, RPh said
that “California residents have benefitted from Dr. DeMartini's
leadership and pioneering efforts in the development and
execution of programs to improve medication safety in hospitals
and nursing facilities via state and federal regulations.”
From 1992 through 2016, Dr. DeMartini served in a variety of
roles at the California Department of Public Health (CDPH),
most recently as deputy director of the Office of Quality
Performance and Accreditation. During her tenure at CDPH, she
was recognized nationally and statewide for her contributions to
improving patient care.
Under her leadership, the Medication Error Reduction Program
was launched and implemented in more than 400 hospitals
in California. In 2010, the Institute for Safe Medication
Practice recognized the program and recommended that it be
adopted nationwide.
“Dr. DeMartini had demonstrated to pharmacy students and
pharmacists the great need for pharmacists to participate in
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Dr. Ismail is honored to be selected as the Physical Therapy Alumni
of the Year. “I remember the joy of getting the news that I was
accepted to the Pacific PT program in 1992,” Dr. Ismail said. “Since
1994, being a Pacific graduate has given me the confidence to
represent the School and profession of PT with the highest respect.
Being part of the Pacific family is very special and gives me the
strength to work hard and act as an ambassador.”
He appreciates the high level of education Pacific offers to future
physical therapists and values the unique family-like atmosphere
that fosters teamwork and collaboration. He believes the academic

standards and quality of Pacific graduates are second to none and
that the Central Valley is fortunate to have an institution with such
rich history in its backyard.
Dr. Ismail is a member of American Physical Therapy Association
and is actively involved in serving his community of Modesto as
a board member of the Memorial Hospital Foundation. He also
sponsors local Salvation Army events, the Boys and Girls Clubs of
Stanislaus County and several local sports teams.

“Being part of the Pacific family is very
special and gives me the strength to work
hard and act as an ambassador.”
He credits his self-driven personality to his greatest supporters, his
parents. He says he still calls his father for counsel and is deeply
influenced by his faith. Dr. Ismail considers his family his greatest
accomplishment. He and his wife have six children. He shares that
his family is his source of strength and support as he strives to be
the best husband, father, business owner and clinician he can be.

Judi Jewett ’94, MA, CC-CSLP
regulatory organizations in order to benefit patients by improving
medication safety,” Alexander said.
In 2016, Dr. DeMartini was named chief executive officer of
the California Society of Health-System Pharmacists (CSHP),
a nonprofit professional association that serves the needs of
hospital and health-system pharmacists. CSHP, the largest state
association for pharmacists, represents more than 4,000 members
who practice specialized medicine and clinical pharmacy.

“Being recognized by Pacific only furthers
my resolve and dedication to be a strong
advocate of the pharmacy profession.”
Dr. DeMartini completed a leadership in health care fellowship
at the California Health Care Foundation (CHCF) in 2006. She
is a Fellow of the CHCF and member of the Accreditation
Improvement Advisory Committee for the Public Health
Accreditation Board. She also has been involved with the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services, the federal agency that
provides health coverage to more than 100 million Americans. She
currently holds faculty appointments at three universities and is in
high demand as a guest speaker.

J

udi Jewett ’95, MA, CCC-SLP, has devoted her life to finding
ways to reach individuals who might not have access to the
services they need. “Communication is a basic need and if you can
help someone with their communication you are giving them a gift,”
said Jewett.
Jewett is actively involved with Solano Pride and Our Family
Coalition to provide transgender voice modification to those who
would not otherwise have access to these services. “Having a
voice that does not match one’s gender presentation increases the
discrimination encountered when seeking employment and other
services,” she explained.
Earlier this year, she worked with several individuals at a
transgender march. “The people were so happy to get help, and
one woman burst into tears when she learned I would help her with
her voice.”
In 1997, Jewett founded and directed the Bosnia Speech and
Hearing Project after experiencing the need for services in that
country first hand. She also established and oversaw the Family
Literacy Project at a transitional housing facility. She regularly
provides books to schools through First Five Grants and to military
families at Travis Air Force Base.
Jewett has been a regular speaker at the Pacific Speech-Language
Pathology Alumni Association’s Welcome Back Dinner. At this

this annual event, alumni and practitioners participate as guest
speakers for round-table discussions with current undergraduate
and graduate speech-language pathology students.

“I have known past Alumni of the Year
recipients and know them to be aweinspiring. I am honored and humbled to be
in their company. It is so meaningful to be
recognized by my colleagues and friends
in my Pacific family.”
“I try to present something practical each year that the students can
use in clinic right away, as many of them will be seeing clients for
the first time within the week,” she said. In 2016, Jewett obtained
a grant that allowed her to take almost 700 children’s books to the
dinner, which she distributed to the Pacific students.
As president of Jewett and Associates, Inc., Jewett has welcomed
seven interns from Pacific and mentored two graduate students.
The University has left a lasting impression on her. “It is a warm and
accepting place,” she shares. “I graduated over 20 years ago and
have always felt connected to Pacific.”
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Alumni Serving in
Professional Organizations
July 1, 2016–June 30, 2017

American College of
Apothecaries (ACA)

Michael A. Pastrick ’73, BS Pharm
Chair, Audit Committee

Nancy L. DeGuire ’89, PharmD, FACA
Regional Director, Region 12

Colleen Carter ’76, PharmD
President, Santa Barbara
Pharmaceutical Association
Member, Awards Committee

American Physical
Therapy Association
(APTA)
Carl L. Fairburn III ’10, PT, DPT
Officer, Nominating Committee,
Cardiovascular & Pulmonary Section

American SpeechLanguage-Hearing
Association (ASHA)
Robert E. Hanyak ’79, AuD
Member, Audiology Advisory Council

California Academy of
Audiology (CAA)
Robert E. Hanyak ’79, AuD
Representative, Central California

California
Pharmacists
Association (CPhA)
Ralph L. Saroyan ’64, RPh
Member, Past Presidents Council
Chair, Awards Committee
Member, Elections Committee
Charles Green ’68, RPh
Member, Audit Committee
Vice Chair, Past Presidents Council
Donald G. Floriddia ’71, PhD
Treasurer, San Joaquin
Pharmacists Association
Lee Meyer ’72, ’75, PharmD
Trustee
Member, Educational
Advisory Taskforce
Alan Wong ’72, ’78, RPh
Board of Directors, Contra Costa
Pharmacists Association
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Gurpartap “Gary” Basrai ’77, PharmD
Member, Insurance Committee
Robert Chan ’77, PharmD
Member, Insurance Committee
Member, Legislative Committee
Katherine Hillblom ’77, ’82, PharmD
Member, Insurance Committee
Douglas Hillblom ’78, PharmD
Trustee
Aglaia Panos ’78, PharmD
President, Marin County
Pharmacists Association
Jeffrey Hansen ’84, PharmD
President, Napa Valley
Pharmacy Association
John Sandstrom ’86, PharmD
President, Ventura County
Pharmaceutical Association
Gary DeGuire ’89, PharmD
President-Elect, Contra Costa
Pharmacists Association
Victor Moye ’89, PharmD
Co-President, Peninsula
Pharmacists Association

Erin Cabelera ’98, PharmD
Chairwoman, Academy of
Employee Pharmacists
Helen Park ’98, PharmD
Board of Directors, Peninsula
Pharmacists Association
Veronica T. Bandy ’00, ’08, MS,
PharmD, FCPhA, FCSHP
President-Elect, Board of Trustees
Member, Awards Committee
Member, Editorial Review Committee
Chair, Legislative Committee
David Mitchell ’00, PharmD
Member, Investment Committee
William “Tom” Bragdon ’01, PharmD
President, San Joaquin
Pharmacists Association
David Bao ’01, PharmD
Treasurer, San Diego County
Pharmacists Association
Edlen Wong ’07, PharmD
Immediate Past President,
Board of Trustees
Member, Legislative Committee

Patty Fong ’10, PharmD
President, Sacramento Valley
Pharmacists Association
Member, 2017 Leadership
Development Institute
Lindsey Leong ’10, PharmD
Past President, Pharmacists’ Society
of San Francisco
Matthew Dunn ’11, PharmD
Treasurer, Central Valley
Pharmacists Association
Kevin Lau ’11, PharmD
Immediate Past President,
Sacramento Valley
Pharmacists Association
Jill Lahav ’12, PharmD
Secretary, Sacramento Valley
Pharmacists Association
Michael Markham ’12, PharmD
Board of Directors, San Joaquin
Pharmacists Association
Camille Camargo ’13, PharmD
Board of Directors, San Joaquin
Pharmacists Association

Are you the member of a
professional organization?
Let us know at PacificPaHSalum.org/connect

Andrea Han ’94, PharmD
President, Contra Costa
Pharmacists Association

Taryn Fong ’09, ’13, PharmD
Board Member, Sacramento Valley
Pharmacists Association

In “Alex” Kang ’13, PharmD
Past President, San Joaquin
Pharmacists Association

Adam M. Kaye ’95, PharmD,
FASCP, FCPhA
Board of Directors, San Joaquin
Pharmacists Association

Johanna Liu ’09, PharmD
Board of Directors, Peninsula
Pharmacists Association
Member, Awards Committee
Member, Elections Committee

