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CLASS NOTES Passings

Mamie Darlington  
Emeritus Professor  
of Sociology  
College of the Paci�c
1935–2016

Former sociology professor 
Mamie Darlington passed away 
June 18 in Atlanta at the age of 80. 
Darlington joined the Department 

of Sociology in 1992 as director of the black studies program. 
During her time at Paci�c, she developed the social services emphasis 
in the department and was instrumental in evolving the black 
studies program into what is now the ethnic studies program. 

She worked to support many diverse students across the campus, 
including serving as adviser for Paci�c’s Black Student Union for many 
years and for the campus chapter of Delta Sigma �eta Sorority Inc. 

She was often heard to say, “I teach students, not subjects.” 

She is also remembered for her community engagement and work 
for social justice. She was active in the Stockton community and made 
a great e�ort in connecting the university community with Stockton.

She was a member of the Stockton Alumnae Chapter of Delta 
Sigma �eta Sorority Inc., and was very active with the NAACP, 
serving as �rst vice president. She served as keynote speaker for 
Stockton’s 2002 Martin Luther King Jr. celebration, as the 
community representative of the Black Employees Association of 
the Stockton Uni�ed School District, and as chair of the academic 
review board for Bear Creek High School, among other activities. 

Before coming to Paci�c, she taught for 20 years at the School of 
Social Work at Clark-Atlanta University. She retired from Paci�c 
in 2005 after 13 years to return to Atlanta to be close to family.  

Contributions may be made in her memory to the Delta Sigma 
�eta Sorority Inc. Stockton Alumnae Chapter’s Scholarship Fund, 
P.O. Box 4582, Stockton, CA 95204. Contact Marshea (Jones) Pratt ’92 
at mpratt@paci�c.edu or 209.946.2899 for information. 

Elinore “Mom” Pepper, 
Former House Mother for 
Omega Phi Alpha 
1935–2016

Elinore Pepper, who served as 
house mother for Omega Phi Alpha 
fraternity for 10 years, passed away 
Feb. 11. She came to the position in 
1986 and became a much loved 

�xture of the university community. A�ectionately nicknamed 
“Mom Pepper,” she was devoted to her fraternity boys. Pacific 
continued to be a big part of her life, as three of her family members 
also attended: her brother Don Beiter ’56, mother-in-law Hattiebell 
(Shields) Pepper ’30 and daughter Nancy (Pepper) Rollett ’86. 
Pepper taught for nearly 30 years in public, private and special 
education programs. After retiring she remained connected to 
Paci�c through the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. 

Sue Eskridge 
Emeritus Associate  
Professor  
Gladys L. Benerd School 
of Education
1942–2016 

Emeritus education professor Sue 
Eskridge passed away in Stockton 
in June. Eskridge taught in the 

Department of Curriculum and Instruction at the Benerd School 
of Education from 1989 to 2009. She is best known for her work 
with technology in education, as well as teaching reading and 
language arts and gifted and talented education. 

She partnered with Advanced Network Services Inc. to acquire 
a five-year federal grant, ThinkQuest for Tomorrow’s Teachers 
(PT3). She also was instrumental in organizing Dewey Chamber’s 
Summer Pacif ic E-camps and teaching computer classes for 
educators. Her love of theater led her to found and direct the Benerd 
�eater Arts Project for area youth, which featured original musical 
productions and won regional theater awards. She also founded the 
Kids ArtFest, co-sponsored with the Stockton Arts Commission, 
which showcased accomplishments of San Joaquin County youth. 

Prior to Paci�c, she taught 11 years at Chesapeake Public Schools 
in Virginia. After retirement from Paci�c in 2009, she served on 
the board of directors at Public Learning Media Laboratory Inc. 

