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PEOPLES TEMPLE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

JIM JONES, PASTOR 



JESUS SAIQ 

For I was an hungered and ye gave me meat; 
I was thirsty and ye gave me drink; 

I was a stranger and ye took me in; 
Naked, and ye clothed me; 

I was sick and ye visited me; 
I was in prison and ye came unto me. · 

Then the righteous shall answer him, saying, 

When saw we thee an hungered and fed thee? 
Or thirsty and gave thee drink? 

When saw we thee a stranger and took thee in? 
Or naked, and clothed thee? 

Or when saw we thee sick, 
Or in prison and came unto thee? 

Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 

oftbe least of these ... 
Ye have done it unto me. 

Matthew 25: 35-40 



JIM JONES. PASTOR, 
PEOPLES TEMPLE ... 

SAVING MANY SOULS THROUGH 
HUMANITARIAN DEEDS & ACTIONS 

Peoples Temple is an extensive ministry based on. the practical 
teachings of jesus as literally set forth in Matthew 25, in which 
He admonishes us to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, and 
minister to the sick and imprisoned. The Temple reaches out to 
meet every type of human need. Through its programs signi­
ficant things are being done for humanity. The Peoples Temple 
has rehabilitated over 200 young people from drug habits. More 
than 100 students, many of whom live in dormitories provided 
by the church, are being financed in medicine, law, teaching, and 
other human service fields. The Temple provides care in its own 
facilities for senior citizens, medical convalescents, orphans, and 
disabled children. These and other humanitarian efforts demon­
strate the conviction in Peoples Temple th-at the highest worship 
of God is service to one's fellow man. 

Rev. jim jones is an offically ordained minister of the 1.4 
million-member Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) denomin­
ation. He is a graduate of Butler University and has been pastor 
of his church for almost 25 years. He has served as a public 
school teacher and also has been very successful in business. 
Pastor jones spent two years on sabbatical as a foreign mission­
ary, establishing programs for orphans. More recently, be has 
begun a foreign agricultural mission on thousands of acres to 
produce food for distribution to critical hunger regions. He 
travels many hundreds of miles each week with the Temple 
fleet of Greyhound-type buses to minister to the three Peoples 
Temple churches in Redwood Valley, Los Angeles, and San 
Francisco. 

Pastor jones' steadfast support of the Constitution and en­
couragement of responsible citizenship have led to his serving 
with acclaim in many civic posts. These include Grand jury 
foreman and Executive Secretary of the Human Rights Com­
mission of a large mid-western city. He bas received numerous 
commendations for his work, including a special award for 
civic leadership presented by the President of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association. Pastor ]ones and his wife, 
Marceline, who is a state official, live modestly in a cinder-block 
house in Redwood Valley, California. Their home is next to one 
of the Temple's large refuge shelters where they take in and 
care for sick and abandoned animals of every kind. Pastor ]ones 
and his wife have one natural born son, and have adopted many 
impoverished children of different racial and ethnic backgrounds. 



Pastor jones and his dedicated wife Marceline with their 
adopted family and natural-born son. 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION- "He Was Superb" 

"The Rev. James Jones will be sorely missed as execu­
tive secretary of the Mayor's Commission on Human 
Rights. He was hired after long search. He was superb. 
He went about his job diplomatically, but thoroughly, 
and produced results." 

. . Editorial, Scripps-Howard Newspaper 

STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA -NEVADA 
REGION OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES: 

"The ministry and witness of Pastor Jones and the 
members of Peoples Temple has great meaning for the 
denomination, perhaps the most meaning of any single 
incident or event that's happened in the days of my 
ministry for 20 years as a pastor in this part of the 
church known as the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). The ministry of Jesus Christ, which is the 
action of God in the midst of the world, has been more 
clearly revealed probably by the Peoples Temple than 
any other member church of the Disciples of Christ. 
That's an awesome thing and I just praise God for you." 

.. Dr. Karl Irvin, Jr. 

Peoples Temple in Redwood Valley. 



SUPPORT FOR PEACE OFFICERS: 

"Peoples Temple Christian Church, which has a con­
gregation in the Fillmore District, has started a fund to 
aid the families of slain policemen. 'We are utterly 
horrified by this move to murder police all over the 
nation.' the Reverend James Jones ... told the Chronicle 
yesterday. The Disciples of Christ congregation started 
off the fund . . . the money collected will go to the 
families of a Berkeley officer and two officers killed last 
weekend ... " 

. . . San Francisco Chronicle 

San Francisco Temple members contribute their skills in 
finishing construction work on their church building. 