Elbert Mock ’13, PharmD
Board Member, Sacramento Valley
Pharmacists Association

Jeffrey Wong ’97, PharmD
President, Pharmacists’ Society
of San Francisco

Chau Phan ’09, PharmD
Co-President, Peninsula
Pharmacists Association

Van Duong ’14, PharmD
Member, 2017 Leadership
Development Institute

Peter Lai ’14, PharmD
Secretary, Peninsula Pharmacists
Association
Tien Tran ’14, PharmD
Board Member, Sacramento Valley
Pharmacists Association
Khoa Luong ’15, PharmD
President, Central Valley
Pharmacists Association
Katrina Ordanza ’15, PharmD
Board of Directors, San Joaquin
Pharmacists Association
Thomas Person ’15, PharmD
Member, Legislative Committee
Albert Tasmin ’15, PharmD
Vice President, San Joaquin
Pharmacists Association
Sarah Chiu ’16, PharmD
Member, 2017 Leadership
Development Institute
George Do ’16, PharmD
Board of Directors, San Joaquin
Pharmacists Association
Member, 2017 Leadership
Development Institute
Ashley Mendoza ’16, PharmD
President Elect, Central Valley
Pharmacists Association
Tinh An “April” Nguyen ’16, PharmD
Member, Legislative Committee
Member, Awards Committee
Utsav Patel ’16, PharmD
President Elect, San Joaquin
Pharmacists Association

California Society
of Health-System
Pharmacists (CSHP)
Keith Yoshizuka ’76, PharmD
Member, Government Affairs
Advisory Committee
Ken Perrin ’77, PharmD
Member, Committee on Goals

GET INVOLVED
APTA

apta.org/Membership
703.684.2782

ASHA

Joel Weber ’78, ’80, PharmD
Member, Committee on Nominations

Tricia Doblados ’05, PharmD
President, Central Valley Chapter

May Chen ’16, PharmD
Secretary, Central Valley Chapter

Norman Fox ’79, PharmD
Director

Ronnie Naidu ’08, ’11, PharmD
Appointed Education Chair, Central
Valley Chapter

Michelle Park ’16, PharmD
Appointed Public Relations,
Central Valley Chapter

Bailey Nguyen ’08, PharmD
Member, Editorial Advisory Board

James Wall ’16, PharmD
Member, Membership Committee

Paul Norris ’80, PharmD
Member, Council on
Professional Affairs
Bill Yee ’83, PharmD
Appointed Fundraising,
Central Valley Chapter
DSA Co-Chair, POY/DSA/
TAA Committee

Johanna Liu ’09, PharmD
Member, Committee on Goals

Loriann DeMartini ’84, PharmD
CEO, CSHP
Secretary, Board of Directors
Secretary, Committees, Councils and
Task Forces: Executive Committee
Ex-Officio Member, Committee on Goals
Ex-Officio Member, Practitioner
Recognition Program Committee
Ex-Officio Member, Public
Relations Committee
Ex-Officio Member, Seminar
Planning Committee
Ex-Officio Member, Government Affairs
Advisory Committee
Ex-Officio Member, Health Care
Reform Committee
Ex-Officio Member,
Membership Committee

Monique Villanueva ’09, PharmD
Member, Committee on Goals

Laura Polonsky ’93, PharmD
Member, Editorial Advisory Board

Janice Fong ’14, PharmD
Member, Membership Committee

Kelly Lee ’94, PharmD
Member, Seminar Planning Committee

Stephanie Ham ’15, PharmD
Delegate, Central Valley Chapter

Marcus C. Ravnan ’94, PharmD,
FCSHP, FASHP
Chair, Editorial Advisory Board

Jason Kurian ’15, PharmD
New Practitioner, Council on
Professional Affairs

Helen Park ’98, PharmD
Chair, Health Care Reform Committee

Jessica Kurtzer ’15, PharmD
Treasurer, Central Valley Chapter
Public Relations, Central Valley Chapter

Anh La ’98, PharmD
Member, Health Care Reform Committee
Hai Tran ’01, PharmD
Member, Continuing Professional
Education Committee

Shannon McNary ’09, ’13, PharmD
Appointed Membership,
Central Valley Chapter

Elizabeth Chang ’12, PharmD
Member, Committee on Nominations
Umang Patel ’12, PharmD
Member, Membership Committee
Yvonne Mai ’13, PharmD
Delegate, Central Valley Chapter
Greg Matsumura ’13, ’16, PharmD
Delegate, Central Valley Chapter
Cynthia Tan ’13, PharmD
Appointed Newsletter,
Central Valley Chapter
Chris Chang ’14, PharmD
Appointed Webmaster,
Central Valley Chapter

California SpeechLanguage-Hearing
Association (CSHA)
Pamela Heino ’72, MA, CCC-SLP
District Director Volunteer, District 10
Benjamin Reece ’01, ’08, MS, CCC-SLP
Member, State Nominating Committee
Member, District 3 Advisory Committee
Derek Isetti ’08, PhD, MS, CCC-SLP
Member, District 3 Nominating
Committee
Nicholaus Brock ’11, ’12, MS, CCC-SLP
Member, Knowledge Bowl Committee

Industry Pharmacists
Organization (IPhO)
Tinh An “April” Nguyen ’16, PharmD
Member, Student Development
Committee
Member, National Speaker Bureau

Massachusetts
Pharmacists
Association (MPhA)
Tinh An “April” Nguyen ’16, PharmD
Member, Legislative Committee

Kristen Tokunaga ’15, PharmD
President Elect, Central Valley Chapter
Fundraising, Central Valley Chapter

Renew your membership or join today!

asha.org/members
800.638.8255

CAA

caaud.org
888.664.1135

CPhA

cpha.com/membership
916.779.1400

CSHA

csha.org/Member-Center/Membership
916.921.1568

CSHP

cshp.org/page/CSHP_Membership
916.447.1033
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Faculty
Spotlights
by Anne Marie H. Bergthold and Dua Her '09

Joseph A. Woelfel ’70, ’72, ’78, BS, MS, PhD, RPh, FASCP, BCGP

Joseph A. Woelfel ’70, ’72, ’78, BS, MS, PhD, RPh, FASCP, BCGP

Joel Wagner, PharmD

J

hroughout his time at Pacific, Joel Wagner, PharmD,
professor emeritus of pharmaceutics and medicinal
chemistry, has been an ambassador for the School. His dedication
to teaching and coordination of pharmacy technician programs
has earned him Teacher of the Year or Runner-Up Teacher of the
Year 10 times. In 2016, while accepting the award, he announced
he would be retiring at the end of June 2017.

oseph A. Woelfel '70, '72, '78, BS, MS, PhD, RPh, FASCP,
BCGP, professor emeritus of pharmacy practice, and his
family have a Pacific legacy that is as well established as one of
the University’s iconic buildings. His mother, Evelyn, graduated
from College of Pacific in 1932 and his father, Alexander, was one
of the contractors who built Burns Tower.
Dr. Woelfel retired in May 2017 after more than 19 years of service
at Pacific. Retiring from a university that has been a prominent
part of his life holds special significance for Dr. Woelfel.
“As I look back, I am so happy to be finishing my career at Pacific
because I have always had the vision of coming back to academia
after graduate studies and serving as an instructor in the 1970s,”
said Dr. Woelfel. “Phil Oppenheimer, Bill Kehoe and the team
helped me fulfill that vision. I’m thankful for that opportunity.”
During his tenure at Pacific, Dr. Woelfel served as faculty member,
vice chair, director of pharmaceutical care clinics and chair of the
Department of Pharmacy Practice. He has been instrumental in
directing, managing, growing and providing financial sustainability
for the patient care clinics. He also was heavily involved in
founding and assisting with the Medicare Part D community
outreach clinics. He taught pharmacy management and geriatrics,
overseeing 200 students a year as they gained experience
working in skilled nursing facilities.
“I will miss the students the most – their vibrancy, engagement,
enthusiasm, talent and capacity. These are the type of people that
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I want to care for my wife and me as we grow older,” Dr. Woelfel
said. “I also had a unique opportunity to collaborate, bond and
inspire students based on my interactions with faculty, colleagues
and friends. My students and colleagues are at the heart of
everything I do.”
Staying engaged
“I believe that I am a servant
is important to Dr.
of servants. This is the
Woelfel. He and
his wife, Mary,
passion of my life. I always
plan to continue
feel good that people need
their involvement
with the School.
me and that I need people.”
They’ve marked
their calendar for the 2017-18 Medicare Part D clinics. Dr. Woelfel
remains active in his community by giving presentations on health
care topics to church groups and other organizations.
“I believe that I am a servant of servants,” Dr. Woelfel explained.
“This is the passion of my life. I always feel good that people need
me and that I need people.”
Dr. Woelfel looks forward to spending more time with his family.
He and his wife will take a European river cruise with friends next
spring. He also plans to scuba dive in the Caribbean. “I’ve gone
scuba diving in Hawaii and the Dominican Republic. After talking
to different colleagues and sharing our scuba diving experiences, I
can’t wait to visit.”

T

In 1989, after a long career in clinical pharmacy practice in
Southern California, he came to Pacific as the School’s campus
pharmacist. In 1992, he became a full-time faculty member. Dr.
Wagner has taught more than 20 unique courses, most notably in
the pharmaceutical calculations and compounding and dispensing
lab. His clinical dermatology elective has been in high demand
each year.
“I consider myself as having two careers: one at the hospital in
Southern California and one here at Pacific,” said Dr. Wagner.
“Both places are virtually identical in that there are incredible and
talented people who work as a health care team with the goal
of providing the best patient care. I’ve had a marvelous career
with no bad experiences. There aren’t too many people who can
say that.”
For 25 years, students have benefited from his caring mentorship
and outstanding teaching. His exceptional student and alumni
relationships started with his involvement in the admissions
process and continued with his advising and teaching.

Joel Wagner, PharmD

He also has a long history of hosting workshops to help students
prepare for their board review and presenting at continuing
education programs.
“Dr. Wagner is one of our most beloved educators and alumni
ask for him to come back to deliver continuing education
programs every year. He will be remembered by all as a dedicated
educator and supportive friend,” said Nancy L. DeGuire ’89,
PharmD, associate dean for external relations and director of
continuing education.
“I will miss the people the most,” Dr. Wagner shared. “I love
teaching and the students have been great. I’ve enjoyed good
relationships with everyone.”