Peter H. Zischke 
Former Regent
1930–2016

Former Paci�c Regent Peter H. 
Zischke, a resident of Orinda, died 
on June 21 at age 85. Zischke began 
work for �e Zischke Organization, 
his father’s insurance and pension 
business, with o�ces in Chicago, 

Portland and San Francisco. With his brother, Jim, Zischke 
transformed �e Zischke Organization into a pioneering consulting 
�rm specializing in pension planning and pro�t-sharing plans. In 
1982, �e Zischke Organization merged with the Wyatt Company, 
a national pension �rm, and Zischke served on the Wyatt Board of 
Directors until his retirement in 1986. 

Zischke gave generously of his time and talent to Paci�c. His 
contributions included serving 14 years as a regent and on the 
College of the Pacific Campaign Committee and Leadership 
Council. �e university recognized his contributions by naming a 
conference room in Hand Hall in his honor.

He also was active in many organizations and worked on behalf 
of the greater Stockton community, serving as a member of the 
Stockton Library Associates, the Educational Foundation of Orinda 
and the Farallon Foundation, among others.

Mom Pepper���Z�L�W�K�� 
an Omega Phi Alpha 
fraternity brother
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ON SCHEDULE

Calendar.Pacific.eduFind more information and events at 

December

January

March 3

Gender, Race and  
Technology
Gender Studies Student  
Research Conference

Alex and Jeri Vereschagin  
Alumni House

118th Annual  
Alumni Meeting of  
Arthur A. Dugoni  
School of Dentistry
Intercontinental Hotel,  
San Francisco

Dec. 1

Trio 180 
Resident Artist Series

Recital Hall

Dec. 9

Pacific Choral Ensembles
Holiday concert

Morris Chapel

Dec. 10

Men’s and Women’s  
Basketball Doubleheader
Women’s team vs. Fresno

Men’s team vs. Rider in game 2  
of the Gotham Classic

Stockton Arena

Through Jan. 8

Exhibit: Dave Brubeck:  
Jazz Ambassador
Haggin Museum, Stockton

Jan. 29

Student Financial Aid and  
College Awareness Workshop
Alex G. Spanos Center

Feb. 10 

An Evening with LeCrae
Black History Month

Bob Hope Theatre

go.Pacific.edu/BlackHistory

Feb. 18

Women’s Basketball vs. Gonzaga
Alex G. Spanos Center

Feb. 26

University Symphony Orchestra
Faye Spanos Concert Hall

March

Fe
br

ua
ry



75th Anniversary

Plan to join us April 21–23, 2017
Help us celebrate the 75th anniversary of this iconic place that has played an  

important role in the lives of so many from Pacific and the greater Stockton community.

Friday — Celebration service, dinner with historical presentations | Saturday — Open House  
Sunday — Worship service hosted by Central United Methodist Church with Bishop Carcaño

Your story is part of our story. Were you married in Morris Chapel?  
Do you have a fond memory of a chapel service, event or speaker?

Contact: MorrisChapel@Pacific.edu  |   #morrischapel75

Attention alumni of the  
Bishop’s Scholars program,  
or religious studies or others involved in  
Methodist programs and religious life:
We’re looking to reconnect with you! 
Share your stories and let us know 
where life has taken you. 
MorrisChapel@Pacific.edu

Morris Chapel 
--@--
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Distinguished Professional Service 

Gerald Griffin ’71 PHS 
Brigadier General (Ret.)  

United States Army Medical Corps

Distinguished Public Service

Connie Callahan ’75 LAW 
Circuit judge  

United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit 

Medallion of Excellence 

Kathy Lagorio Janssen ’68 EDU 
CEO of the Lagorio Family of Companies  

trustee of the Janssen-Lagorio Family Foundation  
Pacific regent and benefactor

Honorary Alumni  

Patrick Cavanaugh 
Served 17 years as vice president for business and finance 

at University of the Pacific 

Dean Janssen
Owner of Lagorio Enterprises, trustee of the  

Janssen-Lagorio Family Foundation, Pacific benefactor

Outstanding Family 

Bodley-Reinelt-Payne Family 
Eighteen family members have attended or  

are currently attending University of the Pacific

Congratulations 
to our Distinguished Alumni

Celebrate the 2017 winners Jan. 28, 2017
PacificAlumni.org/Awards