The Los Angeles Temple hosts one of the largest congre­
gations in the area. The building itself is an historical 
landmark and a highly inspirational structure inside and 
out. 

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST LEADER IN AN 
OFFICIAL REVIEW OF TEMPLE PROGRAMS: 

"Peoples Temple is an interracial, vibrant, exciting 
congregation, called into being by God through its 
Pastor, Jim Jones. It is apparent that no human need is 
expressed without an honest attempt being made to meet 
that need. I have the impression the congregation is 
ready, willing and able to assist any human being with 
almost any problem. The membership comes from a 
wide range of humanity . . . One gets the impression of 
being in the midst of the human race at its best; a com­
munity of people whose primary concern is to love and 
to serve . . . . Peoples Temple is led by a man of deep 
integrity and sensitivity." 

. . . Rev. Gerald McHarg, Associate 
Regional Pastor, Christian Church (Dis­
ciples of Christ) for Southern California 



Children are given the opportunity to work and play in 
pleasant outdoor settings. They even find that work 
projects can be fun! 

VIEW OF METHODIST 
DISTRICI' SUPERINTENDENT: 

"Peoples Temple is a caring community of people 
of all races and classes. They bear the mark of com­
passion and justice - compassion for the hungry and 
jobless, lonely and disturbed, and also for the earth and 
her offspring." 

... Dr. John Moore, District Superin­
tendent of the United Methodist Church 
for Oakland and the East Bay, California. 

VIEW OF FORMER NEWS BUREAU CHIEF 
FOR CBS TELEVISION AFFILIATE: 

"When I came to do a film documentary for television 
on Peoples Temple, I discovered the most dedicated 
group of people to the cause of humanity I had ever 
encountered. I soon found it was due to the magnificent 
example set by the church's pastor, Jim Jones, whose 
motives and humanitarian principles are truly noble. He 
exemplifies the life of Christ by working day and night 
to stand courageously against all forms of injustice, to 
relieve human suffering of every kind, and to establish 
brotherhood among peoples of wide-ranging backgrounds 
wherever he can. I became so impressed with the char­
acter and integrity of this selfless man that I gave up my 
position in broadcasting to work full-time for this phe­
nomenal program." 

... Michael Prokes, former CBS-TV 
affiliate News Bureau Chief 

At the Redwood Valley Temple children swim in the 
indoor heated pool. 



Some of the Peoples Temple members visiting the Chicago 
Museum as they travel across the United States. 

PEOPLES TEMPLE 
SUMMER VACATION 
During the past couple of summers, Pastor Jones took hun­
dreds of members from all three churches on a tour of the 
country, stopping at major cities along the way to spread the 
word of truth to many eager souls. 

The incredibly cooperative spirit that Pastor Jones bas 
infused into his church amazed people all along the way. 
Everyone in the 18-vebicle caravan was organized and bad a 
specific function. Bus drivers, hostesses, nurses, food pre­
paration units, clean-up crews and helpers of all sorts worked 
together in highly coordinated and disciplined fashion to 
insure the group comfort and security at all times. 

THE WELCOME TOURISTS 

"The hands-down winners of anybody's tourists-of-the­
year award have got to be the 660 wonderful members of the 
Peoples Temple Christian Church of Redwood Valley, Cali­
fornia, who bend over backwards to leave every place they 
visit more attractive than when they arrived. Like thousands 
of other tourists, they went calling on the U.S. Capitol the 
other day, but unlike others who tramp through our town 
spreading litter helter-skelter, this spirited group of travelers 
fanned out from their 13 buses and spent about an hour 
cleaning up the grounds." 

. . . Washington Post 

"PROBABLY THE LARGEST": 

"Peoples Temple ranks as probably the largest Protestant 
congregation in Northern California, according to various 
estimates by officials in several Protestant denominations." 

. . . Sacramento Bee 



-
FIERY, HUMBLE, ERUDITE, LOVING: 

"The man who pastors this flock of 'brothers' is a 
cross between a fiery archangel, a humble servant of 
humanity, an erudite wit, a loving family man with all 
the usual longings for a 'better life' for his children - and 
a plain human being who sometimes finds the battle 
'heavy going.' " 

Ukiah Daily journal 

VIDU 

"This church, the Peoples Temple of the Disciples of 
Christ, has a distinguished pastor, Reverend James Jones, 
and they have never failed to respond to public or 
private appeals for assistance in the pursuit and pro­
tection of individual liberty and freedom." 