“I’ve had a marvelous career with no bad
experiences. There aren’t too many people
who can say that.”
His bucket list includes traveling with his wife, Jo, to France
and Italy. He would also like to see more of the United States
and plans to visit Seattle, Washington, D.C. and New York. Dr.
Wagner also enjoys ocean kayaking and reading science fiction. “I
love reading science fiction because the authors create different
worlds,” he said. “They take me to someplace else and give me
hope for the future.”
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Todd Davenport, PT, DPT, MPH, OCS

Jeannene M. Ward-Lonergan, PhD

H

A

ow and why, and how can it be better? This philosophy
characterizes the approach that Todd Davenport, PT, DPT,
MPH, OCS, associate professor and program director of the
Department of Physical Therapy, has in the classroom, the clinic
and beyond.
“I was a science major in undergrad and really liked the
whole pursuit of the scientific method,” Dr. Davenport said. “I
wanted a career where I could think critically and use scientific
information to solve problems and so physical therapy really
spoke to me. Also, I wanted a career that was flexible enough
to have a family, where I didn’t have to carry a pager evenings
and weekends.”

Cathy Peterson, PT, EdD

Todd Davenport, PT, DPT, MPH, OCS

Jeannene M. Ward-Lonergan, PhD

Dr. Davenport’s introduction to Pacific was through alumni.
During his time at University of Southern California, he met
Michael Andersen ’02, PT, DPT, OCS and Alanna Deely ’06,
PT, DPT.

Cathy Peterson, PT, EdD

T

he path to medical school unexpectedly helped Cathy
Peterson, PT, EdD, professor and chair of the Department of
Physical Therapy, discover her passion for physical therapy. “The
fear of being a chemist,” said Dr. Peterson in response to what led
her to pursue a career in physical therapy (PT). “I was a chemistry
major thinking about medical school and I started thinking that if I
didn’t get in that I would be a chemist. That prompted me to start
looking around at other career options.”
Dr. Peterson joined the Pacific faculty in 2002. When visiting
universities to explore their open faculty positions, she would ask
students to pretend that she was a prospective student and to tell
her why she should choose that university. The response of the
Pacific students stood out to her.
“The Pacific students leaned forward and said, ‘Pick me, pick
me!’” she recalled. “They gave enthusiastic responses about how
much they loved the experience, the faculty, everything about
their education at Pacific.”
As she returns to the role of department chair, she is motivated by
the opportunity to advance the profession by training exceptional,
compassionate and highly skilled physical therapists. She also
draws inspiration from her team, which includes Todd Davenport,
PT, DPT, MPH, OCS in the role of program director.
“The greatest reward is getting to work with dedicated and
committed colleagues, students and graduates as we shape
the future of our program,” Dr. Peterson said. One of her
goals is to “leverage the high-fidelity simulation lab to have a
greater impact on our students as they prepare for acute care
clinical internships.”
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The physical therapy profession continues to inspire and
motivate him. “Everyone you see is seeing you on a bad day
for them. Physical therapists have a unique opportunity to bring
their knowledge, skill and compassion to help people achieve
something that they used to be able to do […] or something
they have not yet been able to do.”

Dr. Peterson is originally from Des Moines, Iowa. “When I
graduated from PT school [at Des Moines University], I wanted to
go someplace that I didn’t have to ‘shovel the weather’ and that
happened to be North Carolina. I met the man I would eventually
marry and we moved from North Carolina to Northern California.”
When she envisions her ideal weekend, she would be outside.
“I would be scuba diving with my husband in warm water, the
Caribbean, Grand Caymans or Belize,” Dr. Peterson said. “Or
watching a Giants baseball game or golfing.”
She is also passionate about volunteering with Hope Haven West,
a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping the mobility needs
of individuals in developing countries.
“My job there is to
inspect and repair the
positioning wheelchairs
for children and
adults with complex
positioning needs,” Dr.
Peterson explained.

“We love our research,
but first and foremost we
focus on the students.”

In November, she will be accompanied by four Pacific students
on a trip to the Dominican Republic, where they will organize a
seating clinic. At the seating clinic, the volunteers will customize
Hope Haven wheelchairs to the needs of the patients.
Her work has also taken her to Cape Town, South Africa, where
she was asked to present at the World Confederation for Physical
Therapy Congress 2017.

“We have responsibilities in scholarship
and service, but we are teachers first and
we take that responsibility seriously.”
“I got to know the quality of Pacific’s physical therapy program
firsthand through those alumni,” he explained. “I would
watch them work with their patients and every time I left
those encounters I would think that there is really something
to Pacific.”
Those interactions inspired him to pursue a position at Pacific
and he joined the faculty in 2007.
His passion for the profession is rivaled only by his commitment
to be engaged and involved with his family. “I love spending
time with my wife, Gina, and our three children, ages 11, 8 and
6,” Dr. Davenport said. He likes to get outside, either gardening
or exploring the Sierra Nevada mountains by camping, hiking or
backpacking. In describing an ideal weekend, he said, “I would
be with my wife and kids, camping near water, either with our
feet in the water or kayaking.”

passion for literacy has shaped the professional life of
Jeannene M. Ward-Lonergan, PhD, professor and
chair of the Department of Speech-Language Pathology. She
began her career as a special education teacher. “Many of
my students had language-learning disabilities and I became
very interested in supporting their literacy development,” said
Dr. Ward-Lonergan.
Driven by her interest in literacy,
she enrolled in several graduate
level speech-language pathology
courses. “I loved it. I became
immediately hooked,” she said.

“This is a very
exciting time for
speech-language
pathologists.”

Through her involvement in the
California Speech-Language-Hearing Association (CSHA)
Literacy Task Force, Dr. Ward-Lonergan is among those who are
on the forefront of bringing awareness to the expanding role of
speech-language pathologists, which today encompasses both
spoken and written language. “This is a very exciting time for
speech-language pathologists,” she said.
CHSA recently released a position paper and resource guide
outlining the responsibilities speech-language pathologists have
in supporting literacy development in children and adolescents.
“I am proud to have been the lead author on this much-needed
document that will hopefully clarify these roles,” she said.
Dr. Ward-Lonergan also served as CSHA’s representative to
the California Department of Education’s dyslexia guidelines
work group. These guidelines are recommendations for public
schools statewide.
She joined the Pacific faculty in 1999. She was initially drawn
to Pacific because the university “emphasizes teaching, but
also values research.” On July 1, 2017, she stepped into the
role of department chair. One of her goals is to increase student
involvement in research to enrich their learning experiences and
ground them in evidence-based practice.
“I would definitely like to continue to strive to promote a
student-centered, personalized learning environment that
is focused on preparing each student to become a highly
knowledgeable, competent and compassionate speechlanguage pathologist,” Dr. Ward-Lonergan said.
Her ideal weekend would be focused on family and the
performing arts. “Spending time relaxing with family and friends
on a warm beach, then going to enjoy live theater at night.”
A dancer herself, Dr. Ward-Lonergan studied ballet for many
years. She also enjoys skiing, swimming and reading. “I love
watching anything that my kids, or niece and nephew, are
involved with. I have attended numerous theater performances,
tennis tournaments and dance recitals.”
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Faculty and Staff

IN MEMORIAM
Years of Service
20 Years
William K. Chan, PharmD, PhD, professor,
department chair, Department of Pharmaceutics
and Medicinal Chemistry

New Faces, Tenures & Promotions

15 Years

July 1, 2016–June 30, 2017

Robert F. Halliwell, PhD, professor, Department of
Physiology and Pharmacology

Mamoun M. Alhamadsheh, PhD was promoted
to associate professor of pharmaceutics and
medicinal chemistry with tenure.
Jason Bandy ’00, PharmD, FCSHP was
promoted to associate clinical professor of
pharmacy practice.
Veronica T. Bandy ’00, ’08, MS, PharmD, FCPhA,
FCSHP was promoted to clinical professor of
pharmacy practice.
Erica Barr, PharmD was hired as assistant clinical
professor of pharmacy practice.
Anne Marie H. Bergthold was promoted to
marketing coordinator, Office of External Relations.
Kenneth D. Billheimer, AuD was hired as assistant
clinical professor of audiology, non-tenure track.
Larry Boles, PhD, CCC-SLP, graduate director,
professor of speech-language pathology, was
awarded tenure.
Lacinda De La Cruz was hired as administrative
assistant II, Department of Physical Therapy.
Nancy L. DeGuire ’89, PharmD, FACA
was promoted to clinical professor of
pharmacy practice.
Jesika S. Faridi, PhD was promoted to professor
of physiology and pharmacology.
Risa Fujishige was promoted to professional
program specialist, Office of Professional Programs.
David Gilette, PT, DPT, GCS was hired as assistant
professor of physical therapy, tenure track.

Robin Harrison was hired as program services
assistant, Department of Physical Therapy.
Jennifer Henderson Sabes, AuD was hired as
assistant professor of audiology, tenure track.
Dua Her ’09 was promoted to director of external
relations and professional development, Office of
External Relations.
Kimberly A. Hoffmann ’89, PharmD, BCPP
was promoted to clinical professor of
pharmacy practice.
Shu-En Lim, AuD, CCC-A was promoted to director
of the Hearing and Balance Center, San Francisco.
Gaby Medrano-Magana was hired as records
coordinator II, Office of Academic Affairs.
Miki Susanto Park, PhD was promoted
to professor of pharmaceutics and
medicinal chemistry.
Rajul A. Patel ’01, ’06, PharmD, PhD was
promoted to professor of pharmacy practice.
Neel Prasad ’96, PharmD was hired as assistant
clinical professor of pharmacy practice and
regional coordinator for Modesto/East Bay.
Partha Sarathi Roy, PhD was hired as research
associate, Department of Pharmaceutics and
Medicinal Chemistry.
Linda Selvidge was promoted to professional
program and outreach coordinator, Office of
Professional Programs.

