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BUFFALO, III .Y.  

My name was Trace Bliy^kley. I  am a lull cousin of John 
Muir, and the only one left on ray mother's side. Ay father was 
a shepherd in his younger clays and he finished his days is a 
farmer in Crawford John,Lanarkshire,lootland. 

John Iluir was born in Dunb,.r,  Scotland. His father was born 
in Manchester,England. John Uuir 's fa grandmother on his father's 
side died when he was born, :md his grandfather got his discharge 
from the Army and went back to Jcotland with his two chili  ren. 
My mother, Mary Iluir,  was ten years old, l iving in Crawford ^ohn, 
Icotlarid ,  and Ban Iluir was only a baby when the children were 
sent back to his mother's place in Crawford John. 

John Iluir 's grandmother on his father's side was named 
^ ,  v Sarah Halg, an English woman .  My mother'  • mother was named Sarah' 
V* Haig. John uuir 's father was a recruiting sergeant in the British 

"Trmy at Dunbar, Scotland, where he met his first wife who. died, 
then he married his second in Dunbar. John l .Iuir 's father was 
my mother'  s* brother. There were t, ,o children by the first wife, 
but they died; of.the second wife there were eight children, as 
follows; ^ohn), I largar e t^Dav i  d ^TaraTT) Daniel fa doctor ,Mary, 
Annie and Joha^naT^ts^fSIT^ife bought him oat of the army,as ' 
3he had money, had a store. people had run in on her, and he 
took hold of the plj.ce nd shut i t  up,gathered in all  the money 
hecculd and then onened up with a cash-no-credit store,and he 
made money hind over fist,  and then he took his family to jnerica 

nd went straight to iseonsin and settled on a fuj.1 section of 
land which he bought. 

David is a drygoods merchant somewhere; Margaret is a 
farmer's wife; Sarah has an independent fofctune; Mary is married 
to a lawyer: annie is a high-school teacher in Portage, l is.  1 
lost track of them, did not correspond with them. 

John Muir l ived on his father's farm at Fontelak, 14 
j  miles, from Portage, Bis. ' lasttime I saw him was when he got back 

from college,he and another fellow were going around looking for 
a simple l i t t le flower all  through the weeds. 

Johanna Muir,±s his youngest si3ter, was the only Amer­
ican; she married a Southerner in Hamilton,Canada,and went back 
to the Southern States to l ive. 

John Uuir 's mother's name was Annie Pilroy, A Ssofchwoman 
from Dunbar, Scotland, ., 'here John Iluir was born.; his father was 
born in England,in Manchester. 

John Muir was about EO years old after we came out. lis 
father sent for me and mother and my sister .nd husband and 
family and brother, .-nd he was going to lay out money,free of 
interest,  nd make us a home, ' . /hen we landed -but the home we got 
was to clear out a lumber roomand make beds on the floor. Then 
he wanted to take us farther west,amongst the Indians,and we 
would not go; so my brother-in-law, John .. 'atson.my sister 's hus­
band, went back to Portage and bought a farm at "oinctte, I,i3.— 
his son is there now,James Jatson,cn the same farm; there were 
.just the tw> boys ,  u r ) f ,  Hamilton. _ 



fl/e went there during harvest time.working in the harvest 
field, ily uncle wanted me to learn to make hands to lift the 
grain with, and I looked at him, md he went back m my o.otner 
and said "That sister of yours wont he learned,she knows more 
than me, knows as much in one day as I do in a year.' He dir 
not know anything about lifting' grain, and I knew all about it. 
John and David and myself took all the grain off the fieln into 
the barnyard. David pitched until he was that played out he 
couldn't oitch any longer, and I made him build the load and I 
Ditched. I left in the fall. Our clothes never were taken out 
of the boxes in the barn. Hargaret came to ie and said Jon t you 
dare go, you cs.n never walk to Portage. ' I said There are 
lots of nl .ces by the way." Uncle was going in in the morning; 
he just gave na time to get on my clothes, no time for breakfast, 
and I went to my sister's place in Portage. 

I was si x or seven year3 older than he was. 
I met John Iluir nd talked, to him. ,/he n he was liunuing 

for those flowers in the ..oods, he and the other student, that 
was all he ever talked to me about. After I was raarrien -• 
,/illiam Brown he came to Portageand visited me once,and he was 
talking about that little yellow flower, which was a very good 
thing for medicine, for bowel complaint, and he was still hunting 
for it; the flower was called "Tarmentel',I think it was. 

John Iluir was about 20 years old after we came out. 
ky brother and his brother were digging a well on a. new farm oi 
about 80 acres, about 7 or 8 miles from his old place, and the 
well was deep, and they let John Iwuir down ihfco ^he well, -'-nd 
they heard a moan, and they just managed to pull him up in time 
to save his life from the gas. after that, while he wa- still 
suffering from the effects of the gas, he whittled ouu o- hard­
wood.with his pocket knife a clock, which wa3 exhibited in a 
watchmaker's shop in 'ortage, corner Jewi't and Main streets, 
by the name of Steeber. Everybody thought it'was a w: ndenul 
clock, nd it kept good time. He would play with snaxes and 
toads and such things, always going around gathering xloweis. 

He studied for a doctor. He was going to once burn all 
his- paper3 from the college when hiswife graboed them and pulled 
them out of the fire. He married, in California, a jpanish wom«.n. 

I was told there was a furniture manufacturer in Portage 
wanted to engage him at a big salary to merely show his skill, 
•not to work, but he said no,that his ingenuity ..as ^o oe shown 
on hum . n beings,not on f utniture, and he refused the. man's offer. 

They said that he invented a bedstead that you could 
wind up and set it for whatever time you wanted to get up in 
the morning and. it would land you on your weet at gnat time. I 
couldn't say what became of that bedstead. 

I never heard much more about him,except that he was a 
great man for going around seeing sights and gatheringflowers 
and studying them. This was his habit. He-worked with hi3 father 
until his father broke up the farm about-the time of the out­
break of thw Civil war. John Huir and Jan muir were both in 
Canada at the time of the Civil War, and when they came back I 
lost track of them. In Canada they made plow handles and farm 
irnpl ments to raise money while there, and after the War they 
went to Edinboro,Scotland,to study to be doctors. 

I am 83 years old. ., 
John Iluir, instead of becoming a doctor, became a writer. 
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