• • • 
SPECIAL CITIZENSHIP AWARD: 

"It gives me extreme pleasure to announce that you 
[Jim Jones] have been selected as recipient of the 
Sun Reporter SPECIAL MERIT AWARD. . . Your 
acquaintances speak glowingly of your numerous social 
concerns, involving efforts to rehabilitate drug addicts, 
provision of housing and health care for senior citizens, 
the development and maintenance of an animal shelter, 
and your multi-racial adopted family all of which we 
believe is encompassed in the J udeo-Christian ethic that 
man is his brother's keeper. These are tumultuous times, 
requiring that each individual be ever mindful of the 
prophetic words of Edmund Burke, spoken in the 18th 
Century: 'All that is necessary for evil to triumph in the 
world is for enough good men to do nothing.' " 

. . . Carlton B. Goodlett, Ph.D., M.D., 
President, National Newspaper Publishers 
Association. 

II 
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Vacation tour was not complete without a stop at the 
Capitol building in Washington, D.C., the seat of Ameri­
ca's government. Here Pastor jones and members of 
Peoples Temple visited with their local Congressional Re­
presentatives. 

THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD: 

"Peoples Temple Christian Church Supports First 
Amendment" is the title of extended remarks in which a 
prominent legislator stated on the floor of Congress. 
"Mr. Speaker ... I would like to commend the 
Rev. James Jones, who is pastor of the church, and every 
member of his congregation for the outstanding demon­
stration of their commitment to the principles on which 
this country was founded." 

. . . Congressional Record 



Over the 1975 Labor Day weekend Pastor jones took 
hundreds of Peoples Temple members to Disneyland. 
Everyone enjoyed an entire day of activities and rides 
at the world famous amusement center. 

Youngsters gather in the San Francisco Temple to learn a­
bout their history. Through the skillful guidance of train­
ed counsellors the children find that study can be fun. 

VIEW OF LOCAL CLERGY: 

"Progress in meeting the needs of people is 
perhaps seen most dramatically in the seven-day-a-week 
program of the Peoples Temple with its team of teachers 
and lawyers, to mention just a few, who strive in the 
name of Christ, to serve their fellow men." 

. . . Dr. Elmer Schmitt, President of the 
Ukiah Ministerial Association 
(Ukiah Daily journal.) 

In this large, well-equipped garage, experienced Temple 
mechanics train young people in the skills of auto and 
diesel engine maintenance. The Temple's eleven air­
conditioned Greyhound-type buses are regularly serviced 
here. Pastor jones has always insisted upon maintaining 
a high standard of safety with the buses. As a result 
there has never been a serious accident or injury over the 
millions of miles the Temple's buses have logged on the 
highways! 



Out-oftown members tour the grounds of one of the 
chu_r~~ facilities. This rest home, typical of other Temple 
factltttes, has earned highest awards for excellent care. 

This home for mentally disabled children is located on a 
beautiful 40 acre stretch of land bordering a river. Here 
Temple members supervise recreational activities and a 
regular stu~y program for young people who are being 
taught to ltve productively in society. 

A PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON SPEAKS: 

"I have known Pastor Jim Jones to be absolutely 
truthful in every respect. He teaches Christianity, 
brotherly love, kindness, and willingness to help friends 
in need at all times. He teaches all of these things to his 
members, and insists that they live this type of life 
every minute of every day. Pastor Jones is unique in his 
performance. He should be seen and heard by people of 
the entire world. This world will be a better place in 
which to live because of Pastor Jim Jones." 

... Dr. J. Bruce Massey, M.D. 

Peoples Temple nurses with a member in the churches' 
health examination room, established by Pastor jones 
and operated under the direction of a prominent doctor. 
The Temple has a program of both preventitive medicine 
and physical therapy which is administered by a staff of 
professionals with wide-ranging skills in many areas of the 
medical field. 



PEOPLES TEMPLE ... 
AGRICULTURAL MISSION 

Throughout the years Peoples Temple has sent food and 
supplies to help those who face disease and starvation, 
both at home and abroad. The church has felt very deeply 
that wherever there is a need dedicated Christians must 
step forward to help! This human service ministry of 
Peoples Temple is so highly regarded throughout the 
world that the government of a South American country 
has made available to us several thousand acres of fertile 
land to begin our Agricultural Missionary Program. 

Temple members prepare a shipment of supplies and 
equipment to send to the mission project. 

II 
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