Eric Shepherd was promoted to business
manager, Office of the Dean.
Griffin Talan was hired as research assistant,
Department of Audiology.
Carlos A. Villalba-Galea, PhD was hired
as assistant professor of physiology
and pharmacology.
Deepti Vyas, PharmD, BCPS was promoted
to associate professor of pharmacy practice
with tenure.
Joel Wagner, PharmD was promoted to
clinical professor of pharmaceutics and
medicinal chemistry.
Joseph A. Woelfel ’70, ’72, ’78, BS, MS, PhD,
RPh, FASCP was promoted to full professor of
pharmacy practice.
James Young was hired as technical support
specialist I, Office of Technical Support.
Zhu “Kerrie” Zhou ’14, BPharm, PhD was hired as
assistant clinical professor of pharmaceutics and
medicinal chemistry.

Tamara L. Phelan ’08, PT, EdD, FAAOMPT,
professor, Department of Physical Therapy
Roshanak Rahimian, PharmD, MSc,
PhD, professor, Department of Physiology
and Pharmacology
Michael Susca, PhD, CCC-SLP, BRS-FD,
associate professor, Department of SpeechLanguage Pathology

10 Years
Eric G. Boyce, PharmD, professor, associate
dean for academic affairs, Department of
Pharmacy Practice
Susan Burkhardt, academic affairs coordinator,
Office of Academic Affairs
Jill Duthie, PhD, CCC-SLP, associate professor,
Department of Speech-Language Pathology
Kimberly Eayrs, coordinator of pre-health programs,
Office of Pre-Pharmacy and Pre-Health Affairs
Mary Nakamura, administrative assistant II,
Office of External Relations

5 Years
Jason Bandy ’00, PharmD, FCSHP, associate
clinical professor, regional coordinator for
Sacramento, Department of Pharmacy Practice
Linda Selvidge, professional program and outreach
coordinator, Office of Professional Programs
Rachel Soares, technical support specialist, lead,
Office of Technical Support
Minh Tran, technical support specialist II,
Office of Technical Support
Deepti Vyas, PharmD, BCPS, associate professor,
Department of Pharmacy Practice
Susan Webster, director of development,
Office of External Relations
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Rosie Fox

SEPT. 28, 1951–MARCH 29, 2017
Rosie Fox passed away on March 29,
2017. She is remembered for bringing
an aura of tranquility and kindness to
every interaction.
“She welcomed everyone with a ready
smile,” said friend and former colleague
Consuelo “Consie” Roberts. “She had
a certain calmness about her. Whenever I
had a conversation with her, I always felt
like I had her full attention no matter how
busy she was.”
Fox spent several years on the staff
of San Joaquin Delta College before
joining the Pacific staff. “As the first
person to make contact with prospective
students of the doctor of physical therapy
[DPT] program, I think she was a great
ambassador,” Roberts said.
Cathy Peterson, PT, EdD, professor and chair of the Department of Physical
Therapy, shares, “She will be remembered as the face of our program to
our applicants.”
“She was known for her calming
and assuring presence, prompt and
knowledgeable responses and her
genuine and nonjudgmental interactions
with everyone with whom she
interacted,” said Dr. Peterson. “She was
so efficient, professional and caring that
she made everyone around her more
efficient, professional and caring.”

“Rosie’s heart was
bigger than any room
she occupied and she
always saw beyond
herself.”
- Cathy Peterson, PT, EdD

During Fox’s illness, many of the physical therapy students wore gray “no
one fights alone” bracelets to show their support and to promote brain
cancer awareness. The students also organized a fundraiser in her honor and
the proceeds were given to her family. The DPT Class of 2018 also designed
a Pacific Tigers physical therapy T-shirt with a gray ribbon on the sleeve with
her initials.
A lifelong resident of Stockton, Fox’s circle of friends included people she
had known since childhood. Being surrounded by family and friends brought
her great joy. She and her husband, Harvey "Tom" Fox, were avid travelers
and together they built a lifetime of memories. She enjoyed gardening,
meditating and watching classic movies.
“Rosie’s heart was bigger than any room she occupied and she always saw
beyond herself,” Dr. Peterson said. “It wasn’t a mission, it was just natural
for her.”
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Carlos A. Villalba-Galea, PhD

Assistant Professor
Dr. Villalba-Galea and Shelly Gulati, assistant
professor of bioengineering, jointly received a
Pacific Committee for Academic Planning and
Development (CAPD) grant for the S3@Pacific
interdisciplinary science lecture program. The
series promotes interaction between science
departments across the university, fostering crossdisciplinary collaborative work within the university
and with other institutions.

TIGER STRIPES
Our faculty and staff are constantly earning their stripes on campus,
across the country and around the world. Review their recent grants,
presentations, publications and recognitions.

GRANTS
Pharmacy Practice

Mamoun M. Alhamadsheh, PhD

Professor
Dr. Patel received a $30,000 grant for the Mobile
Medicare Clinics from Kaiser Permanente Northern
California Regions under its "Access to Primary and
Preventative Care" funding priority.

Sachin A. Shah, PharmD

Associate Professor, Regional Coordinator Travis AFB, PGY1 Pharmacy Residency Director Travis AFB
Dr. Shah was awarded a University of the Pacific
Scholarly/Artistic Activities Grant (SAAG) for the
proposal “Impact of Monster and Red Bull on the
Heart Rhythm.”

Mark P. Walberg ’06, ’09, PharmD, PhD, CTH
Associate Professor, Regional Coordinator San Fernando/Los Angeles
Dr. Walberg was awarded the Rupley-Church
grant for International Understanding from
Pacific’s Committee for Academic Planning and
Development. This grant will support his pursuit
of the American Society of Tropical Medicine
and Hygiene’s Certificate of Knowledge in
Tropical Medicine.
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Physical Therapy
Pharmaceutics and
Medicinal Chemistry

Rajul A. Patel ’01, ’06, PharmD, PhD

Dr. Villalba-Galea is a subcontractor for the study
“Structural Determinants of P1P2 Regulation,”
which received an R01 grant for $40,000 a year
for five years. This grant is in collaboration with
principal investigator (PI) Diomedes Logothetis,
PhD, chair of the Department of Pharmaceutical
Sciences at Northeastern University.

Associate Professor
Dr. Alhamadsheh received a grant from
Pacific’s Committee for Academic Planning
and Development.

Melanie A. Felmlee, PhD

Assistant Professor
Dr. Felmlee was awarded a Pacific SAAG for the
proposal “Sex Differences in Monocarboxylate
Transporter Expression on GHB.”
Dr. Felmlee was awarded the 2017 American
Association of Colleges of Pharmacy New
Investigator Award for the proposal “Maturation
and Spatial Expression of Intestinal MCT1
in Obesity.”

Bhaskara R. Jasti ’95, MPharm, PhD

Professor
Dr. Jasti and Xiaoling Li, PhD, professor of
pharmaceutics and medicinal chemistry, received
a grant for the technical development of semisolid
dosage forms to blocking HPV replication and
inducing apoptosis in HPV-infected lesions. This
research is supported by Antiva Biosciences, Inc.
for two years for a total of $93,655.

Dr. Jasti was named the 2016-17 recipient of
a Pacific Holmok Cancer Research grant for
the proposal “Design of Novel Peptide Ligands
for Targeting Tumor Vascular Endothelial
CD13 Receptor.”

Zhu Zhou ’14, BPharm, PhD

Assistant Clinical Professor
Dr. Zhou was awarded a SAAG grant for the
proposal “Smokers, No RutaCleanse, Please.”

Physiology and Pharmacology
Robert F. Halliwell, PhD

Professor
Dr. Halliwell, along with Edward L. Rogan,
PharmD, BCACP, assistant professor of pharmacy
practice, received a grant in 2016 from San
Joaquin County Behavioral Health Services for
the proposal “Partnering Pharmacists and Those
with Lived Experience of Mental Illness to Enhance
Recognition, Early Intervention and Care Capacity
in the Wellness Center of San Joaquin.”

Roshanak Rahimian, PharmD, MSc, PhD
Professor
Dr. Rahimian was awarded a $302,428
National Institutes of Health (NIH) grant (R15)
for the proposal “Diabetes, Estrogen and
Endothelial Dysfunction.”

Carl L. Fairburn III ’10, PT, DPT

Assistant Professor
Dr. Fairburn was awarded a 2016 Pacific SAAG
grant for the project “Respiratory Muscle Strength
Training on Aspects of Vocal Function.” Dr. Fairburn
is working with Derek Isetti ’08, PhD, CCC-SLP,
assistant professor of speech-language pathology,
on this collaborative research study.
Dr. Fairburn was awarded a 2016 Pacific
Technology in Education Committee grant for
the project “Integrating Real-time Interpretive
Electrocardiography and Pulmonary Function
Testing into Physical Therapy Education
and Practice.”

Jim Mansoor, PhD

Professor
Dr. Mansoor was awarded an NIH grant (R29)
in the amount of $375,000 over two years for
the project “Using Exhaled Breath to Evaluate
the Long-term Mechanisms of Early-life Arsenic
Exposure.” Collaborators on this project are
Craig M. Steinmaus, MD, University of California,
Berkeley (PI); Edward S. Schelegle, PhD, University
of California, Davis (PI); and Cristina E. Davis, PhD,
University of California, Davis (subaward PI).
Dr. Mansoor received a Pacific CAPD grant.

Casey Nesbit, PT, DPT, DSc, PCS

Assistant Professor and Director of
Clinical Education
Dr. Nesbit was awarded a Pacific CAPD grant to
support her scholarly work to improve teaching
and learning.

Speech-Language Pathology
Derek Isetti ’08, PhD, CCC-SLP

Assistant Professor
Dr. Isetti was awarded a grant from the University’s
Strategic Educational Excellence Development fund
for the project “Prevention and Screening of Voice
Disorders: Providing a Bridge between Academic
Disciplines at Pacific.”

PRESENTATIONS
Audiology
Rupa Balachandran, PhD

Associate Professor, Department Chair
Dr. Balachandran was invited to present at
the “Now Hear This” workshop, hosted by the
Federal Trade Commission, on April 18, 2017, in
Washington, D.C. Dr. Balachandran was on a panel
discussing service delivery of over the counter
hearing aids.
Dr. Balachandran presented “Computer-Based
Therapy for Central Auditory Processing Disorders:
Audiologists and Parents in an Inter-Disciplinary
Team” at the 2017 California Speech-LanguageHearing Association (CSHA) Annual Convention and
Exhibition in March 2017 in Pasadena.

Pharmacy Practice
Jill Bennett, PharmD, APh, BCPS

Adjunct Faculty
Dr. Bennett presented the poster “Identifying Risk
Factors and Patients at Risk for Clostridium Difficile
Infections at Antelope Valley Hospital” at the 2016
American Society of Health-System Pharmacists
(ASHP) Midyear Clinical Meeting. Co-investigators
were S. Shneezai, PharmD, BCCCP, CGP; C.
Steinwachs, PharmD; A. Luong, PharmD; J. Lee
and C. Teng.

Dr. Bennett presented the poster “Appropriate
Fentanyl Monitoring at Antelope Valley Hospital” at the
2016 ASHP Midyear Clinical Meeting. Co-investigators
were A. Miller, PharmD, BCPS, BCCCP and J. Lee.

Eric G. Boyce, PharmD

Professor, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Dr. Boyce presented the poster “Teachers
Seminar, Dialogues on Foundations of Teaching:
Incorporating the Patient Care Process in the
Curriculum - Ready, Set, Go?” at the American
Association of Colleges of Pharmacy’s Annual
Meeting on July 23, 2016, in Anaheim.

Peter Hilsenrath, PhD

Joseph M. Long Chair of Healthcare Management,
Professor of Economics
Dr. Hilsenrath presented “Precautionary Savings,
Health Insurance & Macroeconomic Structural
Adjustment in China” at the International Jerusalem
Conference on Health Policy in May 2016 in
Jerusalem, Israel.

Elaine Law, PharmD, BCPS, FCSHP

Assistant Professor, Regional Coordinator San Jose
Dr. Law, along with Abigail Lin ’17, PharmD,
Connie Lin ’17, PharmD and Jessica Liang ’14,
PharmD, presented “Cost-Effective Analysis to
Evaluate Potential Replacement of Traditional aPTT
testing with Anti-Factor Xa at a Small Community
Hospital” at the ASHP Midyear Clinical Meeting in
December 2016 in Las Vegas.
Dr. Law, along with Lydia Foo ’17, PharmD and
Olga DeTorres, PharmD, presented “Assessing
Adherence to Guideline Weight-Based Dosing of
Pre-Surgical Antibiotic Prophylaxis in OB/GYN
Patients at a Community Hospital” at the 2016
ASHP Midyear Clinical Meeting.

Yvonne Mai ’13, PharmD

Assistant Professor, Regional Coordinator- Stockton
Dr. Mai, Tasha Farnaam ’18, Sian Carr-Lopez
’85, PharmD, FASHP, Allen Shek, PharmD,
professor of pharmacy practice, and Cynthia
S. Valle-Oseguera ’12, PharmD, APP, BCACP,
BCGP, assistant professor of pharmacy practice,
presented the “Role of Pharmacy Students in an
Opioid Safety Population Health Initiative” at 2016
ASHP Midyear Clinical Meeting.
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Dr. Mai, along with Kerina Chiu ’15, PharmD,
Nina Doan ’17, PharmD, Katherine Lee, PharmD,
Rosemary Hernandez, PharmD, BCPS and William
Yee ’83, PharmD, FASHP, FCSHP, presented
“Pharmacist Impact on Reducing Days of Therapy
of Piperacillin/Tazobactam” at the California Society
of Health-System Pharmacists (CSHP) Seminar in
October 2016 in Anaheim.

Physiology and Pharmacology

Dr. Mai, along with Megan Shimada ’15, PharmD,
Jennifer Foster ’17, PharmD, Hao Nguyen ’17,
PharmD, Patricia A. Carlton, PharmD, CDE and
Dr. Yee, presented “Impact of Pharmacist-Driven
Transitions of Care: A Pilot Study” at the 2016
CSHP Seminar.

Dr. Halliwell gave the presentation “How to
Slow Brain Aging Without Really Trying” at the
Jewish Community Center of San Francisco on
June 11, 2017.

Dr. Mai, along with Amy Pham ’15, PharmD,
Dr. Doan, Dr. Hernandez and Dr. Yee, presented
“Evaluating the Impact of Pharmacy Services in the
Operating Room” at the 2016 CSHP Seminar.

William Murray ’84, PharmD

Clinical Pharmacist
Dr. Murray, along with J.W. Murray and E. Arevalo,
presented “Estimation of Vancomycin Clearance
and Area Under the Curve (AUC) from Non-SteadyState Serum Concentrations: Comparison of The
Relationship Between Trough Levels and AUC
Calculations” at the ASHP Midyear Meeting on Dec.
6, 2016, in Las Vegas.

Sachin A. Shah, PharmD

Associate Professor, Regional Coordinator Travis AFB, PGY1 Pharmacy Residency Director Travis AFB
Dr. Shah presented “Use of Aloe Vera on Diabetes
and Dyslipidemia” at the American Herbal Products
Association meeting on Oct. 8, 2016, in Las Vegas.

Joseph A. Woelfel ’70, ’72, ’78, BS, MS,
PhD, RPh, FASCP, BCGP

Associate Professor, Director of Patient Care Clinics
Dr. Woelfel and Dr. Patel presented “Mobile
Medicare Clinics; An ECHO Service Model” at the
American Geriatrics Society 2016 Annual Scientific
Meeting on May 20, 2016, in Long Beach.
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Robert F. Halliwell, PhD

Professor
Dr. Halliwell served as a guest speaker at
Humphreys College in Stockton, where he gave
the presentation “How to Maintain a Healthy Brain
Without Really Trying.”

Dr. Halliwell gave an invited research presentation
“Evaluating Human Stem Cell-derived Neurons for
Neuropharmacology & Neurotoxicology Studies” at
Global Technology Community’s GTCbio Stem Cell
Summit in April 2016, in Boston.
Dr. Halliwell gave the presentation
“Electrophysiological Properties of Neurons Derived
from Human Stem Cells In Vitro” at the SelectBio
conference on Stem Cells for Drug Discovery &
Toxicity Screening in July 2017 in Boston.
Parto Khansari ’07, PhD, Sonali Shaligram ’17,
PhD and Dr. Halliwell presented “Neuroprotective
Mechanisms of Mefenamic Acid in an In Vitro
Model of Stroke” at the 2016 American Heart
Association Annual Meeting in New Orleans.

Physical Therapy
Todd Davenport, PT, DPT, MPH, OCS

Associate Professor, Program Director
Dr. Davenport co-authored and presented the
poster “Validity of Functional Screening Tests
to Predict Lost-Time Lower Extremity Injury in
a Small Cohort of Female Collegiate Athletes”
at the American Physical Therapy Association
(APTA) 2016 Combined Sections Meeting (CSM)
in Anaheim.
Dr. Davenport, along with Mark VanNess, PhD,
professor, Department of Health, Exercise and Sport
Sciences; Staci Stevens; Jared Stevens and Lily
Chu, MD, MSHS, presented “Systemic Exertional
Intolerance Disease, Myalgic Encephalomyelitis,
or Chronic Fatigue Syndrome? What’s in the Name
and Why It Matters for Physical Therapists” at
CSM 2016.

Dr. Davenport, along with Mike Eisenhart, PT, and
Christopher Hinze, PT, DPT, presented “Evolution or
Revolution? Physical Therapists in Prevention and
Population Health” at CSM in February 2017 in San
Antonio, Texas.
Dinah Compton ’15, DPT and co-author Dr.
Davenport presented “Hand Hygiene Compliance
Among Visitors to Acute Health Care Settings: A
Systematic Review” at CSM 2016.
Traci Leahy ’17, Wayne Reagan ’17, Sonia Singh
’17, and Andy Westhafer ’17 presented “Effect
of Frontal Plane Angle of Inclination of the Femur
on Lengths and Moment Arms of Selected Hip
Musculature in a Human Cadaver Model” at the
2016 Annual Conference of the California Physical
Therapy Association (CPTA) in October 2016, in
Santa Clara. Co-authored by Tamara L. Phelan
’08, PT, EdD, FAAOMPT, professor of physical
therapy, Dr. Mansoor and Dr. Davenport.
Justin Scola ’17, along with co-authors Panthjit
Khosa ’17 and Dr. Davenport, presented “Initial
Impact of Physical Therapy Hashtags on Twitter:
A Feasibility Study and Descriptive Analysis” at
CSM 2017.

Carl L. Fairburn III ’10, PT, DPT

Assistant Professor
Dr. Fairburn, along with co-authors Cathy
Peterson, PT, EdD, department chair and professor
of physical therapy, Anna Barrett ’16, PT, DPT
and Patrick Cawneen ’16, DPT, presented “DIY
Mid-Fidelity Simulation: It Takes Less Space,
Less Money and More Time Than You Think!” at
CSM 2017.
Dr. Fairburn, along with co-authors Dr. Nesbit,
Dr. Barrett and Sarah Haga ’16, DPT, presented
“Essential Knowledge and Patient Care Skills for
the Student Physical Therapist in the Acute Care
Setting” at the 2016 CPTA Annual Conference.
Rebecca Van Klaveren ’17, along with coauthors Dr. Fairburn and Dr. Davenport, presented
“Gender Distribution of Authors in the Journal of
Orthopaedic and Sports Physical Therapy, 20102014” at CSM 2017.

Cathy Peterson, PT, EdD

Professor, Department Chair
Dr. Peterson presented “Disability and
Accommodation Needs Among Physical Therapist &
Physical Therapist Assistant Students in the United
States” at the World Confederation for Physical
Therapy (WCPT) Congress 2017 in Cape Town,
South Africa. Study, manuscripts and presentation
co-authored by Martha Hinman, PT, DPT, EdD,
MHEd, professor and chair of physical therapy at
Anderson University, and Karen Gibbs ’99, PT, PhD,
DPT, CWS, associate professor of physical therapy
at Texas State University.
Dr. Peterson presented “Developing Best Practice
Guidelines for International Learning Opportunities
in Physical Therapy: Initial Recommendations” at
the WCPT Congress 2017. Study, manuscript and
poster co-authored by Jennifer G. Audette, PT, PhD,
assistant professor, University of Rhode Island, and
Lana Svien, PT, PhD, professor and chair, University
of South Dakota.
Dr. Peterson presented WCPT Congress 2017.
Poster co-authored by Aliya Chaudry, PT, MBA,
DPT, JD, dean and associate professor of physical
therapy at Langston University.
Dr. Peterson presented “Developing Clinical
Physiotherapists as Exemplary Clinical Instructors”
at the WCPT Congress 2017. Poster co-authored by
Joy Renae Karges, PT, EdD, MS, CLT, professor of
physical therapy and director of clinical education
at University of South Dakota.
Dr. Peterson served as a presenter and panelist at
the iHub San Joaquin Leadership Series. A Forum
on Stroke Awareness: Stroke’s Economic Impact in
the Central Valley, in September 2016 in Stockton.
Dr. Peterson served as a guest speaker at Diamond
Care Inc. STROKE: From Recognition to Recovery in
August 2016 in Stockton.
Dr. Peterson presented “The Anatomy of a Stroke”
at Central Valley Recovery, Awareness, Preventing
Strokes in June 2016 in Stockton.
Dr. Peterson presented “Optimizing Exercise Effects
on Neuroplasticity to Promote Motor Recovery:
A Synopsis of a CSM Presentation by Boyd and
Mang” at the Redwood Empire District of the CPTA
in May 2016 in Santa Rosa.

Dr. Peterson presented “The Unrelenting
Misperceptions of Spasticity and Hypertonicity:
A Synopsis of a CSM Presentation by Fisher,
Frendewey and Robinson.”

Speech-Language Pathology
Larry Boles, PhD, CCC-SLP

Professor, Graduate Director
Dr. Boles and co-author Karen Jacobs, MA
presented “CSDCAS Best Practices” at CSHA 2017.

Derek Isetti ’08, PhD, CCC-SLP

Assistant Professor
Dr. Isetti, along with co-presenters Tanya Eadie,
Carolyn Baylor and Michael Burns, presented “Is
Disclosure of Spasmodic Dysphonia Recommended
During a Telephone Interview?: Advice From
Employers” at the ASHA annual convention.

Jeannene M. Ward-Lonergan, PhD

Professor, Department Chair, Co-Director,
Language-Literacy Center
Dr. Ward-Lonergan, along with co-authors Michele
Anderson, PhD, Nickola Nelson, PhD, and Geraldine
Wallach, PhD, presented “How to Screen, Identify,
and Plan Interventions for Students with SLI,
Dyslexia, and Related Disorders” at CSHA 2017.
Dr. Ward-Lonergan, Jill Duthie, PhD, professor
of speech-language pathology, and their team
presented the seminar “Discourse Intervention:
Improving Spoken & Written Discourse in SchoolAge Children & Adults” at the American SpeechHearing-Language Association (ASHA) Annual
Convention on Nov. 18, 2016. Co-presenters were
Sandra Gillam, Ronald Gillam, Robin Danzak,
Barbara Arfe and Lisa Milman.
Dr. Ward-Lonergan, along with H. Kaiser, K.
Futterman, G. Wallach, K. Sandman-Hurley, T.
Meyer, L. Depole, E. Fogel Schneider and H. Catts,
presented “Dyslexia Legislation – Implications for
Speech-Language Pathologists in California” at the
CSHA Convention in April 2016 in Anaheim.

PUBLICATIONS
Audiology
Gabriella Musacchia, PhD

Assistant Professor
Dr. Musacchia, along with Mickel Paris, MLIS,
health sciences librarian; Jiong Hu, PhD, AuD,
assistant professor of audiology; Veronica
Koo ’18 and Susanna Marshall ’18, had
published the article “Using the Assessment
Process to Improve Evidence-Based Information
Gathering Skills for Future Audiologists” in
the Canadian Audiologist journal.

Pharmacy Practice
Eric G. Boyce, PharmD

Professor, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Dr. Boyce published the commentary “The
Pharmacists' Patient Care Process and More” in
the American Journal of Pharmaceutical Education
in 2017.
Dr. Boyce co-authored a resource guide
and published an article “The 2016 ACCP
Pharmacotherapy Didactic Curriculum Toolkit” in
Pharmacotherapy in 2016.

Peter Hilsenrath, PhD

Joseph M. Long Chair of Healthcare Management,
Professor of Economics
Dr. Hilsenrath published the article “Organization
and Finance of China’s Health Sector: Historical
Antecedents for Macroeconomic Structural
Adjustment” in “Inquiry: The Journal of Health Care
Organization, Provision, and Financing” in 2016.
Dr. Hilsenrath and co-author Wenjing Ouyang, PhD,
assistant professor of finance, published an article
“Price Variation M&A and CAPEX in Health Care:
Information Gleaned from Stock Price Variation,”
published in Inquiry: The Journal of Health Care
Organization, Provision, and Financing in 2017.
Dr. Hilsenrath and co-author Thomas Pogue,
associate director of the Pacific Center for
Business and Policy Research, published the article
“Distributed Dynamic Capabilities in South Africa’s
Mineral Resource-Finance Network” in Technology
in Society in 2017.
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Adam M. Kaye ’95, PharmD, FASCP, FCPhA

Clinical Professor, Coordinator Community I,
Introductory Pharmacy Practice Experience Program
Dr. Kaye, along with co-authors Xiulu Ruan; Jin
Jun Luo and A.D. Kaye, published the article
“Intravenous Acetaminophen for Postoperative
Pain Management in Patients Undergoing Living
Laparoscopic Living-Donor Nephrectomy” in Annals
of Pharmacotherapy in October 2016.
Dr. Kaye, along with co-authors A.D. Kaye, M.R.
Jones, J.G. Ripoll, V. Galan, B. D. Beakley, F. Calixto,
J.L. Bolden, R.D. Urman and L. Manchikanti,
published the article “Prescription Opioid Abuse in
Chronic Pain: An Updated Review of Opioid Abuse
Predictors and Strategies to Curb Opioid Abuse:
Part 1” in Pain Physician on Feb. 20, 2017.
Dr. Kaye, along with co-authors A.D. Kaye, M.
R. Jones, J.G. Ripoll, D. Jones, V. Galan, B.D.
Beakley, F. Calixto, J.L. Bolden, R.D. Urman and L.
Manchikanti, published the article “Prescription
Opioid Abuse in Chronic Pain: An Updated Review
of Opioid Abuse Predictors and Strategies to Curb
Opioid Abuse: Part 2” in Pain Physician in 2017.
Dr. Kaye, along with co-authors N.N. Knezevic,
H. McAnally, K. Slavin, A. M. Trescot, S. Blank,
V. Pampati, S. Abdi, J. Grider, A.D. Kaye, and L.
Manchikanti, published the article “Responsible,
Safe, and Effective Prescription of Opioids for
Chronic Non-Cancer Pain: American Society of
Interventional Pain Physicians (ASIPP) Guidelines”
in Pain Physician in 2017.
Dr. Kaye, along with co-authors Elyse M. Cornett,
PhD, Matthew Novitch, A.D. Kaye, published the
article “Medication-Induced Tardive Dyskinesia:
A Review and Update” in the Ochsner Journal
in 2017.
Dr. Kaye, along with co-authors X. Ruan, J. J. Luo
and A.D. Kaye, published the article “Non-medical
Use of Prescription Opioids is Associated with
Heroin Initiation Among US Veterans” in Addiction
on Jan. 25, 2017.

Sachin A. Shah, PharmD

Associate Professor, Regional Coordinator Travis AFB, PGY1 Pharmacy Residency Director Travis AFB
Dr. Shah, along with co-authors W.R. Dick and E.A.
Fletcher, published the article “Reduction of Fasting
Blood Glucose and Hemoglobin A1c Using Oral Aloe
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Vera: A Meta-Analysis” in The Journal of Alternative
and Complementary Medicine on June 22, 2016.
Dr. Shah, along with co-authors M. Cheung, J.
Quach, Amanda Chan ’16, PharmD and N. N.
Nguyen, published the article “Effects of Energy
Shots on Blood Pressure in Caffeine-Naïve versus
Caffeine-Consuming Healthy Volunteers” in the
Journal of Caffeine Research.
Dr. Shah, along with co-authors A.E. Dargush, V.
Potts, M. Lee, B.M. Millard-Hasting, B. Williams and
C.S. Lacey, published the article “Effects of Single
and Multiple Energy Shots on Blood Pressure and
Electrocardiographic Parameters” in the American
Journal of Cardiology on Feb. 1, 2016.
Dr. Shah, along with co-authors P. Crawford, C.
Thai, J. Obholz, J. Schievenin, M. True, J. Hallgren,
J. Clark and D. Sharon, published the article
“Assessment of The Effect of Lifestyle Intervention
Plus Water-Soluble Cinnamon Extract on Lowering
Blood Glucose in Pre-Diabetics, A Randomized,
Double-Blind, Multicenter, Placebo Controlled Trial:
Study Protocol for A Randomized Controlled Trial”
in Trials on Jan. 5, 2016.
Dr. Shah, along with co-authors Andrew Occiano
’16, PharmD; Tinh An “April” Nguyen ’16,
PharmD; Amanda Chan ’16, PharmD; Mouchumi
Bhattacharyya, professor of mathematics; Kate
M. O'Dell, PharmD, BCPS, professor of pharmacy
practice; Allen Shek, PharmD, professor of
pharmacy practice and N.N. Nguyen, published the
article “Electrocardiographic and Blood Pressure
Effects of Energy Drinks and Panax Ginseng in
Healthy Volunteers: A Randomized Clinical Trial” in
American Heart Association-EPI/NPAM in March
2016 and American Heart Association - Scientific
Sessions in November 2016.
Dr. Shah, along with co-authors T. M. Kozik, Dr.
Bhattacharyya, T. T. Franklin, T. F. Connolly, W.
Chien, G. S. Charos and M. M. Pelter, published the
article “Cardiovascular Responses to Energy Drinks
in a Healthy Population: The C-energy Study” in
The American Journal of Emergency Medicine in
July 2016.
Dr. Shah, along with co-authors Ji Hyun Jamie
Lee ’15, PharmD, Frank Son ’16, PharmD, Gloria
St John and Narinder Singh Parhar, published the
research article “Impact of a Novel Plant-based
Treatment Option in Improving Pulmonary Function

Markers in Patients with Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease and Asthma” in Alternative and
Integrative Medicine on April 11, 2016.
Dr. Shah, along with co-authors B.W. Chu, C.S.
Lacey, I.C. Riddock, M. Lee, A.E. Dargush, published
the article “The Impact of Acute Energy Drink
Consumption on Blood Pressure Parameters: A Metaanalysis” in The Annals of Pharmacotherapy in 2016.
Dr. Shah, along with co-authors Dr. Occiano, Dr.
T.A. Nguyen, Dr. Chan, J.C. Sky, Dr. Bhattacharyya,
Dr. O'Dell, Dr. Shek and N.N. Nguyen, published the
article “Electrocardiographic and Blood Pressure
Effects of Energy Drinks and Panax Ginseng in
Healthy Volunteers: A Randomized Clinical Trial”
in the International Journal of Cardiology on
Sep. 1, 2016.

Cynthia S. Valle-Oseguera ’12, PharmD,
APP, BCACP, BCGP

Assistant Professor
Dr. Valle-Oseguera and Dr. Boyce published the
article “Dentists and Pharmacists: Paradigm
Shifts and Interprofessional Collaborative Practice
Models” in California Pharmacist.

Physiology and Pharmacology
Robert F. Halliwell, PhD

Professor
Dr. Halliwell published the article
“Electrophysiological properties of Neurons Derived
from Human Stem Cells and iNeurons In Vitro,” in
Neurochemistry International in 2017.
Dr. Halliwell and J. M. Haynes published the
editorial “The Potential of Stem Cells for 21st
Century Neuroscience, II,” in Neurochemistry
International in 2017.

Roshanak Rahimian, PharmD, MSc, PhD

Professor
Dr. Rahimian, along with co-authors Sonali
Shaligram ’17, PhD, Farjana Akther ’19, M.
Karimi, J. Graham, K. Stanhope and P. Havel,
published the article “Sexual Dimorphism in
Mesenteric Arterial Function of a Novel Rat Model
of Type 2 Diabetes, UC Davis-Type 2 Diabetes
Mellitus (UCD-T2DM),” FASEB 2016, San Diego,
FASEB J 2016.

Dr. Rahimian, along with co-authors Xiaoyuan
Han ’14, PhD, Dr. Shaligram, Rui Zhang ’13,
PhD and L. Anderson, published the article
“Sex-Specific Vascular Responses of the Rat Aorta:
Effects of Moderate Term (Intermediate Stage)
Streptozotocin-Induced Diabetes” in the Canadian
Journal of Physiology and Pharmacology in 2016.
Dr. Rahimian, along with co-authors Farjana Akther,
Dr. Shaligram, M. Karimi, J. Graham, K. Stanhope
and P. Havel, published the article “Sex-based
Differences in the Aortic Function of UCD-T2DM
Rats: A Novel Rat Model of Type 2 Diabetes
Mellitus,” San Diego, FASEB J 2016.
Dr. Rahimian, along with co-authors Gemma
Sangüesa, Dr. Shaligram, Farjana Akther, Núria
Roglans, PharmD; Juan C. Laguna, PhD and Marta
Alegret, PharmD, published the article “Type of
Supplemented Simple Sugar, Not Merely Calorie
Intake, Determines Adverse Effects on Metabolism
and Aortic Function in Female Rats” in the
American Journal of Physiology in February 2017.

Physical Therapy
Todd Davenport, PT, DPT, MPH, OCS

Associate Professor, Program Director
Dr. Davenport published the monograph “Outcomes
in Orthopaedic Physical Therapy Practice: Patient SelfReport Measures for Individuals with Spine Conditions”
through the Orthopaedic Section of the APTA.
Dr. Davenport co-authored the conference abstract
“Chronotropic Incompetence in Chronic Fatigue
Syndrome/Myalgic Encephalomyelitis,” which
appeared in the Cardiopulmonary Physical Therapy
Journal in January 2016. Additional contributors
were Mark Van Ness, PhD; Staci Stevens; Jared
Stevens; Haylee Bettencourt and Christopher R.
Snell, PhD, professor emeritus.
Dr. Davenport co-authored the article “The Effect
of Velocity of Joint Mobilization on Corticospinal
Excitability in Individuals with a History of Ankle
Sprain” in the Journal of Orthopaedic and Sports
Physical Therapy in July 2016.
Dr. Davenport co-authored the article “Timing
of Physical Therapy Initiation for Nonsurgical
Management of Musculoskeletal Disorders and
Effects on Patient Outcomes: A Systematic Review”
published in the Journal of Orthopaedic and Sports
Physical Therapy in January 2016.

Share your noteworthy accomplishments
Tell us about your recent grants, presentations, publications
and recognitions. Faculty, preceptors, clinical instructors,
students and alumni are invited to submit. To submit your
Tiger Stripes, go to bit.ly/submittigerstripes
Jessica Garcia ’13, PT, DPT was lead author on
the article “Exercise for Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder: Systematic Review and Critical Synthesis
of the Literature,” co-authored by Dr. Davenport
and Dr. Mansoor, published in the Orthopaedic
Physical Therapy Practice January 2017.
Megan Jackson ’14, DPT was lead author
on the article “Trigger Point Dry Needling for
Musculoskeletal Pain and Disability: A Systematic
Review of Comparative Effectiveness Research,”
co-authored by Kylie Rowe, PT, DPT, and Dr.
Davenport, published in the Orthopaedic Physical
Therapy Practice in September 2016.
Chris Wolfinger ’16, PT, DPT, ATC and co-author Dr.
Davenport published the article “Physical Therapy
Management of Ice Hockey Players: From the Clinic
to the Rink and Back” in the International Journal of
Sports Physical Therapy in November 2016.

Speech-Language Pathology
Jeannene M. Ward-Lonergan, PhD

Professor, Department Chair, Co-Director,
Language-Literacy Center
Dr. Ward-Lonergan and co-author Dr. Duthie
published the article “Intervention to Improve
Expository Reading Comprehension Skills in Older
Children and Adolescents with Language Disorders”
in Topics in Language Disorders in 2016.

RECOGNITIONS
Audiology
Gail Amornpongchai, AuD

Clinical Director of Audiology
Dr. Amornpongchai serves on the California
Academy of Audiology (CAA) board as a Central
California representative.

Carl L. Fairburn III ’10, PT, DPT

Assistant Professor
Rebecca Van Klaveren ’17, along with co-authors
Dr. Fairburn and Dr. Davenport, published the
conference abstract “Gender Distribution of Authors
in the Journal of Orthopaedic Sports Physical
Therapy, 2010-2014” in the Journal of Orthopaedic
and Sports Physical Therapy in January 2017.

Preeti Deshpande Oza, PT, PhD, NCS

Assistant Professor
Dr. Oza, along with co-authors S. Dudley-Javoroski
and R. Shields, published the article “Dynamic
Fatigue Does Not Alter Soleus H-Reflexes
Conditioned by Homonymous or Heteronymous
Pathways” in Motor Control on Oct. 13, 2016.
Dr. Oza, along with co-authors A.A. Miramonti, N.D.
Jenkins, J.P. Weir, and J.T. Cramer, published the
article “Mechanomyographic Responses During
Recruitment Curves in the Soleus Muscle” in
Muscle Nerve on Oct. 8, 2016.

Jacque Georgeson, AuD

Director of Clinical Education and Training
Dr. Georgeson serves as an academic program
liaison and chair of the Student Scholarship
Committee for the CAA.
Dr. Georgeson served on the California SpeechLanguage Pathology, Audiology and Hearing Aid
Dispensing Board and as a subject matter expert
for the 2017 Audiology Occupational Analysis.
Dr. Georgeson serves as secretary of the Council of
Audiology Programs.
Dr. Georgeson serves as a member of the Student
Readiness Workgroup on Audiology Education
for ASHA.

Shu-En A. Lim, AuD, CCC-A

Assistant Clinical Professor, Audiologist
Dr. Lim serves as the secretary for the CAA.
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TIGER STRIPES CONTINUED
Pharmacy Practice
Veronica T. Bandy ’01, ’08, MS, PharmD,
FCPhA, FCSHP
Associate Clinical Professor
Dr. Bandy was selected as the California
Pharmacists Association president elect.

Jill Bennett, PharmD, APh, BCPS

Adjunct Faculty
Dr. Bennett earned her Advanced Practice (APh)
licensure in California in 2017.

Gerald Dieter Griffin ’71, MD, PharmD

Adjunct Faculty
Dr. Griffin received the Pacific Alumni Association
2017 Distinguished Professional Service award.

Peter Hilsenrath, PhD

Joseph M. Long Chair of Healthcare Management,
Professor of Economics
Dr. Hilsenrath was appointed to the editorial board
of Hospital Topics, one of the oldest publications in
the field.

Elaine Law, PharmD, BCPS, FCSHP

Assistant Professor, Regional Coordinator San Jose
Dr. Law was named a Fellow of CSHP in recognition
of her excellence in pharmacy practice.

Yvonne Mai ’13, PharmD

Assistant Professor, Regional Coordinator- Stockton
Dr. Mai received the Thomas J. Long Foundation
Faculty Fellowship Award.

Mark P. Walberg ’06, ’09, PharmD, PhD, CTH
Associate Professor, Regional Coordinator San Fernando/Los Angeles
Dr. Walberg received the Pacific Eberhardt
Teacher-Scholar Award.

Pharmaceutics and
Medicinal Chemistry

Speech-Language Pathology

Mamoun M. Alhamadsheh, PhD

Professor, Graduate Director
Dr. Boles received the CSHA District 3 Outstanding
Achievement Award.

Associate Professor
Dr. Alhamadsheh received the Eberhardt TeacherScholar Award.

Bhaskara R. Jasti ’95, MPharm, PhD
Professor
Dr. Jasti received the 2017 Distinguished
Faculty Award.

Physiology and Pharmacology
Roshanak Rahimian, PharmD, MSc, PhD

Professor
Dr. Rahimian received Pacific’s 2016 Faculty
Research Lecturer Award, which recognizes faculty
with a record of meritorious research or artistic
contributions during their service at the University.
Dr. Rahimian served as an ad-hoc reviewer for
the Center for Scientific Review, Vascular Cellular
and Molecular Biology study section of the NIH in
Washington, DC.

Physical Therapy
Cathy Peterson, PT, EdD

Professor, Department Chair
Dr. Peterson served on the three-member U.S.
regional peer review committee for 201718 Fulbright U.S. Scholar applications to
Southern Africa.

Larry Boles, PhD, CCC-SLP

Jill Duthie, PhD, CCC-SLP

Associate Professor
Dr. Duthie serves as the CSHA District 3 volunteer
district director.

2017–18

Calendar of Events
2017
November
9-11

Jeannene M. Ward-Lonergan, PhD

Professor, Department Chair, Co-Director,
Language-Literacy Center
Dr. Ward-Lonergan received the CSHA District 3
Outstanding Service Award.
Dr. Ward-Lonergan was recognized for her
contributions to the position paper and resource
guide released by CSHA entitled “Roles and
Responsibilities of Speech-Language Pathologists
with Respect to Literacy in Children and
Adolescents in California.”
Dr. Ward-Lonergan serves as the CSHA
Ambassador to the Decoding Dyslexia California
Association (DDCA) organization.
Dr. Ward-Lonergan served as the CSHA
Representative to the California Department of
Education's Dyslexia Guidelines Work Group that
pertains to the AB 1369 legislation.

9

12-15

14

American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association (ASHA) Convention
Los Angeles Convention Center | Los Angeles, Calif.
asha.org
Pacific Speech Language Pathology Alumni Association
(PSLPAA) Alumni and Friends Reception at ASHA
7–9 p.m. | El Cholo | Los Angeles, Calif. |
pacificpahsalum.org
American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists
(AAPS) Annual Meeting and Exposition
San Diego Convention Center | San Diego, Calif.
aaps.org
Pharmacy Alumni Reception at AAPS
Noon–1:30 p.m. | Marriott Marquis San Diego Marina
San Diego, Calif. | pacificpahsalum.org

December
3-7

4

American Society of Health-System Pharmacists
(ASHP) Midyear Meeting
Orange County Convention Center | Orlando, Fla.
ashp.org
Pacific Pharmacy Alumni Association (PPAA) Alumni
and Friends Reception at ASHP
Bahama Breeze | Orlando, Fla. | pacificpahsalum.org

Continued on page 46

Learn more about these events
at pacificpahsalum.org
To receive reminders by email please
update your contact information at
pacificpahsalum.org/connect

Dr. Peterson serves as a seating and mobility
specialist for Hope Haven West. She served at
seating clinics in Ecuador in October 2016, Peru in
September 2016 and Vietnam in July 2016.

Joseph A. Woelfel ’70, ’72, ’78, BS, MS,
PhD, RPh, FASCP, BCGP

Associate Professor, Director of Patient Care Clinics
Dr. Woelfel earned Geriatric Board Certification
from the Commission for Certification in Geriatric
Pharmacy on May 1, 2016.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS CONTINUED

2018
February
21-24

May
18

Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and
Health Sciences Graduation Banquets
6 p.m. | University of the Pacific | Stockton, Calif.
pacificpahsalum.org

TBD

Speech-Language Pathology Welcome Back Dinner
5 p.m. | Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and
Health Sciences | Stockton, Calif.
pacificpahsalum.org

19

Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and
Health Sciences Commencement Ceremony
9 a.m. | A.G. Spanos Center | Stockton, Calif.
phscommencement.com

TBD

Pharmacy White Coat Ceremony
9 a.m. | University of the Pacific | Stockton, Calif.
pacificpahsalum.org

Combined Sections Meeting (CSM)
New Orleans, La. | apta.org

TBD

Pacific Physical Therapy Alumni Association
(PPTAA) Alumni and Friends Reception at CSM
TBD | New Orleans, La. | pacificpahsalum.org

March
16-9

American Pharmacists Association (APhA) Annual
Meeting and Exposition
Nashville, Tenn. | aphameeting.org

TBD

APhA California Schools Reception
TBD | Nashville, Tenn. | aphameeting.org

TBD

22-23

July
TBD

21-25

Doctor of Physical Therapy Candidacy Luncheon
Noon | TBD | pacificpahsalum.org

22-25

California Speech-Language-Hearing Association
(CSHA) Annual State Convention
Sacramento, Calif. | csha.org

24

PSLPAA Alumni and Friends Breakfast at CSHA
TBD | Sacramento, Calif. | pacificpahsalum.org

September

Pharmacy Scholarship Ceremony
4 p.m. | Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and
Health Sciences | Stockton, Calif.
American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy
(AACP) Annual Meeting and Seminars
Sheraton Boston Hotel & Hynes Convention Center
Boston, Mass. | aacp.org

California Physical Therapy Association (CPTA)
Annual Conference
Santa Clara Convention Center, | Santa Clara, Calif.
ccapta.org

TBA

PPTAA Alumni and Friends Reception at CPTA
TBD | Santa Clara, Calif. | pacificpahsalum.org

TBD

PPAA Alumni and Friends San Diego Regional
Reception
TBD | pacificpahsalum.org

TBD

Audiology White Coat Ceremony
TBD | University of the Pacific | San Francisco, Calif.
pacificpahsalum.org

August
31

Physical Therapy White Coat Ceremony
6 p.m. | DeRosa University Center, Ballroom
Stockton, Calif. | pacificpahsalum.org

October
TBD

Pacific Homecoming
University of the Pacific | Stockton, Calif.
pacificalumni.org

TBD

National Community Pharmacists Association
(NCPA) Annual Convention and Trade Exposition
TBD | ncpanet.org

4-7

California Society of Health-System Pharmacists
(CSHP) Seminar
Sheraton Hotel and Marina | San Diego, Calif.
cshp.org

5

PPAA Alumni and Friends Reception at CSHP
TBD | San Diego, Calif. | pacificpahsalum.org

29

Pharmacy Employer Showcase
9 a.m.–1 p.m. | DeRosa University Center Ballroom
University of the Pacific | Stockton, Calif.
pacific.edu/phs

TBD

Speech-Language Pathology Employer Showcase
TBD | DeRosa University Center Ballroom
University of the Pacific | Stockton, Calif.
pacific.edu/phs

TBD

Physical Therapy Employer Showcase
TBD | DeRosa University Center Ballroom
University of the Pacific | Stockton, Calif.
pacific.edu/phs

April
TBD

12-15

30th Annual New Drugs and Modern Concepts
in Pharmacotherapy
San Francisco, Calif. | newdrugsce.com
California Pharmacists Association (CPhA)
Western Pharmacy Exchange
San Diego, Calif. | cpha.com

What did you think of
the magazine?
Let us know. To take a brief survey
go to bit.ly/interactionssurvey2017

FOR MORE INFORMATION
ABOUT EVENTS CONTACT
Becky Perry '01, '09
Alumni Relations Coordinator
209.932.3275
bperry@pacific.edu

14 PPAA Alumni and Friends Breakfast at CPhA

7:30 a.m. | San Diego, Calif. | pacificpahsalum.org

CONNECT WITH US
facebook.com/PacificPaHSAlumni
@PacificPaHSAlum
pacificpahsalum.org
pacific.edu/phs
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